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D
ozens of volunteers with the PMAH Ohana Medical Missions re-

cently returned from a medical mission to Cabanatuan City held

from September 3-7, 2012.

Volunteers provided

free medical serves for

Cabanatuan City’s poor-

est of the poor in its 89

barangays. Cabanatuan

is considered the com-

mercial, industrial and ed-

ucational hub of the

province of Nueva Ecija,

the Philippines. According

to the latest census data,

Cabanatuan City has a

population of 259,267

people. The bustling city

is home to many jeep-

neys and tricycles. With

its 38,202 registered tricy-

cles, Cabanatuan bears

By Teresita G. Bernales, Ed.D.

the title as the “Tricycle Capi-

tal of the Philippines.” 

As with previous medical

missions, volunteers again

paid their own way, including

airfare and in-country trans-

portation, accommodation,

meals and other expenses.

The mission was possible be-

cause of the combined efforts

of many hard-working volun-

teers from both sides of the

Pacific Ocean. Local volun-

teers began with fundraisers

and soliciting in-kind and fi-

nancial donations from pri-

vate individuals, corporations

and institutions. Paperwork

and other necessary forms

were filed in order to comply

with the Philippine Regulatory

Commission (PRC). 

Mission chair Dr. Elenita

Alvarez worked relentlessly

to make the mission a suc-

cess.  Her extensive network

of colleagues and friends

from across the U.S and Asia

helped raise the necessary

funds for the mission. 

On the other side of the

Pacific Ocean, volunteers in

Cabanatuan City put together

a myriad of details, including

logistics, staffing, facilities,
(continued on page 4)

Throngs of patients in Cabanatuan City, the Philippines wait for free medical services provided by volunteers with the
Ohana Medical Mission
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PMAH SendS LAteSt
OHAnA MedicAL MiSSiOn
tO PHiLiPPineS

T
h e  F i l i p i n o -

A m e r i c a n

Historical Soci-

ety of Hawaii (FAH-

SOH) is organizing a

day of sharing, edu-

cating and networking in

FilAm History Fest 2012,

set for October 28, 2012

from 3:30 pm to 6 pm at the

FilCom Center. 

“Ever since Filipinos

settled in Hawaii we have

organized to support

each other, to enjoy

each others’ company,

to educate the young

and our communities

and to promote our

(continued on page 5)

Dr. Aquino EstAblishEs
intErnAtionAl
PhiliPPinE stuDiEs
EnDowmEnt

U
niversity of Hawaii-

Manoa alumna and

faculty member, Dr.

Belinda Aquino, has estab-

lished the Belinda A.

Aquino International Philip-

pine Studies endowment.

The fund will promote and

enhance academic and

professional studies at UH

on the Philippines and Fil-

ipinos from an interna-

t i o n a l ,  c o m p a r a t i v e ,

cross-cultural and interdis-

ciplinary perspective. 

Edward J. Shultz,

dean of the School of

Pacific & Asian Studies,

says that the endow-

ment will encourage
(continued on page 5)

by HFC Staff

Fil-Am History Fest
2012

Dr. Belinda A. Aquino
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editorialS

Legislation

N
o law can be passed that curtails rights guar-

anteed by the Constitution. That’s the argu-

ment given by government officials who are

urging the public to give the Cybercrime Preven-

tion Act a chance to work. Whether the argument is

valid is now up to the Supreme Court to decide, as

the tribunal tackles petitions challenging the con-

stitutionality of Republic Act 10175.

In the wake of widespread protests especially

online, several lawmakers who supported the pas-

sage of the measure are backpedaling. The posi-

tive objectives of RA 10175 – going after terrorists

and purveyors of pornography, for example – have

been overshadowed by the inclusion of online libel

as a new criminal offense whose penalty is a de-

gree higher than libel committed through traditional

media as defined under the Revised Penal Code.

Human rights advocates have also raised concern

over provisions, some of them vaguely worded,

which give the government broad powers to monitor and block access to

online data and social media.

The Supreme Court did not grant petitions to stop the start last week

of the implementation of RA 10175. Members of Congress and the exec-

utive branch have urged critics to wait for the implementing rules and reg-

ulations before raising a howl.

If the SC declares the new law or portions of

it unconstitutional, it will not speak well of the leg-

islative process. The provision on libel was re-

portedly a last-minute “insertion” by the bête noir

of the online community, Senate Majority Leader

Vicente Sotto. Some senators are claiming they

did not bother to read the insertion. This is a trou-

bling admission of a cavalier attitude in crafting

legislation. It gives an indication of why too many

laws in this country cannot be properly enforced.

The Human Security Act, for example, in-

cluded silly provisions that threatened long prison

terms for law enforcers engaged in legitimate

counterterrorism operations. Cops don’t want to

apply the law, and it has proved useless as a

weapon against terrorism. Certain provisions of

the Clean Air Act have also been deemed im-

practical and are now routinely violated. And then

there’s the Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2001,

which requires an amendment almost for every

small batch of predicate crimes that it can cover.

Legislation does not come free; public funds are needed for the up-

keep of the two chambers. Time is also precious; many urgent matters

call for legislation. For the multimillion-peso pork barrel allocations and fat

commissions legislators enjoy, they must at least be able to churn out laws

that do not require amendment as soon as these come into force.

(www.philstar.com)

Political Investments

W
ith the campaign period approaching, a proposal that has been

kicked around for years has been revived again: subsidize political

parties and regulate campaign financing. This may go down well

with some taxpayers – but first, they must be able to distinguish one party

from another. At this point in Philippine politics, party lines have been blurred

in practically all issues in the senatorial race. At the local level, the contests

in many areas are drawn not along party lines but family affiliations.

The proposal for a subsidy should stimulate discussions on campaign

finance. Politicians have resisted every effort to regulate and bring trans-

parency to campaign fund-raising and spending. By law, candidates are re-

quired to submit a detailed list of donors and their contributions, and to

observe spending limits. The laws and implementing rules need fine-tun-

ing for effective enforcement, but there is no effort in this direction. Those

with the power to rewrite the rules are happy with the opaque status quo.

President Aquino, who was swept to power on an anti-corruption plat-

form, should push for those reforms. Corruption in this country starts with

campaign fund-raising. When it comes to campaign contributions, Filipino

politicians know enough that there is no such thing as a free lunch. Donors

see their contributions as investments, and they expect a handsome return

on investment in case their candidate wins. The ROI can be a lucrative

sweetheart deal, or a position in government for the donor himself or his

relatives and friends. Repaying political debts in this way undermines ef-

forts, tepid as they are, to develop a merit-based society. The present sys-

tem rewards individuals for their connections rather than qualifications.

Recent developments do not inspire much hope that the President is

ready to expend political capital in pushing for campaign finance reforms

at this time. He still has over three more years, however, to shake up the

system. It may be unlikely for him to push for such reforms before crucial

midterm elections. But he can start working on measures that he can pro-

pose to the next Congress. If the President can put campaign finance re-

forms in place before he leaves office, it will be a major victory along the

straight path. (www.philstar.com)
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Hawaii Wins Online Democracy
Award!

C
ongratulations to the

Hawaii Senate Data

Systems team!  Its

easy-to-use, informative

website was named best in

the country at the National

Conference of State Legisla-

tures' 2012 Legislative Sum-

mit in Chicago, Illinois.  A

round of applause also goes

to Jan Yamane of the State

Office of the Auditor, who

won a Dedicated Legislative

Staff award. 

I hope you take the time to

see www.capitol.hawaii.gov.

The "Online Democracy

Award" recognizes a state leg-

islative website that makes

democracy user-friendly.  The

extensive amount of informa-

tion impressed the judges.

Check it out for yourself.  It

has a guide for first-time visi-

tors, explanations about how

to use its features, a citizens

guide, and a legislative glos-

sary.  These help the public

understand how the Legisla-

ture operates.  Its simple,

clean, consistent layout puts

the most frequently-used

items at the center of the

home page.  On the left are

search tools to help you find

bills and hearings notices.  On

the right are navigation tools

to help you find broadcast

schedules, bill archives,

maps, directories, special

studies ordered by the Legis-

lature, the legislative calendar

and committee hearings.

There's also a "find your legis-

lator" button if you don't know

who he or she is. 

Want to see what bills

were introduced?  You can

click on "Reports and Lists".

Who's on which Senate and

House committees?  Click

"Committees".  Want to be

notified when a hearing is

being held on a bill you're in-

terested?  Click "Hearing No-

tification" and sign up to get

notices.  Want to see what

bills will be voted on a partic-

ular day?  Type in the day in

the "Order of the Day" box.

Our fantastic website makes

it easier than ever for the

public to know what's going

on at the State Capitol. 

