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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIALS

loha and welcome to the latest

issue of the Hawaii Filipino

Chronicle! Our editors and writ-

ers take great pride in each issue

of the Chronicle and diligently

work to provide our readers

with news of importance to Hawaii’s Fil-

ipinos. As many of you already know, the

Chronicle covers issues that are typically not reported by the

mainstream media. So if you want to read news about the latest

and important goings-on back home in the Philippines or want

a unique Filipino angle, you’ve come to the right place! 

At long last, pedestrians in Kalihi are getting help from the

City, which will be implementing safety improvements along a

dangerous stretch of North King Street, particularly near the in-

tersection with Gulick Avenue where there have been several

fatalities involving pedestrians. Kudos to Kalihi resident and

area City Councilmember Joey Manahan for going to bat for his

constituents and getting into the ear of Mayor Kirk Caldwell.

Read “City to Expedite Road Safety Improvements” on page 6

to find out what’s in store for not only streets in Kalihi but is-

landwide. 

Also in this issue, we welcome our newest contributing

writer, Julia Crowley, who earned her master’s degree in re-

gional planning from Cornell, where she conducted research

into solid waste management practices in Ilocos Norte, the

Philippines. Julia will begin her PhD in urban planning at the

University of Hawaii-Manoa this August. She wrote this issue’s

cover story entitled “Addressing the Philippines’ Solid Waste

Management Crisis.” If you’ve ever visited the Philippines,

you’ve seen first-hand how serious of an environmental prob-

lem waste management has been for the government. Fortu-

nately, officials remain optimistic and have integrated solid

waste management into the school curriculum, targeted the

adults to be more environmentally-responsible and encouraged

more recycling. For more on what the Philippines is doing, turn

to page 4. 

That’s all for now. We encourage you to take time to read

the columns, features and other news articles in this issue. And

as always, we encourage you to contact us at: filipinochroni-

cle@gmail.com with story ideas, tips or concerns regarding

Hawaii’s dynamic and vibrant Filipino community. Our sincer-

est thanks to all of you for reading and faithfully supporting the

Hawaii Filipino Chronicle!

Until next time…aloha and mabuhay!

A
Addressing the
Philippines’ Waste
Disposal Crisis

he accumulation of waste has been a constant prob-

lem in the Philippines due to its burgeoning popu-

lation, increasing urbanization and record

economic growth. Garbage is all too often left on

the streets and vacant lots, thrown in drainage and

canals which block the sewer system or simply

burned, resulting in air pollution. 

Thankfully, action has been undertaken, albeit slowly, by

local municipalities which have patterned their efforts after the

Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000 (Republic Act

9003). RA 9003 is sweeping legislation that empowers local gov-

ernments to take primary responsibility for and enforcement of

their solid waste management systems. Under RA 9003, local

governments are required to formulate 10-year solid waste man-

agement plans; divert 25 percent of all solid waste through reuse,

recycling, and composting by 2006; and establish reclamation

and buy-back centers for recyclables. At the barangay level, ma-

terials recovery facilities are to be established for sorting, segre-

gation, composting, and recycling, with residual wastes to be

transferred to a sanitary landfill or other long-term facility.

What has helped tremendously are informational campaigns

aimed to educate the public, businesses and youth and increase

awareness of the need to properly dispose of trash. While progress

has been made, much work still remains to be done. What is

sorely needed is a change in attitude wherein waste segregation

is a daily route of people’s lives. More households are learning

to properly segregate their waste which lessens the workload of

municipal garbage collectors. Recycling teams also visit house-

holds once a month to check for compliance. Even better, the peo-

ple have stopped openly burning their garbage and are learning

how to properly dispose of solid waste. 

The Philippines’ garbage crisis is a serious threat to public

health and the environment if it continues to remain unresolved.

The root cause is related to good governance and political will.

The government must continue to make solving the garbage crisis

and developing long-term, sustainable solutions a key priority.

The government and its people owe it to the next generation to

resolve this crisis now.

T
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enues from the General Excise and Use tax (GET) surcharge

that will be used exclusively to pay for the $5 billion rail project.

Collection of the GET began in 2007 and will sunset in 2022.

There has been whispers in some circles of extending the GET

beyond 2022 to fund extensions of the rail project. Such talk is

way too early. Since public support is crucial for the project’s

long term success, it would be to HART’s advantage to allow

construction to proceed further along and into the Downtown

corridor before any formal discussions are held about extending

the GET collection. The Downtown area is where many ancient

Hawaiian remains are located and could significantly slow

down construction and impact traffic flow. 

The City Council also needs to continue monitoring the

project closely, particularly construction activity, and see to it

that contracts are awarded timely and its budget managed care-

fully. Realistically, the rail project is still years away. The first

10 miles from East Kapolei to Aloha Stadium is expected to

open in 2017, with the full 20-mile line ready for service in

2019. With the finish line still a ways off and the impact of con-

struction to be felt by an ever-growing number of residents, it

is imperative that HART continue providing good outreach to

the community.

onolulu’s rail transit system is slowly taking shape

before our very eyes. Just last month, crews com-

pleted work in East Kapolei on the 100th support

column, each about 23 feet tall. HART officials

hope to construct some 220 columns by the end of

this year. Of particular note is the first column that

will cross over the H-1/H-2 freeway merge between

Waipahu and Pearl City. For many motorists, this column will

be their first glimpse of the rail project. As rail becomes more

visible, the public will see how the enormity of the project and

how it will forever alter Oahu’s landscape. 

The column at the H-1/H2 merge will rise about four stories

tall. Its towering height is bound to surprise many members of

the public whose previous notions of the rail project were pro-

vided courtesy of artists’ sketches and drawings, as well as video

renderings. Rail officials say this particular column’s height is

taller than the others because there needs to be sufficient clear-

ance over Farrington and Kamehameha highways. A similarly

taller column is being erected at the intersection of Farrington

Highway and Fort Weaver Road to clear the overpass. 

So far, HART officials have collected $1.25 billion in rev-

Rail to Rapidly Change
Oahu’s Landscape

H
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By Emil Guillermo

CANDID PERSPECTIVES

Who Wants an Obama Library for
Hawaii?  

hen I was on

the editorial

board at the

s o m e w h a t

l a t e  a n d

s e m i -

lamented Ad-

vertiser (it is still sort of

half-alive), there was a lot of

clamoring for an upstart politi-

cian with Hawaii roots. 

After spending his youth

on beaches staring at the ocean,

Barack Obama must have

gained an unlimited sense of

confidence. Because when he

stood on Chicago’s puny

beaches staring at that well-

contained, albeit great lake, he

knew he could be president.

And, as they say, the rest is

history.

But does Hawaii really

want to be the home site of the

presidential library of the man

who has been deemed by cur-

rent polls as the worst president

in 70 years? 

I wasn’t a huge Obama

supporter in the early days. I

didn’t know him. I was more

neutral and not a wild aloha

cheerleader. I do recall writing

many anti-Bush editorials, es-

pecially on the eavesdropping

FISA court and on the appoint-

ment of Justice Alito. In the

end, my writings will show that

my commentaries during the

Obama candidacies, produced

many more positive opin-

ions—about Hillary Clinton.

That is not to say I was anti-

Obama. Far from it. I froze my

butt off standing outside in

Washington, D.C. on Inaugural

Day 2009, and was ready for the

great hope and change to come.

I’m still waiting.

Just before the long Inde-

pendence Day holiday, I at-

tended a journalism conference

in San Francisco and listened to

keynote speaker Lowell

Bergman, the former “60 Min-

utes” investigative producer

and New York Times reporter,

who was the man Al Pacino

played on the investigation on

Big Tobacco in  “The Insider.”

In a speech that was a per-

fect prelude to the Fourth,

Bergman talked about the ero-

sion of press freedom. As an in-

dicator of how we’ve

backslided in terms of free-

doms, particularly the First

Amendment, just look at how

reporters and their sources are

treated today. Edward Snow-

den, Chelsea Manning and Ju-

lian Assange? Whistleblowers

and leakers are on the run. And

for many, they are considered

traitors, not heroes.

Meanwhile, James Risen

of the New York Times is fac-

ing jail for his story on a bun-

gled CIA operation in Iran.

Some believe Risen is the first

to break the story of the NSA’s

surveillance of Americans.

In his address to more than

1,600 attendees, Bergman was

bold in his frankness.

“We have to talk about the

illusion we have gone along

with in the past six to seven

years,” Bergman said. “That in

some way the Bush/Gonzales

years were bad years for jour-

nalism, when in fact Barack

Obama and Eric Holder are not

our friends.”

It was the first vigorous

ovation Bergman received that

day. The administration isn’t a

friend of journalists and the

public’s right to know, and nei-

ther is the Supreme Court, ac-

cording to Bergman, who

pointed out how different

things are today.

