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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIAL

t’s been unbearably hot of late as

we reach the mid-summer sea-

son. Thank God for air condi-

tioning, though we will likely

see a spike in our electricity bills

as we all try to keep cool from

the heat and humidity. 

In breaking news, the U.S. Senate has

just approved the Congressional Gold Medal bill, introduced

by U.S. Senator Mazie Hirono, for Filipino World War II vet-

erans. A House version must still be approved before efforts to

award the medals can move forward. Mabuhay to Senator Hi-

rono for leading the effort and supporting our beloved veterans! 

Locally, you can tell it’s election season when yard signs re-

minding you who to vote for begin popping up all around town.

If you missed the voter registration deadline, you still have one

last opportunity to vote in the Primary Election on August 13.

Late registration will be available to eligible voters during the

Early Walk-in Voting period between August 1-11, 2016. How-

ever, voters must go in person to either of the two Early Walk-

In Voting sites on Oahu—Kapolei Hale or Honolulu Hale.

This special issue marks the beginning of the Chronicle’s

2016 election coverage. Our cover story takes a closer look at

candidates of Filipino ancestry who are running for election.

Please turn to page 4 to see who’s running and you may recog-

nize a few familiar names and faces. But we didn’t stop there.

In our expanded election coverage, we also interviewed the top

three candidates for Honolulu mayor and asked their vision and

priorities for the city (see page 15). All three candidates—Kirk

Caldwell, Peter Carlisle and Charles Djou—have the experi-

ence and ability to lead our great city forward, so it’s up to vot-

ers to decide who will do so. 

In other news, the Congress of Visayan Organizations

(COVO) will celebrate its 30th Anniversary with an evening

gala scheduled for August 6, 2016. See page 10 for more details

or call COVO President May Mizuno at 741-4503.

That’s all for now. As always, thank you for faithfully sup-

porting the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle. Please take some time

to read the informative articles in this issue and feel free to

email us at: filipinochronicle@gmail.com with any story idea,

suggestion or concern you may have. We would love to hear

from you! 

Until our next issue…aloha and mabuhay! 

I
Capitalizing On Our
Right to Vote 

oting is among the most cherished of all our con-

stitutional rights. By casting your ballot, you de-

termine to a certain degree your own future by

electing those who reflect your views and will

speak for you in government. Those who do not

vote abdicate this right to others whose opinions

may be contrary to their own. More importantly, by not voting,

you are allowing the will of the minority, rather than the ma-

jority, to govern.  

That being said, it is important for every eligible Filipino

to register and vote in both the August 13th Primary and No-

vember 8th General elections. Historically, Filipinos have had

an abysmally low voter turnout percentage of about 9 percent.

Many of us don’t realize that our right to vote is not only sa-

cred—but also means more power. The Filipino community

comprises the largest ethnic group in the islands but our num-

bers will not mean much if we as an ethnic group fail to trans-

late it into political power or influence at the polls. If every

eligible voter of Filipino ancestry turns out en masse during

each election, can you imagine how powerful and influential

Filipinos can be in the state of Hawaii? 

It is encouraging to see candidates of Filipino and/or part-

Filipino ancestry running for various city, state and federal

government positions. They and others who have thrown their

hats into the ring should be applauded for having the courage

and conviction to run for public office. To all the candidates,

thank you for running for office and best of luck in your re-

spective races. May the best men and women win!

As for this 2016 election season, we can only hope and

pray that Filipinos will at long last flex their political muscle

at the polls and make their voices heard. Filipinos have long

complained of a lack of respect and relevance when it comes

to social, political, economic and other issues. If we as com-

munity want to address such complaints, a good place to start

would be at the polls come August 13. Now is the time. Let’s

get out and vote!
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he issue of what to do about labels for genetically

modified food has been a political hot potato. Var-

ious states have discussed labeling ad nauseum for

years, including Hawaii where a 2015 media poll

showed 65 percent of registered voters support la-

beling food that contains genetically modified in-

gredients. 

A renewed sense of urgency came about on July 1st when a

new Vermont law that requires GMO labels in grocery stores

took effect. Food manufacturers lobbied Congress to stop the

law, claiming that if individual states enacted their own GMO

labels, the result would be mass confusion. The U.S. Senate

stepped in and voted earlier this month to pass a compromise

bill that pre-empts Vermont’s new law and replaces it with a na-

tional GMO labeling standard. GMO contents would be dis-

played with words, pictures or a bar code that can be scanned

using smartphones. The U.S. House of Representatives last

week approved the compromise measure with support from both

Democrats and Republicans. It now goes to the White House,

where President Obama is expected to sign it.

Under this compromise, food companies will be required to

reveal whether their products contain GMO ingredients—but

T

Congress Passes Watered
Down GMO Labeling Bill

they won’t have to print it on the package label. They can instead

can make that information available through a QR code. Shop-

pers would have to scan it with their smartphones. Smaller food

companies will have the option of printing a website URL or a

phone number that customers can call for more information. Crit-

ics describe the bill as a weak attempt to placate consumers by

creating an “illusion of transparency” regarding their right to

know. While many scientists and regulatory agencies insist that

genetically-modified foods do not pose a health risk, consumers

still have a right to know about what they are eating. Let’s not

forget that QR codes as provided for in the compromise bill can

only be read if scanned with a smart phone but such a system ex-

cludes many rural and low-income Americans and seniors who

may not have access to smart phones. The USDA has been given

the next two years to work out the details of a new labeling sys-

tem that would apply to all food labels in the country. 

The bottom line is that more information we consumers are

given, the better off we all are. It’s disappointing that Congress

could not come up with a clear, concise labeling system that al-

lows consumers to easily understand what’s in their food and how

it was grown. It should not have been too hard to accomplish or

too much to ask for.
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

By Emil Guillermo

hen Dallas

happened, I

was already

upset by the

shootings all

over the

world this

summer, from Bangladesh to

Baton Rouge and Minnesota.

But I was in Berkeley, Califor-

nia where I was hoping a little

art would help.

Berkeley already puts me

in another world. But I was in

yet another subworld because

I was sitting in an American

regional theater way off

Broadway, the Berkeley Rep,

watching a live theatrical per-

formance. No video shield, no

digital connect. This was real,

human to human. The way

life’s supposed to be.

Up on stage live, alone

with the audience, armed only

with wit and style, was actor

John Leguizamo, making his-

tory right—getting after

Cortez for slaying Mon-

tezuma; excoriating Pizarro

for devastating the Incans;

clowning Columbus for think-

ing he was in India.

Leguizamo didn’t cover Mag-

ellan, who was boating in Asia

until the Filipinos—the

world’s only Aspanics (though

some may prefer Astinos)—

took care of him.

But the focus of

low-Brown scale, I'm not

often mistaken for white.

And I know how non-

whites are treated. A Japanese

American friend of mine told

me recently that when stopped

while driving, he always keeps

his hands visible, so there’s no

question. I first heard that

from an African American

friend, two years ago when

Ferguson erupted.

I was in Washington, DC

and my friend told me one of

the first lessons of survival

passed on by his father. Essen-

tially, it was to keep your dri-

ver’s license in view and

accessible so you don’t have

to reach for your pockets. Oth-

erwise you can be killed. It’s

kept him alive. And in dread-

locks.

The sad thing about Dallas

is that the march was winding

down. People were hugging

cops and celebrating a peace-

ful march. There was joy in

being able to vent and let off

steam, to use anger in a pro-

ductive way to show a com-

munity’s ire, peacefully. It was

a community working toward

progress. And then it was all

destroyed when Micah Xavier

Johnson thought he was in an

old-style colonial battle. 

Of all the politicos, Attor-

ney General Loretta Lynch

emerged as the nation’s healer. 

“[T]he answer must not be

violence, the answer is never

violence,” she said in her news

statement. “Rather, the answer

must be action: calm, peace-

ful, collaborative and deter-

mined. We must continue to

build trust between communi-

ties and law enforcement. We

must continue working to

guarantee every person in this

country equal justice under the

law...We must reject easy im-

pulses of bitterness and rancor

and embrace the difficult work

Leguizamo’s show is the truth-

side up history of the coloniza-

tion of the Americas. Although

Magellan may get a pass,

“Latino History for Morons,”

now at the Berkeley Rep, is

worth seeing as it works its

way east to New York City. 

As a journalist, I’ve inter-

viewed Leguizamo before and

I’ve also seen him pop out of

my video screen. But I’ve

never seen him perform live.

Now that I have been perform-

ing my own solo show “All

Pucked Up: the Short History

of the American Filipino,” it’s

definitely a treat to see

Leguizamo’s virtuosity used to

defile the oppressor.

He powerfully com-

manded the stage in an ener-

getic, physical performance

that exposed all the colonial

misdeeds that screwed up the

Americas some 500 years ago.

And he undoes all that history

in less than 90 minutes. 

But then Leguizamo’s solo

show ended and so did the ide-

alized world of my imagina-

tion. Micah Xavier Johnson's

solo world took over. The “us”

versus “them” world. The

colonial world, where vio-

lence and death is often the

only answer. 

The arts would be my

oasis for only so long. Life

disrupted my time with the

arts. It was back to reality.

Back to the news. Even

Leguizamo had to pause.

Big D
As I drove back home

from Berkeley to the Texas

part of California, I was riv-

eted to the live audio of

MSNBC through Sirius XM. I

just couldn’t believe it was

still unfolding deep into the

night. Every bit of downtown

sidewalk they talked about I

knew first hand. From Dealey

Plaza to Main Street, to El

Centro College. I could re-

member it all from my time as

a somewhat green, curly-

haired TV reporter in Dallas,

my office at Union Station at

the foot of downtown. 

Truth is, I loved Dallas. I

made some good friends at the

time and worked with good

people, including CBS

Evening News anchor Scott

Pelley. And even though peo-

ple often mistook me for

Latino—asking me to join

LULAC and then wondering

WTF was a Filipino—it was a

great place to be a young re-

porter. 

A lot of firsts for me. My

first 5-alarm fire. My first

rape-murder confession. My

first stalker (stalking me). My

first big-time prison riot. My

first mass murderer (Alvin Lee

King, five victims, June 1980.

He went into a church in East

Texas and declared, “This is

war,” then opened fire with his

AR-15).

There were some pleasant

firsts too. But Big D always

meant big news stories. I

know what I was like covering

them as a 25-year-old, the

same age as Micah Xavier

Johnson, the former Army re-

servist who spent a year in

Afghanistan, the man now

called the lone shooter in his

own big story.

On Thursday, Johnson told

the police he was mad about

Black Lives Matter, mad at the

police and wanted to shoot at

whites. And then he fought the

“us” versus “them” colonial

battle with guns and bullets.

That’s not the way to solve all

the societal ills we’re seeing

now.

It may be necessary to

start with a basic understand-

ing of policing. The police

aren’t Cortez coming in to

rape, pillage, and conquer. It

only looks like that some-

times, especially these days in

places like Oakland.

Besides Dallas, I lived in

other communities, both big

and small. When I lived in

small suburban towns that

were 80 percent white, the

stereotype was built-in. He

who looks like he doesn’t be-

long is the bad guy. I used to

get stopped quite a bit and

asked “What are you doing

here?” Uh, I live here.

But police in those small

towns often act like private se-

curity. Unless they know the

communities they police, they

have no imagination. They re-

sort to stereotype.

It makes for lousy polic-

ing. Until they know you.

Urban cops should take the

time to know their beat. But

often they’re too busy. So if

the police don’t know the peo-

ple in their community, guess

what? You end up with a lot of

mistakes in policing that end

up feeding fear within com-

munities.

And here’s a wakeup call

to Asian Americans. Don't

think you're going to get a pass

just because you're Asian. I've

developed empathy because

on the Asian American Yel-

W

Dallas on My Mind

T
he U.S. Department

of State’s Virtual Stu-

dent Foreign Service

(VSFS) is offering its eIn-

ternship program to college

and university students. Se-

lectees will virtually intern at

State Department domestic

offices and U.S. diplomatic

posts abroad.

VSFS allows the Ameri-

can public and government

employees to collaborate on

projects of global impor-

tance. Selectees will work up

to 10 hours per week from

September 2016 through

May 2017 on projects from a

U.S. mission abroad or a do-

mestic government office. As

eInterns, students will play an

important role in advancing

the federal government’s

reach in diplomacy, develop-

ment, space, journalism,

trade, environment, health,

agriculture, technology,

housing and other essential

initiatives.

This year, there are over

900 vacancies at 30 U.S. gov-

ernment agencies. Applicants

must be U.S. citizens enrolled

in university level courses in

the U.S. or abroad. To view

the vacancies, go online to:

http://vsfs.state.gov/projects.

Students should apply be-

tween July 2-22, 2016 on US-

AJobs to their top three

projects. 

Virtual Student Foreign Service
Internship Program

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

(continued on page 8)
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Filipino Candidates
Running for Office
By HFC Staff

nd they’re off! The 2016 elec-
tion season is in full swing
and candidates of Filipino an-
cestry are in the mix for races
at the congressional, state and

county levels. 

A
This year’s list of Fil-

ipino candidates for the Pri-

mary Election includes

several familiar faces, in-

cluding incumbents Henry

Aquino, Donovan Dela Cruz,

Will Espero Donna Mercado

Kim and Gilbert Keith-

Agaran, to name just a few.

In a rare Filipino vs. Filipino

race, veteran lawmaker from

Kalihi Romy Cachola

squares off against opponent

Mar Velasco for the State

House of Representatives. 

There are also several new-

comers in elections for seats on

the Maui and Hawaii county

councils. As for the Honolulu

City Council, incumbents Joey

Manahan and Ron Menor are

expected to win reelection

against their opponents. 

To better familiarize our

readers with those running for

office in 2016, the Chronicle

has once again gone the extra

mile and sent brief question-

naires to known candidates of

Filipino ancestry. Unfortu-

nately, not all responded by

press time. For those candi-

dates who did so, we have

provided a brief summary of

their backgrounds and priori-

ties. Their responses were ed-

ited for space and clarity.

HEnrY J.c. aqUinO
seat running for: state house,

district 38

Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “To con-

tinue to improve the quality of life

and address important issues affect-

ing residents today and in the future.

Since 2008, I’ve worked hard on

meaningful legislative measures to

ensure that Waipahu gets its fair

share of funding for projects and

services. Effective, community-

minded representation and trusted

leadership are qualities I have to

offer my constituents in House Dis-

trict 38.”

Background: Married to

Cyndi Baetiong Aquino with three

children. Chairs the State House

Transportation Committee. Earned

his Bachelor’s in public administra-

tion from UH-West Oahu and Mas-

ter’s in communication from

Hawaii Pacific University. Involved

in numerous community organiza-

tions, including the Waipahu Com-

munity Foundation, Waipahu

Community Association, Waipahu

Community Coalition, Leeward

Oahu Lions Club, St. Joseph Parish-

Waipahu and Santanians of Hawaii

USA.

Priorities: “Traffic and public

safety are at the top of my priorities.

In addition, I have always advo-

cated for policies that support

Hawaii’s economy by creating and

maintaining job opportunities for

residents and families. Fighting for

our schools and road needs, assist-

ing local businesses, backing our

seniors and caregivers and ensuring

needed state services and programs

are things I will continue to work on

if re-elected.” 

ErnEST BalinBin
seat running for: Maui County

Council, West Maui 

Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “I, along

with the majority of people I’ve

spoken to, feel a need for change. If

elected, I know that I can make a

difference by putting the needs of

the people first and foremost and by

having constant communication

with the community to tackle and

solve complex issues. Together as a

community, county and state, we

can make positive and productive

changes.” 

Background: Graduate of La-

hainaluna High School and honor

graduate of U.S Army Quarter Mas-

ter School in Fort Lee, Virgina.

Married to Richelle Balinbin for 11

years with four children. Grew up in

a hard-working family. Served as

co-chair for the Sacred Hearts

School Bazaar. Helped organize and

fund the Hui O Pohaku Keiki Surf

Contest and donated time and food

to Napili Surfriders, youth

wrestling, various clubs and high

school sports on Maui. Is a member

of Maria Lanakila Catholic Church

and a supporter of Harvest at Ku-

malani. 

Priorities: “Affordable housing

and rental projects, self sustainabil-

ity, better human services help, and

native Hawaiian issues.”

rOMY cacHOla
seat running for: state house,

district 30

Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “As a

public official for many years, I

have passed measures to save tax-

payers’ money and enhance the

livelihood of my constituents. I am

again running because I intend to

address unfunded liability, the

health and welfare of my con-

stituents, Fil-Am veterans’ burial

grants and many other life chang-

ing initiatives. An important moti-

vation for me to run again is the

relocation of the Oahu Community

Correctional Center. I will be a part

of the Vision Committee estab-

lished for the Kalihi 21st Century

Transformation Initiative, which

will share, discuss and incorporate

potential development of the 14-

acre parcel and surrounding areas.

My other reason for running is to

look into ways to work with the

State and City to dredge Halawa

Stream.”

