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COVO HOLDS 22ND ANNUAL STATE
CONVENTION

By Serafin COLMENARES
he Congress of Visayan Organizations (COVO), the statewide
umbrella of Visayan organizations in Hawaii, gathered last August 15-16, 2009 in Kailua-Kona on the Big Island for its 22nd
Annual Statewide Convention.
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The convention proper was held at the
Hale Halawai Community Center with 119
delegates from Kauai, Oahu, Lanai, Maui
and the Big Island. The evening gala was
held at the Sheraton Keauhou Bay Resort
and Spa Convention Hall with 300 people
in attendance. The Kona Visayan Club, led
by president Jane Clement, hosted both
events.

COVO CONVENTION
Following breakfast and a welcoming
speech by Clement, the morning session of
the convention commenced and included a
panel discussion on the theme “The
Visayan Centennial: Looking Back and
Moving Forward.”

Panelists included former Hawaii
County councilmember Angel Pilago, Virgie
Cruzada of Kauai, Darwin Arellano of the
Honolulu Filipino Jaycees, and Melita Bunghanoy of Kona. They spoke about the need
to learn from the past in order to set a direction for the future and emphasized the
role of the family in molding our young people’s perspectives. Barbara Morrison of
Kauai moderated the panel discussion.
Lunch followed a dance presentation
by the Kona Visayan Club and Hilo Visayan
Club youth groups. Outgoing COVO president Margarita Hopkins introduced luncheon speaker Mayor Billy Kenoi of the Big
Island. Kenoi spoke about the importance of
the values that were taught us by our an(continued on page 4)

Noynoy Joins 2010 Race

The newly elected officers of the Congress of Visayan Organizations take their oath of office with Philippine Consul Paul Cortes as installing officer.

RP Shows Signs of Economic
Recovery - BSP

By Aurea CALICA

ANILA, Philippines - After days of
soul-searching,
Sen.
Benigno
“Noynoy” Aquino III finally declared
yesterday that he will run for president in
2010 to “continue the fight” of his parents
and unite the country against an unpopular
but well-entrenched administration.
In declaring his candidacy, Aquino also
acknowledged the tough fight ahead as he
would have to battle it out with other opposition candidates, several of whom have long
been unofficially on the campaign trail.
Aquino is the only son of the late president and democracy icon Corazon Aquino
and Marcos nemesis senator Benigno
Aquino Jr.
“I accept the call of the people,” Noynoy
Aquino told supporters gathered at Club Filipino in Greenhills. “I accept the responsibility of continuing our fight for the people. I
accept the challenge to lead this fight,” he
said.
“I want to make democracy work not
only for the rich and the well connected but
for everyone,” Noynoy said.

Mayor Billy Kenoi of the Big Island giving his luncheon speech at the annual
convention.

Panelists discussed the theme of the convention: The Visayan Centennial - Looking
Back and Moving Forward. (l to r) Virgie
Cruzada of Kauai, former Big Island
County Council member Angel Pilago,
Darwin Arellano of the Honolulu Filipino
Jaycees, and Melita Bunghanoy of Kona.
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“We need to continue to monitor
deve-lopments. Things change
and there’s always an evolution
of developments. We have to
ANILA, Philippines
take these into account on a
- The Bangko Senregular basis. At this point, the
tral ng Pilipinas
settings are appropriate,”
(BSP) said there are alTetangco told reporters yesterready signs of economic
day.
recovery, indicating that
Last Aug. 20, the central
demand for Philippine exbank decided to keep policy
ports would soon pick up.
rates steady after cutting rates
BSP
Governor
by as much as 200 basis points
Amando M. Tetangco Jr.
said that as the economy
BSP Gov. Amando Tetangco since December 2008. The
overnight borrowing rate is currecovers, the BSP would
continue to assess the global environment rently at four percent while the overnight
to ensure that its monetary settings will lending rate is at six percent.
(continued on page 3)
continue to support growth.

By Iris C. GONZALES

M

Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III
Noynoy was with his sisters as well as
girlfriend Valenzuela City Councilor Shalani
Soledad when he made the announcement
in the same hall where his mother took her
oath of office shortly after the 1986 People
Power revolution that ousted the dictator
Ferdinand Marcos.
(continued on page 4)
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The Cost of Business As Usual
ith countries racing to recover from the global economic crisis, the results of the latest international survey can only be bad news for the Philippines. In the 2009-2010
Global Competitiveness Report prepared by the World Economic Forum, 13,000
business leaders ranked the Philippines 87th among 133 economies in terms of competitiveness. The ranking was a major drop for the Philippines, which was rated 71st last year.
Despite repeated assurances by the government that it is addressing corruption, it was still
considered the biggest problem in doing business in the Philippines, according to those polled
for the annual study. The other top problems, which have long been cited by investors in the
Philippines, were an inefficient bureaucracy, inadequate infrastructure and policy instability.
The country ranked low particularly in the quality of its institutions, with low public trust of
politicians, favoritism in decisions of government officials, efficiency in the legal framework for
settling disputes, diversion of public funds, wasteful government spending and corporate ethical behavior.
This week the World Bank also released a report showing that the Philippines has slipped
further in terms of ease in doing business. From 136th place two years ago, the country slipped
to 141st last year and is now ranked 144th among 183 economies. In Asia, the country was
ahead only of Cambodia, Timor-Leste and Lao PDR. Similar results emerged in the Global
Competitiveness Index, where the Philippines ranked behind even Vietnam, which was at 75th
place. Thailand, whose economy used to be at par with that of the Philippines, ranked an enviable 36th. The co-author of the Doing Business report said the drop did not necessarily mean
the business climate in the Philippines had worsened, but that other countries could be doing
better.
Regardless of the reason, the country’s slides in ranking in two international studies still showed that the Philippines, for all the rosy economic figures touted by the administration, is falling behind all but a handful of its neighbors. The studies give an insight into why the Philippines is falling behind
its neighbors in attracting job-generating foreign direct investments as well as tourism. Many of the problems cited in study after study are the same and
have been raised by investors over the past years. The government has resisted calls for reforms, thinking that it can get away with business as usual.
Now we are seeing the results. (www.philstar.com)
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The Package Tells What
Is Inside
t did not come as a surprise when Noynoy Aquino announced yesterday
his acceptance of the clamor for him to run for president in next year's
general election. When the clamor arose, there was no way he could reject it, nor would the crowds allow him to.
The bigger surprise would have been if Noynoy rejected the clamor.
People would have been genuinely stunned by a real display of honesty
and fortitude. The argument about giving power to one who did not want it
would have been unshakably sustained if he refused power.
But the crowds around Noynoy already knew his decision even before
he said it. There was no hint of anxiety or uncertainty in the faces of those
who rushed to his press conference. In fact the air was festive. The hordes
knew their politics and how it would turn out.
This early, therefore, it is already clear there will not be any change or
reform under a Noynoy Aquino administration, in case he wins. This is not
to say he will not try. We are not disputing the inherent goodness of Noynoy,

I

so he will try. But will he succeed?
It is sad that after going into a retreat Noynoy still failed to discern what
had been very obvious from the start: That nobody gave a damn about him
until his mother died and that when the crowds showed up some people
saw in their numbers the formula for their own interests.
Nobody has a monopoly of wanting only good for this country. Those
who surround Noynoy may be fired by an honest desire for change and reform. But not all of them. Far more are in it for their own gain. We have seen
it played out over and over again.
To be sure there is always a first time. But not this time. The first time was
with Cory. But we not only failed her. We also botched our only chance. Believe it or not, but this time it is still all about chances of winning, not about
change, and certainly not reform.
Principles do not vary with personalities. If this had been about principles, Noynoy could just as well have assigned the so-called Cory Magic to
Mar Roxas by standing by him, even becoming his running mate. He could
have told the nation this was what Cory wanted.
But this is more about winning. Roxas was just not winnable. So
switches has to be made at terrible cost. But no matter, as long as winning
is assured. And if this is the package, then we already know what is inside.
(www.philstar.com)
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OPINION
History in September

SEPTEMBER 12, 2009

ROSES & THORNS / By Alejandro R. ROCES
eptember marks the start of
the “-ber” months and for
most Pinoys, the month signals the countdown to Christmas
Day. It is also the “brrr” months
as the weather gets colder towards the most awaited month of
the year, December. Enterprising
companies and businessmen
take advantage by airing Christmas-inspired advertisements to
promote their products on television, radio and newspapers.
Malls and shops play Christmas
carols this early to elicit the buying spirit of consumers.

S

This time of the year also
brings to mind many memorable
events in history. World War II
broke out on September 1 seventy years ago, triggering a global
conflict which claimed 50 million
lives, including six million Jews
who perished in the Holocaust.
This is the reason why WW II is
considered to be the greatest
tragedy of the 20th century. September 2 is the day Japanese Imperial Army General Yamashita
surrendered, ending Japanese
occupation in the Philippines and
later on, the Pacific war. Septem-

ber 9 is a memorable day for Cebuanos for it is the birthday of
Sergio Osmena Sr., Speaker of
the First Philippine Assembly and
second President of the Commonwealth of the Philippines after
Manuel L. Quezon whom he
served as Vice-President. He also
founded the Nacionalista Party.
Few people are conscious of
history and its importance to the
progress of our country. Others
simply forget due to preoccupation with present concerns.
Hence, I always welcome the opportunity to talk about past events
and the people who played a part
in them. Thanks to what the

HEADLINE NEWS (CONT.)
(cont. from page 1; RP Shows...)

“At the last meeting, the
Monetary Board decided to hold.
The assessment then was, given
the forecast for inflation as well
as signs for improving economic
performance, the stance of monetary is appropriately accommodative,” Tetangco said.
The BSP chief added that
with signs of economic recovery
on the horizon, monetary authorities would make sure that the
central bank’s inflation forecast
remains on track with respect to
inflation target.
The central bank has a tar-

said the BSP would make sure
that there is enough liquidity in
the financial system so that there
would be adequate financing for
productive purposes.
“It is also important that the
different sectors continue to take
advantage of opportunities, like
the business process outsourcget range of 2.5 percent to 4.5 ing (BPO) sector. Remittances
percent for the year. In August, in- are also still growing despite the
flation hit a fresh 22-year low of crisis. These types of activity
0.1 percent on the back of slower would help generate consumer
increases in the prices of fuel, demand which can help push the
light and water.
e c o n o m y, ” Te t a n g c o s a i d .
At the same time, Tetangco (www.philstar.com)

young ones call the internet, we
can easily call to mind events
from the past without delving into
thick history books and journals.
Memory gaps or historical ignorance have no space in this age
of interconnectedness. The internet technology is the greatest invention since people started
using it many years ago. Now,
people from different parts of the
globe can exchange conversation
in real time. The most useful to
me is the availability of information anytime when I need it because my staff easily gets it from
the internet.
We just learned that September 9 was recently designated as
World Day of Interconnectedness
to highlight the importance of an
interconnected planet to solve the
common problems of the world
and to work for a healthy, sustainable life for everyone. Indeed

3
governments and their leaders in
a global village can now easily
work together to tackle issues and
concerns that will affect them.
With this facility, we hope that
people will also be more conscious of their past for it is in
knowing their past that they can
understand the present better and
prepare for a better future.
Yesterday was September 9,
2009 (9-9-9), and it will take another 100 years for these numbers to appear again. In Tagalog,
siyam-siyam either means nine
days of rain during the onslaught
of the rainy season or connotes “a
long wait”. Tomorrow, we commemorate the tragedy caused by
the World Trade Center bombing
in New York on September 11,
2001, since been named as 911.
What’s in dates and names? History and numbers make the world
go round. (www.philstar.com)
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cestors and which will guide us as
we take stock of the present and
plan for the future. He also
thanked all delegates for choosing
the Big Island as the venue for this
convention.
Hopkins presided over the afternoon business session. Several
resolutions were passed, which included resolutions to:
•
Request Hawaii’s congressional delegation for assistance in the case of Manuelita
Dejos Pierce who disappeared during a Caribbean
cruise in 2000
•
Urge the governor to reconsider the termination of staff
of the Office of Language Access
•
Thank U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye for his support of Fil-Am
veterans and the Fil-Com
Center
•
Implement a nursing faculty
exchange agreement between the state of Hawaii and
Cebu
(cont. from page 1; Noynoy...)

