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EDITORIA

Traditions Worth
Holding OnTo

ention “Christmas” to the average Filipino,

especially those who were raised in the

Philippines, and they will recall festive cele-

brations with family and friends. As the only

predominantly Christian nation in Asia,

Christmas is special to Filipinos, many of
whom are deeply religious.

Long ago, different regions in the Philippines began
celebrating Christmas with various colorful festivities, like
the world famous giant lantern parade hosted by the town
of San Fernando in Pampanga. Some towns held special
re-enactments of the Christmas story, while others followed
the Spanish tradition of attending early morning masses.

On a smaller scale, Filipino families began their own
unique Christmas traditions that were passed on to succes-
sive generations—traditions such as making parols, deco-
rating the Christmas tree, sharing a Christmas Eve meal
together, singing carols and opening presents.

As Filipinos, we need to hold fast to these rich and
uniquely Filipino Christmas traditions and see to it that
they are not forgotten. If you are unfamiliar with a tradi-
tional Filipino Christmas, consider attending the upcom-
ing Pasko sa FilCom. The event can also be a nostalgic
walk down memory lane, particularly for ex-pats remi-
niscing of life back in the Philippines.

Kudos to the FilCom Center and other community
groups for organizing Pasko sa FilCom and promoting our
many rich and festive Filipino Christmas traditions. Such
traditions connect us to our past, bind us closer to our fam-
ilies and leave an indelible reminder of who we are and
where we came from.

Tighten Your Belt For 2009
and Beyond

herever one looks, there are dreary signs
of a weak economy. The State Legislature,
which convenes in January 2009, will have
the unenviable task of balancing the State’s
budget and dealing with a projected $1 bil-
lion shortfall.

The City isn’t doing much better. Declining tax rev-
enues have led to freezes in hiring and travel. Departments
have been instructed to trim their budgets. In the private
sector, Hawaiian Telcom Communications Inc.’s $1.27 bil-
lion in liabilities forced the company to file for bankruptcy
protection—a move that opened many people’s eyes to
how bad Hawaii’s economic situation really is.

More than ever, our elected officials need to curb gov-
ernment spending and to account for every dollar during
this turbulent economy. Tough decisions will have to be
made. Decisions like whether to fund the Lanakila Multi-
Purpose Senior Center in Liliha, a gathering place for 2,000
elderly. If state lawmakers don’t fund its budget, the cen-
ter will likely close. Similar scenarios may play out for
other non-profit organizations that depend on government
assistance.

Prioritizing which programs and departments to fund
won’t be easy for lawmakers, but then again, they were
elected to make the tough decisions. They can start by re-
jecting their 36 percent payraise ($48,708 per year) as well
as an increase in their annual allowance ($10,200) for items
such as travel, food, office equipment, etc. The timing for

FROM THE PUBLISHE

ou may not realize it, but the

issue you are reading marks the

Hawaii Filipino Chronicle’s 16th

Anniversary! Sixteen years is a

long time to be doing anything,

much less publish a regular com-
munity newspaper. The faces have changed
over the years and we moved offices from
Kalihi to Waipahu. Looking back, I can honestly say that it has
been a pleasure serving our readers and providing the Filipino
community with timely and useful news. Thanks to the faith-
ful support of our readers and advertisers, the Chronicle has
managed to not only survive, but thrive as a small business in
Hawaii’s unpredictable business climate.

The cover story for this special anniversary issue, which
begins on page 4, is about a traditional Filipino Christmas and
why the holiday is one of the most loved and anticipated times
of the year. A big reason is that Christmas is celebrated together
by the entire ohana, including immediate family members and
distant relatives. Written by Caroline Julian, the story also fo-
cuses on “Pasko sa FilCom”—a free event organized by vol-
unteers from various Filipino organizations. The entire family
is sure to enjoy the numerous activities that will be held, in-
cluding children’s games, cooking demonstrations, a roving
minstrel, Christmas caroling (daigon), a parol making demon-
stration, Christmas display, lantern parade and others. Please
consider attending the event, which is scheduled for Sunday,
December 14, 2008 at the FilCom Center.

Since rail transit has been a hot topic of late, we have a
special Open Forum section on page 3. Honolulu City coun-
cilmembers Charles Djou and Romy Cachola have written re-
spective articles on the best alignment for Oahu’s rail transit
project. Djou supports the airport alignment, while Cachola
says the airport route is best. Please read the pros and cons for
each route and make up your mind as to which route is best for
Honolulu.

‘While on the topic of transit, we encourage you to read the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the rail proj-
ect and submit your written comments. Since this multi-billion
dollar project will be paid for by taxpayers for years to come
and forever change the way we travel, it is important for the
community to get involved now and ask questions on issues
relating to the project that may be of concern. Please read more
on page 8 on how to submit comments on the DEIS.

There are many more interesting articles of interest and
regular columns in this issue, particularly Family Corner, Legal
Notes and Philippine Language. We hope you will enjoy read-
ing them.

In closing, thank you again for your support these past 16
years. It has been a pleasure to serve all of our readers. From
our family to yours...Maligayang Pasko!

Aloha and Mabuhay!

s A a?.a—uc.uz__,b-i......&

these increases is bad, particularly when schools, social
service agencies and others are suffering.

We all could stand to do more with less until the eco-
nomic situation improves. Let’s hope the Legislature can
step up to the plate and set the example.
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Why Honolulu Must
Conned the Airport
and Pearl Harbor

By Charles K. Djou
Councilmember, District IV

have long argued that a
multi-billion dollar rail
system for Oahu is far too
expensive and beyond
what our local families can
afford. I continue to hold
this position and, indeed,
the ballot measure on rail showed that
nearly half of Oahu’s voters shared at
least some of my concerns.

Nevertheless, while I disagree with
the decision to move forward with rail,
the voters have spoken in narrow sup-
port of this issue, and it is now my re-
sponsibility as a councilmember to
ensure that the money spent on rail is
extended as cost-effectively as possible
so that we do not end up with rail sys-
tem that no one rides.

Even for staunch rail proponents,
the City’s handling of the rail project
thus far leaves much to be desired and
much that needs correction. The exclu-
sion of the Honolulu International Air-
port, in favor of Salt Lake Boulevard,
was a significant error on the part of the
City, which was the result of a back-
room deal by the mayor to secure the

votes needed on the City Council to go
forward with rail. I was not a part of
this, or any deal, related to any vote
over the rail system.

The administration’s decision to
open the first leg of the rail from dirt
fields in East Kapolei to Waipahu,
rather than from the widely-used air-
port to downtown, is also nonsensical.
Likewise, the Administration’s decision
to spend $3 million in taxpayer re-
sources for “public relations™ to tout
the rail system was clearly an inappro-
priate use of funds. This significant ex-
penditure of public funds swamped the
meager private spending by rail oppo-
nents and likely made the difference in
the rail vote.

Finally, the massive political con-
tributions by beneficiaries of rail con-
struction to selected politicians also
raise serious concerns. However, be-
cause of the vote earlier this month, the
key question is no longer whether Hon-
olulu should have a rail system, but
how it should be done.

The close vote on rail reflects our
community’s clear divide over the wis-
dom of a rail system for Honolulu. If

(continued on page 6)

Salt Lake Route Saves
Taxpayers’ Money

By Romy M. Cachola

mmediately following the
General  Election, the
Council  proposed  to
change the route of the
Honolulu Rail Transit
Project from Salt Lake
Boulevard to the airport.
The proposal surprised many voters
who felt that the change was improper.
The media hinted at a political com-
promise in the selection of Salt Lake
Boulevard for the 20-mile Minimum
Operable Segment (MOS) of the rail
project. The truth is, for the rail project,
leaders in the Salt Lake community and
T have not played political games. In-
stead, we have worked very hard to jus-
tify why Salt Lake Boulevard is the
better route for the Honolulu Rail Tran-
sit Project.
Here are our findings:
Airport
«  The rail station is too far away from
the passenger terminal, making it a
hassle to lug around suitcases.
There is also little incentive for vis-
itors to use rail since there is no con-
nection into Waikiki.
There are over 7 million annual vis-
itors to Hawaii. 71 percent of pas-
senger seats go through Honolulu

International Airport, with the re-
maining 29 percent going to the
neighbor islands.

« Asian visitors, the majority of
whom are Japanese, total approxi-
mately 2 million. They arrive early
in the morning and are taken via
buses to briefings or tours before
checking in at their hotels in the af-
ternoon.

¢ Out of 21 major U.S. cities that
launched rail systems since the
1970s, only 7 were connected to the
airport. Most of the airport spurs
were built after the rail systems
were launched.

Pearl Harbor/Hickam

¢ There are approximately 27,000
civilian employees combined at the
airport, Pearl Harbor and Hickam
with free parking on base.

*  Most military personnel live on base
or within a short driving distance.

Transit  Oriented

(TOD)/Housing
+  The SLB alignment extends through
Mar which encompasse:
150 acres and is owned by a single
landowner who is willing to donate
(continued on page 6)
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Fil-Com Center Gears Up For a
Philippine Christmas in Hawaii

hristmas is a special time for Filipinos. For many, it's one of
the most anticipated holidays of the year as the Christmas
season is not only a time to exchange gifts, but also a time to
share good tidings and fellowship.

“It is when we gather with
family and friends to renew
friendships and strengthen emo-
tional ties,” says Rose Cruz
Churma of the Filipino Associ-
ation of University of Women
(FAUW).

“I grew up on a farm in the
Philippines, and there, Christ-
mas was a time of family re-
unions, thanksgiving, and
sharing, (which are) made more
exciting by fireworks, colorful
parols, caroling, simbang gabi,
and Noche Buena,” adds Ser-
afin Colmenares, chair of Pasko
sa FilCom 2008.

Colmenares and organizers
of Pasko sa FilCom 2008 hope
to recreate those traditional ex-
periences of Christmas in the
Philippines for all to enjoy, by
showcasing how it is celebrated
there—a time for family, for
sharing, for giving, and a time
for food, fun and friendship.

Filipino Christmas carols.
Colorful ~ Parols  (Filipino
lantern). Delicious delicacies
such as bibingka, puto bumbong
and sorbetes. They will all be
part of an exciting one-day cel-
cbration that will be held at the

Filipino Community Center in
Waipahu on December 14,
2008.

