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FROM THE PUBLISHER

EDITORIALS

Kim’s Loss Deals Blow
to Filipino Community

T

he Filipino community will have to keep on waiting until one of its own is elected to Congress. Filipinos have served in nearly every elected office
in government, except for the hallowed halls of
Congress. Its best hope in this election was State
Senator Donna Mercado Kim, who unfortunately
came up short in her bid for Hawaii’s 1st Congressional District
seat against State Representative Mark Takai in the Democratic
Primary. Two other Filipino congressional candidates—State
Senator Will Espero and City Councilman Joey Manahan finished fifth and sixth, respectively.
Early on, Kim surged to an early double-digit lead in the
polls only to see Takai close the gap in the final days leading
up to the election. Both campaigns were well-run but at first
blush, it appeared that Kim would hold the upper hand, given
her name recognition, position as State Senate president and
larger constituency base. Those in the know say Kim, a season
politician, is the type who gets things done for her constituents
and isn’t afraid to ask the tough questions. Takai, to his credit,
did pick up several key endorsements and touted his military
service as a lieutenant colonel in the Hawaii National Guard.
What was surprising to most observers was Takai’s margin of
victory over Kim—45 percent to 29 percent. The larger-thanexpected margin of victory could point to one crucial factor—
low voter turnout among Kim’s Filipino constituency. Did
Filipino voters drop the ball, so to speak? We may never know,
since the State Office of Elections does not keep tabs on voter
turnout by ethnicity.
One thing is for certain—leaders in the Filipino community
will look back at this election and bemoan the fact that this congressional seat formerly held by Colleen Hanabusa was ripe for
the picking, if only more Filipinos had come out to vote. It may
take several elections until another viable candidate of Filipino
ancestry for Congress emerges. They say opportunity knocks
only once and for Hawaii’s Filipino community, it may be quite
some time before she knocks again.

West Oahu Long Overdue For New School
burgeoning population in West Oahu and Ewa have
led to severely-overcrowded conditions at area
schools, particularly at James Campbell High
School. The Ewa plain is the fastest growing area
on Oahu. At Campbell, enrollment for the 20132014 school year was 2,821 or roughly 1,000 more
students than its facilities were meant to accommodate. The ideal enrollment for a high school of Campbell’s size
(38 acres) is no more than 1,600 students, according to State
Board of Education policy.
Education officials mulled over the possibility of allowing
Campbell students to attend nearby Kapolei and even Waipahu
high schools, but those campuses are also bursting at the seams
and unable to accommodate more students. For the short term,
the State completed construction of a new 8-classroom building
at Campbell in March 2012 at a cost of $6 million but it barely
made a dent in terms of alleviating space shortage. The state is
looking at the possibility of constructing another high school
and is expected to begin studying the costs and impacts. About
$8 million was appropriated by the Legislature for planning but
the funds have yet to be released by the governor. The total cost
for East Kapolei High School would be upwards of $125 million.

A

F

or those who commute daily
into town, the start of another
school year at the University
of Hawaii means one thing—
increased traffic. Fortunately,
the State Department of
Transportation recently completed its
year-long project to widen Moanalua
Freeway. The early returns from having an additional lane
have been positive so far. Town-bound motorists who leave
home early enough are finding their commute to be much
smoother than in years past, particularly when reaching the
highly-congested Middle Street merge area. Let’s just hope
it stays that way.
To mark the start of the new school year, we have for
you in this issue a special 12-page Back-to-School supplement which is chock full of useful tips and inspirational reminders from young Filipino students that are sure to help
you have a more successful year. Filipino families typically
place a high value on education, so we hope that you will
find this issue to be informative and worth reading.
Our cover story, written by none other than Dr. Lindy
Aquino, analyzes the outcome of the recent Primary Election. It was a most unusual election, particularly with the
stunning defeat of Gov. Neil Abercrombie to opponent
David Ige and with the effects of Mother Nature in the form
of Hurricane Iselle. Abercrombie holds the dubious distinction as the first and only incumbent governor to lose re-election in Hawaii history. The race for Congressional District
1 was also a bit disappointing for the Filipino community
as Sen. Donna Mercado Kim lost to Rep. Mark Takai. For
more on Dr. Aquino’s expert analysis and the election results for other Filipino candidates, please turn to page 4 for
her story entitled “Primary 2014: An Election Unlike Any
Other.”
Lastly, with 2014 being a busier than normal hurricane
season, it is important that we continue to remain vigilant.
We urge you to consider attending the 4th Annual Ewa
Beach Emergency Preparedness Fair on September 6th at
Ewa Makai Middle School from 9 am to 1 pm. The event
will provide useful tips on how to better prepare for storms,
natural disasters and other emergencies.
That’s all for now. Best wishes to our hard-working students for a successful school year. And as always, thank you
for reading and faithfully supporting the Hawaii Filipino
Chronicle.
Until next time…aloha and mabuhay!
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In the interim, officials at Campbell have no choice but to
add more portable classrooms to the already severely-overcrowded campus. Administrators worry that overcrowding has
created challenges for Campbell’s teachers and hurting overall
student achievement. The situation is compounded by a lack of
air conditioning in classrooms. Still, the school has managed to
make do. Nearly half of its students enroll in college prep or
honors courses and test scores are on par with schools in wealthier communities.
Building a new public high and middle school is a lengthy
process that could take 10 years at the very minimum, considering all of the environmental review process, community meetings and other requirements. With the recently-approved Koa
Ridge development and the pending Hoopili housing project,
there will be tens of thousands students looking to enroll at
nearby schools, so it would behoove state officials to get the
ball rolling. The sooner the better.
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OPINION

abercrombie lost, But He Will Be remembered
By Edwin Quinabo

I

n the short term,
the people of
Hawaii will be
talking about the
near 2-to-1 beat
down that Gov.
Neil Abercrombie was dealt in
the 2014 primary election, and
that he made history by becoming the only gubernatorial
incumbent ever to lose in a primary election.
But Gov. Abercrombie can
hold his head up high because
in the long term, he will be remembered as the governor
who sided on the right side of
history by his support of and
signing into law the most important piece of civil rights
legislation in decades, the
right for same sex couples to
marry. And that accomplishment is real history making
that students will be reading
about for generations.
Contrary to what some

conservative analysts who
would like Hawaii voters to
believe Gov. Abercrombie's
support of same sex marriage
was a major deciding factor
leading to his lost, it was not,
and at best a minor part. If
that were the case, Sen. Donna
Mercado Kim, who voted
against the same-sex marriage
bill, would have trounced
same-sex marriage supporter
Mark Takai. But she didn't.
This could be said of numerous other candidates who supported this issue and still
managed to come out on top
in this primary. So conservatives hoping to capitalize on
this issue leading into the general election really ought to
think twice before doing so.
Going into his first term,
Abercrombie didn't carry
with him a ton of baggage
and IOUs because his opponent back then, Mufi Hannemann, received the lion's
share of organized union en-

dorsements in that 2010 governor's race. This perhaps
gave Abercrombie the political bravery to do the necessary steps in keeping down,
and in some cases, cutting the
state's budget where he found
fit. So while the state was
able to make an economic rebound during his four-year
term, and to add, during
Hawaii and the nation's deepest modern recession, this accomplishment just wasn't
good enough for the organized union establishment, particularly the powerful Hawaii
State Teachers Association.
For each unpopular cut, that
ultimately translated to votes
against Abercrombie. What's
disappointing is the general
public who were spared from
increased taxes because of
cuts did not show their appreciation at the polls.
Aside from budgetary
cuts, and perhaps the most
damaging to Abercrombie's

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Philippine Consulate to Update
Database of Filipino Organizations

T

he Philippine Consulate
General in Honolulu is
currently updating its
database of Filipino community organizations and associations in Hawaii for the
purposes of networking and
dissemination of vital information for disaster response and

community awareness.
“We intend to do this updating annually, so we would
highly appreciate your assistance and cooperation in this
endeavor,” says Consul General Gina A. Jamoralin.
Filipino community organizations are requested to

submit the registration forms
by September 30, 2014. To obtain a copy, contact the Consulate at 595-6316. Completed
forms can be faxed to 5952581 or mailed to the Philippine Consulate at: 2433 Pali
Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii
96817.

PICTORIAL NEWS

Historical reunion—Burgosinians of Ilocos Sur from the U.S. and around the world
gathered for the First Burgosinians Global Reunion held in Las Vegas from July 11-13, 2014.
Attendees included Ilocos Sur Gov. Ryan Luis Singson and his wife Patricia. The theme for
the reunion was “Panagiinniliw (Nostalgia), Panagtitimpuyog (Togetherness), Panagkakapya
(Peace) and Panagraragsak (Celebration ).”

reelection is his proposed pension tax. In 2011, to help reduce a projected state budget
deficit, Abercrombie not only
proposed to tax pensions, but
do away with the state's
Medicare Part B reimbursements for retired public workers and their spouses. Both of
these proposals which were
rejected by seniors came back
to haunt Abercrombie.
So early on at this point in
his first term, Abercrombie already had managed to upset
two major groups formerly
loyal to him, educators and
seniors.
What hit the head of the
last nail to seal Abercrombie's
political fate was his support
of developers through his
Hawaii Community Development Authority that continues
to facilitate unbridled growth
in Kakaako, at a alarming rate
that has many Hawaii residents upset, especially environmentalists, which happen

to be yet another one of the
groups formerly loyal to Abercrombie. Abercrombie and
HCDA's green-light to practically anything developers
want in Kakaako has also
alienated him from some of
his closest political allies, including former Gov. Ben
Cayetano, who helped to support David Ige.
There's no question Abercrombie burned several
bridges in the course of his
first-term as governor. At the
same time, the general public
should be aware that he was
an effective governor, particularly in helping to lift the state
out of the recession and by
signing into law major pieces
of legislation, including the
same sex marriage bill and the
minimum wage bill. For those
reasons, many sectors of our
community owe this outgoing
governor a big mahalo for his
service to the people of
Hawaii.
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Primary 2014: an ElEction
UnlikE any othEr
By Belinda A. Aquino, Ph.D.