After his announcement the
crowd sang “Bayan Ko” while raising their hands in the “L” sign for
laban or fight.
President Arroyo, who lost the
support of the Aquinos over
charges of corruption and election
fraud, is scheduled to step down in
June 2010 after serving more than
nine years. She is not allowed to
run for re-election but is widely believed to be scheming to extend
her stay in office with the help of
her supporters in Congress.
“Tinatanggap ko ang hamong
mamuno sa labang ito. Bayang
Pilipinas, tatakbo po ako sa pagkapangulo sa darating na halalan.
Itutuloy po natin ang laban.
Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! Nawa’y
pagpalain tayo ng Poong Maykapal (I am accepting the challenge
to lead this fight. Philippines, I will
run for president in the coming
election. We will continue the fight.

•

•

•

•

Establish sister-city and sister
state/province relationships
between Honolulu and Hawaii
and several cities and
provinces in the Philippines
Support Unite HERE Local 5
and employees of the Kona
Resort Hotel
Support two federal bills that
amend several laws relating
to federal employee retirement privileges
Designate the Oahu Visayan
Council as host for next year’s
convention and 5th LapuLapu Awards Gala.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
COVO members also elected
a new slate of officers for 20092011. They include President Jane
Clement (Kona Visayan Club);
Vice President Vergel Lonzaga
(Santo Nino Club of Maui); Secretary Evelyn Basnillo (Kauai
Visayan Club); Asst. Secretary
Emma Calvo (Cebuano Association of Hawaii); Treasurer Felipe
Tan (Kahirup Ilonggo of Hawaii);
Asst. Treasurer Cora Nelson
Long live the Philippines. May God
bless us),” Noynoy said to wild
cheers.
The declaration came on the
40th day of Mrs. Aquino’s death.
The massive outpouring of sympathy for Aquino after her death from
colon cancer last month prompted
supporters of her son to urge him
to run for president.
Noynoy and the Liberal Party
where he belongs are primarily
banking on his name, but the senator said he has his own track
record and that he would no longer
need to brag about his qualifications.

OWN TRACK RECORD
A three-term congressman
and an economist by training, he
said that if elected he would ensure
that government resources are utilized efficiently, criticizing Mrs. Arroyo – his former economics
professor – for “forgetting what she

held at the Sheraton Convention
Hall and was well attended. After a
welcome speech by Hopkins, attendees were treated to a buffet
Newlydinner, with entertainment proelected
vided by Roy Galigo’s one-man
COVO
band.
President
Guest speaker Geminiano
Jane Clement
Arre, Fil-Com Center president,
(Dabawenyos of Hawaii); Auditor discussed the Fil-Com Center and
Rebecca Godfrey (Santo Nino the state of Filipino organizations
Club of Maui); and Asst. Auditor in general. He was followed by
Aurea Laymon (Kauai Visayan Philippine consul Paul Raymund
Cortes who proceeded to install
Club).
Governors for various geo- the new COVO officers.
New COVO president, Jane
graphic areas were also selected
by their respective regions: Clement gave her acceptance
Richard Ancog (Windward Oahu), speech and congratulated the outMarie Tedios (Leeward Oahu), going officers on a job well done.
Mitch Ouye (Kauai), Maritess She then called on the new set of
Boren (Maui), Leticia Bacalso officers as well as the presidents
(Lanai), Cosme Presiados (West of COVO’s member organizations
Hawaii), and William Cogo (East for their commitment and support.
Hawaii). Retained for his seventh She also thanked the many peoyear as Executive Director is for- ple who helped to make the conmer COVO president Jun Col- vention a success.
A mixture of song and dance
menares.
presentations from the Oahu
Visayan Council, the Kauai
EVENING GALA
The evening function was Visayan Club, the Hilo Visayan
has taught me.”
He said he witnessed during
his mother’s funeral the yearning
of the people for true democracy
and freedom that his parents had
fought for all their lives.
“Nakita natin ang pagbabalik
ng pagmamahal sa bawat isa at
handang magsakripisyo para sa ikabubuti ng nakararami. Maraming
boses ang narinig sa mga
sumunod na mga araw pagkatapos ng libing ng ating ina (We saw
that love for one another and the
readiness to sacrifice for the sake
of others have come back. We
heard a lot of calls following the
death of our mother),” Noynoy
said.
Noynoy said one man had
egged him to run and offered one
to two million signatures but he
said he did not “take it seriously
then.”
One prominent columnist
sent him a text message about

déjà vu of what transpired in
1986.
He said he also drew inspiration from fifth-graders he met during his spiritual journey.
He said it was the mounting
calls for him to run that made him
decide to go on a spiritual retreat
in a Carmelite monastery to seek
discernment and divine guidance.
“Somebody told me that once
I had made the right decision, the
path for you to take would already
be easy,” Noynoy said.
Noynoy said the withdrawal
from the race of long-time LP
standard-bearer Sen. Manuel
Roxas II made him reflect more
on his options.
He praised Roxas for his
“selfless act” and said he would
like him to be his running mate.

IT’S ABOUT TIME
The senator’s eldest sister,
Maria Elena “Ballsy” Aquino-Cruz,
said they already allowed Noynoy
to make the announcement about
his plan since he had made up his
mind and had prayed over it, along
with the whole family.
Ballsy said it was better for
Noynoy to reveal his decision now
than to keep the people waiting.
Noynoy said his opponents
had started their “branding,” or
image-building in their trips to the
provinces to be with local leaders
long before he even thought of
joining the game.
“(I am late) if we run a traditional campaign. I think in this case
the people will be the ones to carry
the burden and as I moved
around, I was able to verify there
was indeed a clamor and the people would be the ones to push this
forward,” Noynoy said in a press
conference later at the Senate.
At Club Filipino in Greenhills,
Noynoy was presented with coins
as contributions for his campaign.

SEPTEMBER 12, 2009
Club, and the Kona Visayan Club,
punctuated by special song numbers by the “singing consul” Paul
Raymund Cortes, provided a lot of
wonderful entertainment. Dancing, with music provided by Roy
Galigo, lasted until almost midnight.

AFTER-CONVENTION
PICNIC
The following day, a picnic for
all delegates was held at the Old
Airport Pavilion along Kailua Bay.
There was lots of food—fish, lechon and opihi—as well as
games, dancing, swimming and
other entertainment.
While the rest of the delegates continued to socialize after
lunch, the newly-elected COVO
officers held their first quarterly
meeting of the year. They discussed the remaining events of
the Visayan Centennial Celebration, as well as other activities for
the forthcoming year. They also
agreed to make use of teleconferencing for future meetings to save
on travel expenses.
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, who as
armed forces chief had helped the
Aquino administration repulse several coup attempts, vowed to serve
him with dedication and symbolically offered P100 contribution.
At the Baclaran Church in
Parañaque City where a Mass
was held to mark the 40th day of
his mother’s death, Noynoy was
mobbed by the people and he was
applauded as he entered the hall.
The choir sang “Bayan Ko” and a
small piggy bank with a yellow ribbon tied around it was presented
to him.
The priest said he was hoping that Noynoy would turn his
back on corruption and serve the
people with love and compassion.
LP stalwart and former
Batanes Rep. Florencio Abad said
they were counting on volunteers
to help in Noynoy’s campaign.
Opposition unity dim
Noynoy’s entry in the presidential derby is not affecting the
preparations of other parties with
their own presidential candidates.
Noynoy said he is open to
unity talks but said he is not sure if
he has the right to call for a meeting, being the newest in the ball
game.
He agreed with Sen. Loren
Legarda that having one candidate for the opposition is ideal but
difficult to achieve at this time.
Legarda is herself pining for
her party’s endorsement of her
presidential bid. Her party, the Nationalist People’s Coalition, has
yet to decide if it’s she or Sen.
Francis Escudero who will represent the party in 2010.
The Nacionalista Party, on
the other hand, has Sen. Manuel
Villar Jr. as standard-bearer.
Pwersa ng Masang Pilipino is
also not giving way to Noynoy and
will field former President Joseph
Estrada. (www.philstar.com)
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iJango a Possible Pyramid Scheme Warns BBB
New business claims to “multi-level market the Internet”
ONOLULU – A new money
making opportunity from a
company that calls itself “the
center of the online universe”
could be nothing more than a
pyramid scheme. A Better Business Bureau (BBB) investigation
shows that iJango—a new selfdescribed multi-level marketing
company—is aggressively seeking representatives for a product
with no track record and a business model with red flags. Consumers are paying hundreds of
dollars in upfront fees based on
the claim that they can earn
money by recruiting others to do
the same—a red flag for pyramid
schemes.
Multi-level marketing (MLM)
is one form of compensation
often used by direct selling companies; sales agents recruit other
sales agents and receive a cut
the new agent’s product sales.
Pyramid schemes, which are illegal, promise that participants can
make money by recruiting people
who then pay for their own opportunity to recruit people. The
money is then filtered up through
the pyramid.
“Millions of people earn hon-

H

est money by selling products
through multi-level marketing.
However, some money making
opportunities blur the lines between MLM and pyramid
schemes,” said Dwight Kealoha,
chief executive officer of Hawaii’s
BBB. “iJango is making big promises about its money making potential, but based on BBB’s
investigation, we believe the potential to generate revenue primarily depends on the ability of
participants to recruit additional
representatives.”
More than 3,400 people nationwide have contacted BBB to
check out Austin, Texas-based
iJango since it launched on August 1, 2009. iJango is being
marketed heavily online, including YouTube and Twitter, through
spam e-mail campaigns, and at
in-person sales presentations
across the country.
In the company's promotional materials, iJango is described as an interactive Web
site portal for customers to access social media and interact
with online merchants. iJango
claims that their representatives
can make money by inviting

"friends, family and associates to
use iJango...for FREE!" The business claims that this portal tracks
individuals' Web surfing and ecommerce activities, thereby generating commissions payable to
iJango based on users’ Web page
views and purchases.
iJango says participants can
pay an upfront fee of $50 to join
the program, but recommends
purchasing a package for
$149.95 with a monthly maintenance fee of $19.95. The company
further
claims
that
consumers participating in the
program will earn income in two
ways:
•
The recruitment of other individuals to purchase the opportunity and the recruitment
of registered customers.
•
Commissions that are generated by Web site traffic and
purchases through iJango
Web site portals.
Along with concerns about
iJango’s business model, BBB
has recently received complaints
about the ease of use of its portal, delayed materials and alleged
difficulty in canceling membership. The company has re-

SOCIAL SECURITY UPDATE

Retirement: Questions and
Answers

by Jane YAMAMOTOBURIGSAY
QUESTION:
How much can I earn
and still get Social Security retirement benefits?