Bergman said that 50 years

ago in New York Times v. Sul-

livan, the Supreme Court, with

a Republican leading the way

in a 9-0 decision, gave real

backing to reporters.

“It meant you can report on

a public figure without fear of

being dragged into court and

have to prove factually to the

standards of the court that what

you report is in fact true,” said

Bergman.

He also pointed out that

Sullivan didn't involve a story,

but an advertisement in the

New York Times taken out by

a civil rights organization.

“And we [journalists] prof-

ited from that,” he said. “I think

it’s important to remember, we

don’t have the civil rights

movement [anymore]."

Surely, it’s not the same as

when the Civil Rights Act was

signed into law 50 years ago

July 2.

Balancing SCOTUS is one

positive thing Obama has done.

But it’s still a 5-4 court, and

generally, not in the good way.

Obama does have more

than two years to change the

state of the country he leaves us

with. But he seems to be coast-

ing now. Sure, he’s made a dif-

ference with health care, but

it’s unclear if that will cover a

sick presidency. The NSA

started under Bush, but contin-

ues to flourish under Obama.

So has Guantanamo. Mass de-

portations. The never-ending

war, now with advisors! 

Does Hawaii really want a

library that may seem more

like an annex of the Bush li-

brary in Texas?

emil guillermo, an award-win-

ning journalist and winner of an Amer-

ican Book Award, was an editorial

board member of the Honolulu Adver-

tiser.

W

Are We Doomed to
Polarization?

e Ameri-

cans are

trapped in a

p o l i t i c a l

d i l e m m a .

We all like

representa-

tive democ-

racy, but we don’t much like

the way it’s performing.

The reason for this dissat-

isfaction is clear. Polls in re-

cent years detail a polarized

nation, divided both ideologi-

cally and politically. This is, as

the Pew Research Center put it

recently, “a defining feature of

politics today.” In the public’s

eye, Washington gets most of

the blame for this.

Yet Congress and the po-

litical world around it reflect

the rest of the country more

than we’d like to believe. Our

nation is divided ideologically.

It’s also segregated politically,

with many Americans prefer-

ring to associate with and live

near people who share their

views; gerrymandered districts

and closed primaries intensify

the effect. Our media is more

partisan than it used to be. In-

terest groups — many of them

funded by ordinary Americans

who want their voices magni-

fied — are more engaged than

they were a generation ago.

And though we deplore nega-

tive politics, we respond to it

and even encourage our fa-

vorite partisans to engage in it.

Anyone who becomes

President today does so with

nearly half the country op-

posed to him the day he takes

office. Moreover, we face a

long list of issues where deci-

sive action may be impossible:

abortion, gun control, climate

change, a host of budgetary

and economic problems, the

death penalty, tax reform, im-

migration, drug laws. These

issues don’t just divide Con-

gress; they divide the nation,

with no clear path forward.

Our admired political sys-

tem, in other words, is not

working well. In Pew’s survey,

the extremes make up just

over a third of the American

public, but because they’re

disproportionately active they

drive our politics. The larger,

more diverse center can’t

agree on a direction for the

country, but its members are

united by their distaste for the

tone of politics and the unwill-

ingness of politicians to com-

promise and break the

stalemate. We are not getting

the politics we want.

So how do we resolve our

dilemma?

There are many proce-

dural steps that can ease the

gridlock on Capitol Hill.

Among them, the House and

Senate could schedule them-

selves so that they’re in ses-

W
By Lee H. Hamilton

OPINION

(continued on page 5)
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Addressing the Philippines'
Solid Waste Management Crisis
By Julia Crowley, M.A.

However, many of the

provinces lag behind in imple-

menting policies to alleviate

the grim effects of plastic

wastes. A major difficulty in

these areas has to do with the

fact that many of the munici-

palities lack formal solid waste

management systems. The neg-

ative consequences of this are

further exacerbated by the

abundant distribution of plastic

bags in the markets and sari-

sari stores. It’s all too common

to see residents of rural munic-

ipalities resort to burning their

solid waste. 

According to the U.S. En-

vironmental Protection Agency

(EPA), “Backyard burning [of

plastics and other common

wastes] is far more harmful to

our health than previously

thought. It can increase the risk

of heart disease, aggravate res-

piratory ailments such as

asthma and emphysema, and

cause rashes, nausea, or

headaches. Backyard burning

also produces harmful quanti-

ties of dioxins, a group of

highly toxic chemicals that set-

tle on crops and in our water-

ways where they eventually

wind up in our food and affect

our health.” 

Many of the large chain

stores of the Philippines are

providing biodegradable plas-

tic bags and while there is no

fee for the first bag, they will

charge between 3 and 5 pesos

for each additional bag that is

requested by the customer. In

spite of these apparent efforts

on the part of the big chain

stores, their effectiveness in

promoting a clean environment

is questionable. The feasibility

of biodegradable plastic bags

has long been debated as it has

not been proven that such bags

can biodegrade in landfills.  

Tragedy at Payatas

The Philippines’ wakeup

call on the effects of improper

solid waste management oc-

curred in July of 2000 when an

open dumpsite called Payatas,

located near Manila, over-

flowed. The garbage fell on a

slum community, killing al-

most 300 people and leaving

hundreds of families without

homes. The tragedy at Payatas

influenced the subsequent

passing of RA 9003, a national

law that designates local gov-

ernments with the responsibil-

ity of collecting non-recyclable

materials and special wastes.

In spite of the passing of

RA 9003, many areas of the

Philippines continue to struggle

with providing clean solid

waste management systems al-

most 14 years after the tragedy

at Payatas. Rico Ancog, assis-

tant professor of Environmen-

tal Science and Management at

UP-Los Baños, Nestor

Archival, City Councilor of

Cebu City, and Carmelita Re-

bancos, Professor of Environ-

mental Science and

he abundant and often tragic typhoons that frequent

the Philippines each year are accompanied by

heavy floods that cannot withstand the myriad of

plastic bags that are clogging the drainage. The

problem with plastics is that they do not bio-de-

grade and improper methods of their disposal can result in

hazardous effects to the environment. In June 2013, Manila’s

financial district of Makati implemented a plastic ban after a

widespread publicity campaign. Paper bags are now distrib-

uted in lieu of plastics and reusable cloth bags are also sold

for around 10 pesos each.

T

Management at UPLB, ad-

dressed the shortcomings of the

law in a publication through the

Journal of Environmental Sci-

ence and Management. 

“[Even though] the enact-

ment of RA 9003 sets guide-

lines on solid waste avoidance

and volume reduction, local

government units remain un-

certain particularly with regard

to enforcement and financing

the solid waste management

program,” they indicate.  

Yet with increases in busi-

nesses and consumer spending

from remittances to the Philip-

pines, the volume of solid

waste is growing. Furthermore,

the increasing number and

strength in typhoons that have

hit the insular nation call for ur-

gent policy implementations to

alleviate the effects of im-

proper solid waste disposal and

abundant plastic distribution. 

The following policy rec-

ommendations for the Philip-

pines’ solid waste management

systems would certainly be of

help.

Proactive Planning on the

Part of Local Governments

The role of local govern-

ments in ensuring clean solid

waste management systems for

their respective municipalities

is crucial. Many of the resi-

dents of the Philippines are

dealing with the immediate ef-

fects of poverty, like having

enough food and clean water to

get through the day. This sce-

nario makes it difficult for

them to be expected to priori-

tize and efficiently manage

their solid waste on their own.

Yet as explained above, the

long-term effects of improper

solid waste management can be

detrimental, especially to the

poor who are the most vulner-

able population. With that said,

it is in the best interest of local

governments to establish clean

solid waste management sys-

tems for their municipalities

before the long term effects

present them with larger scale

tragedies.

An exemplary municipal-

ity in terms of its solid waste

management practices is Sol-

sona, Ilocos Norte. Solsona’s

local government, led by the

De Lara family, has established

notable practices and policies

to function as a zero-waste mu-

nicipality. All food wastes from

the market and slaughter house

go to vermiculture.  This is a

composting process where the

African Night Crawler worm is

used to convert food wastes

into organic fertilizer. As for

plastics, the local government

of Solsona has invested in a

number of plastic shredders.

After plastics go through the

shredder, they are molded into

other uses, including paving

blocks, pillows, and mattresses.

Furthermore, the residents of

the municipality appear to be

complying with the local gov-

ernment’s objectives as visual

observations suggest that the

area is remarkably clean.  Signs

surround Solsona that warn

passersby of the 1,000 peso

fine for littering. The absence

of burning is also evident.