Background: Born in Vigan

City, Ilocos Sur and received a

Bachelor of Law (Juris Doctor)

from M.L. Quezon University. Pro-

moted from messenger to branch

manager at Territorial Savings

Bank. Attended American Savings

& Loan Institute and was a 3 time

recipient of the “Outstanding Stu-

dent Award.” Married to Dr. Er-

linda Cachola, an internist

practicing in Kalihi. Has two chil-

dren, Lyla, also an internist, and

Earl, a car rental executive; and 4

grandkids—Joey, Aiden, Ayla and

Keenan.

Priorities: “Getting elected

into public office is not for the faint

of heart. I have put the welfare of

my constituents first and never

shied away from difficult issues. I

am not afraid to take a stand which

may or may not sit well with others.

As a legislator both at the City and

State levels, I have authored and

passed important legislation that

dealt with tourism, nursing short-

age, hurricane relief fund, real prop-

erty tax reduction, and settlements

that have saved millions in taxpay-

ers’ money. Over the years, I have

listened to constituents’ concerns

and will continue to do so.” 

gracE MarlEnE
caSTillO
seat running for: hawaii

County Council, district 3

Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “As the

Hawaii State Constitution states, I

recognize my obligations and re-

sponsibilities and have every inten-

tion to continue to give back to my

community by upholding the right

of every individual to their enjoy-

ment of life, liberty and the pursuit

of happiness.”

Background: Graduate of Hilo

High School. Retired from the

Hawaii County Police Department

as sergeant and detective. Worked

over 30 years with community

groups and individuals to deter

crime, respond to calls for assis-

tance, keep the peace and diffuse

potentially volatile situations. 

Priorities: “As a community,

we need to reconnect with our youth

and other at-risk individuals and

help guide them in the right direc-

tion. We need to help make Hilo a

safer and more favorable place to

live and conduct business. We need

to consider alternative energy

sources so our families and friends

aren’t handcuffed by utility bills and

we must provide care for our

kupuna and disadvantaged mem-

bers of the community.” 

rOgEr clEMEnTE
seat running for: State House,
district 35
Party affiliation: republican

Why I am Running: “I’m run-

ning to represent the people and

offer solutions. My family migrated

from the Philippines and I was

raised in Kalihi, attended Kalihi Kai

Elementary School, Kalakaua Inter-

mediate and Farrington High

School. I graduated from Kapiolani

Community College and Hawaii

Pacific University where I earned a

Bachelor’s degree and was accepted

into the Master’s program.”

Background: Work experience

in management spans the private in-

dustry and government. Worked in

the hotel industry for over 35 years

and as hotel instructor at a travel

school. Currently works full-time at

the City’s Elderly Affairs Division

and part-time with a research com-

pany.

Priorities: “Better education

for our children so they can be pre-

pared to meet the demands of the

future, more affordable health ben-

efits for everyone, a safer commu-

nity and a strong, sustainable

economy. We are also overburdened

with high taxes and government

must be more transparent, efficient

and accountable to the people.”

TY J.K. cUllEn
seat running for: State House,
district 39
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “I love

my community and will continue to

work hard to preserve this special

place that is filled with great people,

cultures and history, so the future

generations can excel.”

Background: Currently serves

as the State representative for House

District 39 and has held office for

the past 6 years. Born in Hawaii and

raised in Waipahu. Foundation was

established through the experiences

of family, mentors and friends. Eth-

nic background is Hawaiian, Irish,

Filipino and Japanese. Educational

institutions were St. Joseph School

in Waipahu, Damien Memorial

High School and the University of

Hawaii-Manoa. Achieved dual de-

grees in political science and soci-

ology, and a master’s degree in

public administration. Organize and

actively participate in projects that

care for communities like graffiti

paint outs and community clean–up

projects. Participates with HPD in

the Keiki I.D. and Community Traf-

(continued on page 5)
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fic Awareness Program. Was also

selected for and completed numer-

ous leadership programs including

Filipino Youth Leadership Program

and Pacific Century Fellows.

Priorities: “Prioritizing the

state budget, re-investing in our

safety net, supporting long-range in-

frastructure projects, and creating

jobs for local families. I will do this

by being honest with everyone, car-

ing about others and actively listen-

ing, communicating and

collaborating. 

gracE dEi larSOn
seat running for: state house,

district 2

Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “As a

young advocate for change in gov-

ernment, I have an obligation to do

my duty as a naturalized citizen of

this country and a resident of my

district in Hilo. My family members

and friends encouraged me to run

for public office. Most of them are

old, sickly and low-income earners.

I can feel their agony, pain and dif-

ficulty in getting by from paycheck

to paycheck. I am fed up with the

status quo of the government. Cor-

ruption in Hawaii government is too

rampant.”

Background: Born and raised

in the Philippines. Earned Bache-

lor’s in mass communications at

Holy Cross College of Davao. Stud-

ied law at the University of Min-

danao but did not finish due to

financial challenges. Elected Youth

Leader (Sangguniang Kabataan) in

the Philippines from 1996-2002.

Moved to Hawaii in 2008 and vol-

unteered at the County Immigration

Office in Hilo and for the Legal Aid

Society of Hawaii. 

Priorities: “A green and safe

environment, target drug abuse and

dealers, organize more neighbor-

hood watches to lessen crime, in-

crease salaries of teachers and

first-line emergency responders and

open law school at UH-Hilo.”

dOnOvan dEla crUz
seat running for: State Senate,
district 22
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “We need

to make Hawaii globally competi-

tive, reverse our brain drain and

align education with local indus-

tries, create jobs and diversify our

economy. We have to create new in-

dustries and revive certain indus-

tries from our past such as

agriculture. Further, we need to

focus on public-private partnerships

to resolve serious issues such as af-

fordable housing and homelessness.

The State lacks the funding and ex-

pertise to develop and achieve some

immediate solutions. Partnering

with the private sector helps us to

address these issues.”

Background: Graduated from

Leilehua High School, received

BA in journalism and communica-

tions studies from the University of

Oregon, received Master’s in pub-

lic administration from Argosy

University. Currently working to-

wards a Doctor of Architecture de-

gree from UH-Manoa’s School of

Architecture. Elected in 2002 to

the Honolulu City Council where

he served as chair. Since being

elected to the Senate, chaired three

different committees—Water,

Land and Housing; Economic De-

velopment, Government Opera-

tions, and Housing; and

Government Operations. As vice-

chair of Ways and Means, he has

worked with colleagues to create

the State’s $2 billion capital im-

provement project budget, which

includes various appropriations to

improve current public facilities

and invest in new areas to spur the

local economy. 

Priorities: “Hawaii must

make agriculture a priority. We im-

port over 90 percent of our food,

yet allocate less than 1 percent of

funding to support local farmers.

Secondly, we must connect educa-

tion with local industries. Hawaii

has a severe brain drain problem.

We must create pathways in our

public schools that align curricu-

lum with career so students gradu-

ate with specific skill sets and are

“career ready.” Lastly, we must

continue to forge public-private

partnerships in developing afford-

able housing. The State owns land

along many public transportation

corridors as well as in the urban

core. We have to look at housing as

one component of a mixed-use

community that includes jobs and

public transportation to lower the

cost of living and improve people’s

quality of life.”

nESTOr l. dOMingO
seat running for: Hawaii
county council, district 7
Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “My

skills as an engineer gained during

my 29 years of military service and

21 years as a civilian flight test en-

gineer for the U. S. Air Force

would benefit the County. I have

learned the necessary skills and ex-

perience to solve complex issues or

problems from working with large

defense contractors such as Lock-

heed-Martin Aeronautics Com-

pany, Boeing, Northrop-Grumman

and other government agencies. I

also see a need to represent and

give voice to the many ethnic

groups, including the large Filipino

community within the district.”

Background: Earned Bache-

lor’s in engineering from Califor-

nia State University- Northridge

(CSUN) and Master’s in engineer-

ing from CSUN. Is a licensed en-

gineer in California. Served in the

U. S. Navy from 1974 to 2003.

Began in the enlisted ranks (E-1)

and retired as a chief warrant offi-

cer 4 (CWO-4) after 29 years and

2 months of honorable and faithful

service. Served as a weapons inte-

gration flight test engineer for U.

S. Air Force at the Air Force Flight

Test Center at Edwards Air Force

Base in California from 1991 to

2012. Was involved with the devel-

opment, testing and evaluation of

the B-2 Spirit Stealth Bomber, the

F-22 Raptor Air Superiority

Fighter and the F-35 Lightning II

Joint Strike Fighter. 

Priorities: “Homelessness—I

will work with the district to build

a 300-unit housing facility for the

homeless and unsheltered mem-

bers of the island community. No

tax increases—I will work to ex-

pand the tax base by supporting

tourism and farming. I will encour-

age new businesses that will in turn

hire employees, who will in turn

pay taxes. Eliminate wasteful

spending of taxpayer money—I

will see to it that we are getting the

most out of the money that we are

spending. I will also protect

aquifers to provide clean water for

residents and for agriculture use,

and promote diversity and ethnic

pride among Filipinos to showcase

our rich culture. I promise to listen

to the constituents. People tell me

that the current council is not lis-

tening to their concerns or meeting

their needs.”

Will ESpErO
seat running for: State Sen-
ate, district 19
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “I want

to continue working to improve

Hawaii and help my district.”

Background: Graduate of

Seattle University. Is vice-presi-

dent of the Senate and currently the

highest ranking Filipino in state

and city government. Served for 17

years in the State Legislature dur-

ing which 92 of his bills were

passed. Also worked for eight

years in the administration of

Mayor Frank Fasi in charge of

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board sys-

tem.

Priorities: “Affordable hous-

ing, building a strong economy, job

creation, space tourism, police re-

form, prison reform, building out

of UH-West Oahu and air condi-

tioning for public schools.” 

MargariTa “daYdaY”
HOpKinS
seat running for: hawaii

County Council, district 2

Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “To

bring a voice of hope and common

sense. The County Council should

do more than react to existing pro-

grams and push “pet” agendas. I

will be a voice for realistic employ-

ment opportunities for all of our

community—job creation with liv-

able wages, partnerships for afford-

able housing and reducing

homelessness, support for alterna-

tive sources of energy, and devel-

opment of sustainable agriculture

production technology—while

avoiding waste and increases in the

tax rate.”

Background: Lived and

worked on the Big Island for 28

years, including 23 years as a

county economic development spe-

cialist and operating small, family-

owned farms.  Earned a Master’s

degree in agriculture economics

and completed coursework for my

PhD. Formal education in eco-

nomic development was enhanced

through 10 years working overseas

on economic development pro-

grams. Gained insight, knowledge

and understanding of how govern-

ment and private sector operates.  

Priorities: “To change the cul-

ture of the Council to one in which

we proactively meet the needs of the

community based on our resources.

We need realistic community devel-

opment plans. We cannot expect the

State and Federal governments to

save us from ourselves. We must do

something about homelessness. I

am willing to try new ideas.  Provid-

ing minimal, yet safe, temporary

shelter is better than keeping people

on the streets because of the short-

age of low-cost housing. I will also

support private efforts that create

jobs with livable wages, cooperate

with the private sector to increase

production and distribution of alter-

native energy and support all of our

farmers.”

grEggOr ilagan 
seat running for: state senate,

district 2

Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “I feel an

enduring gratitude to the people for

the opportunities that have been

given to me. It is my obligation to

pay it forward. My experience on

the Hawaii County Council gave

me a special insight as to the role

State government can play by coor-

dinating with the counties to better

(continued on page 6)
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serve the people. Now that I have

been on the County Council for al-

most four years, I understand that

honest and effective leadership not

only improves the material aspects

of a community, it also brings a

spirit and feeling of well-being.” 

Background: Immigrated to

Hawaii at age 7 from the Philip-

pines. Was educated in the public

school system and served with the

Hawaii Air National Guard. Ran in

2012 for the County Council and

was elected. Has worked hard to

represent his district. Will continue

to work for a better tomorrow and

start each day by renewing his com-

mitment to core values of integrity,

remembering the people and excel-

lence with aloha.

Priorities: “My campaign plat-

form is H.E.A.R.T., which stands

for Health, Education, Environ-

ment, Employment, Affordable

Housing, Resiliency and Trans-

portation. 

Health is my top priority,

specifically the looming shortage

of doctors in rural areas. I intend to

work with Hawaii’s medical com-

munity to address issues and make

Hawaii more desirable for medical

professionals. Another priority is

education. Everything we are as a

society is built on the foundation of

knowledge passed on through the

education of each succeeding gen-

eration. One area of education I in-

tend to concentrate on is financial

literacy and being a smarter con-

sumer.”

gilBErT S.c.
KEiTH-agaran
seat running for: State Sen-
ate, district 5
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “I have

served as Central Maui’s state sen-

ator since 2013 and state represen-

tative since 2009. I have applied

lessons learned as a community

and church volunteer. I have the

experience, knowledge and skills

as a practicing attorney and former

state and county department direc-

tor in addressing local and

statewide challenges. 

I am committed to community

service.” 

Background: Attended Maui

High School, earned B.A. from

Yale College and J.D. from Boalt

Hall School of Law at the Univer-

emergency services. Moreover, I

devoted countless hours meeting

with my fellow residents on a reg-

ular basis. My community involve-

ment includes doing site

inspections to identify areas in

need of improvements, giving

monthly reports at Neighborhood

Board meetings, speaking at com-

munity association meetings and

participating in school and youth

events. I am also a member of the

Mililani Lions Club and other civic

organizations.”

Background: Attended Iolani

School, UCLA (Bachelor’s) and

Georgetown University Law Cen-

ter (JD). Former State senator and

representative. 

Priorities: “To ensure that my

district receives its fair share of

funds and resources for basic core

services; urge HART to implement

greater cost controls and more ac-

curate cost analysis with respect to

the rail project, and ensure that the

agency completes the project in a

manner that will ultimately address

the transportation needs of my con-

stituents in Central and Leeward

Oahu; implement a comprehensive

action plan that I am working on to

address homelessness in my dis-

trict; get the City to fulfill its com-

mitment to the rehabilitation of

Varona Village; continue to push

for improvements to the Patsy T.

Mink Central Oahu Regional Park

(CORP) and Waipio Peninsula

Soccer Complex; and promote

measures to address the transporta-

tion needs of West Oahu resi-

dents.”

SHirlEnE d. OSTrOv
seat running for: U.S. House
of representatives, district 1
Party affiliation: republican

Why I am Running: “I can

bring my leadership skills to the

table that will help the people of

Hawaii and our nation. The current

administration is marked by knee-

jerk partisanship, massive debt and

unfunded liabilities. It’s a sad situ-

ation. I believe I have the skill set

that might be able to take on these

complex challenges. I know I can

make a difference.”

Background: a retired U.S.

Air Force colonel with more than

23 years of active duty service. Is

president and CEO of Ares Mobil-

ity Solutions, a logistics consulting

firm, and co-founder and board

chair for Halau Nohona Hawaii,  a

501(c)3 non-profit Hawaiian cul-

tural school located in Washington,

DC. Also serves on the board of di-

rectors for the Women’s Mentoring

Network, a nationwide organiza-

tion dedicated to helping women.

Holds Master's degree in organiza-

tional leadership from George

Washington University and MBA

from Troy State University and

Bachelor's in political science from

the University of Florida. 

Priorities: “National security

is my first priority. Hawaii’s mili-

tary is the cornerstone of America’s

security infrastructure. Recent dis-

cussions that call for the removal

sity of California-Berkeley. Is a

partner in Takitani Agaran & Jor-

gensen, LLP. Served as director of

Maui Department of Public Works

& Environmental Management

from 2003-2005; chaired the

Hawaii Board of Land & Natural

Resources from 2000-2002; served

as director of the State Department

of Labor & Industrial Relations in

2000, as deputy director of the

State Department of Commerce &

Consumer Affairs from 1999-2000,

as deputy director of the State De-

partment of Land & Natural Re-

sources from 1995-98 and as an

associate with Carlsmith Ball LLP

from 1987-94. Served on non-

profit and community boards, in-

cluding the Community Clinic of

Maui, Maui Food Bank, A Keiki’s

Dream, Maui Memorial Medical

Center Foundation, Maui Leader-

ship Council to the Hawaii Com-

munity Foundation, Tri-Isle

Resource Conservation and Devel-

opment Council, Hawaii Justice

Foundation, and Legal Aid Society

of Hawaii, among others. Also

served on the Maui High School

Community Council before being

appointed to the Legislature.