ANSWER:
Starting with the month you
reach your full retirement age,
you will get your full benefits with
no limit on your earnings. Social
Security uses the formulas below,
based on your age, to determine
how much your benefit may be
reduced:
•
If you are under your full retirement age: when you start
getting your Social Security
payments, $1 in benefits will
be deducted for each $2 you
earn above the annual limit.
For 2009, that limit is
$14,160. The earliest age
you can receive Social Security retirement benefits remains 62, even though the
full retirement age is rising.
•
In the year you reach your
full retirement age: $1 in benefits will be deducted for
each $3 you earn above a
different limit, but only counting earnings before the

month you reach full retirement age. For 2009, this
limit is $37,680.
Keep in mind that although
your benefits may be reduced due
to earnings, you may receive a
higher benefit later. After you reach
full retirement age, we will recalculate your benefit amount to give
you credit for any months in which
you did not receive a benefit because of your earnings. In addition,
as long as you continue to work
and receive benefits, we will check
your record every year to see
whether the additional earnings will
increase your monthly benefit.
Find out your full retirement age at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/agein
crease.htm. Learn more by reading our publication, How Work Affects
Your
Benefits,
at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/1006
9.html.

QUESTION:
Do I have to pay income tax on my Social
Security benefits?

ANSWER:
You will have to pay federal
taxes on your benefits if you file
an individual federal tax return
and your total income is more
than $25,000. If you file a joint return, you will have to pay taxes if
you and your spouse have a total
income that is more than
$32,000. For more information,
call the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) toll-free at 1-800-829-3676
(TTY 1-800-829-4059) and ask
for IRS Publication 915, Social
Security and Equivalent Railroad
Retirement Benefits, available online at www.irs.gov/publications/p915/index.html.

sponded
to some consumers by stating that
they have issued, or will issue
a refund. iJango has earned a
BBB rating of F and its full BBB
Reliability Report™ is available
online.
iJango co-founder Cameron
Sharpe also co-created Ultimate
Introductions—aka Ultimate Singles—a purported Christian dating service that generated
complaints from customers after
charging thousands of dollars and
failing to deliver on promises. In
2004, a company sued Ultimate
Introductions for theft, fraud and
unfair competition, and forced it to
go out of business as part of the
settlement.
BBB recommends caution
when considering any business
opportunity and offers following
advice in order to make an informed decision:
•
Avoid any plan that places
primary emphasis on commissions for recruiting additional distributors. It may be
an illegal pyramid scheme.
•
Beware of plans that require
purchase of expensive prod-

ucts and marketing materials
upfront. These plans may be
pyramid schemes in disguise.
•
Beware of plans that claim to
sell miracle products or
promise enormous earnings.
•
Don't pay or sign any contracts in an "opportunity
meeting" or any other pressure-filled situation without
first taking time to think over
the decision. Talk it over with
a family member, friend, accountant or lawyer.
•
Remember that no matter
how good a product may be
or how solid a multi-level
marketing plan appears, an
investment of time, as well as
dollars, may be needed for
your investment to pay off. If
it sounds too good to be true,
it probably is.
For more information on
pyramid schemes and to check
the reliability of any business, visit
www.bbb.org.
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Food & New Products Show to Offer Unique
Shopping Experience
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN
SAMPLING DELICIOUS local
cuisine and shopping for the latest
trends, the 45th Annual Food &
New Products Show may just be
for you.
The event is scheduled for
October 16-18, 2009 at the Neal
Blaisdell Exhibition Hall. Billed as
the premier shopping event of the
year, the Food and New Product
Show offers a wide array of products and services for shoppers’ enjoyment. Hundreds of local and
mainland exhibitors will be part of
this premier shopping and eating

event.
This year’s attractions include:
•
“Taste of the Pacific”—a mix
of old and new food booths offering an array of tasty dishes
from local restaurants and
eateries. Sponsored by Waioli
Tea Room and Laverne’s
Hawaiian and Local Food,
“Taste of the Pacific” also offers wine tasting, the latest
health drinks and much more.
•
“All Things Twilight”—an expo
first featuring clothing, t-shirts,
jewelry, bags, books and
other memorabilia based on

PICTORIAL NEWS
A SUPRISE 85TH BIRTHDAY PARTY!

•

the Twilight saga. Attendees
will have the chance to win
several prize packs filled with
“All Things Twilight” and tickets
for the November 20th opening of the highly-anticipated
movie “New Moon.”
“Made in Hawaii”—an area
filled with art, jewelry, wood
work and clothing from Pacific
Handcrafters Guild featuring
works from well- known local
artists. There will be motivational speakers and best selling authors, including Wally
Amos, owner of Chip and
Cookie, (formerly Famous

There will also be drawings for
various free prizes. Attendees will
have a chance to win a 2010 Kia
Soul from Aloha Auto Group, free
gas for one year from Lex Brodie’s,
free auto maintenance for one year
from Green Fleet, $1,000 in free
groceries from Times Supermar-

kets, free car washes for one year
from McKinley Car Wash, vacation
packages to Las Vegas from Vacations Hawaii, free round trip tickets
to the neighbor islands from Go!
Airlines, free HELE Wireless
Broadband from Mobi, free gift certificates from Zippy’s, 7-Eleven,
restaurant certificates, Waikiki
shows, concerts, movie tickets and
so much more!
Sponsors of the 45th Annual
Food & New Products Show include Aloha Auto Group, KIA,
Zippy’s, Lex Brodie’s Tire Company, Sam’s Club, 7-Eleven and
Vim n’ Vigor.

Brian Viloria Discusses Recent
Fight, Future Plans
by Carlota ADER
AFTER WINNING A UNANIMOUS DECISION over opponent Jesus Iribe and successfully
defending his International Boxing
Federation (IBF) light flyweight title,
Hawaii’s Brian Viloria granted a
brief interview with the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle.
Joining the “Hawaiian Punch”
for the interview was Philippine
singer, actress and television host
Jolina Magdangal who sang the
Philippine national anthem before
the bout. The following interview
was edited for space and clarity.

Catalina Evangelista (right) celebrated her 85th birthday last month.
Family and friends, including Maui Mayor Charmaine Tavares, gathered
to celebrate her surprise birthday party hosted by her children: Rogelio,
Gloria, Estrelita and Alfredo.

Amos Cookies); Michael
Monis, a drug free bodybuilder
and winner of over 20 bodybuilding contests; Mai Lieu,
sales coach and trainer; and
Tanna Dang, owner of Wedding Café and author of local
best seller “Wedding Belles.”

HFC: What message do you have for
your boxing fans, especially those in
the Filipino community?
Viloria: First, to those young
people who aspire to become boxers…
go for it! I encourage you to never lose
sight of your goals, strive to succeed
and never give up. To the Filipino
community in Hawaii…. I did it! I
hope that all of you will continue to
support me. I also want to thank
Waipahu and my family for their support. And especially to my mom and
dad…thank you for your unending
support.
HFC: You have been compared by
some to Manny Pacquiao. Do you
have anything to say about him?
Viloria: Manny is my idol and a
good friend. We play basketball and
poker sometimes. We also talk a lot
about boxing. We spar with each other

sometimes. I’ve learned a lot from
those sparring sessions. He’s a successful boxer in his own right. I hope
to be like him someday.
HFC: What are your future plans?
Viloria: I’m looking forward to
a unification match with (Ivan)
Calderon. Or maybe a rematch with
others I have fought. I would like to
have more fights but right now, I
would like a vacation. I need it especially after this fight. Next month I’ll
start working in the gym again. I’m
looking to a long term career in boxing. But I’ll just take it one day at a
time.
HFC: What do you think of Brian as
a good boxer fighter?
Magdangal: This was my first
time to actually watch his fight. I was
seated in the 3rd row and I felt like I’m
being splashed with water sometimes.
Brian was very determined to win the
fight. He’s strong and full of energy. I
also knew that he was fighting for the
Filipino community.
HFC: What do you think about
Jolina?
Viloria: She’s a great singer. I’ve
known her for a while. She’s a good
friend and great entertainer and actress. She’s easy to like as a person. I’d
like to thank her for coming to grace
my fight.
HFC: What do you think about
Brian as a person?
Magdangal: Brian is a good
friend. He’s an excellent person to be
with and full of life and energy. But
sometimes he’s very, very shy.

HFC: How did you feel about singing
the Philippine national anthem?
Magdangal: At first I was nervous and stressed because in the Philippines, they’ll try to find ways to find
fault if you sing the national anthem.
But it was also exciting to sing for
Brian and the Filipinos here in Hawaii.
I’m proud to be a Filipino and while
singing, I thought about the people in
the Philippines who were also cheering
for Brian.
HFC: When you found out that you’d
be singing the national anthem, did it
ever occur to you that you may be
competing with GMA and TFC, ratings-wise?
Magdangal: No, not all. I was
not competing with TFC. My thinking
was that I’m coming to Hawaii for
Brian and for all the Filipinos here. It’s
unhealthy to think that I’m competing
with TFC.
HFC: What do you think about the
pre-fight production?
Viloria: It was great. Maybe next
time, they could put a little theatric
show like hula dancers and fire
dancers. Or I could come in on a surfboard. But I loved the production.
Thank you to all who were involved. I
appreciate the great support.
HFC: Do you have any plans to join
showbiz?
Viloria: Maybe, why not? But
first I would like to concentrate on my
boxing career, put some energy to it
and get ready for more fights in the future. If given the opportunity later, I
could give show business a try. But
first things first—I’m a boxer and I
want to maintain that for now.
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by Atty. Emmanuel
Samonte TIPON
former Governor of Ilocos
Sur allegedly beat up his
common law wife because
he caught her with another man.
Reports are not very specific on
whether he caught her in the act or
what.
Feminists are up in arms.
They want the former Governor
punished. But according to reports,
he claimed that he was the victim.
He is reported to have said:
"Mabait tayo, di ko sila pinatay.
Huling-huli ko nga." (We are good,
I did not kill them. I really caught
them.)
Susmariosep. An Ilocano
being cuckolded? Unbelievable.
Reminds me of an Ilocos
Norte congressman whose wife
ran off with a Roman Catholic
priest. When I asked the wife why
she did it, she replied: If he can do
it, I can do it too. Subsequently, the
congressman's girl friend ran off
with a local mayor. However, unlike
the Governor, the congressman
did not beat up the wife or girl
friend.
Another Ilocos Norte congressman who later became President placed his favorite girl friend
under surveillance. When the surveillor whispered to the congressman's close friend that a man had
been visiting the girl at night, the
friend told him to tell his boss. The
surveillor said that he was afraid.
The friend accompanied the sur-
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LEGAL MATTERS
Caught in the Act
veillor and told him to tell the congressman what he saw. The congressman summoned his girl
friend. But he did not beat her up. It
was the girl friend who beat up the
surveillor.
That's one of the differences
between Ilocanos from Ilocos Sur
and Ilocos Norte. Since I am from
Ilocos Sur and Ilocos Norte, I am
unpredictable.

