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EDITORIAL FROM THE PUBLISHER

he homeless who call a Moiliili park home recently

complained that the police used excess tactics to re-

move them from the premises. The police responded

that they were only requiring them to vacate tem-

porarily so the park could be cleaned. 

This incident is the latest involving the City and

the homeless. The problem has been on-going since perhaps the

days of the homeless tent city at Aala Park in the mid-1980s. Cur-

rent homeless numbers continue to grow, exacerbated by the bad

economy. To the City’s credit, it has launched major clean-up ef-

forts at Kapiolani, Ala Moana and other major City-owned parks,

and prohibited loitering overnight in such facilities. Homeless ad-

vocates cried foul, but most park users supported the efforts and

said that such measures were long overdue. 

Those who say that the City is being heartless don’t realize

that every courtesy and assistance possible have already extended

to them. Our homeless live in luxury, when compared to the

homeless in the Philippines or Third World countries who are left

to fend for themselves. While we must continue to show the

homeless compassion as human beings and ensure that their rights

are not taken away, they should also be part of the solution. The

State and charitable organizations have programs to help the

homeless get back on their feet. But they cannot be forced to do

so, if they are unwilling to accept the assistance. 

Handling the Homeless
Situation at City Parks

T

loha and welcome to this issue

of the Hawaii Filipino Chroni-

cle—the leading and only

weekly Filipino community

newspaper in the fabulous state

of Hawaii! We hope that you

are enjoying your summer va-

cation. If you are on break, enjoy it while you

still can because for most public school students, classes resume in

about a week! If you are a parent, we hope you have already got-

ten a head start on back-to-school shopping for your children’s

school supplies. 

Speaking of school, our cover story for this issue is written by

Gregory Bren Garcia, who takes an in-depth look at the public ed-

ucation system in the Philippines, which is rife with problems. One

of the more pressing problems is the rather paltry annual budget of

Php 167 billion (US$348 million) that the government has allo-

cated for the Philippines’ entire public school system. That amount

pales in comparison to the Hawaii State Department of Education’s

annual budget of $1.8 billion! Bear in mind that Hawaii is a small

state with only 1 million residents. Philippine officials simply

MUST start allocating more funds for textbooks, instructional ma-

terials and better classroom facilities. Another acute problem plagu-

ing the Philippines’ school system is the low wages that educators

are paid. Consequently, fewer college students are choosing teach-

ing as a career and are instead opting for more lucrative careers.

Despite the bad news, Gregory lists several measures that the gov-

ernment is undertaking to alleviate the problems. We hope you will

enjoy reading his article which begins on page 4. 

On page 6, we have a Business Feature submitted by con-

tributing writer Caroline Julian, who interviewed Christina

Patino—a truly self-made businesswoman. She launched her busi-

ness after high school and began by selling her wares from the trunk

of her car. Through sheer hard work, determination and the support

of her family, she has established Ikandy, an “urbanmix” style of

clothing and accessories for Hawaii’s young women. Christina has

survived the down economy with an eye-catching website, a busy

location at the Pearlridge Center and a willingness to participate in

craft fairs, expos and other events around town. The next event she

will be participating in is the Made in Hawaii Festival, scheduled

for August 21-23, 2009 at the Blaisdell Exhibition Hall. If you are

interested in her items, please look for her booth, which will be

among the many dozens on display. 

On page 8, we have a brief article on an upcoming event you

may be interested in called the “Cane Haul Run.” If you are an ath-

lete, or love the great outdoors, please make plans to participate in

this inaugural 5K run/walk through historic Waipahu Town, which

benefits the Waipahu Community Coalition. The run/walk concludes

with a free community festival at the Hawaii Plantation Village. 

In closing, we hope that you will enjoy reading these and other

articles and columns of interest in this issue, particularly Sen. Will

Espero’s “Legislative Connection” on page 3, “Immigration Guide”

on page 7, “Legal Notes” on page 13 and “Philippine Language” on

page 14. 

On behalf of our staff, thank you for your faithful support of our

paper. Until next time…aloha and mabuhay!

f you think Hawaii’s public education system is bad,

then you haven’t taken a good look at a typical class-

room in the Philippines, where up to 65 students are

crammed into a room meant for only 30. Facilities are

often poor and learning resources scarce. Air condi-

tioning is a luxury reserved for only the most presti-

gious private schools. 

One of the most glaring problems is that the government is sim-

ply not spending enough on education. An annual budget of Php

167 billion (or $348 million in U.S. dollars) won’t cut it. While it

makes sense to increase the education budget, simply throwing

money at the problem won’t necessarily mean an improved school

system—especially with widespread corruption in government.

Heads of education are respectable officials but they can still be

tempted—hence the need for a greater system of accountability for

the fair and equitable disbursement of school funds.

Another initiative that would help immensely is double or even

triple the current salaries for educators. Increased pay would attract

more of the nation’s best and brightest students to consider a career

in teaching. Many Philippine educators feel that the quality of ed-

ucation depends primarily on the excellence of the teaching force. 

Yet another recommendation would be to add at least one more

year to the education cycle. The Philippines requires only 10 years

of basic education and four years of undergraduate education for a

total of 14 years—which is among the shortest education cycles in

the world. Officials are contemplating a fifth year of undergraduate

education, especially for medicine, nursing, engineering, education

and other professional fields. The reason is that in order to work

and/or practice overseas, many foreign countries require at least 16

years of education, which means that Philippine college graduates

must often take additional training or pass certification exams. 

