OctOBer 20, 2012  haWaii FiLiPiNO chrONicLe  1

19, 2012
2011 ♦
♦♦ FEBRUARY
OCTOBER 20,
♦

PHILIPPINE NEWS

LEGAL NOTES

GLOBAL NEWS

NY OutsOurciNg Firm
LauNches heaLthcare
academY iN PhiLiPPiNes

aged-Out
BeNeFiciaries WiN iN
Latest csPa ruLiNg

OFWs seek
ameNdmeNts tO aBseNtee VOtiNg LaW

HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE
94-356 WAIPAHU DEPOT RD., 2ND FLR.
WAIPAHU, HI 96797

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

HONOLULU, HI
PERMIT NO. 9661

2  haWaii FiLiPiNO chrONicLe  OctOBer 20, 2012

EDITORIALS

HFC Poll Shows
Strong Filipino
Support for Cayetano

A

recent poll taken by the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle shows mayoral candidate Ben Cayetano leading opponent Kirk Caldwell 55 percent to 28
percent, with 17 percent undecided. Most candidates would be thrilled with a 2-to-1 margin but in
the high-stakes mayoral race, the only certainty is

uncertainty.
For Caldwell to emerge victorious, he will need the support
of those who voted for Peter Carlisle, the third place finisher in
the Primary. With the future of rail on the line, it’s safe to assume that Carlisle’s supporters will fall in line to support Caldwell. The HFC poll also showed Filipino support solidly behind
U.S. president Barack Obama over Mitt Romney 59 percent to
15 percent, with 27 percent undecided. The president’s shadow
continues to loom large in Hawaii where he remains hugely
popular among voters.
There is much more intrigue in the congressional races, particularly for Senate, which pits Democrat Mazie Hirono against
Republican Linda Lingle. Hirono leads Lingle 39 to 30, with
30 percent undecided. The large undecided vote could sway the
race either way. For Lingle to best Hirono in the General Election, she will have to convince enough voters that she is a moderate Republican who is willing to work with the president on
the economy, education and other issues. Things are also tight
in the 1st Congressional race for U.S. House between Democrat Colleen Hanabusa and Republican Charles Djou. Hanabusa
leads Djou 34 to 30, with 36 percent undecided. This election
will be the rubber match for the familiar foes, who have faced
off twice before—with Djou winning in 2010 and Hanabusa
scoring a victory six short months later.
The Chronicle’s poll was taken the week of September 25October 2, 2012 and targeted only registered Filipino voters. It
has a margin of error of 4 percent. It is true that polls are simply snapshots in time and that the only polls that really matter
are on election day. However, we remain confident in the results of our poll and that it has a fairly good grasp of the Filipino
voter and his or her preferences. We’ll see for sure on November 6th.

Why Filipinos Should
Get Out to Vote!

F

ilipinos and part-Filipinos, according to the 2010
U.S. Census, comprise the largest minority ethnic
group in Hawaii. Filipinos in fact comprise a 25.1
percent chunk of the population of more than 1.3
million. By virtue of the large number of Filipinos
in Hawaii, many political campaigns will continue
to press the Filipino community for votes, especially in the
weeks leading to the November General Election.
It remains to be seen if Hawaii’s sizeable Filipino population will mean more votes in this election. Despite our large
numbers, Filipinos are not yet at the stage where we can turn out
massive numbers for registration and voting purposes. We are
getting close, but are not yet there.
We can only hope that Filipinos will flex their political muscle at the polls and make their voices heard. If you as a Filipino
want lasting change that positively shapes the lives of your children and future generations, then vote for leaders who share
your same values and ideals. If you don’t, then someone else
will make decisions that may not be in line with your beliefs.

FROM THE PUBLISHER

W

elcome to the latest issue of the
Hawaii Filipino Chronicle! We
are continuing our in-depth
coverage of the 2012 election
with the results of our General
Election poll as well as a special supplement which contains even more
election coverage. To gauge the pulse of the
Filipino community for the upcoming election, we once again
conducted a telephone survey of 200 registered Filipino voters
from districts with higher concentrations of Filipinos. We asked
them which candidates they would vote for in the race for Honolulu mayor, U.S. president and Congress. Compiling and sifting through the results required the political expertise of veteran
associate editor Edwin Quinabo who submitted a thorough
analysis beginning on page 4. Mabuhay and aloha, Edwin, for
a job well done!
In our special supplement, we surveyed Filipino candidates—a handful of whom have made it to General Election.
We also queried the two mayoral candidates on five key issues
facing the City—rail, landfill, water, sewer and homelessness.
While rail has taken up much of voters’ attention, the other issues are important matters that the new mayor must attend to.
We encourage you to take time and carefully read the various
election-realted articles as well as the political advertisements in
this issue. Be a smart voter and familiarize yourself with the
candidates!
In other news, the Philippine Consulate General of Honolulu has announced the 4th National Moringa Congress and
Exhibits, scheduled for November 15-16 in the Philippines. The
Moringa (malunggay) plant is near and dear to the hearts and
stomachs of Filipinos. Perhaps the most amazing thing about
the Moringa tree is that it grows in subtropical areas where malnutrition is widespread. It’s amazing how the most nutrient-rich
plant ever discovered has been growing secretly in abundance!
Today, awareness of the Moringa tree’s benefits—both economically and for fighting malnutrition—are rapidly spreading
and governments from Ghana to the Philippines are investing
heavily in this potentially world-changing plant. Please read
more about this conference on page 6.
Speaking of world-changing, with Christmas around the
corner, the Mayor’s Office of Culture & the Arts has announced
the theme for the annual Christmas Wreath Contest. Monetary
prizes will be awarded to winners. For more details on this 27year tradition at Honolulu Hale, please turn to page 6.
There are other news and tidbits in this issue that I have not
mentioned but hope that you will also take time to read, particularly Immigration Guide (see page 7), Legal Notes (page 11)
and Philippine Language (page 14).
In closing, thank you once again for your continued support. As always, please feel free to contact us at: filipinochronicle@gmail.com if you have ideas, concerns or questions
regarding Hawaii’s vibrant Filipino community.
Until next time… aloha and mabuhay!

Take the controversial rail project for example. If you feel that
it costs way too much and won’t significantly reduce traffic
gridlock, then vote for the mayoral candidate whose alternative
transit proposal may be better suited for Honolulu. By casting
your ballot, you can elect the right people to lead our great state
and city forward. The power is in your hands.
Filipinos have long complained of a lack of respect and relevance when it comes to social, political, economic and other issues. If we as a community want to address such complaints, a
good place to start would be at the polls come November 6.
Now is the time for the “sleeping giant” to finally awaken. Let’s
get out and vote!
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EDITORIAL

Food Security

A

ided by advances
in food production
technology, the
world is producing increasingly
greater amounts
of food. And yet as World Food
Day is marked on Oct. 16, experts say that from 2010 to 2012,
approximately 868 million people, or about 12.5 percent of the
global population, were hungry,
with most of them in the developing world.
United Nations food agencies reported last week that one

in eight of the world’s population is chronically undernourished. In the Philippines,
approximately six million children are malnourished, according to UN agencies. With
children among the biggest victims of hunger, about 20,000
children in 40 countries are joining “Save the Children’s Race
for Survival” as part of events
marking World Food Day.
In this year’s observance,
the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organization is focusing
on the role of agricultural co-

operatives in efforts to improve global food security.
The FAO sees agricultural cooperatives as the key to feeding the world. This is also in
line with the designation of
2012 by the UN General Assembly as the “International
Year of Cooperatives.”
Climate change, rising demand for biofuels, inefficiencies
in food supply and distribution
systems, and financial speculation in food commodity markets
have held back the agricultural
growth that is needed for addressing global hunger, according to UN agencies.

Hunger incidence is in fact
down from previous years,
with the figure hitting 1.02 billion in 2009. Still, 828 million
is a lot of hungry people. And
world food prices have risen in
the past months due to
droughts in major grain-exporting countries such as the
United States and Russia.
FAO officials warn that food
prices could approach the levels during the food crisis in
2008. This could derail efforts
to achieve the Millennium Development Goal of cutting by
half the prevalence of undernourishment by 2015.