S

tormy weather. A historic upset. A heartbreaker. Big
money. Senior discontent. Media overkill. Low
voter turnout as usual.
These were some of the major features of the recently-concluded Primary Election on August 9.
The results of several hard-fought races were to be unveiled
on the evening of a full moon—usually a good omen for humanity, signifying joy, wholeness and maturation, as urban
legend would have it.
Instead, two menacing hurricanes threatened both the natural and political landscape.
Iselle, which would come first,
not only wrecked the physical
environment but also prevented
many Big Island residents from
casting their precious votes that
day. But more about that later.

David vs. Goliath
One of the more anticipated races of the campaign
season was the gubernatorial
election between incumbent
Gov. Neil Abercrombie and
State Sen. David Ige. It was
billed as the “David and Goliath” contest with Ige, also
named David, not exactly a political heavyweight, pitted
against Goliath Abercrombie
with a humungous war chest
and 40 years of political experience to boot.
Abercrombie, who held the
advantages of an incumbent,
piled up a formidable campaign fund of nearly $5 million, mostly via contributions
from mainland and outside
sources promoting a “Third
City” in the Kakaako waterfront area. Ige managed to raise
only half a million, mainly
from small donations.
Nowhere, remarked the
Honolulu Star-Advertiser in an
editorial, has the land-power
link become more evident in
recent years than in the redevelopment of Kakaako. An
analysis by journalist Rob
Perez had connected the dots
between “entities in the development industries and Gov.
Neil Abercrombie.”

Once a vocal opponent of
the Kakaako planning authority, the governor became the
champion of the Kakaako
agenda comprising of high rise
condominiums, commercial
enterprises and other forms of
waterfront development. Environmentalists criticized the
governor’s “caving in to the
greed of capitalists and big developers.”
Critics and even former allies of the governor, such as
former Gov. Ben Cayetano,
began to doubt Abercrombie’s
earlier idealism and commitment to the values of equality
and social justice. The young
Abercrombie was the darling
of the anti-Establishment as a
feisty, long-haired, anti-war activist and champion of the oppressed during the 1960s. Now
it seemed Abercrombie had become the Establishment himself, so his critics chimed.
But a big surprise came
after the first poll of the season
in February, which showed Ige
behind by only 9 points behind
Abercrombie. The most surprised was probably Ige himself, who had very little name
recognition.
Meanwhile, U.S. Supreme
Court rulings expanded the
ability of corporations and
super-PACs to contribute unlimited funds to the candidates
of their choosing. This meant
the governor would even have
more money than before for his
campaign.
But Ige, to everyone’s surprise, gained momentum during
the last six weeks before the Pri-

mary. His main focus was
“walking the grassroots” to personally meet with voters. That
was the only way since he didn’t
have any money. He began to
attract the attention of community leaders and former public
officials. Ige reminded them of
a “young George Ariyoshi” who
was “quiet and effective.”
A second poll taken by the
Star Advertiser in July dropped
a bombshell on Abercrombie.
Ige surged ahead by 18 percent,
with 11 percent undecided. Ige
became a household name and
an overnight sensation.
Among traditional Democrats, Ige pulled ahead, 50-41
percent. He did even better in
union households, 58-34 percent. And most of all, Abercrombie’s favorable ratings
among traditional Democrats
and union households were
below 50 percent, at 48 percent
and 34 percent, respectively.
Early in Abercrombie’s
term as governor, his favorable
rating at one point dropped to
only 30 percent, which was
considered one of the lowest in
U.S. history thus far for a sitting governor.
What happened? A seismic
shift had occurred—the kind
that you don’t often see, but
there were some telling findings. The most interesting was
that 46 percent of those who
were polled chose Ige not for
love of Ige per se, but because
they didn’t like Abercrombie.
The poll was therefore more of
a reflection of Abercrombie’s
unpopularity than Ige’s impact.
Though voters’ preferences

Hawaii State Sen. David Ige, left along with hi wife Dawn Ige, right,
wave to their supporters after arriving at his campaign headquarters
Saturday, Aug. 9, 2014, in Honolulu. (aP Photo/eugene tanner) the associated Press

may be colored by a particular
candidate’s negatives like “unpopularity,” the degree to
which this criterion applied to
the poll mentioned above is
simply astounding.
Abercrombie was clearly
in trouble and at that late date,
it might be close to impossible
to recover. Still, his campaign
said the race was “winnable.”

Fallen Warrior
Even more jaw-dropping
were the results of the Primary
itself. It was a “WIPE-OUT,”
according to the headlines. Of
the entire 51 districts in the
state, Ige won a whopping 49,
against a pathetic 2 by Abercrombie, both on Maui County
where he led in Lahaina by a
paltry 79 votes and in South
Maui where he won by 386
votes.
Ironically, this was a repeat
of the last gubernatorial race in
2010 when Abercrombie won
by a landslide over his opponent Mufi Hannemann, who
won only one district in the entire state. This time Abercrombie was on the other side of the
equation against a relatively
unknown Ige.
The most impressive statistical victory for Ige was sweeping the entire island of Oahu
and all 35 of its districts. He
had astonishing margins in his

home district of Pearl City and
neighboring communities
where he trounced Abercrombie by 8,755 votes.
Even in high density districts with mostly Caucasian
voters such as Aina Haina and
Kahala, Ige collected a 3,230
majority over Abercrombie.
Contributing to Abercrombie’s humiliating defeat was
losing his own home district of
Manoa-Punahou-Moiliili by
2,623 votes. It was nothing
short of incredible as one
would have thought the governor could have at least made a
decent showing in a district that
was his home base for 40 years
of his political life.
All told, in Ige’s stronghold
districts, he won by as much as
80 percent to 19 percent over
the incumbent governor. Abercrombie’s wholesale defeat
was a “first” in Hawaii’s political history since statehood. He
is the only incumbent governor
in the state’s history to be defeated in a Primary.
The pundits, critics, columnists and people on the street
all have their takes on Abercrombie’s inglorious defeat at
the tail end of his lengthy career. This will be talked about
for years and maybe even
decades in the annals of Hawaii
politics. It was not only a his(continued on page 5)
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toric but phenomenal defeat of
an incumbent

Down to the Wire
The spirited duel between
Brian Schatz and Colleen
Hanabusa for the unexpired
term of the late U.S. Sen. Dan
Inouye through 2016 was even
more dramatic than the gubernatorial race.
If Abercrombie lost by a
mile, Hanabusa lost by an inch
right down to the wire. Whoever said “every vote counts”
could have been referring to the
Schatz-Hanabusa battle, which
was full of twists and turns and
punctuated by bad weather.
Iselle struck the Big Island,
toppling trees by the thousands
and blocking roadways.
At the end of the statewide
counting of the votes (minus
those two Puna districts which
could not vote and some 800
absentee votes on Maui as it
turned out), Hanabusa trailed
Schatz by 1,635 votes.
The fearless Hanabusa was
still hopeful, understandably.
The razor thin margin, which
was less than one percent, was
like a tiny blip on the computer.
In sports, there’s a saying “It
isn’t over until it’s over.” It
should have been so in
Hanabusa’s case had Mother
Nature and ensuing circumstances cooperated.
Instead of the 2l-day window provided by the make-up
balloting by mail as originally
planned, Chief Elections Officer Scott Nago decided that it
would be more expedient to
hold the make-up balloting by
a walk-in vote on August 15,
just four working days after the
failed August 9 Primary for
thousands of voters in Puna
and other parts of the Big Island who could not get out of
their homes due to the fallen
trees blocking their roads. Even
if they could, their time was
better spent securing food,
water and other necessities.
Telephones were also disconnected so they could not possibly receive notices of the
impending election in just a
few days because there was no
mail service either.
Hanabusa challenged the
decision before a Circuit Court
in Hilo on grounds that voters in
storm-damaged Puna and other

areas would be deprived of their
constitutional right to vote if the
decision was implemented.
She added: “There’s really
no other reason to pick this
date..... The question is, why
would they rush the situation
when people are still trying to
regain fundamental things like
power?”
Unfortunately for
Hanabusa, the court denied her
request for a temporary restraining order (TRO) to halt
the walk-in election because of
lack of jurisdiction. The judge
ruled that the court does not
have the authority to intervene
in an ongoing election even if
it were unconstitutional, citing
a 1964 precedent to support his
decision. The attorney on the
other side also argued that
Hanabusa was not a registered
voter in Puna and had no standing to request the TRO.
Hanabusa hoped that if the
turnout in a deferred election
would at least be 40 percent, she
might have a fighting chance to
overcome the deficit and eke
out several hundred votes to add
to her overall total. That 40 percent turnout could mean at least
3,800 votes, assuming they all
turn out to vote. Based on this
assumption, Hanabusa would
have to take 62 percent of the
total vote to erase the deficit and
hope for a slim victory.
It was not to be because of
the low 20 percent turnout of
disenfranchised voters in the
make-up balloting on August
15. The average Primary
turnout in Hawaii is 40 percent
but that’s in an ordinary election unhampered by physical
impediments. So it was unrealistic to expect a heavy turnout
given the disaster that befell the
Big Island on August 9.
In hindsight, what really
hurt Hanabusa were the Oahu
results. Actually, she won 20
out of the 35 districts on Oahu
and Schatz 15. The difference
is attributable to low turnout of
her supporters in the districts in
which she had a strong base—
the so-called “Heartland of
Oahu” down to the Leeward
coast—places like Kalihi,
Moanalua, Halawa, Aiea, Pearl
City, Ewa Beach, Makakilo,
Wahiawa, Mililani and Waianae. She won over Schatz in
that whole territory but only by
small margins.