NO PUNISHMENT FOR BEATING UP OR KILLING A SPOUSE
Article 247 of the Philippine Revised Penal Code provides:
"Any legally married person who
having surprised his spouse in the
act of committing sexual intercourse with another person, shall
kill any of them or both of them in
the act or immediately thereafter, or
shall inflict upon them any serious
physical injury, shall suffer the
penalty of destierro. If he shall inflict upon them physical injuries of
any other kind, he shall be exempt
from punishment."
This statute does not define an
offense. Rather it provides a privilege or benefit to the accused for
killing or injuring a spouse and/or
paramour - amounting practically
to an exemption from punishment.
People v. Araquel, 106 Phil. 677.
"Destierro" means banishment. It is not considered a punishment. It is intended to protect the
man from reprisal from relatives of
the deceased spouse and/or her
paramour. People v. Coricor, 79
Phil. 672.
The distance to which the accused shall be banished is from 25
to 250 kilometers in the discretion
of the court.
Article 247 was taken from the
Spanish Penal Code which was in
force in the Philippines before
1930. It is not old-fashioned and

unjust or unique. Similar provisions
are found in the statutes of France,
Italy, Belgium, Mexico, Peru, Chile,
and other South American countries. People v. Coricor, 79 Phil.
672.

JUSTIFICATION
The justification for Art. 247 is
the enormous provocation or righteous indignation that results from a
man seeing his spouse in the act of
sexual intercourse with another.
People v. Araquel, 106 Phil. 677.
The vindication of a man's
honor is justified because of the
scandal an unfaithful wife creates.
The law authorizes a man to chastise her, even with death. People v.
Wagas, 171 SCRA 69.

REQUISITES FOR APPLICATION OF ART. 247
In order that Art. 247 may be
invoked, the following must be es-

tablished:
1. The accused is legally married
to the spouse who was killed
or injured.
2. The accused surprises his/her
spouse in the act of committing sexual intercourse with
another person.
3. The accused kills or injures
the spouse and/or paramour
during the act of sexual intercourse or immediately thereafter.
Does the term "legally married" mean that a common law relationship is excluded?
The spouse and paramour
must be "committing sexual intercourse". It has been held in an old
case that if the accused catches
them while having foreplay or
"actas preludis" (preliminary acts),
the requirement of the statute is not
met. Justice Jose Laurel (who later
became President during the
Japanese Occupation) strongly dissented. He said that they were interpreting the statute too strictly.
Must the offended spouse watch
with bated breath while his wife and
paramour are performing actas
preludis until they actually commit
sexual intercourse, he exclaimed!
The killing must take place
"immediately thereafter". This does
not mean that the wronged spouse,
after surprising his spouse in the
act of sexual intercourse, should
commit the killing instantly thereafter. "It only requires that the death
caused be the proximate result of
the outrage overwhelming the accused after chancing upon his
spouse in the basest act of infidelity. But the killing should have

7
been actually motivated by the
same blind impulse, and must not
have been influenced by external
factors. The killing must be the direct by-product of the accused's
rage. People v. Abarca, G.R. No.
74433, Sept. 14, 1987.
In one case, the accused
found his wife and paramour in the
act of sexual intercourse. When the
wife and her paramour notice the
accused who was peeping above
the built-in cabinet in their room,
the wife pushed her paramour who
got his revolver. The accused ran
away. He went to a soldier's house
and got his firearm. He proceeded
to a well-known hangout of the
paramour and upon seeing him
fired three times, killing him instantly. The court held that although
about an hour passed between the
time of discovery of the sexual intercourse and the time he shot the
paramour, it was a continuation of
the pursuit of the paramour. People
v. Abarca, G.R. No. 74433, Sept.
14, 1987.
(ATTY. TIPON is from Laoag City, Philippines. He holds a Master of Laws degree
from Yale Law School and a Bachelor of
Laws degree from U.P. He is admitted to
practice law before the U.S. Supreme Court,
other U.S. Courts, and Philippine courts. He
handles cases throughout the U.S. and the
Philippines. He specializes in immigration
law and criminal defense. Office: 905 Umi
St., Suite 201, Honolulu, HI 96819. Tel.
(808) 847-1601. E-mail:
filamlaw@yahoo.com. Website: www.ImmigrationServicesUSA.com. Listen to his
very interesting, useful, and humorous program "Immigration X Files" on KNDI
Hawaii radio 1270 AM on the dial every
Friday 7:30-8:00 a.m. This article is for
general information only. It is not legal advice. It may not be cited as an authority.)
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P33 for Halo-halo, Pancit Luglog and
Schueblig at Manila Peninsula on Sept. 14
sula Manila at 887-2888 local 6694
or
e-mail
diningpmn@peninsula.com.

UBE CHEESECAKE AT OLD
VINE, EASTWOOD MALL

ANILA, Philippines – The
Lobby of The Peninsula
Manila turns 33 on Sept.
14, and the halo halo harana,
pancit luglog and schueblig are at
the center of its 33rd anniversary
celebration. The grande dame of
Makati is offering the three dishes
at 1976 prices on Monday, Sept.
14, the date the hotel opened 33
years ago.
“The Lobby is known for its
classics,” says the hotel food and
beverage director, Laurent le Deu.
“It’s what keeps our patrons coming back year after year. All three
items are pure classics, they have
been on our menu since day one.”
How much did the halo halo
harana, pancit luglog and schueblig
cost back in 1976? All three items
were priced at P33 each in 1976.
On Sept. 14, the yummy trio will be
selling at The Lobby for only P33
each.
The Lobby 1976 Price Rollback promotion will be strictly on
no-reservations
and
firstcome/first-serve basis. Added conditions to the promotion: drinks and
items not on the rollback list will be
regularly priced; transactions will
not accept marketing tie-up discounts, there will be no takeout;
any of the three items must be ordered and consumed at The Lobby,
and orders will not be shared. This
will be a one-day only promotion
only from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.
For inquiries, call The Penin-

M

At the Old Vine Grille by Chefs’
Quarter in Eastwood Mall, Libis,
diners get to satisfy their cravings
for ube cheesecake after a hearty
meal.
This delectable dessert is a
mix of mashed ube with cheesecake slow-cooked in a brick oven.
The dessert is then torched
like crème brulee with slices of
mango and strawberry on the side.
For reservations, call 7065574 or visit the restaurant at the
ground floor of the new Eastwood
Mall in Libis, Quezon City.

CELEBRATE
GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
AT CPK

California Pizza Kitchen (CPK)
puts the spotlight on grandparents
this month as it celebrates Grandparents’ Day.
Start the celebration with
something familiar like the original
barbecue chicken pizza or the fivecheese and fresh tomato pizza.
Feast on CPK pastas such as
the garlic cream fettucini, broccoli
sun-dried tomato fusilli, or tomatobasil spaghettini.
For something new, try the
buffalo chicken and the pesto
crème penne infused with new and
tasty flavors.
CPK is located at Glorietta,
Shangri-La, Alabang Town Center,

Greenhills, Rockwell, TriNoma, and
Greenbelt 5.
Dine at LJC restos and get big
discounts from Mastercard
The LJC Restaurant Group recently mounted a grand photo exhibit held at SM Mall of Asia as part
of its 30th anniversary celebration.
The exhibit showcased the group’s
milestones from its first venture
Café Adriatico in 1979 to its other
restaurants such as Café Havana,
Ang Hang, Bistro Remedios, and
Mil Novicientos. The exhibit also
highlighted two major milestones
— the opening of Lorenzo’s Way
and the launch of the LJC-RCBC
Bankard MasterCard.
Lorenzo’s Way, the new dining
destination at Greenbelt 5, is the
latest addition to LJC’s successful
chain of restaurants. The LJCRCBC Bankard MasterCard is a pioneering loyalty card, dining card,
and credit card in one that provides
cardholders exclusive privileges
such as a 10 percent year-round
discount, zero percent installment
on big ticket meals, a frequent diner
program that entitles habitués to
dining vouchers of up to 10 percent
of their annual accumulated LJC
dining usage and as much as 50
percent discount for birthday celebrants. New cardholders get a free
bottle of wine upon their first card
usage, while those whose applications are approved on or before
Dec. 31 get a 30 percent discount
in Café Adriatico.
For
inquiries,
visit
www.ljcrestaurants.com.ph.

LOBSTER SALAD AT
DISCOVERY SUITES
TAGAYTAY
An interesting salad dish to try
at Restaurant Verbena of Discovery Country Suites in Tagaytay is
the lobster salad with mango, buko
and chili vinaigrette.
The fresh young coconut and
cucumber slices give this dish a
yummy crunch in every bite.
For inquiries, call (046) 4134567, 683-8383 or visit www.discoverycountrysuites.com.

NEW GRILLED CHICKEN
MEALS AT KENNY ROGERS

ROASTERS
Kenny Rogers Roasters introduces Kenny’s grilled chicken fillet.
This rich, sweet, tangy and
smoky grilled all-American barbecue chicken fillet is laced with flavorful spices found in a traditional
American-style barbecue marinade.
It comes with savory java rice,
and extra barbecue sauce on the
side for that extra kick.
The grilled rosemary and
thyme chicken fillet, on the other
hand, is seasoned with natural
herbs such as rosemary and
thyme. It comes with aromatic
herbed rice and a piquant pepper

sauce as dip.
Diners can choose the type of
fillet – white without skin or dark
meat with skin. The new chicken
dishes are available at all Kenny
Rogers Roasters restaurants.

BEEF FILLET, HOT & SPICY
CHICKEN AT SUPER BOWL
OF CHINA

Savor yummy seafood recipes
by Red Crab.
Diners get their fill of seafood
dishes with recipes from all over
the Philippines.
Fish Out of Water located at
the third level, Greenbelt 5, Ayala
Center Makati. For more information, call 729-3858.

CHICKEN FETTUCINI AND
HALAL BEEF RENDANG AT

MY KITCHEN, MARAWI
CITY

Super Bowl of China introduces four new delectable dishes:
golden weave-cut US potatoes with
minced pork, Chinese-style beef fillet, crispy fish fillet with lemon and
plum sauce, and hot and spicy
chicken.
Served with sweet chili sauce
on the side, the frozen potatoes is
deep-fried to a golden brown and
packed with lean ground pork
meat. The beef fillet Chinese-style
is making a comeback. Savor the
taste of tender and succulent beefsteak atop a bed of red and green
bell peppers and onions bathed in
a sweet, tasty Beijing sauce.
The crispy fish fillet with lemon
and plum sauce is truly a
fish lover’s delight. The
whole breaded fish fillet is
combined with minced
vegetables and select
spices for an extremely
flavorful dish.
The hot and spicy
chicken is made of tender and juicy
cuts of seasoned bone-in chicken
fried to a golden brown crisp and
mixed with onions, bell peppers,
and secret spices.
Super Bowl of China has
branches at the 2nd floor, Glorietta
4, Ayala Center, Makati City; 3rd
floor Chefs Avenue Festival Mall,
Alabang; 3rd floor, Gateway Mall,
Araneta Center, Cubao, Quezon
City; ground floor SM Mall of Asia,
Pasay City; M1 Activity Center TriNoma Mall, North-EDSA, Quezon
City; ground floor, Midtown Wing,
Robinsons Place Manila, and the
newly reopened SM Megamall
branch in its new location at the 4th
level of the New Atrium. The affiliated Big Buddha Restaurant is located at the 2nd level of Greenbelt
3, Ayala Center, Makati City.
For specialized Chinese catering services, call the Super Catering Hotline at 747-2845. For
Chinese food delivery services, call
737-8888.

P498 WEEKEND SEAFOOD
BUFFET AT FISH OUT OF
WATER
Fish Out of Water offers its regional weekend island seafood buffet for lunch and dinner for P498.

