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Dr. Arnold Villafuerte (Chairman of the Committee on Awards), Dr. Amy Jacang (Meritorious
Service Award), Dr. Erlinda Cachola (Distinguished Leadership Award), Dr. Charlie Sonido
(Physician of the Year Award), Dr. Celia Ona, PMAH President and Mr. Serafin Colmenares, one
of the judges, who together with Dr. Ona, presented the awards to the recipients.  Not in photo is
Dr. Anthony Guerrero (Distinguished Educator Award) who is on the mainland attending a
conference.

De Gracia Organizes Against
Abusive Government 

A
s America enters the

second decade of the

21st century, some

say it has become a nation

unrecognizable from its

founding values of life, lib-

erty and the pursuit of hap-

piness. In the last 10 years

alone, the government’s

power has wildly expanded

to permit warrantless wire-

taps and data mining of Americans without

their knowledge, the practice of ‘extraordinary

rendition’ has allowed the abduction of indi-

viduals to foreign nations where they are tor-

H
ONOLULU — A US sen-

ator is co-sponsoring

legislation that would

allow the children of Filipino

World War II veterans living in

the United States to become

permanent US residents.

The Military Families Act

was introduced Monday by

Sen. Daniel Inouye of Hawaii,

and five fellow Democratic

senators.

The Filipino soldiers were offered US

citizenship in exchange for fighting along-

side American troops more than 60 years

ago.

But it took Washington 45 years after

the war to offer the veterans a proper

chance to obtain citizenship. And the Im-

migration Act of 1990 only allowed each

veteran to bring one immediate family

member to the United

States.

The shortcomings of

that law have left the sons

and daughters of the vet-

erans with little choice but

to get in line for immigra-

tion visas along with

everyone else, if they

wanted to live in the US

On average, it took 20

years.

There are as many as

50,000 Filipino veterans of

World War II alive today. Some 10,000

are said to live in the United States, in-

cluding 2,000 in Hawaii. Most are in their

70s and 80s.

In July, Philippine President Gloria

Macapagal Arroyo presented Inouye and

fellow Hawaii Sen. Daniel Akaka with

presidential citations to thank them for

The highlight of the evening was the

presentation of the 2009 PMAH Meritorious

Service Award, the Distinguished Leader-

ship Award, the Distinguished Educator

Award and the Physician of the Year Award. 

The eight nominees for the four awards

were Dr. Glorifin Belmonte, Dr. Erlinda Ca-

chola, Dr. Anthony Guerrero, Dr. Amelia Ja-

cang, Dr. Nic Joaquin, Dr. Fernando Ona, Dr.

Glenn Pang and Dr. Charlie Sonido. 

The judges were Consul Lourdes

Tabamo of the Philippine Consulate, Fil-Com

Center President Toy Arre and Serafin “Jun”

Colmenares, executive director of the Hawaii

State Office of Language Access. The

judges had a difficult time selecting the win-

ners because all the nominees had excellent

qualifications.

According to Dr. Arnold Villafuerte chair-

man of the Committee on Awards, the list of

nominees were a veritable “Who’s Who” in

PMAH. 

By HFC Staff

PMAH HONORS TOP PHYSICIANS
By HFC Staff

“The judges told me that had they

known how difficult it was to decide whom to

give the award to, they would not have ac-

cepted the job,” he says. “The awards cere-

mony is not meant to be a contest that

highlights differences but a celebration of our

unity of purpose and a unique opportunity to

inspire one another. And by signaling our

good intentions, we hope to encourage the

next generation of doctors and future mem-

bers of PMAH to do the same.”

After much thought, the judges awarded

the Meritorious Service Award to Dr. Jacang;

the Distinguished Leadership Award to Dr.

Cachola; the Distinguished Educator Award

to Dr. Guerrero and the Physician of the Year

Award to Dr. Sonido. 

Dr. Jacang, who describes herself as a

“passionate missionary” for the past 25

years, says the award was humbling and

very rewarding. 

“I truly believe in serving our less fortu-

L
ast Halloween, members of the Philippine Medical Association
(PMAH) were treated to an evening of dining, dancing and
awards during the group’s Fourth Quarter Meeting at the
Hawaii Prince Hotel. 

(continued on page 4)

The Philippine Star tured without being charged for-

mally for any crime, banks and

manufacturing industries have

been nationalized and the dollar

has rapidly devalued due to

spending and poor monetary

policy. 

Waipahu resident and third

generation Filipino-American

Danny de Gracia says enough is

enough. He has founded Free

And Living Conservative—a pol-

icy think tank which aims to educate elected

officials on behalf of the Filipino community

and to restore the values and policies which
(continued on page 4)

Hawaii Senator Co-sponsors
Bill to Aid Veterans' Kids

Danny De Gracia

Sen. Daniel Inouye 

nate brothers and sisters in the Philippines

and other countries, especially in times of

great need,” she says. “I thank God for giving

me the talent, time and treasure to do these

activities.”

For Dr. Cachola, the award “validates

the value of doing good things for the sake of

doing.”

“I feel that the Distinguished Leadership

award is very prestigious,” she says. “It gives

me added momentum to do more and re-en-

forces my belief that giving back to the com-

munity is the greatest expression of gratitude

for all the blessings we all receive.

“I share this award with all my col-

(continued on page 4)
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HAWAII-PHILIPPINE NEWS EDITION

O
ne of the biggest casualties of armed conflict in Mindanao is the education of thou-

sands of children. Yesterday education in Sulu suffered another blow with the dis-

covery of the decapitated remains of a school principal. Gabriel Canizares, 36, was

kidnapped in Patikul three weeks ago by suspected members of the Abu Sayyaf. His

severed head was found in a bag that was left at a gas station in Jolo.

Six teachers kidnapped earlier this year by the Abu Sayyaf had been freed. But the

kidnappings were enough to scare away teachers from the conflict areas of Mindanao –

the very places where there is an urgent need for education. Canizares is not the first ed-

ucator to be decapitated by Abu Sayyaf kidnappers. The bandits like to attack schools and

seize teachers, using them as human shields or holding them for ransom. Teachers have

been kidnapped near their homes, and while traveling in buses or boats. Scores have

been murdered in the past years.

The public school system already suffers from an acute lack of teachers. That lack is

most felt in Sulu and the other conflict areas of Mindanao, where teachers constantly

fear for their safety. State forces can secure schools, but they can’t guard every teacher

around the clock. The government must devise ways of protecting teachers and ensur-

ing that children in Mindanao receive formal education without disruptions. Some pupils

may need counseling; the news of a teacher being beheaded can be traumatic to stu-

dents.

Soldiers particularly in Sulu have been performing various functions that should be

carried out by the civilian government, but education needs special expertise. Soldiers

can provide only limited protection to teachers. Local governments and community leaders can help boost that protection. But the best guar-

antee of protection for the teachers of Mindanao is the neutralization of the Abu Sayyaf. Thousands of children in Mindanao face an uncertain

future because their education has been repeatedly disrupted by armed conflict.

“We shall make them pay for the enormity of this savagery,” a Malacañang official said yesterday following news of Canizares’ beheading.

Such fighting words have been issued for many years. The government must start backing those words with decisive action. (www.philstar.com)

Casualty of Conflict 

‘Apocalyptic Corruption' 

F
rom 2001 to 2009, the government collected a total of P60.5 billion, paid

by motorists as road users’ tax in the registration of vehicles. Under the

law that created the tax, the money, administered by the Road Board,

is supposed to be used exclusively for road maintenance and improvement

of road drainage, the installation of traffic lights and road safety devices, and

for air pollution control.

As the colossal flooding during storm “Ondoy” and typhoon “Pepeng”

showed, the improvement of road drainage has been a joke. And driving

around Metro Manila will quickly illustrate the lackadaisical enforcement of

laws regulating vehicular emissions.

How was the P60.5 billion spent? The Commission on Audit reported

that P332.64 million of the road tax, earmarked for the OYSTER or Out-of-

School Youth Serving Towards Economic Recovery program, was trans-

ferred to the Philippine National Police. Why? Sen. Miriam

Defensor-Santiago wants to know, and so does the public.

Santiago, who spearheaded a Senate probe into the use of the road tax,

noted that the PNP is under the Department of the Interior and Local Gov-

ernment, whose head Ronaldo Puno happens to be the brother of former

Road Board executive director Rodolfo Puno. Santiago also noted that in

2007, an election year, there was an “unusually large amount of allotments

obligated” involving the road tax. She said the case involved “apocalyptic

corruption.”

The apparent fund juggling could have been facilitated by the fact that

the tax is not remitted by the collecting agency, the Land Transportation Of-

fice, to the National Treasury but deposited in special accounts under the su-

pervision of the Road Board, whose ex officio chair is the secretary of public

works and highways. On Monday night the Senate unanimously approved

the filing of plunder and graft cases against Rodolfo Puno, Danilo Valero of

the board and Hermogenes Ebdane Jr., who recently resigned from the pub-

lic works department.

Beyond pursuing the prosecution of anyone who might have misused

the multibillion-peso fund, lawmakers should also consider changing the

system of handling the tax, in a way that would promote transparency and

prevent its misuse. Such oversight mechanisms are needed as the tax con-

tinues to be collected and the temptation to misuse the funds increases as

the 2010 elections approach. (www.philstar.com)



HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE - NEWS EDITION

NOVEMBER 14, 2009 3LEGISLATIVE CONNECTION

by Senator Will 
ESPERO

B
y now, all of us have likely

heard or read something

about the Furlough Fridays

and its impact on our state.  Our

public schools have received the

most attention in the media due to

the 17 days of lost classroom in-

struction.  Our public school in-

structional time will fall from 180

classroom days to 163 days.  This

drop embarrassingly places Hawaii

as the worst state in the nation in

terms of teaching or learning days.

We have garnered national and in-

ternational news because of the

decisions and agreements made.

As a comparison, Japan teaches

243 days a year and Korea 220

days.  Our 163 days are a huge

error in my opinion.