Priorities: “I apply simple val-

ues of hard work, education and

fair treatment. Community means

serving others, maintaining con-

nections and being involved in

school, church, kids’ sports and

county activities. Those values,

along with my experience and

knowledge as a practicing attorney

and a State and County administra-

tor, remain foundational in my

public service. My family, like

other immigrants, shared the sim-

ple dream of a better life. We now

must take on the same responsibil-

ity and make Maui a better place to

live, work, play, and raise our fam-

ilies. Improving public education,

supporting employment opportu-

nity and providing adequate hous-

ing remain continuing challenges

for Maui.”

dOnna MErcadO KiM
seat running for: State Sen-
ate, district 14
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “To con-

tinue serving the residents of Dis-

trict 14. The voters of District 14

need a strong voice. An advocate

has to be willing to speak publicly

on issues and problems. This is re-

flected in my investigations into

wasteful and ineffective spending

practices in our highways and air-

ports operations, abuse of overtime

among some public employees,

salary overpayments by state agen-

cies, and the “Wonder Blunder” at

the University of Hawaii, among

others. These actions are the hall-

mark of my work on behalf of the

people of my district. I believe my

willingness to speak publicly on

these problems has helped to shed

light on the often overlooked over-

sight responsibilities of legisla-

tors.”

Background: The 34 years I

have devoted to public service in

the City Council, House of Repre-

sentatives and Senate have given

me the experience and know-how

vital to building legislative rela-

tionships and developing the laws

and public services that address the

needs of my constituents, as well as

to provide the authority and insight

required to identify government

mismanagement and hold public

agencies accountable to taxpayers. 

Priorities: “(1) The growing

traffic congestion, specifically in

the Red Hill/ Moanalua/ Fort

Shafter areas. I’ve joined district

legislators in proposing several so-

lutions for this problem. (2) We

must invest more money in the

maintenance of our infrastructure,

particularly our schools, highways

and other public facilities. My past

investigation into the spending

practices of the highways division

demonstrates that our money is not

even being spent, let alone spent

wisely. (3) Taxes are a worry of my

constituents, who are mindful of

not only income and general excise

taxes but the rising costs of every-

day living, such as utilities, govern-

ment fees, user fees and other

expenses. I’ve consistently op-

posed tax hikes, including the pro-

posed increase in fuel taxes, while

demanding that government exer-

cise discipline and prudence in its

spending practices. (4) Homeless

and the availability of affordable

housing. (5) The rising cost of

health care, particularly costly

long-term care and public services

for a growing senior population;

and a need for more accountability

and efficiency on the part of our

government agencies.”

JOEY ManaHan

seat running for: Honolulu
city council, district 7
Party affiliation: non-partisan

Why I am Running: “Public

service has been a passion ever

since I can remember and I have

worked hard to understand the leg-

islative process from the ground

up. Most importantly, I believe that

respect is earned through hard

work and dedication. Leadership is

service, and I’ve worked tirelessly

to represent my community’s inter-

ests on the City Council.”

Background: Currently serves

as the chair of the Committee on

Transportation and as vice chair of

the Committee on Budget. Prior to

serving on the City Council from

2012 to present, he was a member

of the State House of Representa-

tives from 2006-2012, where he

served as the House vice speaker

and as chairman and vice chairman

of the House Committee on

Tourism from 2008-2010 and

2006-2008, respectively. Earned

his BA in communications from

UH-Manoa.

Priorities: “I am grateful to

Hawaii’s Filipino community for a

decade of serving in elected office

and for the progress we have made

over the years. I am humbly asking

for their continued support.” 

rOSE MarTinEz
seat running for: State
House, district 40
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “The rich

history of Ewa Beach, diverse cul-

ture and warm hearts of the people

are the driving factors that inspire

me. I have an honest desire and vi-

sion for a better quality of life for

this place we call home.” 

Background: A longtime res-

ident of Ewa Beach, mother and a

wife. Her years in the community

and experience as a public health

professional, educator, legislative

analyst and now a small business

owner have given her the right per-

spective on the issues that matter

the most in the community.

Priorities: “My priorities are

in the areas of the economy, envi-

ronment and education. The quality

of education in our public school

system needs improvement. En-

couraging and attracting businesses

are the main goals of my cam-

paign, as well as supporting tax and

budget policies that encourage eco-

nomic growth. Through education,

teaching and practice of sustain-

ability and climate change mitiga-

tion, we can protect and preserve

the environment for future genera-

tions.” 

rOn MEnOr
seat running for: city coun-
cil, district 9
Party affiliation: non-Partisan

Why I am Running: “To con-

tinue serving my constituents. Dur-

ing my first term, I fought for and

obtained basic core services for my

district, including improvements to

our roads, parks, and sidewalks,

expansion to bus service, and ade-

quate police and fire protection and

(from page 5, FILIPINOS...)
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte Tipon

Marcos v. Robredo Election Protest – Will
It Fly?

e choose

to go to

the moon

in this

d e c a d e

and do

the other

things, not because they are

easy, but because they are

hard.” – President John F.

Kennedy, on why we should

fly to the moon.

On June 29, 2016, Ferdi-

nand “Bongbong” Romualdez

Marcos, Jr. filed an election

protest against Maria Leonor

“Leni” Gerona Robredo, who

was proclaimed the winner for

the position of vice president

of the Philippines in the May

9 election by a reported mar-

gin of 263,473 votes. This is

considered a small margin by

most observers. Robredo re-

portedly obtained 14,418,817

votes to Marcos’ 14,155,344

votes.

Marcos personally filed

his protest with the Presiden-

tial Electoral Tribunal (PET)

at the Supreme Court accom-

panied by hundreds of sup-

porters. The petition consisted

of more than 1,000 pages with

about 20,000 pages of sup-

porting documents. The

Supreme Court is also the

Presidential Electoral Tribu-

nal.

He questioned the results

in 39,221 clustered precincts

in 25 provinces and 5 cities,

which involve about 9 million

votes. He asked for the re-

opening of the ballot boxes

and a recounting of the ballots.

The protest is based on

three grounds: (1) defective

vote counting machines; (2)

traditional modes of election

irregularities, like vote buying,

intimidation, pre-shading of

ballots, failure of elections,

etc.; and (3) unauthorized in-

troduction by an employee of

Smartmatic (the vote counting

machine provider) of a new

“hash code” or script program

into the transparency server of

peached or otherwise taken

care of and Robredo would be-

come president. The real “Plan

B” was to elect Grace Poe.

Thus, even though she was not

qualified to be president, a ma-

jority of the Supreme Court,

all Aquino appointees, held

that she was qualified. If this

same majority remains in the

Supreme Court to hear and de-

cide the Marcos protest, can

Marcos expect a fair and im-

partial adjudication of his

protest? As Judge Posner

pointed out in his book “How

Judges Think,” the U.S.

Supreme Court is a “political

court”. The justices decide

cases according to the position

of the political party of the

President who appointed

them, according to John Dean,

former counsel of President

Nixon. The same might be

said of the Philippine Supreme

Court (which is also the PET).

The latest news is that the

Marcos protest has been as-

signed to the newest appointee

to the Supreme Court who was

Aquino’s classmate. 

Many believe that Presi-

dent Duterte will “help” Mar-

cos because they are friends

and that he would be more

comfortable with Marcos as

vice president. What this

“help” will be has not been ar-

ticulated. One way is to have

the system resulting in

changes in the vote count. 

Marcos claimed that the

votes presumptively obtained

by Robredo were the products

of various electoral frauds and

irregularities and that Marcos’

votes were significantly re-

duced to make it appear that

he only placed second. He

claimed that about 3 million

votes were taken from him. 

Marcos asked the PET to

annul the proclamation of Ro-

bredo as vice president and to

proclaim him instead as the

duly elected vice president. 

Two losing vice presiden-

tial candidates in earlier elec-

tions filed election protests

challenging the “winning can-

didate” – Loren Legarda v.

Manuel de Castro, and Mar

Roxas v. Jejomar Binay. Noth-

ing came out of their protests. 

Will the Marcos protest

fly? Based on the allegations,

it will fly. But how far will it

fly?  If there is a will there is a

way to reach the destination

despite strong headwinds,

such as:

1. Money. Many people

believe that the Marcoses have

billions of money. But where

is the money and do they have

access to such money? People

wonder whether Marcos used

everything necessary during

the campaign?  According to

an observer, why did he not go

to Duterte (who reportedly ex-

pressed reluctance to run for

lack of money) and say,

“Rody, let’s run together. Here

is 50 million pesos to start

with. If you agree, I will give

more and finance the cam-

paign.” Marcos would have

won easily with Duterte. For

the protest, is Marcos ready,

willing, and able to spend at

least 100 million pesos or

whatever it takes to bring the

protest to a successful conclu-

sion? Will he and can he

legally accept contributions to

finance the protest?

2. evidence. Does Marcos

have relevant, credible, and

admissible evidence to estab-

lish by the required standard

of proof that the alleged elec-

tion irregularities occurred and

that they materially affected

the outcome of the election to

the prejudice of Marcos, in

that without such irregularities

Marcos would have won?

Marcos says he has “clear and

convincing evidence”. Vere-

mos. 

3. time. How long will it

take for the PET to decide the

case?  Robredo will ask for an

extension of time to file an an-

swer and counter-protest. The

presentation of evidence by

Marcos will take many

months. Then Robredo will

present evidence to support

her counter-protest, which will

take months. Robredo is ex-

pected to do everything to

delay the case. She will chal-

lenge every ballot, object to

every exhibit, cross-examine

every one who signed an affi-

davit, and question every step

taken by Marcos. She will file

motions for postponement.

Unlike American courts,

Philippine courts are generous

in granting postponements. 

Marcos reportedly said

that he believes the PET will

not take long to resolve this

case because he has plenty of

evidence and he has taken a

different approach. How dif-

ferent is his approach from

those of Legarda and Roxas in

their protests? Marcos submit-

ted as part of his petition the

voluminous documents consti-

tuting his evidence. This is a

good legal strategy because

these pieces of evidence now

form part of the record. The

PET cannot simply ignore

them, although it could strike

them out. 

If Marcos will simply ask

the PET to have the ques-

tioned ballots inserted in at

least 100 untampered vote

counting machines and get the

total votes, then the protest can

be finished in a month. But if

the result is against him and he

presents evidence to establish

the other grounds of the

protest, then it will take a lot

of time. However, it can be

speeded up if he avails fully of

pretrial discovery methods fre-

quently used in the U.S. but

rarely used in the Philippines.

4. impartial tribunal.

Will the PET be a fair and im-

partial tribunal? Or will it be

beholden to former President

Aquino who appointed most

of its members? It has been

said that Robredo was

Aquino’s “Plan B” (actually it

was “Plan C”) to perpetuate

his party in power - if Roxas

could not win, at least Ro-

bredo would be made to win.

Then in a reportedly sinister

plot Duterte would be im-

“W

(continued on page 9)
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of 20,000 troops from our islands

will impact national security and

our local economy. With my expe-

rience, I can be vigilant on all these

issues and serve as your definitive

voice to protect Hawaii's interests.

Runaway federal spending is ham-

pering Hawaii’s economy. Every

wasted dollar means higher taxes.

We must reduce waste and use our

resources wisely. I hope to bring a

pragmatic discipline to the govern-

ment budget, emphasize fiscal re-

sponsibility and bring wasteful

spending down, which will trans-

late to lower taxes for Hawaii. Vet-

erans' care is of upmost concern to

me. I want to ensure that every vet-

eran has access to the care they

need. I want to see real reforms in

the VA, spurred by tough oversight

from Congress and competition

from the private sector. Our nation

has a sacred obligation to serve

veterans as well as they served

her.”

JOHn p. rOcO
seat running for: U.S. Senate
party affiliation: republican

Why I am Running: “Govern-

ment” is not listening to the people,

like passing “elitist laws” for bath-

rooms in schools. The transgender

bathroom law in Washington state

allows any man to enter a girls’

bathroom and the federal transgen-

der school directive would penalize

schools and withhold funds. This is

dangerous for women and girls. We

need balance. I will provide balance

against the overstepping of govern-

of finding a path forward to-

gether.”

Political rhetoric is often

cheap. But Lynch got emo-

tional.

“[W]e must remind our-

selves that we are all Ameri-

cans—and that, as Americans,

we share not just a common

land, but a common life. Not

just a common goal, but a com-

mon heart and soul,” Lynch

said. “I implore you not to let

this week precipitate a new

normal in this county. I ask you

to turn to each other not against

each other as we move for-

ward. Let us support one an-

other. Let us help heal one

another. And I urge you to re-

member, today and every day

that we are one nation, one

people and we stand together.”

Okay, I’m in. But if it does-

n’t work, art can be an answer,

when the real world seems to

be spinning out of control. 

eMil guillerMo is an

award-winning journalist and

commentator who writes from

Northern California. He re-

cently won the 2015 Dr.

Suzanne Ahn Award for Civil

Rights and Social Justice from

the Asian American Journal-

ists Association California.

CANDID PERSPECTIVES (from page 3, DALLAS...)

(COVER STORY from page 6, FILIPINOS...)

he entire country

celebrates, and

the world, espe-

cially our neigh-

bors in the

Region, hail the

UN arbitral rul-

ing on our maritime dispute

with China over the West

Philippine Sea.

The man of the hour is of

course former President Be-

nigno Simeon Aquino who is

described as the only President

who has stood against China in

Court. President Aquino with-

stood all pressure from some

who thought that the country

was like a David fighting a Go-

liath and therefore it was per-

haps more prudent to give up

the fight. This was when we re-

alized that the stubborn trait

which he inherited from both

his parents could be a most

valuable trait of a leader in

times of crisis where what was

important was to be steadfast in

your conviction. He further

noted that this ruling is a

“game-changer, ” a victory not

only for the country but also for

the world as it brought a “clar-

ity” on how nations should en-

gage with one another based on

the rule of law.

Now, the ball is in Presi-

dent Duterte’s court. We ap-

plaud his speedy response –

convening the cabinet and

planning the next steps which

analysts note must now focus

on the political and diplomatic

phase. According to Presiden-

tial spokesperson Ernesto

Abella, the administration is

preparing “the right response at

the right time,” and that it will

proceed with sobriety and re-

straint,” a view shared by an in-

ternational analyst who said the

Philippines must not antago-

nize China. Which is likewise

shared by local analysts who

however add that this should be

done within the framework of

the rule of law and respect for

the country’s historic right.

The decision is final and

non-appealable. According to

protocol, the Philippines and

China can now go to the Con-

ciliation Commission of UNC-

LOS, the UN commission on

the Law of the Sea. CHEXIT

has been coined as the buzz-

word of the hour as netizens

and people from various parts

of the world rallied in support

of what is now seen as a mile-

stone that goes beyond the dis-

puted waters. The greatest

victor is the maritime sector,

says one analyst and we still

have to hear about the many

environmental implications of

the decision. The decision has

shown that international law is

the greatest equalizer, accord-

ing to former Foreign Affairs

T
Secretary Albert del Rosario,

one of the courageous champi-

ons when he gave the closing

remarks after the announce-

ment of the decision. Paul Re-

ichler, one of the five foreign

lawyers which assisted our

likewise very able Philippine

panel led by SC Associate Jus-

tices Francis Jardeleza and

Antionio Carpio noted that in-

ternational law was the best

safeguard against war, de-

struction and chaos. We con-

gratulate both our local and

foreign legal panels which

won for us all the 15 points

that we sought. The gist of the

tribunal ruling was that China

violated the sovereign rights in

our exclusive economic zone

by: (1) interfering with the

Philippine fishing and petro-

leum exploration; (2) con-

structing artificial islands and

(3) failing to prevent Chinese

fishermen from fishing in the

zone.

The tribunal held that fish-

ermen from the Philippines

(like those from China) had

traditional fishing rights at

Scarborough Shoal and that

China had interfered with

these rights by restricting ac-

cess. It also held that Chinese

law enforcement vessels had

unlawfully created a serious

risk of collision when they

physically obstructed vessels

plying the route. By imposing

an illegal nine-dash claim, it

inflicted environmental dam-

age to the most diverse marine

environment in the world.

But China had rejected the

ruling saying that it is “null and

void” and that it would con-

tinue with its reclamation and

construction in the sites over

which it claims sovereignty. To

date, it has transformed what

used to be half-submerged

reefs into islands totaling 13

square kilometers on which it

has built sizable military and

civilian infrastructure. It has

constructed in Scarborough

Shoal an air defense identifica-

tion zone which had made

many believe that that it could

use military action to enforce

its claims.

The political and diplo-

matic route which the country

is asked to take is that of

strengthening its ties with

neighbors in the region espe-

cially Japan and Vietnam and

fellow claimants with whom it

could now embark on how they

can embark on a collective

venture in the disputed terri-

tory. It should also strengthen

ties with the United States

which said the “world is watch-

ing” and that if it wants respect

as a responsible global power,

it should abid by the arbitral

court ruling. Analysts believe

that this historic ruling could

provide the opportunity for

Asians to unite in enforcing the

rule of law as their countries

are equally vulnerable.

(www.mb.com.ph)

ment power, which has gone way

too far. This is tyranny of the “elite,”

who think they know better, endan-

gering our women and “girls.” 

Background: Holds master’s

degrees in counseling psychology

and general psychology. Fulfilled all

requirements for a Ph.D. in clinical

psychology, except dissertation,

practicum and internship due to a

disabling car accident. 