My Kitchen is located in the
heart of Marawi City. It has become
a hit among Maranao gourmands.
Owner Anna Farina Alonto
Bacarat opened this Italian bistrotype resto to cater to its young customers.
My Kitchen offers a delectable
mix of Asian dishes cooked in innovative ways.
Best-sellers
include
the
chicken fettucini, baked spaghettini, beef rendang (halal) and a variety of burgers and sandwiches.
My Kitchen is located at Panggao, Saduc, Marawi City.

PAN-ROASTED MAHI MAHI
AT THE RICHMONDE HOTEL
This September, the Richmonde Grill features delectable
healthy dishes.
For starters try
the minestrone di verdure, a light tomato
broth with Mediterranean vegetables.
For the main
course, feast on grilled
chicken with peach
and apple salsa marinated in basil
and white wine; or pan-roasted
mahi mahi with olives, capers and
tomato, drizzled with lemon sauce
and served with steamed pandan
rice.
A panna cotta dessert provides a sweet finale to the meal.
Enjoy this complete meal for
P625 for lunch or dinner set.
For inquiries, call Richmonde
Grill at 689-8419 or 638-7777 local
3409. Richmonde Grill is located at
the 2nd floor, The Richmonde
Hotel, 21 San Miguel Ave., Ortigas
Center, Pasig City.

PINIPIG AND CASHEW
POLVORON AT HOP
House of Polvoron, the pioneer Polvoron Specialty Shop in
the country, offers scrumptious Filipino dessert in a box of 20s in four
different flavors: pinipig, cashew,
pili and chocolate.
Manufactured by Motz Food
Products, the polvoron is made
with toasted flour, powdered milk,
sugar and melted butter and
pressed in a special mold.
HOP is available at selected
supermarkets and kiosks in leading
malls nationwide. (www.philstar.com)
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Lawmaker Asks Supreme Court to Void
Polls Automation Next Year

by Delon PORCALLA /

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

MANILA, Philippines - A LAWMAKER
ALLIED
WITH
PRESIDENT ARROYO asked
the Supreme Court yesterday to
void the automation of next year’s
elections.
In his petition, Deputy
Speaker for the Visayas Pablo
Garcia said the Commission on
Elections must hold partially automated elections to comply with Republic Act 9369, which amended
RA 7166, the Omnibus Election
Code.
“The voting should be manual, the counting should be manual but the election returns should
be electronically transmitted,” he
said.
The 83-year-old Cebu lawmaker said the election returns
must be canvassed manually by
the Board of Canvassers.
“There should be partial automation to comply with the automation law,” he said.
Garcia said the Constitution
mandates Congress to convene
as a national board of canvassers
to manually examine and count
the certificates of canvass from
the provinces.
“It is only the election returns
that are electronically transmitted

from the COCs in the municipalities,” he said.
Garcia said the canvassers
should determine the authenticity
and due execution of the COCs.
“The machines do not execute,” he
said.
“Execution is done by the
mind and will of a person. When
you canvass, you count.”
Garcia said the act of examining the votes is done by a public officer, not by “unthinking machines.”
“They (machines) cannot see
the ballots, because with automation there will be no more watchers
in the precinct levels,” he said.
“They (watchers) are figuratively blind because they can’t see,
and mute because they can’t argue
(the election results).”
Garcia said the Comelec violated the law in setting Nov. 30 as

the deadline for filing of certificates
of candidacy for national and local
posts.
“How can they (Comelec commissioners) base their authority on
a section which they are not going
to follow?” he asked.
Garcia said the Omnibus
Election Code fixed the deadline at
“90 days before the campaign period starts,” or mid-February for national candidates and late-March
for local candidates, he added.
“The Comelec has no authority to change the date of the filing
of candidacy,” he said.
Garcia said several provisions
of RA 9369 have also been violated like the procurement of counting machines, the system to be
used in the polls, and the disbursement of funds for that purpose.
“It is legally untenable and

constitutionally impermissible,” he
said.
Garcia said the Comelec must
comply with the law, particularly on
the designation of pilot testing
areas as clearly laid out in the law.
“This is very clear in the law,
for the Comelec to be able to gain
knowledge, experience in automation,” he said.
“Under that provision (Section
6 of RA 9369), the Comelec must
first automate. And this does not
even include the ARMM elections.
“It has been rendered in a
state of suspended animation. If
we will comply strictly, it would appear that the authority of the Comelec to automate nationwide has
been lost, forfeited by default.”

COMELEC QUESTIONS
MOTIVE OF PETITIONERS
The Comelec questioned
yesterday the motive behind the
petition seeking to void electoral
automation.
James Jimenez, Comelec
spokesman, said in aiming to
have the SC nullify automation
“late in the day,” the motive of the
petitioners is questionable.
On the other hand, Jimenez
said the issue on pilot testing had
already been tackled during the
oral argument before the SC.
The poll body had successfully automated the regional elections in the Autonomous Region in

9
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) in August 2008, he added.

SC URGED TO PROBE MELO
The SC was urged yesterday
to investigate Comelec chairman
Jose Melo for prematurely disclosing the results of voting of justices
on a petition seeking to stop the
P7.2-billion automation contract.
In a statement, lawyer Harry
Roque Jr. said Melo’s announcement of the 11-3 voting of justices
during session last Tuesday to dismiss the petition of the Concerned
Citizens Movement was “very disturbing.”
“Mr. Melo’s actions undermine
the integrity of the judicial process
in this case,” he said.
Melo must be investigated on
how he was able to get the information and why he made public an
unofficial SC decision, Roque said.
Based on reports, 11 justices,
including Chief Justice Reynato
Puno, voted during an en banc
session against the arguments of
CCM.
Three others justices voted in
favor of the petition, reports added.
Associate Justices Antonio
Carpio, Conchita Carpio-Morales
and Arturo Brion dissented in the
majority vote, according to reports.
Senior Associate Justice
Leonardo Quisumbing is on leave.
SC spokesman Jose Midas
Marquez said the decision would
be released today after the justices submit their opinions.
(www.philstar.com)
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Foreign Exchange Reserves Hit Record High
of $41.3 Billion
by Iris C. GONZALES /

Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Philippines - THE
COUNTRY’S GROSS INTERNATIONAL RESERVES (GIR)

MANILA,

soared to a new record high of
$41.3 billion as of end-August,
boosted by hefty dollar inflows from
the central bank’s foreign exchange operations and international reserve assets from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The end-August level is $1.1
billion more than the end-July reserves of $40.2 billion, Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said yesterday.
“The large increase in the preliminary end-August 2009 GIR

level was due mainly to the general
allocation of Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) which was made
available by the IMF to its members, including the Philippines, to
boost their reserves and provide
liquidity to the global economic system,” Tetangco said.
The SDR is an international
reserve asset created by the IMF in
1969 to supplement its member
countries’ official reserves. Its value
is based on a basket of four key international currencies, and SDRs
can be exchanged for freely usable
currencies.
Aside from the SDR, Tetangco
also attributed the increase in the
reserves level to inflows from the
BSP’s net foreign exchange oper-

ations and income from investments abroad.
However, the BSP chief noted
that the inflows were partly offset
by outflows arising from the repayment of maturing foreign exchange
obligations of the National Government and valuation losses in the
BSP’s gold holdings on account of
the lower price of gold in the international market in August 2009.

House Panel Approves 5-centavo
Tax Per Text Message
by Perseus ECHIMINADA /
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

THE
HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS
COMMITTEE approved yester-

MANILA,

Philippines

-

day a proposal to impose a fivecentavo tax on text messages.
Antique Rep. Exequiel Javier,
committee chairman, told reporters that it is the millions of cellular phone subscribers, not
telecommunications companies
(telcos), who will absorb the proposed tax.
“This is a pass-on levy, since
it is a business cost. Otherwise, it
is business (referring to telcos)
that will suffer,” he said.
But the approved measure is
likely to face rough sailing in the
plenary as Speaker Prospero Nograles expressed his opposition to
taxing text messages.
“We will not allow any such
additional taxes on the shoulders
of the public,” Nograles said.
Javier said the proposed tax
would make cellular phone subscribers poorer by P36 billion a
year.
He said proceeds from the
levy would be used exclusively for
education.

He added that his committee
would submit its report to the
House next week and that he expects the chamber to approve his
panel’s recommendation soon.
Two congressmen, Eric
Singson of Ilocos Sur and Danilo
Suarez of Quezon, introduced
similar bills on the imposition of a
five-centavo text tax.
However, what the Javier
committee approved was a simplified version of Singson’s proposal.
Singson had hoped his text
tax bill would serve as an alternative to raising taxes on cigarettes
and liquor, or the so-called sin
products.
Singson and other Northern
Luzon congressmen, with Javier
as an ally, have opposed higher
sin taxes, citing dire repercussions
on the tobacco industry, particularly a possible displacement of
thousands of farmers.
The Quezon congressman’s
version of the text tax bill was
more complicated but appeared to
be more subscriber-friendly.
He proposed the setting of a
50-centavo cap on the cost of text
messages. He claims that at present, telcos charge as much as P1

for every text message vis-à-vis
cost of less than 10 centavos.
His suggested price ceiling
would already include the five-centavo text messaging tax. Thus, he
argued that the tax would be
borne by telcos.
Also part of Suarez’s bill is the
metering of the revenues of cellular phone companies.
Suarez, who has expressed
suspicion that these companies
are cheating on their taxes by understating their gross revenues,
said the planned metering device
would be like an electric consumption meter.

SPEAKER NOT IN FAVOR
In voicing opposition to taxing
text messages, Nograles said raising revenues to support development programs should not
severely burden the public.
“It’s very clear that based on
our previous hearings, there is no
need to increase cost on the SMS
(short messaging system) service
of our telecommunications because the P1 per text that is being
charged is more than enough to
cover the five-centavo tax for each
text,” he said.
Based on lawmakers’ estimate, the Speaker said telcos like
Smart, Globe and Sun Cellular will

The country’s dollar reserves
consist of BSP’s gross foreign currency holdings, gold reserves, special drawing rights from multilateral
institutions and foreign investments. It is an indicator of the country’s ability to service the
economy’s need for foreign currencies.
At $41.3 billion, the current
GIR level covers 7.1 months of imports of goods and payments of
services and income. It was also
equivalent to 6.6 times the country’s short-term external debt based
on original maturity and 3.3 times
based on residual maturity.
Short-term debt based on
residual maturity refers to outstanding short-term external debt
on original maturity plus principal
payments on medium and long

be raking in billions in pesos, or
around 50 centavos per text message sent, out of the millions of
text messages being sent daily.
“There will be no additional
cost on texting. So instead of cutting down on the cost of texting,
telcos should allocate at least 20
percent of their profits to a trust
fund for education and health
care,” Nograles proposed.
“It is my position that the proposed additional tax on text will be
borne by the service providers and
that the consumers will not be paying additional costs for texting,” the
Speaker added.

term loans of the public and private
sectors falling due within the next
12 months.
The level of net international
reserves (NIR), which includes
revaluation of reserve assets and
reserve-related liabilities, also increased by $1.1 billion to $40.5 billion as of end-August from the
previous month’s level of $39.3 billion. NIR refers to the difference between the BSP’s GIR and total
short-term liabilities.
Monetary authorities prefer to
keep the country’s international reserves at comfortable levels despite warnings from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) that the
foreign exchange reserves of developing countries in Asia including
the Philippines “are excessive.”