Most comments I have heard

are critical of the reduction.  Par-

ents throughout our state have ex-

pressed anger and disbelief at the

lack of commitment to our educa-

tion system. Even the Secretary of

Education under President

Obama has offered his stinging

remarks about this sad situation.

Many of my colleagues in the Leg-

islature are also dissatisfied with

the current dilemma we face, and

feel it is wrong to balance our

state budget on the backs of our

students' education. 

Instead of waiting until next

January 2010 to look at the pres-

ent state of education, some of

my colleagues had met and de-

cided to initiate action.  No one

except parents and advocates

had been pushing government to

act, so a petition was created, and

I was able to get 15 state senators

to sign asking for a special ses-

sion to address the Friday Fur-

loughs in our schools.  We also

went as far as to seriously con-

sider the Hurricane Relief Fund or

other funding sources to reduce

the 17 days of furloughs.  Certain

House members also felt the

same and have begun their own

petition.  As of this writing, 19 had

signed the House petition.

We realize it will not be easy

to call for a special session.  Our

plan is to have all stakeholders

support a plan to make this cur-

rent school year whole.  The Gov-

ernor, unions, BOE, DOE, and

Legislature must all agree to a

temporary solution. Then it would

be imperative upon the Legisla-

ture and Governor to develop a

plan next session to deal with the

total state budget and the coming

years.  If one party does not agree

with a plan, the idea to salvage the

current school year will fail.

Timing is paramount in this

process.  I believe we have a

small window of opportunity to ad-

dress this issue before the end of

the year.  If we do not, the 17 days

will become reality, and we will

carry the label as the state with the

lowest teaching days in the nation.

Our childrens' education and fu-

ture are on the line, and stake-

holders must work together for the

sake of our kids.

Some have stated we must

be fair to everyone and wait until

next session to address the prob-

lem at the statewide level.  They

comment that some unions are

still negotiating with the Governor

so there is uncertainty in the

budget.  They also feel the budg-

etary situation may get worse be-

fore it gets better.  I counter that

reducing school days to 163 is a

terrible option and unacceptable.

If we really value education, we

will collaborate and create a plan

to save our public schools.  Some

have stated the governor and

unions should reopen their negoti-

ations.  If that can happen that

would be great,  however, other

options should be considered

lacking that outcome.

Several ideas are being circu-

lated, and I know it is possible to

keep our keiki in school if we have

the will and resolve to do so.  One

involves borrowing $50 million from

the Hurricane Relief Fund with pay-

back language and the other uses

federal stimulus funds and HRF.  A

third option could include tempo-

rary holiday givebacks.

Simultaneously, we are look-

ing at the next budget cycle next

session and the alternatives which

will face us.  We will likely have to

find new revenue sources or make

more cuts in government services

and programs or a combination of

both.  New revenue sources does

not automatically mean new or

higher taxes, however, I have re-

ceived many e-mails from people

willing to pay more taxes if they

went to education.  Everything will

be on the table next session to deal

with the budget crisis we are in.

Some estimates are we will have

over a billion dollar shortfall for next

session.

Many experts say the reces-

sion has bottomed out but the re-

covery will be slow.  As

government leaders we under-

stand this and will do what we can

to maintain a high quality of life for

our residents.  The ideal outcome

for me is that we are able to save

the current school year and have

at least 170 – 175 instructional

days this year.  Then we approach

next session with a resolve to be

fair to our citizens when detailing

solutions but maintain an educa-

tional standard which we can ac-

cept and be proud of.  

Now is the time for leader-

ship. Now is the time to place ed-

ucation on that pedestal where it

belongs.  We do not need words

and rhetoric; we need action.  If

we cannot stop the Furlough Fri-

days in our schools, it is our chil-

dren who will suffer the most.

Furlough Fridays and Public Education

Parents, teachers,
and educators rallied
at the Capitol to
protest State-imple-
mented furlough days
on the first “Furlough
Friday” for schools
on October 23.
Photo by Travis Quezon
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(cont. from page 1; De Gracia ....)

HEADLINE NEWS (CONT.)
leagues who have helped me dur-

ing medical missions, health fairs,

and other worthwhile and fun activ-

ities. I hope awards like this will

also inspire others to do commu-

nity service and to mentor others to

reach their full potential.”

For Dr. Guerrero, it was an

honor to receive the Distinguished

Educator Award. 

“This award is given by the Fil-

ipino medical community and rec-

ognizes work within the Filipino

medical community,” he says. “Be-

cause taking care of Filipinos in

Hawaii and mentoring students

who will eventually join the Filipino

healthcare community are very im-

portant to me, this award is very

special.”

Dr. Sonido echoed his col-

leagues’ sentiments and gave

much of the credit to fellow PMAH

members. 

“I feel humbled and honored

by the award. It is really a tribute to

all members of the PMAH who

have contributed so much individ-

ually and as a group, not only to

the Filipino community but also to

the local communities here and

around the world,” he says. 

OTHER SPECIAL

RECOGNITION

PMAH also recognized four

2nd-year medical students who

traveled to the Philippines last sum-

mer to supplement their education

at the University of Hawaii-Manoa’s

John A. Burns School of Medicine. 

Their trip was made possible

through a program instituted by

the PMAH Foundation whereby

qualified medical students of Fil-

ipino ethnicity have the opportunity

to see the various aspects affect-

ing healthcare in the country and

to reconnect with their culture. It is

hoped that through this eye-open-

ing experience, these future doc-

tors will gain a better

understanding of how socioeco-

nomic and environmental factors

influence the delivery of health

care. 

The students were: Clyner

Antalan, Absalom Galat, Kit Shan

Lee and Paul Morton. 

Also recognized were several

volunteer physicians, nurses and

medical assistants who partici-

pated in the Isabela Medical Mis-

sion to the Philippines last

September 5, 2009. The five-day

mission was a collaborative effort

between PMAH, the Isabela Task

Force of Hawaii and the local gov-

ernment of Ilagan, Isabela. The

volunteers were presented with

certificates of appreciation. 

Lastly, PMAH presented an

Association Award of Appreciation

to Bayanihan Clinic Without Walls.

Since 1997, the all-volunteer

Bayanihan Clinic Without Walls

has provided free medical and

dental healthcare services to unin-

sured, newly-arrived immigrants.

The selfless actions of these many

volunteers have brought honor

and recognition to PMAH.

their work on behalf of Filipinos

who fought with US troops in

World War II.

The new bill would also allow

immediate family members of ac-

tive military service members to

become permanent residents,

even if the sponsoring soldier

died in service.

“The introduction of the Mili-

tary Families Act is a reminder

that our immigration system is

badly broken, needlessly sepa-

rating families, and even harming

immigrants that are fighting and

dying for our country,” Mary Gio-

vagnoli, director of the Washing-

ton-based Immigration Policy

Center, said in a statement. “The

Senate has delivered a well-de-

served tribute to our immigrant

soldiers and their families.

“Those who serve our nation

– and their families who also

make great sacrifices – deserve

the full range of what our nation

has to offer, including a path to-

wards US citizenship,” she said.

(AP)

(cont. from page 1; Hawaii...)

made America the land of the free

and the home of the brave.

“Filipinos came to America to

seek financial independence and

freedom from persecution,” says de

Gracia. “Filipino immigrants, like

America’s Founding Fathers, want

to make money, own property and

be left alone by the government to

rule their own lives. Yet today, Fil-

ipinos and their fellow American

brothers and sisters are in grave

danger as we see rights being

eroded, industries being national-

ized and massive tax hikes occur-

ring to pay for greater government

spending.”

De Gracia says most Filipinos

are unaware that the U.S. govern-

ment borrows almost $3 billion dol-

lars per day from foreign nations

just to keep up with current spend-

ing, or that the Federal Reserve,

which controls our currency, is a

public-private partnership which al-

lows its incorporated banks to make

100 percent profit at the expense of

taxpayers whenever it incur losses.

He says all of these things and

more are threatening encum-

brances to our freedom and are

abuses from government.

De Gracia has studied domes-

tic and international governments

for years and has a master’s de-

gree in political science from Texas

State University in San Marcos. His

views have been featured in nu-

merous national publications and

he has been a guest on interna-

tional programs such as the BBC

World Service and others. He says

that Filipinos can no longer afford to

be idle, as the U.S. is on the verge

of transitioning into a totalitarian

government.

According to de Gracia, Karl

Marx based communism on the “10

Planks,” which include: the abolition

of private property; the abolition of

all rights of inheritance; confiscation

of property of all emigrants and

rebels; a central bank; a heavy pro-

gressive income tax; government

control of communications and

transportation; government-run ed-

ucation; government ownership of

factories and agriculture; govern-

ment control of labor; and regional

planning. 

“I would argue that all 10

planks of communism have already

been implemented to varying de-

grees in America,” he says. “What

is sickening is that Filipinos have

been unwittingly led into voting for

candidates whose platforms re-

volve around these planks, all in the

name of providing social justice

and equality for Filipinos. The time

has come to take to heart the

words of Jose Rizal who said,

‘There can be no tyrants while

there are no slaves.’”

Danny also says that one of

his major concerns is the rapid

push for national socialized health-

care via H.R. 3962 which recently

passed the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives. 

“Filipinos are probably un-

aware of the fact that the bill crimi-

nalizes those who want to opt out

of the healthcare plan, including

punishment of up to five years in

prison and fines of up to $250,000,”

he says. “Why should we go to jail

for not wanting to buy insurance?

It’s coercion to make us accept

government healthcare under

duress.” 

On that basis alone, de Gracia

says H.R. 3962 violates the Eighth

Amendment of the Constitution

which forbids Congress from man-

dating cruel and unusual punish-

ment or excessive fines. 

“Filipinos have been tricked

yet again into supporting a policy

that gives benefits at the expense

of freedom, liberty and personal

dignity,” he says. “What we need is

not more laws and taxes—we need

more money to be free to take care

of ourselves and our families. If we

continue on this course, America

will become a Third World nation.”

Founded just two weeks ago,

FALCON already has 65 members

and is continuing to grow each day.