Sen. Brian Schatz

Her biggest margins were
in Pearl City-Waimalu-Pacific
Palisades (825); Pearl CityWaipio-Pearl Harbor (620);
Waipahu (679); Kalaeloa-Ko
Olina-Maili (670); HalawaAiea-Newtown (560); and Waianae (517).
She swept these same
precincts in her last election for
Congress in 2012 against
Charles Djou by comfortable
margins, but this time against
Schatz, her margins were considerably smaller.
Compare that to Schatz’s
vote margins in more affluent
communities with high densities of Caucasian voters. His
margins are in the high hundreds or even more than one
thousand. His highest margins
are in Kalama Valley-Queens
Gate-Hawaii Kai (1,124); Hahaione-Aina Haina-Kahala
(1,177); Waikiki-Ala MoanaKakaako (793); Diamond
Head-Kaimuki-Kapahulu
(766); Moiliili-MakikiTantalus (742); and Punchbowl-Pauoa-Nuuanu (469).
Higher turnouts in the
urban Oahu areas where Schatz
won caused much of the 1,635
deficit of Hanabusa in the overall state total before the Puna
balloting. Had she garnered
substantial majorities on the
other islands, that relatively
small margin of Schatz could
have been offset.
But only on Kauai did
Hanabusa gain a majority of
635 votes. Maui gave her only
a lead of 156 votes. And the
Big Island gave Schatz a 298
margin over Hanabusa. Again,
note that she lost on the Kona
side of the island, which has
more white voters than on the
Hilo side.
Hanabusa’s strategy should
have focused on the 20 districts
she dominated on Oahu to get
the vote out to overcome the
larger margins that Schatz received in urban Honolulu. That
way, if she had held even on
Oahu, her Kauai margin of 635
votes could have made the dif-

ference, regardless of what happened in Puna in the reballoting.
Despite the loss,
Hanabusa’s supporters see her
as a winner in her own right
considering the odds that were
stacked against her. She was
outspent by more than 2-to-1
by Schatz who raised millions
from mainland and big corporate donations, as well as from
the U.S. Senatorial National
Committee, Democratic Party
National Committee and affluent donors, enabling him to
buy more TV and print ads
that he ran constantly, compared to Hanabusa’s late start
on the ads, which were fewer
and far between.
Schatz also had a more extensive campaign organization
and master, if controversial, political strategists like Andy
Winer in his campaign, which
had imported a mainland organization, moveon.org to help
get out the vote for Schatz.
(Former Gov. Cayetano had
earlier exposed the role of
Winer in the alleged PRP
"smear campaign" against the
former governor in the 2012
Honolulu mayoral campaign,
and had called for his firing as
Schatz's chief of staff in his
U.S. Senate office. )
Likewise, Schatz had the
support of the HGEA the state's
largest union and other powerful unions, which mobilized
their membership to campaign
for Schatz.
Yet at the end of the day,
Schatz managed to win the primary only by less than one percent, hardly considered a real
mandate for a U.S. Senator.
Hanabusa lacked all these
vital advantages, lifelines and
resources but lost by only .7
point, not even a full percentage
point. It was almost like a draw.
And fighting such a good
fight when all odds are against
you always is its own reward .

slowly whittled Kim’s lead to
28 percent in the final weeks of
the campaign and eventually
overtook her, winning by some
16 percentage points.
Stanley Chang finished
third with 10 percent, followed by Ikaika Anderson,
Will Espero, Joey Manahan
and Kathryn Xian.
Takai took the biggest lead
in 19 of the First Congressional
district, while Kim took nine of
those districts, and Will Espero
won one House district. Kim
led in her home-base districts
of Kalihi, Salt Lake and
Moanalua and also did well in
heavily-populated Filipino
communities like Waipahu and
Ewa Beach. Espero won only
his home district of Ewa
Beach-Iroquois.
Breaking down by
precincts, Takai won 80, Kim
27, Espero 5 and Manahan 1.
Manahan entered the race late
in the game and won only in
his precinct.
An analysis of the data by
reporter Gordon Pang of the
Advertiser suggests that “if Espero and Manahan did not run,
Kim would have finished closer
overall, since the most recent
Hawaii Poll...shows Kim with
broad Filipino support.”
Pang continues: “In all five
of the precincts that Espero
won, Kim finished second or
tied for second with Takai, who
either finished second with
Kim or third. Likewise, the one
Kalihi precinct Manahan won,
Kim finished second while
Takai finished third.”
While this does not mean
that Kim would have won if
there were no other Filipino
candidates, it does suggest that
she would have had a much
stronger performance since she
did very well in Filipino communities. The fact that Takai
was the only candidate from
the Japanese-American community and that Kim was one
of three with Filipino ancestry
most probably hurt Kim’s
chances to maintain her early
lead towards the end.
Takai faces Charles Djou,
who won the Republican Primary.

U.S. Congressional Race
Another heartbreaking loss
involved State Senate President
Donna Mercado Kim in the 1st
U.S. congressional race.
Kim led by 36 points in the
first poll taken, followed by
State Rep. Mark Takai, who
was one of seven other candi- Other Outcomes
dates. With solid support from
Shan Tsutsui, the Demoveterans and the Japanese- cratic candidate for lieutenant
(continued on page 6)
American community, Takai
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Leeward Theatre Announces Lineup For 40th Season

T

he Leeward Theatre at
Leeward Community
College has announced
its line-up for its 40th Season.
Located in Pearl City, Leeward Theatre serves as the
only major performing arts
center for the Leeward and
Central Oahu areas. Since
opening its doors in 1974,
over 2.4 million people have
seen or participated in events
at the Leeward Theatre.
Leeward Theatre’s 40th
season schedule is as follows:
• Clockwork Cuties Burlesque: Sept. 4, 5, 6, 12, 13
at 8 pm (Lab Theatre)—A
burlesque show featuring
strapping lads and beautiful ladies, comedy, song,
and dance.
• 40th Anniversary Gala:
Sept. 27 at 7 pm (Theatre

•

•

•

•

•

•

Courtyard)
Prince Dance: Oct. 4,
2014 at 8 pm (Main
stage)—A contemporary
dance theatre company
promises to energize the
Leeward stage.
PlayBuilders’ Xenophobia: Oct. 16, 17, 18 at 8
pm (Lab Theatre)
Clockwork: Nov. 7, 8, 14,
15 at 7 pm and Nov. 9, 16
matinees at 4 pm (Main
stage)—A fun-filled comedy for the family with
mixed-up fairy tales,
magic and even a dragon.
Fall Leeward Guitar Ensemble: Nov. 23 at 4 pm
(Main stage)
Fall Choir Performance:
Nov. 29 at 7 pm (Main
stage)
PlayBuilders 5th Annual

coVer storY (from page 5, PRIMARY 2014....)

governor, defeated State Sen.
Clayton Hee and will team with
Ige to face the Duke AionaElwin Ahu Republican team for
governor and lieutenant governor in the General Election.
Former State Sen. Lorraine
Rodero-Inouye beat Sen.
Malama Solomon for a Senate
seat on the Big Island and returns to the position she occupied previously.
House majority floor
leader Rida Cabanilla from
Ewa Beach was defeated by
HPU assistant professor Matt
LoPresti.

Romy Cachola of Kalihi
did not have a Primary opponent and will not have a General election opponent as well.
State Rep. Henry Aquino
was re-elected to his House
seat, beating Alex Sonson.
Both are of Filipino ancestry.
Rose Martinez of Ewa
Beach-Iroquois beat her Democratic opponent and will face
incumbent Republican representative Bob McDermott.
Michael Magaoay of
Mililani-Schofield also did not
have a Primary opponent but
will run in the General against

•

•

•

•

Festival of Original Plays:
Jan. 9, 16, 23 at 8 pm (Lab
Theatre)
Kikaha Ka Manu Play
Festival: Jan. 29, 30, 31 at
8 pm (Hawaiian Language
Theatre and Lab Theatre)—a series of new
plays about stories from
our own backyard.
Bluegrass Festival: Feb.
14 at 8 pm (Main stage)—

the Republican nominee.
Baybee Hufana-Ablan lost
her bid for a Honolulu Council
seat to Brandon Elefante, who
is also of Filipino ancestry.
Joy San Buenaventura, a
Filipina attorney and newcomer in island politics, defeated veteran legislator Faye
Hanohano for a seat in the
state House of Representatives
to represent the 4th district of
the Big Island.
Incumbent Della Au Bellati did not have a Primary opponent in the 24th district of
Oahu and will face C. Kaui
Anderson in the General.
State Rep. Ty Cullen has no
opponent in either the Primary
or General, while Sen. Brickwood Galuteria handily beat his
Democratic opponent and faces
Republican Chris Lethem in
November. Lastly, Honolulu
City Council chair Ernie Martin
also won re-election, winning
76 percent of the vote.
We might miss some of the
winners with Filipino ancestry
in the last primary for which
we apologize.

Conclusion
It was an exciting Primary
Election season marked by
historic significance, among
others. Again, there are lessons to be learned and perhaps
applied for the General Election in November.
There will be talk within

•

•

Local and national bluegrass bands will perform
for a show-stopping
evening of fun.
Hakuoh University Hand
Bell Choir: Feb. 18 at 10
am (Main stage)
The Brave: Mar. 7 at 8 pm
(Main stage)—Acclaimed
New Zealand theatre
troupe Massive Company
will showcase their acclaimed work.
Titus Andronicus: Apr. 9,
10, 11 at 8 pm (Lab Theatre)—This shockingly violent Shakespeare tragedy
never fails to get people
squirming in their seats.
Waipahu Project: Apr. 23,
24, 25 at 8 pm (Main
stage)—PlayBuilders’ and
The Leeward Theatre create a piece centered

the Filipino community about
Kim’s loss and speculation
over how victory could have
been had if Filipinos had united
behind a single opponent. It is
understandable that given the
increasing size of the Filipino
community in Hawaii, more
candidates from that demographic will surface. It is in the
interest of democratic participation that more than one candidate should run for office .
Much speculation revolved
around Joey Manahan's late
entry into a crowded field of six
candidates including two Filipinos - Mercado Kim and Espero - already running. What
would or could have motivated
him? There was no way, some
reportedly advised him, that he
could win. Instead, he would
just be seen as a "spoiler," given
the fact that his city council district and Mercado Kim's senatorial district overlap. As stated
above, Manahan won in only
one precinct overall -his own.
Besides, others noted, Mercado
Kim was Manahan's boss when
he first worked as a legislative
assistant at the Hawaii state legislature before entering politics.
Of course, in a democratic society, everyone has a right to run
for office if they like. But this
seeming lack of good judgment
on the part of Manahan did not
sit well with the Filipino consciousness. Maybe he was just
testing the waters, others

•

•

•

around Waipahu, its people and its history.
Spring Leeward Guitar
Ensemble: Apr. 26 at 4 pm
(Main stage)
Spring Choir Concert:
May 3 at 7 pm (Main
stage)
In Your Face Improv: Oct.
25; Jan. 17; Feb. 21; Mar.
21; May 2 at 8 pm (Lab
Theatre)—Leeward
Alumni perform crazy,
off-the-wall improvised
stories.