Conduct Provincial Solid

Waste Management Educa-

tion Programs for Mayors

Given the importance of

local governments in providing

clean solid waste management

systems for their municipali-

ties, it would be most effective

for provincial governments to

implement continual solid

waste management education

programs for mayors to pass on

to their respective municipali-

ties. Seminars could be led by

environmentalists and city

planners in order to share clean

solid waste management tech-

niques. Prizes could also be

given by the provincial govern-

ment to award the municipality

with the cleanest solid waste

management program.

Reduce Plastic Distribution

Preventing the consump-

tion of plastics could greatly re-

duce the hazardous effects of

improper plastic waste dis-

(continued on page 5)

A government worker from Solsona, Ilocos Norte shows off African
Nightcrawler worms which are used to convert food waste into
fertilizer



JulY 12, 2014  hawaii FiliPino ChroniCle   5

COVER STORY

posal. Local governments

could discourage plastic bag

distribution by requiring con-

sumers to pay for the bags. It

would also be useful for local

governments to encourage the

use of cloth shopping bags or

native bayong bags for wet

market purchases. 

Implement Mandated Solid

Waste Management Programs

in the Schools

In order to develop posi-

tive solid waste management

habits among the youth, it

would appear to be effective

for the Philippine Department

of Education to mandate recy-

cling and clean disposal pro-

grams in the public school

curriculums. This might in-

clude covering content on

solid waste management in

science courses, or establish-

ing recycling programs at the

schools for students to partici-

pate in. It is also important to

get the parents involved. Some

teachers have expressed their

frustrations of educating youth

on the importance of clean

solid waste management, only

to have them go home and en-

gage in unsanitary disposal

methods with their parents.

Therefore, such solid waste

education programs are an on-

going and collaborative learn-

ing process. 

Implement Manufacturer Re-

sponsibility Mandates for the

Disposal of Packaging

The Philippine govern-

ment should consider imple-

m e n t i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r

responsibility mandates for

the disposal of packaging.

This means that manufactur-

ers would be required to col-

lect all the packaging wastes

from their products, and find

a feasible way to recycle

them.  Such a policy was de-

veloped in Germany in the

1990s. These manufacturer

respons ib i l i ty mandates

would require packaging to

be made with recyclable

products and proper labeling

practices to allow for identifi-

cation and recovery by manu-

facturers. Such a process

could help discourage pack-

aging wastes from being

burned and dumped in open

waterways in the Philippines.

Julia CrowleY will start her PhD

in urban planning at the University of

Hawaii-Manoa this August. She recently

completed a Master’s degree in Regional

Planning at Cornell University where

she conducted research on solid waste

management in Ilocos Norte, Philip-

pines. Prior to her matriculation at Cor-

nell, Crowley served as a Peace Corps

Volunteer in Sarrat, Ilocos Norte for 2.5

years where she implemented a plastic

reduction project. For further questions

about this article, please email her at

juliacrowley88@gmail.com.

sion at the same time. Congressional

leaders and the President ought to

meet at least once a month. Congress

needs to work the same five-day week

that the rest of us do, and reduce its

centralized leadership by empowering

committees. Open primaries would

help moderate the nation’s politics, as

would bipartisan redistricting commis-

sions capable of doing away with ger-

rymandered districts. Increasing voter

participation and improving the in-

tegrity of our elections would also

help. Limiting the Senate filibuster

and allowing minority parties in both

chambers more of an opportunity to

offer amendments, would open up de-

bate and forestall endless stalemates.

But resolving our dilemma is un-

likely to happen quickly. It’s hard to

see either side in this partisan divide

winning or losing decisively in the

elections immediately ahead. Even if

one party wins both houses in Con-

gress, it’s not easy to move when the

White House is in the control of an-

other party. With the need for 60

votes in the Senate, the minority party

can always find ways to slow things

down.

Still, it’s worth remembering that

American politics is dynamic, not

static. Change occurs, sometimes

quickly, but more often slowly. We

won’t forever be this evenly divided,

because public opinion will eventu-

ally evolve and the system will re-

spond.

Which raises my final point. Even

when our frustration with division

and discord spills over into impa-

tience with the system itself, our ob-

ligations as American citizens remain

the same. We face complex problems

that don’t have simple solutions.

They demand a willingness to exer-

cise the values of representative

democracy: tolerance, mutual respect,

accepting ideological differences,

working to build consensus.

Our core values accept that the dif-

ferences in opinions among us will

continue, but also compel us to find a

way through them so the country can

move forward. By accepting the chal-

lenges that come with living in a rep-

resentative democracy and renewing

our confidence in it, we can lay the

groundwork for change. In the end, we

created our political dilemma and are

responsible for working our way

through it.

lee hamilTon is Director of the Center on

Congress at Indiana University. He was a mem-

ber of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34

years.

OPINION (from page 3, ARE WE...)

Solsona Mayor Joseph Espiritu De Lara (left) displays a vase made
out of recycled plastics

(from page 4, ADDRESSING...)
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C
ity crews are installing

new and additional

streetlights on North

King Street in Kalihi to bring

improved visibility to a corri-

dor frequented by pedestrians,

the elderly and a high volume

of vehicle traffic. 

City Councilmember and

Kalihi resident Joey Manahan

has long been concerned with

pedestrian safety along that

particular corridor of North

King Street.  

“I’m grateful for the ad-

ministration's response to in-

stall new lights to address

residents’ pleas for increased

lighting,” Manahan says. “The

additional lights will make the

area brighter and safer for both

pedestrians and motorists. For

months we have been working

to address pedestrian safety is-

sues along this corridor of

North King Street, and the new

lights are going to make a huge

difference for pedestrians and

motorists traveling this route.”

Existing streetlights along

North King Street will be re-

placed with high pressure

sodium lights and additional

streetlights will be installed.

The new lights will point down

toward the road, rather than up,

to provide increased visibility.

The lights will be replaced with

LEDs and retrofitted as part of

the LED program which begins

next year.  

City officials launched a

Complete Streets Initiative in

2012 and began work to join

the World Health Organiza-

tion/AARP’s Age-Friendly

Cities network. Both programs

focus on making roadways

safer and accessible for pedes-

trians, cyclists, motorists, pub-

lic transportation and people

with disabilities. 

A Complete Streets meet-

ing is scheduled for Tuesday,

July 15, 2014 from 5:30 pm to

7:30 pm at the Neal Blaisdell

Center, Pikake Room. Mem-

bers of the public are welcome

to participate and provide

input on how to make our

streets safer for all.  

The City is preparing a

Request for Proposal to form a

public-private-partnership that

will replace all 51,700 city

streetlights with LEDs that use

40-60 percent less energy

while providing brighter, more

direct light.  

“Complete Streets, Age-

Friendly Cities and the LED re-

placement program will begin

next year and make a profound

impact on the way we use our

roads,” says Honolulu Mayor

Kirk Caldwell. “In the interim,

we are looking at areas that we

can improve now and that be-

gins on North King Street in

Kalihi.”  (www.philstar.com)

City to Expedite Road Safety Improvements 

C
rews have begun col-

umn work for the sec-

tion of Honolulu’s

elevated rail line that will

cross over the H-1/H-2 free-

way merge between Waipahu

and Pearl City.

In July, crews are scheduled

to pour concrete for the first col-

umn located in the freeway me-

dians at the H-1 Waiawa

Interchange. Several support

columns need to be erected be-

fore guideway construction can

begin later this fall, connecting

the rail line between the rail sta-

tions at Leeward Community

College and Pearl Highlands

shopping center.

“Rail construction contin-

ues near the H-1/H-2 Freeway

area with the first support col-

umn going up for the planned

rail guideway,” says Dan

Grabauskas, CEO and execu-

tive director of the Honolulu

Authority For Rapid Trans-

portation (HART). “We ask

drivers for their continued pa-

tience and understanding dur-

ing the work and to be mind-

ful of our crews stationed

along the freeway.” 

For the safety of both the

work crews and motorists, the

public is advised to proceed

with caution through the con-

struction area. Drivers should

provide a safe distance be-

tween their vehicles and

workers and equipment.

The first 10 miles of the

rail system from East Kapolei

to Aloha Stadium is expected

to open in 2017, with the full

20-mile line ready for service

in 2019.

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Column Work Begins Along H-1
Waiawa Interchange

New Report Details Insurance Coverage for Hawaii

A
new report by Wal-

lethub shows that

6.35 percent of

Hawaii residents lack health

insurance, which is the fourth

lowest rate in the country. 

Wallethub’s 2014 Health

Insurance Coverage Report of-

fers consumers an initial pro-

jection of uninsured rates by

state post-Obamacare. Rates of

uninsured vary dramatically

across states. There has been a

lack of information to compare

states by insurance coverage

rates following the implemen-

tation of the Affordable Care

Act (ACA)/Obamacare. 