De Gracia says that FALCON will

seek to educate Filipinos and their

elected officials on liberty issues

and is in the process of authoring a

book that portrays what future

America and global system will be

like if current trends continue.

Persons wishing to visit FAL-

CON’s official blog can read articles

by Danny and others at http://fil-

free.wordpress.com, follow on Twit-

ter @falconsofhawaii, or send an

e-mail to info.falcons@gmail.com. 

“The biggest thing that Fil-

ipinos can do right now is realize

that their success comes from fol-

lowing the principles of the Decla-

ration of Independence and

upholding the America as envi-

sioned by the U.S. Constitution,” de

Gracia says. “We escaped the dic-

tatorial and abusive regime of the

Philippines to come to a land of lib-

erty, not to duplicate it here. Where

the people fear the government

you have tyranny, where the gov-

ernment fears the people, you have

liberty.”

(cont. from page 1; PMAH... )

SIXTEEN FILIPINO RESI-

DENTS recently took their Oath

of Allegiance at the Philippine

Consulate General and reac-

quired their Philippine Citizenship

under Republic Act 9225, or the

Citizenship Retention and Reac-

quisition Act of 2003. The cere-

mony was led by Philippine Consul

General Leoncio R. Cardenas. 

The new Philippine citizens in-

clude: Maria Divina Alfonso San-

tos, Teodora Cruz Malasa, Mark

Xavier Cabahug San Diego,

Manuel Ramos Genova, Isidro

Navergas Estioco, Celvi Farin Esti-

oco, Joseph Resucay Daoang,

Conchita Cordero Samson,

Normelita Ignacio Alibudbud, Bien-

venido Arciaga Alibudbud, Rhodora

Borlaza Atienza, Flordeliza Santos

Hudson, Fidel Cabinian Bascon-

cillo, Mario Malag Dacanay, Rose-

nia Corpuz Viernez and Elmo Dela

Cruz Viernes.  

RA 9225 allows natural-born

former Filipinos who have been

naturalized as citizens of another

country to retain or reacquire their

Philippine citizenship. Applicants

must file a petition, submit neces-

sary documents and take an Oath

of Allegiance. More information on

dual citizenship is available online

at: www.phil ippineconsulate-

honolulu.com or by calling 595-

6315.

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS
16 Filipinos Gain Philippine
Citizenship
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F I C T I O N  W R I T E R

MICHELLE CRUZ SKINNER

will hold a book reading and sign-

ing on November 17, 2009 at

6:30 pm at Punahou School’s

Luke Lecture Hall.

Skinner’s third book “In the

Company of Strangers” is being

published by Bamboo Ridge

Press and is a follow-up to two

earlier books that have won

awards. “Balikbayan” was se-

lected for the PEN Syndicated

Fiction Project, while “Mango

Seasons” was nominated for the

1996 Philippine National Book

Award. 

Born in Manila and raised

primarily in Olongapo City in the

Philippines, Skinner currently

lives in Hawaii with her

husband and two children

and teaches at Punahou

School. Her work has

been adapted for stage

and public radio. She has

read extensively at univer-

sities and conferences

both in the Philippines and

the mainland. 

The cover for “In the Com-

pany of Strangers” was designed

by Dindo Llana, a multi-awarded

painter and children’s book illustra-

tor who lives in Quezon City. Earlier

this year, Llana was awarded a 7-

month art research grant to the

U.S. by the Philippine National

Commission for Culture and the

Arts. His politically-inspired paint-

ings and solo

exhibits have

been shown in

various muse-

ums and ven-

ues in the

P h i l i p p i n e s ,

among them

“Gloria’s Sari-

Sari Store” at

the Conspiracy

Gallery and “Im-

pakto” at the Ayala Museum in

Manila. His art has also been ex-

hibited in San Francisco, Hong

Kong, Spain and Australia.

Skinner will hold a second

reading and book signing on De-

cember 8, 2009 at the University of

Hawaii-Manoa art auditorium be-

ginning at 7 pm. Both events are

free and open to the public.

C
ondo hotels or what is

termed as Condotels is the

newest trend and most prac-

tical vacation home ownership

now in the Philippines. Buyers can

own a luxury vacation condo at a

world-class leisure estate and re-

ceive rent revenue whenever they

are not using it. 

Condo hotel unit owners have

the option of putting their condo

hotel unit into the hotel’s rental pro-

gram. This is what makes condo

hotels so attractive. A professional

management company takes care

of renting out the units when they

are not in use by the owner. The

rental revenue, which is shared

with the operator, helps defray the

condo owner’s expenses such as

condo fees and  utilities.  But of

course, the unit owner still has  a

maximum of 6 months per year to

stay in his condo unit whenever he

wants and then earn rentals for the

rest of the 6 months by entering

into the condotel pooling program.

Typically,  a regular Balikbayan

stays at least for a month or two in

the Philippines, thus, if a unit owner

consumes only 2 months’ stay in

his unit, he can earn 10 months

rental pooling revenues for the

year. The gross income of the unit

is computed by getting the condo-

tel gross room revenues, deduct

the total cost of operation, financial

charges (if any), and taxes to get

the net revenue which is the di-

vided by the total square meters of

the units in the condotel pool.

Ownership is 100 percent

hassle-free as all maintenance

and rental issues are handled by a

professional , in-house manage-

ment and hospitality company. 

By capitalizing on the condo-

tel’s name recognition, advertis-

ing, national affiliations, organized

and centralized reservation sys-

tem and management expertise,

condo hotel unit owners typically

receive a higher level of rental in-

come than they would from a tra-

ditional vacation condo/home. 

Investment wise, such condo

units even appreciate in value

over time and can be readily

resold because of their prime lo-

cations, limited inventory and up-

scale quality. Unlike a timeshare

which can be difficult to resell,

even if the seller is willing to take a

Condotels in the Philippines, the Best Option
for Condo Ownership

loss. And considering the recent

economic downtrend of real estate

in North America, it is best to re-

think investment options by con-

sidering Philippine condotel

investments. 

Joel Santos, the Marketing

Director for North America of Lan-

denmore Properties and Major

Properties from the Philippines will

be sharing more insights on this

new trend of Philippine real estate

investment for free on November

21, Saturday at Max's of Manila in

Waipahu from 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm

and on November  22, Sunday

from 11:30 am to 5 pm.  For

reservations, interested parties

may call : Shali at (808) 678-8930

or (808) 284-4185.

BBB Warns of Swine Flu Scams
HAWAII’S BETTER BUSI-

NESS BUREAU (BBB) warns

consumers to be skeptical of web

sites and e-mails promoting swine

flu prevention products. Officials

say consumers may be putting

their health at risk by taking med-

icine purchased from sites that

don’t require a prescription for

prescription-only drugs.  

“It’s not surprising that news

coverage regarding the delay in

delivery and current low inventory

of H1N1 vaccine has inspired

scammers to take advantage of

the public’s anxiety,” says Dwight

Kealoha, BBB’s chief executive

officer. “They waste people’s

money but, more importantly,

they might keep them from get-

ting medically sound treatment.”

Federal agencies have come

across contaminated, counterfeit

and counterproductive pharma-

ceutical products, including Tam-

iflu, a prescription drug used to

treat H1N1 patients. What was

sold as the generic version of

Tamiflu actually contained Vita-

min C and other substances that

cannot treat nor prevent the

H1N1 virus. 

The proliferation of supposed

flu-prevention and flu-remedy

products online led the Federal

Drug Administration (FDA) to cre-

ate a “Fraudulent Products List”

on its website. In some cases, the

product might be legitimate—

such as an air purifier—but the

FDA questions the marketing lan-

guage and promised health ben-

efits used to sell the product. 

Other products listed include

lotions and gels, gloves and

masks, herbal extracts, sprays,

body washes, inhalers, flu kits,

supplements, tea and even a

shampoo.

Hawaii’s BBB offers some tips

to help protect you from swine flu

scams: 

• Be wary of promotions using

words such as “scientific

breakthrough,” “miracle cure,”

“secret ingredient” or “ancient

remedy.”

• Avoid websites that don’t list

the company’s name, physi-

cal address, phone number or

other contact information.

• Don’t fall for personal testi-

monials or claims that a prod-

uct is a quick, effective way to

can treat or cure an illness. 

• Follow health advice only

from a trusted source and

don’t believe any product’s

claims to prevent or cure

swine flu. 

For more tips and resources

to avoid swine flu scams, go to

hawaii.bbb.org.

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS
Fiction Writer to Hold Book
Signing at Punahou
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M
ANILA, Philippines - In

Siargao, an island off Min-

danao, the ride from

Sayak Airport to the town of Gen.

Luna takes about one hour over

30 kilometers of paved and rough

roads that skirt around mountains,

grazing land and mangroves. De-

spite the island’s relative remote-

ness, Alex, the driver I

commissioned on my recent visit

there, was knowledgeable enough

to explain to me and my compan-

ions how tourist arrivals to the is-

land have slowed down because

of the global financial crisis and

the A(H1N1) virus — tourism has

become the main source of in-

come for the local population.

Clearly, the issues that are worry-

ing leaders of economic power-

houses are also on the minds of

regular folks in the remotest

places. And yet, due to the very

nature of forecasts and projec-

tions, experts, and people like

Alex, cannot agree on what the fu-

ture holds for the Philippines.  

A couple of realizations can

be gleaned from our driver’s com-

ments. First, that this is indeed the

information age, where no one

has an excuse not to know what is

going on around the world. Sec-

ond, that the world economy has

become so integrated that even a

flu strain that first became evident

in Mexico can eventually affect the

livelihood of people in Siargao. 

Compared to its neighbors,

however, the Philippines may be

one of the least affected by devel-

opments in the economies of the

developed countries. It has actu-

ally been a place of relative peace

and calm economically ever since

the Asian financial crisis in the late

90’s. Our economy hasn’t stum-

bled as badly as our other Asian

neighbors, but in the same token

we also haven’t grown as fast as

these countries during boom

times.