To achieve this goal, UN
agencies are counting on agricultural growth, with smallholders particularly women
playing a more active role.
This is easier said than done
especially in countries where
gender inequality prevails. On
World Food Day, experts are
drawing attention to a key element in fighting hunger: political action. The Philippines
should heed the UN’s call.
Food security is indispensable
in improving the competitiveness of a nation’s most precious resource, its people.
(www.philstar.com)

OPINION

Misuari's Warmongering
COMMONSENSE By Marichu A. Villanueva

T

he script went well at the
signing of the Framework Agreement on the
Bangsamoro between the Philippine government and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
in rites held last Monday at
Malacañang Palace. Some of the
leading personalities present at
the occasion provided some dramatic moments.
Presidential adviser on the
peace process Teresita Deles’
voice cracked with emotion as
she delivered her speech about
how the government went
through an arduous journey to
attain the peace in conflictstricken Mindanao. She retraced
the hardships, especially of the
women and children who have
been displaced by almost four
decades of the Muslim secessionist problem in Southern
Philippines.
Even MILF chairman Al
Haj Murad, who delivered his

own speech on the same occasion, could not help but recount
his personal involvement in finally ending the Mindanao conflict. To him, it was well worth
the sacrifices the MILF had to
bear and for the first time in his
life, he was now able to step into
Malacañang, the seat of government of the Philippines. If it was
any symbolism, Murad and his
MILF colleagues all sang the
Philippine national anthem when
it was played at the start of the
program.
True to vows of transparency, the two chief negotiators later appeared in a joint
press conference at the Palace
after the program to help media
go through the details of the
freshly signed 14-page Framework Agreement. University of
the Philippines College of Law
Dean Marvic Leonen and MILF
negotiating panel chief Mohagher Iqbal tried to answer all

queries from media with obvious
efforts to sound in synch with
each other’s understanding of
the peace pact they worked on
together these past months.
A week before the scheduled signing of the Framework
Agreement, both Deles and Leonen went through the rounds of
media entities to brief and explain the document. It was part
of the government’s information
campaign to win
public support for
the draft agreement.
The momentous event at the
Palace capped the
country’s bloodstrewn history of
Muslim secessionist war in Mindanao. Now, we
have them not just
talking
about
peace but making

LETTERS
KUDOS TO FAHSOH
I commend the Filipino American Historical Society of Hawaii (FAHSOH) for welcoming Filipino organizations to participate in the upcoming Fil-Am History Fest 2012.
Hopefully, this event will encourage groups like the United Filipino Council of Hawaii,
National Federation of Filipino American Associations, Center for Philippine Studies
and Filipinos in City and State government to organize a state conference on “The Future of Filipinos in Hawaii.”
I also look forward to the formation of an organization of Filipino state public
teachers to empower and teach a Filipino history curriculum in our public schools and
to offer scholarships for Filipino students at UH who are majoring in
education.

mel domingo
Honolulu

sure it will work this time
around.
For the few hours at the
Palace, Iqbal has become a recognizable face now. Guess who I
saw yesterday having lunch at a
five-star luxury hotel in Roxas
Boulevard? Yes, it was Iqbal
who I bumped into having lunch
at Sofitel Hotel. I attended a
media briefing for the scheduled
reopening of The Spiral, the
flagship restaurant of Sofitel.

It is obviously a completely
new experience for Iqbal to be
out in the open without fear for
his life. After living in the shadows of cloak-and-dagger existence and complete ignominy for
his own safety, perhaps this is
one of the fruits of peace talks
for Iqbal — personally that is.
The end goal of this peace
pact with the MILF is the creation of a new autonomous en(continued on page 6)
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Cayetano Leads Caldwell 2-to-1
Among Filipino Voters
Congressional Races Too Close To Call
By Edwin Quinabo

I

f voters were hoping for confirmation that Ben Cayetano
was leading Kirk Caldwell by a huge margin in the Filipino
community, they will be surprised to know that the former
governor is not.
According to the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle (HFC) General Election poll, Cayetano is ahead of Caldwell by a 2-to1 margin: 54.8 percent of respondents said they will be voting for
Cayetano, while 27.8 percent said Caldwell is their candidate of
choice, 17.4 percent are undecided.
Leading by a 2-to-1 margin among Hawaii’s largest
ethnic group (Filipinos) normally would be a tremendous
advantage going into any election but for Cayetano, who is
accustomed to receiving overwhelming support from the
Filipino community, his lead
in the HFC poll is somewhat
underwhelming.
What it would now take
for Cayetano to win will depend on two key variables:
Filipinos must turn out in large
numbers on the day of the
election and he must receive
close to 45-50 percent among
other major groups who traditionally have higher voter
turnout numbers. For Caldwell, he would have to make

up the Cayetano 2-to-1 Filipino-vote margin from Caucasian, Japanese or Hawaiian
voters, or a combined aggregate among the three groups.
But as in most big races,
examining ethnicity as an influential factor is only a simplified, secondary predictor of
election outcome. This HFC
poll suggests the race for
mayor of Honolulu will be determined largely by where voters stand on rapid rail transit.

place finisher Peter Carlisle
will fall in line to support
Caldwell in the General because of their shared pro-rail
position and oppose Cayetano
who vowed to stop the multibillion dollar project.
In the Primary Election,
Cayetano received 44.1 percent (90,956) of the total
votes; the combined total of
Caldwell and Carlisle is 53.9
percent (111,064).

New voters
Taking a Look at Election
The outcome of the GenNumbers: Cayetano vs. Cald- eral will depend on who can
well
bring in the most new voters.
With rail in the hands of Cayetano made a point of this
the future mayor, it’s safe to on the night of the Primary
assume most of the supporters Election. The 9.8 percent
of the Primary Election’s third (20,108)
Caldwell-plusCarlisle lead over Cayetano in
the Primary is a realistic gap to
close given the rise of new
voters expected in the General.
Records from the Office
of Elections show voter
turnout in primary elections
are considerably less than general elections. In 2008, the last
non-special election mayoral
race, 162,541 votes were cast
in the Primary Election, compared to 298,795 in the General (136,254 additional
voters). In this year’s mayoral
primary, the total vote was
203,309. The number of new
voters in the general that
Cayetano referred to could be
at least 100,000 or more voters in the general.
The trend of the overall
statewide voter turnout com-

paring the primary and general elections between 2000
to 2008 confirms the likelihood of a large increase of expected new voters: primary
voter turnout ranged in the
low 40 percentile (2000-41.7
percent, 2002-41.1 percent,
2004-40.3 percent, 2006-42.2
percent, 2008-36.9 percent)
compared to General Election
voter turnout in the same period which ranged in the 50
and 60 percentile (2000-58.2
percent (+16.5 percent),
2002-57.0 percent (+15.9 percent), 2004-66.7 percent
(+26.4), 2006-52.7 percent
(+10.5 percent), 2008-66%
(+29.1).
Who wins, Cayetano or
Caldwell, will largely depend
on how strong each side’s base
support is and his ability to
rouse interest among new
swing voters to his side in the
next few weeks.

From Start To Now
There isn’t much left unknown about Cayetano’s political life. Since serving at the
State House, his outspoken
leadership attracted the attention of an increasingly curious
media during his early years in
politics. He took strong positions and boldly let them be
known. Eventually when
Cayetano became governor,
the write-ups went beyond
tracking the steps of a rising
political star, but carried the
weight of policy, from streamlining government to settling
labor disputes. Cayetano’s
personal life also reads like an
open book, literally. What
hadn’t already been in the
press during his public service
life came out in his Ben: A
Memoir from Street Kid to
Governor, a compelling, criti(continued on page 5)
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COVER STORY
(from page 4, CAYETANO...)

cally-acclaimed book named
2010 Hawaii Book of the Year
by the Hawaii Book Publisher’s Association. Least to
say, Cayetano, who many
leaders in the Filipino community consider as a personal
friend, needs little further introduction this mayoral race.
While Cayetano grew up
as a tough teenager in Kalihi,
received poor grades at Farrington and worked odd jobs
straight out of high school before moving to California for
college, in contrast, Caldwell’s
adulthood success was expected as the oldest son of a
Hilo
physician.
Like
Cayetano, Caldwell also went
to the mainland for college,
then he eventually returned to
earn a law degree from the
University of Hawaii William
S. Richardson School of Law.
While practicing law, Caldwell also served in the State
Legislature where he eventually became majority leader.
He also chaired the powerful
Committee on Labor and Public Employment. His experience in the private sector and
state, then eventual transition
to the city as the managing director, broadened both his skill
set as a leader and relationships with the movers and
shakers of Honolulu’s elite.
Caldwell seems almost destined to be mayor, or a future
governor, as far as résumé
goes. But critics could point
out that Caldwell’s perfect career journey up to this point,
perhaps hasn’t given him that
edgy, maverick appeal as in
the likes of Linda Lingle, Neil
Abercrombie, Frank Fasi and
Cayetano. But perhaps after
the administration of Mufi
Hannemann who had a similar
appeal to the four, Honolulu
voters may be ready to return
to a purist, collaborative style
of leader like Jeremy Harris
was, a style that Caldwell, by
appearance, seems a better fit.
Choosing a leadership
style that is best for Honolulu
might come easier when looking at the challenges the city
faces. Honolulu is in a crucial
period of transition toward
greater modernization while it
struggles to maintain its
unique blend of natural beauty
and big city-small town

charm. The next mayor has to
make smart choices with regard to controlled development and sustainability. He
has to make tough budgetary
decisions. The city’s infrastructure must undergo necessary upgrades by law. It must
make these improvements
with less revenue and rising
inflation. These multi-million
dollars projects (or potentially
multi-billions with rail included) will require a fiery independence from the mayor to
withstand the pressures of
dealing with interest groups,
demanding public workers
unions and deep-pocket developers. The job will require a
leader with fortitude to govern
on behalf of all the people of
the city. Balancing the budget
will require saying “no” on
many occasions to even those
who support a candidate’s
campaign as well as the powerful establishment. Honolulu
taxpayers simply cannot afford
a
“green-lighteverything” mayor. Key to
accelerating at the right speed
largely will be determined by
strong leadership.