The most impressive fea-

tures of our website are the

online submission of testi-

mony and viewing of bills with

related testimony and current

status.  The "Bill Status /

Measure Status" box lets you

see just where a bill is

through the fast-paced

process.  The "Submit Testi-

mony" is a star that cinched

the award for the Capitol's

website.  Right now, Hawaii is

the only state that has the ca-

pacity for accepting testimony

online.  Shut-ins, the elderly

and disabled, those living on

the neighbor islands, anyone

who can't get to the Capitol

because they can't take off

from work to testify in person

– everyone can turn in his or

her testimony online.  That

capability makes participating

in democracy accessible and

easy, and that made Hawaii's

website a star to the judges.

E-mail testimony began

being accepted in the Public

Access Room (PAR) a

decade ago.  In 2001, its first

year, 483 were received.  By

2006, five years later, 4,237 e-

mail testimonies came in to

the PAR.  The vast outpouring

was beyond the capacity of

the two-person staff, and the

Legislature began taking over

receipt of e-mail testimony. 

Around that time, Sena-

tor David Ige began work on

the Senate Paperless Initia-

tive, and our hardworking

Data Systems staff rewrote

its system to make bill

searches easier.  Up until

then, our Legislature, as all

50 do, dealt with tons of

paper.  Old-timers remember

the waiting in line at the print

shop to ask for bills and all

the related delay and hassle

that it entailed.  President

Hanabusa directed our Sen-

ate Data Systems to go pa-

perless, putting all bills,

testimony, hearing notices,

and related documents on

computers. 

The project was wildly

successful.  We saved tons of

paper and hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars in costs –

costs for paper, toner, copier

operations, office supplies,

electricity bills, and staff.

Having all of this online made

it easier for advocates and

the public to find hearing no-

tices much faster.  The refin-

ing over the last six years

resulted in the present Hawaii

Legislative website. The Sen-

ate shared its success with

other legislatures in a 2011

national conference. This

year, the NCSL gave it top

honors as a model for the

other 49 states. A great job all

around!

leGiSlatiVe UPdate

M
ANILA, Philippines —

My good friends, Hon-

olulu-based Dr. Tess

Gregorio-Bernales, husband

Bernie, and their son Bobby,

who is a doctor from New

York City, are part of the

Ohana Medical Missions,

Inc., team. The latter provides

much needed healthcare and

health education to indigent

patients in the Philippines,

Hawaii, and other countries.

During the past four years,

Tess, a psychologist-coun-

selor, and Bernie, a chemical

engineer, together with 20

medical volunteers – doctors,

nurses, and other profession-

als, traveled to underserved

barangays in the Bicol Re-

gion, Davao, Ilocos Norte,

and recently in Cabanatuan

City, where they rendered

service to an average of

8,000 individuals for each

event. We have had the priv-

ilege of having them as

houseguests when they

would join us after the end of

their five-day mission. The

medical services consist of

diabetes testing, respiratory,

eye examination, and consul-

tations with dental doctors,

pediatricians and surgeons.

Vitamins and pain medication

tablets were dispensed, and

food bags distributed to the

poorest members. The recent

mission was a partnership

with the local government

with Cabanatuan City Mayor

Jay Vergara providing coun-

terpart resources for the pur-

chase of medicines as well as

accommodations and hospi-

tality for the medical team.

I was quite impressed

with Tess’ account of the

careful attention that was

given to the planning of each

of the four missions. It usu-

ally starts with a letter of in-

vitation from the town

executive who also commits

the services of his staff and

health officers, site visits and

identification of beneficiary

barangays as well as defin-

ing roles and responsibilities

of local volunteers Even as

early as several months be-

fore their expected departure

for the country, the Mission

chair is expected to have co-

ordinated with relevant na-

tional agencies – the

Commission on Filipinos

Overseas (CFO), the De-

partment of Health (DOH),

and the Professional Regu-

lation Commission (PRC).

This ensures adherence to

the guidelines in the conduct

of the Foreign Surgical and

Medical Missions (FSMM) in

accordance with the Joint

Administrative Order No.

2009. The latter issued in

2001 was revised in 2009.

But there were fierce ob-

jections nonetheless as most

of the volunteers found it in-

creasingly difficult to meet

stringent requirements like

the increase in the medical li-

cense renewal fees to $300

(Section 5) and having to se-

cure a liability insurance

(Section 17) Some of the

missions which cancelled

their visits brought their com-

plaints to the Commission on

Filipinos Overseas (CFO)

and the Department of

Health (DOH).

Jose Ma. Montelibano

chided the Professional Reg-

ulation Commission for its

by senator will esperO

oP-ed
Medical Missions being unable to facilitate the

work of the medical missions

as well as its failure to moti-

vate local doctors and

nurses to volunteer part of

their time to serve the poor

communities. Perhaps, he

noted, if the latter were avail-

able we did not have to de-

pend on the Fil-Am medics

as we do not have enough

doctors and nurses to reach

20%-25% of the poor and

marginalized communities.

Some of the models which

PRC could emulate are

agencies such as the Central

Bank, the Department of-

Tourism, and real estate de-

velopers for having

acknowledged with much ap-

by Dr. Florangel rosario BraiD

(cont. from page 2; HOMELESSNESS... )

(continued on page 5)
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transportation, security, lodg-

ing and accommodations and

hospitality. 

Monies raised made it

possible for mission organiz-

ers to purchase much-

needed medicines and

supplies. Donations of med-

ical supplies were also col-

lected from hospitals, medical

professionals and medical

suppliers. Balikbayan boxes

were packaged as soon as

medicines and supplies ar-

rived. Medicines in big quan-

tities were re-packaged in

30-day supply pouches. A

total of 45 balikbayan boxes

containing medicines and

supplies and an ultrasound

machine were shipped.

Twenty-four boxes of pedi-

atric medicines were also

bought to the Philippines. 

Due to continuous torren-

tial rains over a three week-

period, volunteers saw

first-hand the conditions

brought about by extensive

flooding and landslides in var-

ious parts of the Philippines.

Some say conditions were

worse than “Ondoy” of 2010

because the floods not only

inundated metropol i tan

Manila but many places

across the Philippines. It was

because of this situation that

a portion of funds that were

raised was solely dedicated

for humanitarian aid. 

Of particular note was a

$7,000 donation from Dr.

Frank and Mrs. Charlotte Vo-

ralik, which was used to pur-

chase food bags distributed

to 1,590 indigents. The food

bags contained two kilos of

rice, five pieces of canned

meat or fish and six pouches

of noodles intended to feed a

family of six for a day. A bag

costs around P200.00, which

is roughly $4.87. 

Helen Bagasao, head

and co-chair of Cabanatuan

City’s Disaster and Relief Op-

eration, compiled a list of

poor and disaster prone fam-

ilies which received this aid.

Food distribution at each site

was done at the end of the

mission. 

a riGorous schedule

The volunteers’ daily

schedule began with a 6 am

wake-up call, followed by

breakfast at 7 am and depar-

ture for the mission site by 8

am. At the site, a local team

handled the set-up and

triage. Upon arriving at about

8:30 am, volunteers encoun-

tered a line of eager patients

waiting to be seen by the

medical staff.

Volunteers on the other

hand unloaded medicines

and supplies, and staff the

various tables for adult and

pediatrics, dental check-ups,

vision exams, pharmacy, vita-

mins and medical records.

Breaks and lunches were on-

the-fly or staggered.  

Boxes of supplies and

medicines were divided

equally for each day of the

mission and participating

physicians were provided

with a list of medications. Co-

operation among volunteers

resulted in a smooth process

which allowed the mission to

serve more people than pos-

sible. In fact, all registered pa-

tients were seen and nobody

was refused.  

The day was usually

done by 5 pm with volunteers

exhausted to the bone. While

traveling to and from the mis-

sion sites, volunteers enjoyed

police escort and transporta-

tion was provided by the city

administration. Daily security

was very visible throughout

the mission. 

For the first time, the

Lions Club of Honolulu do-

nated about 1,500 used eye-

glasses for the mission. The

glasses were cleaned, neu-

tralized and ready to be

reused. Vision care was the

most sought-after service,

with long lines and patients

waiting for hours. The team

rarely stopped for breaks or

lunch and served a total of

about 1,150 patients. 

Over a five-day period,

volunteers visited a total of six

mission sites and treated

5,692 patients. Physicians

performed 17 major surger-

ies, 620 dental exams, 1,150

vision exams, 300 physical

exams for barangay officials

and aides, and passed out

1,590 food packets. 

During the week, Mayor

Julius Vergara hosted dinners

for mission volunteers that

were very memorable and full

of fellowship, camaraderie,

live bands and dancing. On

the final day of the mission, a

farewell/appreciation night

was held for volunteers, who

were also awarded with cer-

tificates of appreciation. 

No Greater Joy

The consensus among

volunteers was that of com-

plete satisfaction and joy, de-

spite having to serve a large

number of people in a very

short time. First time medical

mission volunteers like Ludi-

vico and Remy Pagaragan

had no idea what the condi-

tions would be like. 