In the current global financial

crisis, for example, Singapore,

Malaysia and Thailand have been

hardest hit in the ASEAN region,

with negative growth rates in the

first half of 2009. On the other

hand, the Philippines is one of

three countries (aside from In-

donesia and Vietnam) that regis-

tered positive year-on-year

quarterly real growth rates in

gross domestic product (GDP)

among the major ASEAN

economies (or the so-called

ASEAN-6). True to form, however,

the Philippines’ growth rates are

generally not as high as the other

two countries (see chart). The ob-

vious question begging to be

asked is: What’s so different about

the Philippines and what role will

such differences play (if at all) in

the country’s recovery from the

current economic crisis?

The answer to the first part of

the question is actually relatively

easy since the Philippines is in-

deed quite different economically

from the ASEAN-6. Except for In-

donesia, the Philippines has the

lowest ratio of exports and total in-

ternational trade to national in-

come among the ASEAN-6 —

29.4 percent and 63.4 percent, re-

spectively, in 2008. The country

has also consistently attracted the

lowest level and growth rate of for-

eign direct investments. Taken to-

gether, these characteristics make

the Philippines the least inte-

grated to the world economy

among the ASEAN-6. Thus, when

the economies of the developed

countries began to stall and con-

tract, the impact on the Philip-

pines was not as severe.

This is not to say that the

country is completely unaffected.

On the contrary, there is another

conduit through which the impact

of the world economy is more di-

rectly transmitted to the Philip-

pines: remittances from overseas

Filipino workers (OFWs).

In 2008, remittances from

OFWs reached $18.6 billion; that’s

the fourth largest in the world. This

is believed to be understated (by

much, some analysts say) as it is

limited to money that flowed

through the financial system.

At a recent talk given to the

executives of Punongbayan &

Araullo, Dr. Bernie Villegas of the

University of Asia and the Pacific

said that the IMF came up with an

estimate of how much global re-

mittances will decline in 2009 and

then distributed the decline equally

among the countries. Such

methodology, he said, does not

Philippines has this elixir that can

guarantee continued economic

growth? Well, maybe not an elixir,

but as long as OFWs continue to

channel large chunks of their earn-

ings to their families here, remit-

tances will remain one of the, if not

the, primary driver of the economy.

Let’s not forget, however, that a

weakening in OFW remittances in

the future could also spell big trou-

ble for the economy.  

In this way, it can be said that

the Philippines is in the same boat

as its neighbors in that our econ-

omy is also captive to forces out-

side the country. The only

difference is that we are depend-

ent on remittances while our neigh-

bors are dependent on trade.

Thus, even though the Philippines

is finding ways to power through

this global recession, the country

cannot escape the fact that like its

neighbors, it is highly dependent

on a handful of rich nations.

(www.philstar.com)

(The author is a director with Punong-
bayan & Araullo's Specialist Advisory
Services division.)

Philippine Economy: Quo Vadis? 
BUSINESS

account for the preference of the

receiving countries for Filipino

workers, which Dr. Villegas him-

self witnessed.

During a trip to Spain, Dr. Vil-

legas noticed that most of the

workers at the restaurant he was

dining at were Filipinos. When he

asked the owner about this, the

restaurateur gamely answered that

his patrons like Pinoys because,

unlike other workers, they make it a

point to bathe everyday. Through

personal experience, another pos-

sible reason could be a substitution

effect, whereby Filipinos abroad

send more remittances during

times of crises, thinking their fami-

lies need the extra help. This can

help combat the possible effects of

the global recession. Whatever the

reason, it is apparent that OFW re-

mittances continue to prop up the

economy despite its predicted

weakening.

Does this mean then that the

M
ANILA, Philippines - Believ-

ing that food brings out the

best in everyone, eight

restaurants in Serendra and Boni-

facio High Street have banded to-

gether to make a difference in the

lives of street children.

Virlanie Foundation, Inc., a pri-

vate non-sectarian child-caring in-

stitution in Manila, has partnered

with Arama, Cav, Chelsea, Cup-

cakes by Sonja, Fu, Healthy

Kitchen, Sentro 1771 and Xocolat

for a new campaign to highlight ed-

ucation for those who need it the

most — street children.

Dubbed “8 to Educate,” this

awareness campaign aims to pro-

mote and support education for dis-

advantaged children.

Dine at any of the eight partic-

ipating restaurants until Dec. 31

and help send a street kid to

school. Each restaurant has identi-

fied a special item on its menu that

bears a Virlanie sticker. For exam-

ple, when you order the fried

chicken cutlets at Sentro 1771, a

portion of the amount you pay for

the dish will be donated to Virlanie.

“The restaurants have also al-

lowed us to put this mini-stand on

their tables. The standee contains

information about the campaign.

Patrons of the restaurants can get

a pledge form from any of the par-

ticipating restaurants in case they

want to donate to us directly,” ex-

plains Celine Santillan, executive

director of Virlanie Foundation, Inc.

Virlanie and its campaign part-

ners are hopeful that their concern

for education extends beyond

mealtime.

“Eating is one of our favorite

pastimes. I’m sure foodies will

agree that this campaign is both a

fun and filling way to reach out to

the less fortunate. Imagine, not

only do you get to eat in a fine din-

ing restaurant, you also get to help

a child in the process,” adds Ce-

line.

DIFFERENT WAYS

TO EDUCATE

As Children’s Month (Octo-

ber) drew to a close, Virlanie Foun-

dation, Inc. was reminded of the

importance of education in the

lives of Filipino children.

For years now, the foundation

has been keen on providing street

kids with free education.

“We educate some 800 street

children. We normally send them

to public schools, while some at-

tend the Magellan Learning Cen-

ter,” added Celine. “We also have

a mobile school, which is stationed

in Paco and Divisoria. We now

have 441 students currently en-

rolled in public schools.”

The Magellan Learning Cen-

ter prepares street kids for formal

school. It is one of the education

programs of the foundation that

conducts a yearly assessment of

all the children in Virlanie’s resi-

dential homes. The center caters

to children from three to 22 years

of age — from nursery, pre-school,

elementary and high school to col-

lege (special cases).

“It is a support program that

aims to complement the formal ed-

ucation that the beneficiaries of

Virlanie receive from public school.

With three full-time teachers and

one coordinator, MLC has served

200 beneficiaries from the 12 resi-

dential homes as well as the chil-

dren in outreach communities,”

notes Celine.

Virlanie also provides special

education for differently-abled chil-

dren. The classes are facilitated by

SPED (Special Education) teach-

ers at the foundation’s Jade and

Aime homes. Some children attend

SPED schools outside Virlanie.

An average of 150 street chil-

dren in Paco and Divisoria benefit

from Virlanie’s Mobile Education

Unit. The foundation also has

home/school collaboration for chil-

dren who aren’t ready for big

schools yet. So far, they have a

total of 52 children who are tutored

in the homes and prepared for in-

tegration into public school.

Virlanie not only provides free

education but also cares for street

children who are abandoned,

abused, involved in forced labor,

and are found living in the streets.

“Today, we don’t just help

street children, but their entire fam-

ilies as well. Our Open Day Center

in Quiapo provides them with a

temporary shelter during the day.

Here, they can cook their meals

and eat together as a family,” Ce-

line says. They can also take a

bath and use the toilet facilities.

For only P800 a month, you

can support the educational needs

of an elementary student, pay for

his uniform, shoes, school sup-

plies, transportation, meals and

special projects.

“The amount varies for high

school and college. We hope that

after or midway through the cam-

paign we will be able to hear more

and more people say, ‘I ate to ed-

ucate. Shouldn’t you?’” adds Ce-

line. (www.philstar.com)

Virlanie Foundation, Inc. is at 4055
Yague St., Singkamas, Makati City.
For inquiries, call 895-3460, 896-
2289, e-mail info@virlanie.org.ph,
communications@virlanie.org.ph or
visit www.virlanie.org.

FOOD & LEISURE
I Eat, I Educate 
by Lai S. REYES



HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE - NEWS EDITION
NOVEMBER 14, 2009 7

by Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte TIPON

LEGAL MATTERS

O
bamacare - that is the pet

name for the health care re-

form bill - railroaded by the

U.S. House of Representatives by

a margin of 5 votes (220 to 215),

although it’s “dead on arrival” in the

Senate, said a leading Senator.

I consulted a medicine man

on what he thought of Obamacare.

“Bad medicine, man,” he said.

Here are 7 deadly reasons

why:

1. USE OF FORCE. Under Oba-

macare, America will no

longer be the home of the

free. Obamacare uses force

to compel Americans to buy

health care insurance. It will

be illegal for people not to

have health insurance. If you

have no insurance, you will

pay a penalty including possi-

ble jail time. How cruel can

these Obamacareans be?

2. GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER

OF HEALTH CARE. Oba-

macare is socialized medi-

cine. We will become the

United Socialist States of

America. Obamacareans

want to bankrupt health care

providers by offering very low

rates so that the government

will have a monopoly. Then

they will raise the rates. You

will be calling an 800 number

to make appointments with a

government selected doctor. If

you make misrepresentations

about your health status, it

could be a federal offense --

lying to government officials to

obtain benefits, like lying to of-

ficials to obtain immigration

benefits.

3. FBI COULD LOOK AT YOUR

MEDICAL RECORD. If the

government is running health

care, your medical record is a

government record. The FBI

and other government agen-

cies will be able to look at it. It

will be accessible via the inter-

net just like criminal records.

You will have no more privacy. 

4. PUNISHES SENIORS. Oba-

macare cuts about $500 mil-

lion from Medicare spending

for seniors. Obamacareans

obviously hate senior citizens.

They think they are useless.

Their excuse is that there is a

lot of waste in Medicare.  But

Medicare is run by the govern-

ment. What will happen if the

entire health care system is

run by the government? Total

waste.

5. ALI BABA AND THE 40

THIEVES. Ali Baba robbed the

rich to help the poor. Or was it

Robin Hood. To pay for subsi-

dies for the poor, Obamacare

imposes a surcharge of 5.4

percent on people with ad-

justed gross income of more

than $500,000 for individuals

and $1 million for joint filers.