These recommendations won’t fix the problems overnight, but

would serve as a good start for a public education system that has

suffered for years. With the Arroyo administration set to ride off in

the sunset within a year, not many new policies can be imple-

mented. We can only hope that the new administration will place a

greater priority on education and institute new policies that can at

least begin to right the ship.

Fixing the Philippines’
Public Education System

I
A
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ith the motto,

Kupale ‘Aina –

“defending the

land”— the

USS Hawaii is

coming home,

to be welcomed

just in time for our state’s 50th

anniversary.  Governor Linda

Lingle, who sponsored the sub-

marine as the representative of

the people of Hawaii, christened

the USS Hawaii on June 17,

2006.  Commissioned on May 5,

2007, the USS Hawaii (SSN-

776) is the first commissioned

warship of the United States

Navy to be named for the 50th

State.  Its homeport as of this

year will be Pearl Harbor, a

major United States military port

in the Pacific Rim arena.  

The USS Hawaii was named

in recognition of the tremendous

support the Navy has enjoyed

from the people and state of

Hawaii and in honor of the rich

heritage of submarines in the Pa-

cific Ocean.  Joining the USS

Virginia and North Carolina, the

USS Hawaii is the third Virginia

class submarine in the U.S.

Navy.  It was completed ahead of

schedule, in late December,

2006.  In January 2008, the sub-

marine embarked on its maiden

voyage from its first tour of duty

station in Groton, Connecticut. 

Many people are excited

about this line of naval craft for

maritime peacekeeping around

the globe.  The Virginia class

submarine is the newest in the

United States Navy’s front line

of defense, becoming the latest

cornerstone of United States

coastal and national defense in

helping to ensure peace in the

world’s waters.  The cutting edge

design, most advanced arma-

ment, and sonar capabilities

make the USS Hawaii one of the

most technically sophisticated

submarines in the world.  Years

of planning by highly qualified

individuals, using the most ad-

vanced and often secret tech-

nologies available, go into the

design of new military craft.

The biggest and most powerful

W

weapon on the block, in proud

military vernacular, the Virginia

class is functional, cost efficient,

and geared for longevity as well.

In building the submarine for its

mission to defend, come lifesav-

ing advances in technology, as

well as more effective tactics and

weaponry.  The USS Hawaii’s

nuclear reactor gives the subma-

rine a virtually inexhaustible fuel

source.  

The first USS Hawaii,

launched but never commis-

sioned and named after the Ter-

ritory of Hawaii, was a battle

cruiser destined for service in

World War II.  This USS Hawaii,

a submarine, is an amazing work

of engineering, even apart from

tactical, speed, navigational and

weaponry aspects. Submerging a

vehicle underwater without im-

plosion is a marvel in itself.  A

vessel underwater receives the

force of the immensely heavy

weight of the whole ocean over

it.  Submarines are designed to

withstand the effect of high pres-

sure within the ocean without

imploding from that pressure.

Add to that the fact that over a

hundred humans onboard need

water, air, food, sanitation, and

other necessities of life, and you

can see how incredible these

vessels are.  Taking care of the

USS Hawaii in the Pearl Harbor

homeport will give Hawaii the

benefit of employment opportu-

nities for those individuals with

high skills and education.  

Commander Edward Her-

rington has chronicled the jour-

ney to the new homeport from

its first tour of duty station in

Connecticut.  The submarine has

a speed of 25 knots (28 miles an

hour). The nine-hour trip

through the Panama Canal tra-

versed three challenging sets of

locks and a six hour drive

through a large lake with about

12 different turns.  Maneuvering

a 7800 ton, 370 foot submarine

through a 110 foot wide canal,

wrote Cmdr Herrington, “is to

say the least interesting.”  Hous-

ing 132 crew members under-

water, in close quarters, for the

lengthy journey from the north-

east Atlantic across the North

America-South America junc-

tion clear to the middle of the

Pacific Ocean is a tribute to the

human spirit.  I’ll take the liberty

here of sharing some portions of

Commander Herrington’s blog:  

“Monday, June 22,

2009….The ceremony [for the

arrival] looks to be a festive

event.  I hope it will set the tone

for the relationship that we de-

sire to maintain with the local

community over the next thirty

years.  Most of our families have

left Groton, CT and are now ar-

riving in Hawaii.  Moving can be

quite stressful for families, espe-

cially ones with small children.

We have worked hard over the

past year to make the transition

for each family as smooth as

possible.  The families have been

sharing stories about how wel-

come they have felt and of

course how wonderful the

weather and scenery has been.

Having our families waiting on

the pier for us when we arrive

will make the homecoming that

much more special.”

“Thursday, May 28,

2009….We had some extra free

time prior to mooring so we con-

ducted a swim call with the crew.

Everyone had a great time until a

shark showed up.  The crew got

out of the water, a little slow for

my taste, but everyone including

the shark seemed to enjoy the

swim….Every night underway

the crew watches a movie to-

gether.  During the week two of

the movies had scenes filmed in

Hawaii.  Everyone was really

excited about the scenes and

how breathtaking everything is.

“Thursday, June 4,

2009….We also had the pleasure

of hosting several groups of as-

tronauts and engineers working

on the replacement for the space

shuttle.  They were very inter-

ested in some of the systems we

use onboard for atmosphere con-

trol and how they might be ap-

plied for use in space….The as-

tronauts were generous enough

afterwards to offer the crew a be-

hind the scenes tour of

NASA….Several of the Chief

Petty Officers and I were also

able to get away for a little golf.

Something I look forward to

doing more often once we get to

Hawaii.  The sailors that have

served in Hawaii rave about how

nice all of the golf courses are.