Please contact theatre
manager Kemuel DeMoville
at 455-0381 or via email at:
kemuel@hawaii.edu for more
details on the events. Ticket
information is also available
online at: http://LCCTheatre.hawaii.edu.
mused. But he may have hurt
his own political career because
at the end of the day, Manahan
ended up No. 6 out of 7 in the
final count! ! One of the lessons
of politics is that, you have to
establish credibility early on.
For strategic purposes, it
would do well for leaders in the
Filipino community to study
this matter seriously or to find
an acceptable alternative to
cover both democratic and
strategic purposes, especially if
the main intent of the community is to gain more political
clout in the larger scheme of
things in Hawaii society.
The other lesson to be
gained is to look into the serious need to increase Filipino
participation as everyone has
advocated for many years.
Unity remains an elusive
dream for Filipinos but it is unavoidable, given that there will
be a fragmentation at some
point in time.
But there should also be
more consideration about the
need for organized strategy to
increase the political and economic standing of the Filipino
community in the state of
Hawaii.
dr. aqUino, a political scientist and
academic journalist, is currently Professor Emeritus at the University of
Hawaii-Manoa where she served as
Professor of Political Science and Asian
Studies, and the founding Director of
the Center for Philippine Studies.
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LEGAL GUIDE

Police use of Force: excessive
or reasonable?
By Atty. Emmanuel
Samonte Tipon

T

here appears to
be an epidemic
in the use of
force by the police
which
should concern
everybody, especially people
who are not white, because
they are more likely to be the
victims. On August 9 in Ferguson, Missouri a white police
officer (Darren Wilson) fired
at least six shots at an unarmed
African American teenager
(Michael Brown) and killed
him. According to Time magazine, Brown and his friend
Dorian Johnson were “walking in the street when Wilson
rudely ordered them onto the
sidewalk. When the pair didn’t
immediately comply, Wilson
put his car in reverse, pulled
up next to Brown and grabbed
him. A struggle ensued; a shot
was fired; the pair took off
running, . . .with Wilson in
pursuit, firing more shots.
Other witnesses sympathetic
to Brown alleged that he was
shot in the back or while on his
knees in a posture of surrender.” Time, Sept. 1, 2014. See
Philippine News editorial, August 22-28, 2014.
On July 17 in New York
several police officers confronted an unarmed African
American man, Eric Garner,
and then a white officer placed
a chokehold on the victim,

pulled him to the ground,
where he died after crying repeatedly “I can’t breathe!”
https://www.google.com/searc
h?q=Eric+Garner+chokehold&client=firefox&hs=rK3
&rls=com.yahoo:en-US:official&channel=sb&tbm=isch&
tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&
ei=oNz8U7SVJ4LJigLMvYB
o&ved=0CCkQsAQ&biw=12
31&bih=667. On July 1 in
Los Angeles, an unarmed
African American woman,
Marlene Pinnock, was walking on the side of a freeway
when suddenly a white CHP
officer grabbed her, threw her
to the ground, straddled her
while she was on her back,
and repeatedly punched her
on the head. http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/lame-ln-chp-officer-beating-po
tentially-serious-charges20140820-story.html
According to the U.S.
Civil Rights Commission:
“Police officers possess awesome powers. . . Their general
responsibility to preserve
peace and enforce the law carries with it the power to arrest
and to use force – even deadly
force.” U.S. Civil Rights
Commission, Who is Guarding the Guardians (1981).
Does that mean that the
police can willy-nilly use
force every time they encounter a civilian? Absolutely
not. The U.S. Supreme Court
held that all claims that law
enforcement officials have
used excessive force – deadly
or not – in the course of an ar-

rest, investigatory stop, or
other “seizure” of a free citizen are properly analyzed
under the Fourth Amendment’s “objective reasonableness” standard, rather than
under a substantive due
process standard. The Fourth
Amendment guarantees citizens the right “to be secure in
their persons . . . against unreasonable seizures”. “Determining whether the force used
to effect a particular seizure is
"reasonable" under the Fourth
Amendment requires a careful
balancing of "`the nature and
quality of the intrusion on the
individual's Fourth Amendment interests'" against the
countervailing governmental
interests at stake. Graham v.
Connor, 490 U.S. 386 (1989).

Factors in Judging Reasonableness
Because "[t]he test of reasonableness is not capable of
precise definition or mechanical
application, its
proper application requires
careful attention to the facts
a n d c i r c u mstances of each
particular case,
including (1)
the severity of
the crime at
issue, (2)
whether the
suspect poses
an immediate

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

City Temporarily Relocates
Wahiawa Open Market

B

eginning August 26, the People’s Open Market at Wahiawa
District Park has been relocated
to a location on the other side of the
park. The day and time of the market,
Tuesdays from 10 am to 11 am, will remain the same.
Normally held along California Avenue, the Open Market will take place

in the Kilani Avenue parking lot until
further notice. The temporary move
was necessitated by repaving work at
the parking lot on California Avenue
which is scheduled for completion by
the end of the year.
The City will formally announce
when Open Market returns to its original location.

threat to the safety of the officers or others, and (3) whether
he is actively resisting arrest
or attempting to evade arrest
by flight. Graham v. Connor.
“The "reasonableness" of
a particular use of force must
be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on
the scene, rather than with the
20/20 vision of hindsight. The
calculus of reasonableness
must embody allowance for
the fact that police officers are
often forced to make split-second judgments - in circumstances that are tense,
uncertain, and rapidly evolving - about the amount of
force that is necessary in a
particular situation. The "reasonableness" inquiry in an excessive force case is an
objective one: the question is
whether the officers' actions
are "objectively reasonable" in
light of the facts and circumstances confronting them,
without regard to their underlying intent or motivation.”

“One of the obvious problems created by a reasonableness standard is determining
the appropriate level of reasonableness.” How Reasonable is the Reasonable Man?
Police and Excessive Force,
Alpert and Smith.
Like beauty, reasonableness is in the eye of the beholder.
atty. tiPon has a Master of
Laws degree from Yale Law School
and a Bachelor of Laws degree
from the University of the Philippines. He is originally from Laoag
City and Magsingal, Ilocos Sur.
Atty. Tipon specializes in immigration law and criminal defense. He
served as an immigration officer
and co-authored “Immigration Law
Service, 1st ed.,” an 8-volume practice guide for immigration officers
and lawyers. His radio program
airs Thursdays at 7:30 am on KNDI
1270 AM. He can be reached via
mail at: 800 Bethel St., Suite 402,
Honolulu, HI 96813, by telephone
at (808) 225-2645 or by e-mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com. For more on
Atty. Tipon, go online to: www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.com. This article is a general overview of the
subject matter discussed and is not
intended as legal advice.
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Why schatz Won? it’s the Money
By Emil Guillermo

I

n politics, there
truly is only one
reason why someone gets elected
over another person. And it’s not
because of how
they vote on issues, what they
believe, or who—other than
their spouse—they might be
sleeping with.
All that can count for
something but it doesn’t count
like money. M-O-N-E-Y is
what puts a candidate in office
and if you raise it better and
faster than anyone else, for
yourself and presumably for
others, you’re more than qualified to be a public ka-chinger.
That’s the ability that separates the winners from the
losers in politics. Simply ask
this question: Who can raise
the most money?
And in the Primary race
for the late U.S. Senator

Daniel Inouye’s seat, it was all
Brian Schatz. I didn’t have to
wait for any special election or
recount, nothing. Schatz was
so dominant over Colleen
Hanabusa that it makes you
wonder how the vote tally was
as close as it was.
According to the latest filings on July 20 of this current
cycle, Schatz raised $4.91 million, compared to Hanabusa’s
$2.88 million. And raising it
means you get to spend it.
Schatz was able to do a lot
more, spending $3,937,606 to
Hanabusa’s $2,408,572.
Indeed, Hanabusa was
near tapped out in July and has
a debt of $154,100. Schatz is
on record with $0 debt after
the July filing.
We shall see how the
spending finished up on the
next filing update.
One would think that incumbency might be negated
because Hanabusa is in Congress too. Sure, it’s the House,
but it’s still Washington. And
then there’s the belief that Inouye
himself
wanted
Hanabusa to be his successor.

That may be true, but even if
it weren’t, the late senator
would have only one vote.
I’m sure that was the main
reason the race was as close as
it was. Sentiment is important.
It just doesn’t trump money
and in the money part of this
race, it was all Schatz. That’s
where the differences were
more pronounced.
Sure, both were locals and
could drum up the kamaaina
sentiment. But Schatz was always positioned as the young
nature boy and general allaround green guy. Hanabusa
was the hard labor lawyer who
fought for you. But she also
seemed to have a soft-spot for
development.
That difference alone was
enough to create a space for a
margin of victory. And it
shows up in the money.
Suprisingly, I didn’t see
any developer or union money
listed in Hanabusa’s filings.
That could indicate the Dems
were split. Labor didn’t want
to alienate anyone. Their silence is, as they say, deafening
and may be the key to

Hanabusa’s loss.
So no money from labor
and no money from large
Asian-American or JapaneseAmerican segments. So what’s
left?
Sex and gender. Accordingly, women were the biggest
group pumping money into
Hanabusa’s campaign with
late media buys in August
from a Super PAC in Washington, DC known as Women
Vote!
As their main candidate,
Hanabusa received $460,494
in support overall, including a
last minute dump-in for media
in August of more than
$170,000. Women Vote! raised
a total of $3.1 million as a
PAC, so it had a lot riding on
Hanabusa.
Schatz’ support came primarily from the League of
Conservation Voters—a big
Washington, DC PAC that
funds primarily Democrats
like
Massachusetts’
Ed
Markey. Nearly 90 percent of
the $504,672 given by the
League of Conservation Voters came during the last week

of July and early August for
TV commercials. For Schatz,
it was “green-green money.”
Schatz also got $117,820
from Working Families for
Hawaii, a Honolulu-based
Super PAC whose treasurer is
Iris Chun.
But look at how the group
showed its preference. Both
Schatz and Hanabusa got the
group’s
money
but
Hanabusa’s $99,971 was just a
smidge less. And you know
how close it was at the ballot
box.
Some in the community
will try to convince Schatz
that it was the Filipino vote
that did it. But polls don’t have
reliable samples and people
often lie to pollsters.
With money, the checks
get cashed. And the winners
normally have more of it.
It’s a reason why many
people don’t like politics. But
it’s the system we got.
emil GUillermo, an award-winning journalist and winner of an American Book Award, was an editorial
board member of the Honolulu Advertiser.
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What’s Open, Closed for Labor Day