Why punish these people.

What have they done to de-

serve such cruel punishment?

If they earned their money by

unlawful means, they should

not only be taxed, they should

be jailed. But if they earned

their money the old fashioned

way -- by honestly working for

it, it's unjust to punish them.

6. BARS ABORTION COVER-

AGE. The liberal pro-abortion-

ists are hopping mad because

Obamacare will not cover the

costs of abortion. This was a

concession to certain conser-

vatives so they could get the 5

votes to pass Obamacare.

Women needing an abortion -

- like victims of rape and incest

or those whose lives are en-

dangered by their pregnancy -

- will have to pay for the cost

of the operation because the

government will not cover it.

But those sneaky members of

congress must have whis-

pered to the liberals. Don’t

worry, we will include cover-

age later by tagging it to a bill

that will surely be approved -

like the Department of De-

fense appropriation bill.

7. ILLEGAL ALIENS WILL BE

COVERED. Obamacare does

not contain a provision specif-

ically prohibiting coverage for

illegal aliens. Stop calling ille-

gal aliens “undocumented

aliens”. Every alien is docu-

mented, otherwise how could

they work and travel by plane.

But their documents are

mostly fake. These illegal

aliens will get a subsidy paid

for by our taxes in order to pay

for their health insurance pre-

miums. What an irony that a

legal beneficiary of an immi-

grant visa petition will not be

able to get a subsidized health

care premium because their

petitioner’s affidavit of support

guarantees that they will not

become a “public charge”.

Getting a government subsidy

makes them a public charge.

The petitioners will pay from

their own pocket the health

care benefits for their legal

beneficiaries  while illegal

aliens will be enjoying subsi-

dized health care paid for by

us.

I saw Obama in person at the

Kahala (Hawaii’s Manila Hotel).

Obama might be a nice guy to have

beer with at a Waikiki bar. But, ex-

cuse me, I have no taste for Oba-

macare.

(ATTY. TIPON is from Laoag City, Philip-
pines. He holds a Master of Laws degree
from Yale Law School and a Bachelor of
Laws degree from U.P. He is admitted to
practice law before the U.S. Supreme Court,
other U.S. Courts, and Philippine courts. He
handles cases throughout the U.S. and the
Philippines. He specializes in immigration
law and criminal defense. Office: 905 Umi
St., Suite 201, Honolulu, HI 96819. Tel.
( 8 0 8 )  8 4 7 - 1 6 0 1 .  E - m a i l :
filamlaw@yahoo.com. Website: www.Im-
migrationServicesUSA.com. Listen to his
very interesting, useful, and humorous pro-
gram "Immigration X Files" on KNDI
Hawaii radio 1270 AM on the dial every
Friday 7:30-8:00 a.m. This article is for
general information only. It is not legal ad-
vice. It may not be cited as an authority.)

Obamacare is Bad Medicine; It’s Full
of Warts
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Save the Date For 2010
Filipino Fiesta
ORGANIZERS OF THE ANNUAL FIL-

IPINO FIESTA are encouraging Filipinos to

mark their calendars for the 2010 edition of

the foremost and largest event for Hawaii’s Fil-

ipino community. The event is scheduled for

Saturday, May 8, 2010 at Kapiolani Park.

The theme for this year’s event is “Lakbay

Kultura” which will take you on a journey of the

various Philippine cultures. The day-long event

will start with a parade down Kalakaua Avenue,

with several floats depicting Philippine culture.

The 2010 parade will include the Flores De

Mayo, a popular Filipino tradition held annually

during the month of May.

The Fiesta will showcase various as-

pects of Filipino culture, with a regional cul-

tural village, a Keiki Village, food booths and

an all day-long entertainment program featur-

ing local and Philippine-based artists. Various

business and sponsor booths will allow local

entrepreneurs to showcase their products to

the thousands of people who attend this an-

nual event.

For more information and reservations

(parade, booth and food vendors), please

contact the Fil-Com Center at 680-0451.

IN A MEDIA BRIEFING AND UPDATE

HELD OCTOBER 28, 2009, U.S. Census

officials sent an early reminder to the public of

the significance of the 2010 Census. 

Census questionnaires will be mailed or

delivered to Hawaii households beginning in

March 2010. From May 2010 - July 2010, cen-

sus takers will visit households that did not re-

turn questionnaires by mail. 

To achieve an accurate assessment of

the number and location of the people living

in the U.S., the Constitution mandates a cen-

sus of the population every 10 years. The

census totals determine which states gain or

lose representation in Congress. Census

data will also determine how more than $4

trillion is allocated to local, state and tribal

governments over the next 10 years. 

It is estimated that Hawaii receives

$1,200 per person in federal funds. In order

for funding allocation to be accomplished

fairly and accurately, the goal of the census is

to count everybody, count them only once

and count them in the right place. The facts

gathered in the census also help shape deci-

sions for the rest of the decade about public

health, neighborhood improvements, trans-

portation, education, senior services and

much more. 

In the 2000 Census, Hawaii had one of

the lowest response rates in the nation. Be-

cause of the importance of an accurate

count, the Census Bureau is making an

extra effort to ensure that every person in

Hawaii is counted. Local officials, media

outlets and private industries are all partic-

ipating to help in this effort.

The Census Bureau will not ask the

legal status of respondents in any of its sur-

veys and census programs. The Census

will ask a person’s name, gender, age, race,

ethnicity, relationship and whether you own

or rent your home. 

Responses to the 2010 Census ques-

tionnaire are required by law, are used for

statistical purposes only and are strictly con-

fidential. By law, the Census Bureau cannot

share individually identifiable or a house-

hold’s questionnaire responses with anyone,

including other federal agencies and law en-

forcement entities. The law applies to the

White House, U.S. Supreme Court, Internal

Revenue Service, U.S. Citizenship and Im-

migration Services, police, military and wel-

fare agencies. 

To help ensure that the nation’s in-

creasingly diverse population can answer

the questionnaire accurately and completely,

questionnaires will be printed in 59 lan-

guages. 

For more information on the 2010 Cen-

sus, please visit www.census.gov/2010.

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Census Officials Urge
Hawaii Residents to be
Counted in 2010

PHILIPPINE NEWS

RP Unlikely to Get
Additional Fund from US
Because of Corruption
Index 

MANILA, Philippines (Xinhua) -

THE PHILIPPINES IS NOT

LIKELY TO GET AN ADDI-

TIONAL 500-MILLION-US-

DOLLAR poverty reduction funding from a

United States government aid agency after it

failed anew in Washington's latest corruption

index.

Washington-based Millen-

nium Challenge Corporation

(MCC), which initially granted

$21 million to the Philippines

under the agency's threshold

program in 2007 to fund anti-

corruption projects, made the

announcement on Tuesday ahead of US

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's visit to

by Paolo ROMERO /
Tuesday, November 11, 2009 
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man to wrap up its investigations

before resorting to any other legal

remedy.

While he is not the lawyer of

President Arroyo, Rondain ex-

pressed the same opinion that

there is no evidence that could pin

her down.

The President’s lawyer, Ro-

mulo Macalintal, could not be

reached for comment.

The Blue Ribbon has yet to re-

lease the full 127-page committee

report signed by Gordon, with Sen-

ate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi-

mentel Jr., Senators Joker Arroyo

and Edgardo Angara as principal

sponsors.

Out of the 17 members of the

committee, nine senators have yet

to sign the report in order to ap-

prove the committee report.

The on-and-off investigation

began in September 2007 and was

concluded last September after 13

days of grueling hearings, four

technical working groups and 41

witnesses.

‘LOTS TO ANSWER FOR’
The committee report said the

Office of the Ombudsman should

take the initiative of investigating

the President over her role in the

ZTE deal.

“The President has lots to an-

swer for. The (Office of the Om-

budsman) is wrong in merely

dismissing the case against the

President on the mere pretext of

presidential immunity from suit.

The Ombudsman must make a

finding and forward it to the House

of Representatives,” the report

said.

The committee noted Mrs. Ar-

royo enjoys immunity from suit and

can only be charged after her term

ends on June 30, 2010.

Nonetheless, the committee

said the Ombudsman has the con-

stitutional duty to investigate im-

peachable officers, including the

President.

“What the (Ombudsman)

should have done was to investi-

gate and make findings to transmit

to the House, if an impeachment

would have been warranted, rather

than a blanket statement of excul-

pation because of supposed im-

munity,” the report read.

Press Secretary Cerge Re-

monde said President Arroyo did

what she had to do after the anom-

aly came out in the open.

“It is not true that the President

did not act on the report of (Neri)

that there was an attempt to bribe

him. The President ordered Interior

Secretary Ronaldo Puno to investi-

gate through the PNP (Philippine

National Police),” Remonde said.

Remonde added Puno or-

dered the PNP to conduct the

probe but the result was still incon-

clusive.

“Puno reported to the Presi-

dent that there was no basis to file

charges against anyone at that

time,” Remonde said.
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MANILA, Philippines - THE SEN-

ATE BLUE RIBBON COM-

MITTEE has recommended the

filing of graft charges against First

Gentleman Jose Miguel “Mike” Ar-

royo and other personalities in-

volved in the anomalous

$329-million national broadband

network (NBN) contract with

China’s ZTE Corp.

In the same report, the com-

mittee recommended the further in-

vestigation of President Arroyo for

her role in the approval of the con-

troversial contract.

The committee, led by Sen.

Richard Gordon, also sought the fil-

ing of charges against business-

man Jose “Joey” de Venecia III and

former government consultant

Rodolfo Lozada Jr., the two whis-

tle-blowers of the case.

The committee also recom-

mended the filing of graft charges

against former socio-economic

planning secretary Romulo Neri,

former elections chief Benjamin

Abalos and Transportation and

Communications Secretary Lean-

dro Mendoza, as well as Assistant

Secretaries Elmer Soneja and

Lorenzo Formoso.