Priorities: “Immigration, edu-

cation, military, the environment,

foster care and religious freedom.”

JOY a. 
San BUEnavEnTUra
seat running for: State House,
district 4
Party affiliation: democrat

Why I am Running: “Puna is

one of the most economically-dis-

advantaged districts in Hawaii and

has suffered two recent major disas-

ters—Hurricane Iselle and the 2014

lava flow. In my first term, I passed

laws that addressed the home insur-

ance problem and acquired funding

for an alternate road into lower

Puna, both of which were sorely

needed when the lava flow threat-

ened to cut off Puna from the rest of

the island and caused insurance car-

riers to cancel policies despite long

term payment of premiums by resi-

dents. I am running for re-election

because I haven’t finished what I

started. An alternate road, although

funded, has not been built and there

remains a hole in the lava insur-

ance program. My main focus of

helping working families by pre-

venting creditor attachment of all

assets has not yet passed. I also

want to ensure that lawmakers un-

derstand the effects of the laws that

they create on everyday working

people.”

Background: Current vice-

chair of the State House Judiciary

Committee. Passed more laws than

any other freshman legislator and

was the only non-chair on the con-

ference committee that created the

Medical Marijuana Dispensary

Law. Graduated with a J.D. from

the University of California-Hast-

ings College of the Law. Worked as

an attorney for over 30 years rep-

resenting working families. Volun-

teered for the Self-Help Clinic, as

a mediator with Kuikahi Media-

tion, as an arbitrator with the Court

Annexed Arbitration Program and

as an attorney with Volunteer Legal

Services of Hawaii.

Priorities: “I want to ensure

that Puna residents have the same

access to medical care, jobs and in-

frastructure that other Hawaii resi-

dents enjoy. Access means

ensuring a transportation corridor

such as an alternate road or harbor

in and out of Puna and ensuring

drivable roads for private subdivi-

sions. Also, to ensure that Puna,

which has the highest number of

medical marijuana certificate hold-

ers and many farmers, continues to

have a voice in the drafting of the

laws creating the Medical Mari-

juana Dispensary Industry which is

in its infancy, so that it becomes

pro-patient and pro-farmer and not

big pharma.”

A Moral and Legal Victory
By Florangel Rosario Braid
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ur population

continues to age.

By 2030, the

Centers for Dis-

ease Control

(CDC) estimates

that there will be

70 million people, in which

19.5 million will be over 80

years old. By 2050, 22% of the

population will be elderting of

trauma, geriatric patients are

undertriaged,  underdiagnosed,

and undertreated.

Last May 25, I was tasked

by the Philippine Embassy in

Washington, DC to represent

our country in the eighth an-

nual Embassy Chef Challenge,

the leading international culi-

nary competition among the

diplomatic community in the

American capital. It was held

at the Atrium of the Ronald

Reagan Building and Interna-

tional Trade Center in Wash-

ington, DC.

As our ambassador to the

US, Jose Cuisia Jr., said:

“Though this is the first time

that the Philippines will join

the Embassy Chef Challenge,

O

The Making of the Award-Winning ‘Bringhe’
in Washington, DC

it is a significant step for our

culinary diplomacy as cultural

and economic objectives drive

our participation. We want to

celebrate our cuisine, bridge

cultural differences and pro-

mote Philippine ingredients

and products.”

Each of the 17 participat-

ing embassies had their re-

spective chefs preparing one

dish paired with one drink as

the main vehicle for fostering

cultural diplomacy. They were

to impress some 1,000 paying

guests and five professional

judges for the much-coveted

People’s Choice and Judges’

Choice Awards.

Our entry was dubbed

“Flavors of the Philippines in a

bite” and the daunting task of

choosing what dish would best

represent our cuisine was nar-

rowed down by our Agriculture

Attaché Josyline Javelosa’s re-

quest to use Filipino products

marketed in the US, namely

Cordillera heirloom rice, ban-

gus (milkfish) and bottled cala-

mansi extract. Interpolating

from these three ingredients, I

came up with the bringhe fiesta

rice dish, adding Cebu’s dried

mangoes, Bicol’s pili nuts, and

Pampanga’s Claude’9 Taba ng

Talangka (crab fat) as my se-

cret ingredient. 

Bagging the People’s

Choice Award could only have

been possible with such

world-class ingredients, sup-

ported by a very enthusiastic

embassy staff, an outpouring

of a rah-rah squadron from the

hundreds of kababayans who

attended, coming from the

DC-Maryland-Virginia area

(many of whom took a day off

from work with the event

falling on a midweek night)

and the sponsorship of the US-

Philippine Society, Philippine

Airlines (flying us on Business

Class so we were well-fed and

well-rested after the 20-hour

flight to New York), Seafood

City Supermarket (which

shipped in most of the Pinoy

ingredients from the West

coast) and 13 Degrees North

for bringing in mixologist

Enzo Lim with his calamansi,

rum, ginger, and pineapple

juice cocktail drink. Last but

not least, my darleng Mary

Ann, who worked her butt off

molding more than half of the

thousand bringhe portions. As

they say, “For every successful

man is a woman’s behind”

(wink, wink). (www.philstar.com)

recipe file: bringhe (fiesta rice dish,
aka arroz Valenciana)
Serves 8-10 persons

ingredients:

2 tbsp cooking oil

1 tbsp minced garlic

1/4 cup chopped onion

2 cups black or violet glutinous rice (Pirurutong), presoaked

in water for 30 minutes

1 cup Tinawon or any white rice, presoaked in water for 30

minutes

4-6 cups fish stock

1/2 cup coconut milk

4 tbsp patis (fish sauce) and pepper to taste

1 cup fried pinipig (unsweetened rice crispies)

1 each red and green bell pepper, cut into 1/4” x 1” strips

1/2 cup dried mangoes cut into 1/4” thin strips

1/2 cup glazed pili nuts, crushed

coarsely

1/2 8-oz bottle Claude ‘9 Taba ng Ta-

langka (crab fat)

Some micro greens like pea sprouts,

alfalfa sprouts, cilantro sprigs for gar-

nish

Banana leaves

Procedure for the bringhe:

■ Using a flat bottom 12” non-stick fry-

ing pan, heat oil and sauté garlic and

onion until translucent.

■ Drain soaked rice and add to pan and

continue sautéing for 1 minute.

■ Pour in fish stock and coconut milk.

Season with patis. Allow to simmer

over low heat until rice is cooked,

constantly stirring to prevent the bot-

tom from burning. Add water if nec-

essary.

■ Transfer cooked rice into a container

and set aside.

■ Using the same pan, line with banana

leaf.

■ Sprinkle evenly the pinipig (rice

crispies) over the banana leaves.

■ Place back the cooked rice onto the pan covering

the pinipig. Spread out evenly the bell pepper,

dried mango strips and pili nuts.

■ Put a lid and continue cooking over very low

heat to allow rice to steam. The rendered oil from

the coconut milk will fry the banana leaf and will

emit a fragrance. Once you hear a sizzling sound,

it’s time to turn off heat. A golden brown crust

called tutóng (Spanish socarrat) should be

formed by now.

■ Open lid and slide off the cooked Bringhe into a

serving plate. Neatly arrange the cooked bangus

pieces and top with taba ng talangka.

■ Top with cilantro sprigs or any micro green like

pea or alfalfa sprouts. Serve warm.

for the bangus topping

■ 1-400 gram premium-cut milkfish (bangus), cut

into serving pieces 1” x 2”. Marinade with the

content of one 8-oz Claude’9 Inasal Marinade

for at least 30 minutes:

■ 1/2 cup cooking oil for frying

Procedure:

■ Heat oil in a pan. Fry fish, about a minute on

each side.

■ Remove from pan and place in a plate. Keep

warm until needed.

TURO-TURO By Claude Tayag

the Comelec investigated. An-

other is to have a Supreme

Court (PET) majority not be-

holden to Aquino. 

5. absence of indignation

against robredo. To make an

election protest really fly, it

must be propelled by righteous

indignation against the

cheater. Robredo might have

benefitted from cheating, but

is there any evidence that she

did the cheating? There does

not appear to be a strong de-

sire to “kick the rascal out”

since she is no rascal. 

What happens to the Mar-

cos protest if 3 years from now

it has not been decided and

Marcos runs for the Senate or

if one year from now President

Duterte appoints Marcos to a

government post? Will PET

dismiss the protest for aban-

donment? The PET did this in

the case of Miriam Defensor

Santiago against Fidel Ramos

when she ran for the Senate.

Santiago challenged the PET’s

decision but the Supreme

Court (which was also the

PET) held that she had aban-

doned her “determination to

protect and pursue the public

interest involved in the matter

of who is the real choice of the

electorate.” Santiago v.

Ramos, 253 SCRA 55 (1996).

Under that silly decision, one

who files a protest cannot even

get a job to be able to eat and

to finance the cost of the

protest otherwise the protest

will be deemed abandoned.

This is another example of

“Famous Cases Make Bad

Law.”  PET should allow the

protest to continue even if

Marcos gets a job. The people

deserve to know the truth. 

atty. tiPon has a Master of
Laws degree from Yale Law
School and a Bachelor of Laws
degree from the University of the

Philippines. He specializes in im-
migration law and criminal de-
fense. Office: 900 Fort Street,
Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 96813.
Tel. (808) 225-2645. E-Mail: fil-
amlaw@yahoo.com. Websites:
www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.co
m. He is from Laoag City and
Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served
as an Immigration Officer. He is
co-author of “Immigration Law
Service, 1st ed.,” an 8-volume
practice guide for immigration of-
ficers and lawyers. This article is
a general overview of the subject
matter discussed and is not in-
tended as legal advice.

( WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY? from page 7, MARCOS ....)
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T
he U.S. Senate Appropriations

Committee recently approved

$16.7 million in federal funding

for the East-West Center, a non-profit

organization which promotes better re-

lations between the U.S. and countries

throughout the Asia-Pacific Region, in-

cluding the Philippines. 

U.S. Senator Brian Schatz, a mem-

ber of the Appropriations Committee,

worked to maintain federal funding lev-

els for the East-West Center, which di-

rectly supports the U.S. rebalance to the

Asia Pacific through cooperative study,

research, and dialogue with countries in

the region.

“The East-West Center has been key

to building personal relationships in a

region where they are essential to get-

ting things done,” says Sen. Schatz.

“These federal funds are an investment

that will help us deepen our relation-

ships, strengthen our national security,

improve regional cooperation, and en-

sure Hawaii continues to play a major

role in the rebalance to the Asia Pacific

region.”

The president requested $10.8 mil-

lion for the East-West Center in his

budget for FY 2017. Sen. Schatz

worked with his colleagues to keep

funding levels at $16.7 million.

Established by Congress in 1960,

the East-West Center has supported

over 62,000 alumni who have gone on

to distinguished careers in government,

academia, and business. Notable alumni

include Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri, recip-

ient of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize, an-

thropologist Dr. Ann Dunham Soetoro,

and several foreign heads of govern-

ment and policymakers.

Senate Approves $16.7 Million
For East-West Center

T
he Congress of Visayan Organi-

zations (COVO) will celebrate

its 30th Anniversary with an

evening gala scheduled for August 6,

2016 at the Ala Moana Hotel from 5:30

pm to 11 pm. This year’s theme is “Hon-

oring the Past, Celebrating the Present,

Inspiring the Future.”

As the statewide umbrella organiza-

tion of affiliated Visayan organizations

in the state, COVO’s objectives are to

organize and unify Visayan organiza-

tions in Hawaii, perpetuate the Visayan

language and cultural traditions, and as-

sist in the educational, social and eco-

nomic advancement of Visayans in the

larger Hawaii community. 

Tickets to the gala are $65 each. For

more details, contact COVO President

May Mizuno at 741-4503.

COVO to Celebrate 30th
Anniversary

B
eginning July 18, a City con-

tractor will begin repaving of

residential, feeder and second-

ary streets in the areas of Kalihi, Ka-

palama, Iwilei, Liliha, Punchbowl and

Puunui. 

This is the latest project under

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s road repaving

program. Since 2013, the City has

repaved more than 1,136 lane miles

across Oahu, on pace to exceed Cald-

well’s goal of repaving 1,500 substan-

dard lane miles within five years. 

This latest project will total over 90

lane miles at a cost of $18.3 million.

Crews will work between the hours of

8:30 am to 3:30 pm, Mondays through

Fridays, with possible weekend con-

struction. Barring weather related de-

lays, the project is scheduled to be

completed in about nine months.

Drivers are advised to anticipate de-

lays and to observe and obey all traffic

controls, posted signs and special duty

police officers. On-street parking will

be prohibited during working hours. Il-

legally parked vehicles will be towed,

if necessary, at the owner’s expense.

Drivers should proceed with caution

through construction areas. 

Local residential traffic, deliveries,

and trash collection will be allowed

during construction hours. 

City to Repave Roads in Kalihi
and Kapalama



July 16, 2016 haWaii filiPino ChroniCle   11

PHILIPPINE NEWS

‘No Relocation, No Demolition’

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - Shanties of

squatters would not

be demolished until the gov-

ernment finds a suitable relo-

cation site, President Duterte

said as he vowed to find ways

to uplift the lives of the poor.

“During my time, there

will be no demolition if there

is no relocation. I won’t let it

happen,” Duterte said during

the fellowship dinner of the

San Beda College of Law

alumni at Malacañang last

Sunday.

“If you destroy their

houses, they have nowhere to

go. Ano, parang aso (What,

like dogs)?” he said.

Duterte promised to gen-

erate funds and spur economic

activity so that the poor can

have sources of livelihood.

“I would be very generous

to them. I’d look for money.

That’s what we want to do. We

will go for a suitable reloca-

tion,” the President said.  

“We have to build new in-

dustries. We have to create an

activity, economic or other-

wise,” he added. 

Duterte said he already in-

formed Bureau of Internal

Revenue Commissioner Cae-

sar Dulay that he needs a lot of

money because he has “so

many problems.”

“I have to address the eco-

nomic conditions of every-

body, including and perhaps

first those who are poor,” he

added.

Duterte said he has re-

minded Dulay to be strict in

collecting taxes to ensure that

the government has enough

funds for its anti-poverty pro-

grams.

The President, in particu-

lar, instructed internal revenue

officials to strictly enforce

laws on tax-free importation

of goods.

Before he assumed office,

Duterte said he wants to estab-

lish economic zones outside

Metro Manila to create jobs for

the poor and to promote devel-

opment in the countryside. 

He said the economic

zones would serve as trading

centers and relocation sites for

informal settlers in congested

Manila.

“I intend to spend most of

the money for this year to al-

leviate hunger and poverty.

Then I will ask the engineers,

I will look for land, we will

build eco zones,” Duterte said

in a press conference last May.

“I have to build a new en-

vironment for the people. I

will place them in eco zones

and provide them assistance. I

will build hospitals there.

There will be economic activ-

ity,” he added.

Poverty incidence among

Filipinos went down to 26.3

percent in the first half of 2015

due to higher incomes, gov-

ernment data showed. Subsis-

tence incidence or the

proportion of Filipinos living

in extreme poverty was esti-

mated at 12.1 percent in the

same period. (www.philstar.com)

by Alexis Romero
Tuesday, July 19, 2016

police officers watch as members of a demolition team
dismantle shanties along Mother ignacia street in quezon
city. Photo: Boy Santos

Philippines Issues
Travel Advisory on
France

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines — The Third

Division of anti-

graft court Sandiganbayan is-

sued a hold departure order

against former Vice President

Jejomar Binay and his son, dis-

missed Makati City Mayor Je-

jomar Erwin "Junjun" Binay Jr.

The court ordered the

commissioner of the Bureau of

Immigration to hold the depar-

ture from the Philippines of

the Binays who are facing

criminal charges.

Ombudsman Conchita

Carpio Morales earlier in-

dicted the former vice presi-

dent for graft, malversation of

public funds and falsification

of public documents in con-

nection to the anomalous con-

struction of the Makati City

Hall Building II.

Binay Jr. is also facing two

counts of graft and one count

of malversation before the

anti-graft court.

The former vice president

and his son have both posted

bail before the Sandiganbayan

last week.

Aside from the elder

Binay and his son, 10 others

are barred from leaving the

country and will be included

in the hold departure list of the

Bureau of Immigration.

(www.philstar.com)

by Patricia Lourdes Viray 
Tuesday, July 19, 2016

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - The Philip-

pine embassy in

Paris yesterday advised Fil-

ipinos in Nice and those who

plan to travel to France to ex-

ercise vigilance and caution,

following the terrorist attack

in Nice on July 14.

Filipinos are advised to

monitor media and official

French government advisories

for the latest developments.

They are also advised to

contact the embassy through

its emergency number +33 6

20 59 25 15.

French authorities also

opened a special telephone

line for families of victims

needing assistance: +33 1 43

17 56 46.

Meanwhile, the French

embassy in Manila yesterday

held at the Alliance Francaise

in Makati City a memorial and

minute of silence to remember

the victims of the terrorist at-

tack in Nice and stand in soli-

darity with France against

terrorism.