“It  includes  cooking
demonstrations of Filipino del-
icacies such as lubi-lubi, sala-
bat, palitaw, kinalingking;
educational ~ demonstrations
such as parol-making, vinta,
jeepney, and alibata cards;
video shows on cultural events
in the Philippines; and a Philip-
pine tourism display,” says Col-
menares.

There will also be a holy
mass reflective of the Simbang
Gabi in the Philippines; and en-
tertainment featuring Filipino
folk dances, Christmas carols,
and rondalla as well as kulin-
tang presentations.

“The event will definitely
evoke feelings of nostalgia for
those who were born and raised
in the Philippines. In addition,
it is a way of sharing and edu-
cating the local born and non-
Filipinos about the variety and
uniqueness of Filipino culture.
And it promotes the FilCom
Center’s goals of preserving
Filipino traditions in Hawaii,”
says Colmenares.

& Snow
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“My first Christmas in
Hawaii—the first away from
family in the Philippines—was
in 1978. I was so homesick for
the sights and sounds of a Fil-
ipino Christmas. It so happened
that during that year, the Hon-
olulu Academy of Arts hosted a
Pasko, organized by members
of the Filipino community,” re-
members Churma, who is in-
volved in the event.

“As Irecall it was so nice to
just sit there, and smell the
food, listen to my own language
and songs and be dazzled once
more by the colors of our cos-
tumes. I promised myself then,
that the celebration should con-
tinue,” she adds.

“While we see bits and
pieces of its celebratory aspects,
what I miss mostly is the spirit
of togetherness when we meet
long-seen relatives, and the
simple joys of giving and shar-
ing with those who have less in
life that we experience in the
Philippines, says Colmenares.

Cultural Experienck

Filipinos in the Philippines
are proud to proclaim their
Christmas celebration to be the
longest and merriest in the
world. It begins formally on
December 16 with attendance at
the first of nine pre-dawn or
early morning masses and con-
tinues non-stop until the first
Sunday of January. And people
attending Pasko sa FilCom will
have a chance to learn about the
how Christmas is celebrated in
the Philippines through the var-
ious activities.

Organizers hope their nearly
two months of hard-work and
planning will showcase the true
spirit of a Philippine Christmas.
About 200 volunteers from
many different Filipino organi-
zations have joined together in
hopes of making the event a suc-
cess. Last year, about 500 people
attended Pasko. This year, the
FilCom Center anticipates much
more.

People attending the event
will be able to get a cultural les-

son through a video presenta-
tion featuring /figao, which is a
landlocked province of the
Philippines in the Region in
Luzon. It is well known for its
hand carved rice terraces and
has been dubbed as a “Living
Cultural Heritage Site” by the
World Heritage Foundation.

Ifugao’s artifacts, songs and
dances will be highlighted in
the film, says Churma.

Children will also have a
chance to learn about their her-
itage on a lighter note.

They’ll be able to enjoy
“Maki Makisig,” a movie about
a young boy named Kit who is
obsessed with the idea of be-
coming a superhero like his fa-
vorite comic book character
Maki Makisig.

There will also be a chil-
dren’s play presented on DVD
and a live story-telling perform-
ance by artists Grace Caligtan
and Darlene Rodriguez

The celebrations in the
Philippines are also a time for a
renewal of faith. Since a major-
ity of Filipinos are Roman
Catholic, Christmas, not sur-
prisingly, is an extremely im-
portant and revered holiday.
Perhaps the most spiritual part
of Pasko sa FilCom is the reen-

actment of Mary and Joseph’s
unsuccessful search for an inn
in Bethlehem.

“We have a mass at 6:00
p.m. after the dramatization of
the Search For An Inn,” says
Toy Atrre, president of the Fil-
Com Center.

Food

While there is fellowship,
there is also food.

A number of Filipino com-
munity organizations are slated
to participate in a variety of
cooking demonstrations, which
will take place in the center’s
parking lot.

Folks will be able to feast
their eyes and their appetites on
many types of deserts and fin-

ger foods.
“(There will be) food
preparation  and  cooking

demonstration of finger foods
normally found in the streets
when you go to the midnight
mass — puto bumbong, bib-
ingka, palitaw, sorbetes, etc.,”
says Arre.

“We will also demonstrate
linubian, which is the pounding
of different mixed cooked in-
gredients such as cooking ba-
nana, casava or yam, freshly
grated coconut, wube (taro),
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langka, and pinipig,” he adds.
Two restaurants are ex-
pected to be featured, Souvaly
and Loulen. Both are expected
to serve tasty Filipino favorites.

Games

Christmas is not only for
the young, but also for the
young at heart. It brings out the
child in all of us. And what bet-
ter to bring that out than games
and activities?

The FAUW will be having
a game similar to a “lucky num-
ber” drawing, called bunutan.
“In stores in the
Philippines, for a few centavos,
kids can try their luck at choos-
ing the right number to match
prizes displayed,” explains
Churma.

But to qualify to play, each
child or adult needs to sit
through the FAUW’s video and
movie presentations.

“This is a great incentive
for kids and adults to partici-
pate,” says Churma.

In the meantime, the Uni-
versity of the Philippines
Alumni Association (UPAA) in
Hawaii is also organizing five
unique and traditional games
that Filipinos play.

“We hope to impart to the
kids and adults alike, who will
try these games at the event, how
Filipinos use native materials
and come up on inventing games
without the need for expensive
and fancy toys,” says Alma Pho-
cas, president of the UPAA.

The planned games ai

1). Sipa or kicking of a coin-
like (washer) object, with color-
ful threads attached to it, into the
air as many times a player can
without falling on the ground.

2). Tumbang Preso: 1t is
played by using an empty can
placed in the center of the “home
base” with the “it” defending the
can from being knocked down
by other players. The “it” will
chase anyone and tags him/her
while the can is in upright posi-
tion. The tagged player becomes
the new “it”.

3). Sungka: A traditional
game using a hand-carved
wooden board with 14 holes in 2
rows and a large hole at each

sari-sari

end. Ninety-eight shells are em-
ployed and evenly distributed in
14 cavities (7 shells in each).
Two players take turn by taking
shells from anyone of the holes
and drop shell in each hole pass-
ing to the left and into the large
hole at the end (depository) but
not into the opponent’s end.

4). Dama: A familiar pas-
time game (usually played by
boys), which uses a small

wooden board with 10 squares
and 14 end points. It is played
using bottle caps (12 pieces per
layer) or called pitsas. They are
placed by each player on the
end point and move alternately
from point to point. Like chess
game, the opponent’s pitsas are
captured.

5). Pabitin: Ttis played with
hanged bags on wooden frames.
Children would jump to reach a

bag. But, the pabitin is pulled up
and down to tease the kids try-
ing to grab the hanging bags
filled with goodies (candies,
knick-knacks, etc.).

Entertainment

In the Philippines, Christ-
mas caroling—going from
house to house—is part of the
celebration. And Christmas is
not complete without caroling.

Therefore, it is only fitting
Christmas carolers are part of
the entertainment line-up. Folk
dancers are expected to per-
form.

People attending the event
will be able to enjoy an enter-
taining program, which in-
cludes: the Royal Hawaiian
Band, the Lawrence Patricio
group, Silangan Singers and the
Rey Rausa group.

SOCIAL SECUR! COLUM

By Jane Yamamoto-
Burigsay

s the holidays ap-
proach, Social Security
has good tidings to

share with Social Security and
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) beneficiaries: they will
receive a 5.8 percent increase in
benefit payments beginning
with the January payments!

The 5.8 percent Cost-of-
Living Adjustment (COLA)
will begin with benefits that
over 50 million Social Security
beneficiaries receive in January
2009. Increased payments to
more than 7 million SSI benefi-
ciaries will begin on December
31.

Social Security and Supple-
mental Security Income bene-
fits increase automatically each
year based on the rise in the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics' Con-
sumer Price Index for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W), from the
third quarter of the prior year to
the corresponding period of the
current year.

This 5.8 percent increase is
the largest since 1982.

Along with the annual
COLA comes other changes, in-
cluding an increase in the
amount of wages subject to So-
cial Security tax. In 2008, the
maximum taxable amount was
$102,000. Beginning in 2009,
the maximum taxable amount
will be $106,800. This change

will affect about 11 million of
the 164 million workers who
pay Social Security tax. The
tax rate remains the same: 6.2
for employers and employees,
and 12.4 for the self employed.

In 2009 it will take $1,090
in taxable earnings to earn a
credit of coverage for Social
Security, up from $1,050 in
2008. All workers can earn up
to four credits in a year.

The average retired worker
will receive $1,153 per month
in Social Security benefits in
2009, up from $1,090 in 2008.

People who have Medicare
coverage will want to visit
Medicare’s website at
www.medicare.gov for changes
coming in 2009.

To learn more about Social
Security changes coming in
2009, visit our online fact sheet
a t
www.socialsecurity.gov/pres-
soffice/factsheets/co-
lafacts2009.htm.

As always, you can find a
wealth of information about
Social Security at our website,
www.socialsecurity.gov.

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION
DRUG PLAN OPEN SEASON
BEGINS NOVEMBER 15

The next open season for
enrollment in the Medicare Part
D prescription drug program is
rapidly approaching. Newly el-
igible Medicare beneficiaries,
and current beneficiaries who
are considering changes to their

Medicare Part D plan, should

mark their calendars for No-

vember 15. The “open season”
will run from November 15 to

December 31.

The Medicare Part D pre-
scription drug program is avail-
able to all  Medicare
beneficiaries to help with the
costs of medications. Joining a
Medicare prescription drug plan
is voluntary, and participants
pay an additional monthly pre-
mium for the coverage.

While all Medicare benefi-
ciaries can participate in the
prescription  drug program,
some people with limited in-
come and resources also are el-
igible for extra help to pay for
monthly premiums, annual de-
ductibles and prescription co-
payments. In 2008, the extra
help is worth an average of
$3,600; in 2009, it’s worth an
average of $3900.