Gordon said the committee

also found substantial evidence to

warrant the filing of charges

against Deputy Executive Secre-

tary Manuel Gaite and Environ-

ment and Natural Resources

Secretary Lito Atienza for their al-

leged attempt to prevent Lozada

from testifying at the Senate.

Gordon said Gaite and

Atienza could be charged with vio-

lation of Article 150 of the Revised

Penal Code.

The First Gentleman, through

his lawyer Ruy Rondain, said they

have yet to receive a copy of the

Senate report.

“I haven’t seen the report but I

would like to point out that there

was a case filed by several individ-

uals several months ago before the

Office of the Ombudsman and the

Ombudsman a few months ago

came out with a resolution saying

there is no evidence linking the

First Gentleman (to the) case,”

Rondain told The STAR.

Rondain said the Ombuds-

man, after reviewing evidence in-

cluding the entire Senate transcript

of the hearings, “found no evidence

versus Atty. Arroyo beyond specu-

lations and conjectures.”

Rondain brushed aside the

legal implications of the Senate re-

port against Mr. Arroyo, saying it

was only recommendatory.

Rondain declared there is “no

remedy” for any party to file a suit

against Mr. Arroyo following the

Senate report, since only the Om-

budsman is authorized to handle

such cases.

“We will let the process take its

course,” he said.

Rondain said the com-

plainants must allow the Ombuds-

PHILIPPINE NEWS
Senate Panel Tags GMA, First Gentleman in ZTE Case  
by Aurea CALICA /
Tuesday, November 11, 2009 

Gordon, however, said the

findings of the committee revealed

the President did not act accord-

ingly even after she was informed

by Neri of the bribery attempt by

Abalos.

After confirming the bribery at-

tempt, Neri has refused to comment

further on the issue, claiming he has

said all he knows about the contract

when he testified before the Senate

in September last year.

Neri repeatedly shot down calls

for him to disclose the details of his

conversations with Mrs. Arroyo on

the matter by invoking executive

privilege.

“You could see the litany of er-

rors on the part of the President, ap-

parently she was not able to crack

the whip on her people,” Gordon

said.

The Senate committee ex-

plained the First Gentleman should

be charged with violations of Sec-

tion 4 (a) and 5 of Republic Act No.

3019, otherwise

known as the Anti-

Graft and Corrupt

Practices Act, partic-

ularly against private

individuals involved

in “business, transac-

tion, application, re-

quest or contract with

the government.”

Gordon said the

Arroyos, along with

then Speaker Jose

de Venecia Jr., went

to Shenzhen in

China, even played

golf and had lunch

with ZTE officials on

Nov. 2, 2006.

It was during

that visit when the

scandal broke out

that the NBN deal

was being rigged to

favor several govern-

ment officials, he

said.

G o r d o n

stressed the Presi-

dent should explain

her meeting with ZTE

officials.

In March 2007,

De Venecia’s son

Joey broke open the

anomaly when he im-

plicated Mr. Arroyo

for allegedly trying to

bully him from pursu-

ing the NBN contract

in favor of ZTE.

The younger De

Venecia testified that

capacity.”

Lozada and Neri, on the other

hand, should also be charged for

the same violations, the committee

said.

The Senate committee added

Abalos should also be charged with

violation of Article 212 of the Re-

vised Penal Code for corruption of

public officials.

Lozada will also have to face a

case for alleged violation of the Civil

Service Law for taking part in the

negotiations when he was chief of

the Philippine Forest Corp., an

agency connected with the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural

Resources.

Lozada was also the former

consultant of the NBN contract that

eventually went in favor of ZTE.

Lozada echoed the testi-

monies of De Venecia III in implicat-

ing the First Gentleman and Abalos

in the Senate inquiry over the deal.

Mendoza, Soneja and For-

moso, on the other hand, were

also recommended by the com-

mittee to be charged with violation

Section 3 (a) of RA 3019 for “di-

rectly and indirectly having financ-

ing or pecuniary interest in any

business, contract, or transaction

in connection with which he inter-

venes or takes part in his official

capacity, or in which he is prohib-

ited by the Constitution or by any

law from having any interest.”

(www.philstar.com)

Mr. Arroyo pointed a finger at him

while telling him to “back off” from

pursuing the NBN project.

De Venecia went on to testify

that Abalos was acting as the bro-

ker of the NBN contract and was

fronting for Mr. Arroyo.

Gordon explained the younger

De Venecia should be charged with

the same violation of Section 5 of

RA 3019, just like the First Gentle-

man as private individuals.

He said the elder De Venecia

should be charged for violation of

Section 7 (d) of the Code of Con-

duct and Ethical Standards for Pub-

lic Officials for meddling in the deal.

The committee said Abalos

should be charged with violation

Section 3 (a) of RA 3019 for “per-

suading, inducing or influencing an-

other public officer to perform an act

and (h) for directly or indirectly hav-

ing financing or pecuniary interest in

any business, contract or transac-

tion in connection with which he in-

tervenes or takes part in his official

The First Couple, Atty. Mike Arroyo and PGMA (left) and “whistleblowers”
Jun Lozada and Joey de Venecia, III
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MANILA, Philippines - THE COM-

MISSION ON ELECTIONS

(COMELEC) yesterday assured

former President Joseph Estrada

and other opposition leaders that

the first automated elections in the

country’s political history, would be

“fraud free.”

Comelec spokesman James

Jimenez assured Estrada and

other leaders of the opposition Pw-

ersa ng Masang Pilipino (PMP) that

the automated counting machines

(ACMs) that the Comelec will use

in the 2010 elections are more se-

cure, fast, transparent and clean.

Jimenez pointed out the

ACMs, also known as the Precinct

Count Optical Scan (PCOS) ma-

chines, have been proven suc-

cessful in elections in other

countries.

“The feeding of ballots by the

voters will be one by one. A mini-

mum of 10 people can vote at the

same time. The counting machines

are in front of everyone. The only

thing that the Board of Elections In-

spectors (BEI) will do is to close the

machine for voting after the pre-

scribed time,” Jimenez said.

Jimenez assured the ACMs

would be placed in very visible

areas on election day to ensure

transparency and prevent possible

switching of votes.

Jimenez also stressed the im-

portant role played by poll watch-

ers from the different political

parties.

“Poll watchers are not irrele-

vant. Since the machine is new,

watchers are more relevant,” he

said.

Jimenez stressed the need for

the Filipino voters to remain vigilant

during the whole election process,

pointing out that voters are more

serious in their quest for honest,

clean and accurate elections.

“We think that the Filipino vot-

ers are more serious than that. I

think they will stay. There will be a

waiting room for the voters. Our

voting is not steady. The people are

coming once in a while,” he said.

Jimenez joined officials of the

joint venture Smartmatic Inc. in

briefing Estrada and the PMP that

irregularities that marked the 2004

elections would be a thing of the

past.

“There will be no more ‘Garci’

there,” Jimenez said, referring to

election official Virgilio “Garci” Gar-

cillano who was widely believed to

have been responsible for rigging

the results in Mindanao during the

2004 presidential elections.

“Garci will not fit in the (auto-

mated counting) machine. We

have 80,122 precincts all over the

country and we will have 82,200

machines,” he said.

Jimenez said the automated

elections next year is more se-

cured.

“With the automated counting,

the counting will be done in one

minute. After you vote in the old

system, you put it in the ballot box,

then leave the place. In automa-

tion, after you finish filling it up (the

new ballot), you bring it to the

counting machine, feed it in and it

will be counted,” he said.

He said under the new sys-

tem, no one, except for the Board

of Elections Inspectors, would han-

dle the ballots that would be elec-

tronically transmitted.

Jimenez said there is no need

for the voter to linger in the polling

precinct, since the transmission of

the results of the elections could be

done in half a second.

Jimenez said the new system

would also ensure that the winner

would be proclaimed sooner.

Jimenez also said the Com-

elec has prepared a contingency

plan in case any of the machines

malfunction.

“Once the machine malfunc-

tions, we have contingency for that.

We can replace the ballot if the ma-

chine cannot scan the ballot. Take

the memory card and deliver it to

another machine that can transmit

the ballot results,” he said.

Jimenez said the automated

elections would transform and

change the habit of Filipino voters.

“These transformations in-

clude the way we will vote; the way

we will count; the way we will can-

vass and the way we will transmit

the results of the voting. There will

be no more identity theft in the vot-

ers’ lists,” he said.

Under the old system, the

voter would need to write the entire

names of the candidates of their

choice, while under the automated

system, the voter would simply

shade the figure beside the name

of the candidate of their choice.

“Once you over vote, the (bal-

lot) will not be read by the machine

and that will be (considered) stray

(vote),” Jimenez explained.

ASSURANCE NOT ENOUGH

Before the Comelec briefing,

Estrada aired his concerns over

what Malacañang would do during

the elections.

Estrada said Malacañang

must also make public assurances

that there will be honest and clean

by Jose Rodel CLAPANO /
Wednesday, October 11, 2009 

elections next year.

“I have faith in the Comelec,

but we don’t know what the people

in Malacañang are going to do.

We have to get the assurance of

Malacañang for honest and clean

elections in 2010,” he said.

Estrada personally tested the

PCOS machines during the brief-

ing of the Comelec but did not say

if he was satisfied by the outcome.

Estrada though noted the in-

formation campaign of the Com-

elec to educate the voting public

about the new election system.

He said Comelec may not be

able to effectively educate the

400,000 teachers and the six other

major political parties on the intri-

cacies of the new voting system,

considering that the election is

barely six months away.

For his part, Senate President

Juan Ponce Enrile said the auto-

mated election is not an assur-

ance that a true leader would

emerge and solve the present

socio-economic problems of the

nation.

Enrile said the Filipino voters

needed to be educated on how to

choose “honest and capable lead-

ers.”

“The 2010 elections is not just

a question of clean and honest

elections. The clear question is the

person elected through the auto-

mated elections is capable of ad-

dressing the problems of the

country. We must educate the

people to chose honest and capa-

ble persons who have the ability to

govern,” he said.

PMP spokesman Ralph

Calinisan said the automated polls

bring the Filipino election system

to a higher level.