The report also shows the

following for Hawaii:

• Obamacare reduced the

uninsured rate by 2.75 per-

centage points in one year.

• 28.01 percent of Hawaii

residents under age 64 is

on Medicaid.

• 8,592 individuals enrolled

in private health insurance

plans under Obamacare.

• 26,010 individuals en-

rolled in Medicaid be-

tween Summer 2013 and

April 2014.

According to David Hog-

berg of National Center for

Public Policy Research, Oba-

macare appears to be having

very modest success so far in

reducing the number of unin-

sured adults?

“By my rough calculations

it has, at best, reduced the

number of uninsured in the

private market by about 1.8

million to 3.1 million, far short

of 6 to 7 million predicted by

the Congressional Budget Of-

fice and White House,” Hog-

berg says. “As for Medicaid,

there is probably some reduc-

tion there as well, but at this

point we do not have accurate

numbers on that.”

Wallethub is an online

personal finance resource that

helps consumers make better

financial decisions and save

money. To view the full re-

port, please visit: http://wal-

lethub.com/edu/rates-of-unin

sured-by-state-before-after-

obamacare/4800/.
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LEGAL GUIDE

By Atty. Emmanuel 

Samonte Tipon

fer long jail terms if they go to

trial and lose. These poor de-

fendants are not like Mrs.

Marcos who does not listen to

stupid advice.

My son Noel and I recently

won a case in the U.S. Court of

Appeals where we sought to set

aside a guilty plea by a Filipino

defendant on the ground that he

was a victim of ineffective as-

sistance of counsel who ad-

vised him to plead guilty to

drug distribution charges in ex-

change for a one year prison

term otherwise he would face

20-40 years if he went to trial

and lost, without telling him

that the offense would result in

mandatory deportation. A

judge said he would have suf-

fered only 18 months in jail if

he went to trial and lost. U.S. v.

Ramiro.

We asked Noel Tipon and

Tim Bilecki, partners in the

Bilecki and Tipon law firm in

Honolulu, the Premier Law

Firm defending military serv-

ice members in the Pacific

Rim, and who also defend

civilians, what a person

charged with a criminal of-

fense should do when the first

lawyer contacted says “just

plead guilty”.

According to them, these

are “The Top 5 Things Every

Defendant Should Know Be-

fore Pleading Guilty.”

1. Know and review all of

the evidence against you

with your lawyer.

2. Know for sure that the

government can prove the

case beyond a reasonable

doubt.

3. Know you are really get-

ting some kind of benefit

for pleading guilty and

making it easy on the gov-

ernment.

4. Know that your are plead-

ing guilty for yourself, not

for your lawyer or any-

body else.

5. Know and explore all pos-

sible defenses with your

lawyer.

hy should I

p l e a d

g u i l t y

when I’m

not guilty,”

r e t o r t e d

former First Lady Imelda Mar-

cos, when her first lawyer ad-

vised her to plead guilty to

charges of racketeering, con-

spiracy, obstruction of justice,

and mail fraud for allegedly

purchasing four buildings in

New York with Philippine

government money.  Her

lawyer reportedly told her that

he could negotiate a plea bar-

gain agreement so that she

would get not more than five

years in jail rather than twenty

years if she went to trial and

lost. Mrs. Marcos, inciden-

tally, is celebrating her 85th

birthday today, July 3, 2014.

She was acquitted on her 61st

birthday, July 3, 1990. 

Mrs. Marcos’ friend Doris

Duke, a multimillionaire

heiress, called Honolulu at-

torney Ron Oldenburg to look

for another lawyer. Olden-

burg talked with and recom-

mended Gerry Spence, a

well-known criminal defense

attorney. Mrs. Marcos re-

tained him. Spence hired pri-

vate investigators to look into

the background of the poten-

tial government witnesses to

be used in cross-examining

them. When certain witnesses

learned that derogatory infor-

mation about them had been

discovered, they quickly fled

back to Manila. 

“There was no evidence,”

said the jury forewoman,

Catherine Balton. “It was a to-

tally silly case,” said Thomas

O’Rourke, another juror. New

York Times, July 3, 1990. “Ju-

rors called the government's

case inadequate, and some

were apparently convinced

that political factors influ-

enced the prosecution.” Los

Angeles Times, July 3, 1990.

After the verdict, Gerry

Spence, who did not present a

single witness for the defense,

said, ''This just proves that a

single juror has more power

than the United States Govern-

ment itself.'' New York Times,

July 3, 1990.

Can you imagine the in-

justice that Mrs. Marcos

would have suffered if she had

followed the advice of her first

lawyer to plead guilty?  Unfor-

tunately, thousands of inno-

cent defendants charged with

criminal offenses plead guilty

because they are victims of in-

competent and lazy lawyers

who simply tell them to plead

guilty otherwise they will suf-

“W

Five Things You Should Know Before
Pleading Guilty

(continued on page 12)
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TRAVEL & TOURISM

ANILA, Philip-

pines - Any-

thing that

speaks of happi-

ness, we are

sold on it. So

when we expe-

rienced Hotel Felicidad, we

knew that its name was no

fluke. In fact, it has become

quite the landmark in Vigan

City, Ilocos Sur. Everybody

knows it because it is a happy

place to spend one’s vacation.

If we were to go by the many

loyal travelers who always in-

sist on Hotel Felicidad, as well

Filadelfo Rosario de Leon Sr.

and Doña Primitiva Encarna-

cion Donato after their wed-

ding on June 19, 1918 and

as the newbies who have heard

— and tried — the hotel, then

the happiness it trumpets is

well justified.

Hotel Felicidad consultant

Bonito Singson says that it all

boils down to the establish-

ment’s distinct traits and quali-

ties. For starters, it is their

unique architectural design.

Singson shares: “The features

were preserved from the origi-

nal structure and faithfully

adopted in the restoration

process of the building.”

He’s referring to the hotel’s

building, built by spouses Dr.

became the ancestral house of

the Donato-De Leon family.

Hotel Felicidad has kept its

various interior spaces, pre-

serving the entrance hall, the

original staircase, the grand

sala, azotea, and the spacious

bedrooms. All these are the

products of painstaking re-

search in remaining true to the

original architecture and de-

sign.

Singson relates: “The an-

cestral house features one

meter-thick walls made of old

oven-baked bricks, wide and

tall wooden window casings

with unique smoked glass pan-

els on the window panes slid-

ing on tongue and groove rail-

ings, high ceilings, decora-

tively plastered walls and

posts, big spacious rooms and

widenarra planks for flooring.”

“New and modern plumb-

ing, sanitation, mechanical,

electrical, and air-conditioning

features and accessories were

installed but almost all are hid-

den to maintain the old and an-

tique ambiance of the

building,” he informs us.

Lifestyle Feature - Travel (

Article MRec ), pagematch: 1,

sectionmatch: 1

He adds that original, re-

stored or inspired reproduc-

tions of 18th and early 19th

century furniture and fixtures

complete the charming and

grandiose character of Hotel

Felicidad.

“Guests can best experi-

ence this in most of our rooms

that feature four-poster beds in

the style of master craftsman

Ah-Tay, made of solid kam-

agong and molave, each

uniquely designed and adorned

by traditional Vigan mosquito

nets with mattresses dressed in

300-thread count premium

linens and duvet covers,” he

says.

All 21 rooms are acces-

sorized by uniquely Vigan

Abel bed runners, old baol as

luggage racks, tall and mir-

rored aparador, Tres Lunas

dressers with matching stool,

all traditionally laid out. Bath-

rooms are also oversized and

equipped with top-of-the-line

fixtures and accessorized with

100-percent cotton towels

proudly embossed with the

Hotel Felicidad logo.

The rooms are classified

into dormitory, standard, supe-

rior, deluxe, and Grand Suites.

The latter is further categorized

into Niños Suite, Maestra

Suite, Maestro Suite, La Casa

Rosa, and La Casa Verde.

These come with individually

controlled room air-condition-

ing systems, flat-screen LED

television with premium cable

programming, free Internet ac-

cess, personal safety deposit

box, hot and cold water sys-

tem, and daily newspapers.

The location is also a win-

ning come-on: Hotel Felicidad

is right in the center of Vigan,

near the historic Plaza Burgos,

M

by Lester Gopela Hallig

(continued on page 10)
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Plaza Salcedo with its amazing dancing

waters, and the majestic St. Paul’s Cathe-

dral, but neatly tucked in a corner of the

back street parallel to the famous Calle

Crisologo where a lot of activities and

shops are concentrated.

“The decision to open the hotel in this

district was part of the corporate vision of

a local group of private investors who are

deeply passionate about their love for the

heritage city of Vigan. It is meant to

showcase the rich cultural heritage of

Vigan and the comfortably exquisite

lifestyle of the ilustrados back then,”

Singson says.