Rail’s Popularity Losing
Speed
Honolulu’s rail project has
been the sequoia of “what-ifs”
in local politics. Decades after
its first proposal, it remains a
big question mark despite millions spent on public relations
attempting to convince residents of its value. In the past
year, support for rail has
dipped slightly. Among Filipinos, the project is unpopular despite the fact that many
Filipinos live on the west side
of Oahu where approval is
higher than other parts of the
island. The HFC general election poll shows only 30.4 percent of Filipino voters support
rail. while 56.8percent oppose
it and 12.8 percent are undecided.
Interestingly, that margin
of opposition-versus-support
almost mirrors the CayetanoCaldwell numbers also by a 21 margin. Poll-respondents
who both support Cayetano
and oppose rail is 93.7 percent; those who both support
Caldwell and the rail project is
82.6 percent. These numbers
strongly validate the issue’s

sway voters in the General
Election, either way.

these multi-million dollars projects
(or potentially multi-billions with rail
included) will require a fiery independence from the mayor to withstand the
pressures of dealing with interest groups,
demanding public workers unions and
deep-pocket developers.
the job will require a leader with
fortitude to govern on behalf of all the
people of the city. Balancing the budget
will require saying “no” on many
occasions to even those who support a
candidate’s campaign as well as the
powerful establishment.
honolulu taxpayers simply cannot
afford a “green-light-everything”
mayor. key to accelerating at the right
speed largely will be determined by
strong leadership.
importance to the mayoral
race.
Mainstream polls also
show support slipping for the
$5.26 billion rail project. In a
poll conducted by Ward Research Inc., only 44 percent of
Oahu residents want work on
the project to continue, 50 percent do not believe it should
continue and another 5 percent
declined to answer.
Cayetano vows to stop rail
because he believes the city
cannot afford such an enormous project, doubts its effectiveness to reduce traffic
significantly and wants to preserve the city’s skyline. Caldwell, who is being endorsed
by most construction unions,
sees rail as a job stimulator
and the best option to improve
Honolulu’s traffic congestion.
As both leaders head into
the General Election, the status of the rail project is currently on hold. The Hawaii

Supreme Court ruled in favor
of a suit filed by the Native
Hawaiian Legal Corp., asking
that the City suspend further
construction of the rail project
until a proper archaeological
survey is completed for the entire rail route.
Meanwhile, Cayetano recently unveiled his alternative
to fixing the island’s traffic
woes, his Flexible Affordable
Smart Transportation or FAST,
which would cost $1.1 billion,
about one-fifth the cost of the
Honolulu rail project. FAST
features new Bus Rapid Transit routes, high-tech traffic signals to respond to traffic snarls
and lane expresses for buses.
FAST will probably also qualify for federal funding as plans
move forward. Cayetano says
the strength of FAST is its
flexibility to respond to traffic
areas. While this rail alternative has been released to the
public, it may be too soon to

The Most Important Race:
Obama vs. Romney
Hawaii-born, U.S. President Barack Obama isn’t missing an ounce less in popularity
from four years ago among
local residents. HFC’s General
Election poll even has the
president garnering a higher
percentage of votes than
Cayetano among Filipino voters: 58.7 percent of respondents said they will be voting
for Obama; while 14.7 percent
said Mitt Romney is their
choice; and 26.6 percent are
undecided.
If jobs continue to be the
top priority among Americans,
Obama’s campaign should get
a boost in approval ratings
from the release of the latest
unemployment numbers. The
U.S. unemployment rate fell to
7.8 percent last month, dropping below 8 percent for the
first time in almost four years.
The number of unemployed
Americans is now 12.1 million. The Labor Department
report 86,000 more jobs were
created in July and August this
year. Wages also rose in September. While Obama may
benefit from the unemployment report initially, it’s questionable if the upshot in the
polls will sustain up to the day
of election.
Results of national polls
have teetered, particularly
among states on the fence.
While opinions on Romney
are mostly based on his plans
for the country, the president
has an entire first-term in office for Americans to judge
him by. Two major legislations
stand out among his accomplishments—the Affordable
Healthcare Act and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (economic stimulus
package). Both of these Acts
have been criticized by the left
and right at some point because the two legislations run
deep with compromises that
neither a hard-line Democrat
or Republican could embrace.
Obama disappointed many
Americans in his first two
years. They saw all momentum calling for real change
following the post-Bush years
(continued on page 8)
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Philippines to Host 4th National Moringa
Congress and Exhibits

T

he Philippine
Consulate General of
Honolulu is inviting
interested parties to the 4th
National Moringa Congress
and Exhibits, scheduled from
November 15-16, 2012 in
Lingayen, Pangasinan, the
Philippines.
The event will have exhibits of moringa (malunggay)
products and moringa-containing products, buyer-supplier
linkages, investor-entrepreneur
meetings, seminars with expert
speakers on wealth and health,
workshops and study tours.

The annual event is
organized by the Moringa
Philippines Foundation and
well-attended by
representatives from around
the Philippines and abroad.
Wi t h i t s m a n y u s e s ,
moringa has the potential to be
developed commercially to
help farmers increase their
income and improve the
nutritional status of its
consumers. For example,
moringa powder has been
identified as a food nutrition
enhancer and energy
supplement with good market

potential in countries like the
U.S. and Canada.
Moringa has been known
for its leaves which are usually
served as a salad and are said to
be a rich source of nutrients,
amino acids and antioxidants.
Its anti-aging and anti-

inflammatory properties are
also used for nutrition and
healing.
Moringa grows well in
warm countries like the
Philippines. In Hawaii,
moringa is raised commercially
by Filipino-American farmer

Vicky Domingo. She has
grown the humble plant for the
past 30 years on her 11 acre
farm in Maili.
For additional information
on the 4th National Moringa
Congress and Exhibits, please
contact the Consulate at 5956316.

City Announces Annual Wreath
Contest

T

he City’s Office of
Culture & the Arts has
announced the theme
for the 27th Annual Christmas
Wreath
Contest
as
“Kanikapila
Kalikimaka”
(come together to play music).
The theme is designed to inspire island artisans to compose
musical themed wreaths for this
holiday season. A top prize of
$200 will be presented for the
most ingenious wreath creation.
The wreath contest will
have three divisions—Adult,
open to any individual or group

OPINION

ages 18 and older; Youth, ages
17 or younger; and Theme Category, for wreaths that best depict the theme.
Ribbons and monetary
awards will be given to the
winners in each division. First
place prize is $150; second
place is $100; and third place
is $75. An overall “Best in
Show” will receive the
Mayor’s Holly Award worth
$200, while six “Judges’
Choice Awards” will be presented monetary prizes of $25.
Judging will be based on
workmanship, creativity and
use of materials. Wreaths in the

Theme Category will be judged
on the entrant’s incorporation
of the theme into the wreath.
Rules and entry forms are
available online at: www.honolulu.gov/moca and at any
Satellite City Hall. Entries will
be accepted on Monday, November 26, 2012 from 10 am to
5 pm in the Lane Gallery of
Honolulu Hale, 530 South
King Street. No early or late
entries will be accepted. Each
entry must include a wreath
contest entry form.
For additional information, please contact Tory
Laitila at 768-6622.

(from page 3, MISUARI ...)

tity called Bangsamoro which
will supplant the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM). That is, once Congress passes and approves an enabling law to create the
Bangsamoro, subject to ratification in a plebiscite in the areas to
be placed under this new organic
body.
So it should be no wonder
that ex-ARMM Governor Nur
Misuari has been hopping mad
against the Aquino administration’s having entered into this
Framework Agreement with the
MILF. The ARMM was also created out of an enabling law
passed by the previous Congress.
The first organic law approved during the term of PNoy’s late mother, former
President Corazon Aquino created the ARMM under Republic
Act 6734 on August 1,1989.
Only four provinces ratified to
be included in the ARMM.
These were Lanao del Sur,
Maguindanao, Sulu (home
province of Misuari), and TawiTawi. Later, former President
Fidel V. Ramos entered into formal peace agreement with Misuari’s Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF) on September
2,1996.
The MILF, then headed by

the late Hashim Salamat, broke
away from Misuari’s MNLF.
Salamat’s MILF continued its
secessionist rebellion until it
agreed to restart peace negotiations with the administration
of former President and now
Pampanga Rep. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. The ARMM coverage was expanded in 2001 to
include Basilan (except Isabela
City) under RA 9054.
The ARMM would have
been expanded further during
the Arroyo administration had
not the Supreme Court struck
down as unconstitutional the
Memorandum of Agreement on
Ancestral Domain (MOA-AD),
the signing of which was
aborted in October 2008.
When P-Noy assumed
office, his administration went
back to the negotiating table
with the MILF, less the MOAAD. He even flew all the way to
Japan last year to meet with
Murad, Iqbal and other MILF
leaders. And last Monday, PNoy’s gamble paid off. The
MILF has agreed to this
Framework Agreement.
But now comes Misuari
throwing tantrums again like a
scorned warlord. The 70 yearold Misuari has been making a
lot of noise against the

Framework Agreement forged
by his brothers from the MILF.
How do you solve a problem
like Misuari?
Iqbal told me Misuari’s
MNLF, not Misuari, is more
than welcome to be represented
in the 15-man Transition
Commission that P-Noy will
create with the effectivity of this
Framework Agreement. The
government side will appoint
seven
members
to
this
Transition Commission while
eight would come from MILF to
draft the enabling law for the
creation of the Bangsamoro
before P-Noy’s term ends in
June 2016.
In the meantime, Misuari
wants to have another crack at the
ARMM and threw his hat in the
coming May 2013 elections as
independent candidate. He is up
against P-Noy appointed ARMM
officer-in-charge Mujiv Hataman
and former Sultan Kudarat
governor and representative
Pakung “Pax” Mangudadatu.
Misuari, who served as
ARMM governor from 19962002, should heed the challenge
of Iqbal: Prove his mettle in the
coming ARMM polls next year.
And if I may add, Misuari should
stop his warmongering. Give
peace a chance! (www.philstar.com)
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Is Alien Entitled to Attorney During
Questioning at Airport or Border?
By Atty. Emmanuel
Samonte Tipon