C

ity & County of Honolulu offices will be
closed in observance
of Labor Day, a federal holiday, on September 1st.
Officials remind the public to keep the following in
mind:

•

•

•

Emergency ambulance,
fire, lifeguard and police
services will be available.
Refuse will be collected
and landfills and transfer
stations will be open.
Municipal golf courses,
botanical gardens and the

•

•

Honolulu Zoo will be
open.
Regular refuse collections
will be made and landfills/transfer stations will
be open.
TheBus will operate on a
Sunday schedule. For

•
•

•

route and schedule information, please go to
•
www.thebus.org.
The People’s Open Markets will not be held.
The Neal S. Blaisdell
Center Box Office will be
open for the Hawaii VA
•
Games.
All Satellite City Halls

State Releases Employment and Wages Data

T

he State Department of
Labor & Industrial Relations (DLIR) has released the “Occupational
Employment and Wages in
Hawaii 2013,” a publication
that provides comprehensive
occupational wage data and a
snapshot of the state’s record
662,150-strong employee
workforce.
The publication is DLIR’s
most frequently requested statistical information. Primary
users of the information include job seekers, employers,
career professionals, educa-

•

•

tional planners, work force analysts, policy makers and researchers.
Highlights of the publication include:
• The largest occupational
groups in Hawaii are retail

•

sales, followed by general
office clerks and cashiers.
The largest groups in nonservice occupations are
registered nurses, secretaries and administrative
assistants, and supervisors
of retail sales workers.

Hawaii wages were generally higher than national
average wages but lower
than California for the 20
largest occupations in
Hawaii.
The top five highest paying occupations were different types of physicians.
Except for pediatricians,
those physicians earned
more on average than
physicians in California as
well as nationally.

DLIR’s Research & Statistics Office collected the data in

and Driver’s License offices will be closed.
On-street parking will be
free, except for the meters
on Kalakaua Avenue
along Queen Kapiolani
Park and metered parking
lots.
Contraflow traffic lanes
will not be coned.

a semi-annual mail survey
over a three-year cycle. In the
survey, about 3,500 of 5,220
establishments solicited for
data provided usable responses, supplying data on
620
occupations—which
amounts to a 67 percent response rate and represents 78
percent of the workforce.
Follow-up telephone calls
and personal visits supplemented the information obtained by the mail survey.
DLIR officials thanked the
many employers for their participation and helping to make
the publication possible.
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Seek Jobs in Middle East, Not US, Pinoy Nurses Urged
by Dennis Carcamo
Monday, August 25, 2014

M

ANILA,
Philippines - A House of
Representatives
leader has called on Filipino
nurses and health workers to
seek jobs in Middle Eastern
countries instead of the United
States as it is still reeling from
the economic meltdown.
House Assistant Majority
Leader and Cebu Rep. Gerald
Anthony Gullas Jr. cited that
there is no significant increase
in the number of Filipino
nurses who took the US National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) from
January to June this year.

This year, only 1,951 Filipino nurses took the NCLEX,
a little higher from the 1,944
during the first six months in
2013, Gullas said.
"We do not expect the
number of Filipino nurses
seeking to practice their profession in America to increase
any time soon. The healthcare
labor market there remains
somewhat bleak,” Gullas said.
"We remain positive that
the situation will eventually
improve as the US economy
starts to recover. But right
now, a number of US hospitals
and nursing homes are still
laying off workers,” he added.
Gullas said that based on
the latest US Bureau of Labor

Statistics report, US hospitals
shed off 7,000 jobs, while nursing care facilities get rid off of
another 6,000 in July alone.
The 2007-2008 global financial crisis sent the US economy into deep a economic
slowdown that forced many

hospitals and nursing homes,
especially those wholly or
partly funded by federal and
state agencies, to lay off workers and cease hiring new
nurses.
The number of Filipino
nurses taking the NCLEX for

Pacquiao on Algieri: He’s An ‘Okay’ Fighter
from www.philstar.com
Monday, August 25, 2014
ANILA, Philippines
– Manny Pacquiao
doesn’t see anything remarkable about Chris
Algieri, his upcoming opponent for his Nov. 23 fight in
Macau.
Speaking to reporters in a
press conference at The Venetian Macao that served as the
opening salvo of a two-week
media tour to promote his fight

M

with Algieri, Pacquiao acknowledged Algieri’s boxing
skills.
The fighting congressman
pointed out Algieri’s bout with
Ruslan Provodnikov, which is
widely credited as the New
Yorker’s claim to fame and the
sole reason for him landing a
shot at Pacquiao.
“I saw his fight with Ruslan. He took a lot of bad
punches from Ruslan but he’s
tough,” said Pacquiao, refer-

Cong. Manny Pacquiao

ring to the June 14 fight that
saw Algieri upsetting Provod-

UP Law Prof Named Solicitor
General
by Edu Punay
Thgursday, August 28, 2014

M

ANILA,
Philippines - President
Aquino has appointed University of the
Philippines law professor and
2000 Bar topnotcher Florin
Hilbay as solicitor general in
place of Francis Jardeleza,
who was named associate justice of the Supreme Court
(SC) last week.
Presidential spokesman
Edwin Lacierda yesterday
confirmed to Palace reporters
the appointment of 40-yearold Hilbay who, along with
Jardeleza, defended the government’s stand on the petition
filed against the Reproductive
Health Law at the SC last year.

Hilbay was appointed on
an acting capacity because he
still needs a few months to fulfill the required 15-year law
practice for the post. The administration code allows for
appointment of executive officials on an acting capacity.
After five months, he would
be re-appointed on a permanent capacity, according to SC
insiders.
Prior to his appointment,
Hilbay was a senior state solicitor.
He obtained his economics degree from the University
of Santo Tomas in 1995, his
law degree from UP in 1999
and his master of laws degree
from the Yale Law School in
2005.
Hilbay teaches constitutional law at UP. In the Office
of the Solicitor General

(OSG), he is the principal handling lawyer for the controversial Disbursement
Acceleration Program, Priority Development Assistance
Fund, Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement and
Bangsamoro cases.
Prior to joining the OSG,
Hilbay was director of the Institute of Government and
Law Reform of the UP Law
Center.
He was also vice-chair of
Bantay Katarungan, an organization led by former Senate
president Jovito Salonga. At
Bantay Katarungan, he served
as co-counsel for then Akbayan party-list Rep. Etta Rosales before the SC in a case
involving public access to information regarding nominees
of party-list organizations.
(www.philstar.com)

nikov to take the WBO light
welterweight title.
Algieri (20-0, with 8
knockouts) survived two firstround knockdowns to outbox
Provodnikov en route to his career-defining win. But it’s far
from impressive, according to
Pacquiao.
“He can box. I’m not saying he’s really good but he’s
not bad. He’s okay,” the Filipino icon continued.
The Macau presser is the
first of the 12-dayPacquiaoAlgieri media tour, which includes appearances in
Shanghai, China, and San

the first time is considered a reliable indicator as to how many
of them are trying to enter the
profession in America.
Gullas said 420 Indians,
300 Canadians, 266 Puerto Ricans and 234 South Koreans
also took the NCLEX for the
first time in the first semester
of 2014.
In 2013, a total of 4,034
Filipinos took the NCLEX for
the first time, representing less
than one-fifth of the recordhigh 21,499 that took the same
examination at the height of
the 2007 nursing boom.
The Philippines continues
to produce thousands of new
nurses every year, despite a
large surplus. (www.philstar.com)
Francisco, Las Vegas, Los Angeles and New York in the US.
While Pacquiao dismissed
Algieri as an “okay” fighter,
he’s wary of the American’s
height advantage.
“The biggest challenge for
me is to fight another tall guy.
I have to use my speed and
footwork for this fight,” said
Pacquiao of the 5-foot-10 Algieri.
Pacquiao, who formalized
his entry as a basketball player
in the PBA as Kia Motors’
11th pick in Sunday’s PBA
Draft, is expected to spend the
bulk of his training in the
Philippines. He faces Algieri
at the Cotai Arena of The Venetian Macao.

10  HaWaii filiPino cHronicle  aUGUst 30, 2014

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Ex-Makati Exec: VP Binay
Benefited from 'Overpriced'
Parking Building
by Louis Bacani
Tuesday, August 26, 2014

M

ANILA, Philippines - A
former Makati City official claimed on Tuesday
that Vice President Jejomar Binay
benefited from the alleged overpriced construction of the Makati
City Hall II parking building.
Ernesto Mercado, Binay's former vice mayor from 2006 to 2010,
admitted during the televised Senate Blue Ribbon sub-committee hearing
that he benefited from the phase 1 and 2
of the project.
"Tayo namang mga politiko alam
natin ang sagot doon e. Kung ang vice
mayor po ay nakinabang, aba'y siguro
higit na nakinabang po ang mayor dito,"
Mercado said at the televised Senate
hearing.
"Kung ako ay nakinabang, imposibleng hindi nakinabang ang aking
mayor," he added.
With the latest allegation, the Blue
Ribbon Committee should now invite
the Vice President to the hearings, according to Senator Antonio Trillanes IV,
who called for the Senate investigation
into the controversy.
"The vice mayor has directly mentioned the involvement of Vice President
Jejomar Binay into the corruption and
the anomaly that is the Makati carpark
building," Trillanes said.
Binay and his son, Makati City
Mayor Jejomar Erwin "Junjun" Binay,
are facing a plunder complaint over the
alleged overpriced building filed by
lawyer Renato Bondal.
During the hearing, Mercado said he
was an ally of the older Binay since
1986. Their relationship soured in 2010
after the Vice President did not fulfill his
promise to support him as a candidate in
the Makati mayoral race.
'Nancy made cakes for seniors'
The Vice President was not only the
official implicated by Mercado as he also
alleged that Binay's eldest child, Sen.
Nancy Binay, also earned from the alleged overpriced birthday cakes given by
the Makati City government to its senior
citizens.