“A new dawn now awaits us.

The age of automated elections is

now here. The 2010 elections is

the Filipino people’s chance to ex-

ercise his right to vote through the

PCOS machine…knowledge is

power. With help from our friends

in Comelec and Smartmatic, the

PMP is the first political party to

conduct such a briefing,” Calinisan

said.

Calinisan said the PMP would

be working with the Comelec and

the joint venture Smartmatic-TIM

in ensuring clean and honest elec-

tions next year.

Smartmatic-TIM officials, for

their part, said they would hire

some 50,000 “technical support

representatives” who will help

troubleshoot the PCOS machines.

Bonifacio Belen, regional

manager of Smartmatic-TIM, said

they have tapped the manpower

firms Placewell, Manred and Ven-

tureslink to recruit the information

technology specialists that would

be deployed in polling precincts

across the nation on May 10, 2010.

“There is no shortage of patri-

otic and IT-savvy Filipinos who

want to be part of history,” Belen

said.

Bonifacio added the poll au-

tomation project could “probably

(be) one of the single biggest hir-

ing jobs ever undertaken in the

country.”

Bonifacio also said that the

specialists would be trained on how

PCOS machines work, enabling

them to do troubleshooting on elec-

tion day.

Comelec Commissioner Gre-

gorio Larrazabal added the spe-

cialists would have to be certified

by the Department of Science and

Technology (DOST) before they

could be hired.

Larrazabal added the Com-

elec would also hire an IT expert

per municipality and city to super-

vise the specialists of Smartmatic-

TIM. (www.philstar.com)

Comelec Vows Fraud-free Automated Elections 

(Clockwise) Comelec Chairman Jose Melo tests the automated voting, Com-
elec spokesman James Jimenez, and former President Joseph Estrada
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by Reuben S.
SEGURITAN

C
ongress has approved a bill

amending the rule that if the

petitioner dies, the petition

is automatically revoked.  The bill

is expected to be signed into law

by President Obama soon.

The new legislation will pro-

vide relief to surviving spouses

and surviving family members.

Surviving spouses will be

able to file a self-petition for per-

manent residence even if they

were married for less than two (2)

years.  Under the old law, they

were deportable as only surviving

spouses married for at least two

years had the right to self peti-

tion.

Surviving family members

will also be allowed to pursue

their green card applications de-

spite the death of their petitioning

relatives provided they resided in

the U.S. at the time of the death

of the relatives and they continue

to reside in the U.S.  Under the

old law, the said family members

lost the immigration benefit de-

rived from the petition once the

petitioner died.

Surviving family members

covered under the new law in-

clude the spouse, parent and

minor children of a U.S. citizen

with pending or approved peti-

tions and the married or unmar-

ried son or daughter of a citizen,

the spouse or child of a perma-

nent resident and the brother or

sister of a citizen, who have

pending or approved petitions.

They also include the deriv-

ative beneficiaries of pending or

approved employment-based pe-

titions, the beneficiaries of pend-

ing or approved asylee/refugee

relative petitions, nonimmgrants

in T (trafficking victims) or U

(crime victims) status and

asylees.

The following example illus-

trates how the law will benefit the

surviving family member.

A U.S. citizen parent peti-

tioned his married daughter under

the family-based third preference

category.  The petition is approved

but because the wait time to get a

visa number is long – 18 years in

the case of a Philippine national –

it is not uncommon that the peti-

tioner dies.  The petition or the

daughter’s application for adjust-

ment of status and any related ap-

plication will continue to be

adjudicated notwithstanding the

death of the petitioning parent un-

less the approval would not be in

the public interest.

If the daughter dies prior to

the interview, the derivative bene-

ficiaries, meaning the husband

and her minor unmarried children

will continue with their adjustment

of status applications.

Another example:  An em-

ployer files an employment-based

third preference petition on behalf

of his employee but the employee

dies before the immigration inter-

view.  His wife and daughter will

be allowed to continue with their

adjustment applications. 

Beneficiaries who were

abroad at the time of the death of

the petitioner will not be protected

under the new law but they will still

be able under the old law to re-

quest humanitarian reinstatement.

If their request is granted, the pe-

tition that was revoked upon the

death of the petitioner will be rein-

stated.

Under the provision that will

allow the filing of a self-petition by

a surviving spouse, the law does

not require that a petition had

been filed by the deceased citizen

spouse.  But it requires the filing of

the I-360 petition within two (2)

years from the passage of the law.

Unmarried children may be in-

cluded in the self-petition.

If the surviving spouse is out-

side the U.S., he/she can apply for

an immigrant visa abroad after the

approval of the I-360 petition.  If

he/she is in the U.S., the I-360 can

be filed together with the adjust-

ment of status application.  An af-

fidavit of support is not required to

be submitted although the appli-

cant must still prove that he/she

will not become a public charge.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been prac-
ticing law for over 30 years. For further in-
formation, you may call him at (212) 695
5281 or log on to his website at www.segu-
ritan.com
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PHILIPPINE NEWS
Bank Lending Expands by 5.9% in September 

MANILA, Philippines - THE

GROWTH IN COMMERCIAL

BANK LENDING remained

steady at 5.9 percent in Septem-

ber, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip-

inas (BSP) reported yesterday.

Statistics released by the

central bank showed that the out-

standing loans of commercial

banks excluding reverse repur-

chase agreements (RRPs)

reached P1.98 trillion in Septem-

ber from P1.87 trillion in the same

period last year.

The amount was also P39

billion more than the P1.94 trillion

lent by commercial banks in Au-

gust.

The expansion of outstand-

ing loans net of RRPs was slower

than the 8.7 percent growth reg-

istered in July to P1.93 trillion

from P1.776 trillion in the same

month last year.

On the other hand, total

loans of commercial banks in-

cluding RRPs grew by 6.9 per-

cent to P2.178 trillion in

September from P2.052 trillion in

the same month last year and 3.5

percent higher than the P2.03 tril-

lion registered in August.

BSP Governor Amando M.

Tetancgo Jr. said the increasing

signs of global economic recov-

ery along with ample liquidity con-

ditions should provide support to

credit activity going forward.

Preliminary data indicated

that loans for production activities

expanded year-on-year by 5.2

percent to P1.765 trillion in Sep-

ing would continue to grow in

double digit level this year amid

the slackening domestic econ-

omy brought about by the full im-

pact of the global economic

meltdown.

BSP Deputy Governor

Nestor Espenilla Jr. earlier told

reporters that the projected 10

percent growth in bank lending is

“doable” this year despite the

slackening domestic economy.

“I expect credit growth to re-

main positive. The projected 10

percent growth in bank lending is

still doable,” Espenilla said.

(www.philstar.com)

tember from P1.738 trillion in Au-

gust, lower than the 5.7-percent

growth reported in August.

The expansion of lending to

some productive sectors, accord-

ing to the central bank, was pulled

down by the contraction in other

sector led by manufacturing.

Manufacturing loans which

accounted for 14.5 percent of the

total loans contracted by 20.5 per-

cent amid the still weak demand

for exports while construction

loans plunged by 18.3 percent

due to the ongoing correction in

the property market.

Loans extended to the fol-

lowing productive sectors, which

comprised nearly half of total

loans, were major contributors to

lending growth particularly to

transportation, storage and com-

munication that surged by 42 per-

cent followed by electricity, gas

and water that jumped by 40.3

percent.

Furthermore, the growth in

consumption loans improved to

6.9 percent in September from

5.3 percent in August due to

faster growth in auto loans and

credit card lending.

Despite the slowdown, the

BSP still believes that bank lend-

by Lawrence AGCAOLI /
Wednesday, October 11, 2009 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
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ELPDIO QUIRINO-

MAIKADUA A PRESIDENTE

ITI FILIPINAS

Nayanak idiay Vigan, Ilocos

Sur idi Nobiembre 16, 1890 kada

Mariano Quirino iti Caoayan, Ilocos

Sur ken Gregoria Rivera iti Agoo,

La Union. Nadumaduma a wagas

a nagserbi kadagiti kailianna ma-

nipud iti kinamaestro, sa diputado,

senador, sekretario iti aduana, bise

presidente, sekretario iti foreign af-

PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

fairs iti administrasion ni Presidente

Manuel Roxas, sa nagpresidente

apaman a pimmusay ni Roxas idi

Agosto 15, 1948, ket nabotosan a

presidente idi Nobiembre 1949.

Tapno mapasayaat ti ekonomnia ti

pagilian, intrabahona ti panagawat

iti tulong ti America. Nakinegosiar

THE PHILIPPINES WILL

SOON BE A DESTINATION for

Costa Cruises, Europe’s premier

cruise company. The company re-

cently has announced the launch

of its new ship that will include the

Philippines in its route.

Costa Cruises debuted the

Costa Classica. According to the

Philippines’ Department of

Tourism, Manila will be one of its

key ports of call.

Dagiti Bannuar iti Ilocos Sur
iti makuna a Philippine-United

States Defense Pact idi Agosto 30,

1951. Pimmusay idi 1951.

JOSE BURGOS- 

MARTIR ITI 1872
Nalatak ti Gomburza a martir

iti 1872 Cavite Revolt. Ket maysa

nga anak ti Vigan, Ilocos Sur ni Fa-

ther Jose Burgos kadagitoy.

Nayanak iti Vigan, Ilocos Sur idi

Pebrero 9, 1873 kada Jose Tibur-

cio Burgos, maysa a teniente iti

Spanish militia iti Ilocos Sur ken

Florencia Garcia a natibo ti Vigan.

Intedna ti biagna iti kinapadi apa-

man a naordenan idi Disiembre 17,

1864. Nagsaad a kas second

urate, magistrate ken chief curate

iti Manila Cathedral ken fiscal iti

Ecclesiastical court. Aktibo ken

saan a mabmableg a kameng iti

Comite Reformador, kampion iti

by Amado I. YORO
ILOKO

sekiularisasion dagiti papadi a Fil-

ipino. Implicate in the Cavity Mutiny

idi Enero 20, 1872 ken executed

babaen iti Garrote iti Bagumbayan

idi Pebrero 17, 1872.