To figure out whether you
are eligible for the extra help,
Social Security needs to know
your income and the value of
any savings, investments and
real estate (other than the home
you live in). To qualify you
must be receiving Medicare and
also have:

* Income limited to $15,600
for an individual or $21,000
for a married couple living
together. Even if your an-
nual income is higher, you
still may be able to get
some help with monthly
premiums, annual  de-

Social Security Has Good Tidings to
Share this Holiday Season

ductibles and prescription
co-payments. Some exam-
ples where your income
may be higher include if
you or your spouse:

— Support other family mem-
bers who live with you;

— Have earnings from work;
or

— Live in Alaska or Hawaii.

* Resources limited to
$11,990 for an individual
or $23,970 for a married
couple living together. Re-
sources include such things
as bank accounts, stocks
and bonds. We do not
count your house or car as
resources.

You can complete an easy-
to-use online application for
yourself or someone you care
about at www.socialsecurity.gov.
Click on Medicare on the top
right side of the page. Then click
on “Apply for help with pre-
scription drug costs.” To apply
for the extra help by phone or
have an application mailed to
you, call Social Security at 1-
800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-
0778) and ask for the Application
for Help with Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Plan Costs (SSA-
1020). Or go to your nearest
Social Security office.

And if you would like
more information about the
Medicare Part D Prescription
Drug Program itself, visit
www.medicare.gov or call 1-
800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-
4227, TTY 1-877-486-2048).

(to be continued next issue)
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from page 3, Why Honolulu...)

we want to bridge this divide, we must
make sure that the City implements the
rail project in the best way possible.
One of the first steps to making sure that
things are done right is to connect the
airport and Pearl Harbor to the rail sys-
tem.

Every major American city that pro-
ceeded with a rail system has connected
its airport to the rail line. In Honolulu,
tourism is the largest sector of our econ-
omy. Except for a handful of cruise ship
passengers, every tourist who comes to
Hawaii comes to us via the airport.
Every rail study conducted in every
major city, including Honolulu’s, con-
cluded that connecting the municipal
airport makes sense. This makes it all
much more important to connect Hon-
olulu International Airport to the rail
system.

Furthermore, the second largest sec-
tor of our local economy is defense. The
Pearl Harbor and Hickam Air Force
Base area is one of the largest job cen-
ters in our State—not just for military
service members, but for local civilian
employees as well. If we are going to go
forward with a rail system, it makes
sense to connect this major employment
center to the rail system.

Along with Councilmember Todd
Apo, Iintroduced legislation that would
make connecting the airport and Pearl

Harbor a priority in the building of a
Honolulu rail system. This is an impor-
tant measure that makes doing rail a lit-
tle more sensible.

My proposal to connect the airport
and Pearl Harbor, however, does not
mean that Salt Lake Boulevard will
never be connected to the rail system.
Rather, it changes the construction pri-
ority. Salt Lake Boulevard still remains
a part of the master planned rail system
for construction. The airport and Pearl
Harbor area, however, will just be con-
nected first in rail’s initial operating
segment.

I was not one of the 51 percent of
the voters who went to the polls and
voted for a rail system, but I respect our
democratic process and will focus on
addressing the weaknesses in the rail
project so that we end up with a rail
system that actually serves our commu-
nity’s needs. One of the major mistakes
the City has made in designing the pro-
posed rail system is to opt for a route
that goes down Salt Lake Boulevard in-
stead of connecting the airport and
Pearl Harbor. We need to correct this
mistake now before we start prelimi-
nary engineering at the beginning of
next year. We need to correct this, and
other mistakes made with the City’s rail
planning, to bring those, like me, who
opposed rail, to at least respect the de-
cision to do rail even if we don’t like it.

b {F

from page 3, Salt Lake...)

land and help build a station. Adding
a station in Mapunapuna would in-
crease ridership for the SLB align-
ment and  provide  greater
opportunities for affordable housing
and TOD, particularly at:

Stadium Mall

K-Mart across Stadium Mall
Former Costco site

Salt Lake Shopping Center
Mapunapuna

Sk wN =

Operation/Maintenance (O&M) &

Construction Costs

+  The SLB route is shorter and costs
less than the airport route.

*  When completed, the initial seg-
ment from East Kapolei to Waipahu,

Asbestos

Personal Injury

Mesothelioma

We can help you

't justice.

* Auto Accidents

* Industrial Accidents

* Wrongful Death

* Help you get to medical appts.
* Home and hospital visits

will have less ridership and won’t
relieve traffic gridlock. O&M costs
and taxpayer subsidies will be more
and will increase until the 20-mile
MOS is completed. This will further
burden taxpayers’ pocketbooks.

Furthermore, we should look at the
transit experiences of other cities and
hopefully learn from their mistakes.

1. San Francisco’s BART was extended
to the airport in 2003 with a pro-
jected ridership of 17,800. Cur-
rently, they are hard pressed to meet
projections, despite having 34,000

i) ey
airport workers and higher visitor
arrivals than Honolulu.

2. New York’s Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has proposed a
23 percent fare hike for the Long
Island Rail Road and a 43 percent
hike for Long Island Bus fares—a
proposal which has angered pas-
sengers.

3. Denver’s FasTracks transit exten-
sion, estimated in 2002 to cost $4.7
billion, now costs $7.9 billion. Of-
ficials may raise their sales tax to
fund this increase.

Based on the above, we should be
skeptical of the projected 95,310 riders
for the airport route and the estimated
$220 million that will be added to the
cost of construction. If the numbers
provided in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement don’t match, taxpay-
ers will be faced with the following ad-
ditional funding proposals:

+ Extend the half percent GET col-

lection beyond the Year 2022.

+ Increase the GET to one percent.
* Borrow money by floating bonds.
« Increase property taxes.

*  Raise fares.

We should think first and foremost
- of the welfare of

Joseph M. Zobian, M.D.

Board-certified

our  taxpayers
and select the
route that is less
costly and that
will attract locals
who will ride the

* Help with insurance forms onhthakmologled

U.S. Peace Comps Volunteer,

rail despite a bad

* Help you with legal forms economy.

. I Philippines
* Help with car and towing San Marcelino, Zambales regi;;iiilcs ;2](1
1988 to 1990 ‘ )

Lorete M. Viloria, Peralegal

Lake, although
upset with the
proposed  route
change immedi-
ately after the
election and the
deletion of $30
million for SLB
widening, have
done an out-
Call (808) 678-0622 for appointments | s san
94-307 Farrington Highway, Suite B7a Lake Boulevard
Waipahu, HI 96797 as the better
route.

Tagalog and llokano spoken
If you've been seriously injured in an auto or industrial accident, please
call Loreto M., Viloria at our Waipahu office. He has over 19 years
experience working with attorneys to help injury vietims understand
their rights and insurance procedures. We speak fluent Tagalog and
Iocano at our Waipahu office and treat every client like family. There
is no charge for an initial consultation and no fee if there’s no recovery.

GARY GALIHER

GaviHer DEROBERTIS One

ATTORNEYS AT Law

SPECIALIZING IN:

*CATARACT AND LASER SURGERY
*COMPLETE EYE CARE
*EYEGLASSES AND CONTACT LENSES
*CATARACT *GLAUCOMA +PTERYGIUM SURGERY

Law Conron ™

Call 24 hours  Office: 676-5665 Cell: 227-2333
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e HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE on its 16th yeqy
of Excellent Journalism and News Coverage!
Thank You for Being the Voice of the Filipino Community}
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Elizabeth L. Abinsay, m.

PEDIATRICS and
ADOLESCENT MEDICINE

841-3002

634 Kelihi Street, Suite 202

Honolulu, Hawaii 968219

Hawaii Medical Center-West

91-2139 Fort Weaver Road « Room 303 « Ewa Beach, HI 96706

(808) 677-4331

DR. NICANOR AND IMELDA JOAQUIN
& FAMILY

\h "—;— A .
Nicanor F. Joaquin MD Inc
1807 N. King Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Phone: (808) 841-4195

If No Answer, Call Physicians Exchange: (808) 841-524-2575

Best wishes to the
Hawaii Filipino Chronicle’s
16th Anniversary

from

Es;-’w University of Santo Tomas
v Alumni Association of Hawaii

Teresita G. Bernales, Ed.D.
President, USTAAH

Pulmonary and Internal Medicine
Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, U.H

Main Office:Tel: 671-1988
Waipahu Shopping Plaza

94-300 Farrington Highway #E 06
Waipahu, Hawaii 96797

After Hour/Emergency Phy. Exc. 524-2575

Mon-Sat 8 a.m- 5 p.m

ROMEO P. PINEDA, M.D., INC.
R ADI OL O GY

808-533-0051

1712 Liliha St., Suite 205
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

| HOURS: M, Tue, Th, F - 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Y Wednesday, Sat - 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

% RUSSELLG.
1 TACATA, MD

2024 N. King Suite 101A
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Call (808) 845-5454 or
(808) 851-7140
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City Encourages Public’s Comments
on Draft EIS For Rail Transit Project

ity officials announced
the beginning of the of-
ficial public comment

period on November 24, 2008
for the Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement (Draft EIS) for
Honolulu’s proposed rail transit
project.

The public has 45 days to
submit written comments to the
Department of Transportation
Services (DTS) or provide oral
comments during public hear-
ings.

The Draft EIS presents the
potential environmental and
economic effects of three Build
Alternatives for a rail transit
system between East Kapolei
and Ala Moana Center, as well
as a No Build Alternative.

“I want to encourage all of
Honolulu’s citizens to review

the DEIS and comment on is-
sues or matters that concern
you,” says Mayor Mufi Han-
nemann. “This is one of the
most important public works
projects in our city’s history.
‘We will only be able to build a
rail system that meets our
needs today and tomorrow
with the full and informed in-
volvement of the community.”

Public Comments
Comments on the Draft
EIS will be formally accepted
from government agencies and
the public until 4:30 pm. on
January 7, 2009. Comments
will be accepted via the fol-
lowing three ways:
* In writing to the Depart-
ment of Transportation
Services, 650 South King

Street, 3rd Floor, Hon-
olulu, Hawaii 96813.
Comments must be re-
ceived or postmarked by
January 7, 2009.

+  Online at www.honolulu-
transit.org.

« Ata public hearing in De-
cember. Those wishing to
speak at the hearings
should sign up at the hear-
ing site. Speakers will be
limited to a three-minute
presentation. Dates are
listed below.

The public comment pe-
riod is mandated by federal
and state laws. All comments
received will be considered as
the Final EIS is being prepared
by the FTA and the City. All
substantive comments will be

responded to in writing.