L

awful permanent
residents (LPR) or
green card holders
who travel abroad
and return are
questioned at the
airport or border.
This is called the primary inspection. If immigration officers are satisfied that the alien
is admissible, they admit the
alien. If the officers suspect
something wrong, they place
the alien in secondary inspection for further questioning. Is
an alien entitled to an attorney
during primary or secondary
inspection?
Gonzaga, a native and citizen of Mexico entered the
U.S. illegally in 1989 but was
later granted LPR status. After
a one week vacation in Mexico he returned to the U.S. at
the San Ysidro Port of Entry,
together with his wife, daughter, and niece. At the primary
inspection point, Gonzaga presented his resident alien card,
his wife presented her valid
visitor visa, and his daughter
presented a U.S, birth certificate. His niece orally declared
herself to be a U.S. citizen
(USC). Immigration officers
suspected the niece with making a false statement and referred them to secondary
inspection for further investigation. Gonzaga’s niece admitted to being a citizen of
Mexico with no legal documents to enter the U.S.
Gonzaga admitted during
the interview that he knew his
niece had no legal documents
and that he had told her that if
anyone asked she should say
she was a USC. The interview
was recorded. Form I-213,
Record of Deportable/Inadmissible Alien together with a

Notice to Appear before an
Immigration Court were
served on Gonzaga. He was
charged with being inadmissible under 8 U.S.C. §
1182(a)(6)(E)(i) as an alien
who had knowingly “encouraged, induced, assisted, abetted, or aided any other alien to
enter or try to enter the United
States in violation of law.”
At the hearing before the
IJ, Gonzaga filed a motion to
suppress all physical and testimonial evidence obtained as
a result of his interrogation
during secondary inspection.
He claimed that the immigration officers never told him
that he had the right to remain
silent or the right to retain
counsel.
The IJ denied the motion,
holding that Gonzaga was not
entitled to have an attorney
present during the secondary
inspection because he was
properly treated as an “arriving alien,” so that 8 C.F.R. §
292.5(b) did not apply, even
though Gonzaga was an LPR.
Right to counsel during examination
8 C.F.R. § 292.5(b) provides: “Whenever an examination is provided for in this
chapter, the person involved
shall have the right to be represented by an attorney or representative . . . Provided, that
nothing in this paragraph shall
be construed to provide any
applicant for admission in either primary or secondary inspection
the
right
to
representation, unless the applicant for admission has become the focus of a criminal
investigation and has been
taken into custody.”
The IJ and the Board of
Immigration Appeals (BIA)
held that Gonzaga did not
have a right to representation
at secondary inspection because he fell within the ex-

press exception for an “applicant for admission” who had
not become the focus of a
criminal investigation.
Ordinarily, a returning
LPR is not treated as an “applicant for admission”. But the
statute that so provides includes six exceptions, one of
which covered Gonzaga,
namely that he had “engaged
in illegal activity after having
departed the United States.”
The IJ concluded that Gonzaga had engaged in illegal activity after having departed the
U.S. by his conscious participation in an unlawful scheme
to try to get his niece across
the border illegally, which is a
criminal act punishable by 8
U.S.C. § 1324(a)(2).
Gonzaga argued that he
had a right to be represented
by an attorney until there was
a “final administrative determination” that he had engaged
in activity
which
fell
within the six
exceptions.
The court rejected the arg u m e n t ,
saying that the
statute did not
require such a
“determination” but simply said that
the alien had
“engaged” in
illegal activity.
The court said
that such a decision has to
be made at
that time, on
the spot, by
immigration
officers at the
border, and
they cannot
wait for a final
determination
by the IJ or
BIA
many

years later. If the officers committed error, it can be corrected later.
Gonzalo-Ortega v. Holder, No.
07-74361 (9th Cir. 09/14/12).

recOmmeNdatiON:
An alien who plans to travel
abroad and who expects to return with certain immigration
issues that might be raised at
the airport or border should
first consult with an attorney
before leaving. The attorney
can write a letter to the Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) explaining the issue
and why the alien is eligible to
return notwithstanding such
issue, and if there are any further questions, to contact the
attorney. The alien should only
present the letter to CBP when
the alien is questioned about
the issue. Thus, even if the
alien is not represented by an
attorney during the inspection,

an attorney is at least speaking
for him with regard to the particular issue. However, Gonzaga’s case is not the kind of
issue – the LPR plans to smuggle an illegal alien - that a
lawyer would want to write
about to CBP.
(attY. tiPON has a Master
of Laws degree from Yale Law
School and a Bachelor of
Laws degree from the University of the Philippines. Office:
800 Bethel St., Suite 402, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel. (808)
225-2645. E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com. Websites:
w w w. M i l i t a r y a n d C r i m i nalLaw.com, and www.ImmigrationServicesUSA.com.
Listen to the most witty, interesting, and informative radio
program in Hawaii on KNDI
at 1270, AM dial every Thursday at 7:30 a.m., rebroadcast
at www.iluko.com.
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squandered away to failed
deal-making Republicans did
not want any part of—like a
captain of a plane waving passengers to come aboard for the
promise land; only to have the
plane circling the runway halfempty.
In the second half of his
first term, Obama has grown
up politically. That blanket of
idealism Obama sported in his
early years seems to have been
replaced with a sobering hardness from dealing with Washington’s impermeable partisan
ways.
Going forward, the presidential candidates ultimately
will be judged on the issues.
The two, as their parties, are
hemispheres apart. Obama’s
take on improving the economy calls for job stimulation
by supporting small businesses and manufacturing,
bringing back jobs from
abroad through tax incentives,
spending on public works
projects and regulating industries that did harm to the economy. Romney opposes the
Dodd-Frank law that toughens
financial-industry regulations.
He supports minimum government spending even if it
means cutting jobs. Romney
proposes a 10 percent cut in
the federal workforce. He emphasizes deficit reduction and
promises to cut $500 billion
per year from the federal
budget by 2016 to bring
spending below 20 percent of
the U.S. economy.
The two also disagree on
1. Energy and the environment—Obama ordered a
temporary moratorium on
deep-water drilling for oil,
proposes Congress give oil
market regulators more
power to control price ma-

nipulation by speculators
and invested heavily in
Green energy. Romney
wants more aggressive
drilling of domestic oil, gas
and coal, said Green power
is not viable, thinks causes
of climate change is unknown and wants to remove carbon dioxide from
list of pollutants controlled
by the Clean Air Act)
2. Foreign Policy—Obama
opposes a near-term military strike on Iran, either by
the U.S. or by Israel to stop
nuclear facilities in Iran,
and opposes broad trade
sanctions against China.
Romney has spoken in
more permissive terms
about Israel’s right to act
against Iran’s nuclear facilities and pledges more military assistance to Israel,
threatened trade sanctions
against China, and has
branded Russia as the
U.S.’s “No. 1 geopolitical
foe.”
3. H e a l t h C a r e — O b a m a
plans to move forward on
the Affordable Health Care
Act, Romney vows to dismantle it. Both Obama and
Romney claim to be in support
of
preserving
Medicare, Social Security
and immigration reform,
but have widely opposing
views on achieving their
goals.

Hirono vs. Lingle Rematch
While Obama seems to be
the overwhelming favorite
among Filipinos, that domi-

nating momentum isn’t carrying over to fellow Democrat
congresswoman Mazie Hirono
in her race for U.S. Senate
against former governor Linda
Lingle. Respondents of the
HFC poll show 39.4 percent
will cast their vote for Hirono,
30.3 percent for Lingle, and
30.3 percent undecided. The
huge undecided vote may
sway this race either way.
Hirono has done everything in her power in debates
and media write-ups to hammer the message that a vote
for her would be a vote of confidence in helping President
Obama achieve his goals. This
message in part may be to ride
off of the coat tail of a very
popular president in Hawaii;
but Hirono’s message linking
herself to Obama perhaps
holds much more credibility
than Lingle playing the wouldbe role of champion of bipartisanism in D.C.
Hirono put it this way:
“Why should people in
Hawaii who love Barack
Obama, who support his
agenda of job creation, fairness, equal opportunities, why
should they vote for him and
then put a check next to Linda
Lingle, who represents the
party that is the antithesis of
all of this?”
Rhetoric or not, Filipino
voters seem to appreciate the
idea of an independent leader
as Lingle is portraying herself
to be. The former governor has
even gone as far as criticizing
openly Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney
when he made his controversial remarks about a large percentage of Americans being
used to receiving government
entitlements. Lingle said: “I do
not agree with his (Romney’s)
characterization of all individuals who are receiving government assistance, as I know
many of them are driven,
hard-working individuals who