He is just as proud, as he rightfully

should be, of their tagline “Ilocano Her-

itage Hospitality at its best.” The main

idea really is to ensure that guests are well

taken care of and that they are always

happy and satisfied whatever the circum-

stance. It is no wonder then that guests

rave about the Ilocano hospitality so gen-

uinely extended to them by the hotel staff.

“Consistent with our philosophy and

guided by the Ilocano heritage hospitality,

our staff has been trained to consistently

and passionately provide the best hospi-

tality service and care to all our guests,

prioritizing guests’ well being, so much

so that it has become a culture and way of

life to them. Hotel Felicidad offers Ilo-

cano heritage hospitality par excellence,”

Singson declares.

Despite having only begun operations

TRAVEL & TOURISM (from page 8, HAPPINESS...)

in December 2012 and with no hotel

business experience to begin with, the

group behind Hotel Felicidad reports that

the excellent guest feedback and very

satisfying hotel occupancy exceeded

their expectations.

“We truly believe that once our

guests experience traveling through time

in Hotel Felicidad, our quality of service

and the unique features of our hotel will,

by word of mouth, simply bring us suc-

cess,” Singson explains.

The best affirmation yet was the

awarding of the 2014 Certificate of Ex-

cellence by Trip Advisor and the unso-

licited certification of the Department of

Tourism. Singson happily states: “We are

now rated as the number one BnB (bed

and breakfast) hotel in Vigan with a four-

and-a-half star rating.”

Vigan’s most sought-after destina-

tion boutique hotel is not resting on its

proverbial laurels. Soon it will open the

annex with 15 rooms, and expand its ca-

pacity to accommodate convention-size

contingents or groups of 300 guests and

more. Its present offerings and wonderful

tour packages have, thus far, gained for

itself the trust of Vigan travelers.

Singson confidently concludes: “We

will continue to make our guests happy

with our one-of-a-kind time travel expe-

rience.” After all, the name says it all —

felicidad is happiness in Spanish.

(www.philstar.com)

NEWS FEATURE

Naming Philippine Typhoons

M
ANILA, Philippines - Years

from now, you would probably

tell your sons and daughters

how Ondoy tore houses down to pieces,

how Reming wiped out assets and proper-

ties, and how Yolanda took the lives of

thousands of people. Ever wonder why and

how these tropical storms are named?

Since 1963, the Philippine Atmos-

pheric, Geophysical and Astronomical

Services Administration (PAGASA) has

been assigning local storm names for

everything from a typhoon to a tropical de-

pression in the monitored area from 115E

to 135E and from 5N to 25N. PAGASA is

also the entity that raises public storm sig-

nal warnings as deemed necessary.

Despite the naming system used by

the World Meteorological Organization’s

Typhoon Committee, which uses num-

bers instead of names, Philippines’

weather bureau has continued their tradi-

tion of naming storms, following the

American practice. This is because it is

presumed that local names are easily re-

membered and noticed by the local is-

landers of the Philippines.

The names are arranged according to

the 19-letter local alphabet that starts

with A and ends in Y. The first tropical

cyclone of the season takes a name that

starts with A. Currently, the list  has 25

names plus 10 auxiliary names in case

more storms enter the country. Four

groups of names are listed to make sure

none is repeated over a four-year cycle.

Here is the list of names of the ty-

phoon that will land on the Philippine

territory this year. 

Agaton       Basyang       Caloy

Domeng     Ester            Florita

Glenda       Henry          Inday

Jose            Katring        Luis

Mario         Neneng        Ompong

Paeng         Queenie       Ruby

Seniang      Tomas          Usman

Venus         Waldo          Yayang

Zeny. (www.philstar.com)

by Alixandra Caole Vila

Tuesday, July 8, 2014
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PHILIPPINE NEWS

B
ATAC, Ilocos Norte—

Some dreams just

never die.

Imelda Marcos, the dicta-

tor’s widow who now repre-

sents Ilocos Norte province in

Congress, offered a toast on her

85th birthday on Wednesday as

she made plans for a triumphal

return to Malacañang.

Wearing a flowing red gown

and diamond rings, the self-de-

clared “poverty-stricken” Imelda

was serenaded by throngs of

supporters as she emerged from

her private chambers in the fam-

ily mansion in their northern

stronghold of Batac.

“My only wish is for God

to give me a little more strength

to prolong my life,” she told re-

porters who asked about her

cañang would be a great help”

in implementing her projects,

she said.

Symbol of excess

The flamboyant matriarch

became the symbol of excess

during the brutal 20-year

regime of her late husband,

who was also accused of loot-

ing state coffers and whose

martial law rule was marked by

human rights abuses.

While the rest of the coun-

try wallowed in poverty and

thousands of activists were

killed or went missing, Imelda

and her children enjoyed a jet-

setting lifestyle.

She amassed a jewelry col-

lection valued in the tens of

millions of dollars and acquired

hundreds of paintings by inter-

national masters like Monet

and Picasso.

The government conserva-

birthday wish.

She said she had seen “the

best, best, best and the worst,

worst, worst” in life, but in-

sisted she had no plans to ride

into the sunset just yet.

In the freewheeling often

rambling interview, however,

Imelda didn’t discuss her fragile

health. She was rushed to the

hospital last year for extreme fa-

tigue but later recovered.

“I still have a vision and

hope to bring more help to the

Filipino people,” she said.

She insisted that Ferdinand

Marcos Jr., her senator-son and

namesake of her late husband,

was “qualified” to contest the

presidency in May 2016 when

President Aquino, son of the

Marcoses’ top political foe,

ends his six-year term.

“(Returning to) Mala-

tively estimates the dictator

Marcos plundered government

coffers of about $10 billion.

The Edsa People Power

Revolution in 1986 forced Mar-

cos and his family into exile in

Hawaii, where the dictator died

three years later. As the people

stormed the abandoned presi-

dential palace, they discovered

Imelda’s 3,000 pairs of shoes

that came to symbolize the ex-

tent of her extravagance.

Imelda and her three chil-

dren were subsequently al-

lowed to return home, and have

since regained significant polit-

ical clout in the late dictator’s

northern home province of Ilo-

cos Norte.

Imelda won a second term

as congresswoman representing

Ilocos Norte last year, the same

year her son was elected sena-

tor. He has hinted at joining the

presidential race in 2016.

Her eldest daughter, Imee,

is the provincial governor.

(www.inquirer.net)

Dream on: Marcoses Out to Return
Home to Malacañang

Lawmakers to Scrutinize SC’s ‘Pork’ Anew

Albano said the SC deci-

sions declaring DAP and the

congressional Priority Devel-

opment Assistance Fund

(PDAF) as unconstitutional

should also apply to the judici-

ary fund.

“The JDF should also be

deemed as unconstitutional be-

cause it is a pork barrel. What

is sauce for the goose should be

sauce for the gander,” he said.

Albano pointed out the

JDF “is even worse than the

DAP and the PDAF.”

“The DAP and PDAF were

funds appropriated by the

elected representatives of the

people who, under the Consti-

tution, have the exclusive

power to determine the uses of

public funds. The judiciary

fund comes from taxpayers’

money, and yet, it does not pass

through Congress. The SC has

the exclusive say on it,” he

stressed.

Albano said he would in-

sist on a detailed examination

by the Commission on Audit

(COA) of JDF collections and

disbursements.

“The SC should not resist a

COA examination. All public

funds are subject to COA

audit,” he said.

Albano said he would ask

for the COA report on the JDF

before the proposed judiciary

budget is tackled during the

coming budget enactment

process.

President Aquino is ex-

pected to submit to Congress

the proposed 2015 budget on

July 29, a day after his fifth

State of the Nation Address.

Hearings would start toward

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - Congress-

men yesterday

vowed to scrutinize the multi-

billion-peso Judiciary Devel-

opment Fund (JDF), which

they labeled as the Supreme

Court’s pork barrel.

The lawmakers made the

promise two days after the high

court declared parts of the ad-

ministration’s Disbursement

Acceleration Program (DAP)

unconstitutional.

Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Al-

bano III said he would ask the

committee on appropriations of

the House of Representatives

to examine in detail the pro-

posed budget for the judiciary

and the JDF during the budget

deliberation process expected

to start next month.

“I myself will sit there to

ask questions about the JDF,

which is the Supreme Court’s

pork barrel. They have billions

in collections that are not au-

dited and which they can spend

the way they want to,” he said.