(www.philstar.com)

Senators Ramon Revilla Jr.
and Panfilo Lacson, chairpersons
of the public services and ways
and means committees, respectively, said they would not agree to
the proposal if the taxes would be
passed on to consumers.
“I reiterate my opposition to
the imposition of additional taxes
on texting that will be shouldered
by subscribers. Texting has developed to be the cheapest and most
accessible means of communication, and new taxes imposed to
the to the public will definitely burden
them,”
Revilla
said.
(www.philstar.com)

Pagasa Warns of Flash
Floods, Landslides
by Helen FLORES /
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

THE
STATE WEATHER BUREAU
WARNED the public yesterday
MANILA,

Philippines

-

against possible flash floods and
landslides as the low pressure area
(LPA) off Dagupan City in Pangasinan is expected to bring more rains
over central and southern Luzon,
including Metro Manila, in the next
two to three days.
The LPA was spotted 230 kilometers east of Dagupan City as of
2 p.m. yesterday, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration
(Pagasa) said.
The weather disturbance “will
continue to bring moderate to
heavy rains,” it said in an advisory,
saying that residents in the affected areas should take all the
necessary precautionary measures.
Pagasa said moderate to
rough seas will prevail in central
and southern Luzon, the western
section of northern Luzon, and the
Visayas in the next 24 hours.
It said Luzon, particularly the
western sections, will have monsoon rains, and the Visayas and
Mindanao with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms.

Amid Pagasa’s warning, landslides hit portions of the national
highway from Carranglan, Nueva
Ecija to Cagayan Valley, stranding
thousands of commuters and motorists for at least two hours along
Dalton Pass in Nueva Vizcaya,
while flash floods swept through
Olongapo City and Botolan town in
Zambales.
Traffic resumed only at around
5:30 a.m. yesterday as personnel of
the Department of Public Works
and Highways and the local government units of Nueva Vizcaya
and Nueva Ecija worked overnight
to remove the eroded soil.
However, only one lane of the
highway was reportedly opened to
traffic, as the clearing operations
continued.
In Olongapo City, Mayor Bong
Gordon Jr. suspended classes in all
levels yesterday as flash floods,
caused by continued monsoon
rains, hit many barangays.
The affected communities
were mostly near the Kalaklan,
Mabayuan and Sta. Rita rivers.
Those displaced were evacuated
to the Olongapo City National
High School and Old Cabalan
Central Elementary School and
given food and clothing assistance. (www.philstar.com)
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FVR, Lakas Originals Split from Coalition
by Jess DIAZ /
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

MANILA, Philippines - ORIGINAL
MEMBERS OF THE ADMINISTRATION party Lakas led by former President Fidel Ramos and
Pangasinan Rep. Jose de Venecia
Jr. decided yesterday to break
away from the Lakas-Kampi-CMD
and form a new coalition with other
political parties and support their
own presidential candidate in next
year’s elections.
At the same time, the group,
composed of more than 50 members calling themselves the Lakas
Originals, declared that the merger
of Lakas and Kabalikat ng
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) last May
28 was illegal and null and void.
In a statement issued after the
meeting at De Venecia’s residence
in Forbes Park, Makati, the group
quoted Ramos as saying the
merger was “highly irregular” and
violated the constitution and bylaws
of Lakas.
Members of the LakasRamos-De Venecia wing said their
party is still a “reigning party” since
its merger with Kampi was not approved by the Lakas national assembly and the new officers were
elected illegally.
President Arroyo was elected
chairman of the merged LakasKampi-CMD, with Interior Secretary
Ronaldo Puno and Speaker Prospero Nograles as co-vice chairmen.

Executive Secretary Eduardo
Ermita was chosen party president
and Presidential Adviser for Political Affairs Gabriel Claudio as secretary-general.
Reached for comment, Nograles said he was not aware of the
meeting held and the decisions
made by the Lakas Originals.
The Ramos-De Venecia faction created a committee that will
decide which political parties it will
coalesce with. The committee will
also choose the presidential candidate it will support.
De Venecia was chosen to
chair the panel, with Ramos’ sister
former Sen. Leticia Shahani, former
interior secretary Cesar Sarino,
Ramos’ media handler Ed Malay,
former Samar Rep. Jose Tan
Ramirez, Marieta Primicias Goco
and former Pasig Rep. Toti Carino
as members.
During the meeting, Ramos reportedly emphasized the international character of Lakas-CMD
(Christian Muslim Democrats),
which is affiliated with Christian Democrats International.
CDI is composed of more than
100 political parties worldwide, and
its members include German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
French President Nicolas Sarkozy.
De Venecia is a CDI vice president, chairman of CDI Asia-Pacific
and chairman of the International
Conference of Asian Political Par-

ties, which is meeting in Kazakhstan this month.
More than two weeks ago,
Ramos announced that he was not
accepting merged Lakas-KampiCMD’s offer to be its chairman
emeritus but said he would keep his
post as Lakas chairman emeritus.
He said Mrs. Arroyo merged
the two parties without consulting
Lakas leaders like him.
He aired the same misgivings
before the May 28 merger. After
that, it was reported that Ermita
and Claudio met with him and that
they were able to patch up their differences over a bottle of expensive
cognac.
Ermita and Claudio have announced that they would meet
again with Ramos, their former
Palace boss.
Ramos said he would listen but
that no “expensive dinners” could
convince him to support the Lakas-

Pacquiao Departs to Hype Up
Cotto Fight
by Abac CORDERO /
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

MANILA, Philippines - BOXING SUPERSTAR MANNY PACQUIAO leaves for the
United States today for the five-city publicity
tour for his Nov. 14 title fight against Puerto
Rican Miguel Cotto at the MGM
Grand in Las Vegas.
The promo tour will start
Sept. 10 with a press conference at the Yankee Stadium in
New York. It will be open to the
public.
The entourage, which includes Team Pacman official
Mike Koncz, lawyer Franklin
Gacal and probably trainer
Buboy Fernandez, will proceed
to Puerto Rico, then to San Francisco, Los Angeles before capping it in San Diego.
“After this tour, we’ll start training for eight
weeks,” said Pacquiao in Filipino. “We will
study Cotto’s style and technique.”
Cotto, however, will no not be around in
the final stop of the tour in San Diego since he
will go straight to his training camp in Tampa,
Florida.
In his Oscar de la Hoya fight, Pacquiao
launched his publicity tour in the Statue of Liberty, also in New York, while against Ricky Hatton, they kicked off their tour in Manchester,
England.
The 30-year-old world pound-for-pound
king, on the other hand, is expected to start
training in Baguio upon his return from the US
with Fernandez assuring the facilities in the

City of Pines are suited for Pacquiao’s training
camp.
Meanwhile, Pacquiao handed out a P1 million check to the Philippine Sportswriters Association over the weekend as seed money for the
establishment of a foundation benefiting the
sportswriting fraternity in the country.
He personally presented the amount to officials of the PSA during a thanksgiving party the boxing icon
tendered at the Harbour View
Restaurant.
Pacquiao initially made the
pledge during the PSA-Annual
Awards Night held earlier this
year.
“I made the pledge during
PSA Awards,” said Pacquiao.
PSA president Teddyvic Melendres of the Inquirer received
the amount in behalf of the 60-year old media
organization, the oldest in the country.
Pacquiao was named PSA Athlete of the
Year in 2008 following his success in the ring
that saw him beat the likes of Juan Manuel Marquez, David Diaz and the great De La Hoya.
He was likewise elevated to the PSA Hall of
Fame by the organization composed of editors
and sportswriters from the various national
broadsheets and tabloids, making him the first
Filipino athlete to be accorded such honor while
still at the peak of his career.
Aside from Pacquiao, others pitching in for
the PSA Foundation are Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) chairman Harry Angping and
PLDT chairman and Smart Communications
Inc. top honcho Manny V. Pangilinan.
(www.philstar.com)

Kampi merger.
He was referring to the costly
steaks, lobsters, wine, escargot,
and soft shell crab that Mrs. Arroyo
and her large entourage enjoyed
during her recent visit to the United
States.
Two members of her entourage, Representatives Martin
Romualdez of Leyte and Danilo
Suarez of Quezon, reportedly paid
$35,000 for the two expensive dinners in New York and Washington.
The Lakas Originals met at the
Makati residence of De Venecia,
and passed a resolution reaffirming
“former President Ramos as chairman-emeritus, De Venecia as party
president and many of those in attendance as the duly elected officers of the party.
Amado Valdez, the Lakas
Originals’ lawyer, explained that
those elected last March 10, 2008
at the Manila Hotel were illegally
elected, and the subsequent appointees of President Arroyo as officials of Lakas-Kampi were likewise
illegal.
Among those who attended
the meeting were former Sen. Santanina Rasul, former Reps. Jose
Tan Ramirez, Bert Lumauig, Mars
Pineda, and Bojie Cabochan, former cooperative chairman Bert Zingapan, Col. Willy de la Cruz, former
Social Security System commissioner Ildefonso Remolona, Fernando Peña, former transportation

11
secretary Luis Lagdameo, Boy Saycon, Lakas treasurer Tony Vilar,
Wainright Rivera, deputy Lakas
secretary general Luis Corral,
columnist Chit Pedrosa, Ramos’
son-in-law Freddie Jalasco, exmayor Felipe Siapno, Vice-Mayor
Teddy Manaois, Malvar Rama, June
Battung, Mary Ann Robles, Lakas
CMD’s deputy executive director.

PALACE DOWNPLAYS
MEETING
Presidential Adviser for Political Affairs Gabriel Claudio, the
chief architect of the Lakas-KampiCMD merger, however, downplayed the meeting and expressed
belief that Ramos was more objective than the group portrayed him
to be.
He also noted that most of
those who attended the meeting
were incumbent officials, implying
that they do not have much influence with their elected party mates.
“Obviously they want to enlist
the support of other Lakas-KampiCMD but we are not belittling them.
Let’s just wait for the decision of the
Comelec,“ Claudio told The STAR
in a telephone interview.
He said it was “awfully premature for the group” to talk about
alliances with other party when the
Comelec has yet to rule on their
motion.
“By what basis are they representing the party? Precisely the
case has yet to be decided by the
Comelec,” Claudio said.
(www.philstar.com)
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by Christine S. DAYRIT /
Thursday, September 10, 2009

ealth without well-being is
meaningless. This is the
rallying call of those who
have discovered the Philippines as
a destination for medical tourism.
“I was looking for something
to do with the rest of my life before
I came to the Philippines,” said
highly successful New Delhi-based
hotelier Naresh Khattar, proprietor
of the Avalon group of hotels
among many global property development projects. He visited The
Farm in San Benito at Lipa, Batangas, for a 14-day detoxification program. After the first week of
green-juice fasts, colonic hydrotherapy, kidney and liver
cleansing treatments and other integrated alternative therapies, he
lost a lot of weight and felt 20 years
younger.
“I was dancing, brimming with
joy and youthful vigor for I finally
discovered the elixir to happiness
and good health, which is the
greatest wealth,” Khattar added.
By the time he left the country
two weeks later, his group already
owned majority of the property.
Today, as chairman and chief managing director of The Farm in San
Benito, it is his personal prayer and
advocacy to share with the world
the wonderful life-changing discoveries he found there.
Integrated wellness is the key
to good health. Most people in the
world manage their illness, not
their wellness. Why wait to be confined in a hospital room when one
can receive alternative treatments