Things continue to go smooth on

the boat and the anticipation

continues to build.  I have the

weather in Hawaii saved on my

iphone and check it frequently to

remind myself of how nice it is

going to be once we arrive

home.”

“Friday, July 10, 2009. USS

Hawaii is now in the Pa-

cific!...The cribbage tournament

is also underway.  I won my first

match and I am on my way to

what I hope will be the champi-

onship.  The crew always hopes

they get the luck of the draw and

play against me.  First, they all

think they can beat me and sec-

ond they enjoy the bragging

rights.  The excitement continues

to build with the crew, especially

now that we are sailing the wa-

ters of the Pacific Ocean.  We are

counting down the days until our

arrival.”

The USS HAWAII Comes Home

By Senator Will Espero
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t’s Friday, the last day of the school
week, and parents of Commonwealth
Elementary School’s grade school
pupils stand cramped in front of the
school’s gates, waiting for the time

their children will be dismissed from class. Lo-
cated at Litex in Quezon City, one of Metro
Manila’s poorest quarters, pandemonium al-
ways breaks loose during rush hour in this
school.   

I
By Gregory Bren Garcia

Parents and children try to

find one another in a sea of in-

creasingly agitated people, al-

ready stressed out by the

pollution caused by jeepneys

and tricycles and by the conges-

tion brought about by the open-

air market set up on the road

just in front of the school. 

“It’s something that happens

every school day, it’s frustrating.

I’m glad when it’s the weekend

so we’ll have a breather,” says

Joy, a laundrywoman from Litex

whose sons attend Common-

wealth Elementary. 

“In my daughter’s class,

around 65 students share the

Budget and Planning Commit-

tee. “The underspending has

had a dire impact on the deliv-

ery of basic education.” 

Tinio says that the existing

law that mandates all Filipinos

to receive free education is not

being fully implemented. “Un-

fortunately, a quarter century

after the 1987 Constitution de-

creed compulsory elementary

and free high school education,

not all Filipinos complete ele-

mentary school and the major-

ity don't get to finish high

school. Out of every 100 chil-

dren who enroll in first grade,

only 42 will complete high

school,” he says. 

Underpaid Workforce
Another challenge that the

Philippine public school system

is facing is the deterioration of

the teaching workforce due to

underinvestment in the educa-

tors’ salaries. 

A report by ACT-Philip-

pines notes that the govern-

ment has established a six-year

moratorium on salary increases

even though the cost of living

increased continuously. It notes

that teachers in Metro Manila

had to “contend with a ‘living

salary gap’ of Php 7,943 (US$

165) monthly, based on the

entry-level salary of Php

10,933 (US$ 228) and a living

salary of Php 18,876 (US$

393) as determined by the Na-

tional Wages and Productivity

Commission.”

small room. Ideally, there

should only be 30 pupils,” says

Joy’s friend, Vangie, whose

child attends kindergarten at the

same school.

All around the country,

overcrowding in government-

run educational institutions has

become a perennial problem.

But in light of the worsening fig-

ures of quality indicators such as

government funding for schools,

general access to basic education

and student achievement levels

among others, discomfort may

be the least of what Filipinos

have to worry about.

Not enough to spend
The 2009 budget for the

Department of Education

(DepEd), set at Php 167 billion

(US$ 3.48 million), is only half

of what the department pro-

posed in order to address the

mounting challenges faced by

the Philippine public school

system. As a result, there is now

a dearth of funding for some

1,500 classrooms, seats for 3

million students, 33 million

new textbooks and instruction

items and 36,500 new teachers

and principals. 

In September of 2008, Ed-

ucation Secretary Jesli Lapus

admitted in an interview with

Philippine TV station GMA that

the department’s budget for

2009 falls below international

standards. 

“It’s got the biggest budget

[but] it’s still not adequate and

it’s still not at norm with inter-

national standards,” Lapus said.

The DepEd budget makes

up about 2 percent of the Philip-

pines’ gross domestic product

(GDP). On the other hand, the

United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organi-

zation (UNESCO) has set the

standard that countries allot at

least 6 percent of their GDP to

education expenditures.

According to Antonio

Tinio, national chairman of the

organization Alliance of Con-

cerned Teachers-Philippines

(ACT Philippines), President

Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s ad-

ministration has been spending

less and less on education since

she took office. 

“The average annual

growth rate of the DepEd’s

budget in real terms from 2001

to 2006 has been negative 3.5

percent,” he says, citing a state-

ment by the Congressional

The Commonwealth Elementary School in Quezon City, like many other public educational institutions in
Metro Manila, experience problems like overcrowding, lack in school facilities and a poor student-teacher
ratio.

The Plight of Public Education
in the Philippines
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Grace Duka-Pante, a former

teacher at the University of the

Philippines Integrated School

(UPIS) who now works for the

University of the Philippines

(UP) College of Education, says

that the quality of education de-

pends primarily on the excel-

lence of the teaching force. 

“Generally, public school

teachers remain underpaid. This

is the reason why less and less

of our high school graduates are

choosing education as a career.

Furthermore, pre-service and

on-service training of teachers

are insufficiently carried out

due to lack of funds,” she says.  

Declining enrollments and
achievement levels

The report by ACT-Philip-

pines also notes that between

1995-2002, basic education en-

rollment grew at a rate of 1.98

percent, only slightly behind

the population growth rate of

2.3 percent. But between 2003-

2006, enrollment slowed to an

average of 0.97 percent. Con-

sequently, there was a dramatic

increase in the number of drop-

outs and out-of-school chil-

dren. 