“We are not in the med-

ical field. We are retired. I

worked in a bank and my

husband at Pearl Harbor,”

Remy says. “My children

were hesitant to let us join

since we may not be able to

withstand the long and heavy

work. But I wanted to help my

people because I am from

Guimba, Nueva Ecija.”

Other volunteers like Dr.

Helen Gomez and husband

Eddie Gomez have for the

past three years devoted

themselves to joining medical

missions. It’s the couple’s

way of acknowledging God’s

grace, especially for Helen

who recently survived a major

o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a  b r a i n

aneurysm. 

“The cooperation and

random acts of kindness

made me look forward to

each day of the mission,”

says Dr. Gomez, a former

Cabanatuan City resident.

“We were able to endure the

heat and throngs of sick peo-

ple, thanks to the help of the

friendly participants both lo-

cally and from Hawaii.”

HEADLINES

The mission was also the

first for the Reyes family,

which served as part of the vi-

sion care team. Despite the

throng of patients, they were

steadfastly committed to

helping as many townmates

as possible. The family’s ex-

perience was so positive and

spiritually invigorating that

they are already looking for-

ward to joining future medical

missions.  

Phoebe Marie Pacheco, a

volunteer physician from Aus-

tralia, eased into the workload

like a veteran missionary. She

worked seamlessly with the

group and uplifted everyone’s

spirits with her ready smile

and encouraging remarks. Dr.

Pacheco says she would like

to be informed of and join in

future missions whenever

possible. 

For mission chair Dr. Al-

varez, the Cabanatuan City

medical mission was an op-

portunity to rediscover her

roots and renew relationships

with people from her past. 

“This particular medical

mission brought me back to

my mother’s original home. I

saw my relatives and town-

mates. The numbers may be

more but the people are all

the same. Their needs, con-

ditions, gratitude and contin-

uing need from us are

always the same. I wish we

could do more, give more,

come back more often and

share.”

For Dr. Alvarez, partici-

pating in medical missions

has resulted in personal

growth and fulfillment.

“I’ve learned to be more

sensitive to the needs, feel-

ings and sufferings of others,”

she says. “I am more grateful

for every day of my life and

for all the blessings that we

take for granted. I marvel at

the contentment that I see in

those people who have less

but seem to be happier than

(continued on page 5)
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ideals and beliefs,” says co-

ordinator Lyna Burian. “All

Filipino organizations and

their members are invited to

participate in this event to

share their histories.”

Participating organiza-

tions will be provided a dis-

play table to share their

history, membership, activi-

ties and goals for the future.

Through its digital archives

project, FAHSOH will be un-

dertaking a digital documen-

t a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g

organizations. 

“Keeping track of the

many diverse organizations

we create and commit to

has often been difficult. The

Filipino-American Historical

Society of Hawaii wants to

help organizations keep and

maintain their histories and

knowledge o f

their activities

for future gener-

a t i o n s .  T h i s

event will be a

first step in this

documentation,”

Burian says. 

In addition to

organizat ions’

displays, a talk

story session will provide an

overview and reflection of

Filipino organiz-

ing in Hawaii. For

children attend-

ing the afternoon

event, the Fil-

ipino Association

o f  U n i v e r s i t y

Women (FAUW)

will conduct their

a n n u a l  A N A K

storytelling event.

Free entertainment and food

for purchase will also be

available.

FilAm History Fest 2012

is part of FilCom’s monthly

series “FilCom Sundays.”

Registration for display ta-

bles is free but required. Visit

the FAHSOH website for

registration information and

a response form: www.fah-

soh.org. More details are

available by calling 521-

7721.

(cont. from page 1; FIL-AM...) 

longtime director of the Cen-

ter for Philippine Studies. As

founding director of the Cen-

ter for Philippine Studies, her

intellectual leadership was

instrumental in developing

the Center as the leading in-

stitution in the U.S. for aca-

demic and comprehensive

studies on Philippine society

and culture. 

“Through this endow-

ment, I hope to perpetuate

an intellectual tradition of ac-

quiring a deeper knowledge

and understanding of the

Philippines as a strategic

country in the Asia-Pacific re-

gion and as a vibrant mem-

ber of the international

community,” she says. “It will

support efforts to energize

and strengthen the Philip-

pine homeland itself by sup-

porting initiatives such as

scholarships, fellowships, re-

search and publications, li-

brary materials, exchange

programs, visiting scholars,

conferences, workshops,

websites, educational travel

and other opportunities

aimed at achieving sustained

academic and professional

interest in Philippine Studies

for the benefit of future gen-

erations of Filipinos as dem-

o c r a t i c ,  p r o g r e s s i v e ,

participating, vital and pro-

ductive members of society,

both internally and interna-

tionally."

Since joining the Manoa

faculty in 1975, Aquino has

been recognized for her nu-

merous contributions to

teaching, research and com-

munity service. She has

been a key source of infor-

mation and analysis on is-

sues including immigration,

human rights, labor, higher

education, Philippine corrup-

tion and poverty, Philippine-

American relations, women,

minorities and contemporary

and support the study of di-

asporic and global issues af-

fecting Philippine society and

culture, and Filipino commu-

nities overseas.

“Filipinos are playing an

increasingly important role in

Hawaii and in other parts of

the world. Demography tells

us this role will only grow

more important. We need

our students and community

to be at the cutting edge of

this new wave and certainly

the Aquino endowment will

move us in this direction,”

Shultz says. 

Aquino is an internation-

ally-recognized expert on

contemporary Philippine so-

ciety, politics and culture.

She currently serves as a

professor emeritus at the

School of Pacific and Asian

Studies where she was pro-

fessor of political science

and Asian studies, as well as

affairs.  

Additionally, she has ac-

tively participated in various

activities involving humani-

tarian projects, institution-

b u i l d i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n a l

programs and other social is-

sues. She is the first-ever re-

cipient of the prestigious Dr.

Jose Rizal Award for Peace.

Because of her expertise as

a social scientist and Philip-

pine specialist, she is fre-

quently invited to present

papers or speak at forums,

conferences and programs

locally and internationally.

The Belinda A. Aquino

International Philippine Stud-

ies endowment will be ad-

ministered through the Cen-

ter for Philippine Studies with

the participation of the Dean

of the School of Pacific and

Asian Studies, the Chair of

the Asian Studies Program,

and the Philippine Studies

faculty at the Asian Studies

Program.  

To support the School of

Pacific & Asian Studies,

please contact Harriet Cin-

tron at (808) 956-3594 or

Harriet.Cintron@UHFounda-

tion.org. You can also make

a secure gift online at:

www.uhfoundation.org/Give-

toSPAS.

(cont. from page 1; DR. AQUINO...) 

preciation, contributions

made by our Filipino-Ameri-

can brothers and sisters. The

message that the public is

now sending is that while

many sectors of society have

expressed gratitude for what

the Filipinos abroad are doing

for the country, here is a gov-

ernment agency that contin-

ues to construct barriers.

With the combined

voices from citizens’ groups,

the media, and former Fil-

Am medical personnel, the

PRC finally relented by im-

mediately suspending the

implementation of Sections 5

and 17 of the PRC resolu-

tion. And CFO Secretary

Imelda M. Nicolas reiterated

the good news and adds a

plea to all medical missions

not to cancel their scheduled

visits. The Department of

Health, she assures every-

one, has the leading role in

OP-ED

(cont. from page 2; MEDICAL... )

those with much. It’s a re-

minder to never forget that

happiness cannot be bought

with money.”

First time mission volun-

teer Dr. Joseline Sangalang

describes the mission as “an

experience of rich complexity

of lessons” which will take her

“a lifetime to reflect and di-

gest.” As a second generation

Filipino-American who was

born and raised in Hawaii, she

saw the mission as an oppor-

tunity to learn about her Fil-

ipino culture and to see first

hand the living conditions of

locals in their own community.

“I encountered children

begging at church and in the

streets. I saw the somber

faces of the poor elders and

mothers with babies in tow

standing in the sweltering

heat and humidity with only a

ragged washcloth on their

heads to shield them from the

hot sun as they patiently

waited their turn to receive a

bag of rice and a couple of

cans of sardines,” she says.

“Though the numbers

were staggering and we all

worked our best to treat as

many patients, I think we all

wished we could have done

more to ease their pain and

suffering. It was a priceless

(cont. from page 4; OHANA...) 

overseeing the implementa-

tion of foreign surgical and

medical missions (FSMM)

and that the agencies con-

cerned – the DOH, Depart-

ment of the Interior and

Local Government (DILG),

CFO and PRC would organ-

ize a multistakeholders

strategic planning workshop

this October for the purpose

of strengthening communi-

cation and coordination

among stakeholders.

lesson of empathy, humility,

compassion and deep grati-

tude for all that we may have

taken for granted in our daily

lives.”

Marianela Jacob, a regis-

tered nurse and nurse practi-

tioner, says the mission was

a great experience for all the

volunteers. 