are actively working to better
the situation of their ‘ohana.’
It is not fair to place these individuals into any one category.”
Out of all the races this
political season, this U.S. Senate battle is the most fiercelycontested. Hirono likes to
bring up Lingle’s unpopular
teacher furloughs and failed
Hawaii Superferry project.
She also reminds voters of
Lingle’s role in campaigning
against Obama in 2008, endorsing U.S. Sen. John McCain and former Alaska Gov.
Sarah Palin. Lingle has portrayed Hirono as an ineffective
U.S. representative with little
to show in terms of accomplishments for her time in
Congress, and as someone
who has little grasp of federal
issues and spending.
At this stage of the race,
Hirono has the edge in most
polls; Lingle is outpacing Hirono in fundraising. As in the
presidential race, their stance
on the issues ultimately will
determine the outcome. Where
the two differ and may have
significant
impact
are
Medicare and changes to the
tax code.
Hirono supports keeping
the main framework of
Medicare intact, looking into
cost efficiency and closing
vulnerabilities to abuse. Lingle
supports a premium support
option to purchase private insurance. The Republicans’
version of preserving
Medicare is drastic because
the dollar amount of this premium (or voucher) is determined by income, health
condition, with a baseline set
that reflects the rise in consumer price index (the average, general inflation). This
formula could make healthcare less affordable to seniors
because the premium support
(or voucher) would be insufficient to cover costs in many

medical situations. Hirono favors keeping the eligibility age
for Medicare at 65 years old;
Republicans want it lifted to
67.
The Democrats’ and Republicans’ philosophies on
taxes also differ. Hirono supports ending the expired Bush
tax cuts for the top 2 percent
of income earners ($250,000 +
annually) while lowering rates
for middle-incomes. Democrats also plan to re-examine
government subsidies extended to some corporations
and industries as a means to
generate tax income. Republicans favor making the Bush
tax cuts permanent, or at the
least, extend it, with a continuation of most corporate tax
breaks. Republicans want to
maintain the current tax rates
for Americans across the
board.
Where Hirono and Lingle
have common ground is their
support for renewable energy
such as wind, solar and geothermal. Both believe Hawaii
is too dependent on imported
oil. The state spends about
$4.5 billion annually on importing oil. Both are open to
an interisland cable that would
move energy between the islands in Hawaii.
Where they differ on energy—Hirono supports extending solar tax credits for
homeowners and businesses
and reduce tax breaks for the
oil industry. She objects to expanded offshore oil drilling on
the mainland. Lingle wants to
phase out tax breaks for solar
and oil, and may consider
more offshore oil drilling on
the mainland as an option to
reduce the nation's reliance on
foreign oil.
Djou vs. Hanabusa Rematch
The 1st Congressional
race for U.S. House between
Charles Djou and Colleen
(continued on page 9)
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Hanabusa has received the
least attention among all the
big races this election season.
In our HFC poll, the two candidates are practically even
with a high undecided
group—Hanabusa 33.8 percent, Djou 30.3 percent and
undecided 35.9 percent. The
latest mainstream poll has
Hanabusa ahead 50 to 41 percent.
Both Hanabusa and Djou
are among Hawaii’s best and
brightest politicians. The two
are more than qualified, have
a commanding knowledge of
the issues and articulate their
position on complicated legislation eloquently. Democrats probably wished Djou
was a Democrat; Republicans
would perhaps wish the same
of Colleen for their party,
given how well they both represent their political parties.
Taking their talent into consideration as close to equal,
this race, more than any other,
is about where voters stand
with regard to their political
philosophy.
The fundamental differ-

ence: like most Democrats,
Hanabusa supports government’s important role in assisting the lives of individuals
and businesses where the need
arises; like most Republicans,
Djou supports less government with more responsibility
placed onto individuals and
businesses.
Based on these differences, it would appear that
Democrat-led administrations
traditionally outspend Republican-led presidencies, being
that the GOP’s goal is to have
less government, less spending and less debt. But facts
show that aside from the
Obama administration, two of
the largest contributors to national debt came from Republicans George W. Bush and

Ronald Reagan. Under President Clinton, there was a surplus. By the time Obama
came into office, the national
debt was $10.5 trillion, spiked
by Bush’s bank bailouts, tax
cuts and the War on Terror.
Reacting to the biggest recession in modern history that
was largely inherited from the
previous administration,
Obama injected into the national economy close to $800
billion in stimulus money
adding to the national debt
currently approaching $16
trillion.
In fairness to Djou, he has
a solid record on cost containment of government spending
and has always resisted any
tax increase proposal. But as a
party, Republicans’ sudden ur-

gency this election in making
the national debt one of its top
priorities doesn’t make them
any better at debt management, especially given their
track record.
To a degree, having no
debt is not necessarily ideal.
Debt actually injects wealth
into the economy and may be
a reason joblessness in the
U.S. has improved in the past
four years through Obama’s
stimulus package. But debt
management becomes urgent
when debt reaches a point of
slowing down economic
growth due to a credit crisis.
Both Republicans and Democrats are aware of this, and
equally have a desire to curb
government spending as best
possible. How much the debt
drops in the future may depend on the second component of debt management—on
government revenues in the
form of new tax codes to be
implemented by the next president and majority party in
Congress.

Poll Respondents
As in all previous HFC

polls, most of the respondents
identified themselves as either
independents or Democrats.
This general election poll has
54.6 percent self-identified independents, 38.7 percent Democrats, and 6.7 percent
Republicans. Once again, the
majority of registered Filipino
voters who participated in this
survey are between the ages of
46 to 55, constituting 45.8 percent. The other age groups
were: 18-29 (1.8 percent), 3045 (16.9 percent), 56-65 (21.1
percent) and 66+ (14.4 percent). The men (37.6 percent)
were out-polled by the women
(62.4 percent).
We encourage the community to exercise its strength in
numbers. Remember to vote in
the General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2012.
The HFC poll was conducted the
week of September 25-October 2,
2012 and targets only registered
Filipino voters. For greater accuracy, pollsters took a larger sampling of neighborhoods with higher
concentration of Filipino residents.
Two hundred respondents participated in the HFC Poll. It has a margin of error of 4 percent.
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Remittances Hit $15.3B in
January-August
from www.philstar.com
Monday, October 15, 2012

M

ANILA, Philippines (Xinhua) -- Remittances sent by
overseas Filipino workers
(OFWs) rose 5.6 percent on year to
$15.3 billion in January to August, the
Philippine central bank said today.
In the month of August alone, remittances went up by 7.9 percent on
year to $2 billion.
The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) noted that the growth in remittances was "sustained by higher personal transfers from land-based OFWs
with work contracts of one year or more
as well as sea-based workers and landbased OFWs with short-term-

contracts."
Cash remittances from overseas
Filipinos through banks also expanded
by 5.5 percent on year to $13.7 billion
in January to August.
The BSP noted that the bulk or
43.1 percent of remittances were sent
from the US, 9.5 percent from Canada,
7.7 percent from Saudi Arabia, and 4.9
percent from the United Kingdom.
(www.philstar.com)

File photo of Philippine
President Benigno
‘Noynoy’ Aquino III (Left)
with Chinese Prime
Minister Hu Jintao during
the APEC meet this year.

Philippines, China to
Discuss Relations Amid
Territorial Row
from www.philstar.com
Tuesday, October 17, 2012

M

ANILA, Philippines - Since
the escalation of tension between the Philippines and
China in April owing to territorial disputes in the West Philippine Sea or the
South China Sea, Manila and Beijing
are set to meet Friday to "review existing cooperation and chart future direction of Philippines-China diplomatic
relations."
In a statement, the Department of
Foreign Affairs said the 18th Foreign
Ministry Consultations (FMC) between
the Philippines and China would be
held in Manila on October 19. The 17th
FMC was held in Beijing in January.
The Philippine panel will be headed
by DFA undersecretary for Policy Erlinda F. Basilio while Vice Foreign
Minister Fu Ying will head the Chinese
side.
The Chinese delegation to the FMC
will call on Foreign Affairs Secretary
Albert F. Del Rosario.
"The FMC is a regular bilateral

mechanism meant to be a venue for the
two countries to discuss bilateral, regional and multilateral issues of mutual concern, as well as to explore and
deepen areas of cooperation in various
fields, such as trade and investment,
tourism, culture and education, defense
and security, agriculture and fisheries,
transportation and communication, and
consular matters," the DFA said.
The tension between Manila and
Beijing over Scarborough Shoal
(Panatag Shoal) began in April when
Philippine Navy personnel boarded
eight Chinese fishing vessels who were
allegedly caught poaching giant clams,
baby sharks and other species in the
area. However, the arrest of Chinese
fishermen was blocked by Chinese
government vessels.
Citing the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Seas, the Philippines is claiming the territory, saying
the area is within its 200-mile exclusive economic zone. Beijing, on the
other hand, claims the territory, citing
historical basis. (www.philstar.com)
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Noy Creating Moro Transition Body
by Delon Porcalla
Monday, October 15, 2012