In 2002, there were ap-

proximately 1.86 million out-

of-school children between

ages six and 15. In 2007, the

figure rose to 3.33 million,

meaning within the span of

five years, the number of out-

of-school youth increased by

1.46 million or 78.5 percent.

Average achievement rates

of elementary and secondary

students in the National

Achievement Tests (NATs) are

also falling below the 75 per-

cent rate set by the Department

of Education. According to a re-

port by National Statistics Co-

ordination Board published in

2007, the average achievement

levels of students based on

NATs mean percentage scores is

54.5 percent for sixth graders

and 44.3 percent for senior high

school students. 

Duka-Pante notes that the

poor condition of schools keep

the students away. “Among the

usual reasons for falling out is

the unhealthy environment

brought about by overcrowded

classrooms, poor facilities and

lack of learning resources,” she

says.

Widening the Rich-Poor 
divide

The situation can’t be more

different in private institutions

of higher learning like the Je-

suit-run Ateneo de Manila Uni-

versity in Quezon City, where

students drive their own cars,

order latte from an on-campus

outlet of a fancy coffee shop

and study inside polished edi-

fices. But even at the Univer-

sity of the Philippines-Diliman,

the country’s premiere public

university, the student body is

now slowly leaning towards

the upper middle-class instead

of the traditional lower to mid-

dle-class demographics.

The two universities are

the top Philippine schools

based on the 2008 edition of

The Times Higher Education –

QS World University Rank-

ings. Ateneo ranked 254th,

while UP ranked 276th.

“Education as a ‘great lev-

eler’ is largely a myth in our

society where wealth is con-

centrated in the hands of small

elite and the public school sys-

tem has always been grossly

underfunded,” says Tinio. He

notes that class segregation is

not only evident in the divide

between the private and public

schools but also within the

public school system. 

“In the public schools, for

instance, the scarcity of re-

sources pushes school admin-

istrators to adopt a kind of

‘educational triage.’ Students

who excel academically are as-

signed to so-called ‘star sec-

tions’ or ‘special sections’ that

are given access to more

school resources while the rest

must cope with the general

scarcity. It so happens that

those in the privileged ‘star

sections’ tend to be the better-

off economically while those in

the lower sections tend to come

from the poorest families,” he

explains.

Stemming the Tide
Despite the dire situation,

it is worthy to note the things

that the DepEd under Secretary

Lapus is doing to alleviate the

state of the Philippine public

school system. 

During the September

2008 joint general membership

meeting of the Makati Busi-

ness Club held in Makati City,

Lapus revealed that teachers,

especially those who teach sci-

ence and math but did not

major in those subject areas,

are being sent to certification

programs to improve their

skills. He also said that an ad-

ditional 100,000 teachers have

been educated for digital liter-

acy. 

In the same meeting,

Lapus also shared that the de-

partment is trying to curb over-

crowding in public schools by

affording assistance to private

institutions so

that the latter

can take in

over 600,000

students.

Lapus also

disclosed the

reforms he in-

stituted in the

procurement of

t e x t b o o k s ,

which resulted

in the lowering

of textbook

prices to just

about half of

their 1998

costs.

On top of

these, the gov-

ernment has

also been train-

ing school ad-

ministrators to

better handle

school affairs.

For instance, in

D e c e m b e r

2008, the offi-

cial Philippine

government in-

ternet portal re-

ported that

more than 100

m i d - l e v e l

DepEd man-

agers were able

to finish the

Management

Leadership De-

velopment Training conducted

under the auspices of the Aus-

tralian Agency for International

Development (AusAID). 

Hope From Within
But perhaps the greatest

sources of hope for Filipinos

are nothing other than their de-

sire for a better future for their

families and the love that they

have for their country. 

“I’ll never give up on my

children’s schooling,” says Joy,

“not even if I have to wash a

hundred thousand tubs of dirty

laundry,” adds the laundry-

woman, who, like most of the

people in the Philippines living

in poverty, wash clothes the

old-fashioned way—by hand.

For Duka-Pante, she re-

mains committed to teaching at

the UP’s College of Education. 

“The idealism that UP in-

stilled in me will always be a

driving force in my passion to

teach in the Philippines. I have

faith in the Filipino people and

I will never lose hope in this

country. As long as there are

young minds that need nurtur-

ing, guidance and inspiration,

and as long as there are those

who share my dream of build-

ing a better Philippines, I will

always be proud to serve my

fellow Filipinos,” she says.

The Ateneo de Manila University (left), a private institution of higher learning, and the University of the
Philippines-Diliman (right), the country’s premiere public university, are the top two schools in the Philippines,
based on The Times Higher Education – QS World University Rankings 2008.

The  lack of textbooks creates a
scenario, as seen here, for
students to share a book..
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udding business
w o m a n  k n o w s
swee t  success .

That description

f i t s C h r i s t i n a

Patino to a “tee.” 

Patino has

built her iKandy line from the

trunk of her Honda hatchback to

a permanent spot at Pearlridge

Center. 

It took her a little over 5

years to get there and she con-

tinues to work hard to gain

more admirers of her unique

graphic tees and accessories.

She now employs two people

and has been able to run her

kiosk at Pearlridge with them

and the helping hand of her

family. She says her shirts are

for women, young at heart. A

baby line and men’s line are

available seasonally. 

Patino launched her iKandy

line on a website and would

hand deliver her product to

Oahu customers who ordered

them through her website. 

Six years have passed since

she sold her first item, a mo-

ment she’ll never forget. 