“It made us realize how

much luckier we are, com-

pared to the impoverished

people we serviced for the

whole week,” she says. “Our

short-term mission delivered

as much medical attention as

we could in very little time. The

people were very appreciative

in their own way. We did the

best we could and the rest of

our team contributed in as

much of an effort to make this

a rewarding experience. More

power to Ohana Medical Mis-

sions!”
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State AG Opposes Bill Reducing Oversight of Payday Lenders
sTATe ATTorney Gen-

erAl DAviD louie hAs

joineD 40 other attorneys

general to urge Congress to

oppose a bill preempting

states’ authority to crack-

down on predatory high cost,

short-term lending practices.

The State AGs say that the

proposal could preempt state

laws and undermine con-

sumer safeguards. 

A joint letter from Illinois

Attorney General Lisa Madi-

gan and Indiana Attorney

General Greg Zoeller

warned U.S. House

Speaker John Boehner,

House minority leader

Nancy Pelosi, U.S. Senate

majority leader Harry Reid

and Senate minority leader

Mitch McConnell about the

negative effects of the Con-

sumer Credit Access, Inno-

vation and Modernization

Act, or H.R. 6139. 

Many states have estab-

lished their own framework

of regulations to protect con-

sumers from risks associ-

ated with nonbank credit

service providers. However,

the legislation would allow

these providers—including

payday lenders, installment

lenders, car title lenders, pre-

paid card issuers and check

cashers—to obtain a federal

charter and sidestep more

stringent state laws. 

The bill would allow

lenders to extend credit to

consumers if there is a rea-

sonable basis for believing

consumers can repay the

loans but without putting

specific standards in place.

The legislation also exempts

loans with terms of one year

or less from the disclosure

requirements of the Truth in

Lending Act and substitutes

a cost metric. By preempting

state laws, the proposed leg-

islation would impede state

efforts to immediately and di-

rectly protect consumers

from harm. 

This bill was assigned to

a congressional committee

which will consider the legis-

lation and determine whether

to send it to the full House or

Senate. 

Also signing onto the let-

ter were attorneys general

f r o m  A l a s k a ,  A r i z o n a ,

Arkansas, California, Col-

o r a d o ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,

Delaware, the District of Co-

lumbia, Georgia, Guam,

Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,

Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,

Massachusetts, Michigan,

Minnesota, Mississippi, Mon-

tana, New Hampshire, New

Jersey, New Mexico, New

York, North Carolina, North

Dakota , Ohio , Oregon,

Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico,

Rhode Island, South Dakota,

Tennessee, Vermont, Wash-

ington, West Virginia, Wis-

consin and Wyoming.

City Seeks Artwork for Wahiawa Transit Center
The CiTy’s Commission

on CulTure & The ArTs

is seeking proposals from

artists or artist teams for two

works of art for the Wahiawa

Transit Center. The budget

for each project is $100,000.

The anticipated goal is

for artwork that highlights the

history and culture of Wahi-

awa with emphasis on the

transportation history of the

area. 

Built at a cost of $5.56

million and dedicated in Oc-

tober 2011, the Wahiawa

Transit Center is a park-and-

ride bus transit facility lo-

cated at 956 California

Avenue. The two-story,

46,000 square foot structure

features exterior historic-

themed decorative elements

and functions as the main

community bus station. 

The artwork will be des-

ignated for the transit cen-

ter’s West Artwork Project

Location and the East Art-

work Project Location. The

artwork may include works

such as a mural, frieze,

fresco, sculpture or other

wall-mounted work of art that

is permanently installed. The

work of art may be installed

on a substrate to be attached

to the existing wall.

The selected artist or

artist team must comply with

federal Transit Administration

contractor requirements. Ap-

plications must be received

by 4 pm on January 11, 2013

at:

Mayor’s Office of Culture

and the Arts

Attn: Art for Wahiawa 

Transit Center

550 South King Street,

Room 203

Honolulu, HI 96813

The final selection shall

be made by the Commission

on Culture & the Arts at its

meeting on February 14,

2013. For application re-

quirements, project details or

other information, please call

768-4105.
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samonte TipOn

each year may not exceed

480,000, with the total for each

foreign state not to exceed

seven percent. INA also estab-

lishes preference categories

based on the relationship be-

tween the petitioner and their

alien relatives, and limits the

number of visas in each prefer-

ence category.

These categories are:

F1: Unmarried sons and

daughters of USCs

F2A: Spouses and children

of LPRs.

F2B: Unmarried sons and

daughters of LPRs

F3: Married sons and mar-

ried daughters of USCs

F4: Brothers and sisters of

USCs

For immigration purposes,

the term “child” means an un-

married person under the age

of 21, while the term “son” or

“daughter” means a person

who is 21 years or over.

immediate relatives exempt

from Quota system

Immediate relatives of

USCs (spouse, children, and

parents) are not subject to the

annual limits. In other words,

they are not under the quota

system.

hoW prioroty date is estab-

lished

After a USC or LPR files a

visa petition on behalf of a

non-immediate relative, U.S.

Citizenship and Immigration

Services (USCIS) determines if

it is complete and properly

filed and if a qualifying rela-

tionship exists. If so, USCIS

puts the beneficiary “in line” in

the appropriate visa category,

based on the date the petition

is filed. This is known as the

“priority date”. Due to the

statutory limits of each visa

category and a substantial

backlog, it may be as long as

23 years before a petition’s pri-

ority date becomes “current,”

meaning that a visa is available

for the beneficiary. See U.S.

Dep’t of State, Visa Bulletin,

showing visa availability.

Who are iNcluded iN a visa peti-

tioN

A petition can include the

spouse and/or children of the

primary beneficiary, and they

may receive “derivative visas”

at the same time that the pri-

mary beneficiary receives a

visa. “A spouse or child . . .

shall . . . be entitled to the same

status, and the same order of

consideration provided in the

respective subsection, if ac-

companying or following to

join, the spouse or parent.” 8

U.S.C. § 1153(d). 

Who are “aGed-out” childreN

The primary beneficiary’s

child can only receive a deriva-

tive visa if such child is under

21 when the parent’s priority

date becomes current. Often

times, such derivative children

are over 21 when the parent’s

priority date becomes current.

Such children may no longer

be able to immigrate with their

parent. This is referred to as

“aging out” of visa eligibility. 

NeW petitioN by pareNt

The immigrant parent of the

“aged-out” children (“sons” or

“daughters”) should immedi-

ately upon arrival in the U.S. file

a new visa pe-

tition for them.

They will be

categorized as

F2B. What is

the “priority

date” of the

new petition –

the date when

such new peti-

tion is filed or

the date of the

earlier petition

in which the

“ a g e d - o u t ”

child was in-

cluded as a

derivative?

child status

protectioN

act

W i t h o u t

the Child Sta-

tus Protection

Act, the an-

swer would

generally be

the date when

the new peti-

tion is filed.

To ameliorate

the harshness

of the immi-

gration law,

Congress en-

acted the

Child Status

Protection Act

in 2002 which

J
anus was a Roman god with

one head but two faces, one

looking forward and the

other looking backward. Thus,

the term “Janus-faced” means

“double-dealing, double-faced,

fake, feigned, hypocritical.” Mer-

riam-Webster Dictionary. 

The Obama government is

fighting hard to prevent chil-

dren of immigrants who turned

21 (aged-out) from retaining

the priority date of the visa pe-

tition for which they were in-

cluded as derivative

beneficiaries. Instead the

Obama government has as-

signed such children a new

(and later) priority date when

another visa petition is filed on

their behalf by an immigrant

parent. This delays their reuni-

fication with their parents and

siblings who have already im-

migrated to the United States.

On the other hand, the Obama

government has given

“amnesty” to the illegal alien

children of illegal aliens. They

call it “deferred action”.

Hiding behind the skirt of

ambiguity, the Obama govern-

ment claims that the provision

of the Child Status Protection

Act (CSPA) providing priority

retention rights to aged-out

children of immigrants is am-

biguous. Thus, the statute

should be interpreted against

these children. How harsh and

mean can the Obama adminis-

tration get? As a recent court

decision described it, the plain

language of CSPA unambigu-

ously grants automatic conver-

sion and priority retention to

aged-out derivative beneficiar-

ies, and a contrary interpreta-

tion is not entitled to

deference. De Osorio v. May-

orkas.

Quota system

Millions of people want to

immigrate to the United States.

To control the number of immi-

grants, the Immigration and

Nationality Act (INA) provides

that U.S. Citizens (USC) and

lawful permanent residents

(LPR or green card holders)

may file visa petitions for cer-

tain qualifying relatives but the

total number of visas issued

included a provision “Rules for

determining whether certain

aliens are children”. 8 U.S.C. §

1153(h). Like the 2009 romantic

comedy film starring Meryl

Streep, Steve Martin and Alec

Baldwin “It’s complicated”.