The Department of For-

eign Affairs (DFA) earlier said

that no Filipino was reported

injured when armed men

drove a truck at full speed

through a crowd gathered to

watch the fireworks display

for Bastille Day, the French

Independence Day.

A truck plowed into

pedestrians during Bastille

Day celebrations in the popu-

lar French seaside city of Nice

Thursday, leaving at least 84

people dead in what French

President Francois Hollande

called “obviously a terrorist

attack.”

Hollande said the deadly

toll, which included several

children, came after the truck

slammed into revelers gath-

ered on a promenade to watch

fireworks.

The president of the Nice

region, Christian Estrosi, said

the truck was loaded with

weapons and grenades, and

the driver had opened fire on

the crowd. (www.philstar.com)

by Pia Lee-Brago
Tuesday, July 19, 2016

Binays Barred from Leaving
Philippines

qualified women with free ac-

cess to regular mammograms

and cervical cancer screenings,

which include clinical breast

exams, pelvic exams and pap

smear tests to underserved mi-

nority women in Hawaii, includ-

ing Filipinos, native Hawaiians

and Pacific Islanders. 

To be eligible, women

T
he Philippine Consulate

General is reminding

eligible women to take

advantage of free health serv-

ices provided by the Women’s

Health Center at the Queen’s

Medical Center and the State

Department of Health. 

The Center is providing

Free Mammograms, Cervical Cancer
Screenings must be between the ages of 50

and 64, be uninsured or under-

insured or have an income at or

below 250 percent of the fed-

eral poverty level. 

For more information, call

Queen’s West Oahu at 691-

7226 or send an email to:

BCCCP@queens.org. 

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Former vp Jojo Binay and son former Mayor Junjun Binay
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The President's Men and Women:

Mariano – Champion
of the Farmers

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - For the first

time, a true farmer

will head the Department of

Agrarian Reform (DAR) – for-

mer Anakpawis party-list

group representative, Rafael

“Ka Paeng” Mariano.

Mariano’s predecessor,

Virgilio de los Reyes, said he is

a grandson of a Batangas

farmer, but Ka Paeng is the real

deal.

The National Democratic

Front (NDF) nominated Mari-

ano as agrarian reform secre-

tary when President Duterte

announced he would name

communist members to his

Cabinet.

According to Mariano, he

met Duterte, then mayor of

Davao City, a few times when

he and colleagues at the House

of Representatives would visit

the city.

“My recent encounter with

the President was last February

when the KMP (Kilusang

Magbubukid ng Pilipinas) or-

ganized an event dubbed ‘Peas-

ant Challenge 2016 and

Beyond’ at UP Diliman where

we laid down the sector’s 10-

point agenda. He was gracious

enough to say yes to our invi-

tation,” Mariano, 59, recalled.

The boy who helped his

parents till the soil in their

hometown of Quezon, Nueva

Ecija grew into a fearless peas-

ant leader during the Marcos

dictatorship.

In 1985, the KMP was

founded and Mariano served as

its first secretary-general, later

becoming its national chair-

man.              

Being the organization’s

leader, he showed his determi-

nation to pursue a genuine

agrarian reform program and

national industrialization as so-

lution to the problems experi-

enced by farmers.             

Mariano also served as na-

tional chairman of the umbrella

group Bagong Alyansang Mak-

abayan (Bayan) from July 1998

until 2004. In his desire to fur-

ther serve the peasant move-

ment, he also ran and won as

representative of Anakpawis

from 2004 to 2007. 

Among his proposed

measures were House Bill

2532 (Farmers Land Rights

Act), HB 2591 (Farmers Secu-

rity of Tenure Act) and HB 155

which sought the repeal of the

stock distribution option in Ha-

cienda Luisita in Tarlac owned

by the family of former presi-

dent Benigno Aquino III.

Mariano also continued to

push for the interests of the

farmers and farmworkers with

HB 3059 or the Genuine

Agrarian Reform Bill.

He likewise authored

House resolutions calling for

congressional investigation

into various human rights vio-

lations including unexplained

killings, enforced disappear-

ances and abuse of rights and

welfare of ordinary masses. He

also filed important resolutions

on labor, agriculture, fisheries,

public sector employees and

international issues, among

others.

Humble beginnings
Recounting his childhood

years, Mariano said he would

by Rhodina Villanueva

(continued on page 17)
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ELECTION SPECIAL COVERAGE

2016 Primary and General Election
Voters Guide

here is no

greater right

than the right to

vote. Through

voting, you help

select your

local, state, and national lead-

ers, and ensure that your voice

is heard. So vote and make

sure that you participate in

your most fundamental right

as a citizen of the United

States of America! 

In every even numbered

year, Hawaii holds a Primary

Election in August and a Gen-

eral Election in November.

The Primary election falls

on saturday, august 13,

2016 and the general elec-

tion on tuesday, november

8, 2016. Polls are open from 7

am to 6 pm. 

Primary Election
The Primary Election is

held to nominate candidates to

represent the political parties

in the General Election. This

nomination process, called a

Single Party Primary, asks vot-

ers to select candidates from

the party of their choice. Sim-

ilarly, candidates who do not

belong to a specific party will

be nominated to the General

Election ballot as a nonparti-

san candidate. Your choice of

party and candidates remains

secret. If you do not select a

party/ballot and you vote in

more than one party/ballot,

your vote will not be counted.

Candidates for the Office

of Hawaiian Affairs and

county contests also appear on

the Primary Election ballot.

All voters may vote in these

contests regardless of party af-

filiation.

General Election
The General Election is a

candidate contest, meaning

that voters may vote for the

candidate of their choice re-

gardless of partisan and non-

partisan affiliation. Voters will

select federal, state, county

and Office of Hawaiian Af-

fairs candidates, as well as

constitutional amendments

and Charter amendments. Be

sure to vote for only the num-

ber of candidates allowed in

each contest.

Although 2016 is a presi-

dential election year, Hawaii

does not conduct a presidential

primary. Qualified political

parties provide candidates for

president and vice president,

as well as electors to represent

the party at the Electoral Col-

lege, which officially elects

the president and vice presi-

dent of the U.S.

Register to Vote
To register to vote in the

State of Hawaii, individuals

must be a U.S. citizen (non-

U.S. citizens, including U.S.

nationals do not qualify), a

resident of the State of Hawaii

and at least 18 years of age.

Hawaii law allows qualified

individuals to pre-register 16

years of age. Upon reaching

18 years of age, they will be

automatically registered. 

If you are registering to

vote for the first time in the

State of Hawaii and are mail-

ing in your application, federal

law requires that you provide

proof of identification, which

includes a copy of a current

and valid photo identification;

or a current utility bill, bank

statement, government check,

paycheck, or other govern-

ment document that shows

your name and address. If you

do not provide the required

proof of identification with the

application, you will be re-

quired to do so at you polling

place, or with your mail ballot.

Keep in mind that a person

who knowingly providing

false information on a voter

registration affidavit may be

guilty of a Class C felony,

punishable by up to five years

imprisonment and/or $10,000

fine.

Although the deadline to

register for the Primary Elec-

tion has passed, voters are still

eligible for late registration for

the Primary Election at an early

walk-in voting location. 

The deadline to register for

the General Election is Mon-

day, October 10, 2016. Please

note that the U.S. Postal Serv-

ice will be closed on October

10, 2016 in observance of

Columbus Day. Applications

must be postmarked to the

Clerk’s Office by October 8,

2016. Also, voters will still eli-

gible for late registration for the

General Election at an early

walk-in voting location. 

Absentee Voting
Voters don’t have to wait

until Election Day to vote.

Any registered voter may vote

via absentee ballot—either by

mail or in-person. To request

an absentee ballot, call 768-

3800, go online to:  www.elec-

tions.hawaii.gov or go in

person to Honolulu Hale, 530

S. King St., Room 100. 

Absentee ballots are

mailed approximately 20 days

prior to the election by the

Clerk’s Office. Ballots can be

returned by mail, or in-person

to any polling place location

within your county, and must

be received by election offi-

cials by the close of polls on

Election Day.

Voters may visit an early

walk-in location within their

county to cast their vote before

Election Day. The early voting

period for the Primary Elec-

tion begins Monday, August 1,

2016 to Thursday, August 11,

2016. 

The early voting period

for the General Election is

Tuesday, October 25, 2016 to

Saturday, November 5, 2016.

For a list of early walk-in lo-

cations, go online to:

www.elections.hawaii.gov/vot

ers/early-voting.

For uniformed and over-

seas citizens, the Uniformed

and Overseas Citizens Absen-

tee Voting Act (UOCAVA)

creates special provisions for

absent uniformed services and

overseas citizens to vote by

mail in primary, general, and

special elections for federal of-

fices and to allow these indi-

viduals to use a federal write-

in absentee ballot (FWAB) in

the general election for federal

offices. For additional ques-

tions on registering and absen-

tee voting procedures for

Uniformed and Overseas Citi-

zens, visit

www.fvap.com/hawaii.

Election Day Information
Most voters prefer to cast

their ballots by going to their

assigned polling place, which

will be open on Election Day

from 7 am to 6 pm. Before

doing so, double check your

voter notification card for your

polling place, or call the State

Office of Elections at 453-

6150. If you want to avoid

standing in long lines at the

polls, consider voting during

non-peak hours, such as in the

morning between 7:30 am to

9:30 am or in the early after-

noons between 1:30 pm to

3:30 pm. 

If you are working on Elec-

tion Day, you may be entitled

to a maximum of two consecu-

tive hours off from work in

order to vote. Voters shall not

be subject to any penalty,

rescheduling of normal hours,

or deductions from salary or

wages because of such ab-

sence. Voters are encouraged to

coordinate time off with em-

ployers, by voting before or

after work, if possible.

For voters who require

special assistance, all polling

places will be equipped with

an accessible voting machine

and auxiliary aids kit to assist

voters with disabilities. The

auxiliary aids kit includes

magnifiers, signature guides,

and communication cards for

voters who are Deaf or hard of

hearing. Please see the polling

place precinct official to re-

quest the auxiliary aids kit or

for assistance.

If you have any questions

about how to vote, or how to

register to vote, please contact

the State Office of Elections at

(808) 453-VOTE (8683) or

toll free from the neighbor is-

lands at 1-800-442-VOTE

(8683). More information on

voting and the voting process

is available online at:

http://elections.hawaii.gov/. 

T

By HFC Staff
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Kirk Caldwell

Why have you

decided to run

for re-election

as mayor of

Honolulu?

A : F o u r

years ago, I promised voters

that I would be a hands-on,

can-do mayor who was not

afraid to tackle the most diffi-

cult problems our residents

face. Those problems became

the priorities of my adminis-

tration—building rail, fixing

potholes, restoring and en-

hancing bus services, improv-

ing sewer infrastructure,

revitalizing neglected parks,

reducing homelessness, and

incentivizing affordable hous-

ing. We’ve made significant

progress in these areas. But

there is much more to be done.

That’s why I am seeking a sec-

ond term—to continue the

work to make the City and

County of Honolulu the most

livable place in America.    

Q: What has the first four

years in office been like for

you?

A: I love my job! Our res-

idents depend on city services

to make life easier and com-

fortable, whether it’s trash

pickup, maintaining our parks,

roads and public transporta-

tion to get from place to place,

getting a driver’s license or

calling 911. I want to make

sure these services are deliv-

ered efficiently and respon-

sively. Just as importantly, I

want to position our city to

thrive in the future. This

means taking on big solutions,

such as building rail, planning

for development, affordable

housing, and agriculture sus-

tainability and moving away

from reliance on oil-based en-

ergy sources.    

Q: So far, what accomplish-

ment are you most proud of?

A: When I was running for

office, the most heard of com-

plaint was potholes and bad

roads. I am most proud that

my administration has turned

the tide and is fixing potholes

and repaving our worst roads.

So far, we’ve repaved over

1,100 lane miles and filled

150,613 potholes. We are on

target to reach our five year

goal of repaving 1,500 lane

miles by the end of 2017. In

addition, our road mainte-

nance and preservation efforts

have covered nearly 100 lane

miles of slurry seal coating.

Q: You listed rail as among

your top five priorities. What

happened to that project and

why is it in trouble?

A: Rail is in trouble be-

cause we don’t have enough

money to build the entire 20

mile, 21 station route as

planned. Construction was de-

layed due to lawsuits and com-

pliance with court orders. By

the time the dust settled, the

cost to build rail had escalated.

At every phase, bids came in

much higher than estimated

and budgeted. Honolulu is in a

construction boom and double

digit cost increases have

priced many projects out of

the market, including rail.

While we can’t build the entire

route with the existing sources

of funding, I am committed to

finding the money to build the

full route.

Q: What would you like to see

happen to the rail project in

the coming years?

A: I would like the see the

rail project completed to Ala

Moana and the full 20 mile

and 21 stations fully integrated

with the bus routes and main

transfer hubs. I would like the

rail to extend to the University

of Hawaii-Manoa and to

Downtown Kapolei, as origi-

nally envisioned. Around the

transit stations, I would like to

see transit oriented develop-

ment (TOD), including afford-

able housing and

neighborhood improvements.

To stimulate developer interest

and investment in TOD, my

administration is working hard

on catalytic projects to shore

up infrastructure and sur-

rounding areas of the transit

stations.   

Q: Homelessness is another

difficult topic. What has your

administration done to ad-

dress the problem?

A: We have reduced the

homeless population in

Waikiki, Thomas Square and

Pawaa Park; enforced sit/lie

bans on public sidewalks to

ensure clear passage for

pedestrian traffic; initiated the

Housing First program to

place over 200 chronic home-

less households in permanent

supportive housing; placed

747 veterans in permanent

housing under the Mayor’s

Challenge program; opened a

homeless navigational center

on Sand Island and a hygiene

center in Chinatown; reno-

vated a city facility into a day

care center for homeless;

launched efforts for housing

projects for the homeless in

Chinatown, Makiki, Waianae,

Iwilei and other neighbor-

hoods; and built partnerships

with non-profits and state and

federal agencies to work to-

gether to solve homelessness.

Q: What is the status of the

Waimanalo Gulch Landfill?

Is the City still looking to

close the landfill and select

an alternate site?

A: Most of the solid

waste has been diverted from

the Waimanalo Gulch Land-

fill to be burned at H-Power,

which is then converted into

renewable energy. During my

administration, H-Power was

expanded to add a third boiler

and a mass burn unit which

allowed it to burn large quan-

tities of solid waste as well as

residual sludge from our

waste water treatment plants

that had been going to the

landfill. This has significantly

reduced the need for a land-

fill. My goal is to limit the

landfill for emergency uses,

such as removal of debris

caused by natural disasters.

Landfills are not a desirable

or feasible means of trash dis-

posal. Instead, we need to

focus on recycling and burn-

ing solid waste to create re-

newable energy. 

Q: Do you feel that you have

delivered on your campaign

promises?

A: For the most part, I

have delivered on my cam-

paign promises. I ran for

mayor because I wanted to

help improve the quality of

life for our residents. My ad-

Q:

he top three mayoral contenders are eminently quali-
fied to lead Honolulu, the 12th largest municipality
in the U.S. The first is incumbent Kirk Caldwell who
for the past four years in office has tackled issues
that previous administrations only gave token atten-
tion to—road repaving, homelessness and parks

maintenance—to name just a few. 
A second candidate is former mayor Peter Carlisle who was

the City’s top official from 2010 to 2012 after winning a special
election to serve out the remaining term of Mufi Hannemann.

T

Mayoral Candidates Share Their Vision
For Honolulu Carlisle gained his reputation as City prosecutor for 13 years

where he handled many high profile cases. 
The third viable candidate is Charles Djou, who served as a

U.S. representative from 2010 to 2011, as well as in the City
Council and State House of Representatives. He is also an attorney
by training and an U.S. Army Reserve officer. Djou, a Republican,
has received endorsements from former Gov. Ben Cayetano as
well as several labor unions.

The Chronicle sent a list of questions to the three top mayoral
candidates who were asked a wide range of questions, including
their stance on the rail project, which is undoubtedly the defining
issue in this hotly-contested race. Their responses have been edited
for space and clarity. 

(continued on page 16)
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Why have you

decided to run

for mayor of

Honolulu?

A: The cur-

rent administra-

tion is hopelessly partisan, flip

flops constantly and is fis-

cally-irresponsible and uneth-

ical.

Q: You previously served as

Honolulu mayor. What was

that like for you?

A: It gave me the opportu-

nity to impact Honolulu for

the benefit of generations to

come.

Q: Describe your manage-

ment style and how you plan

to reach out to the City Coun-

cil in working on the budget

and other key issues?

A: I do not micromanage

nor am I a power and control

type. The key is hiring experi-

enced professionals who are

motivated by what they do,

rather than what they earn.

Q: In all your years at the

Prosecutor’s Office and as

former mayor, what accom-

plishments are you most

proud of?