“I was ecstatic!! My first

sale totaled $200 the first day

and she (the customer) placed

another order. The next day,

she bought another $200 worth

(of products) for friends and

family.  I was very grateful and

humbled by this experience,”

says the 2003 Pearl City High

B
School alum. 

Along with marketing

through an iKandy website, she

has gained exposure by partici-

pating in major craft fairs and

expos islandwide. She contin-

ues to participate in them, even

though her business has taken

off. 

“It has been an exciting

journey that I will never forget

all the new friends I’ve made

and seeing them every year at

craft fairs and expos,” says

Patino who is Spanish, Hawai-

ian, Filipino, German and Chi-

nese mix. Her maternal

grandmother’s family has roots

in Tarlac, Philippines. 

Her products are truly a

labor of love.

“It starts off with a creative

design in my head, to paper, to

computer, to silk screen, to

printer, then the design comes

to life. I print them at a local

silk screen print shop where I

used to work. After the shirts

are made, I sew on the tags my-

self and my whole family (and

fiancé) pitch in to help me fold

the shirts and get them ready

for the fair or store,” she says. 

Patino conceived the idea

of designing her own shirts as a

senior in high school, after

finding that a lot of the shirts

that stores sold didn’t have the

unique style she was looking

for. 

“All the graphic tees back

then were surf or commercial

driven. Nothing my style–

which is ‘urbanmix.’ So I cre-

ated something I love to wear.”

The shirts have a small run,

keeping them exclusive. 

“All of the shirts we print

are limited to about 40 to 50

pieces per design. I use custom

mixed colors and specialty

inks to make them unique,”

she explains. “I’m happy when

other people find joy in my

clothing just as much as I

enjoy creating it.”

Creating the shirts has al-

lowed Patimo to be her own

boss, which she knew she

wanted to early on.  

“I was always intrigued

how a business runs and oper-

ates but the absolute satisfaction

of the customer being happy

and finding something she loves

makes my day. The best part

about owning your own busi-

ness is doing what you love and

never having to work a day in

your life.  The reward is meet-

ing people and customers and

making new friends with those

who like or share the same in-

terest as you,” she says.

At 23 of age, one might

wonder where she found her se-

cret to success.

“First and foremost is al-

ways putting God first,” she

simply states. “Another secret

to success is something my dad

taught me at a very young age.

He said, ‘Sweetheart, if you do

what you love, you'll never

work a day.’

Her father’s tidbit of wis-

dom drove Patino to find some-

thing she was passionate about. 

“Happiness is the key to life

and I’m a true believer of this

which is why our company’s

motto is ‘Do what you love and

love what you do.’”

“A lot of passion goes into

everything I do for iKandy,” she

says. “I’m just happy I get to do

something I love.”

And if you’re interested in

Patino’s urban mix t-shirts, they

can be found at her kiosk at

Pearlridge Center Uptown or at

the upcoming Made in Hawaii

Festival from August 21-23 at

the Blaisdell Exhibition Hall

and Arena. The shirts cost $18-

$34.

Twenty Something Finds
Success in Unique Style
By Caroline Julian

SBA CALENDAR

TALK STORY with SBA
BUSINESS ACTION CENTER
DATES: JULY 6, 13, 20, AND 27TH

TIMES: 10:00 AM TO 12 NOON

LOCATION: BAC, 1130 N. NIMITZ

HWY, STE. 201

RSVP: 808 586-2545

Free consultations with experi-

enced SBA business specialists! Find

out how SBA’s financial, technical and

government contracting assistance, and

the training and counseling programs

can help your business get up and go!

Every Monday, 10:00 am to 12:00

Noon. Call DCCA’s Business Action

Center, 1130 N. Nimitz Hwy. at 586-

2545 to schedule an appointment.

Walk-ins Welcome!

SBA RESOURCE DAY
DATE: JULY 28, 2009

TIME: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

LOCATION: HONOLULU FEDERAL

CREDIT UNION

COST: FREE

RSVP: JERRY HIRATA, 541-2990,

EXT. 210

Free, convenient consultation on

SBA resources! Ask about:

• SBA Guaranteed Loan Program

for Working Capital, Start-up, Ex-

pansion

• New Patriot Express Loans for

the Military Community and SBA

Express

• SBA 504 Loan Program- Fixed

asset loans

• SBA’s 8(a) Business Develop-

ment Program - Government con-

tracting assistance

Schedule your 30 minute confi-

dential discussions by calling SBA.

Walk-ins as time permits.

HAPPENING ON OAHU
TRAINING & EVENTS CALENDAR
JULY 2009



s it a sin? Is it a

crime?

Loving you dear

like I do.

If it's a crime then

I'm guilty.

Guilty of loving

you."

—from the song "Guilty"
by Richard Whiting, Harry

Akst, and Donald Kahn.
Sung by Ella Fitzgerald.

Today, being Sunday, I

looked at the Bible, my favorite

book, and the Immigration Act,

my second favorite book. What

do they say about cohabiting

with an illegal alien of the op-

posite sex?

COHABITATION AND THE BIBLE
The Good Book is replete

with "adultery" and "fornica-

tion" but I found no mention of

"cohabiting" or "cohabitation".

Even with the aid of a high

powered microscope, one will

search in vain for "cohabiting"

or "cohabitation". One cannot

extend the meaning of "adul-

tery" and "fornication" to cover

"cohabiting" or "cohabitation".

That would be legislation, not

interpretation. Penal laws

should be strictly construed.

Halleluiah, cohabitators are safe

from God's wrath.