8 U.S.C. § 1153(h)(3) pro-

vides: “If the age of an alien is

determined [under subsection

(h)(1)] to be 21 years of age or

older for the purposes of sub-

sections (a)(2)(A) [children of

LPRs] and (d) [derivative bene-

ficiaries], the alien’s petition

shall automatically be con-

verted to the appropriate cate-

gory and the alien shall retain

the original priority date issued

upon receipt of the original pe-

tition.”

coNflictiNG court decisioNs

The issue is: Does 8 U.S.C.

§ 1153(h)(3) apply to aged-out

children of all visa categories

or, as the Obama administra-

tion insists, only to aged-out

children of LPRs (F2A)?

The U.S. Circuit Courts of

Appeals are divided in their an-

swer. The 5th (Texas-based)

and 9th (California-based) Cir-

cuits said “YES.” See Khalid v.

Holder, 655 F.3d 363 (5th Cir.

2011) and De Osorio v. May-

orkas, No. 09-56786 (9th Cir.

2012). However, the 2nd Circuit

(New York-based) said “NO”.

See LI v. Renaud, 654 F.3d 376

(2nd Cir. 2011).

Which Circuit Court will

the Obama administration fol-

low? Until the Supreme Court

decides, the answer depends

on geography.

(atty. tipoN has a Master of

Laws degree from Yale Law School

and a Bachelor of Laws degree

from the University of the Philip-

pines. Office: 800 Bethel St., Suite

402, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel.

(808) 225-2645. E-Mail: filam-

law@yahoo .com. Webs i t es :

www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.co

m, and www.ImmigrationService-

sUSA.com. Listen to the most witty,

interesting, and informative radio

program in Hawaii on KNDI at

1270, AM dial every Thursday at

7:30 a.m., rebroadcast at

www.iluko.com.) 

Obama Gov’t Fights Immigrant Aged-
Out Children’s Retention of Original 
Priority Date 
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Q
: I applied for a Social Security

card for my baby at the hospital,

but the card came back with a

misspelled name. What should I do?

A: Find at least two original documents

proving your child’s U.S. citizenship and

identity, as well as one proof of your iden-

tity as the parent. Then go to your local So-

cial Security office or card center to ask for

a corrected card. The documents you

show us must be either originals or copies

certified by the issuing agency. We cannot

accept photocopies or notarized copies of

documents. To find out more, visit www.so-

cialsecurity.gov/ssnumber. 

Q: What are some of the documents So-

cial Security will accept as proof of

identity for a child?

A: While you can use a birth certificate

to prove age or citizenship, you cannot use

it as proof of identity. We prefer to see the

child’s U.S. passport. If you don’t have a

passport, we may accept the child’s adop-

tion decree; doctor, clinic, or hospital

record; religious record (e.g., baptismal

record); daycare center or school record;

or school identification card. We generally

can accept a non-photo identity document

if it has enough information to identify the

child (such as the child’s name and age,

date of birth and parents’ names). All doc-

uments must be originals or copies certi-

fied by the issuing agency. We cannot

accept photocopies or notarized copies of

documents. To find out more, visit www.so-

cialsecurity.gov/ssnumber. 

Q: What is the earliest age that I can

apply for my Social Security retirement

benefits?

A: The earliest is age 62 but you can

apply up to three months beforehand. If

you retire at age 62 today, your benefit

would be about 25 percent lower than what

it would be if you waited until you reach full

retirement age. Even if you are not ready to

retire, you still should sign up for Medicare

three months before your 65th birthday.

You can do both online at www.socialse-

curity.gov/applyonline.

Q: Can I delay my retirement benefits

and receive benefits as a spouse only?

How does that work?

A: It depends on your age. If you are

between full retirement age and age 70

and your spouse is receiving Social Secu-

rity benefits, you can apply for retirement

benefits and request the payments be sus-

pended. You can then choose to receive

benefits on your spouse’s Social Security

record. You then will earn delayed retire-

ment credits up to age 70, as long as you

do not collect benefits on your own work

record. Later, when you do begin receiving

benefits on your own record, those pay-

ments could very well be higher than they

would have been otherwise, because you

earned delayed retirement credits. 

Q: What is Supplemental Security In-

come (SSI)?

A: SSI provides monthly income to

people 65 or older, blind or disabled, who

also have limited income and financial re-

sources. To be eligible, an individual also

must be a U.S. citizen and resident of the

U.S. or a non-citizen lawfully admitted for

permanent residence. There are, how-

ever, some non-citizens granted a special

immigration status who are eligible. To

get SSI, an individual’s financial re-

sources (savings and assets) cannot be

more than $2,000 ($3,000, if married).

For more information, read our publica-

tions “Supplemental Security Income”

and “Understanding Supplemental Secu-

rity Income.” Both are available online at

www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs. 

Q: Are Supplemental Security Income

(SSI) benefits subject to federal income

tax?

A: No. If you get SSI, you will not re-

ceive an annual form SSA-1099 from So-

cial Security. However, your Social

Security benefits may be subject to income

tax. Learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Q: Do disabled children qualify for dis-

ability benefits?

A: There are two Social Security dis-

ability programs that provide benefits for

disabled children. Under the Supplemental

Security Income (SSI) program, a child

from birth to age 18 may receive monthly

payments based on disability or blindness

if the child has an impairment or combina-

tion of impairments that meets the defini-

tion of disability for children; and the income

and resources of the parents and the child

are within the allowed limits.

Under Social Security, an adult child

(a person age 18 or older) may receive

monthly benefits based on disability or

blindness if the adult child has an impair-

ment or combination of impairments that

meet the definition of disability for adults;

the disability began before age 22; and a

parent of the adult child worked long

enough to be insured under Social Secu-

rity and is receiving retirement or disability

benefits, or is deceased. Under both of

these programs, the child must not be

doing any substantial work. The child also

must have a medical condition that is ex-

pected to last at least one year or result in

death. Learn more at www.socialsecu-

rity.gov/applyfordisability. 
(continued on page 11)

Questions-and-Answers
to Common Social Security
Questions
by shona Barnes
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Upcoming Events at FilCom

Marlon Ignacio and Irene

Santos Brackenridge.

• October 23: “Ready to

Retire? Options to Re-

tirement—Return to the

Philippines” (Topics in-

clude possible changes

to U.S. social security

and Medicare, pros and

cons of retiring in the

Philippines, advantages

of dual citizenship for

Philippine-born Fil-Am

retirees, Medicare porta-

bility, etc). Panelists in-

clude George Carpenter,

Paul Cortes, Bruce Bot-

torhoff and Rhoda Yabes

Alvarez.

• October 30 - Protect

Your Home, Protect Your

Future” (Topics include

reverse mortgages, pre-

venting foreclosures,

short sales and loan

modifications). Presen-

ters are Steve Llorens,

Guy Tamashiro, Rosana

Agustin and Rosita

Agustin.

This series is made pos-

sible by the Molave sponsor-

ship of Pyramid Insurance

and Ayala Land. Registration

is free and open to the pub-

lic. To sign up or for more in-

formation, please contact the

SEVERAL EVENTS ARE

BEING HELD at the FilCom

Center for the month of Oc-

tober. One such event is the

Kinabukasan Series, which

is designed to help atten-

dees navigate the complexi-

ties of preparing for

retirement, protecting assets,

and dealing with stressful sit-

uations such as a foreclo-

sure. 

The financial literacy

courses are held every Tues-

day from 6 pm to 8 pm at Fil-

Com. The classes started

September 4, 2012 and will

continue through the month

of October. The following

classes will be held: 

• October 16: “Saving for a

Rainy Day—Analyze

Your Financial Needs”

(How to achieve stability

and peace of mind and

avoid the paycheck-to-

paycheck survival syn-

drome). Presenters are

FilCom Center at 680-0451

or via email at: filcom@fil-

com.org.

coNsulate outreach

Also during October at

the FilCom, the Philippine

Consulate General will con-

duct Outreach Programs for

Overseas Absentee Voting

(OAV) Registration and

Passport Application on Oc-

tober 16, 23 and 30 from 6

pm to 8 pm. 

Consulate officials en-

courage eligible Filipinos to

exercise their right and re-

sponsibility as Philippine cit-

izens to vote. For more

information on OAV registra-

tion and passport applica-

tion, please visit the

Consulate’s website at:

www.philippineconsulate-

honolulu.com. 

haWaii health

coNNector

On October 15, 2012,

the Hawaii Health Connector

will hold an evening of con-

versation at the FilCom Cen-

ter’s Flores Ballroom from

4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. 

The Hawaii Health Con-

nector is Hawaii’s online

health insurance exchange

created by the Patient Pro-

tection and Affordable Care

Act. The Hawaii Heath Con-

nector was established by

the Legislature in July 2011

through ACT 205. It will en-

able individuals and small

businesses to browse and

select health insurance plans

on a transparent online mar-

ketplace.