Former allies: VP Binay and his vice-mayorErnesto Mercado

He said the neophyte senator used to
manage the production of the cakes.
"E alam naman po ng lahat ng tagaMakati 'yon e. Siya naman po talaga ang
gumagawa nun (cakes) noong araw na
hindi pa siya senadora," Bondal said.
The senator had not joined the hearings while the Makati mayor did not attend Tuesday's hearing due to "personal
reasons."
Meanwhile, a former Makati City
official said Mercado has no credibility
since he admitted receiving kickbacks
from the construction of the alleged
overpriced building.
Former city administrator Marjorie
de Veyra said Mercado abused the trust
and confidence given to him by the older
Binay.
"While vice mayor, he was known to
frequent casinos here and abroad, where
he is considered a high-roller and given
five-star treatment by casino operators.
He is known to lose millions in cockfights," De Veyra was quoted as saying
in an article released by the Makati City
government.
"We wondered how he was able to
afford such a high-living lifestyle but his
admission of personally gaining from the
Building 2 project gives us the answer,"
she added.
De Veyra said Mercado's statements
are "self-serving" since he did not show
evidence to back his allegations against
the Vice President.
"He has been saying bad things
about the Binays since 2010 when he ran
and lost against Mayor Junjun Binay.
But he has not given any proof because
he does not have any," De Veyra said.
(www.philstar.com)
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NEWS FEATURE

a look Back at ninoy aqUino’s mUrdEr
by Elyas Salanga

M

ANILA, Philippines - It has
been 31 years
since that
sunny day in
1983 when Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. was
murdered with a single bullet to
the head. The exiled ex-senator
was about to get off China Airlines Flight 811 (CAL flight
811) after it touched down at
the Manila International Airport now called the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport.
In August 20, 1983 hours
before his flight, Ninoy was interviewed by the press. When
asked about the supposed Marcos plot to kill him, he said,
“Assassination is part of public
service… I can’t allow myself
to be petrified by the fear of assassination and spend my life
in a corner.”
Thus were the words spoken by Ninoy as if accepting
the fact that the next time he
would be touching Philippine
soil would be his last.
In remembrance of Ninoy
Aquino’s sacrifice for democracy, Philstar.com has collected
lesser-known information per-

taining to the murder of
Aquino. While most are facts,
some data listed are still disputed and are still in the
process of investigation.
tHe fake PassPort.
Ninoy actually had two passports—one was fake and it
contained his real name, and
other one was a real passport
containing the pseudonym
“Marcial Bonifacio.” “Marcial” was for martial law and
“Bonifacio” is the name of the
place where he was imprisoned.
Welcome committee. About 20,000 of Ninoy’s
supporters flocked at the
Manila International Airport.
Marcos, on the other hand, sent
in over 1,000 armed to provide
security for Aquino’s arrival.
Called “Oplan Balikbayan,” its
aim was to secure MIA once
Ninoy’s plane landed.
tHe “5 monkeys.”
Aquino’s security group was
composed of five men: Technical Sgt. Claro Lat, Corporal
Rogelio Moreno, Sgt. Arnulfo
de Mesa, Corporal Lazaga, and
Lieutenant Castro. They were

the officers who were supposed
to escort Ninoy from the plane
to Fort Bonifacio, where he
would be detained. Eleven seconds had elapsed from the moment Ninoy stepped out of the
airplane door to the sound of
the first gunshot (at 01:15
p.m.). As Ninoy and the 5 men
walked out of the door, numerous voices were heard as saying, “Ako na! Ako na! Ako
na!” and “Pusila!” (Pusila, in a
southern Filipino dialect is an
order to shoot). The voices reportedly came from Ninoy’s
security team, which they later
denied.
Cpl. Moreno, who walked
a few feet behind Aquino as he
descended the stairs, was later
convicted as the person who
shot Ninoy. This group would
later be called the “The 5 Wise

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Beachfront Hotels: Phl Ranks 5th
by AP

B

ANGKOK – The
Philippines ranked
fifth in having the
most number of beachfront hotels, according to a survey of
more than 11,000 hotels in 109
countries released Friday.
Thailand ranked first with
more than 1,250 beachfront
properties, followed by the US
with 1,016, Mexico with 943
and Spain with 736.
In sixth place is Greece,
followed by Italy, Turkey,
Egypt and Sri Lanka, said the
survey by the Beachfront Club,
a website that maps and details
seaside hotels around the
world.
The Bangkok-based website defines true beachfront hotels as those directly on the
beach or oceanfront with no
road or traffic between the
rooms and water.

The Philippines, famed for
its beautiful beaches, has noted
a steady increase in its tourism
arrivals over the past few years.
According to the government, total international tourist
arrivals reached 4.7 million in
2013, surpassing the 4.3 million arrival recorded in 2012
by 9.56 percent. The government said it aims to increase
foreign visitors to 10 million
by 2016.
Meanwhile, Thailand also
ranked first for total beachfront
accommodations within a sin-

gle beach destination. Its
Samui Island has 270, ahead of
Riviera Maya in Mexico with
250, Crete with 194 and Mallorca with 187.
Despite recent political violence, tourist arrivals in Thailand have soared by 88 percent
over the past five years to
nearly 27 million in 2013,
ranking it among the top 10
most visited countries in the
world. Its shores face both the
Pacific and Indian oceans, with
hundreds of islands in each.
(www.philstar.com)

Monkeys” because in the investigation, they “Saw nothing,
heard nothing, said nothing.”
Point-blank. A .357
Magnum was allegedly used to
murder Ninoy Aquino. He was
shot at a distance of about 18
inches. The bullet entered
Ninoy’s nape and exited his
chin. Investigations later
showed that the shooter was directly a few feet above Ninoy
and not level as was earlier
suggested.
Reportedly, there were two
.357 with the same serial numbers. Interestingly, one was
owned by Col. Octavio Alvarez, the former chief of the
Metrocom
Intelligence
Group—it was reportedly
stolen from him.
“rolly.” The man who
supposedly shot Ninoy had the
word “Rolly” embroidered on
the waistband of his underpants
and an “R” engraved inside his
gold wedding ring. Nine days
after the assassination, “Rolly”

was finally revealed to be
Rolando Galman. He was officially described as a “notorious
killer and gun for hire.”
It was later reported that
Galman had been supposedly
taken from his home four days
before Aquino’s murder. Two
days after Aquino’s murder,
Galman’s common-law wife
Lina was taken by several
armed men. She was never
heard of again.
r e v e l at i o n s .
Roberto Olaguer, a chaplain
who visited the inmates at the
New Bilibid Prison would later
reveal details about what he
learned from Sgt. Pablo Martinez, one of the men convicted
of Ninoy’s murder. Martinez
reportedly was recruited by
Col. Romeo Ochoco, then
deputy head of AVSECOM
(Aviation Security Command).
Martinez was introduced to
Rolando Galman and was told
to make sure Galman kills
Ninoy, otherwise, kill Ninoy
and shoot Galman as well.
Since Martinez had access to
the airport, it was easy for him
to smuggle Galman into the
tarmac.
Sgt. Martinez would later
implicate Ninoy’s cousin-inlaw Danding Cojuangco, but it
was never proven.
Martinez was later killed in
a hit-and-run incident this year.
He was hit by an SUV.
(www.philstar.com)
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HEALTH & FAMILY

Natural Ways to Keep Those Ants Away
by Alixandra Caole Vila

M

A N I L A ,
Philippines Don’t you just
want to get rid
of
those
sneaky biting
critters that march into your
home and never leave their
territory?
Protect your home, your
skin, anywhere else ants like
to crawl with these simple
tricks using common household items. These are natural
ways to get rid of them, which
is a lot safer than using pesticide that is perilous to people’s
health.
CHALK
This is a very familiar
trick, but for those who do not
know it, chalk can repel ants.
Chalk, made up of powdered

cumber peels and other citrus
peels contains fungi that are
toxic to ants. Scatter the peels
on areas where ants are mostly
seen.

shells of marine animals has a
calcium carbonate content,
which ants hate. Find their
entry points and draw a line
around every point with a
chalk. You may also use talcum powder, salt, and flour to
draw lines.
ADHESIVE TAPE
Ants do have a sweet tooth.
Protect your cookie jars and
chocolates by lining up an adhesive tape around where your
sweets are placed. Place the adhesive tape sticky side up and
watch the ants be glued.
FLOWERPOTS
Fire ants are commonly
seen on yards and patios. To
get rid of them, use a flowerpot. Place the flowerpot upside down over the anthill.
Pour boiling water through the

drain hole to destroy their residing place.
ORANGES
A smooth puree of a few
orange peels can make those
ants go away. Mix the puree in
1 cup warm water. Slowly
pour the solution over and into
anthills and send the little
pests packing.
CUCUMBER
Aside from the smell, cu-

ALUMINUM FOILS
Tired of having ants sharing with your food? While
common practice to keep
them away is by placing the
bowl of food onto a container
half-filled with water, you
may also use aluminum foil.
Create a metal moat around
the bowl of food to keep the
ants at bay.
VINEGAR
Wipe down your countertops, floors, and any other
places where you have spotted
ants with a 50-50 mixture of
white vinegar and water. The
strong smell of the vinegar re-

moves the scent of the trail
that ants are used to smelling.
HERBS/SPICES
Sprinkle powdered cinnamon, clove, garlic, cayenne
pepper, black pepper, or salt at
entrance points of the ants.
DISH SOAP
Putting line of dish soap
mixed with little water around
windows and doors would
keep the ants away. It destroys
the pheromone trail away.You
can also try pouring dish soap
directly onto ant hills.
ALCOHOL
Put 1 part rubbing alcohol
or tequila to 1 part water in a
spraying bottle. Spray at entrance points or trails and
reapply it for few
days.(www.philstar.com)

TRAVEL & TOURISM

Vacation with a Purpose at The Farm
by Alixandra Caole Vila

L

ife is meant to be
enjoyed, not endured.
It was the
birth anniversary
recently of my
late dad Ting Dayrit, who
passed on 20 days before my
mother Mila Salgado Dayrit
did in 1997. It was never easy
for my family and me but
through the good Lord’s
mercy and grace, we moved
on.
Losing loved ones always
brings difficulty, but joy and
pain each have their own corresponding energy. How can

one know joy if one has never
experienced pain? Each second of the day, we are breathing. We stop and listen to our
heartbeat, our bodies. As we
exhale and inhale, oxygen provides us with what will sustain
us. From the sudden loss of
our parents to lung cancer, we
learned how to care for ourselves, for each other and the
community.
There are special, even
magical places where one can
heal faster and deeper than others. These places, where energy
is naturally wired to inhale and
exhale oxygen, is a phenomenon referred to as vacation indulgence with a purpose.