M

ANILA, Philippines
- President Aquino
will soon issue an
executive order appointing the
15 members of a Transition
Commission after the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) sign today
at Malacañang the framework
agreement
outlining
the
roadmap for peace.
The 15-member commission, composed of eight representatives from the Muslim
side and seven from the government, will draft a bill that
will be sent to Congress to establish a Bangsamoro region in
Mindanao.
Presidential Adviser on the
Peace Process Teresita Deles
said Muslims could lobby with
lawmakers and coordinate with
them in crafting the bill.
Congress will also deliberate on the Bangsamoro Basic
Law, which will govern the residents in the proposed region,
but which will be bound by the
1987 Constitution and remain
under the national government.
Chief government negotiator Marvic Leonen said the
commission would conduct
consultations in the affected
areas to know the pulse of the
people on the proposed
Bangsamoro.
Leonen said that the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) will continue to exist until Congress
makes a new law.
The Bangsamoro region is
expected to be in place before
President Aquino’s term ends
in June 2016.
Officials of the
Bangsamoro region would be
elected in the May 2016 synchronized elections.
The Basic Law of the
Bangsamoro will have to be
signed into law before Aquino
steps down in 2016. Deles said
the President would certify as
urgent the bill that will establish the Bangsamoro.
Deputy presidential
spokesperson Abigail Valte
said the signing of the framework accord will start at 1:30
p.m. after President Aquino
and Malaysian Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
hold bilateral talks in Malacañang, shortly after arrival
honors for the foreign leader.
Expanded bilateral talks
will also be held with members
of Aquino’s Cabinet. A press
conference will then follow.
Leaders of civil society organizations involved in the
peace process, foreign leaders,
particularly from third-party facilitator Malaysia, members of
the International Contact
Group, the International Monitoring Team will be arriving for
the event. Deles said the peace
pact signing would not have
any theatrics that may dilute its
significance.
Leonen will sign for the
government side while MILF
spokesman Mohagher Iqbal
would sign on behalf of the
rebels.
The signing is to be witnessed by Aquino, Razak and
MILF chairman Al Hadj
Murad.
The framework agreement,
which was made public last
week, aims to end almost four
decades of conflict in Mindanao, and which includes
other Muslim groups that have
been consulted, among them
the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF).
The agreement lays down
the groundwork for achieving
the “final and enduring peace
in Mindanao” by enjoining all
stakeholders to support the implementation of the needed
“structural reforms.”
Under the accord, a new
political entity will replace the
ARMM and be named
Bangsamoro, where several
municipalities in Mindanao
would be added, but will have
to be approved by the Muslims
in a plebiscite.
Valte said in her weekend
radio interview over state-run
dzRB that the new pact will
work this time around.
“We’re very hopeful for
this particular agreement.
We’re very hopeful and both
sides are committed to giving
peace a chance to give hope a
chance to flourish,” Valte said.
Valte gave assurance that
the proposed Bangsamoro
would not be a mere makeover
or a name replacement for

President Aquino receives a gong from MILF chairman Al Haj Murad
Ebrahim before the signing of the peace agreement in Malacañang
| Photo by Peter Willy Perez

ARMM, which remains in
poverty and where private
armed groups had prevailed.

stitutional.
He said that the pact should
not pose any problems right
now since its signing would
only be a first step before congressional involvement.
Sen. Panfilo Lacson said
that he has a number of concerns about the agreement, particularly on the security
aspects. He said that he would
seek a clarification about the
role of the Philippine National
Police
(PNP)
in
the
Bangsamoro region.
As far as the Armed Forces
are concerned, Lacson said that
there should be no confusion
because they would continue to
be present in the entire country,
including
the
proposed
Bangsamoro region as provided by the Constitution.

Elusive peace
Senator Loren Legarda expressed hope that the agreement will be an opportunity to
achieve the long-elusive peace
in Mindanao and called on all
Filipinos to support this reform
process.
“Let us give peace a
chance. Let us explore all possibilities within the bounds of
our national sovereignty to
achieve the long-elusive peace
in Mindanao,” she said.
Legarda, who chairs the
committees on foreign relations and cultural communities,
also stressed that change will
not come overnight.
“Ink on parchment cannot
solve the problem. It will be a Giant step
long and arduous process. Any
Meanwhile, leaders of the
peace agreement will not be House of Representatives
successful without an eco- hailed the Bangsamoro framenomic package,” she said.
“And it’s not enough that resources are made available. Resources must be translated into
jobs, livelihoods, food, education, healthcare, and welfare
for the Bangsamoro people.”
She noted that massive development challenges and
socio-economic costs of conflict in Mindanao remain to be
addressed.
Senate President Juan
Ponce Enrile believes that the
framework agreement does
not violate any provision of
the Constitution but there are
some provisions that would
have to be clarified when the
matter is brought up to Congress for perusal.
Enrile said that he has
gone over the agreement and
saw nothing that was uncon-

work agreement as “a giant
step towards lasting peace” in
Mindanao.
The lawmakers also urged
the public to support the pact,
and for authorities to thwart attempts to derail efforts to forge
peace in Mindanao.
Maguindanao Rep. Simeon
Datumanong said the preliminary agreement “has been long
awaited for the return of peace
in Mindanao especially in the
conflict-affected areas where
more than 130,000 lives were
lost and continue to suffer dislocation now and then and of
course to encourage economic
development.”
Eastern Samar Rep. Ben
Evardone described the signing
today as “a giant step towards
the attainment of lasting peace
in Mindanao.”
“All sectors should give
that agreement a chance to take
root first to ensure its success.
Congress should be more than
willing to enact all the necessary measures that will support
it,” Evardone said.
Basilan Rep. Jim Hataman-Salliman said every Filipino should be happy with the
signing of the framework
agreement.
Ang Kasangga party-list
Rep. Teodorico Haresco said
the preliminary agreement between the government and the
MILF is a historic breakthrough under the resolute
“Daang Matuwid” vision of
President Aquino.
(www.philstar.com)
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NY Outsourcing Firm Launches Healthcare
Academy in Phl
by Tam Noda
Friday, October 12, 2012
ANILA,
Philippines -- Tapping the
country's rich pool
of nurses and other medical
professionals, a New Yorkbased outsourcing and transformation services company
launched Thursday its first
global healthcare academy in
the Philippines.
Executives of ExlService
Holdings, Inc. (EXL) said the
healthcare academy in Manila
is meant to scale the company's clinical and utilization
management capabilities for
health insurers and providers.
According to Rembert De
Villa, Executive Vice President, head of Insurance and
Healthcare and chief strategy
officer of EXL, launching the
healthcare academy is the

M

company's response to many
studies that predict the coming
of shortage of healthcare professionals in the United States.
De Villa said EXL aims to
bring together a global network of doctors, nurses and
analysts to support insurers
and providers tasked with simultaneously improving outcomes and reducing costs.
“Servicing the healthcare
industry requires in-depth,
specialized skills. With this
academy, EXL will deepen
our expertise and broaden our
range of services designed to
help companies meet their
goals in such an important industry,” De Villa said.
At present, EXL serves the
healthcare industry with more
than 500 nurses and doctors
with clinical experience.
EXL recently partnered

with US certification and
training institutions such as
Boston Reed College and the
National Healthcareer Association (NHA) to ensure the
Healthcare Academy will continue to develop the company’s industry expertise.
The company added EXL
associates will benefit from

hands-on clinical experience
from Manila Doctors, a local
teaching hospital.
EXL is a US company that
has been in operations since
1999 with headquarters based
in New York City. The company's Insurance Academy,
founded in 2009 has been developing capabilities for prop-

erty and casualty, life and annuity, and health insurers in the
US and United Kingdom. It has
partnered with organizations
such as the American Institute
for Chartered Property Casualty Underwriters and LOMA,
a life insurance association,
from where more than 20,000
associates have trained and
with nearly 10,000 receiving
certifications. (www.philstar.com)

Purisima Named Finance Minister
of the Year
by Neil Jerome Morales
Saturday, October 13, 2012

Finance Secretary
Cesar Purisima
receives the
Euromoney Finance
Minister of the Year
Award from
Euromoney editor
Clive Horwood.

T

OKYO – Finance Secretary Cesar Purisima
has been named Finance Minister of the Year for
2012 by global business magazine Euromoney for successfully steering the Philippine
economy.
“Purisima has worked
closely with President Aquino
to champion the idea that good
governance is good economics,” Euromoney said.
“He has unleashed an unforgiving strategy to combat tax
evasion and maximize revenue
from corporates without introducing any new taxes or reforms,” said one of the leading
global and finance publications.
“Our sources report a real
and positive view of the Philippines and cite the leadership
and decision making that you
have shown as a key factor in
this sentiment,” Euromoney
editor Clive Horwood said.
Euromoney handed the
award to Purisima on the sidelines of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)-World Bank
Annual Meetings.
The plum shows the recog-

nition for the programs of the
Aquino
administration,
Purisima told The STAR after
the awarding ceremonies.
“We will continue to implement the programs of the
President. We are not yet there
but the important thing is we
are pointed in the right direction and the pace of change is
accelerating,” Purisima said.
Meanwhile, in a separate
statement sent from Tokyo,
Purisima also recognized distinguished men and women in
government.
“It has been a tremendous
honor to join them in this journey and I share this recognition
with them. I’d like to especially
recognize Internal Revenue
Commissioner Kim Henares
who has the unenviable task of
collecting almost a trillion
pesos in taxes to finance government priorities, as well as
Budget Secretary Butch Abad
who has the equally unenviable
task of selecting which among
the many priorities we will finance,” he said.
Finally, he shared the
award with his colleagues at
the Department of Finance.
“I am only one in an enterprise of many. It is the hard
work of each and every one
that enables us to reach greater
heights,” he said.
Purisima joins the last
three winners of the award by
the same publication: Jim Flaherty of Canada in 2009; Rus-

sia’s Alexei Kudrin in 2010;
and Wayne Swan of Australia
in 2011.
In 2011, Purisima was also
named Finance Minister of the
Year for Asia by London-based
financial news source Emerging Markets.
President Aquino appointed Purisima as finance
secretary in July 2010.
He was previously appointed as trade secretary in
2004 and as finance secretary
in 2005 during the time of
President Gloria MacapagalArroyo.
Prior to this, he headed one
of the country’s biggest auditing firms, Sycip, Gorres & Velayo.
As finance chief, Purisima
implemented a heightened
campaign against smugglers
and tax evaders.
He has instructed the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR)
and the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) to regularly file cases
before the Department of Justice against tax evaders and
smugglers, respectively.
He also pushed for more
peso-denominated borrowing
instead of dollar-denominated
debt to cushion the economy
from foreign exchange fluctuations.
Purisima is also one of the
brains behind the Aquino administration’s public-private
partnership (PPP) program for
infrastructure. (www.philstar.com)
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LEGAL NOTES