Albano recalled the House

nearly impeached former chief

justice Hilario Davide Jr. on al-

legations that his office mis-

used JDF collections.

by Jess Diaz

Friday, July 4, 2014

LEGAL AD

NOTICE OF SALE

OF ABANDONED

PROPERTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT, the follow-
ing individuals are IN-
DEBTED to ALII
STOR_MOR INC., @
2670 Kilihau St, Hon., HI
96819, for UNPAID
STORAGE FEES.  Items
which are stored @ ALII
STOR-MOR INC., facility
has been repossessed
and will be sold @ AUC-
TION on THURSDAY,
July 17, 2014 at 10:00
a.m.  Proceeds of sale
will offset the storage fees
owed & costs of sale.
The sale may be avoided
by paying the amount
owed no later than 4:30
pm WEDNESDAY, JULY
16, 2014.

NAMES AND AMOUNTS

OWED ARE AS 

FOLLOWS:

Suzuki Wayne,
$1,071.00.

Smith. Zelie, R. $948.16. 
Tavita. Mautu, $1,262.90. 
Calzo. Alexandre,

$564.16.
Laloulu. Fa'aope,

$1,304.20.
Dusek. Michael, $683.15. 
Marques, Brandon,

$570.40.
Billianor. Lucille. $575.60.  
Gannancial. Josephine,

$450.62.
Williams. Toney Ira,

$398.79.
Anderson. John, $514.53. 
Pimental. Tiffany,

$730.45.
Caraballo. Grizaida.

$464.44.
Ignacio. Felimon,

$399.44.  
Medina.Verly, $510.53. 
Enrique. Sun Serrae,

$666.42.
Villa Edward, $1,156.65.  
Walker, John, $516.12.  
Sylva.Faith M, $238.00. 
Wong. Kathleen, $264.18.  

The auction will be con-
ducted by management
@ ALII STOR-MOR INC.,
facility @ 2670 Kilihau St,
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819.
Telephone: 808-836-0135

the latter part of next month.

Eastern Samar Rep. Ben

Evardone, appropriations com-

mittee vice chairman, said he

would support Albano’s pro-

posal for a closer scrutiny of

the JDF.

“JDF collections have

reached at least P5 billion. The

funds are used for additional al-

lowances, vehicles, furniture

and similar luxuries. No won-

der SC justices are among the

highest-paid public officials,

getting as much as P5 million a

year,” he said.

Evardone said he would

like to find out if the Supreme

Court is complying with the

periodic reportorial require-

ment on the use of funds as

contained in the 2014 budget

law.

Ilocos Norte Rep. Rodolfo

Fariñas said aside from the

budget deliberation process,

the House could inquire into

the uses of the JDF by review-

ing the law creating the fund.

“The JDF was created and

institutionalized through a

presidential decree, which has

the force and effect of a law.

Being a law, Congress may re-

peal or amend it anytime. Con-

gress should now review it,” he

said. (www.philstar.com)

Agence France-Press

Thursday, July 3, 2014
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FEATURE

LEGAL GUIDE (from page 7,  FIVE THINGS...)

by Elizabeth Karmel | AP

minutes or so. “I take salt caps

(electrolyte pills) every hour,

depending on my sweat or heat

during the race.” He also

drinks a high protein and calo-

rie supplement every 9 or 10

miles. “You need complex car-

bohydrates or foods that help

you sustain and release energy

over time.”

Like everyone else in this

epic race, Tabios will also have

a crew. It will consist of his

wife, Donna, older brother,

Glen, who is flying in from the

Philippines, friend Kat

Bermudez and a registered

nurse. “My parents-in-law are

also coming here from the

Philippines to take care of our

two kids (at home in Queens),”

he says.

This is not just any other

run for Tabios. He is not just

putting on shoes and taking off

to pass Queensboro Bridge on

his way to his daily work on

Park Avenue. It will be his first

West Coast trip as well. And to

make this ambitious undertak-

ing a reality, his shoes may not

be the only items burning a

hole against the unbearable

heat, his pocket will as well.

Tabios is spending up-

wards of $3,000. He paid

nearly $1,000 for registration

and more than $2,000 for the

travel expenses, van rentals,

hotels and equipment, and

daily expenses. He is not even

in it for the prize, a belt buckle,

with no cash prize. He simply

wants to finish the world’s

toughest foot race. Is that too

much to ask for?

For more on the route,

click here http://www.badwa-

ter.com/route/index.html.

(www.inquirer.net)

EW YORK—

Five days a

week, Gerald

Tabios’ mode of

transportation to

work is the feet

he runs with.  It allows him to

be upright for a total of 40 to 50

miles a week, in stark contrast

to his daily work, 10 to 12

hours hunched in a car as the

professional chauffeur of a

wealthy Park Avenue socialite

for the past seven years.

Tabios takes both his work

and running seriously. Being a

chauffeur, he can’t talk for long

on the phone, excusing himself

all the time; while the only run-

ning he knows is the long and

epic variety. He has completed

24 marathons (four 100-milers,

two 48-hour), including 10

years of the New York City

Marathon.

He has also completed 26

ultramarathons in 12 states—

the longest of which was 143

miles.  He finished all these

races, but there’s nothing like

completing the toughest, most

demanding and extreme

footrace of all – the Badwater

135. Tabios was accepted

among 100 of the toughest ath-

letes: runners; tri-athletes; ad-

venture racers.

On July 21 to 23 then,

Tabios, 44, hopes to become

only the second Filipino to

“survive” Badwater 135 after

Benjamin Gaetos, 56, last year.

Tabios, a resident of Elmhurst,

Queens, for the past 13 years,

has come a long way from his

early days running in his beau-

function when running? Be-

cause he is not one to acces-

sorize (no iPods, only

sunglasses for sun protection),

Tabios says he thinks a lot

when running. “When I run,

it’s just me, my thoughts and

nature.”

He doesn’t think about

pain. “Your mind can plays

tricks on you. It tells you to

think of pain, so you will stop,

but pain could just be muscle

pain. Pain is all in the mind. I

know the difference between

pain and injury,” he says.

By running, the 5’8 ultra-

runner says he has become a

more patient person—healthier

even. From 177 pounds, he’s

down to 148 pounds.  He has

also chosen a charity, a dona-

tion site for the victims of Ty-

phoon Haiyan through

UNICEF.

“I believe this (Badwater

race) is of great importance as

well as a chance for me to col-

laborate with a charity,” he

says. The deadliest typhoon to

hit the Philippines killed over

6,000 people. 

N

tiful hometown of Malaybalay,

Bukidnon (elevation: 2,041

feet).

This time, Tabios will be

making three mountain ascents

of over 17,000 feet of cumula-

tive vertical rise (the previous

year’s ascent was 13,000 feet)

and 12,000 feet of cumulative

descent (previous year’s de-

scent was 4,700 feet), starting

from Lone Pine in California

and finishing at Mt. Whitney

Portal at 8,360 feet. This re-

portedly makes the 2014 route

significantly more challenging

than the previous years’ route.

The distance he needs to

cover will be the same: 135

miles. The weather: blister-

ingly hot, 129F (49C), possibly

even hotter as previous temper-

atures have reached 133F.

Tabios is up to the chal-

lenge. Recent runs this month

have been encouraging. He

won the ultramarathon at Lake

Waramaug in New Preston,

Connecticut. He also placed

10th in the Great New York

100 Mile-Times Square, where

he clocked in at 21:22:34.

Why he’s running

Why is he doing it?

“Because it’s there,” says

Tabios, borrowing the line

from British mountain climber

George Mallory, who said it

when asked why he wanted to

climb Mt. Everest in the 1920s.

People may think running

in these tough conditions is

crazy, but Tabios is fearless,

smiling as he says noncha-

lantly, “I love the challenge

and (going) the distance.”

So how does his mind

Visit https://www.crow-

drise.com/unicefphilippines/fu

ndraiser/geraldtabios

Training and diet

“Only training you need is

running,” he explains his phys-

ical conditioning.  On week-

ends when he’s not competing,

he runs 15 to 20 miles. To con-

dition his body for the elevated

temperatures at the foot race

location, he goes to the sauna.

He says he never runs on a

treadmill.

The night before he runs,

Tabios is going to eat the same

way he did in other races.

“Mainly carbohydrates, as I

stay away from fibers, if you

know what I mean.”

Pacing is important. To

survive this 48-hour race, he

must relax his legs, elevate or

oxidate his them for 10 min-

utes. “Yes, there will be a bath-

room break.”