The event aims to em-

power individuals and small

businesses while they work

to address decision-making

around providing and pur-

chasing health care plans

through the Hawaii Health

Connector.

Q: Does Social Security pro-

vide special services or infor-

mation for people who are

blind or visually impaired? 

A: Yes. Social Security of-

fers a number of services and

products specifically designed

the blind or visually impaired.

Our publications are available in

multiple formats including

Braille, audio cassette tapes,

compact disks or enlarged print.

Most of our publications are also

available online in audio format.

To receive these products in al-

ternative formats, contact us by:

• Going online to www.so-

cialsecurity.gov/pubs/alt-

pubs.html; 

• Calling 1-800-772-1213

(TTY, 1-800-325-0778) be-

tween 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,

Monday through Friday;

• Contacting your local Social

Security office; 

• Contacting your U.S. Em-

bassy or Consulate, if you

live outside the U.S.; or

• Mailing, calling, or faxing

your request to:

Social Security Administration,

Braille Services Branch

6401 Security Boulevard,

L1141 West Low Rise 

Baltimore, MD 21235

Phone: 410-965-6414 or 

410-965-6407 

(TTY, 1-800-325-0778)

Fax: 410-965-6413

Q: I need to make changes to

my Medicare Part D prescrip-

tion drug coverage. When can

I do that?

A : O p e n  s e a s o n  f o r

Medicare Part D prescription

drug coverage runs from Octo-

ber 15 to December 7. The

Medicare Part D prescription

drug program is available to all

Medicare beneficiaries. Joining

a Medicare prescription drug

plan is voluntary and participants

pay an additional monthly pre-

mium. While you are looking at

changing your plan, you might

want to revisit the Application for

Extra Help with Medicare Pre-

scription Drug Plan Costs. If you

have limited income and re-

sources, you also may be eligi-

ble for Extra Help to pay monthly

premiums, annual deductibles

and prescription co-payments.

The Extra Help is estimated to

be worth about $4,000 per year. 

To find out more, go to

www.socialsecurity.gov/prescrip-

tionhelp. For more information

about the Medicare Part D pre-

scription drug program itself, visit

www.medicare.gov or call 1-

800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-

4227; TTY 1-877-486-2048).

online to: www.honoluluelec-

tions.us to download a new

absentee ballot application

which must be submitted by

October 30, 2012 by 4:30

pm. Absentee ballots will be

mailed starting October 15,

2012 but voters are encour-

aged to apply as soon as

possible to ensure adequate

ballot delivery time. 

Absentee walk-in voting

starts October 23, 2012 and

runs through November 3,

2012, excluding Sundays,

from 8 am to 4 pm at Hon-

olulu Hale, Kapolei Hale and

the Pali Golf Course Club-

house. The Kapolei Hale and

Pali Golf Course locations

will feature electronic voting

machines exclusively.

THE OFFICE OF THE CITY

CLERK ISSUED AN ADVI-

SORY for absentee mail

voters who recently

changed their voter registra-

tion address to also make

changes to their absentee

mail balloting address. 

Voters are advised to go

SoCial SeCUritY UPdate

(cont. from page 10; QUESTIONS.. )

City Clerk Issues Reminder to
Voters

Student chefs Vaneza
Lyn Agustin (right) and
Shianti Leighton won
the 2nd Annual Art of
Healthy-Licious
Cooking Competition
at Kapiolani
Community College.
They bested three other
teams in preparing
original and healthy
dishes using chicken as
the main ingredient.
Agustin and Leighton
whipped up a healthy
sautéed vegetable and
chicken dish, earning
them both a $500 

PiCtoriAl NeWs
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Aquino to Meet Malaysian PM
Razak in Manila 

The spokesman, how-

ever, declined to reveal the

talking points of the two lead-

ers as this was being handled

by the Department of Foreign

Affairs.

Aquino is expected to

personally convey to Najib

the Philippine government's

gratitude for Malaysia's fa-

cilitation of the peace nego-

tiations.

Razak will be present at

the signing ceremony of the

peace deal to witness the his-

toric moment after the bilat-

eral meeting, Lacierda

added.

According to Lacierda,

MILF Chairman Al Haj Murad

will be at the signing cere-

mony along with members of

their peace panel led by Mo-

hagher Iqbal, and members

of the International Contact

Group (ICG) and others that

were involved in the peace

process.

"We are preparing the list.

All those who have in one way

or another contributed to the

successful conclusion of the

Framework Agreement will be

invited," Lacierda said.

MANILA, Philippines (Xin-

hua) -- PRESIDENT BE-

NIGNO AQUINO III WILL

HAVE A BILATERAL MEET-

ING with the visiting

Malaysian Prime Minister

Najib Razak in Manila early

next week, Presidential

spokesman Edwin Lacierda

said today.

Lacierda said in a news

briefing the bilateral meeting

will take place prior to the

signing of the Framework

Agreement between the

Philippine government and

the Moro Islamic Liberation

Front (MILF) which was facil-

itated by Malaysia on October

15.

from www.philstar.com/
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

Phl Named One of 'New SEA Tigers' 
age” and are “poised to drive

future growth and grab more

economic power.”

The four Asian tigers are

Hong Kong, Singapore,

South Korea and Taiwan.

“In an economically vi-

brant Southeast Asia, In-

donesia and the Philippines

stand out as the region’s

‘New Tigers’ with the poten-

tial to leave a bigger imprint

on global growth for years to

come while the developed

world struggles with excess

debt and traditional regional

heavyweights China and

India lose momentum,” Mar-

ket Watch said.

The business website

cited the edge of Philippines

and Indonesia over other

MANILA, Philippines - A

BUSINESS WEBSITE HAS

NAMED THE PHILIPPINES

as one of the “new tigers” in

Southeast Asia, owing to the

country’s recovery from the

Asian financial crisis and its

high potential for growth, a

report on Yahoo! News

posted last Monday said.

Yahoo! News reported

that according to Market

Watch, the Philippines and

Indonesia have “come of

countries in the region, in-

cluding large and young

labor force, an expanding

middle class and elected

governments with policies in-

spiring investor confidence,

the Yahoo! report said.

Market Watch added that

sturdy banks and enough

foreign exchange reserves

also put the countries at an

advantage.

Yahoo! reported further

that Market Watch noted

that national debt remains

low in the Philippines and

Indonesia compared to

countries in the West, “leav-

ing both enough room to

boost their economies in

case of need.”

Market Watch also noted

that since the end of 2008,

the two countries’ stock mar-

kets have been among the

world’s best performing, the

Yahoo! report said.

Market Watch said that

marking the two countries’

takeoff is their leap from bor-

rower to lender status in the

International Monetary Fund

(IMF), with each pledging $1

billion to replenish the multi-

lateral bank’s funds.

from www.philstar.com/
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

Bill Seeks Committee vs Bullying,
Violence in Campuses 

pus crime statistics, as well

as crime prevention plans in

these schools, will equip par-

ents in making informed

choices as to which school to

send their children to.

“At the same time, stu-

dents currently enrolled in

their respective universities

need to know the measure

undertaken by their institu-

tion, as well as courses of ac-

tion in cases of emergency to

guarantee security and expe-

dient assistance, if need be,”

said Angara.

He said the proposed

crime prevention committee

shall be in charge of formu-

lating a crime prevention

strategy.

This strategy, the law-

maker said, shall include a

statement on current campus

policies on procedures and

facilities for students and oth-

ers on how to report criminal

actions or emergencies hap-

pening inside the campus as

well as policies concerning

the institution’s response to

such reports.

Under the bill, the crime

prevention committee has

several functions and duties

such as to formulate crime

prevention programs which

the Committee itself shall im-

plement.

It will also be directed to

coordinate with school heads

in the maintenance of peace

and order within school

premises as well as to con-

duct an intensive information

drive on the crime prevention

MANILA, Philippines - THE

STEADY INCREASE IN RE-

PORTED VIOLENCE and

bullying in campuses in the

country has prompted a law-

maker to seek the creation of

a crime prevention committee.

Rep. Juan Edgardo An-

gara (Lone District, Aurora)

filed House Bill 6479, which

seeks the creation of a Stu-

dent Crime Prevention Com-

mittee in every school all over

the country.

“There is a need to pro-

vide a secure environment for

students to enable them to

better focus on their studies,”

Angara said.

Angara said access to in-

formation with regard to cam-

from www.philstar.com/
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

committee including semes-

tral distribution of copies and

orientations therein.

The measure provides

for the composition of the

crime prevention committee

which would include the vice

president for community af-

fairs or heads of office that

deal with campus security

and safety as the presiding

officer; vice president for stu-

dent affairs or those heads of

office that deal with the wel-

fare and discipline of stu-

dents as alternate presiding

officer.