COHABITATION AND THE IMMI-
GRATION ACT

But are cohabitators safe

from immigration's wrath? The

Immigration and Nationality

Act (INA) provides:

“Any person who . . . (iii)
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By Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte Tipon

IMMIGRATION GUIDE

knowing or in reckless disre-

gard of the fact that an alien has

come to, entered, or remains in

the United States in violation of

law, conceals, harbors, or

shields from detection or at-

tempts to conceal, harbor, or

shield from detection, such

alien in any place, including any

building or any means of trans-

portation; . . . shall be punished

as provided in subparagraph B.”

INA § 274(a)(1)(A)(iii), 8

U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii).

“Any person who . . . en-

gages in any conspiracy to com-

mit any of the preceding acts, or

. . . aids or abets the commission

of any of the preceding acts,

shall be punished as provided in

subparagraph (B).” INA §

274(a)(1)(A)(v), 8 U.S.C. §

1324(a)(1)(A)(v).

The penalty is a fine not ex-

ceeding $2,000 or imprison-

ment for not exceeding five

years, or both.

ELEMENTS OF OFFENSE
To convict an alien of a

concealing, harboring, or

shielding an illegal alien, the

government must prove: (1) the

alien entered or remained in the

United States in violation of

law, (2) the defendant con-

cealed, harbored, or sheltered

the alien in the United States,

(3) the defendant knew, or reck-

lessly disregarded the fact that

the alien entered or remained in

the United States in violation of

the law.

Some courts have added a

fourth element: (4) the defen-

dant's conduct tended to sub-

stantially facilitate the alien

remaining in the United States.

See United States v. DeJesus-

Batres, 410 F.3d 154, 160 (5th

Cir. 2005). See also United

States v. Ozcelik, 527 F.3d 88,

97-101 (3rd Cir. 2008). As the

dissenting justice noted in U.S.

v. Cuevas-Reyes, No. 08-3059

(3rd Cir. 7/10/2009), the fourth

element is not in the statutory

language. We agree. Adding a

fourth element is an example of

legislating from the bench,

which is inappropriate for

judges. They should interpret

the law as it is written, not what

they think it should be written.

Adding a fourth element makes

it more difficult for the govern-

ment to meet its burden of

proof.

WHAT DOES "HARBOR" MEAN
The term “harbor,” means

"affording shelter to aliens not

entitled to enter or reside within

the United States, and is not

limited to clandestine sheltering

only." It does not mean "harbor

so as to prevent detection by

law enforcement agents." "Stan-

dard definitions of  'harbor' in-

clude both concealment and

simple sheltering, although the

latter appears to be the primary

meaning." United States v.

Acosta de Evans, 531 F.2d 428

(9th Cir. 1976). 

Cohabiting with Illegal Alien – Sin,
Crime, or Fun? Thus, evidence that an

unauthorized alien had been liv-

ing in defendant's apartment for

two months and that defendant

knew that the alien was in this

country illegally was sufficient

to support defendant's convic-

tion for harboring an unautho-

rized alien. United States v.

Acosta de Evans, 531 F.2d 428

(9th Cir. 1976).

Merely providing shelter to

an alien with knowledge of his

illegal presence in the United

States was sufficient to consti-

tute "harboring". United States

v. Lopez, 521 F.2d 437 (2nd Cir.

1975).

COHABITATION AND 
HARBORING 

But in a Virgin Islands case,

a female cohabitant challenged

the sufficiency of the evidence

to support her conviction for

harboring her boyfriend at their

apartment. She won.

The only evidence was tes-

timony from a government

agent that when he went to their

apartment, the female shut the

door, and when he asked the fe-

male who spoke from the win-

dow if the boyfriend was there

she said that he was not, and

when the agent asked if any-

body had run out of the apart-

ment, she said that she did not

know. 

The government did not

dispute that cohabitation with

her illegal alien boyfriend,

taken alone, does not constitute

"harboring". United States v.

Silveus, 542 F.3d 993 (3rd Cir.

2008).

COMMENT
Unless one lives in the Vir-

gin Islands, readers are cau-

tioned not to rely on this case

and rush to look for illegal

aliens with whom to cohabit

and have fun. This case does not

appear to have been effectively

prosecuted. The female and her

boyfriend were well known to

immigration authorities. They

knew that they had a romantic

relationship and lived together.

They would appear at immigra-

tion offices filing asylum papers

for other aliens. Why did not the

government present direct evi-

dence that defendant was shel-

tering her boyfriend? And why

did the government concede

that cohabitation, taken alone,

does not constitute "harboring"? 

(ATTY. TIPON has won all deporta-
tion cases he handled and obtained
approval of all visa petitions he filed.
He is from Laoag City. He has a Mas-
ter of Laws degree from Yale Law
School and a Bachelor of Laws degree
from the University of the Philippines.
He served as an Immigration Officer.
He is co-author of “Immigration Law
Service,” an 8-volume practice and
procedure guide for immigration offi-
cers and lawyers. He specializes in
immigration and criminal defense. Of-
fice at 905 Umi St. corner N. King,
Suite 201, Honolulu, HI 96819. Tel.
(808) 847 1601. Fax (808) 847 1624.
E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com. Web-
si te:  www.ImmigrationService-
sUSA.com. Listen to the most
interesting and humorous radio pro-
gram on Hawaii radio KNDI 1270
every Friday 7:30-8:00 AM. This arti-
cle is a general overview of the subject
matter discussed and is not intended as
legal advice for any specific person or
situation Neither the writer nor pub-
lisher warrant the completeness or ac-
curacy of the information provided 

“I



8 � HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE  � JULY 25, 2009

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

M
ore families are buy-

ing used cars, rather

than new, in order to

stretch their hard-earned dollars. 