Draft EIS Availability

Copies of the Draft EIS are
available for review at State li-
braries, the City library, the De-
partment of Transportation
Services office and the DTS —
Rapid Transit Division office at
1099 Alakea Street, Suite 1700.
The Draft EIS is also online at:
www.honolulutransit.org.

The project website has ad-
ditional content: a video guide
to the Draft EIS and a com-
puter-simulated fly through of
the two alternative alignments
covered in the Draft EIS—the
Salt Lake alignment and the
Airport alignment. City offi-
cials will add renderings of rail
transit station characteristics in
the coming weeks.

Residents can request a
free DVD with the Draft EIS,
the video guide, computer sim-
ulations of both alignments and
renderings of rail transit station
characteristics by calling 566-

2299 or visiting www.honolu-
lutransit.org.

Printed copies of the Draft
EIS can be ordered for the re-
production cost of $59 by call-
ing 566-2299 or visiting the
project website.

Public Hearing Dates

+  Saturday, December 6 from
9 am - 11 a.m. at Kapolei
Hale, 1000 Uluohia Street.

+  Monday, December 8 from
6 pm - 8 pm at the Neal S.
Blaisdell Exhibition Hall,
Hawaii Suites, 777 Ward
Avenue.

+  Tuesday, December 9 from
6 pm - 8 pm at Salt Lake
District Park, 1159 Ala
Lilikoi Place.

+  Wednesday, December 10
from 6 pm - 8 pm at the Fil-
ipino Community Center,
94-428 Mokuola Street.

*  Thursday, December 11
from 6 pm - 8 pm at Bishop
Museum, 1525 Bernice
Street.

Fil-Am Girl Among Finalists in
National BahyGap/GapKids Contest

udrey Sussmann, 2,
from Jersey City has
been selected as a final-

istin Gap’s nationwide search for
the next faces of babyGap and
GapKids.

Gap held casting calls in 38
cities and reviewed over 900,000
online entries in its search for
adorable kids to feature in its

next ad campaign.

A panel of judges narrowed
the entries to five baby girls and
five baby boys (ages 4 and
under) and 5 kid girls and 5 kid
boys (ages 5-10). Audrey is 1 of

5 finalists in the baby girl cate-
gory.

Audrey loves dancing to
“The Wiggles™ and funk music.
She also enjoys reciting some of
her favorite books from memory
(like Eric Carle's The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar); imitating ani-
mals (some of her more unusual
ones are gorilla, penguin, pea-
cock and porcupine) and singing
nursery rhymes.

Her parents couldn’t be any
prouder.

“Audrey has a ton of energy
and is just so curious about the

world,” says Jennifer Sussmann,
Audrey’s mother. “We’re excited
that so many people will have a
chance to see how fun she is.”

Ross is a radiology resident
at NYU Medical Center while
Jennifer was a business writer
for The New York Times and
SmartMoney before becoming
an at-home mom to Audrey.

Both of them grew up in Jer-
sey City, which they still call
home to this day. Typical of Fil-
ipino families, doting grandpar-
ents volunteer to baby-sit the
precocious Audrey.

Talk to friends and fz

way 1o call interrationalty 1o the Phi
many other countries. Forget abou

The lezemational OnePrice” calling plan from
Ocaaric Tima Wamor Cabla is the rvalutionary

Now call the Philippines
for less than 2 cents a minute.
¢ day with

1t's eay, Jusst smobsseribet o Home Phore and
anather qualifying servica and add International
OrnePrica® for jusz $19.95 mon per morth 1o

Or visi

enjoy up 1o 1,000 minutes of intemmationsl calling.

Call today for a better way to call the Philippines: 643-2337

OCEANIC
TIME WARNER CABLE

THE POWER OF YOU"

Ross's mom, Helen Ca-
ballero-Sussmann, hails from
Bulacan while Jennifer’s parents
come from Manila and Iloilo.

Audrey’s parents accompa-
nied her on a five-day trip to San
Francisco for Gap’s photo shoot.
Her photos will appear in the
contest’s online voting gallery
http://www.gap.com/castingcall)

from December 8-21, 2008 so
that voters can choose a winner
in each category.

The four winners, who will
be announced in January 2009,
will appear in Gap store windows
nationwide and receive prize
packages from Gap and Snapfish.

(www.asianjournal.com)

coming Holiday Season,
a special “Emme’s
Christmas Island Moments
at Honolulu Hale” will be
broadcasted on the follow-
ing days on KHON-2:
*  December 18, 2008 at 9

In celebration of the up-

pm

*  December 20, 2008 at 4
pm

* December 25, 2008 at 3
pm

The hour-long television
special will be filmed on lo-
cation at the beautiful Hon-
olulu City Lights

Celebration at Honolulu
Hale. Viewers can expect to
see a colorful extravaganza
of Hawaiian-style holiday
displays accompanied by
holiday musical favorites, as
well as a nostalgic look back
at Christmas musical per-
formances of yesteryear.

Special guest appear-
ances include Mayor Mufi
Hannemann Christmas
greetings from Hawaii Na-
tional Guard military per-
sonnel and a special tribute
to President-elect Barack
Obama.
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Hirono Announces $398,470 in
Fed Funds For Homeowners Facing

.S. Rep. Mazie K. Hi-
l | rono announced the
awarding of $398,470

to the Hawaii Housing Finance
and Development Corporation
(HHFDC) to assist families
and individuals facing the

threat of foreclosure during
these uncertain  economic
times.

Of the amount, $298,470
will be used to provide free as-
sistance to Hawaii families at
risk of losing their homes, to

help clients to understand the
complex foreclosure process
and to identify possible
courses of action so they can
make informed decisions and
then take appropriate action.
The remaining $100,000 will
provide legal assistance to
homeowners facing foreclo-

sure. Funding is being awarded
by the NeighborWorks Amer-
ica National Foreclosure Miti-
gation Counseling Program.

“The latest reports show
that foreclosures in Hawaii
have tripled over the past
year,” Hirono says. “Federal
assistance is now available
struggling homeowners who
are trying to avoid foreclo-
sure.”

NeighborWorks America

was established under Title VI
of the Housing and Commu-
nity Development Amend-
ments of 1978. As a
congressionally-chartered non-
profit organization dedicated to
improving distressed commu-
nities, NeighborWorks Amer-
ica and the NeighborWorks
network have an interest in
federal policies that affect the
housing and community devel-
opment field.

Queen 2009
mber
AAduja, the
daughter of

former State Sen.
Melodie Aduja, was
recently crowned
Hawaii’s Miss
Grand Queen 2009
during the 5th An-
nual Hawaii’s Miss
Pageant held at the Aloha
Tower Marketplace on Novem-
ber 15, 2008.

She also won the titles of
Miss Photogenic, Miss Aloha
Spirit and Miss Hospitality.

Aduja garnered the most over-
all points of all age
divisions and in all
categories, which
included Runway,
Swimsuit, Mother-
Daughter, Talent,
Evening Gown and
Interview.

She will now
participate in the
Universal Miss Pageant in June
2009. Although the location is
not yet determined, previous
pageants have been held in Las
Vegas, Nevada and Anaheim,
California.

Society of Seven LV to Perform in
Concert with Sacred Hearts Academy
Marching Band

he Society of Seven Las

I Vegas, Waikiki’s best

entertainment show, will

hold special benefit concerts

showcasing the Sacred Hearts

Academy (SHA) Marching

Band December 17 and 18,

2008 at the Outrigger Main
Showroom.

Both concerts begin at 8:30
pm. Proceeds will go towards
the purchase of new uniforms
for SHA’s 129-member march-
ing band which will participate
in London’s 23rd Annual New

Year’s Day Parade.

“We invite everyone to this
special show and ask their sup-
port for this marching band
from Sacred Hearts Academy,”
said Fran Kirk, vice president
of Outrigger Entertainment.
“Let’s send them to London
with warm top coats as they’ll
make Hawaii proud by repre-
senting us well in this presti-
gious New Year parade.”

The SHA Marching Band,
led by Band Director Matthew
Marvin, will perform several

numbers with The Society of
Seven LV, led by Richard
Natto. Show tickets are avail-
able at $35 per person. Four-
hour validated parking is
available for $3 at the Ohana
East Hotel. For reservations,
call 923-7408 or 922-6408.
The SHA Marching Band
will be the only band from
Hawaii and 1 of about 24 bands
from the U.S. that will partici-
pate in the parade, where more
than 500,000 spectators are ex-
pected to attend. The event will
be televised to an audience of
more than 220 million people.

M.D. INC

94-300 FARRINGTON HWY STE F8

WAIPAHU, HI 96797

PHONE (808) 677-1433
AFTER CLINIC HOURS: (808) 988-2188

FAX: (808) 677-1676 ¢;upay cLOSED

SORBELLA GUILLERMO,

PEDIATRICS /INTERNAL MEDICINE

With Extended Clinic Hours
“CARING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY”

MONDAY
9am-9pm

TUESDAY
9am - 9pm

WEDNESDAY
9am - 2pm

THURSDAY
9am - 9pm

FRIDAY
9am - 5pm

SATURDAY
8:30am-12n
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ONOLULU ‘ Gusto naming malaman ang inyong mga puna

tungkol sa‘Draft Environmental Impact Statement

RAIL THANS'T ’ for Honolulu Rail Transit’ (Pahayag tungkol sa
T - i tamang kapaligiran ng Honolulu Rail Transit)!