University student coun-

cil president/supreme stu-

dent council president or

chairperson; class presi-

dents of the high level and

college presidents; corps

commander of the ROTC

and CAT; head of campus po-

lice or security personnel; the

president of the parent-teach-

ers association or its equiva-

lent and the secretary of the

university council, which shall

serve as the committee sec-

retary, shall likewise be mem-

bers of the crime prevention

committee.

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
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seguriTan

O
nly two weeks into the

implementation of the

deferred action pro-

gram and amidst a spate of

anti-immigrant attacks

against it, a group of immi-

gration officers has filed a

lawsuit challenging the policy

as unconstitutional. 

The plaintiffs in Crane v.

Napolitano are Immigration

and Customs Enforcement

agents who claim that the re-

cent directives of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security

command them to violate fed-

eral law and are a usurpation

of the legislative power of

Congress. 

They challenge in partic-

ular the June 15, 2012 memo

of Sec. Janet Napolitano on

deferred action for childhood

arrivals and the June 17,

2011 Morton Memorandum

establishing enforcement pri-

orities, which they had com-

plained of earlier. The agents

say that they are forced to vi-

olate their oaths of office and

several laws, or be disci-

plined for doing their job if

they follow federal law and

disregard the directives. 

In effect, they disagree

with the President’s policy to

deport criminals first before

students and individuals who

were brought into the U.S. as

young children, so much so

that they refuse to be bound

by the policy and have cho-

sen to bring this difference of

opinion to the court. 

Many legal observers be-

lieve that the lawsuit has no

merit and that it would be dis-

missed on jurisdictional

grounds. 

The group’s legal costs

are shouldered by the anti-

immigrant organization Num-

bersUSA. The agents’ lawyer

is Kris Kobach, whose name

may sound familiar because

he authored the infamous Ari-

zona immigration law

SB1070. He also advises

GOP presidential candidate

Mitt Romney on immigration. 

One of the claims made

by the employees is that fed-

eral law does not authorize

deferred action, much less

the granting of this benefit to

1.7 million potential benefici-

aries. 

But deferred action is not

new. Widows of U.S. citizens

have received deferred action

from the USCIS, as do

women who have suffered

physical and mental abuse

because of rape and domes-

tic violence who are applying

for a U visa. Foreign students

who were affected when Hur-

ricane Katrina hit the U.S.

were able to get deferred ac-

tion. Deferred action is also a

form of relief that is available

in removal proceedings,

whereby the DHS agrees not

to deport an alien or not to ex-

ecute a removal order. 

I myself have in the past

helped obtain deferred de-

parture status for hundreds of

nurses who would otherwise

have been deported because

they failed their licensure

exams or changed employers

without authorization. The

INS agreed to give them de-

ferred departure status for a

maximum of 3 years. Many of

these nurses eventually re-

gained lawful status. 

This present lawsuit is just

the latest onslaught against

the program that grants re-

prieve from deportation to de-

serving individuals who are in

the U.S. through no fault of

their own. On the same day

that the USCIS began accept-

ing deferred action requests,

the governor of Arizona issued

an executive order denying

state benefits, including dri-

ver’s licenses, from deferred

action beneficiaries. Ne-

braska’s governor quickly fol-

lowed suit and announced

that his state would also deny

driver’s licenses, welfare ben-

efits and other public assis-

tance to DREAMErs. 

Elsewhere, there are rea-

sons for DREAMers to re-

main optimistic. In New York,

for instance, a lawmaker has

introduced a bill that would

give undocumented youth ac-

cess to government financial

aid for college. A Colorado

university has started to

charge a reduced tuition fee

for eligible undocumented

students. A federal court also

recently blocked key parts of

immigration laws of Alabama

and Georgia.

reubeN s. seGuritaN has been prac-

ticing law for over 30 years. For further in-

formation, you may call him at (212) 695

5281 or log on to his website at www.seguri-

tan.com

Lawsuit by ICE Agents is Latest in
Anti-Immigrant Attacks

leGal NoteS
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are busy with the election

period is not a valid reason

to delay the proceedings.

During the Sept. 23 pre-

trial, the prosecution submit-

ted their 28-page brief,

including the list of 59 wit-

nesses lined up against Ar-

royo and her co-accused.

The defense, however,

reiterated their earlier stand

not to submit any trial brief.

As this developed, Om-

budsman prosecutors han-

dling the P365.9-million

plunder case against Arroyo

are objecting to her contin-

ued detention at the Veter-

ans Memorial Medical

Center (VMMC) in Quezon

City.

However, they are will-

ing to allow her to be de-

tained at the Philippine

National Police (PNP) cus-

todial center in Camp

Crame, where two of her co-

accused are currently de-

tained.

Director Diosdado Ca-

longe said he and his panel

of prosecutors will oppose

Arroyo’s motion for hospital

arrest, which will

be heard by the

S a n d i g a n -

bayan’s First Di-

vision today.

“We will ask

time to file com-

ment or opposi-

tion, we will

oppose,” Ca-

longe told The

STAR, saying

the former president should

be detained in a regular jail

facility.

“The law must apply

equally to all,” he said,

adding, however, that if Ar-

royo would want to be de-

tained in Camp Crame, the

prosecution will be

amenable to it.

Gma still iN paiN

According to the director

of VMMC, Arroyo is still in

pain and the scheduled

exam to determine if her

potassium level had normal-

ized was not done on Tues-

day as planned because of

this.

“We had to defer taking

her blood for potassium de-

MANILA, Philippines - THE

PASAY CITY REGIONAL

TRIAL COURT (RTC)

BRANCH 112 has set aside

a motion of the Commission

on Elections (Comelec) to

postpone the pre-trial of

Pampanga Rep. Gloria

Macapagal-Arroyo to Jan.

31 next year and scheduled

it on Nov. 15 and 22.

“The Oct. 25 schedule

was reset to allow the Com-

elec to finish its electoral du-

ties, but the pre-trial will

proceed as scheduled,”

Felda Domingo, court

spokesperson, said yester-

day.

Pre-trial hearings are

also scheduled on Jan. 31

and Feb. 7 next year.

Benjamin Santos, Ar-

royo’s counsel, filed the op-

position to delay the trial of

the electoral sabotage case

against the former presi-

dent.

He said the argument of

the prosecution that they

by perseus ecHeminaDa/
Thursday, October 11, 2012 

termination due to pain,”

Nona Legaspi said yester-

day.

Legaspi said they were

going to try to take the blood

sample if the former presi-

dent got better.

Arroyo is under hospital

arrest once again at the

VMMC in Quezon City.

(www.philstar.com)

GMA Trial to Resume Nov. 15 
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Awan marikna a saranta

No di lipaten ti sagubanit 

Gubuay maidadanes nga isip

Ta kada adda maipaayan

A mananama a matulongan

Imbag a pagraranudan pakai-

dayawan

Mapagbalin a biddut maka-

pasanaang

Ti namnama a maaramidan

Makaparagsak kaarbanan

Agbalin a napait makaidagel

Awanen kaibatugan ken laing

Mang ipaga rup awanen

kaipapanan

PHiliPPiNe laNGUaGe

D
aytoy a panagtitipon

maiyawis kadagiti Fil-

ipino organisasion iti

Hawaii, tapno idasarda dag-

giti naaramidanda, pakasari-

taanda, kotribusionda iti

pakasaritaan ni Filipino ken

dagiti manamnama a

naserbi iti masakbayan.

Awisen ti FAHSOH dagiti

organisasion a makipagparte

kadagiti panagiinnadal ken

pagraragsakan iti selebra-

sion. Dagiti makipagparte

w e n n o  a g a t e n d a r ,

maikkanda ti iti bukodda a

lamisaan iti ballroom a pagi-

dasaranda kadagiti gapua-

nanda, ti pakasaritaan ti

grupoda, dagiti naarami-

danda ken pakabuklan dagiti

akitibidadesda.  Makaam-

modan a mangbisti ti

lamisaanda, mangabbong

ken mangurnos kadagiti idis-

pleyda.  

Maaramid a pagssari-

taan dagiti exhibits a mairugi

iti malem (3:30pm) agingga

iti alas 7:30 iti rabii.  Alas ku-

atro (4:00 agingga ti 5:00 ti

panagsarsarita maipapan

kadagiti naaramidan dagiti

organisasion ken arami-

denda iti masakbayan a

p a g s a y a a t a n  k e n

pakairanudan ti kumonidad

para iti agdama ken masak-

bayan.

ANAK and storytelling

and Arts Crafts maaramid iti

Tech-room iti alas sinko ti

malem (5:00pm) agingga iti

alas sais y media ti

malem(6:30pm). Adda Enter-

tainment iti Consuelo Court-

yard ken adu pay a malako a

makmakan.  Adda pay Fil-

ipino Movie Screening iti

Consuelo Courtyard.  

No ania met dagiti maid-

a s a r y o  i p a k a a m m o y o .

Deadline ti registration Fri-

day Octobre 12, 2012.  No

ania pay ti kayatyo a maam-

muan awagan ti FIL-AM His-

tory Fest.  Ni Lynna Burian

(Coordinator) iti telepono

521-7721.