Aged-Out Beneficiaries Win in
Latest CSPA Ruling
By Reuben S. Seguritan

T

housands
of
aged-out children
will no longer
have to wait at
the back of the
line for a green
card. That is, if the government
relents and concedes that it had
been wrongly and unfairly interpreting the law for a long
time.
In a recent ruling that will
have far-reaching consequences, the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals held that derivative beneficiaries of all
types of family petitions could
retain the priority date of the
original petition filed on behalf of their parents.
This is the latest in a legal
saga that revolves around a
key provision of the Child Status Protection Act.
The CSPA calculates a
child’s age using a formula

which takes into account the
government’s delays in processing a visa petition. If even
after the age-reducing computation, a child’s age is still 21
or over, Section 1153(h)(3)
still preserves the aged-out
child’s chances for a green
card by allowing the petition
to be automatically converted
to the appropriate category. It
also allows the child to retain
the original priority date.
This way, aged-out children get credit for the years or
even decades that they and
their parents waited to reach
the front of the line for an immigrant visa.
But the USCIS has interpreted this provision narrowly
and said that automatic conversion and priority date retention did not apply to
derivative beneficiaries of F3
(married sons and daughters
of U.S. citizens) and F4
(brothers and sisters of U.S.
citizens) petitions.
The plaintiffs in the case

De Osorio v. Mayorkas were
derivative beneficiaries of F3
and F4 visa petitions. One of
the plaintiffs, Cuellar de Osorio, was the primary beneficiary of an F3 petition filed by
her U.S. citizen mother with a
priority date of May 1998. Her
son at the time was 13 years
old. When a visa became available in November 2005, her
son had aged out and became
ineligible for an immigrant
visa. After she immigrated to
the U.S., she filed an F2B (unmarried son or daughter of permanent resident) petition for
her son in August 2006 and requested that he retain the 1998
priority date. The USCIS denied her request.
Plaintiff Costelo was also
the beneficiary of an F3 petition filed by her U.S. citizen
mother in 1990. Her daughters
had aged out when the priority
date became current in 2004.
She filed F2B petitions for her
daughters and requested retention of the 1990 priority date.

Plaintiff Ong was the beneficiary of an F4 petition by
his U.S. citizen sister in 1981.
His daughters, who were 2
and 4 years old at the time of
the petition, had aged out
when a visa became available
in 2002. In 2005, Ong filed
F2B petitions for them and requested retention of the 1981
priority date. The USCIS did
not respond to Ong’s and
Costelo’s requests.
While this case was pending with a district court in California several years ago, the
Board of Immigration Appeals
issued a restrictive interpretation of Section 1153(h). It said
that only subsequent visa petitions that do not require a
new petitioner may convert
automatically to a new category and retain the original
petition’s priority date. This
meant that automatic conversion and priority date retention
were available only to derivatives of F2A (spouse and children of permanent resident)
petitions.
The district court thus

ruled against the aged-out children, prompting them to file an
appeal with the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. A threejudge panel of the appeals
court deferred to the strict interpretation of the BIA.
But on rehearing, the
Ninth Circuit en banc handed
victory to the aged-out children. It found that based on
the plain language of the law,
automatic conversion and priority date retention applied to
all family-sponsored derivative beneficiaries. It therefore
rejected the unfair reading
given by the government.
The story, however, may
still be far from over as the
government can file an appeal
with the U.S. Supreme Court.
If the government persists despite this most recent refutation of its interpretation,
thousands of families will
continue to be separated for
many years during the wait for
an immigrant visa.
reuBeN s. seguritaN has
been practicing law for over 30
years. For further information, you
may call him at (212) 695 5281 or
log on to his website at www.seguritan.com
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Moody's Unit Forecasts Phl Growth at 5.2% this Year
by Prinz P. Magtulis
Saturday, October 13, 2012
ANILA, Philippines
- Economic growth
could hit 5.2 percent
this year as strong domestic demand keeps the Philippines
afloat amid the persistent
weakness of the global economy, a unit of debt watcher
Moody’s Investors Service said
yesterday.
“We recently revised our
outlook for the Philippines to
5.2 percent from 4.7 percent.
The first half economic growth
was pretty strong,” said Katrina
Ell, analyst at the New Yorkbased Moody’s Analytics.
The five-percent forecast
for next year has been retained,
she added.
The local economy expanded by 6.1 percent during
the first half of the year, a far
cry from the 4.2 percent
recorded same period last year.
This also slightly surpassed the
government’s five- to six-percent target for the year.
The revision was the sec-

M

ond for the Philippines under
Moody’s watch. The credit
rater initially expected economic growth to hit only four
percent this year. This was revised upwards to 4.7 percent in
June after a surprising 6.4-percent first quarter growth.
Ell said strong consumption and accelerated government spending have boosted
domestic demand, which “sort
of overcame” the weakness of
the external environment.
“Basically, we have factored in the weakness of the exports but that was sort of
overcame
by
domestic
strength,” Ell said in a phone
interview. Merchandise exports
plunged nine percent in August, its weakest performance
in eight months.
In a report released yesterday, Moody’s said the resiliency of the services sector is
also a factor for the Philippines’
stellar economic performance,
which has been mirrored in
most countries comprising the
Association of South East

Asian Nations (ASEAN).
There was also a “steady
rise” in investment as indicated
by dipping savings and increasing bank lending.
“ASEAN’s
investment
drive has coincided with a decline in savings in Malaysia,
Thailand, and the Philippines.
This is consistent with rising
domestic consumption and the
deteriorating current account
positions across the region,”
the report said.
“If the shift towards do-

mestic consumption continues,
export competitiveness could
falter as resources shift to domestic facing industries,” it
added.
Nevertheless, economic
health is seen to “stabilize” by
the middle of next year,
Moody’s said, and as such
monetary authorities will likely
hold off from cutting key rates
further.
The Philippines experienced three rate cuts this year,
putting the benchmarks 75

basis points lower to recordlows of 3.75 percent and 5.75
percent for overnight borrowing and lending, respectively.
Ell said further rate cuts for
the year have been ruled out.
The report, however, said “policymakers in ASEAN stand
ready to loosen policy further
should the global economy
take a turn for the worse.”
“Risks to growth for the
Philippines will be if the external weakness takes a turn for
the worse, in effect, remittance
could go lower,” she said.
(www.philstar.com)
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Baro A Presidente
Ti UFCH
DAYASADAS
By Pacita Saludes

N

i Jenny, nalatak a
mannurat kadagiti
amin a warnakan
iti Hawaii. Agtartaray iti darana ti
kinamanagserbi iti
komunidad. Anak daydi madaydayaw a Trinidad Alconcel
a nag- Consul General iti
Hawaii iti adu a tawen ken
daydi naanus ken managserbi
a manang tayo Soledad Arre
Alconcel.
Naragsak ken nalaing a
mangtimtimon ti pagtitiponan
dagiti
Pilipino
kadagiti
panagkankantana. Naayat a
makitintinnulong kadagiti pagrang-ayan ti komunidad. Ti
kasayaatan a paset ti ki-

nataona, napakumbaba ken
naamo a kasarsarita. Saan a
managindadakkel
uray
natatan-ok ti nagtaudanna. Isu
ti Presidente ti ANNAK TI
CAOAYAN iti Hawaii ken Isu
ita ti pangulo dagiti amin nga
organisasion dagiti Filipino iti
Estado ti Hawaii “UNITED
FILIPINO COMMUNITY
COUNCIL OF HAWAII”
(UFCH). Kappili iti UFCH
CONVENTION idiay Hilo,
Big Island iti kallabes a bulan.
Kas napili a president ti
UFCH adu dagiti arapaap ken
planona para iti komunidad
dagiti Filipino iti Hawaii.
Babaen iti pannakisarsaritami
(interview) iti Ilokaniana Variety Show iti programatayo ti
television no nabuyayo a kaduana ni Jean Jeremiah ti Presidente ti OFCC, inyebkasda
iti interview nga agpadpada

ADVERTISE NOW AND SEE HOW
THE FACE OF BUSINESS IS CHANGING!
No matter how small your ad, it gets our readers attention!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE @
www.thefilipinochronicle.com or
www.efilipinochronicle.com

dagiti aramidenda kabayatan ti
panagturayda a presidente.
Masapul ngarud a danggayantayo dagitoy a planoda nga
aramiden..
Maaramid ti reaffirmation
ti panagtakem dagiti opisyales
a kaduana a mangituray nangruna pay dagiti napili met a
mangiwanwan kadagiti dadduma nga isla iti Hawaii.
(Nabasa tayo itay napalabas
nga issue dagiti nagnaganda
ket pagtamdan tayo amin ida.
Kanayon ti reaffirmation ti
PROGRESS AWARDS a
maipaay kadagiti napili a nainominar a maikkan ti pammadayaw ita a tawen iti GALA
BANQUET ti United Filipino
Council a maaramid inton Octobre 19, 2012, 6:00 p.m. iti
Ala Moana Hotel Hibisicus
Ballroom, 410 Atkinson
Drive, Honolulu. Kas gagangay no Filipino affair, agarwat
dagiti mapan iti Filipiniana,
barong wenno Formal nga
arwat iti dayta a rabii. Awagan
ni Jenny Quezon no adda
kayat nga ammuen iti Tel:
808-888-0415.