Ang Henelulu Rad Transit ay Isang mataas na linya ng riles na magdudugtong mula Puwede kang umorder ng DVD o kepya sa halagang 559. Ito ay sa saktang Ingles. Tumawag sa

I O'ahu hanggang Honolulu at Ala M enter. o ay: 566-2299 0 pumunta sa www.honolulutransitong para umorder. Ibigay ang buong pangalan,
. ngt i address. numero ng telepono at iyong sariling wika,
= a buhol

mﬂaﬂwblhsnublwh! i gk Paano ibibigay ang aking mga puna?
2 2 " g O'ahu Mqa pagpipiian:
Sumulat ka sa Draft E1S Public Hearing o ipadala kay Mr, Wayne Yoshioka, DTS, 650 5.King
Mag-ukel ng puna tungkol sa Draft EIS Street, 3% fir, Honoluly, Hawail 96813
Sa Nobyembre 21, 2008 ang City and County Honolulu a1 ang Federal Transit Administration 2. Purnunta ka sa gagawing miting bukas sa publiko (Public Hearing). Ang pamahalaan ay
Ay rmagsisimulang UMmaggap ng mga puna tungkel £a Draft Impact ks ng mga miting tungkel sa Deaft €15 sa laleng madaling panahon. (talathala
IDraf\ EIS] pata sa Honolulu Rail Transit. Sinuring mabuti ng Draft E1S ang magiging ang mga petsa nito sa Honolulu Advertiser, Honolulu Star-Bulletin, at online sa
puna, mga igyo at kung mag! ang sa tatlong www.honalubutransit
les. T: g mga o I bliko saloobng45araw 3. Online sa www.honolulutransit.ong

hanggang Enero 7, 2009, i

Puwede ba akong | ingi ng isang tag linfinterpreter para sa

Public Hearing?

Oo. Upang makahingl ng interpreter sa Public Hearing, turmawag sa 566-2299 anirm na araw

Iago ganapin ang miting. Ibigay ang iyeng buong pangalan, numero ng telepono at sasiling
wilka (lenguahe) ginagamit.

Saan puwedeng kumuha ng kopya nitong Draft EIS sa salitang Ingles? :
Makukuha ma ito sa lahat ng state libraries; City idad; at £a
Departrment of Transportation Services (650 somhx.mg Street, r'ﬂnur: atonline sa

wowrw honolulutransit.org.

Draft EIS Public Hearing Schedule

Date Time Community Location
Saturday, Dec 6 %11 am Kapalei Kapolei Hale

1000 Ulu'ohia 5t
Monday, Dec B | 68pm AlaMoana/ | Blaisdell-Hawaii Suite

Al McCully 777 Ward Ave

Tuesday, Dec 9 &8 pm Salt Lake Salt Lake District Park

1159 Ala Lifikoi P1
Wednesday, Dec 10 :H pm Waipahu The Filipino Community Ctr

| | 94428 Mnknoda 5t

Thursday, Dec 11 &8 pm Kalihi Elshou Muscum

1525 Bernice St

THE WEB!

WE ARE NOW READ
BY MILLIONS OF FILIPINOS
AROUND THE WORLD.

Visit us at www.thefilipinochronicle.cc
and Connect to Hawaii’s Filipino Commu
this Christmas and Every Day of the Ye

To Adverti

Call Us at (808) 678-8930
e-mail us
filipinochronicle@gmail.com




It's the perfect time for
the perfect Christmas gift.
\

Ngayong Pasko, siguradong makakarating ang perang regalo with Western Union.

* Transfer fees start from $12°
= May choice ka of U.S. Dollar™ or Philippine Peso payout
at NO additional fee’
* Mas maraming Agent locations na open during the holiday season
= Receive a FREE gift™ sa bawat padala mo sa Pilipinas

Make the perfect choice. Magpadala ng pera by going to WesternUnion.com, calling 1-877-PERA-ITO or by visiting
any of the over 45,000 participating Agent locations in the U.S
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Impeach Junking Going to SC

By Jose Katighak /
Thursday, Dec. 4,2008

ASHINGTON -~
s }\ ’ Pangasinan  Rep.
Jose de Venecia Jr.

said he will challenge before the
Supreme Court (SC) a decision
by the House of Representatives
to throw out the latest impeach-
ment complaint against Presi-
dent Arroyo.

Voting 183 to 21, allies of
Mrs. Arroyo in the House voted
late Tuesday night to uphold the
report of the justice committee
that declared as “insufficient in
substance” the latest impeach-
ment complaint against the Pres-
ident.

The former speaker said he
will meet with House Minority
Leader Ronaldo Zamora and
Reps. Rufus Rodriguez, Teddy
Casifno and Satur Ocampo and
their lawyers on his return to
Manila next week to map out the
case they will take to the
Supreme Court.

“At least we have a 50 per-
cent fighting chance in court to
get our case heard whereas we
had a zero chance in the House’s
Committee on Justice,” De
Venecia told The STAR on
Tuesday.

De Venecia, who was con-
spicuously absent during the
crucial voting, is in the US cap-
ital to speak before The Heritage
Foundation and formally launch
“Global Filipino,” his authorized
biography written by Washing-
ton-based journalist and author
Brett M. Decker.

Then he is off on book-sign-
ing tours of New York, Los An-

geles, Las Vegas and San Fran-
cisco.

The hardcover book pub-
lished by Regnery Publishing
Inc. retails for $27.95 a copy and
according to De Venecia’s aides
has a first run of 10,000 copies.

In an interview with The
STAR De Venecia did not seem
unduly worried he might be ex-
pelled from the ruling Lakas-
CMD party and disclosed he
was laying the groundwork for
the formation of a powerful rain-
bow coalition which he expected
would sweep the 2010 elections.

As Decker in a preface to
“Global Filipino” wrote, “The
man does not think in small or
modest terms.”

“To revive the body politic,
he works under the assumption
that bold decisions must be
made, bold efforts launched,
bold risks taken.”

De Venecia said he would
unveil details of his proposed
coalition in the first quarter of
2009.

Referring to a recent finding
by the Ateneo School of Gov-
ernment professors, the Makati
Business Club and the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines that cor-
ruption in the Arroyo adminis-
tration is the worst since the time
of former President Ferdinand
Marcos, he said “it is unprece-
dented because it is large-scale,
deep-seated and widespread.”

Barring a miracle President
Arroyo “is beyond salvation,” he
added.

Itwas expected
The result of the voting,
which dragged up to past 1 a.m.,

Clinical Labs of Hawaii, LLP
Hawaii's Most Trusted Laboratory
Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Big Island

Phone: 677-7999 (Honolulu)
935-4814 (Hawaii)
244-5567 (Maui)
245-T775 (Kauai)
www.clinicallabs.com

Cong. Jose De Venecia

was more or less expected with
the majority ganging up on the
minority who never gave up the
fight.

The administration coali-
tion, comprising almost 200 in
the 238-member chamber, voted
to uphold Committee Report
1551 and House Resolution 892
that threw out the complaint of
businessman Jose de Venecia I1I,
son and namesake of the ousted
speaker.

Three lawmakers — Reps.
Didagen Dilangalen of Shariff
Kabunsuan with Cotabato City,
Carlos Padilla of Nueva Vizcaya
and Mariano Piamonte of A-
Teacher — abstained.

Panel chairman Matias De-
fensor stated during his sponsor-
ship speech that
pro-impeachment complainants
utterly failed to present clear and
direct proof'to hold the Chief Ex-
ecutive accountable and should
be removed from office.

Defensor noted that pro-im-
peachment forces only made “in-
nuendoes,” but failed to mention
overt and direct evidence, and
presented only newspaper clip-
pings that are “hearsay evi-
dence” which according to the
Supreme Court has “no proba-
tive value.”

Bayan Muna’s Casiflo, one
of those who endorsed the com-
plaint, said the “most shocking
ruling is one that dismisses
NBN/ZTE deal, Hello Garci,
human rights, fertilizer scam and
Northrail charges on the princi-
ple of res judicata (barred by
prior judgment).”

“This implies that a Presi-
dent can insulate herself forever
from an impeachment by having
allies file a weak complaint, hav-
ing it dismissed on technicalities,
and then use it to dismiss future
complaints,” he said, citing the
dismissal of the 2005 and 2007
complaints.

De Venecia ITI, who lost his
bid in the national broadband
network contract to China’s ZTE
Corp., warned that the dismissal

wave of anger will follow,”
adding that administration law-
makers “acted true to form.”

“To the congressmen who
chose to grant Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo the means of escaping
her guilt rather than the opportu-
nity to prove her innocence, one
final word: You may have won
this battle, but the war is far from
over,” the younger De Venecia
said.

Among those who voted to
impeach Mrs. Arroyo were Mi-
nority Leader Zamora, Reps.
Ocampo, Casiflo, Luz Ilagan,
Liza Maza, Teofisto Guingona
IlII, Risa Hontiveros, Edno
Joson, Rafael Mariano, Roilo
Golez, Joel Villanueva.

Reps. Florencio “Bem”™
Noel, Abigail Binay, Mujiv
Hataman, Laarni Cayetano, Dar-
lene Antonino-Custodio, Cyn-
thia Villar, Justin Mark Chipeco,
Cinchona Cruz-Gonzales, Ben-
jamin Asilo and Rodriguez also
voted for impeachment.

Notfor sale

In a related development,
the House ethics committee will
start its hearings next week on
allegations that congressmen re-
ceived huge sums of money in
connection with the dismissal of
the 2007 and this year’s im-
peachment cases against Presi-
dent Arroyo.

Romblon Rep. Eleandro
Madrona, committee chairman,
said yesterday his panel would
look into the separate com-
plaints of Agusan del Norte Rep.
Edelmiro Amante and Rep.
Maza of the party-list group
Gabricla.

Last week, Amante told his
colleagues in plenary session
that he resented the statements
made by the former speaker be-
fore the justice committee that
“congressmen are for sale” and
that Malacafiang distributed gift
bags stuffed with P500,000 in
cash on Oct. 11, 2007 to more
than 150 House members after
they met with Mrs. Arroyo at the
Palace.

“He should produce the gift
bags and their contents of cash
that he claimed were distributed
in Malacafiang. He should pro-
duce the money given to him,”
Amante said, adding that if De
Venecia cannot substantiate his
claims, he should be expelled
from the House.

Last Tuesday, Maza filed a
resolution seeking an inquiry
into reports about a new round of
distribution of P500,000 to con-
gressmen in connection with the

of his complaint means “a tidal

i 1 of this year’s impeach
ment case against Mrs. Arroyo.

She said the distribution
took place at the Linden Suites
in Ortigas Center, Pasig City,
where Mrs. Arroyo once held of-
fice.

De Venecia welcomed the
inquiry sought by Amante and
other administration allies, say-
ing it would “bring out the
truth.”

He said he did not make a
shotgun accusation that all of his
colleagues received money from
the Palace.