Awisen Ti American Historical Society
of Hawaii Dagiti Filipino Organisasion

US Affirms Steep Tariffs on China Solar Panels 
WASHINGTON (AP) —

THE OBAMA ADMINIS-

TRATION IS UPHOLDING

STEEP TARIFFS on solar

panels made in China, find-

ing that China's government

is subsidizing companies

that are flooding the US

lated tariffs are slightly lower

than preliminary tariffs im-

posed in May. But another

set of duties dealing with im-

proper subsidies is being in-

creased more than

threefold.

The tariffs could aggra-

vate already tense trade re-

lations between China and

the US. (www.philstar.com)

Kalpasan nabuslon a tuladan

Namseken ap-apunan nga

agamang

Tapno agtamed laeng kaad-

uan

Kalpasan dagit i isem a

narunaw

Gasat a nalpay, eppes a nam-

nama

Maipuera, awan kaipapanan

Agsimron rebbeng a lipaten 

Iwalin a pakuyogan isem

U r a y e n  k a i b a t u g a n  a

sagrapen

Ta ti langit saan nga agikiki-

dem

sAAN NGA AGiKiKiDem 
ti lANGit

MaiNlaNd NeWS

market with low-cost prod-

ucts.

The Commerce Depart-

ment determined Chinese

producers sold solar panels

in the United States below

cost, a tactic known as

"dumping," and will impose

tariffs ranging from 18 per-

cent to nearly 250 percent.

That's according to a source

with knowledge of the ruling

who spoke on condition of

anonymity because the de-

cision hasn't been formally

announced.

For some of the Chinese

companies, the dumping-re-

MANILA, Philippines - THE

PHILIPPINE EMBASSY IN

RIYADH has advised over-

seas Filipino workers and

other frequent travelers to

renew their passports as early

as  nine months before its ex-

piration, the Foreign Affairs

Department said on Tuesday.

"Filipinos in the Kingdom

are advised to inform their

employers of the expiry date

of their passports to avoid in-

convenience as the new elec-

tronic passport will be

released around one month

after filing or renewal applica-

tion," the state agency said.

Applicants for renewal are

advised to visit the embassy's

website, www.philembassy-

riyadh.org, to schedule an ap-

pointment.

The online appointment

system will allow the appli-

cants to schedule the date

and time of their appointment,

with a sysytem sending a

confirmation to the applicants'

email address.

DFA said the embassy no

longer accepts appointments

made through text messages

due to difficulty in managing

them.

"The embassy discour-

ages multiple bookings made

by a single applicant to maxi-

mize the appointment slots of

216 applicants in one day. In

the event that an applicant

wishes to change his/her ap-

pointment schedule, he/she

needs to cancel the appoint-

ment to allow another appli-

cant to book the vacated

slot," the state agency added.

(www.philstar.com)
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by Jovan cerDa
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 

Riyadh Embassy: Renew
Passport Early, Use Online
System 
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PAmPANGA CirCle oF HAWAii, 48tH ANNiversAry
& iNDuCtioN oF oFFiCers / sAturDAy ● October 13,

2012, ● Hale Koa Hotel ● 6:30 p.m. ● Contact: Petronila Foster,

722-8605

uFCH reAFFirmAtioN AND ProGress AWArDs
GAlA BANquet / FriDAy ● October 19, 2012, ● Ala Moana

Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom ● Donation $60● For more information pls.

call Carmen at 358-3845 or  email quezonj001@hawaii.rr.com

DoCtors-oN-stAGe’s ‘Believe iN PrAise oF FAitH
AND FreeDom’ / sAturDAy ● October 27, 2012, ● Worship

and Performing Arts Theater Kroc Center Hawaii, 91-3257 Kualaka’i

Parkway, Ewa Beach, HI 96706 ● Matinee 3:00 p.m. / Gala 7:00 p.m.

● For the benefit of BAYANIHAN CLINIC WITHOUT WALLS, INC. ●

For reservations: call (808) 841-4195 or (808) 671-3911

sAN NiColAs GooDWill FouNDAtioN oF
HAWAii little miss iNFANtile PAGeANt /

sAturDAy ● November 10, 2012, ● FilCom Center

Casamina Flores Ballroom ● Donation $45 ● For more

information, pls. call 680-0451

isAH  mrs. iloCos suriAN FuNDrAiser /

sAturDAy ● November 17, 2012, ● Hilton Waikiki

Beach Resort Hotel ● Donation $65 ● Ffor more

information and tickets, pls. call Davelyn at 489-

8782

3rD ANNuAl NiGHt oF HoNor AND toyF,
JCi HAWAii FiliPiNo JuNior CHAmBer /

suNDAy ● December 9, 2012, ● Hibiscus Room, Ala

Moana Hotel ● For more information please contact

Randy Cortez at: 342-7685

AL PHILLIPS THE CLEANER 

P/T, F/T Costumer Service/Alterations 

Training, High Pay with benefits

Call: 284-7878

MANILA, Philippines - THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HAS PASSED a bill amending the

Overseas Absentee Voting Act of

2003, allowing more overseas Fil-

ipinos worldwide to cast their votes

in Philippine elections.

Rep. Elpidio Barzaga, Jr.,

chair of the House Committee on

Suffrage and Electoral Reforms,

said the amendment to Republic

Act 9189 will provide easier ac-

cess to global Filipinos through

field and mobile registration cen-

ters.

Filipinos abroad may file their

application personally at any des-

ignated registration center in the

Philippines, as approved by the

Commission on Elections,

Barzaga said.

Rep. Erico Aumentado, author

of house Bill 3966, said the meas-

ure will allow overseas Filipino

voters to cast their votes not only

in presidential and midterm elec-

tions, but in all national referenda

and plebiscites as well.

Aumentado said records from

the Comelec show that there are

about 3.6 million qualified Filipino

voters abroad.

"Out of this figure, 589,830

were registered voters while only

153,323 actually voted, broken

down as follows: 39,564 voted by

mail, 64,743 voted manually or in

person and 49,016 voted through

automation," Aumentado said.

"The present law provides for

the voting by mail to only three

countries. This limitation effec-

tively disenfranchises many

OFWs abroad," he added.

The bill's co-author, Akbayan

Rep. Walden Bello, said the new

law will allow overseas Filipinos

with dual citizenship to vote with-

out renouncing their other citizen-

ship. Immigrants and permanent

residents also need not execute

affidavits declaring that they shall

continue residence in the Philip-

pines not later than three years

from the approval of their applica-

tions under RA 9189.

The measure also expands

other means of overseas voting,

which include personal voting, by

mail and ony other means as al-

lowed under Section 52.1 of the

Omnibus Election Code.

The law mandates Comelec to

adopt more efficent and reliable

technology for onsite remote reg-

istration and elections.

It also establishes the Over-

seas Voting Secretariat under the

Foreign Affairs Department, and

authorizes the poll body to allot at

least 10 percent of the overseas

voting budget for information dis-

s e m i n a t i o n  c a m p a i g n s .

(www.philstar.com)

House Passes Bill Expanding Overseas
Voting Law 

MANILA, Philippines - MORE

THAN 350 MILLION PEOPLE

suffer from depression, according

to the World Health Organization

(WHO).

"But because of the stigma

that is often still attached to de-

pression, many fail to acknowl-

edge that they are ill and do not

seek treatment," WHO said in a

statement as it called on nations

to end the stigma against the

mental disorder on the 20th an-

niversary of World Mental Health

Day this October 10.

The WHO cited cultural atti-

tudes and lack of proper under-

standing as some of the reasons

people suffering from depression

do not seek help for their condition.

“We have some highly effec-

tive treatments for depression.

Unfortunately, fewer than half of

the people who have depression

receive the care they need. In fact

in many countries this is less than

10 percent. This is why WHO is

supporting countries in fighting

stigma as a key activity to in-

creasing access to treatment,”

said Dr. Shekhar Saxena, director

of the Department for Mental

Health and Substance Abuse.

The first step towards treating

depression is recognizing that it

exists, according to the WHO. It

should, however, be distinguished

from "mood fluctuations." If the

feeling of sadness persists for two

weeks or more and one's ability to

function at work, school or home

is affected, that may already be

depression.

Some of the effective treat-

ments the WHO recommends are

psychosocial treatment and med-

ication. Early treatment is crucial

for it to be more effective. 

There are many factors that

lead to depression. It may be so-

cial, psychological or biological.

Economic pressures, unemploy-

ment, disasters and conflict were

also cited as factors.

"At its worst, depression can

lead to suicide. Tragically almost

one million people commit suicide

every year and a large proportion

of them had experienced depres-

s i o n , "  t h e  W H O  s a i d .

(www.philstar.com)

WHO: 350 Million People Suffer from
Depression 

by Jovan cerDa
Friday, October 5, 2012 
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