Unfortunately, law enforce-

ment officials say that vehicle

identification number (VIN)

cloning—which targets used car

buyers—is on the rise. The Bet-

ter Business Bureau advises car

buyers to do their research or

they could unknowingly pur-

chase a stolen car.

“VIN cloning has two vic-

tims,” says Dwight Kealoha,

chief executive officer of

Hawaii’s BBB. “The first is the

victim who had their car stolen,

and the second is the unsuspect-

ing buyer because, when the po-

lice track down the stolen car,

they’re going to give it back to

the rightful owner and the new

owner will suddenly have no

car or a way to get his or her

money back.”

A car’s VIN is a unique

number that serves as a way to

recognize a specific car. The

number is used by law enforce-

ment to track down and flag

stolen cars. Sometimes the

thieves will punch out a new

VIN and replace the stolen ve-

hicle’s dash VIN with the new

one or they use computer tech-

nology to print out authentic

looking documents with phony

VINs. The last step is selling the

vehicle, usually through classi-

fied ads or other informal meth-

ods. Some altered vehicles end

up in auctions, sold through

classifieds or on unsuspecting

used car lots.

When police are able to

track down stolen cars, they will

seize the car from the buyer.

There is usually little recourse

By HFC Staff
Tuesday, July 21, 2009  

BBB Advice: Research Before Buying Used Car

W
alkers, runners or

anyone just looking

for some great en-

tertainment, food and fun,

should mark their calendars for

the 1st Annual Waipahu Cane

Haul 5K Run/Walk on Sunday,

August 23, 2009.

This fun-filled, two-part

event will take runners and

walkers on a scenic route

through Waipahu town from 7

a.m.-10 a.m. The run concludes

the Hawaii Plantation Village

with a free community festival

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

“We are supporting this

event so that everyone can get

to know the real Waipahu,”

says HPD Sgt. Shellie Paiva of

the Weed & Seed–Waipahu

Cane Haul Run to Raise Funds for
Waipahu Community

for the unsuspecting buyer to

get his or her money back.

BBB recommends taking

the following steps to avoid be-

coming a victim of VIN

cloning:

• Be extremely cautious if

you see a late model luxury

car or SUV selling signifi-

cantly under normal market

price.

• Do not fall for the “we need

cash quickly” excuse. 

• Check the VIN on the dash-

board, inside the doorjamb

and under the hood against

the car’s title documents for

discrepancies.

• Examine the car’s title, reg-

istration and other docu-

ments. Fake documents

sometimes contain mis-

spelled words.

• If you question the validity

of the vehicle’s VIN, obtain

a comprehensive vehicle

history report.

• If you believe your car has

been cloned—one give-

away according to the FBI

is if you receive a notice for

unpaid parking tickets—

contact your local law en-

forcement.

For more advice on shop-

ping for a new or used car, visit

www.bbb.org.

group. “Waipahu is a gathering

place for people of all races

and ages, a place full of history

and a place many call home.” 

The festival at Hawaii Plan-

tation Village is open to the

public. Those who participate in

the 5K run must register and

will receive a free t-shirt. Visit

www.canehaulrun.blogspot.co

m to download a registration

form. 

For those who register by

August 3, entry fees will be $15

By HFC Staff
Tuesday, July 21, 2009  

for individual runners/walkers

and $10 per entry for a group of

more than 25 participants. The

fee for registrations between

August 4-17 will pay $20 per

individual entry. Those register-

ing on the day of the event will

pay $25 per individual entry.

“Proceeds from this event

will be used to support the

Waipahu Community Coalition

in providing drug free events

for residents in Waipahu,” says

Barbara Tom, Waipahu Com-

munity Coalition Chair. 

The course begins on

Waipahu Street and heads

north towards Manager’s

Drive. From there, participants

will travel along Hiapo Street

and end their run above the en-

trance to the Hawaii Plantation

Village.

This drug-free event is

sponsored by the Waipahu

Community Association,

Waipahu Community Coali-

tion, Waipahu Weed & Seed,

Hawaiian Electric Company

Inc., Hawaii’s Plantation Vil-

lage, First Hawaiian Bank and

Target. For more information

about the Waipahu Cane Haul

Run, please call 354-3663. 
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M
ANILA, Philippines

- The United States

h a s  a l l o c a t e d

$480,000 grant to the Philip-

pine government for its peace

building projects, Presidential

Adviser on the Peace Process

Avelino Razon Jr. said yester-

day.

Razon said he was in-

formed by the United Nations

Development Program that the

US extended a grant of

$480,000 to the Philippine

government to support the

construction of 31 develop-

ment projects in conflict-af-

fected areas in Luzon and the

Visayas.

He said the grant would

greatly enhance the peace-

building program of the gov-

ernment in tandem with

UNDP.

“The project is a joint ef-

fort of the UNDP’s Conflict

Prevention and Peace Building

Program (CPPBP) and the Of-

fice of the Presidential Adviser

on the Peace Process

(OPAPP). Completion of these

projects will be in 2011,”

Razon said.

Razon said the projects

are anchored on components

such as policy and program de-

velopment, capacity building

and community empowerment.

He said these includes

studies on peace building ef-

forts, a peace journalism work-

shop for media practitioners,

healing and reconciliation

seminars for social workers

dealing with former rebels,

training on sustainable agricul-

ture for farmers in Samar, and

construction of high school

buildings in Iloilo.