DIEGO SILANG, PANGULO

ITI ILOCOS REVOLT

Nayanak idiay Aringay, Pan-

gasinan idi Disiembre 16, 1730

kada Miguel Silang ken Nicolasa

delos Santos. Indauluanna ti

nalatak nga Ilocos Sur Revolt idi

1762-1763. Babaen iti panangi-

daulona kadagiti rebelde, adu a

balligi ti nagun-odda. Nupay ababa

dayta a panawen saan a nagbayag

gapu iti pananglib-at kenkuana ti

kabusorna a Miguel Vicos, a nang-

paltog kenkuana iti pagtaenganna

idi Mayo 1763.

GABRIELA SILANG, UMUNA

A BABAI ITI FILIPINAS A

DAULO TI REBELDE

Isu ti maawawagan nga

umuna a Babai a Lider Dagiti Re-

belde iti Filipinas. Nayanak idiyay

Bario Caniogan, Santa, Ilocos Sur

idi Marso 19, 1731. Isu ti nan-

gallawat a dagus iti liderato a na-

panawan ti asawana a Diego gapu

iti pannalkalib-at. Dina binigbig ken

tinnallikudanna ti kombension

sosial, linaksidna ti makuna a mor-

tal fear, inarmasanna ti bagina ket

nakibakal iti tay-ak ti gubatan

babaen iti suporta dagiti padana a

rebelde.

Bitay ti nanggibus ti biagna idi

Setiembre 20, 1763 iti Vigan.MAINLAND NEWS

MONA PASQUIL HAS BEEN

APPOINTED as interim lieu-

tenant governor of California—

the first Filipina and first woman

named to that position.

Pasquil assumes the state’s

second-in-command after former

Lt. Gov. John Garamendi won a re-

cent special election to replace the

Congressional seat vacated by for-

mer California Rep. Ellen

Tauscher. A provision in the state’s

Constitution allows Pasquil, who is

Garamendi’s chief of staff, to serve

is highly deserving of her new po-

sition,” says Alice Bulos, a former

sociology professor at the Univer-

sity of Santo Tomas in Manila. “I

personally know Mona as a very

hardworking public servant and

very intelligent person.” 

State Sen. Leland Yee, a long-

time friend of the Bay Area Filipino

American community, also praised

her appointment.

“I have no doubt that she will

do well in her temporary role as

lieutenant governor. Her previous

rector for Gov. Gray Davis, Califor-

nia political director for

Gore/Lieberman 2000, deputy

CEO for the 2000 Democratic Na-

tional Convention, western political

director in the Clinton White House,

western political desk and director

of Asian Pacific affairs at the DNC.

She is the daughter of a gifted

jazz pianist, enjoys singing and is

involved with My Sister’s House, a

safe haven for Asian Pacific Is-

lander victims of domestic violence.

In her spare time, Pasquil trains for

a Grand Canyon hike or marathon

each year to raise money for the

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

(FilAmNation)

responsibilities in the Clinton ad-

ministration, other governments

and serving as Garamendi’s chief

of staff will give her the support and

knowledge needed for this new po-

sition. This is another great ac-

complishment for Filipino

Americans in California,” he says.

Pasquil has served on staff for

the Kerry Edwards presidential

campaign as Deputy Political Di-

rector for Constituency Groups. A

leader in the Asian Pacific Islander

community, she was the political di-

Filipina Appointed as Lt. Gov. of California

Pacquiao Hits Vegas
as Heavy Favorite

LAS VEGAS – THE NUMBERS

THAT ARE REFLECTED IN

THE GIANT ELECTRONIC

BILLBOARD of Mandalay Bay’s

betting station suggest a one-

sided contest this coming Satur-

day.

Now it’s even harder to think

that Manny Pacquiao is facing

Miguel Cotto, the WBO welter-

weight champion who is sup-

posed to be the younger, bigger

and stronger fighter.

Pacquiao arrived here in Sin

City late Monday evening after a

delayed five-hour trip from Los

Angeles, and amid all the bright,

colorful lights stood as the over-

whelming favorite.

Based on the odds, the 30-

year-old Filipino superstar is now

a -350 favorite, meaning you

need to place $350 just to win a

hundred bucks.

And for those rooting for

Cotto, there’s everything to win

and nothing to lose now. The 29-

year-old champion from Puerto

Rico is placed at +270, meaning

you get $270 dollars for every bet

of $100.

Pacquiao is so favored that

fight fans are looking for a knock-

out win for the reigning pound-for-

pound champion who climbs the

ring six months after a spectacu-

lar second-round knockout of

Ricky Hatton at the MGM Grand.

Odds that this fight won’t last

the distance are at -155 and that it

would are at +125. It’s now 1/2 that

Pacquiao would win by a knockout

and 6/1 if it’s Cotto up on his feet in

case of a knockout.

Pacquiao left LA a little past

five in the afternoon, on board his

gray SUV, together with his wife,

Jinkee, and a couple of friends. Be-

hind them were a few other vehi-

cles and the customized Pacquiao

bus.

Everybody went straight to

Pacquiao’s suite at Mandalay Bay

where a feast of Filipino food was

prepared beforehand.

Pacquiao, with no problems at

all with his weight, enjoyed his din-

ner of bulalo, kaldereta, chicken

and rice.(www.philstar.com)

President Elpidio Quirino

by Abac CORDERO /
Wednesday, October 11, 2009 

as acting lieutenant governor until

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s ap-

pointee is confirmed. 

Pasquil, 45, will serve in a

temporary capacity until the major-

ity of both the California Senate

and the Assembly confirms or re-

scinds her appointment during a

regular session in January 2010.

Her appointment was wel-

comed news for Filipinos in the

U.S. and abroad. 

“The Filipino-American com-

munity is very proud of Mona, who
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MARIA LEBATA-RAMOS, A

RESEARCHER for the South-

east Asian Fisheries Development

Center (SEAFDEC), was re-

cently honored with the 2009

Japan International Award For

Young Agricultural Researchers.

The award is given annually

to deserving agricultural re-

searchers by the Japanese Agri-

culture, Forestry & Fisheries

Research Council. Dr. Lebata-

Ramos was recognized for her

contributions to the development

of technologies for the mitigation

of food and environmental prob-

lems. 

Officials from the Philippine

Embassy in Tokyo praised Dr.

Lebata-Ramos’ accomplish-

ments and hope that the award

will inspire young Filipino re-

searchers to follow in her path. 

“The award is a reaffirma-

tion of her achievements in fish-

eries and marine research that

serves to promote food produc-

tivity, food security and environ-

mental and marine

conservation,” says embassy

staffer Gina Jamoralin. 

SEAFDEC provides sus-

tainable fisheries development

on fisheries and aquaculture

technologies and practices,

post-harvest technology, inter-

national and intra-regional fish

trade, fisheries management

concepts and approaches, pol-

icy and advisory services and

international fisheries issues.

(DFA)

Filipina Agricultural Researcher
Wins Japan Agriculture Award

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

NEED EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER 
for toddler in my Ewa Beach home
M-Th. Call 554-7444.

FREE UNLIMITED INTERNATIONAL 
CALLING  
Send money globally using cell phone.
http://hugeprelaunch.com/5660578

MOBILE DJ, BAND, PHOTOGRAPHER AND
VIDEO KARAOKE, HULA, SOUNDS 
AVAILABLE call 808-382-9495

I NEED HELP
Elder care/domestic, in exchange for room in my
Ewa home.Must be reliable /female. 
Please contact Lynn at 271-0885

WANTED YARDMAN
Looking for a yardman to work at my Nuuanu
home.  Exchange for a free room including utili-
ties.  Call 531-7377

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS WANTED
Experience preferred, Please submit writing
samples or published works and resume to
hfci@hawaii.rr.com

This Space
Produces Result
Call 678-8930 or Email

filipinochronicle@gmail.com
for more details.

PASKO SA FILCOM / SUNDAY
December 13, 2009 ● 9 am - 8 pm ● For details call Tess Quemado at

680-0451

ILOCOS SURIAN MEDICAL MISSION
December 15 - 23, 2009 ● Manila and Ilocos ● 8 am - 5 pm ● For more

information, please contact JP Orias @ 387-8297

2010 FILIPINO FIESTAÊS „LAKBAY KULTURA‰ / SATURDAY
May 8, 2010 ● Kapiolani Park ● 8 am - 5 pm ● For more information and

reservations (parade, booth and food vendors), please call the FilCom

Center at 680-0451

Manila later this week.

The results of the corruption

test will greatly impact on the deci-

sion of MCC Board of Directors at

their quarterly meeting scheduled

for Dec. 9 when they select eligi-

ble developing countries for com-

pact funding.

While acknowledging the

MCC's scorecard of the Philippines

showing below the median scores

in a number of indicators, Foreign

Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo

blamed the country's low scores to

"technicalities in evaluation."

"On the CoC (Control of Cor-

ruption) indicator, the Philippines'

ranking has actually improved by

six notches, from 39th to 33rd,

above the 37th rank of the me-

dian country out of the 73 coun-

tries in the LIC list of the MCC,"

Romulo said in a statement.

Comparing the results with

last year's MCC scorecard, Ro-

mulo pointed out that the country

would have showed improved per-

formances had it not been ele-

vated to a higher income category.

The failing marks, he

stressed, resulted chiefly from the

country's transition from a low-in-

come country (LIC) in 2008 to

lower middle-income (LMIC) in

2009, based on its improved in-

come per capita.

"The country's failing grades

in some areas is the result of

technicalities in evaluation, such

as the country's rise from a low-

income country to a lower middle-

income country. Higher income

countries are measured using

more stringent standards," Ro-

mulo said.

"The improvement in the coun-

try's income category is a clear re-

flection of the Philippine

government's sustained commit-

ment to economic and governance

reforms amidst the global financial

crisis, " he added. (www.philstar.com)

(cont. from page 10; RP Unlikely ...)

Maria Lebata-Ramos
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