OCTOBRE DIES ALAS DIES TI RABII
Maribettak ti isemko
A mangalubog iti nangngegko
Nauneg ti kaipapanan ti insawangmo
Nasirib a Diosa nga innak naam-ammo
Nasutil ti mariknak a mangikeddeng
A ti kinasaririt diak maawatan
Adu dagiti ammona a partaan
Balbalikas ken padto dagiti kadaanan
Di mabilang nagduduma nga partaan
Pasaray ipagupko nga ang-angaw
Ngem pudno gayam adda kaipapanan
Dagiti aldaw, petsa , oras
Al-aldaw, oras a naisangrat
Nagkauna nga pammati panangipapan
Dagiti nagkauna a taudan
Di nakappapati ngem pudno no maminsan
Make your wish kunam!
Naklaatak ta ti petsa 10-10-10 gayam
Segseggaak met ketdi toy a panawen
A mangsulbar ar-arpaapek nga aramiden
How I wish your wishes makes me wise
To explore the world of the unknown
Tapno maiturongak/maawatak a nalawag
Dagiti nauneg aglemlemmeng a pagduduaak
Daytoy a petsa aldaw ken oras
Dakkel ti kaipapananna iti tay-ak ti biag
Mangted malas, durog wenno saliwanwan
Panagbiag a pulos diak pay nadap-awan
Kabayatan panangpanpanurnurko
Kadagiti nawasnay a nagnagnaak a dalan
Iti walo pulo ket tallon nga innak iyaaddang.

MAINLAND NEWS

Industry Sues Over NYC
Crackdown on Sugary
Drinks

N

EW YORK (AP) —
Soda makers, restaurateurs and other
businesses sued Friday to try
to block the city's unprecedented move to restrict sales
of super-sized, sugary drinks,
an effort the city called a coup
for public health but the businesses view as wrong-minded
meddling.
"For the first time, they're
telling New Yorkers how
much of certain safe and lawful beverages they can drink.
... It's unfair, it's inequitable
and it's illegal," said Caroline
Starke, a spokeswoman for the
plaintiffs. They include the
American Beverage Association, the National Restaurant

Association, a soft drink
workers union and groups representing interests ranging
from movie theater owners to
Korean-American grocers.
A spokesman for Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, the regulation's chief champion, called
the lawsuit a groundless effort
to stop a groundbreaking policy.
"This predictable, yet
baseless, lawsuit fortunately
will help put an even greater
spotlight on the obesity epidemic," said the spokesman,
Marc LaVorgna, who noted
that the city also won fights
over outlawing smoking in
bars and offices and forcing
fast-food restaurants to list
calorie counts on their menus.
(continued on page 15)
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C OMMUNITY C ALENDAR
UFCH REAFFIRMATIOn AnD PROGRESS AWARDS
GALA BAnQUET / FRIDAY ● October 19, 2012, ● Ala Moana
Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom ● Donation $60● For more information pls.
call Carmen at 358-3845 or email quezonj001@hawaii.rr.com

DOCTORS-On-STAGE’S ‘BELIEVE In PRAISE OF FAITH
AnD FREEDOM’ / SATURDAY ● October 27, 2012, ● Worship
and Performing Arts Theater Kroc Center Hawaii, 91-3257 Kualaka’i
Parkway, Ewa Beach, HI 96706 ● Matinee 3:00 p.m. / Gala 7:00 p.m.
● For the benefit of BAYANIHAN CLINIC WITHOUT WALLS, INC. ●
For reservations: call (808) 841-4195 or (808) 671-3911

SAn nICOLAS GOODWILL FOUnDATIOn OF HAWAII
THAnKSGIVInG DInnER BALL / SATURDAY ● November

10, 2012, ● FilCom Center Casamina Flores Ballroom ●
Donation $45 ● For more information, pls. call 6800451

ISAH MRS. ILOCOS SURIAn FUnDRAISER /
SATURDAY ● November 17, 2012, ● Hilton Waikiki
Beach Resort Hotel ● Donation $65 ● Ffor more
information and tickets, pls. call Davelyn at 4898782

CLASSIFIED ADS
AL PHILLIPS THE CLEANER
P/T, F/T Costumer Service/Alterations
Training, High Pay with benefits
Call: 284-7878

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

3RD AnnUAL nIGHT OF HOnOR AnD TOYF,
JCI HAWAII FILIPInO JUnIOR CHAMBER /
SUnDAY ● December 9, 2012, ● Hibiscus Room, Ala
Moana Hotel ● For more information please contact
Randy Cortez at: 342-7685

GLOBAL NEWS

Oil Prices Rise After US Jobless Claims Fall

B

ANGKOK (AP) — The
price of oil rose Friday after
a big fall in U.S. unemployment benefit claims suggested some
improvement in the world's biggest
economy, raising expectations for
increased demand for energy.
Benchmark oil for November
delivery was up 8 cents to $92.15
per barrel at midday Bangkok time
in electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. The
contract gained 82 cents to close at
$92.07 per barrel in New York on
Thursday.
Brent crude, which is used to
price international varieties of oil,
fell 27 cents to $114.41 on the ICE

Futures Exchange in London.
The U.S. Labor Department
said Thursday that applications for
unemployment benefits fell last
week to 339,000. That's the lowest
in more than four years. If sustained, the lower level could signal
stronger hiring.
"We're going to look for more
workers and consumers driving and
more diesel demand from manufacturers and retailers delivering,"
said Carl Larry, president of Oil
Outlooks and Opinions.
Oil prices rose Thursday as tension between Turkey and Syria
raised concerns that crude oil supplies from the Middle East could be

disrupted.
On Thursday, Turkey said it
forced a Syrian passenger plane to
land because it believed it was carrying banned cargo from Russia.
Syria called the incident piracy.
The two countries have traded artillery fire over Syria's northern
border throughout the past week.
In other energy trading on the
New York Mercantile Exchange:
— Heating oil fell 0.6 cent to
$3.251 per gallon.
— Wholesale gasoline fell 1.4
cents to $2.845 per gallon.
— Natural gas added 0.2 cent
to $3.606 per 1,000 cubic
feet.(www.philstar.com)

OFWs Seek Amendments to Absentee
Voting Law

M

ANILA, Philippines Overseas Filipino workers
(OFWs) are pushing for
online voting and other amendments
in the existing provisions of the
Overseas Absentee Voting Law.
Ellene Sana, Center for Migrant
Advocacy (CMA) executive director,
said the Senate should immediately
pass the proposed amendments on
absentee voting law to enable more
Filipinos abroad to practice their
right to vote.
“It is up to the Senate to act
promptly on this bill. The OAV law
was enacted in 2003 in the 12th Congress and we hope that this 15th Congress can deliver the necessary

MAINLAND NEWS

improvements to the law to make it
a more effective tool for political empowerment of overseas Filipinos,”
she said.
Sana noted that Congress has approved on third and final reading the
proposed amendments and the Senate should pass its own version at the
soonest possible time.
The amended OAV bill passed
by the House of Representatives
seeks to repeal Section 5 (d) which
requires Filipino immigrants and permanent residents to execute an affidavit of intent to return and establish
permanent physical residence in the
Philippines.
The bill also authorizes the
Commission on Elections (Comelec) to explore and adopt more ef-

ficient modes of registration and
voting, including online system
without doing away with postal voting and personal appearance in designated voting centers.
“The immediate passage of the
bill by the Senate would greatly
help in further empowering OFWs
and giving them a voice in choosing the country’s next leaders,”
Sana said.
Sana said their group has already
talked to Senators Franklin Drilon
and Kiko Pangilinan, who have expressed support for the proposed
amendments to the OAV law.
The US Pinoy for Good Governance and the International Coalition
for Overseas Filipinos Voting Rights
echoed CMA’s call. (www.philstar.com)

(from page 14, INDUSTRY...)

The beverage industry hinted it
was considering a suit as soon as the
city Board of Health approved the
regulation last month. The rule
would stop restaurants, cafeterias and
concession stands from selling soda
and other high-calorie drinks in containers larger than 16 ounces. It's set
to take effect in March.

Bloomberg has called it a reasonable way to fight an obesity
problem that takes a toll on many
New Yorkers' health and city hospitals' budgets.
The measure keeps people from
drinking extra calories without
thinking, he says. For someone who
drinks a soda every day, for exam-

ple, downing a 16-ounce Coke instead of a 20-ounce one trims
14,600 calories a year, or the equivalent of 70 Hershey bars.
"Nobody is banning anything,"
the mayor said when the plan
passed, noting that someone who
wanted a second soda could get one.
The soda makers and sellers say

the city is being a nanny-like nag to consumers
and imposing an unfair, uneven burden on businesses. Manufacturers will have to get new bottles, and eateries will lose sales to competitors
that aren't covered by the rule, they say. A customer who couldn't buy a 20-ounce soda at a
pizzeria would be able to get a Big Gulp at a 7Eleven, for instance, as convenience stores are
under different regulations. (www.philstar.com)