He cited media reports quot-
ing Representatives Bienvenido
Abante Jr. of Manila, Antonio
Cuenco of Cebu and Rachel
Arenas of Pangasinan, and Gov-
ernors Ed Panlilio of Pampanga
and Jonjon Mendoza of Bulacan
as admitting to receiving
P500,000 after the Malacafiang
meeting with the President on
Oct. 11,2007.

De Venecia also cited the
admission made by Mindoro
Occidental Rep. Amelita Vil-
larosa, an official of Kabalikat
ng Malayang Pilipino, that the
money given to congressmen
came from Kampi.

Welcome development

Meanwhile, Malacafiang
called on Filipinos, particularly
critics, to “move on” to allow
the nation to prepare for the fall-
out of the global economic cri-
sis after the House junked the
latest impeachment complaint
against President Arroyo.

Executive Secretary Ed-
uardo Ermita and Deputy Presi-
dential Spokesperson Lorelei
Fajardo, in separate statements,
said the dismissal of the im-
peachment complaint should
allow the nation to focus on ef-
forts to cushion effects of the
global economic crisis that are
expected to be most felt in the
first quarter of 2009.

Mrs. Arroyo arrived last
night from Hong Kong as one of
the speakers of the Clinton
Global Initiative forum without
issuing any statement. “We’re
glad that the impeachment case
is over and only one such case
can be filed in a period of one
year. We can move on to effec-
tive governance and strengthen
the position of government in
anticipation of economic slow-
down in the first quarter of 2009
s0 we can prepare for our peo-
ple,” Ermita said.

When asked whether the
President was aware of the de-
velopments in the House, he
said, “The President, I would
know, welcomes this develop-
ment.” (www.philstar.com)
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Erap Vows to Lead Masses vs Cha-cha

By lose Rodel Clapano /
Thursday, Dec. 4, 2008

ormer President Joseph
F Estrada declared yester-

day he would lead mass
actions against moves to amend
the Constitution to lift the term
limits of President Arroyo and
other elective officials.

Estrada said he would lead
the urban poor in rallies to
protest Charter change (Cha-
cha) initiatives of the adminis-
tration.

“I will lead the people in the
streets to make our voice heard
even if they (the administration)
threaten to imprison me again. I
have always maintained that my
freedom is only secondary to the
freedom of the Filipino people,
including the freedom from
abuse by this administration,”
Estrada said.

Estrada made the announce-
ment as critics and the opposi-
tion are gearing up for mass
actions next week to protest
Cha-cha initiatives by adminis-
tration lawmakers.

Led by religious groups,
various sectors that included
militant groups, peasant leaders
and the urban poor are sched-
uled to hold mass actions in
Makati City on Dec. 12 to rally
against the 167 congressmen
supporting Cha-cha.

Caloocan  bishop  and
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
the Philippines-Public Affairs
Committee (CBCP-PAC) chair-
man Deogracias Iniguez said
next week’s rally would be more
united.

But Iniguez said yesterday
that the CBCP would not take
the lead in the protest rallies

Former Pres. Joseph Estrada

against Cha-cha.

He said civil society groups
would only be waiting in vain if
they believe that the Church
would take the lead in the
protests.

“That’s impossible. They
are waiting for the wrong thing.
I don’t think the CBCP will say
that ‘you should go the streets

and bring down the present gov-
ernment’. I don’t think that the
CBCP is in any position to say
that because that is the decision
of the populace, the decision of
the Filipino people,” he said.

Estrada noted the growing
opposition against Cha-cha, cit-
ing the declaration of Catholic
charismatic leader Mike Velarde
of the El Shaddai to join in the
protest actions.

Velarde declared he would
gather at least one million of the
faithful in street protests to stop
Cha-cha initiatives.

Estrada said Velarde’s state-
ments reflect the growing ad-
verse public opinion against
moves to amend the Constitu-
tion.

The United Opposition
(UNO) also expressed their sup-
port for Velarde.

“We urge him (Velarde) to
make good his threat and we
welcome him to join our rally on
Dec. 12 at Makati,” UNO
spokesman Adel Tamano said.

Malacanang, on the other
hand, sought to dissuade Velarde
from carrying out his threat to
lead the protest rallies.

“Brother Mike should call
on the people to rally behind the
government and help the coun-
try,” presidential deputy spokes-
woman Lorelei Fajardo said.

“Charter change is a matter
for Congress to tackle on its
own,” she said.

Mrs. Arroyo and adminis-
tration allies have in the past
sought to amend the Constitu-
tion to turn the current presi-
dential ~ system into a
parliamentary one to unclog the
policy gridlock that often
comes from the presidency and
legislature having a different
agenda. (wwwphilstar.com)

Government to Declare Yule Truce with NPA

By Marvin Sy /
Thursday, Dec. 4,2008

he government will sus-

I pend military operations

against the New Peo-

ple’s Army during the Christ-

mas holidays despite the

breakdown of peace talks with

communist rebels, Malacafiang
said yesterday.

Executive Secretary Ed-
uardo Ermita said presidential
adviser on the peace process
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. told
him the National Democratic
Front refused to resume the
peace talks in Oslo, Norway un-

less the government works for
their removal from the terrorist
lists of the United States and the
European Union.

However, he has yet to re-
ceive a report from peace panel
chairwoman Nieves Confesor,
he added.

The government has re-
fused to accede to the NDF’s
demand on ground that it could
not interfere in the actions of
sovereign nations.

Ermita said the Armed
Forces, the Department of the
Interior and Local Government,
and the Philippine National Po-
lice have been directed to sub-

mit their recommendations on
the suspension of military oper-
ations against the NPA.

“We just might do that in
the spirit of Christmas and it
has nothing to do with the atti-
tude of the other side,” he said.

The government would de-
cide how long military opera-
tions would be suspended based
on the recommendation of se-
curity agencies, he added.

Recently informal talks
were held between the govern-
ment and the NDF in Oslo after
the peace negotiations broke
down several years ago.

The informal talks broke
down because the government
had insisted on a prolonged
ceasefire before peace talks
could resume, the NDF said.

The NDF has issued a
three-point guideline for any

ceasefire with the government:

* Declaration of a holiday
ceasefire from Dec. 23,
2008 to Jan. 3, 2009;

« Declaration of a ceasefire dur-
ing the formal meetings be-
tween the government and
the NDF as goodwill and
confidence-building meas-
ures and as incentive to
substantive negotiations;
and

* Declaration of a ceasefire for
the possible orderly and
safe release of prisoners in
the hands of the NPA.
However, Fidel Agcaoili,

NDF peace panel chairman,

said the government had re-

jected the proposal.

“The (government) negoti-
ating panel in Oslo was so ob-
sessed with demanding that the
NDF surrender through a pro-

tracted or localized ceasefire
and with seeking to convert the
peace negotiations into cease-
fire negotiations,” he said.

Agcaoili said the govern-
ment has failed to destroy the
NPA or reduce it into an incon-
sequential level.

“The falsity of the regime’s
pipedream is exposed everyday
by the NPA’s tactical offensives
on a nationwide scale,” he said.

Agcaoili said the adminis-
tration is trying to trick the
NDF into capitulating through
a protracted ceasefire with local
communist rebel groups.

“It is clear in the substan-
tive agenda of the GRP-NDFP
peace negotiations that the end
of armed hostilities and dispo-
sition of forces are the final
item of the agenda and are the
logical result of agreements on
social, economic, political and
constitutional reforms,” he said.
(www.philstar.com)
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Bus, Jeepney Fares Cut hy 50¢

By Perseus Echeminada/
Thursday, Dec. 4,2008

he Land Transportation
I Franchising and Regu-
latory Board (LTFRB)
approved yesterday a provi-
sional 50-centavo cut in the
minimum fare for public utility
buses and jeepneys nationwide
effective Dec. 15.

LTFRB chief Thompson
Lantion also announced the
suspension of the P10 taxi tip
that would take effect nation-
wide next week.

The provisional reduction

lowers the minimum fare from
P8 to P7.50 for jeepneys and
P9 for ordinary buses in Metro
Manila.

Lantion said the new fare
would be implemented for the
first five kilometers.

For provincial buses, the
LTFRB approved a 5-centavo
reduction for every kilometer
on the existing fare provincial
fare rate.

Taxi operators also agreed
to suspend the P10 tip, noting
the decreasing prices of LPG in
the local market.

Most taxicabs in Metro

Manila are using LPG as an al-
ternative to more expensive
gasoline.

The new fare cut was ap-
proved after the National
Council for Commuters Pro-
tection (NCCP) and transport
groups agreed to the reduction
after a three-hour hearing at
the LTFRB main office along
East Avenue in Quezon City.

Lantion said the provi-
sional fare reduction would be
implemented for three months
effective this coming Decem-
ber 15, 2008. (www.philstar.com)
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Yap: Land of Stone Money ROCKS

for Flllpmo Workers

omarie Pigao has
taken a step back
in time - far, far
away from her
home in La Union,
Philippines.  She
sits on a boat, as
the sun sets in Yap, Microne-
sia. The 23-year old Filipina
now lives in one of the most re-
mote islands in the world. She
is here, not by choice, but by
necessity.

Pigao works as a registered
nurse at the Yap Memorial
Hospital. Her home for the past
year and a half is a place for-
gotten by the 21st Century. It is
a 38 square mile island, 450
miles southwest of Guam. A
Continental flight touches
down here three times a week.

It is a place where no one
drives more than ten miles per
hour, women freely walk
around topless, and stone
money still has value. The
donut shaped rocks, ranging
from a few inches to 16-feet,
are still the currency to pur-
chase valuables, such as a
house or a wife.

“I was thinking it was a
civilized place. When I got off
the plane, I was asking ‘What
kind of place is this? It’s all
jungle,” says Pigao.

The recent nursing graduate
pulls in an annual salary of
$4,700. By comparison a regis-
tered nurse in Hawaii can make
$90,000 per year. “It’s not easy
finding work in the Philippines
and if you get a job, the pay is
terrible,” says Pigao, “It’s been
hard to adjust to life here, but
for me it’s an opportunity to
work abroad. Perhaps a future
employer will see (the value of)
my experience working in a for-
eign country.”

Pigao toils along with an-
other 243 Filipino contract
workers on Yap. She is in the
last six months of her contract
and intends to return home
next year.