W
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in a luxurious tropical resort-cummedi-spa setting, a far more inspiring,
relaxing
and
soulful
environment to prevent
disease? Most sick people don’t like going to
hospitals and healthy
people feel sick when
they do. If you had the option to take a medical vacation in a stunningly
beautiful haven where the
glorious mountains seem
to kiss the ethereal
clouds, where the melodious sound of gurgling
brooks in tropical rainforests serenade you,
where fairies seem to
bathe in cascading waterfalls and pools, where
you can relax and enjoy
the beautiful five-star villa
accommodations
with
modern
amenities,
wouldn’t you take the opportunity?
At The Farm, you can pick
freshly grown organic greens from
greenhouses, find tranquility as
you meditate in cozy nooks and romantic pathways, savor spa cuisine that makes you realize healthy
food can be extremely delicious.
While you are pampered with exhilarating massages and delectable body scrubs, you feel like a
princess about to meet your prince.
Without batting an eyelash, I
seized the privilege to indulge in
what I consider the best kind of retreat — a medical holiday. More
than that, I now embrace it as my
lifestyle.
With Asia in the limelight as a
destination for medical tourism, the
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The ampitheater at The Farm is a picturesque venue for meditation and yoga

Philippines is primed to capture its
share of this booming market. I
have traveled far and wide in
search of that paradise where a fusion of both relaxation and wellness exists in a luxurious
mis-en-scene.
America, Europe, Asia may
have medi-spas with immaculate
standards but we are so blessed to
have in our own country the
grandeur of this jewel of wellbeing.
Mr. Khattat describes it as “the
secret to long life and happiness.”
Having bagged several accolades from the internationally distinguished Spa Crystal Awards for
best medi spa, best retreat, best
spa cuisine, guests from all over
the world travel thousands of miles
to savor the integrated medical
and wellness programs offered at
The Farm in San Benito.
For us here, it’s simply a twohour scenic drive from Manila
through well-paved highways. This
priceless gift of impeccable health
is just within reach.
This 49-hectare sprawling
spa-radise, founded by my dear
friends Eckard and Perla Rempe,
whose philosophies and approach
remain to be The Farm’s bible and
guiding force, is not simply the
quintessential resort with a spa
feature or a five-star medical facility, but rather an integrated oasis
of Asian-inspired traditional healing
treatments combined with the latest technology of life enhancement
and western science based antiaging and preventive therapies.
Resident manager Jennifer
DiLonardo shares the human body
is a complex organism with the
ability to heal itself if we learn to listen to it and respond by giving it
what it really needs.
My advocacy for alternative

medicine is born from the
experience of having lost
both my parents to lung
cancer, 20 days apart, 12
years ago. Even the
longest life is short. Mom
and Dad were 59 and 60
years old, respectively,
when they passed on. On
their deathbeds, they called
all of us to their side and requested us to take care of
each other and maintain
healthy lifestyles.
I will
never forget how devastating it was to hear the doctors at Stanford Hospital in
California telling us siblings
that our parents had barely
two months to live and
there was nothing that
Western science could do
to prolong their lives.
Feeling so helpless, we asked
what then could we do at that point.
They suggested we try alternative,
herbal or organic medicine. From
then on, we vowed that we wouldn’t wait till it’s too late to take control
of our health and well-being.
Today, our family explores
eastern modalities, engages in
naturopathic consultation and holistic treatments, which The Farm in
San Benito competently offers.
Personally, I have taken the lead in
this approach. Instead of my annual executive check-up, I have
opted to take the quarterly sevenday preventive program which is
focused primarily on eliminating
toxic substances trapped throughout the tissues of the body, restoring the optimum ability of the body
to absorb nutrients for its total
health.
Why cleanse? What is the rationale for all this detoxification?
The real source of health is the Divine Source, where love, the cohesive power of the universe
emanates from. However, negative
thoughts and feelings cause disease that blocks this flow. When we
cleanse, we allow ourselves to become vessels of pure joy, bliss and
love.
The Farm’s general manager
Michael DiLonardo said, most, if
not all, of today’s diseases (including cancer, digestive ailments, diabetes, hypertension, chronic
degenerative diseases like arthritis) are caused by the toxins
trapped in our body. Stress and
strained relations, environmental
pollution and cigarette smoking,
food preservatives and repeated
use of cooking oil, among other
things are the culprits that bring
toxins to our body. The Farm offers
a five-day preventive/detoxification
program. The program may vary,

from three to six weeks, depending on what the client needs.
The program starts with onehour of medical consultation. It is
like having a checkup in a hospital
except that at The Farm, the consultation is done in a 90-hectare
oasis replete with extraordinary
palms and other flora. The consultation aims to determine the illness
or wellness of the patient, medical
history, among other laboratory
work-ups.
Body
detoxification
is
achieved through colon hydrotherapy and target organ cleansing
plus a medically guided fasting
process relying primarily on pure
vegetable juices and quality super
food supplements. The colon or
large intestine is the sewage pipe
of our gastrointestinal tract and is
cleansed through a procedure
called colonics or colema.
Colonics is a procedure of getting
rid of toxic wastes that have accumulated and hardened inside the
colon or large intestines through
the use of a colonic machine.
Colema is a procedure with the
same purpose but it is done by
flushing out wastes by the free
flow of water. A new treatment I really like is the liver cleanse. The
organic mixture of wet charcoal is
thickly applied over the entire body
for over 45 minutes to extract toxins from the tissues through the
skin. After this deep-cleanse regimen, you feel so light and rejuvenated.
My stay at The Farm taught
me that what’s happening in our
system all starts with what we eat.
Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine, said food is our medicine and
medicine is our food.
At The Farm, spa cuisine is at
its best. Contrary to common notion that food at spas is tasteless,
the menu here is something to
rave about. Cita Villanueva, sales
and marketing director, joined me
at the newly renovated Alive, the
spa restaurant where healthy but
delicious meals are served 85 percent raw and 15 percent cooked.
Cooking destroys the enzymes
and nutrients in food. Food that
are enzyme-less make us lethargic and sleepy. Here, the focus is
healthy eating habits in moderation, not starvation or elimination.
Mr. Khattar’s life-changing discovery of feeling youthful and invigorated after each cleanse is
infectious. I, too, feel like floating on
air after my preventive program.
The world suddenly becomes a
much more beautiful place from my
perspective and I am filled with so
much joy, loving kindness and
compassion. (www.philstar.com)

HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE - NEWS EDITION

LEGAL NOTES

SEPTEMBER 12, 2009

13

Guidelines for Surviving Spouse
of U.S. Citizen
by Reuben S.
SEGURITAN
he United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services
(USCIS) issued guidelines
last August 31 on how widow(er)s
of U.S. citizens who died before
the second anniversary of their
marriage can stay in the U.S. and
work.
Previously, they were prevented from becoming permanent residents and in some cases
were subject to removal from the
U.S. This was referred to as the

T

widow penalty.
The recent relief is known as
deferred action. Under the program, the USCIS is temporarily
suspending adjudication of visa
petitions and adjustment applications filed for the widow(er)s. No
adverse action will be taken
against them during the duration
of their deferred action status.
To qualify for this relief, the
surviving spouse must not have
been separated at the time of the
death of the citizen spouse, has
not remarried and is currently residing in the U.S. Her/his children
may be included in the relief if
they are under 21 when the deferred action is requested and are
unmarried and currently residing
in the U.S.

The request for deferred action is accomplished by filing Form
I-360 and accompanied by a filing
fee of $375 with the Vermont
Service Center. It should be filed
before May 27, 2011. It is valid for
two years.
The applicant and his/her
qualifying children may be granted
employment and travel authorization while under deferred action
status.
Deferred action may be
granted if the Form I-130 petition
for relative was never filed by the
deceased spouse or if it was filed
but was not approved. It may also
be granted if the I-130 was filed
but was denied due to the death
of the spouse.
If the citizen spouse filed the
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Erap Sure to Run
by Jose Rodel CLAPANO /
Thursday, September 10, 2009

by Eva VISPERAS /

PRESIDENT JOSEPH
ESTRADA will have no choice

DAGUPAN CITY , Philippines –

Thursday, September 10, 2009

L I N G AY E N - D A G U PA N
ARCHBISHOP OSCAR
CRUZ said he would not run for

Joseph “Erap” Estrada
because (former) President Cory
(Aquino) appealed to include him
in the (opposition) ticket (in 2007),
which caused the estrangement
between President Estrada and
Sen. Tessie Aquino Oreta,” he
said.
Maceda also said that Kris
Aquino has been profuse in her
compliments for Estrada.
“President Estrada, myself,
and others in his camp feel a
sense of closeness to the Aquino
family. You can be assured that
our campaign will be on a high
level and will not involve any criticism of Senator Aquino and his
presidential aspiration,” he said.
“We will have to see the next
survey because of course it will affect everybody. The people who
are getting more support from the
ABC class – namely Villar who got
28 percent in the last survey of
Pulse Asia, Escudero was second,
Loren was third and Erap I think
was fifth. But, Erap remains steady
in getting the support. So, the
question really is who will be affected the most. Unfortunately, no
administration candidate is rating
well. So, the fight will be among the
opposition candidates,” Maceda
said. (www.philstar.com)

for work and travel authorization.
However, if he/she is covered by the decisions of the U.S.
Court of Appeals in the 1st, 6th
and 9th circuits which have held
that such spouse should be considered as immediate relative and
may therefore continue his/her
green card application, deferred
action is not necessary.
Widow(er)s who had been
married for more than two years
at the time of the death of the citizen spouse are not covered by
the program since they already
benefit under existing laws. They
may self-petition as immediate
relative as long as their Form I360 is filed within two years after
the date of death.
REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been practicing law for over 30 years. For further information, you may call him at (212) 695
5281 or log on to his website at www.seguritan.com