In previous races, Tabios

would take GU gels every 45

By Dennis Clemente

Filipino Is Ready to Take on
World’s Toughest Foot Race

Gerald Tabios at Badwater 50, in Cape Fear, North Carolina, last
March. Photo by Donna tabioS

Bilecki and Tipon dis-

cussed the details of these

“Top 5 things” on “The Tipon

Report” radio program on

KNDI in Honolulu on July 3

which this writer co-hosts with

son Noel. Their private inves-

tigator is Kiamalu Consulting

& Investigations, headed by

Nathan Moores.

aTTY. TiPon has a Master of

Laws degree from Yale Law School

and a Bachelor of Laws degree from

the University of the Philippines. He

is originally from Laoag City and

Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. Atty. Tipon

specializes in immigration law and

criminal defense. He served as an

immigration officer and co-authored

“Immigration Law Service, 1st ed.,”

an 8-volume practice guide for im-

migration officers and lawyers. His

radio program airs Thursdays at

7:30 am on KNDI 1270 AM. He can

be reached via mail at: 900 Fort St.,

Suite 1110 (corner Merchant) Hon-

olulu, HI  96813, by telephone at

(808) 225-2645 or by e-mail: filam-

law@yahoo.com. For more on Atty.

Tipon, go online to: www.Mili-

taryandCriminalLaw.com. This arti-

cle is a general overview of the

subject matter discussed and is not

intended as legal advice.
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LEGAL NOTES

By Reuben S. Seguritan

laws providing driver’s li-

cense to the undocumented,

namely, California, Washing-

ton state, New Mexico, Utah,

Illinois, Nevada, Maryland,

Oregon, Vermont, Connecti-

cut and Colorado. 

In addition, more states

are allowing undocumented

immigrants to pay in-state tu-

ition rates. California and

Texas enacted the legislation

way back in 2001. Today,

eighteen states have enacted

laws extending in-state tuition

rates to the undocumented. 

Meanwhile, Senator Gus-

tavo Rivera (D-New York)

also introduced a bill that

would grant citizenship to

New York’s undocumented

immigrants who can establish

that they live in the State and

paid taxes for the last three

years. The bill did not make it

in New York’s legislative ses-

sion, however, according to

Senator Rivera, it could serve

as a model for other state leg-

islators.

House Republicans agree

that the immigration system is

broken and needs fixing; how-

ever, they refuse to offer a per-

manent legislative fix. States

have already acted. With the

President stepping in, it is ex-

pected that a solution to immi-

gration may well be underway.

reuBen s. seguriTan has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

ne year after the

Senate passed

the comprehen-

sive immigration

reform bill, the

chances of im-

migration reform in Congress,

according to immigrant rights

activists, has slipped from slim

to zero. The slow demise of

immigration reform in what

seemed to be the best time for

it in three decades is owed to

the staunch opposition of

House Republicans.

When the 2013 legislative

year ended, House Speaker

John A. Boehner of Ohio said

that immigration was top pri-

ority in 2014. The GOP even

released their blueprint for im-

migration reform in January

which adopted a step-by-step

approach and conditioned the

legal status being offered to

the undocumented on border

Cantor’s loss in his Republi-

can primary election.

The unrelenting stance of

House Republicans has led

some immigration rights ad-

vocates to believe that a shift

in control of the House from

Republicans to Democrats

while holding the Senate and

the White House, would be the

only solution. According to

the executive director of

America’s Voice Frank Sharry,

“Our biggest mistake was that

we believed Republicans

wanted to change course after

the 2012 election. I don’t be-

lieve we will make that mis-

take again.”

President Obama, on his

part, has become fed up with

the GOP’s inaction and an-

nounced that the time has

come for him to act on immi-

gration. The President who

earlier postponed releasing the

results of the Department of

Homeland Security Secretary

Jeh Johnson’s review of the

deportation policies said that

O

security and interior enforce-

ment. However, Speaker

Boehner later on backpedalled

and said that they simply did

not trust the President to en-

force border security laws.

Despite the growing sup-

port and the intensified pres-

sure for immigration reform,

House Republicans refused to

vote on an immigration bill.

Speaker Boehner said that he

won’t bring the Senate’s im-

migration reform bill up for a

vote in his chamber. Mean-

time, the House would not go

forward with its own version

of the bill.

House Republicans have

seemed to be coming up with

new excuses not to support

immigration reform, from the

Affordable Care Act letdown

to the most recent surge of

young children illegally cross-

ing the southwestern border.

Fear from losing conservative

votes come midterm election

year weighed in even more

with Majority Leader Eric

the review will be completed

soon. The President said, “If

Congress won’t do their job,

at least we can do ours.”

Meanwhile, many states

are initiating their own solu-

tions for the undocumented.

According to Frank Sharry, “A

number of states are stepping

into the vacuum saying let’s

do what we can to make life

more bearable for the immi-

grants living in our communi-

ties.”

Recently the New York

City Council approved the use

of municipal identification

cards which will allow undoc-

umented immigrants in the

city to open bank accounts,

sign apartment leases and gain

access to services which re-

quire photo ID. With this leg-

islation, New York joins Los

Angeles, San Francisco, and

New Haven, Connecticut,

with large immigrant popula-

tions which have established

municipal ID programs.

Also, immigrant groups

have been pushing earlier this

year to allow undocumented

immigrants to obtain driver’s

license in New York; however,

Governor Cuomo said that it

might not happen this year. It

has been reported though that

bills to change New York’s

policy have been introduced

in the Assembly and the Sen-

ate. At present, there are

eleven states that have enacted

Time for President Obama to
Act on Immigration

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Vigan Among 21 Finalists in 
New 7 Wonder Cities Race

V
IGAN, Philippines—

Residents and neti-

zens in this Ilocos Sur

capital woke up to the news

that the country’s only heritage

city made it to the list of 21 fi-

nalists in the new Seven Won-

der Cities of the World race.

But they knew that the

campaign to push Vigan to the

finish line had just started as

the fresh round of voting starts

on Monday and ends on Oct. 7.

“This is not the end of the

road. We’ve only just Vigan (a

play on the song, ‘We’ve only

just begun’),” read a Facebook

post on Vigan’s web page.

More boost needed 

Vigan made it to the

penultimate round in the

search and needs a further

boost over the next three

the world’s man-made and

natural heritage sites.

The foundation was be-

hind the campaign that named

Palawan’s Underground River

in Puerto Princesa City as one

of the world’s New7Wonders

of Nature in 2011.

The United Nations Edu-

cational, Scientific and Cul-

tural Organization (Unesco)

has placed Vigan in the World

Heritage list in 1999, citing the

city for its “best practice in

sustainable conservation and

management of world heritage

properties.”

Vigan tourism officer

Edgar de la Cruz said the city

government is preparing to ex-

pand the campaign as it pre-

pares for the next round of

voting.

Bigger platform 

“Vigan will now bring the

months to advance to the final

round of voting.

O r g a n i z e r s  o f  t h e

New7Wonders Cities cam-

paign earlier observed that

Vigan, a trading port long be-

fore the conquering Spaniards

arrived in the late 16th cen-

tury, had been losing steam but

got a second wind in the run-

up to the July 7 cut-off.

Vigan City Mayor Eva

Marie Medina, who was out of

the country when the list was

released, sent a text message

to city employees thanking

Bigueños and Filipinos around

the world for helping Vigan’s

bid.

Vigan, known for its

Spanish-era mansions, cobble-

stone streets and culture, is the

lone Philippine candidate in

the global competition initi-

ated by the Swiss nonprofit

New7Wonders Foundation.

The contest aims to preserve (continued on page 15)

by Leoncio Balbin Jr.

Wednesday, July 9, 2014
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MAINLAND NEWS

V
A N D E N B E R G

(AFB), California –

After the failure of

their first attempt to launch an

orbiting carbon observation

laboratory, NASA scientists

led by project manager Dr.

Ralph Basilio were ecstatic at

the flawless launch of their

second attempt on July 1.

“I am happy to report that

from the initial health check

perspective of the observatory,

that we do have indeed a

healthy observatory,” said Fil-

iipino American astrophysicist

Basilio, the project manager of

the Orbiting Carbon Observa-

tory-2 (OCO-2) of NASA’s Jet

Propulsion Laboratory (JPL).

The OCO-2 spacecraft is

NASA’s first science satellite

meant to study where carbon

dioxide is moving into and out

of the atmosphere.

Carbon dioxide is the pri-

mary greenhouse gas emitted

through human activities, ac-

cording to the US Environ-

mental Protection Agency.

Since it is dedicated to

studying carbon dioxide, the

spacecraft “is of “critical im-

portance to the scientists who

are trying to understand the

impact of humans on global

change,” said Betsy Edwards,

program executive at NASA

Headquarters in Washington

during the pre-launch news

conference, according to

Reuters.

“Roughly half of the car-

bon is re-absorbed by forests

and the ocean, a process that is

not well understood,” the re-

port added.

“Understanding the details

of those processes will give us

some insight into the future

and what’s likely to happen

over the next decades, even if

we continue to consume more

and more fossil fuels and emit

more and more carbon dioxide

into the atmosphere,” atmos-

pheric scientist Michael Gun-

son of NASA’s JPL told

Reuters and other media dur-

ing the pre-launch news con-

ference.