The furnishings of the Lakan Villa
Photos courtesy of The Farm at
San Benito

Welcome to the worldrenown, award-winning The
Farm at San Benito in Lipa

City in Batangas, at the foot of
the dramatic Mt. Malarayat
where golfing is never second
best.
I recently experienced fatigue from travelling too much
for the work. Writing hundreds of travel articles about
all seven continents over the
last 14 years has taken a toll
on my health. I did not realize
that changing times zones, not
being hydrated enough, not
eating fresh organic food
could lead to the need to re-energize. My dear sister
Michelle (who just survived
two bouts of cancer and is now
completely healed) and my
BFF Bum Tenorio accompanied me on this medi-vacation
and we enjoyed being in sparadise at The Farm at San Benito. I am completely healed as
well.
The inspiration for these
nuggets of “indulgence with a
purpose” emanates not just
from eating the right fresh
food (like our favorite certified-organic, locally grown
“Salad Time” produce) that
creates a synergy of mind,
body and soul but also from
the stunningly beautiful
Lakan Villas with two bed-

rooms, en-suite bathrooms including indoor shower and
bathtub, central living area,
walled-in gardens with koi
ponds, a kitchenette and bar
area, maid’s quarters and a
heated swimming pool with
hydro jets and relaxation bale.
Located near the reception
area, Mango Tree and the
Master Villa, the Lakan Villa
is excellent for two couples
traveling together, a group of
friends or a family getaway.
Each villa has a plunge
pool with the rainforest as the
backdrop.The comely scent of
a well-managed forest is evident in the villa. There is a
conscious effort to recreate nature at the Lakan Villa with
natural surroundings God
blessed us with.
Our dream villa is modern
Filipino in style, interpreted by
architect Noel Saratan, an
artist who has succeeded in
blending the original Farm
concept seamlessly in these
new villas.
There is no doubt that the
Lakan Villas are the most exquisite since The Farm general
manager Michael di Lonardo
and his lovely wife Jennifer
(continued on page 15)
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LEGAL NOTES

late Filing for csPa Benefit May Be
excused
By Reuben S. Seguritan

S

ince its enactment on August
6, 2002, thousands of children
who would have
otherwise aged
out or became ineligible to receive a green card simply by
turning 21 years old have benefited from the Child Status
Protection Act (CSPA). Under
the CSPA, a child who has
turned 21 may still be considered a “child” or under 21 for
immigration purposes.
In calculating the age for
derivative beneficiaries of
family-based and employment-based categories, the
amount of time the petition
was pending is subtracted
from the child’s biological age
on the date when visa number
becomes available to the principal beneficiary. The child

will retain his derivative status
if his adjusted age is below 21
but there is the additional requirement that he sought to
acquire lawful permanent residence status within one year
of visa availability.
A child is considered to
have met the “sought to acquire” requirement if he filed
Form I-485, application for
adjustment of status, submitted Form DS-230 or application for immigrant visa and
alien registration or Form I824, application for action on
an approved application or petition filed on his behalf.
If the child did not do any
of the above within one year
of visa availability, he may
still be entitled to CSPA protection if he can show that his
application was rejected for
technical or procedural reasons or his failure to timely
file was due to “extraordinary
circumstances” beyond his
control.

The USCIS recently released an interim policy memorandum allowing officers to
use discretion in adjudicating
late filings. Previously, USCIS
policy did not allow the exercise of discretion. The change
in policy was released in line
with the decision of the Board
of Immigration Appeals in
Matter of Vazquez, allowing
the exercise of discretion in
these determinations.
In order to establish extraordinary circumstances, the
applicant must demonstrate
the following: (1) the circumstances were not created by
the alien through his own action or inaction, (2) the circumstances were directly
related to the alien’s failure to
file the application within the
one year period; and (3) the
delay was reasonable under
the circumstances.
The policy memo also
outlines examples of extraordinary circumstances which
may warrant a favorable exercise of discretion which in-

clude, among others, serious
illness or mental or physical
disability during the one year
period and legal disability
such as instances where the
applicant was suffering from
mental impairment during the
one year period.
Ineffective assistance of
counsel may also be considered an extraordinary circumstance if the applicant satisfies
the following requirements:
that the alien files an affidavit
setting forth in detail the
agreement entered into with
counsel with respect to the actions to be taken and what representations the counsel did or
did not make; that the counsel
has been informed of the allegations against him and have
been given the opportunity to
respond or good faith effort to
do so is shown; and the alien
indicates whether the complaint has been filed and an
explanation if no complaint is
filed.
Another example is when
a timely application was re-

jected by the USCIS as improperly filed and was returned to applicant for
correction and the deficiency
was corrected within a reasonable period. Death or serious
illness or incapacity of the applicant’s legal representative
or a member of the applicant’s
immediate family may also be
considered.
Financial difficulty, minor
medical conditions and circumstances within the applicant’s control are not
considered extraordinary. The
totality of the circumstances
and the “nexus” of the circumstances for failing to timely
file as well as the reasonableness of the delay will be considered and weighed in
determining whether a favorable exercise of discretion is
warranted.
reUben s. seGUritan has
been practicing law for over 30
years. For further information, you
may call him at (212) 695 5281 or
log on to his website at www.seguritan.com

MAINLAND NEWS

Jose Antonio Vargas Applies for Deferred Action
by Mico Letargo
Friday, August 22, 2014

L

OS ANGELES —
Pulitzer Prize-winning
Filipino
American
journalist Jose Antonio Vargas, who is arguably the most
visible undocumented immigrant in America right now,
has joined 10 other fellow undocumented immigrants in applying for temporary relief
from deportation proceedings
under the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
program.
The 11 people applied for
DACA as part of the “1 of 11
Million” campaign launched
on Wednesday, August 20, at
the National Press Club in
Washington, DC. The campaign is spearheaded by Define
American,
an
immigrant-led media and culture advocacy group that
clamors for comprehensive
immigration reform that leads
to a pathway for legalization

of the over 11 million undocumented immigrants in the
US.
Define American, which
was also founded by Vargas,
recently said in a statement
that 11 undocumented immigrants’ move to apply for deferred action was done in
hopes of “sparking a conversation around the complexities
of the immigration system in
America.”
The 11 DACA applicants
represent a diverse set of complex immigration cases from
across the United States, Defined American also said.
Vargas recently made
headlines when he was captured and detained by Immigrations
and
Customs
Enforcement (ICE) authorities
at the US-Mexico border town
of McAllen, Texas. The 33year old journalist was at
McAllen to reach out to the
unaccompanied
undocumented minors detained in

Jose Antonio Vargas: As part of
‘1 of 11 Million’ campaign

border patrol custody. When
he tried to fly out of the border
town via McAllen airport, he
was apprehended by ICE, and
was subsequently detained and
questioned for 8 hours. When
he was released, Vargas announced in a statement that he
was issued an order to appear
before immigration court for
removal proceedings.
With the “1 of 11 Million”
campaign, Vargas hopes that
the government will grant him
and his 10 fellow applicants a
four-year temporary reprieve
from deportation by executing
prosecutorial discretion.
“Deferred action is a tem-

porary solution, so I wouldn’t
be deported for four years. I
can get a work permit,” said
Vargas in a Balitang America
report.
“I have caused my grandmother a lot of stress, more
stress than she deserves, so
this will be some sort of peace
of mind,” he added.
Vargas is joined by fellow
undocumented immigrants
Erika Aldape (Mexico),
Maria Guadalupe Arreola
(Mexico), Felipe Jesus Diosdado (Mexico), Maria del
Rosario Duarte Villanueva
(Mexico), Michaela Graham
(Germany), Noemi Romero
(Mexico), Eduardo
Samaniego (Mexico), Yestel
Velasquez (Honduras), Aly
Wane (Senegal), and JongMin You (South Korea).
Samaniego, 22, told Balitang America that the proponents of the “1 of 11 Million”
campaign hope that their actions would “humanize the de-

bate on immigration.”
“We speak about why
we’re here, what our families
are going through, why it is
necessary to be relieved from
deportation,” Samaniego was
quoted as saying.
President Barack Obama
has recently expressed his intentions to use executive powers in providing a solution to
America’s broken immigration system.
Samaniego believes that
Obama “has the power to take
actions, the power to exercise
prosecutorial discretion, and
protect the 11 million from deportation.” For his part, Vargas
emphasized the need for administrative relief.
“Our families need urgent
relief now, and here’s the key
question – just how inclusive
and humane will President
Obama’s executive action can
be? Who will be left out and
why?” Vargas said to Balitang
America. (www.asianjournal.com)
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PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

labor Day - napateg nga aldaw
Kadagiti Mannurat iti Hawaii
DAYASADAS
By Pacita Saludes

E

nero 16, 1971
idi naorganisar
ti
GUNGLO
DAGITI MANNURAT NGA
ILOKANO ITI
HAWAII. Naaramid it konbension Hall iti KAIM
RADIO iti Honolulu. Sangapulo ket innem a tattao a
di malipatan- sangapulo ti
napanen iti sabali a biag ket
dua laengen ti sibibiag
kadagiti nangpundar.
Dagiti laengen natda ti
mangpatpatibker iti daytoy a
gunglo iti agdama. Aduda
manen dagiti Kameng a
mangikarkari ti nasimbeng a
masakbayan toy gunglo.
Ammo dagitoy ti kaibatugan
ti kinapateg ti pluma.
Itoy a LABOR DAY
2014 mangnamnama kami a
dagiti mannurat nga agtitipon iti daytoy nga aldaw iti
Jessie’s Restaurant iti Honolulu a dati pagtitipunan,

pagiinnadalan kadagiti adun
a naglabas a tawen, maabel
manen dagiti ad-adda a pannakatenneb dagiti mannurat,
Agyaman ti Presidente, Mr.
Ubaldo kadagiti amin a
naawis
a
mangadal.
Mainanama a tumadtadem
dagiti pluma no maasada.
Kadagiti napalabas adda
dagiti taga - Pilipinas a kas
kada Joe Bragado ken ti
kaingungotna, Diony Bulong, Greg Laconsay, Peter
L a Julian ken dadduma pay.
Nupay kadagitoy a gundaway nga awan makaumay,
adu metten dagiti natenneb a
mabalin a pakaadalan ditoy
Hawaii. Adda met da Dr.
Belinda Aquino, Dr. Aida
Martin, Engr. Ric Agnes ken
dagiti dadduma pay a natenneben a mannurat ditoy
Hawaii a makaisangay
kadagiti talent ken wagas ti
panagsuratda.
Maysa a panagtitipon
dagiti mannurat a Filipino ti
mangpatibker ken mangnayon ti kabaelan dagiti
mannurat a Filipino iti