She is the second genera-
tion in her family to venture to
this little known corner of the
Pacific. Pigao rarely saw her
father while growing up in
northern Luzon because he
was a welder on Yap for 17
years. Before returning to the
Philippines, he secured em-
ployment for his daughter.
Now they are apart again.

Such is the recurring plight
of Filipinos. They are the
country’s number one export.
No economic opportunities at
home compel them to seek
work abroad, then remit
money home so relatives may
survive.

In 2007 there were an esti-
mated 1.75-million Filipino
Overseas Contract Workers
(OCW). That is up 15% from
the previous year. They sent
home 110-billion pesos, or
$2.4-billon. 20% of OCW
work in Saudi Arabia, 12%
work in the United Arab Emi-
rates, and another 9% work in
Europe.

Pigao has no intention of
working abroad again. She
does not hesitate when asked
what she misses the most about
her days in La Union, “I miss
the malls. There are no eleva-
tors or escalators here. I was at
the malls three days after
school and I spent my entire
weekends hanging out there
with my friends.”

Yap has a couple of poorly
lit and poorly stocked variety
stores, but there are no depart-
ment store chains or fast food
outlets to be found. Internet
service is dial up and there are

Jomane Pigao, stands next to one of only two incubators
in the Yap Hospital.

no traffic lights.

It’s this rustic setting that
is alluring to Elna Sacres. She
is on the opposite side of the
spectrum and enjoys her life in
Yap. The native of Boracay has
been here for ten years and
even found her husband in Yap
— another Filipino contract
worker. They have two boys,
ages 9 and 16.

Sacres is also a registered
nurse. “Yap is a small island.
Everyone is hospitable,” says
Sacres, “T like the simple life.
On my days off I stay at home
with the family. We watch
DVDs and I take my sons to
basketball practice.”

Living in a rural setting
has its challenges in the com-
munity and in the hospital.
“We don’t have enough equip-
ment. For example we don’t
have a CT scan. (Special x-ray
machine to search for tumors
and blood flow) Things you
can find at bigger hospitals.
‘When someone is really sick,
we have to send them to Guam
or the Philippines,” says
Sacres.

She sees an usually high
number of patients suffering
from diarrhea, due to the
tainted water. Sacres says too

Elna Sacres draws antibiotics into a syringe at the Yap Hospital.

many people are regularly con-
sumiung soda and instant noo-
dles. Coke is even put into
baby bottles. The island’s dras-
tically changing diet is leading
to more rotten teeth and an
alarming spike in diabetes and
hypertension.

Sacres enjoys taking care
of patients. She also wishes her
paychecks were a bit healthier.
She takes home a monthly
salary of $580. She shares a
house with her sister’s family.
After they split the rent and
utility bills, there is a little left
over to send to the Philippines.
“My dream is to get to Amer-
ica. I want to go there for fi-
nancial reasons,” says Sacres.

If that doesn’t happen she
plans to stick it out on Yap until

her 9 year old boy graduates
from high school, then it is
back to Boracay. “That’s my
home country, so I miss my
family and friends,” says
Sacres, “Here compared to the
Philippines, there are no
crowds. I like it here.”

Pigao and Sacres have dif-
ferent perspectives on their ex-
periences in Yap. One longs for
the energy of a big city, the
other relishes in the tranquility
of island life. For both, it’s not
an ideal situation. It is simply
ameans to chase dollars in the
land of Stone Money.

GLENN WAKAI is a State Represen-
tative (Moanalua-Salt Lake) and for-
mer television reporter.
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By Reuben $. Seguritan

t the time when

the U.S. faces

critical chal-

lenges in its role

in the global

community, the
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) announced
a series of initiatives to im-
prove the Student Exchange
Visitor Information System
(SEVIS) implemented under
its Student and Exchange Visi-
tor Program (SEVP).

SEVIS is an interactive
web-based information system
designed to collect and moni-
tor data of all international stu-
dents and exchange visitors in
the F (student), M (vocational)
or J (exchange visitor) visa cat-
egories and their dependents.
It was first launched in 2003 as
a response to the 9/11 mishap
in order to provide a better way
of keeping track of interna-
tional students and scholars
who come to the U.S. to study
or engage in vocational re-
search or training.

Since its inception, it was
successful in effectively cap-
turing real-time data on inter-

AINLAND NEWS

LEGAL NOTES

New U.S. ICE Initiatives Affecting
International Students

national students and exchange
visitors in the U.S. by securing
the collaboration of school of-
ficials and government entities
in collecting and encoding this
information in the database
system.

In the SEVP quarterly re-
port issued on October 7, 2008,
it showed that as of September
30, 2008, there were 1,123,321
active nonimmigrant students,
exchange visitors and their de-
pendents in the SEVIS data-
base. There were 1,435
exchange visitor (J-1) pro-
grams throughout the country
with a total of 220,415 active J-
1 exchange visitors. 9,542
schools were approved to issue
F-1 and M-1 to a combined
total of 773,077 students. The
highest concentration of inter-
national students is in Califor-

nia, New York, Texas,
Massachusetts, Illinois and
Florida.

The top five universities
that issued F-1 are: The City
University of New York
(12,237), University of South-
ern California (6,695), Colum-
bia University (5,944), Purdue
University (5,866) and Univer-
sity of Illinois (5,574).

The top five schools that
issued M-1 are: PanAm Inter-

New York City Expands
311Service to |II(:|II[|E

he Philippine Consulate
I General of New York
was recently informed by
the Office of the Mayor that
New York City has expanded its
311 Customer Service Center,
which now provides access to
non-emergency government in-
formation, 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week, in 170 languages, in-
cluding Filipino.

New York City officials are
committed to improving their
ability to serve the needs of non-
English speaking New Yorkers.
They have increased the number
of foreign languages they can en-
gage in, with the help of a for-
eign language interpretation
service that provides on-call in-
terpreters.

When a non-English speak-
ing client calls 311, the customer

service center will call in an in-
terpreter, who joins in a three-
way conference call. The
customer service center and the
non-English speaking caller
communicate via the interpreter,
who facilitates easy communica-
tion between all parties. The re-
sult is successful implementation
of public services without lan-
guage barriers.

Consul General Cecilia B.
Rebong was elated with the news
to include Filipino in the list of
foreign languages.

“This will make it easier for
our countrymen to ask for serv-
ices from the city without having
to be concerned that they would
not be understood,” Rebong
says.

national Flight Academy (423),
Sabena Airline Training Cen-
ter, Inc. (248), Stmc Training
Institute (223), Bethel School
of Supernatural Ministry (207)
and Sierra Academy of Aero-
nautics-International Training
Center (204).

For both F-1 and M-1, the
top five schools are Cornell
University (3,788), Houston
Community College System
(3,245), Santa Monica College
(3,193), San Francisco State
University (SFSU) and North-
ern Virginia Community Col-
lege (2,018).

The leading fields of study
for international students are in
Business, Management, Mar-
keting and related fields with
150,211 active students. Other
top majors include Engineer-
ing, Basic Skills, Computer
and Information  Studies,
Health Professions and Clinical
Sciences, Visual and Perform-
ing Arts, Biological and Bio-
medical  Sciences, Social
Sciences, and lastly, high
School and secondary diplo-
mas and certificates.

Overall, South Korea has
the highest number of enroll-
ment with 115,852 active stu-
dents followed by India, China,
Japan, Taiwan, Canada, Mex-

ico, Vietnam,
Nepal.

In line with the ongoing
commitment to improve the
SEVIS system, the following
initiatives are under way for
full implementation in the year
2009.

First, as groundwork to
support these initiatives, the
SEVIS fees were increased on
October 27, 2008 from $100 to
$200 for nonimmigrant stu-
dents and from $100 to $180
for most exchange visitors.
Other fee increases included
those for school certification
and change of school owner-
ship from $230 to $1,700; and
for school or campus site visits
from $350 to $655.

Second, recertification of
schools that issue F, M or J will
begin on January 2, 2009. Re-
certification entails the contin-
ued ability of the school to
meet eligibility requirements,
regularly meeting school re-
porting and record-keeping re-
quirements, and validation of
student-reporting require-
ments, among others.

Lastly, the SEVIS II sys-
tem will be launched to en-
hance the performance of the
original SEVIS. This pro-
grammatic effort was an off-

Turkey and

shoot of the collaborative in-
puts of the educational com-
munity, law enforcement,
government agencies and IT
experts in making the program
more timely, user-friendly and
adaptable to the current needs.

Among the key features of
the enhanced program are:
more user-friendly and simpli-
fied data entry and standard-
ized formats; the use of unique
biometrics-identifier system to
prevent document fraud; more
advanced query and reporting
tools and more efficient inter-
face among users by expedit-
ing standard transactions
through real-time availability
of information and generation
of completed forms and data.

These initiatives show that
while national security remains
a priority as the U.S. faces the
challenges of international ter-
rorism, there is a continued
recognition that international
education and exchange pro-
grams remain vital tools in
opening minds, bridging gaps
and promoting global aware-
ness and mutual respect and
understanding among members
of the international community
in these critical times.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been
practicing law for over 30 years. For
further information, you may call him
at (212) 695 5281 or log on to his
website at www.seguritan.com

C Entertainment, a Los
DAngclcs-bascd film
production company,

has released the first ever in-
structional DVD on Philippine
cuisine.

“The Best of Filipino Food,
Vol. 17 introduces the world to
Filipino cuisine and features a
blend of traditional and con-
temporary takes on Philippine
cooking.

The DVD provides a step-
by-step instructions on how to
prepare and cook a selected
array of popular dishes in the
Philippines, including main
courses, snacks and desserts.
Producers hope it will appeal to
cooking enthusiasts of all ages
and cultures.

“My mission is to share as
much of the Philippines to the
world,” says Glenda De Castro,

producer of the series. “I
wanted to bring a taste of my
home across the seas.”

The Best of Filipino Food
Series is 3-part series. Subse-
quent volumes are scheduled
for release in 2009. Distribution
is global.

More information on the
DVD is available online at:
www.dcefilms.com

W 1'\‘ ‘I“

FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY
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ILOKO

By Amado I. Yoro

gur-uray kenka ti
suknal iti rabaw ti

turod

Avyan ti balay
dagiti agpasun-
gad

Itag-ay ti sagut; rag-o day-
toy awis
Iti balay iti turod.