A: As prosecutor, I began

the practice of allowing judges

to determine if a case can go

to trial by reviewing docu-

ments. As a result, victims and

police witnesses are no longer

forced to leave their jobs and

family and no longer have to

testify in the presence of the

defendant and his family. As

mayor, I helped to create the

Honolulu Authority For Rapid

Transportation (HART) board

and promoted the actual con-

struction of the elevated rail

system.

Q: Tell us your position on

the rail project. What hap-

pened to that project and why

is it in trouble?

A: The rail system should

be completed from Kapolei to

Ala Moana as promised. It is

in trouble due to delays and in-

accurate projections of cost.

Q: What would you like to see

happen to the rail project in

the coming years?

A: The elevated guideway

should be completed so board-

ers can begin to ride the train.

The stations and transit ori-

ented development should be

“bare bones” until funding is

available.

Q: What is your solution to

addressing homelessness and

more importantly, how will

you get the City, State and

private sector to work to-

gether to address the prob-

lem?

A: Oversight of homeless-

ness should occur under the

umbrella concept of “Individ-

ualized Intervention and Con-

sequences.”

Q: What is your position on

Waimanalo Gulch Landfill?

Should it be closed and an-

other site chosen?

A: The issues surrounding

landfills are among some of

the most difficult public dis-

cussions around the country.

Everyone agrees that efforts

must be made to reduce the

use of landfills through in-

creased recycling, compost-

ing, waste-to-energy and other

technologies. And everyone

seems to understand that there

needs to be a landfill to re-

ceive waste materials that can-

not be processed otherwise.

The Waimanalo Gulch Sani-

tary Landfill (“WGSL”) is

Oahu’s only municipal solid

waste landfill. The location of

a new landfill site to supple-

ment or replace WGSL is

being determined. A Landfill

Site Advisory Committee was

selected to assist the City in

identifying siting criteria and

ranking potential landfill sites.

The committee met for the

first time on January 20, 2011

and completed the process in

April 2012 when I was mayor.

The continued use of the

WGSL is being determined.

The City estimates the physi-

cal capacity of the landfill

would enable it to continue to

receive waste materials for at

least the next 15 years. It is es-

sential for the City to maintain

a landfill to accept municipal

solid waste that cannot

presently be reused, recycled

or burned at H-Power. Com-

pletion of a third boiler at H-

Power while I was mayor

substantially reduced the

amount of waste disposal at

WGSL.

Q: If elected mayor, what will

be your top five priorities?

A: First, complete the ele-

vated rail guideway with no

frills. Second, address home-

lessness through a new man-

agement model described as

“Individualized Interventions

and Consequences.” Third, ad-

dress the budget and eliminate

irresponsible and excessive

spending. Fourth, use the sav-

ings generated through a tight

budget to address core neces-

sities such as running the City

and improving infrastructure.

Fifth, return ethics and experi-

enced leadership to City Hall.

Q: Why should the people

elect you as mayor?

A: Leadership. What

passes for leadership in the

Prosecutor’s Office and City

Hall these days is woefully in-

adequate. During my tenure as

prosecutor and mayor, there

was leadership. Many did not

agree with every decision

made, while some were infuri-

ated by every decision made.

But decisions were made that

were not based on partisan

politics nor personal financial

profit.

Q: What is your opinion on

the Philippines’ new presi-

dent Rodrigo Duterte and his

tough stance on crime?

A: Rodrigo Duterte built a

reputation for fighting crime

in the insurgency-plagued

south. Nicknamed “the Pun-

isher” and “Duterte Harry” for

his zero-tolerance approach to

crime, Duterte is credited for

turning once lawless Davao

into one of the archipelago na-

tion’s safest cities. He has

vowed to replicate this feat na-

tionwide. Duterte denied that

women and children had been

caught up in his anti-crime

dragnet, though he admitted

that he had told law enforce-

ment to “be very aggressive”

when countering resistance. “I

have not ordered the killing of

a woman or a child,” he said.

“Even if I want to, I cannot do

it. But criminals? Sometimes

it’s part of my job.”

As a former prosecutor, I

approve of tough stances on

crime. Actions taken by Presi-

dent Duterte should be consis-

tent with and conform to the

laws of the Philippines.

Q:

Peter Carlisle

ministration has repaved roads

and fixed thousands of pot-

holes, repaired and refur-

bished park facilities and

restored and enhanced bus

routes. We’ve made steady

progress in solving more com-

plex problems with long term

solutions, such as reducing

sewage spills and waste dis-

charge into the ocean, incen-

tivizing private development

of affordable housing and re-

ducing homelessness. Over-

sight of rail continues to be

one of my biggest challenges.

Q: If re-elected, what will you

focus your priorities on for

the next four years?

A: When I began serving

as mayor, I focused on five

priorities—repaving roads,

building rail, improving parks

and public facilities, restoring

and enhancing bus service,

and improving sewer infra-

structure. We have also con-

fronted the issues surrounding

homelessness and the need

for affordable housing. If re-

elected, these core priorities

will remain the same. But I

believe the most pressing are

affordable housing, home-

lessness and rail. 

Q: Why should the people re-

elect you as mayor?

A: I know that I can get

much more done if given a

chance to serve for another

four years. I ask for your vote

because I’ve proven I can get

the job done. No other candi-

date has demonstrated this

level of experience with run-

ning a large city government,

nor point to a comparable

record of getting things done. 

Q: What is your opinion on

the Philippines’ new presi-

dent Rodrigo Duterte and his

tough stance on crime?

A: I don’t know President

Duterte, but I’d like to meet him

someday. I’ve read and learned

about him through friends in the

Filipino community. His land-

slide victory means that voters

believe he can get rid of illegal

drugs and corruption in govern-

ment. When he served as mayor

of Davao, he earned the trust of

the people and proved that he

has the courage to act on his

convictions and turn things

around. I applaud any elected

official who takes a tough

stance on crime. We are fortu-

nate to live in one of the safest

big cities in America and that’s

because my administration

spends more taxpayer dollars on

public safety than any other city

service.

(from page 15, CALDWELL...)
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Why have you

decided to run

for mayor of

Honolulu?

A: I am run-

ning for mayor

to restore trust at Honolulu

Hale. We were promised a rail

system that would be built “on

time and on budget.” But under

Mayor Caldwell’s watch, this

project has ballooned into a

system that is billions of dollars

over budget and years behind

schedule, with no end in sight.

We were promised that rail

would create 10,000 new jobs.

It hasn’t. And no one is step-

ping up to take responsibility.

Enough is enough. We must

hold the city, the contractors

and the rail board accountable.

At this point, we can’t tear

down the project but we can

demand honesty and accounta-

bility from our government. As

mayor, I will support any rea-

sonable alternative, such as

BRT, that delivers a mass tran-

sit solution without bankrupt-

ing the city. We simply cannot

wait another four years to fix

this massive problem with the

“runaway train” in our commu-

nity.

Q: You served for two terms on

the Honolulu City Council.

What was that like for you?

A: It was an honor to serve

on the Council, as well as at

the State Legislature and Con-

gress. At the city level, you

can have a direct impact on

people’s everyday lives—

from the time they turn the

faucet on in the morning, to

the roads they drive on to get

to school or work, to the parks

they enjoy, and the police, fire

and ambulance services they

rely on to keep them safe. My

goal every day was to serve

my constituents to the best of

my ability and improve the

quality of their lives in our

wonderful city. 

Q: Describe your manage-

ment style and how you plan

to reach out to the City Coun-

cil in working on the budget

and other key issues?

A: I look forward to hav-

ing a more cooperative and

collaborative relationship with

the City Council. Having

served on the Council for

seven years, I understand the

opportunities and challenges

of serving on the Council and

am confident that, as mayor, I

will be able to work with the

Council in the best interests of

the people of the City and

County of Honolulu.

Q: In all your years at the

State Legislature, City Coun-

cil and Congress, what ac-

complishment are you most

proud of?

A: While I am proud of

having established curbside

recycling at the City, simplify-

ing the property tax code,

opening the State budget

worksheets to increase trans-

parency, and advocating for a

federal balanced budget

amendment, I am proudest of

my work to strengthen the

ethics code. Throughout my

career in public office, I have

focused on ensuring an honest

and ethical government. I have

long argued that there is no

place for any corruption in our

government.

Q: Tell us your position on

the rail project. What hap-

pened to that project and why

is it in trouble?

A: Rail is the most impor-

tant issue facing the residents

of Oahu. We have invested too

much in the project to kill or

dismantle it, but I strongly be-

lieve that we cannot continue

as we have for the last four

years. Mismanagement of the

rail project has led to billions

of dollars in cost overruns and

endless delays caused by poor

planning and leadership. Un-

less we address this situation

immediately, we risk bank-

rupting the city and leaving us

with no financial resources to

address other pressing prob-

lems, such as skyrocketing

homelessness and neglected

infrastructure. That is why I

believe change at the top is

needed to guide the project in

the right direction. There must

be accountability and parties

must be held responsible for

the current state of the project.

Q: What would you like to see

happen to the rail project in

the coming years?

A: I am open to any reason-

able alternative or course of ac-

tion that can be accomplished

with the currently allocated $7

billion. Possibilities include

route modification, a conversion

to light rail to build at-grade, or

using a combination of rail and

bus services. If elected, I prom-

ise to veto any tax increase

above the $7 billion already al-

located for the rail project. Cur-

rent projections have the

estimated cost of the rail at pos-

sibly $11 billion, more than dou-

ble the original price of $5.2

billion. If we give the project a

‘blank-check’ or continue on our

current course, the financial

health and sustainability of Oahu

will be severely threatened.

Q: What is your solution to

addressing homelessness and

more importantly, how will

you get the City, State and pri-

vate sector to work together to

address the problem?

A: Homelessness has in-

creased every year under

Mayor Caldwell’s watch and

local families find it increas-

ingly difficult to live here. I

support a comprehensive ap-

proach to addressing home-

lessness that increases support

for non-profits to help those

who need drug or mental

health counseling; increased

access to low income housing

for those in financial need; and

strict enforcement of the law

for those who choose home-

lessness as a lifestyle.

Q: What is your position on

Waimanalo Gulch Landfill?

Should it be closed and an-

other site chosen? 

A: As mayor, I will build

on my work in the City Council

on curbside recycling to dra-

matically reduce the amount of

waste produced by the City

every year. Long term, I would

like to both increase recycling

and upgrade our garbage to en-

ergy technology to nearly com-

pletely reduce the need for a

landfill on our island. I do not

want to see another beautiful

Hawaiian valley turning into a

garbage dump.

Q: If elected mayor, what will

be your top five priorities? 

A: Restore faith, trust, and

confidence in the mayor’s of-

fice; address the rail issue so it

does not leave Oahu in finan-

cial ruin; improve the island’s

infrastructure (roads, sewers,

etc.); reduce the number of

homeless living on our streets;

and increase the amount of af-

fordable housing units across

the island.

Q: Why should the people

elect you as mayor?

A: As a former elected offi-

cial at the city, state and federal

levels of government, I believe I

have the experience and ability

to lead the people of Oahu. My

goal is to restore people’s confi-

dence and trust in city govern-

ment and the mayor’s office. I

believe a change in leadership is

needed and will diligently serve

the people of Oahu tackling the

pressing issues facing the island.

I believe there must be more ac-

countability and personal re-

sponsibility starting at the top

and through all levels of the City.

Government must serve the peo-

ple and not the other way

around.   

Q: What is your opinion on

the Philippines’ new presi-

dent Rodrigo Duterte and his

tough stance on crime?

A: I applaud President

Duterte’s focus on crime reduc-

tion. He has tapped into a legit-

imate fear of so many Filipino

citizens that their government

has been ineffective in dealing

with criminal misconduct. I do

not, however, share President

Duterte’s use of inflammatory

rhetoric and bombastic com-

mentary that needlessly detracts

from the serious policy of fight-

ing crime.

Q:

Charles Djou

join his parents in cultivating

a two-hectare land, part of a

100-hectare property where

they were tenants. They

planted palay and vegetables.

“I saw how the farmers

were abused by the landed

class. We are working very

hard and yet we remain poor. I

started analyzing our society

and was able to pinpoint the

root cause of inequality and

poverty,” Mariano said in Fil-

ipino.               

Being exposed to and hav-

ing experienced firsthand the

hardships of farmers, he prom-

ised to uphold their welfare

and help ensure a better life

for them and their families.             

During his college years

taking up Bachelor of Science

in Agriculture and Agri-Coop-

eratives at the Wesleyan and

Liwag Colleges in Cabanat-

uan, Nueva Ecija, Mariano

was forced to stop schooling

after his father got sick and the

family’s debt accumulated.

Being the eldest child, he took

over as head of the family and

became a full-time farmer. 

Mariano recounted that in

the mid-70s, the Department

of Public Works and High-

ways put up a flood control

dike in the area which affected

the barrio where he and his

family lived. The National Ir-

rigation Administration also

built irrigation canals that

prompted residents of their

barrio located at the Talavera

riverside to evacuate.

“We were forced to leave

our homes… we transferred to

another barrio where we had

difficulty continuing what we

had somehow built for our re-

spective families. We didn’t

benefit from the project. In

fact, it just destroyed our

crops, that is why we decided

to fight against this anti-peo-

ple project of the govern-

ment,” Mariano said.

At the age of 20, Mariano

decided to join a youth activist

organization in their area that

championed the farmers’ ad-

vocacy. Because of his leader-

ship qualities, he was elected

chairman of the organization.

He also ran and won as num-

ber one councilor in their bar-

rio in 1981.

While being actively in-

volved in the organization,

Mariano and the other mem-

bers saw that the issues and

problems affecting farmers

were similar to those experi-

enced by peasants in the dif-

ferent barrios and towns.

(www.philstar.com)

FEATURE (from page 12, THE PRESIDENT’S ....)
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Supreme Court Frees Gloria Macapagal Arroyo

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines (UPDATE 3

4:01 p.m.) — The

Supreme Court has dismissed a

plunder case against Pampanga

Rep. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

over her alleged misuse of the

intelligence funds of the Philip-

pine Charity Sweepstakes Of-

fice.

SC spokesperson Theodore

Te announced at a televised

press conference that the high

court dismissed the case

against Arroyo for lack of evi-

dence. The court also ordered

the immediate release of Ar-

royo, who is currently under

hospital arrest at the Veterans

Memorial Medical Center.

Four SC justices voted

against the dismissal of Ar-

royo's case - Chief Justice

Maria Lourdes Sereno, Senior

Justice Antonio Carpio, Jus-

tice Marvic Leonen and Jus-

tice Alfredo Caguioa.

"The Chief Justice and

Justice Leonen submitted sep-

arate dissenting opinions. Jus-

tice (Arturo) Brion submitted

a separate concurring opin-

ion. Justice (Estela) Perlas-

Bernabe submitted a separate

concurring and dissenting

opinion," Te said.

Arroyo lawyer Raul Lam-

bino also told ANC in a

phone interview that papers

for Arroyo's release are al-

ready being processed.

She has been under hospi-

tal arrest at the Veterans Me-

morial Medical Center since

2012.

"Thank God. We're very

happy," her husband Jose

Miguel Arroyo said. "They

took away six years of her

life. An innocent woman."

The plunder case stems

from charges filed by the Of-

fice of the Ombudsman for

Arroyo's alleged diversion of

P366 million in the PCSO's

intelligence funds for per-

sonal gain between 2008 and

2010.

The Senate blue ribbon

committee also investigated

the alleged fund diversion in

2011.(www.philstar.com)

by Patricia Lourdes Viray
Tuesday, July 19, 2016

Californians to Vote on Marijuana Legalization

I
n November, Californians

will vote whether to legal-

ize the recreational use of

marijuana.

The measure, called the

Adult Use of Marijuana Act

(AUMA), was drawn up by

grassroots coalition Let’s Get It

Right led by former Facebook

President Sean Parker.

Promising hefty regulation

and restrictions, the measure

would allow Californians aged

21 years or older to purchase

up to an ounce of marijuana or

edibles at licensed dispensaries

and would be allowed to grow

up to six plants for personal

use.

Notably, if the bill is

passed, it would decriminalize

possession of less than 1 oz. of

marijuana, a prevalent criminal

offense. In 2014, there were

over 600,000 arrests made on

marijuana possession; posses-

sion alone makes up for 88 per-

cent of marijuana law

violations, according to the

Drug Policy Alliance.

The issue comes to ballot

after activists and supporters

garnered enough signatures to

call for a vote, according a

press release from California

Secretary of State Alex Padilla.

AUMA has received over a

hundred endorsements from

elected officials, non-profit or-

ganizations, public safety or-

ganizations and individuals and

community leaders.

“Our current marijuana

laws have undermined many of

the things conservatives hold

dear – individual freedom, lim-

ited government and the right

to privacy,” U.S. Rep. Dana

Rohrabacher (R-California,

48th District), said in a state-

ment. “This measure is a nec-

essary reform which will end

the failed system of marijuana

prohibition in our state, provide

California law enforcement the

resources it needs to redouble

its focus on serious crimes

while providing a policy blue-

print for other states to follow.”