Hawaii.
Ti kada 45 minuto a
panagidalan ti kada maysa a
tumalantan, adu ti maibatina
nga adal kadagiti napasnek
nga agbalin a mannurat.
Kuna dagiti mangsursurot ti
ar-aramiden ti gunglo tayo a
rumbeng unay a patademen,
pasantaken ti kabaelan ti
maysa a mannurat iti
panangimutektekna kadagiti
paspasamak a maikur-itna
tapno agbalin a natibtkibker
a makita ti kabaelan ni Filipno a mangtagiben ti kabaelanda a mangtaginayon
kadagiti rumbeng a a mataginayon nga aramid ken
kabaelan nga igalot.
Dagiti maikita a surat
dagiti mannurat ti mangipaneknek a ni Filipino patpatgenda ti talugading da a
mangipateg ken mangurnos
kadagiti rumbeng a mataginayon babaen ti pluma para
iti masakbayan.
DIOS TI AGNGINA—
PANAGYAMAN
MANIPUD iti DAYSADAS Happy Labor Day!!

KenKa iloKano
ILOKANO maysaka a natan-ok a bukel
Sadino man lugar tumanurka a nasalun-at
Panawen a matutudo wenno natikag
Namaraymay a daga wenno kadaratan
Maaramidmo latta ti remedio a pangalapkapan
Agbiagka latta a nasadiwa ken naragsak
Agbiag no mabalin tapaw ti kaaduan
Kunada a nalaingka a tumulad
Galad dayta a mangipakita ti kinasalun-at
Kunam a no maaramid ti sabali
Apay ketdin a di kabaelan kaili!
Wen Ilokanoka managdayaw, manangpadayaw
Manangsangaili asino man a sumangbay
Uray awan ti awan no adda sumarungkar
Amin a kabaelan iruarna nga ipaay
Asino ti makaibbtur darang
Di umasug sueldo uray bassit
Nakurapay a biag anusanna di agkitakit
Kunana addato la panagtangkayag ti init
Isunto to aldaw panagdarang aglawlawmo a nasipnget

MAINLAND NEWS

Reports: FBI Probes
JPMorgan Hack

N

EW YORK — The
FBI is investigating a
hacking attack on JPMorgan Chase and at least one
other bank, according to reports
citing unnamed sources familiar
with the matter.
A report on Bloomberg.com
said Wednesday that the FBI is
investigating an incident in
which Russian hackers attacked
the U.S financial system earlier
this month in possible retaliation
against U.S. government-sponsored sanctions aimed at Russia.
The attack, Bloomberg said,
led to the loss of sensitive data.
Bloomberg cited security experts
saying that the attack appeared
"far beyond the capability of ordinary criminal hackers."
The New York Times, also
citing people familiar with the
matter, said JP Morgan and at
least four other firms were hit
this month by what it described
as coordinated attacks that siphoned off huge amounts of
data, including checking and
savings account information.
In a statement, JPMorgan

spokeswoman Trish Wexler said
companies "of our size unfortunately experience cyber attacks
nearly every day. We have multiple, layers of defense to counteract any threats and constantly
monitor fraud levels."
Wexler did not confirm the
reports and the FBI declined to
comment.
The Wall Street Journal also
cited unnamed sources in a less
detailed report that called the attacks a "significant breach of
corporate computer security."
JPMorgan is the largest U.S.
bank by assets. (www.philstar.com)

aUGUst 30, 2014  HaWaii filiPino cHronicle  15

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
inDuction oF oFFicers oF circulo
KaPaMPangan ● saturDaY ● September 12, 2014 ●
Halekoa Hotel | 6:00 PM ● For more information, contact Arturo
Luna @ 233-8498

CLASSIFIED ADS

FiliPino WoMen's ciVic cluB oF HaWaii, Miss For sale: ValleY oF tHe teMPle HolY
Maria clara anD Mr. Barong contests ● cross section B 3 plots $2,500 each.
sunDaY ● September 13, 2014 ● Prince Hotel | 6:00 PM ● Call Kanani @ 699-5154
For details, contact Bernadette Fajardo at 342-8090

HelP WanteD: Housecleaner 5Hrs
once/WeeK or 3 Hrs tWice/WeeK.
Mon anD/or tHurs

PHILIPPINE NEWS

China Building Harbor on Reef

M

ANILA, Philippines Military aerial reconnaissance has shown that the
Chinese are building an artificial islet
on Mabini (Johnson South) Reef in
the West Philippine Sea.
The reef’s rock and sand formation have been replaced with an
apple-shaped white sandy islet on
which several structures have been
built.
A blue building in the middle,
with fully grown palm trees dotting the
front lawn, is prominent from the air.
China’s reclamation of Mabini
Reef has shifted to “greening” – in
which grown trees are replanted, including coconut and palm trees.
“The reef is gone as the area is
now becoming green with grown up
trees including fruit-bearing coconuts,” a senior security official
said.
The trees are believed to have
been uprooted from China and replanted on the artificial islet.
Several fruit-bearing coconut
trees were also planted near the concrete breaker to protect the artificial

structure from the waves.
Fishermen told The STAR that
Mabini Reef now looks more like an
island than a reef because of the trees.
On the north side near the concrete seawall are two smaller structures that are believed to be barracks
for Chinese construction workers.
On the left of the blue building is
a newly built road leading to the
reclamation area where China is
building a pier.
Last month, fishermen on their
way home from a fishing trip saw a
concrete seawall being built on the
western side of Mabini Reef.
Recently, they were surprised to
see a variety of plants, including coconut and palm trees, lining the area.
Heavy cranes mounted on three
ships with huge booms are being used
in the construction.
Inland, construction materials,
along with heavy equipment like
backhoes, heavy cranes, dump trucks,
cement mixers, concrete slabs as well
as mounds of gravel and sand and
steel scaffoldings are also visible
from the air.

3 Cleaning References. 373-3382

China is also claiming at least
three other reefs within the Philippines’ 200-nautical mile exclusive
economic zone.
It has expanded maritime activities in Recto Bank near the northern
part of Palawan and in Hasa-Hasa
(Half-Moon) Shoal, only 60 nautical
miles from Palawan.
It has deployed on a 24/7 basis
coast guard vessels around Ayungin
Shoal, an area close to Recto Bank
and in Panganiban (Mischief) Reef
where it has already established a forward naval facility.
Ayungin Shoal also serves as
gateway to Pag-Asa Island, the second biggest island and seat of
Kalayaan Island municipality.
A confidential report submitted
to Malacañang showed that China is
also reclaiming four other reefs, all
located within the country’s EEZ.
These are Calderon (Cuarteron),
McKennan
(Hughes),
Burgos
(Gaven) and Malvar (Eldad) reefs.
China has de facto control of
Panganiban (Mischief), Subi and
Kagitingan (Fiery Cross) reefs.

HelP WanteD: englisH sPeaKing
counter HelP. aPPlY in Person.
cHar Hung sut
64 N Pauahi St., Honolulu, Hi 96817
Between 8am -2pm. Close Tues

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

China has dismissed as without basis the
Philippine diplomatic protest against the reclamation projects. (www.philstar.com)
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have 10 years experience with
the group of Aman Resorts.
They also opened the Vigilius
Mountain Resort (www.vigilius.com) in the Italian Alps
with star architect Matteo
Thun. It was their career
dream to bring the hospitality
industry to the next level and
The Farm is definitely it.
“The Farm is a very special place in the heart of our
country and it is the healing
hands and hearts of our staff
that makes The Farm special.
I would not be surprised if
very soon, there will be one in
another Asian country and our
experts would be training
them,” said Michael.
Dr. Marie Alonzo taught
us sublime breathing using
lithium quartz to suit our
chemical requirements. She
shared topics on serenity, bliss
and used live blood analysis to
designate what the condition
of our well-being is.
Alonzo also gave us art

work sessions to help us distract ourselves from the mundane existence. We truly
enjoyed this exercise. Meeting
with Alonzo was like finding
an oasis in a desert. She said to
walk barefoot. Feel the
ground. Do not think of past
fears. Know that I am plugged
to God the infinite source of
love and light. I have stayed in
some of the most exotic villas
with private plunge pools that
reminded me of the Narra and
Lakan Villas in the Farm at
San Benito. There is no need
to leave our country to be able
to experience such beauty, luxury and grandeur. My sister
Michelle, and her family, who
followed later on, were in
heaven. The best part, The
Farm allows pets like dogs or
cats.
In retrospect, the minute I
walked into The Farm, I felt a
sense of deep calm and peace.
It felt like going home to a familiar place where fond mem-

ories of nurturing and healing
take place. I thanked the good
Lord for blessings such as
these and remembered the
owner of The Farm, Naresh
Khattar who once told me: “I
was looking for something to
do with the rest of my life and
I found it here.” So did I.
Where in the world will
you find a medical facility in
spa-radise where every detail
— from the lush landscape to

the villas, pond, clinic, meditation nooks — is all devoted to
one thing that matters most: our
well-being. I love The Farm
and it’s so great to be back. As
though one travels many miles
away from one’s own abode to
hear the salutation: “Welcome
home, today is the first day of
your wellness. Your life will
never be the same again.”
And it is here in this loving place called The Farm that

all stands still as we take care
of the one thing that stands as
the most significant — our
health. To the Farm, I shall return to rediscover bliss and
joy. And yes, to celebrate wellness of the mind, body and
spirit again.
Yes, life is never meant to
be endured. Here at The Farm
in San Benito, you will begin
to truly enjoy it. See you there!
(www.philstar.com)
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