Cruz Vows to Continue Watch vs
Jueteng, Abusive Politicians

MANILA, Philippines - FORMER

but to run for president in the 2010
elections after Sen. Noynoy
Aquino declared yesterday his
presidential bid.
United Opposition (UNO)
spokesman Ernesto Maceda said
Estrada has been consistent in his
position that he would run if the
opposition fails to unite and support a single presidential candidate in 2010.
“Aquino’s decision means
that the opposition will be fielding
several candidates.
I don’t see them withdrawing
in favor of one another,” he said.
The veteran politician said
Senator Manny Villar is running for
president under the Nacionalista
Party and the Nationalist People’s
Coalition (NPC) is also putting up
its own candidate.
“With this development, you
will have President Estrada complying with his pronouncement
that (if the opposition) won’t unite
he will run. Noynoy acquitted himself very well today and the show
was of course very impressive. A
show of strength. It remains to be
seen whether the traditional politicians in the Liberal Party will be
able to work together with the socalled civil society groups in the
same group,” he said.
Maceda said Estrada is always ready to talk with anybody,
including Aquino.
“Well, President Estrada is always open and willing to talk with
anybody, especially a presidential
candidate. Remember that President Estrada helped a lot in making Noynoy Aquino to be senator

petition concurrently with the adjustment
application
before
his/her death, the surviving
spouse will continue to be eligible
for employment and travel.
If the I-130 was filed and was
approved, the petition is automatically revoked upon the death of
the petitioner but the surviving
spouse may request humanitarian reinstatement. If the request
for humanitarian reinstatement is
granted, he/she may continue
with the adjustment of status or
consular processing of the green
card. If it is denied, he/she may
file for deferred action.
The grant of deferred action
does not mean that he/she may
apply for permanent residence or
continue with his/her application.
It means only that the widow(er)
is temporarily authorized to remain in the U.S. and may apply

president in 2010 but would definitely continue to keep watch over
abusive politicians by getting more
involved in socio-civic issues, after
his third resignation letter was finally approved by Pope Benedict
XVI the other day.
Cruz, a staunch critic of President Arroyo, told The STAR yesterday he would re-gather his
group fighting jueteng and other
forms of illegal gambling and
would form a pool of brilliant and
prominent lawyers who would pursue erring government officials.
Cruz, who turns 75 on Nov.
17, chairs the Krusada ng Bayan
Laban sa Jueteng (People’s Crusade Against Jueteng) that denounces the illegal numbers game
and its effects on lowly bettors as
well as the corruption it fosters
among government officials.
He said he will have more
time now to focus on his advocacy, as he plans to revive the
Krusada’s provincial chapters.
This early, he said he has
been receiving calls from people
who have similar concerns for
good governance.
Cruz said they are preparing
a group to be composed of brilliant
legal minds so they could prosecute government officials who
they think are guilty of criminal or
civil offenses.
“In short, they will not go scotfree,” he said.
He said these lawyers will be
compensated by their group only

with “Hail Mary, with prayers, no
money involved.”
“Because I’m sure the most
immediate concern of the Philippines now and after this administration is the administration of
justice,” he said.
“Matindi itong grupo (This will
be a strong group),” he said,
adding that they are eyeing some
retired chief justices to join their
advocacy.
Cruz led several rallies in his
archdiocese against various issues hounding the government,
especially against corruption,
Charter change and jueteng,
among others.
With his retirement, Cruz said

many politicians would be happy
because finally he would no
longer be around to fight jueteng.
“But I don’t think my successor will let that go just like that. Ah,
no, no, no. I think he is braver that
I am,” he said.
He said he knows his successor in the archdiocese,
Balanga, Bataan Bishop Socrates
Villegas, well because while the
latter was known to be the righthand man of the late Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin, he
was the left-hand man.
“As I told you earlier, my bags
are packed, I’m ready to go,” he
said, smiling. (www.philstar.com)
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Defense Secretary Teodoro
Meets with Ambassador Gaa
PHILIPPINE SECRETARY OF
NATIONAL DEFENSE Gilberto
Teodoro met with Philippine Ambassador to the United States Willy
C. Gaa last September 8, 2009 to
consult and discuss ways to further
boost RP-US security cooperation.
Joining Ambassador Gaa and
Secretary Teodoro were Maj. Gen.
Eduardo Oban, Jr.; Consul General Domingo Nolasco; and Political Minister Andrelita Austria.
Teodoro spoke at a forum organized by conservative think-tank
Heritage Foundation on “the U.S.Philippine alliance.”
Secretary Teodoro later presented a memento to Ambassador
Gaa in appreciation of the Embassy’s efforts in enhancing RPUS security cooperation.
He also awarded the Out-

standing Achievement Medal of the
Philippines to several U.S. Defense
officials for their contribution in enhancing RP-U.S. security cooperation, particularly on issues related
to counterterrorism assistance and
the Philippine Defense Reform
Program.
Presented with the awards
were: Lt. Colonel Desmond Walton,
former Southeast Asia Policy Officer
of the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Asia and Pacific
Security Affairs); and his successor,
Lt. Colonel Larry Redmon.
The Katarungan Center for
Peace, Justice and Human Rights
in the Philippines expressed suspicions on Teodoro’s visit. The group,
which is based in Washington, DC,
released the following statement:
“As part of President Arroyo’s

Cabinet and inner circle, (Teodoro)
cannot be separated from the massive corruption, human rights
abuses, mismanagement of the
country’s economy, and the selling
of Philippine sovereignty that have
been central to the Arroyo administration As a May 2010 Presidential aspirant, Filipinos living in the
US and all US taxpayers who help
support the Philippines through aid
need to be aware of this.”
Observers say Teodoro’s visit
to DC could also be his way of signaling to the U.S. that he deserves its support going into the
2010 Philippine elections which
he intends to join although it is unclear whether he will be chosen as
the standard-bearer of the pro-Arroyo ruling coalition. (DFA and tonyocruz.com)

Chicago Hosts 2009 Adobofest
THE FILIPINO COMMUNITY
IN CHICAGO turned out in
droves for the 2009 Adobofest.
The event was part of the Filipino
American Network of Chicago’s
2nd Annual Picnic & Tasting Competition on September 13, 2009.
The gathering of adobo aficionados featured many variations
of the Philippines’ most popular
dish. Over 25 contestants submitted pork, chicken, coconut milk
and other versions of this quintessential pinoy comfort food. Contestants prepared about a half
pound of adobo in a blind taste

test for judges for bragging rights
and a trophy for “Chicago’s Best
Tasting Adobo.”
The fun-filled community
event, which was held at the
LaBagh Woods Cook County Forest Preserve in Chicago, also featured entertainment, cultural

demonstrations and games for
both kids and adults.
The Filipino American Network is a nationwide organization
dedicated to fostering unity,
growth and continued awareness
of the Philippines’ rich cultural heritage among Filipino Americans.

THE

Tourism, Manila will be one of its
key ports of call.

PHILIPPINES

WILL

SOON BE A DESTINATION for
Costa Cruises, Europe’s premier
cruise company. The company recently has announced the launch
of its new ship that will include the
Philippines in its route.
Costa Cruises debuted the
Costa Classica. According to the
Philippines’
Department
of
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Filipina Singer to
Perform at Carnegie Hall
SINGER-ACTRESS

STEPHANIE REESE will perform November 7, 2009 at
Carnegie Hall, the second Filipina
after Broadway star Lea Salonga
to sing at the famed concert hall.
Reese played Kim in the German production of
“Miss Saigon;” Esmeralda in the Disney
World Premier of the
“Hunchback of Notre
Dame;” and Princess
Tuptim in “The King
and I” at the Palladium
Theater in London’s
West End.
She wrote, directed and
starred in an autobiographical onewoman show, “The Journey,” performed at the Herbst Theater in
San Francisco. “The Journey” and
other shows after that launched
Stephanie’s solo career.
Reese is well-known for her
original music, which is a unique
fusion of opera and pop. Imagine
“Madame Butterfly” and Beyonce
in one powerful vocal package.
She made her Hollywood debut
last year, sharing the stage with
Patti Labelle and Natalie Cole at
the 10th Anniversary of the Crustacean Restaurant of Beverly Hills.

Her rendition of the Puccini aria,
“Nessun Dorma,” was followed by
a prolonged standing ovation.
A solo concert at L.A.’s Normandie Casino generated a buzz
around her in Hollywood.
Her multi-ethnic background,
which includes Filipino,
Chinese, Japanese,
Irish and Welsh have
blessed her with an
eclectic style that
shows in her choice of
music and singing
style.
She has two solo
albums, “The Voice”
and “Stephanie Reese
at Her Best.” A third album is slated
for release in the Fall.
Reese is donating the proceeds from her Carnegie Hall appearance to Gawad Kalinga
charities for the homeless, the
Philippine equivalent of Habitat for
Humanity. She wants to build a village for 30 poor Filipino families.
She studied opera at Indiana
University and at the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music for Musical
Theater. Reese’s Carnegie repertoire will feature cabaret, opera,
Broadway, and original songs.
(Good News Pilipinas)

GLOBAL NEWS

Cebu Ranked Among
Asia’s Best Visitor
Destinations For 2009

TRAVEL & LEISURE MAGAZINE RANKED CEBU as the
fourth best among island destinations in Asia in the publication’s
World’s Best Awards 2009, which
lists the best hotels, airlines,
cruises, islands and cities in the
world.
The awards are based on the
magazine’s 14th Annual Readers’
Poll survey conducted earlier this
year. Respondents were asked to
rate an island destination based
on natural attractions, activities
and sights, restaurant and food,
people and value. The rankings
were based on a scale of 1 to 5
where “1” means poor and “5”
means excellent.
Cebu received a rating of

79.68 points, ranked behind Bali
(87.41), Maldives (84.43), and
Phuket (80.93).
“An unprecedented number
of new places made their debut
on this year’s list, with some unseating longtime favorites,” says
Travel & Leisure editor-in-chief
Nancy Novogrod.
In the Condé Nast Traveler
annual Readers’ Choice Survey,
Cebu ranked among the top 10
best island destinations in the
Asia-Indian Ocean area from
2004-2008.
Both Travel & Leisure Magazine and Condé Nast Traveler are
based in New York City. (Good News
Pilipinas)
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C LASSIFIED A DS

NEED EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER
for toddler in my Ewa Beach home
M-Th. Call 554-7444.

FREE UNLIMITED INTERNATIONAL
CALLING
Send money globally using cell phone.
http://hugeprelaunch.com/5660578

This Space
Produces Result
Call 678-8930 or Email
filipinochronicle@gmail.com
for more details.

MOBILE DJ, BAND, PHOTOGRAPHER AND
VIDEO KARAOKE, HULA, SOUNDS
AVAILABLE call 808-382-9495

B USINESS D IRECTORY

I NEED HELP
Elder care/domestic, in exchange for room in my
Ewa home.Must be reliable /female.
Please contact Lynn at 271-0885

WANTED YARDMAN
Looking for a yardman to work at my Nuuanu
home. Exchange for a free room including utilities. Call 531-7377

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS WANTED
Experience preferred, Please submit writing
samples or published works and resume to
hfci@hawaii.rr.com

C OMMUNITY C ALENDAR
FILIPINO WOMEN'S
CIVIC
CLUB 58TH ANNIVERSARY &
38TH ANNUAL MARIA CLARA
BALL / SATURDAY
September 18, 2009l ● Ala
Moana Hotel ● 6:00 pm. ● Contact persons: Cora Baclig-Credo
at 927-4081, Maria Etrata-3922962, Bernadette Fajardoj-3428090

MISS TEEN HAWAII FILIPINA /
FRIDAY
September 18, 2009 ● Hawaii
Theater ● 6:00 pm. ● Contact
persons: Lynne Gutierrez 728-

1700, Bernadette Fajardo 3428090, Ruth Aguinaldo-258-1363
and Eddie Agas 783-3327

A TASTE OF KALIHI" FESTIVAL /
SATURDAY
September 26, 2009 ● Colburn
Street near Dillingham Plaza ● 10
am-8 pm ● For more info, call
Harry Alonzo at 306-3460

UFCH PROGRESS AWARD AND
AFFIRMATION OF OFFICERS /
SATURDAY
October 17, 2009 ● Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral Ballroom ● 6:00

pm. ● Contact persons: Bernadette
Fajardo 342-8090, Eddie Agas
783-3327, Carlota Ader 688-3215,
Maggie Domingo 841-2841

DINNER FUNDRAISING EVENT /
SATURDAY
October 24, 2009 ● 6 - 11 pm ● FilCom Center ● For more details call
Tessie Quemado at 680-0451

PASKO SA FILCOM / SUNDAY
December 13, 2009 ● 9 am - 8 pm
● For details call Tess Quemado at
680-0451

E-MAIL
YOUR NEWS
RELEASES,
ORGANIZATION
NEWS AND
COMMUNITY
EVENTS TO
filipinochronicle
@gmail.com.
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