The measure is projected to

raise as much as $1 billion per

year and reduce costs for po-

lice, courts, jails and prisons by

tens of millions, state officials

say. Per the initiative, most of

the proceeds would be allo-

cated to regulatory costs, re-

search, environmental meas-

ures and youth drug prevention

and treatment programs.

According to Let’s Get It

Right, the measure would enact

the “strictest” protection for

children.

“Today marks a fresh start

for California, as we prepare to

replace the costly, harmful and

ineffective system of prohibi-

tion with a safe, legal and re-

sponsible adult-use marijuana

system that gets it right and

completely pays off,” Jason

Kinney, a spokesman for

AUMA, said in a statement.

Marijuana use would be

prohibited in areas where to-

bacco use is off-limits, such as

restaurants and bars.

Although supporters are re-

joicing in the possibility of le-

galized marijuana, the initiative

is still opposed by those who

see the negative effects of the

drug.

“The dangers of marijuana

are pretty clear in terms of mo-

torist safety, criminal activity

and impacts on society,” Cory

Salzillo, legislative director of

the California State Sheriffs’

Association told CBS News

LA. “We don’t believe that de-

criminalization will upend the

black market.”

California voters rejected a

similar measure in 2010, Propo-

sition 19, by a narrow margin of

7 percentage points. But sup-

porters of the new bill say that

the measure is likelier to be

passed because there are more

regulations at the state level

“rather than letting locals dictate

what happens, and comes after

the state has approved a regula-

tory system for medical mari-

juana growing, transportation

and sales,” according to a Los

Angeles Times report.

This time around, AUMA

has more leverage because

since the Proposition 19, other

states in the west have legal-

ized recreational use of mari-

juana.

“This is six years later,”

Taylor West, director of the Na-

tional Cannabis Industry Asso-

ciation, told the Times. “We’ve

already seen legalization pass

and be successful in other

states. So it’s a different world

in talking about this issue than

it was.”

If passed, California would

be the fifth state to legalize the

taxing and regulation of mari-

juana, joining Alaska, Col-

orado, Washington and

Oregon. California would also

be the 21st state to decriminal-

ize the drug by eliminating

criminal penalties for posses-

sion of small amounts for per-

sonal use. (www.asianjournal.com)

MAINLAND NEWS

Muntinlupa City Gov’t Denies Duterte Ordered
Street Clearing Ops

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines — The gov-

e r n m e n t  o f

Muntinlupa City denied the

claims of two viral social

media posts saying President

Rodrigo Duterte visited the

city incognito and ordered the

clearing of sidewalk vendors.

According to the Face-

book page “Duterte for Real

Change,” Duterte conducted a

surprise visit in Muntinlupa

City while riding his motorcy-

cle to monitor the traffic situ-

ation. The page said the

president saw that there were

a lot of vendors causing traffic

in Muntinlupa which is why

he ordered the city's Mayor

Jaime Fresnedi to conduct

clearing operations.

The viral social media

post which turned out to be a

hoax obtained 51,000 likes

and 22,588 shares as of post-

ing. Another photo of clean

Muntinlupa Market went viral

which was also attributed by

netizens to Duterte.

However, a tweet from

@OFFICIALMUNTI coun-

tered the viral social media

posts.

“Contrary to other posts,

the clearing operation was

done last week. Mayor Jaime

“Jimmy” Fresnedi was then at-

tending the World Cities Sum-

mit in Singapore. President

Rodrigo Duterte is not in

Muntinlupa today (July 18,

2016),” the city government’s

official tweet read.

To counter the reports, the

administrator of Muntinlupa

City’s Twitter account re-

shared the Task Force Clear-

ing Operation of Muntinlupa

City last week.

Through the help of the

Metropolitan Manila Develop-

ment Authority, they cleared

the sidewalk vendors and ar-

rested tricycles at Alabang and

nearby barangays of

Muntinlupa to ease traffic

along the Alabang Viaduct.

(www.philstar.com)

by Rosette Adel
Tuesday, July 19, 2016
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Bountiful Harvest
For Farm Tourism

A N I L A ,

Philippines -

The next big

thing in Philip-

pine tourism is

nearly ripe and

will soon be

ready for harvest. Farm tourism

has started to grab the attention

of farm owners and visitors in

the last few years. Led by the

International School of Sus-

tainable Tourism (ISST), the

4th Farm Tourism Conference

and Farm Tourism Market Fes-

tival will be held from July 14-

16, to help farmers further

develop their properties as a

sustainable tourism product.

“In other countries, the

farmers are policy makers.

They are very influential,”

ISST president Mina Gabor

says, while in the Philippines

farmers are often taken for

granted.

She adds that most Filipino

farmers are 57 to 60 years old,

with the younger generations

lured to the metropolis, seeking

more lucrative jobs. “They

think farming is a very lowly

job,” says Gabor.

One way to augment the

income of farmers is through

farm tourism – which has be-

come popular in other coun-

tries such as Taiwan, where

families flock to farms and par-

take in activities such as rice

planting, vegetable harvesting

and others.

At first, Gabor says, they

used the term agri-tourism and

started actively campaigning

for it in 2012, but the name did

not have much appeal to visi-

tors and was intimidating to

small farm owners – “agri”

made them think of bigger, in-

dustrial farms. When the term

“farm tourism” was intro-

duced, it became more accessi-

ble and the project took off.

Gabor says, “Now there are

more than 100 accredited farm

tourism establishments” all

over the country.

Aside from farm stays,

other activities that can be of-

fered in farm tourism destina-

tions include museums (for

wine, flora, butterflies), petting

zoos for children, horseback

riding, lagoon fishing and

trekking. Many farms are also

able to sell their fresh produce

to visitors. The farmers know

the strengths of their locations,

Gabor says, so they can readily

identify what they can offer.

To upgrade the standards

of farm tourism by putting sys-

tems in place, creating tour

packages and improving facil-

ities, the Farm Conference was

launched, organized by the

ISST with the support of the

Department of Tourism and

Tourism Promotions Board,

Department of Agriculture, De-

partment of the Interior and

Local Government, Depart-

ment of Trade and Industry.

This year’s congress will

be held in Tagaytay in cooper-

ation with the provincial gov-

ernment of Cavite and the

municipal government of

Tagaytay. The three-day con-

ference will put the spotlight on

the unique fusion of farming

and tourism, with the theme,

“Farm Tourism: Promoting

Biodiversity, Contributing to

Food Security.”

The conference features

lectures by leaders in agricul-

ture including Jose Luis Fer-

nandez of the Food and

Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations, who will speak

on the “Importance of Pulses to

Diet and the Environment,” in

line with the UN’s declaration

of 2016 as International Year of

Pulses; “Time to Get Bee-zy:

Benefits of Adding Indigenous

Stingless Bees to Farm

Tourism Destinations” by

Asian Apiculture Association

president Siriwat Wongsiri; and

“Cultivate Profit: Potential of

Farm Tourism as a Business”

by Southeast Asian Regional

Center for Graduate Study and

Research in Agriculture direc-

tor Gil Saguiguit, among many

others.

Breakout sessions will also

guide participants on the basics

of starting a farm tourism busi-

ness, how to create farm

tourism packages and market-

ing and promotion of their des-

tinations.

Throughout the confer-

ence, participants will also be

able to interact with fellow

farm owners who can share

best practices in farm tourism.

Farm visits will be made to

some successful farm tourism

destinations in the vicinity –

Gourmet Farms, Flower Farm,

Paradizoo and Nurture Well-

ness Spa.

New additions to the con-

gress are the Farm Tourism Ex-

hibit and the Farmer’s Market,

which are both open to the pub-

lic. Here, visitors and partici-

pants will be able to enjoy

produce straight from the farms

and hear about the successful

farm tourism destinations that

they can visit.

With a wide variety of of-

ferings, farm tourism can cater

to all sectors – from those into

healthy food and organic prod-

ucts which are very trendy

today, to schools who want stu-

dents to learn and appreciate

local agriculture; from families

looking for a unique activity to

visitors who want to disconnect

from their busy lives in the city,

reconnect with nature and even

enjoy an organic spa treatment.

“That’s the beauty of farm

tourism,” Gabor says.

There have been many suc-

cess stories since the first farm

tourism conference, Gabor

adds – family farms from all

over the country who have

been able to harness the gifts of

their land and turn them into a

more lucrative business. Fur-

thermore, the ones in charge of

developing the tourism destina-

tions are usually the younger

generations – children of the

farmers who have come back

to their hometowns because

they see a worthwhile future in

farming once more.

Gabor hopes that the in-

coming tourism secretary will

continue visiting and accredit-

ing new farm tourism sites to

sustain the progress that has

been made in this budding

tourism product. Hopefully, as

farm tourism develops even

more, farmers will soon be

reaping its bountiful rewards.

(www.philstar.com)

By Ida Anita Q. Del Mundo

M

gourmet Farmsin Silang, cavite.
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5 ‘Narco Generals’ Named

C
LARK FIELD, Pam-

panga, Philippines –

Saying public fear

must be removed and trans-

ferred “to the hearts of crimi-

nals,” President Duterte

yesterday named five police

generals allegedly involved in

illegal drugs.

In a speech at the 69th an-

niversary of the Philippine Air

Force (PAF) held here, Duterte

linked three police generals in

the active service and two who

have retired, one of them now

a mayor, as either protectors or

directly involved in illegal drug

deals.

“By any language,”

Duterte said, “it is really trea-

son.”

Shelving his prepared

speech, Duterte went on to

name former Philippine Na-

tional Police (PNP) deputy di-

rector general Marcelo Garbo

Jr., whom he described as a

“protector of drug syndicates.”

The President did not men-

tion the first name of one par-

ticular Diaz, but it was gathered

that Chief Supt. Bernardo Diaz

was relieved last week from his

post in Region 7.

The other chief superin-

tendents are Vicente Loot,

Edgardo Tinio and Joel Pagdi-

lao.

Garbo retired in March

while Loot is the new mayor of

Daangbantayan town in Cebu.

Tinio served as police director

of Quezon City while Pagdilao

was director of the National

Capital Region Police Office.

Pagdilao and Tinio were

among the top police officials

affected by the major revamp

initiated by PNP chief Director

General Ronald de la Rosa.

Garbo is a member of

Philippine Military Academy

Class 1981, Loot belongs to

PMA Class 1982, Tinio is a

member of Class 1985 while

Pagdilao and Diaz are class-

mates in Class 1984.

Duterte said he is pained

that the generals were educated

in the country’s premier mili-

tary school funded by the peo-

ple’s money, and yet they went

wayward.

“And they had these ca-

reers of theirs. All along, we

the people thought that we are

being protected by the police,”

he said.

Duterte ordered the imme-

diate relief of the police gener-

als who are still on active duty.

“As (of) this time, I order

them relieved from their as-

signments and report to the

(PNP) director general,”

Duterte said.

“I would like to talk to

them and certainly, I would ex-

pect the (PNP) to do their thing

to investigate them, but do not

give me a zarzuela (a show),”

he said.

Duterte said he has vali-

dated the information about the

police generals and their names

kept cropping up, even while

he was still the mayor of Davao

City.

“I have reached this posi-

tion and I have the sacred duty

to tell you the truth, after so

many validations. Even when I

was mayor, these names had

been coming out,” Duterte

said.

De la Rosa said he was sur-

prised by the President’s an-

nouncement, but he believed

Duterte had basis in revealing

the names of the “narco gener-

als.”

“The President has access

to intelligence information,

even when he was still mayor

of Davao,” he said.

De la Rosa noted the order

of the President to report to him

the results of the investigation

on the five and that those who

have retired would be charged

in court as civilians.

Meanwhile, De la Rosa

also ordered 32 policemen sent

to Mindanao as part of the

campaign against illegal drugs

in the police force.

Compelled
Duterte said he was com-

pelled to reveal the names of the

“narco generals” in using the

occasion. “Law and order of the

country has become a serious

problem for all of us. It has de-

teriorated, with the advent of

drugs because of corrosive ef-

fect of money,” the President

said at the start of his speech. 

“I’m very sad but on the

drug scene, we all long sus-

pected there are many police-

men involved in illegal drugs.

I’m not ready yet with other

branches of government, agen-

cies like Customs, I still have

to validate but I already have

raw info,” he said.

Duterte said he had fore-

warned those involved in ille-

gal drugs all throughout the

campaign, reiterating that he

will not hesitate to kill all those

involved.

“I have been warning

everybody: at the end of my

speeches, when I was cam-

paigning for the presidency, I

always end it by saying, ‘Do

not destroy my country be-

cause I will kill you. Do not de-

stroy the young people of this

country because I will kill you.’

If these warnings were not

enough, I don’t know what will

happen next,” he said.

Duterte stressed the drug

menace has affected national

security and called on the

Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines (AFP) to join the fight

against illegal drugs.

“Let me be very, very

clear. I have called upon the

AFP to help,” Duterte said.

(www.philstar.com)

by Christina Mende
Wednesday, July 6, 2016

SC Orders More Courts to Handle
Drug-related Cases

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines – The

Supreme Court En

Banc on Tuesday ordered

over 200 additional courts to

handle drug-related cases.

“The SC has ordered 240

additional trial courts nation-

wide to handle cases involv-

ing Dangerous Drugs Act of

2002,” SC spokesperson

Theodore Te said Tuesday.

The high tribunal decided

to add more courts saying there

are 128,368 pending drug-re-

lated cases being heard nation-

wide by 715 regional trial

courts and it “will be insuffi-

cient considering the steady

rise of new drug-related cases.

According to the SC, of the

715 RTCs, only 65 of which

were designated as special drug

courts while there are only 121

family courts deciding on drug-

related cases of minors while

529 courts here and try regular

cases.

The SC said in the 941

cases pending in SC dockets,

none involve prosecution for

the manufacture of dangerous

drugs. Due to this, the full SC

ruled to add 240 more courts

and help ease the pending

cases.

“By its action today the

court has effectively author-

ized the 955 organized na-

tional courts across to here try

and decide drugs cases,” the

SC said.

Te said guidelines will

then be issued to the courts es-

pecially to those provided with

additional cases to their regu-

lar case loads.

The added that the order to

add 240 courts will require

fielding of prosecutors from

the Department of Justice and

defense counsels from the

Public Attorneys Office to

avoid “unduly delay” of the

drug-related cases.

“We encourage the secre-

taries to appoint more prosecu-

tors that will handle

drug-related cases,” the high

court said. (www.philstar.com)

by Rosette Adel 
Tuesday, July 19, 2016

president duterte linked three active police generals involved
in illegal drugs during the paF 69th anniversary.

PHILIPPINE NEWS
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LEGAL NOTES

G
ABRIELA USA wel-

comed newly-inau-

gurated Philippine

president Rodrigo Duterte and

joined in the growing call for

change on behalf of women. 

“Women in the Philippines

suffer unemployment, landless-

ness, violence and state spon-

sored repression under the

previous administration but we

are hopeful that President

Duterte will address the con-

cerns of women and their com-

munities,” says GABRIELA

USA Chair Irma Bajar. 

At a recent National

Women’s Summit in Davao

City, attendees drew up an

agenda outlining changes in

six key areas— comprehen-

sive social services, human

rights and social justice, anti-

discrimination and anti-vio-

lence, national sovereignty,

genuine agrarian reform and

national industrialization, and

environmental protection.

The women’s rights group

hope Duterte will show a will-

ingness to bring about change.

He recently appointed former

GABRIELA chair Liza Maza

as lead governor of the Na-

tional Anti-Poverty Commis-

sion, a position that observers

say will defend and uphold the

interests of women.

Bajar says now is an excit-

ing time for the Philippines,

especially with several pro-

gressives in key roles in

Duterte’s new administration

and with the resumption of

peace talks between the gov-

ernment and the National

Democratic Front of the

Philippines

“We must continue to sup-

port the peace negotiations be-

cause through those talks, the

roots of our people’s suffering

can be addressed and we can

build a truly independent

Philippines where people can

have decent livelihood and

their rights upheld,” Bajar

says.

By Reuben S. Seguritan

Olympics, World Champi-

onships, Masters, Grand Slam

and other prestigious interna-

tional competition.

According to the EB-1

visa program, the foreign na-

tional must seek to continue

working in the same field of

endeavor and that his entry

will substantially benefit

prospectively the U.S. 

The petitioner seeks to es-

tablish a judo academy and

train promising athletes and

eventually coach the Ameri-

can judo team in the

Olympics. Given all that he

has demonstrated, the USCIS

was convinced that petitioner

may transition from athlete to

coach and remain in his field

of expertise.

reuben s. seguritan has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

he employment-

based first prefer-

ence visa (EB-1)

is granted to per-

sons of extraordi-

nary ability. They

don’t need a job offer and they

may self-petition. It is one of

the fastest ways to get a green

card.

It is usually reserved for

outstanding scientists, artists

and professors. But recently, a

judo athlete was able to success-

fully qualify under the category.