Daytoy ti balay ti Dios
Ni Jacob

Daytoy ti dalan a mapan
Iti pantok ti Zion

PHILIPPINE LANGUAG

Ti Balay Iti Turod

(Pammasungad iti Adbiento iti

Pannakaipasngay ti Mesias)

Dagiti pannursuro ti Apo

Usigen ti dagem ti basol

Ket magna iti silaw ti Dios

Rag-o daytoy awis
Iti balay iti turod.

agdakiwas dagiti dapan. Ala
wen, adda lemma

ti tugot ni Juan a Mammunniag

a sumuknal ti Nasantuan a
Daga

Naraniag ti alinaga ti Bethle-
hem

ti yan ti Kulluong ken taberna

iti yan ni Maladaga a Jesus

GLOB

suroten

dagiti Paddak ti Apo a

natda a lemma dayta nasantuan
adaga

sakduen,
botelia

ti nasantuan a danum dayta

Karayan Jordan; adda ibabatok
ti ulo

Ti bagi iti baro a buniag

Mamatika, wen, mamatika iti
Nasantuan

dayta ngarud ti gandat

ti nasapataan a panagserbi iti
simbaan ni San Pablo

Uray la agkutimermer ti lasag

NE

wen, punnuen ti

Ti lamiis ti karayan

Isangpet ti talek, ti talged

ti ayat ken nalablabon nga asi

Tumulong kadagiti nakurku-
rang ti gasat

Iti biag dagiti baldado ti bagi
ken nakem

Ammok a naragragsakka ita a
makatulong

iti simbaan , dagiti marigrigat,
dagiti destitute,

feeding the street people....

Napasnek a kararag: Adda
koma a kanayon

kenka ti Dios: ti puso nga
agayat

ti natulong, natulnog ken natu-
dio

iti agtalinaed a sin-aw ti ayat

ken ti biag, mapnoka iti gasat

ken talingenngen daytoy a
panagbaniagam

dayta, iti sakup wenno Ili ni
David

Iti Bantay ti Sinai iti libro ni
Moses

dagiti Sangapulo a Bilin

Adda ditoy ti balay iti turod

Agkankanta dagiti agpaspastor

Iti sirok ti naraniag a Bituen!

Two Filipino Journalists Receive 2008

wo  Filipinos  were
T among the 25 journal-
from 13 developing

countries in Asia who recently
received the 2008 Developing
Asia  Journalism  Awards
(DAJA) sponsored by the
Asian Development Bank In-
stitute.

The awards are meant to
acknowledge Asian and Pacific
print journalists who cover de-
velopment trends and their im-
pacts on the countries and
people of the region.

The recipients were se-
lected by a distinguished panel
of judges. This year’s awards

philsta

The Filip |

focused on four strategic areas
of development as categories:
governance, infrastructure, the
environment, and regional in-
tegration.

Alexander Pabico from the
Philippines topped the gover-
nance category for his article
entitled “People Power Thrives

shines even brighter
for the Filipino Global

Community

‘,'**F LiPino

e ]

Join us as we journe

Log on to www.philstar.com

in Naga City.” The article tack-
led the strong tradition of peo-
ple participation in Naga that
Jesse Robredo harnessed in 16
years in office as city mayor to
institute reforms, but whose
long-term sustainability, many
think, could be challenged in a
post-Robredo era.

Another Filipino finalist,
Roel Landingin, won as run-
ner-up in the infrastructure cat-
egory for his article “Bids Sans
Caps: Tied Loans Favor For-
eign Contractors.” His story
delved into how the absence of
caps on bids, tied loans and
conditionalities of lenders have

favored foreign contractors and
triggered cost overruns and
project delays.

Both Filipino reporters are
members of the Philippine
Center for Investigative Jour-
nalism (PCIJ), which is an in-
dependent, nonprofit media
agency that specializes in in-
vestigative reporting.

The countries represented
this year among the twenty-
five finalists are China, India,
Indonesia, Kyrgyz Republic,
Thailand, Bangladesh, Lao
PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, Pak-
istan, Philippines, Bhutan and
Sri Lanka. (DFA/the Daily PCLJ)

Filipino journalists Alexander Pabico (top photo)
and Roel Landingin receives ther awards



CLASSIFIED ADS BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ATTENTION:

2 HOUSES-OHANA STYLE

3/1 wifull basement, 2/1 w/irg lanai, Kalihi Vly,

$609,000, call 847-6613

HELP WANTED
NOODLE MAKER. PART- TIME
Health Benefits.

NEED EXPERIENCED BABY SITTER

for infant in my Ewa Beach home,

4 days/week, Call 554-7444

Island Noodle
Apply in Person at 841-8664
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NEED EXPERIENCED BABY SITTER

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Outside Sales Service estab'd accounts in
textile industry. Must have general office and
computer skills. Offer full benefits

Call 486-7772 ext 21 or info@printexfabrics.com

for infant in my Ewa Beach home.
4 days/week. Call 554-7444

FILIPINO ORGANIZATIONS & NON-PROFITS

Have your Community Event Published
in our Calendar!
FAX YOUR PRESS RELEASE TO 678-1829

NEED SALESPERSON
w/ Real Estate, Mortgage, Insurance
Background for Mortgage Reduction Sales.

FOR RENT

Rooms for rent in Pearl City. $500 and $750
share bath and kitchen. Utilities and cable in-
cluded female preferred. 295-5232.

Call Lynn Chang at 295-1351

Salary + Comm. Call: 227-7181

JEWELRY COMPANY

BUYING GOLD AND OLD JEWELRY
Top dollar for gold, old jewelry and Rolex
watches.

Call: 225-7637

NEED EXPERIENCED BABY SITTER

2 Houses, 3/1, 2/1, Kalihi Vly

Full basement, $609000(847-6613)

E-MAIL YOUR NEWS RELEASES,
ORGANIZATION NEWS AND
COMMUNITY EVENTS TO

nochronicle@g

SUPER CLEAN Residential and
Commercial
Part time cleaners on call: $10/hr

Elder care/domestic, in exchange for room in my
Ewa home.Must be reliable /female.
Please contact Lynn at 271-0885

Call 741-4244 or
e-mail inffo@superclean.us

NON-MEDICAL CAREGIVERS WANTED

In-house training program for non-certified

HANDIRIDE HAWAII TRANSPORTATION,

looking for a full time Driver, must be pleasant

and reliable. Call 486-7433

candidates. CNA & HHA welcomed.

Part time and full time positions available.
Contact: Lynn at Aloha Home Care Services
Phone: 271-0885

RETAIL / OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE

Located in the heart of Waipahu,

Mabuhay Cafe

Serving Hawaii Since 1963

near bus station, shopping and church.
Estimated 1,000 sq. ft.
Rent negotiable (triple net)

Homestyle Filipino Cooking
Phone: 545-1956

Contact: Shali Pagulayan
at 678-8930 or 284-4185

1049 River St., Honolulu, HI 96817
Fil & Jean Lumauag, Owners

GLOBAL NEWS

Ryala Malls Receives
International Awards

yala Malls has won
three awards from the
prestigious  Interna-

tional Council of Shopping
Centers (ICSC).

The ICSC recognized and
honored the shopping center in-
dustry’s  most cutting-edge
properties, innovative solutions
and creative responses to mar-
ket trends, as well as outstand-
ing examples of design and
development throughout the
world during the recent Asia
Expo in Macau.

The ICSC says Ayala Malls
is known for innovative retail
developments, creating well-
planned lifestyle centers, and
building beyond commercial
spaces.

Ayala Malls received top
recognition under the cate-
gories of Design & Develop-
ment and Marketing.

“Bravo Filipino: A Tribute
to Filipino’s Creativity and In-
genuity,” which featured a four-

ImporTs Girr Suop & Mini-MagrT
82 Ala Malama Street

Kaunakakai Hawaii 96748

PHONE NO: 553-5734

+ Baskets, Lauhala Mats. Chalts & Noticns

* Books, Notacards * Rafreshmants.

+ Fine & Fashion Jewsiry + Seashells

* Grocenes. » Shoes & Accessanies.
« Handbags, Hats « Sport & Dress Clothing
* Hawailana * Surfing Line.

+ Jewelry Repair, Resetting & Resizing * Surfwear & Surfboards
* Muokoiai Arts, Crafts, Supplies. * Sundrias

» Philippine Products Dried & Frozen

= T-ghiris, Sweatshirs

OPEN 7 DAYS
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Build A Rocke® Solid Future

LIFE « AUTO* ANNUITIES

Tel. 808-935-1948 “T'll help you build your
Ditas Guillermo Udani financial future on a strong
Premier Agent foundation.”
The Prudential Insurance Company
of America

CA State Lic#0D30884 @ Prudential

www.freditas.udani@prudential.com ' Financial
Grawing and Probecting Your Wealth

Insurance and annuities issued by The Prudential Insurance
Company of America, Newark NJ and its affiliates.

“Avallabilty varies by carrier

IFS-A107534 Ed. 1272006
carrier and state.”

Ayala Mall’s Trinoma
month long festival celebrating
the Filipino creative genius dur-
ing the opening of Greenbelt 5,
garnered ICSC’s Gold Award
for Marketing excellence.

Bonifacio High Street, the
country’s first “main street” de-
velopment, and Trinoma, which
offers a refreshing and reward-
ing shopping experience in
northern Metro Manila, won
for Ayala Malls a gold and sil-
ver awards respectively, for
outstanding design qualities
and creativity in development.
(Good News Pilipinas)

Call Rey-Cel Travel
For The Lowest Fare
To Manila. (808) 871-6251
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Listen To KPMW

The WILD 105.5 FM
(808) 871-6251
Request call (808) 871-6933

ng individual who can speak llocano and Tagalog

io experience, or will train. Fax resume to 808-871-5670.




Para sa akin, wala nang tatalo pa sa sarap ng
McDonald's* Chicken McNuggets®. Malutong ang
balat, malinamnam at gawa sa white meat ang loob.
Nilalasap ko ang bawat kagat, kasama ng iba't ibang
sawsawan na gustong gusto kong i-share sa iba.
Pero huwag mo kunin yung huling piraso.

Palaging akin ‘yan!

chicken McNuggets

‘'mlovin’it’

Punta na sa myinspirasian.com para sa mas marami pang Chicken McNuggets®!
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