Basilio said that the obser-

vatory separated from the

launch vehicle’s second stage

around 56 minutes after it

blasted off from Vandenberg

Air Force Base in California

on Wednesday. The OCO-2 is

already on an “initial 426-mile

(690-kilometer) orbit”, accord-

ing to a JPL report.

The second stage is the

part of the vehicle that brings

the payload (in this case, the

observatory) into orbit after

the first stage successfully

propels it upward into space.

The first stage — usually

the largest part of the rocket

— falls off after its propel-

lants are exhausted. That’s

when the second stage’s en-

gine is ignited. Once the sec-

ond stage successfully brings

the payload into orbit, it also

falls off.

“We got great (real-time)

film footage from a forward-

facing camera on the launch

vehicle’s second stage. We

saw the observatory separating

and basically moving towards

the sun,” Basilio added.

The team also established

two-way communication

(both ground- and space-

borne) with NASA’s Tracking

and Data Relay Satellite

(TDRS) system composed of

nine satellites meant to pro-

vide “near continuous infor-

mation relay” to service

missions such as the Hubble

Space Telescope and the Inter-

national Space Station; and the

Alaska Satellite Facility,

which makes remote-sensing

data available to users glob-

ally.

“We’re now on our way to

completing the rest of our

spacecraft check out process.

We’d like to be able to do that

in the next week or two so that

we can begin moving the ob-

servatory into its operational

orbit,” Basilio said.

This means that OCO-2

will soon be part of a “forma-

tion of earth-observing satel-

lites that’s operating in space

right now,” called the After-

noon Constellation or the A-

Train.

Basilio is the recipient of

two NASA Exceptional

Achievement Medals — one

for leading the CloudSat

spacecraft development effort

and the other for leading the

Deep Space 1 in-flight tech-

nology validation work.

He has also has received a

NASA Space Act Award for

design and development of the

Mars Pathfinder ground sup-

port equipment, and more than

a dozen NASA Group

Achievement Awards on these

and other unmanned space

missions.

Basilio earned his Doctor

of Philosophy degree in aero-

space engineering from the

University of Southern Cali-

fornia. He also earned a Mas-

ter of Science degree in

aerospace engineering (with

an emphasis on astronautics)

also from the University of

Southern California, a Bache-

lor of Science degree in aero-

space engineering from the

California State Polytechnic

University, Pomona, and is a

graduate of the Engineering

Management Program at the

California Institute of Tech-

nology. (www.inquirer.net)

Gov't Issues Level 3
Alert for Filipinos in
Afghanistan

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines (Xinhua) -

The government

issued today a level-3 alert, or

voluntary repatriation, for Fil-

ipinos in Afghanistan due to

heightened tensions in that

country, the Department of

Foreign Affairs (DFA) said.

"With this announcement,

Filipinos in Afghanistan are

strongly encouraged to volun-

teer to return to the Philip-

pines," the statement said.

Tensions in Afghanistan

have increased following the

conduct of the presidential

elections there on June 14.

The DFA called on an es-

timated 4,000 Filipinos there

to return home due to security

risks.

The DFA said the Philip-

pine government maintains a

total ban on the deployment

of Filipino workers to

Afghanistan and it continues

to monitor the political and

security developments there.

(www.philstar.com)

GLOBAL NEWS

Fil-Am Scientist Leads Launch of NASA’s First Carbon
Observation Space Lab

Dr. Ralph Basilio
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FILIPInO nurSeS OF HAWAII (FnOH) 41ST AnnuAL
exCeLLenCe In nurSInG reCOGnITIOn & AWArDS
● SATurDAY ● July 19, 2014 ● Hilton Hawaiian Coral

Ballroom 4 & 5 | 6:00 PM ● Contact Luane Long @ 754-0594

InDuCTIOn OF OFFICerS OF CIrCuLO
KAPAMPAnGAn ● SATurDAY ● September 12, 2014

● Halekoa Hotel | 6:00 PM ● Contact Arturo Luna @ 233-8498

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOr SALe
VALLeY OF THe TeMPLe HOLY CrOSS
SeCTIOn B 3 plots $2,500 each.

Call Kanani @ 699-5154

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

GLOBAL NEWS

L
OS ANGELES – The

first Filipino astronaut,

Chino Roque, has said

he would bring with him two

items on a space flight sched-

uled next year: a rosary and the

Philippine flag.

A third item, if allowed,

would be a family photo, said

Roque, who was honored at a

family reunion held at a church

hall in Torrance Saturday, July

5 (Sunday in Manila).

“I am proud of my pa-

mangkin [nephew],” said Car-

son Mayor Pro Tempore Elito

Santarina, one of the more than

200 maternal relatives of

roots in Bulacan and Nueva

Ecija.

The 23-year-old crossfit

trainer is one of 22 people from

around the world who will fly

in space – and the first Filipino

to do so – aboard a suborbital

Lynx space plane built by the

US company XCOR Aero-

space.

The psychology graduate of

De La Salle University won the

lone slot for the Philippines after

a series of grueling physical and

mental challenges at the AXE

Apollo Space Academy

(AASA), a global contest that

promised to send 22 winners to

the edge of space and back

aboard the private spaceship.

Roque who attended the

M a n i q u i s  ( a l s o  s p e l l e d

Maniquiz) clan reunion.

Santarina handed Roque

two plaques of recognition –

one from the City of Carson

and another from the clan,

whose members trace their

More than

100 candidates

from 60 coun-

tries took part

in the Florida

camp, compet-

ing for the 22 slots on the

flight.

Roque told the Philippine

Daily Inquirer he planned to

visit the XCOR space port in

the Mojave Desert, a possible

launch site. Mojave in Califor-

nia is the American epicenter of

private spacecraft development

and XCOR Aerospace is based

in Mojave.

At the family reunion,

PH Astronaut Chino Roque to Bring
Rosary, Flag, Family Photo to Space in
2015

Roque autographed copies of

his photo with legendary astro-

naut and AASA Space Camp

judging committee chairman

Buzz Aldrin who selected

Roque and the 21 other aspir-

ing astronauts.

Aldrin became the second

person ever to walk on the

moon during NASA’s 1969

Apollo 11 mission. (www.in-

quirer.net)

campaign to a bigger platform.

We will make Vigan’s pres-

ence felt on the national

stage,” he said in a phone in-

terview.

He said campaign materi-

als like tarpaulins will be

posted on major roads like

Edsa in Metro Manila to gen-

erate more support. He said

the Metropolitan Manila De-

v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y

(MMDA) has allowed Vigan

to use the MMDA billboards

for its campaign.

The Department of Trans-

portation and Communica-

tions (DOTC) has also

approved the placement of

promotional materials in all

airports and seaports nation-

wide, he said.

Vigan has tapped social

media networks to promote its

campaign. It has also courted

the support of private and gov-

ernment media to ask Filipinos

around the world to vote for

Vigan.

“We are counting on the

support of all Filipinos here

and around the world,”� De la

Cruz said.

How to vote 

The New7Wonders Foun-

The code for Vigan is

“28,” mainly because it was

last in the alphabetically

arranged list of finalists in the

previous round.

The roster of 21 finalists

will be further reduced to 14

for the final round, which will

be announced on Oct. 7. The

winning seven cities will be

named on Dec. 17.

The other cities on the Top

21 list are Bangkok,

Barcelona, Beirut, Chicago,

Doha, Durban, Havana, Istan-

bul, Kuala Lumpur, La Paz,

London, Mendoza, Mexico

City, Mumbai, Perth, Quito,

Reykjavik, Saint Petersburg,

S e o u l  a n d  S h e n z h e n .

(www.philstar.com)

dation has made available var-

ious channels that allow sup-

porters to rally more votes for

their bets.

Aside from using the

g r o u p ’ s  w e b s i t e

(www.new7wonders.com),

votes may be cast through mo-

bile applications for Apple and

Android devices.

Voting may also be done

through text messaging as well

as dedicated international tele-

phone lines.

The Switzerland-based

foundation has also enabled in-

ternational phone voting using

the following numbers—

+ 8 8 1 8 2 1 6 1 1 9 9 0 ;

+ 8 8 1 9 2 1 6 1 1 9 9 0 ;

+ 3 4 9 0 2 7 3 5 4 7 1 ;

+ 4 4 7 5 8 9 9 7 5 2 0 1 ;

+ 4 4 7 5 5 9 1 2 1 0 2 3 ;  a n d

+447559583500.

“Anyone with a phone—

mobile or landline—anywhere

in the world, can call one of

our dedicated phone lines and

vote for their one chosen city,”

New7Wonders director Jean-

Paul de la Fuente said in a

statement.

To vote by phone, callers

need to put in a code—after lis-

tening to a short message—for

the city they are supporting.
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