In a decision reached by the Ad-

ministrative Appeals Office, the

self-petitioner, a judo expert

from Korea was granted EB-1

status so he can teach future

judo athletes here in the US.

A foreign national apply-

ing for EB-1 visa must demon-

strate sustained national or

international acclaim and give

extensive documentation of

his achievements.  This claim

is best evidenced through a

one-time achievement of a

that have a distinguished rep-

utation; (9) evidence of high

remuneration in relation to

others in the field; and (10) ev-

idence of commercial success

in the performing arts.

He was able to demon-

strate that he satisfied three of

the ten regulatory criteria dis-

cussed above. He showed

records that he won first place

in national and international

competitions. He also showed

that his professional or athletic

accomplishments were made

the subject of an article pub-

lished in Seoul Yonhap News,

Korea’s largest news organiza-

tion. The piece featured his

performance in various rounds

of tournaments. He also pre-

sented that he has a position in

the national judo team which

is effectively the most difficult

association membership for a

judo athlete to obtain, espe-

cially in Korea. Even his

membership in the national

team suffices to show one of

the ten criteria because only

those with the highest level of

performance make the cut.

T

major, internationally recog-

nized award, such as the

Nobel Prize, an Oscar Award

or an Olympic medal. How-

ever, it can also be proven by

submitting evidence falling

under at least three out of the

ten regulatory criteria. 

These ten criteria are the

following: (1) receipt of lesser

nationally or internationally

recognized prizes or awards

for excellence; (2) member-

ship in associations in the field

that demand outstanding

achievement of their mem-

bers; (3) published material

about the alien in profession

or major trade publications or

other media; (4) evidence that

the alien has been asked to

judge the work of others, ei-

ther individually or in a panel;

(5) evidence of original con-

tributions of major signifi-

cance to the field; (6)

authorship of scholarly arti-

cles; (7) display of the alien’s

work at artistic exhibitions or

showcases; (8) evidence of

performance in a leading or

critical role for organizations

Because he was able to sat-

isfy three of the ten criteria, the

next is for the adjudicator to

look at the evidence in totality

and find out whether the for-

eign national meets the re-

quired level of expertise for the

category. His level of expertise

must be that of a small percent-

age of individuals who have

risen to the very top of their

field of endeavor, and that he

has sustained national or inter-

national acclaim and his

achievements have been recog-

nized in his field of expertise. 

Here, the petitioner was

able to satisfy the board that

he has a long, successful and

recent career as a judo athlete.

From 2000 to 2012, he was a

member of the Korean na-

tional team that sweeps

awards in the sport in the

Judo Athlete Qualified for EB-1
Extraordinary Ability 

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Women’s Rights Group Welcomes
Duterte
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cataracts and

are they treat-

able? 

A: Cataracts

continue to be

the leading cause of blindness

worldwide among middle- and

low-income countries. In

America, more than 24.5 mil-

lion people over the age of 40

suffer from cataracts, according

to Prevent Blindness America

and the National Eye Institute,

with almost 115,000 of those

individuals right here in

Hawaii. Nearly half of all

Americans have cataracts by

the age of 75.

A cataract is a natural

process of aging that occurs

when the normally clear lens of

the eye starts to become

cloudy. This blocks and distorts

light, which is necessary for the

retina to process images. Signs

of cataracts can include blurred

vision, sensitivity to light, fad-

ing or yellowing of colors, poor

night vision, sensitivity to glare

and seeing a halo around bright

lights. 

Although cataracts are

mostly age-related, there are

other risk factors, including

exposure to ultraviolet (UV)

light, diet, smoking, diabetes,

use of some steroid medica-

tions and serious eye injuries.  

The good news is cataracts

are very much treatable, and

cataract surgery is one of the

most common operations per-

formed in the U.S.  There are a

variety of treatment options;

however, the general process

involves removing the clouded

lens of the eye and replacing it

with an artificial lens implant.

Modern cataract surgery can

usually be upgraded to include

vision correction that helps to

reduce the dependency on

glasses and contacts for those

with refractive errors (i.e. near-

sightedness, farsightedness,

astigmatism, etc.). Surgery is

typically outpatient with very

little pain or discomfort re-

ported. 

The most advanced treat-

ment for cataracts on the mar-

ket uses femtosecond laser

technology, with LENSAR

being a popular system that im-

plements this process. Fem-

tosecond laser systems offer

more precise and customizable

treatment for cataracts. Sur-

geons can fully automate and

customize critical planning and

execution steps for refractive

cataract surgery. With 3D im-

aging and surgical mapping

tools, more specific parameters

during surgery can be identi-

fied for increased accuracy and

precision. 

Preventative measures and

early detection can help you

protect your vision from

cataracts. If you are 40 and over,

you should have a comprehen-

sive dilated eye exam every two

to three years from your eye

care professional. If you are 40

and over with other risk factors

or 60 and over, you should get

an eye exam once a year. Speak

with your doctor and make sure

you know the signs.

steVen rhee, d.o., is a

board-certified ophthalmologists at

Hawaiian Eye Center. Along with

his colleague Christopher Tortora,

M.D., Medical Director of Hawai-

ian Eye, Dr. Rhee hosts “The

Hawaiian Eye Show,” a weekly in-

formational radio program about

healthy vision broadcast live every

Saturday at 8 a.m. on KHVH 830

AM/rebroadcast at 9 p.m. on

KHBZ 990 AM. 

ASK A DOCTOR

By Steven Rhee, D.O.

Q:

Cataracts Are a Natural Process
of Aging Eyes

MAINLAND NEWS

U.S. Senate Passes Filipino WWII Veterans
Congressional Gold Medal Act

T
he U.S. Senate voted

unanimously to pass S.

1555, a bill authored by

U.S. Sen. Mazie K. Hirono to

award Filipino World War II

veterans with a Congressional

Gold Medal in recognition of

their dedicated service during

World War II. 

“I thank my Senate col-

leagues for joining me in rec-

ognizing these veterans’

service and sacrifice with the

Congressional Gold Medal,

one of our nation’s highest

civilian honors,” says Hirono.

“With many of these veterans

in their twilight years, it is ur-

gent that we move swiftly to

grant these veterans with the

long overdue benefits and

recognition they earned

decades ago through their

valiant service.”

Members of the Congres-

sional Asian Pacific American

Caucus (CAPAC) applauded

the bill’s passage and urged

their colleagues in the U.S.

House to follow suit. Currently

chaired by U.S. Rep. Judy Chu

(D-California), the CAPAC is

comprised of congressional

members who are of Asian and

Pacific Islander descent and

who are dedicated to promot-

ing the well-being of the Asian

American and Pacific Islander

(AAPI) community. 

A counterpart to the bill,

H.R. 2737, was introduced by

U.S Rep. Tulsi Gabbard and

currently has 172 co-sponsors.

House rules require Congres-

sional Gold Medal legislation

to have 290 co-sponsors before

it can be considered for a vote. 

U.S. Rep. Gabbard hopes

that H.R. 2737 will be passed

by year’s end.  

“We’ve made tremendous

progress over the past year to

gather bipartisan support from

lawmakers for this legislation,”

she says. “172 Members from

both parties have co-sponsored

this bill in the House so far, and

we will continue working to

pass H.R.2737 in the House be-

fore the end of the year.”

Ben Acohido of the Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars-Hawaii

Chapter, thanked Hirono for

her efforts. 

“We are grateful to Senator

Hirono for her work and dedi-

cation in gaining the over-

whelming support needed to

pass this important legislation

out of the U.S. Senate,” Aco-

hido says. “The Congressional

Gold Medal will preserve the

history of service and sacrifice

by these loyal Filipino WWII

veterans.”

There are an estimated

15,000 surviving veterans re-

siding in the U.S. and the

Philippines with most now in

their mid-90s. They served in

the United States Army Forces

in the Far East as Philippine

Scouts, members of the Philip-

pine Commonwealth Army and

recognized guerillas.

U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono
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CLASSIFIED ADSCOMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

LA UNION CIRCLE OF HAWAII, 2016 MISS & MRS.
LA UNION HAWAII USA | July 30, 2016, Thursday | 5:30

p.m cost: $65 | HiBiScUS BallrOOM, ala MOana HOTEl

|  Contact: Baybee Hufana Ablan @ 753-5616

PHILIPPINE WOMEN'S CIVIC CLUB (PWCC),
FILIPINIANA BALL & INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
| august 13, 2016, Saturday | 6:00 p.m | HiBiScUS

BallrOOM, ala MOana HOTEl |  For more info, contact Letty

Saban @ 255-9429, Edith Gudoy @ 457-0253 or Mimi Gozar @

312-0778

RE-AFFIRMATION AND INSTALLATION OF ILOCOS
SURIAN ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII [ISAH] OFFICERS
AND DIRECTORS FOR 2016-2018| august 14, 2016,

Saturday | HOnOlUlU cOUnTrY clUB |  For more info,

contact Amado Yoro, co-organizer and adviser of ISAH @ 364-

5258

UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII (UPAAH), GALA DINNER
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS | august 20, 2016,

Saturday  | 6:00 p.m | FilcOM cEnTEr |  Contact: Bea Ramos

CLEANING ACCOUNTS FORM SALE
Established accts. nice clients
Make your investment back in 3 mons!
phone: 351-6329 or: 
email: d.brid@yahoo.com

DRIVER WANTED (FT/PT)
FRUIT/VEGETABLE CUTTER (FT/PT)
regular Hi driver’s license &
clean abstract req’d
paid vacation+Overtime possible
Super Foods, inc.
3209 Ualena St., 834-1541

BIG ISLAND COOk POSITION
Must  know pork adobo. Will train the rest.
great pay / benefits.
apply @ paradise pizza,
Waikoloa Beach resort. 

JANITORS PART TIME |TOWN | DAYS $8 HR
Full time utility esp strip/wax floors, clean
carpets,windows
6aM-2:30 pM or 7pM-3aM | $9- $11 hr
dr lic & US citizen helpful but not needed
call 8451955| 9-4pM M-F

DRIVER & PROCESSION
ROOM WORkER

■    Clean abstract required for driver.

■    Competitive pay, medical, dental, vision, &

    401k

■    profit sharing benefits.

application hours:

10am-3pm, Mon-Fri

apply in person at:

KOHa FOOdS

500 alakawa St. #104

Honolulu, Hi 96817

Razon @ 778-6291, Melody Calisay @ 224-9535 or Jenny

Normandy @ 286-4426

FILIPINO WOMEN'S CIVIC CLUB MARIA CLARA
BALL | September 17, 2016, Saturday   | 6:00 p.m | HiBiScUS

BallrOOM, ala MOana HOTEl |  Contact: Bernadette

Fajardo @ 342-8090 or Cecilia Villafuerte @ 780-4985

FILCOM CENTER'S BAYANIHAN GALA DINNER
2016 | October 14, 2016 | 6:00 pM | SHEraTOn WaiKiKi

HOTEl | Contact 808-80-0451 for more information

MAUI FIL-AM HERITAGE FESTIVAL BY THE MAUI
FILIPINO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | October 15,

2016 , Saturday  | 10:00 a.m - 3:00 p.m | MaUi Mall,

KaHUlUi, MaUi |  Contact Kit Zulueta @ 808-291-9407

PASkO SA FILCOM | december 4, 2016 | FilcOM cEnTEr

| Contact 808-680-0451 for details.

OHANA MEDICAL MISSION IN THE PHILIPPINES |

december 14-dec. 23, 2016 |  Contact: JP Orias @ 387-8297 for

further information

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Entry Position

JOB rEqUirEMEnTS:

       ilocano/eng. speaking; farming experience; Knowledge of plants ; 
          experienced with some power tools; Quality conscious ; team Player
BEnEFiTS:

      medical/dental/Vision HmSA coverage - fully paid
         Paid Holidays (15), Vacation Pay, and Sick Pay
         Annual raises and Annual Bonus
cOMpEnSaTiOn:

      Start $11 - $12/hr; opportunity for advancement

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Experienced Professional

JOB rEqUirEMEnTS:

         ilocano/english speaking; irrigation repair & controller Knowledge; 
         commercial/industrial experience; Knowledge of Herbicides;
         Pesticides, and fertilizers; Knowledge of plants; experienced with 
         tools, equipment & machines; team Player; Quality conscious;
         industry references; Valid drivers license
BEnEFiTS:

         medical/dental/Vision HmSA coverage - fully paid
         Paid Holidays (15), Vacation Pay, and Sick Pay
         Annual raises and Annual Bonus
cOMpEnSaTiOn:

         Start $14 - $16/hour depending on industry knowledge,
         experience, & capabilities

CALL 721-6520

HELP WANTED
Full time & permanent

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel has
apparently been abandoned for over 60 days on the
property of: Parker Marine 1260 Richard Lane Hon-
olulu HI 96819 (808)721-1000. The vessel is de-
scribed as: 35' sloop sailboat, Hull id
cHl036270779. Application for title will be made in
accordance with Section 200-51 of the Annotated
Code of Hawaii, Natural Resources Article if this ves-
sel is not claimed and removed from the above prop-
erty within 10 days of this notice and all back fees paid.

A B A N D O N E D

GLOBAL NEWS

T
ens of thousands of overseas

Filipinos had a front row seat

at home as GMA Pinoy TV

kicked off a month-long celebration

of the 118th Philippine Independ-

ence Day in countries around the

world including Kuwait, the United

Arab Emirates, Qatar, the U.S.,

Canada and the United Kingdom.

Bannered by some of GMA’s

brightest stars, the series of events

was vibrant, colorful and exuded a

truly festive Filipino atmosphere.

GMA Pinoy TV, along with interna-

tional channels GMA Life TV and

GMA News TV International,

served as exclusive media sponsors.

Kapuso star and 2013 Miss

World Megan Young kicked off the

festivities in Kuwait last May 29

with “Kalayaan sa Kuwait,” organ-

ized by various Filipino organiza-

tions in the country, along with the

Philippine Embassy. Megan enter-

tained the crowd at the Qadsia

Sports Club with musical numbers

and met with Kapuso fans at the end

of the show. She also toured the city

before paying a courtesy visit to the

Philippine Embassy and the Philip-

pine Overseas Labor Office.

Megan then flew to California

for the Philippine Independence Day

celebration in Carson City. After a

June 11 performance in Veterans

Park, Megan was bestowed with

various awards and commendations

by the California Senate, the City of

Los Angeles, the City of Carson and

the Philippine Independence Day

Foundation of Carson.

In the United Arab Emirates, Ka-

puso Premier Actress Lovi Poe ban-

nered the “118th Philippine

Independence Day in Dubai” at the

Dubai World Trade Center last June

3, spearheaded by the Philippine In-

dependence Day Celebration Organ-

izing Committee and the Philippine

Consular Office in Dubai. While in

the city, she spent time with overseas

Filipino workers during a courtesy

visit to the Philippine Consular Office

and met with local Filipino media.

Meanwhile, stunning Kapuso

actress Andrea Torres was in Doha

for “Kalinangan 2016” organized by

the United Filipino Organizations

Qatar, in partnership with the Philip-

pine Embassy in Qatar. Andrea’s

congenial personality and warmth

won over her fellow Filipinos during

a courtesy visit to the Consulate Of-

fice, as well as the crowd who came

to see her performance at the Shera-

ton Hotel.

In Canada, the wacky pairing of

Kapuso leading man Tom Rodriguez

actor-comedian Betong Sumaya

kept audiences amused at the “Pinoy

Fiesta and Trade Show in Toronto”

organized by the Philippine Cana-

dian Charitable Foundation, last

June 18. The Metro Toronto Con-

vention Centre was filled to capacity

with Filipino-Canadians, among

them noted local dignitaries of the

Canadian government, as Tom and

Betong took to the stage for their

rousing performances.

GMA Pinoy TV’s Philippine In-

dependence Day celebrations closed

with the “Birmingham-Sandwell-

West Midlands Fiesta Celebrations”

in the United Kingdom featuring

Kapuso Primetime King Dingdong

Dantes, and presented by the non-

profit community group, the Birm-

ingham Filipino-British Community

Volunteers, last July 3.

Over 5,000 people gathered at

the biggest Filipino fiesta celebra-

tion in the West Midlands, with the

crowd enthusiastically cheering dur-

ing Dingdong’s performance. Prior

to the event, Dingdong paid a visit

to the Philippine Embassy in the

UK, toured London’s iconic land-

marks and met fellow Filipinos in

the country.

“These events across the globe

are truly a festive and heartwarming

reminder of what it is to be a Filipino

to those who are far away from

home,” says Joseph T. Francia,

GMA first vice president and head

of international operations. “As the

global Filipino community contin-

ues to expand, GMA Pinoy TV will

also continue to reach more of our

kababayans, wherever they may be

in the world.” 

GMA Pinoy TV Holds Worldwide Fiesta
by HFC Staff

Megan Young
shared the love
with hundreds
of pinoys who
came to
Kalayaan sa
Kuwait.
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