The CPPBP is one of

four of the government’s col-

laborative programs with the

UNDP and is being imple-

mented by OPAPP. 

“It operates on a policy

framework based on strategic

partnerships with key govern-

ment agencies, local govern-

ment units (LGUs), civil

society organizations, the

academe and community-

based peace builders,” Razon

said.

Razon said the CPPBP

hopes to mainstream peace

building, conflict prevention,

and human security in develop-

ment processes; capacitate key

actors to enable them to pre-

vent, manage and resolve con-

flicts and to build peace and

human security; and ensure that

affected communities have im-

proved access to basic services,

increased income and increas-

ingly participate in governance.

He said 19 project partners

have been cooperating in the

CPPBP composed of eight civil

society organizations, three ac-

ademic institutions, and eight

OPAPP units working with var-

ious LGUs which includes the

Assisi Foundation, Concerned

Citizens of Abra for Good

Governance, Center for Public

Resource Management, GZO

Peace Institute, ILAWAN, Inc.,

Paghiliusa sa Paghidaet Negros

(PsPN), Sulong CARHRIHL,

Philippine Coalition to Protect

Children Involved in Armed

Conflict (Protect CIAC), Third

World Studies Center, UP

Visayas Foundation, Inc., and

the Institute for Strategic and

D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s .

(www.philstar.com)

By Jose Rodel Clapano
Wednesday, July 22, 2009  

US Allots $480,000 for RP Peace-
Building Projects 

destabilizing impact on the

Philippines.

He said several factors tie

the US more closely to the

Philippines than any other coun-

try in Southeast Asia: a long,

shared history of struggle, the

1951 Mutual Defense Treaty,

current cooperation against ter-

rorists in Mindanao, and even

extensive family connections.

“President Arroyo’s meet-

ing at the White House will be

an opportunity for President

Obama to reaffirm these ties.

He should also be clear, how-

ever, that his respect for Presi-

dent Arroyo is grounded in the

constitutional order of the

Philippines and the office she

holds,” Lohman said.
(www.philstar.com)

M
ANILA, Philippines

- While President Ar-

royo’s meeting at the

White House next week will be

an opportunity for US President

Barack Obama to reaffirm RP-

US ties, a US think tank urged

Obama to be “clear” about what

he will say to his counterpart so

it will not be interpreted as sup-

port for unconstitutional exten-

sion of her term or a change in

the Constitution to allow her

continued leadership.

Walter Lohman, director of

the Asian Studies Center at The

Heritage Foundation, said in his

analysis “Time for the Admin-

istration to Turn to Substance in

Southeast Asia” that Thailand

and the Philippines are democ-

racies whose people have the

freedom to change their gov-

ernments through the ballot

box.

Lohman said a continued

leadership of Arroyo, who is

savaged in the press on a daily

basis and every year she is put

through the paces of an im-

peachment vote, will have

Obama Cautioned on
Talks with GMA 
By Jose Rodel Clapano
Wednesday, July 22, 2009  

Dir. Walter Lohman
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T
he Philippines’ top business

leaders recently met for a key

meeting to lead efforts to save

Pasig River through the Kapit Bisig para

sa Ilog Pasig (KBPIP) project.

The movers and shakers in the

Philippine business community make

up the Advisory Board of Kapit Bisig

para sa Ilog Pasig, the newest project

of ABS-CBN Foundation in partner-

ship with the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources through

the Pasig River Rehabilitation Com-

mission.

Those who attended the meeting

were Ayala Corp. president and chief

operating officer Fernando Zobel, San

Miguel Corp. president and COO

Ramon Ang, Aboitiz Transport System

president and CEO Endika Aboitiz,

ABS-CBN president and COO Charo

Santos-Concio, SM Investments vice

chairman Tessie Coson-Sy represented

by SM Foundation executive director

Debbie Sy, Philippine Daily Inquirer

president and CEO Sandy Prieto-Ro-

mualdez, Philippine STAR editor-in-

chief Isaac Belmonte, Globe Asiatique

president Delfin Lee, Herma Group of

Co. president and CEO Hermie Es-

guerra, Manila Water president Rene Al-

mendraz, and Maynilad president Babes

Singson. 

The Pasig River is 15.5 miles long

and divides Metro Manila into two. The

river used to be an important transport

route in Spanish Manila, but due to neg-

ligence and industrial development, it

has become very polluted and unable to

sustain life. The KBPIP project aims to

rehabilitate the Pasig River and its tribu-

taries, and for its initial salvo will focus

its efforts on Estero de Paco this year.

“Cleaning of Estero de Paco is very

important,” says Gina Lopez, managing

director of ABS-CBN Foundation. “If

we do it in Paco, we will show it can be

done. That success will snowball and

pave the way for other possibilities.”

KBPIP officials have already begun

the voluntary relocation of squatters

along the banks of Estero de Paco. The

families have been moved to “Bayani-

juan sa Calauan,” the official resettle-

ment site of KBPIP in Laguna.

The National Housing Authority

and ABS-CBN Foundation signed a

memorandum of agreement to co-man-

age the 107-hectare Calauan site.

“I am glad that ABS-CBN Founda-

tion has invaluable partners,” Lopez

says. “Working together really renders

significant results. With such strong back-

ing from the private sector and media, I

have no doubt that we will be able to

clean this river.” (Good News Pilipinas)

Pasig River Clean-Up Unites
Top Business Leaders
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Budget Deficit Soars to P153.4 Billion 

M
etro MANILA,

Philippines - The

country incurred a

budget deficit of P153.4 billion

during the first six months of

this year, a sharp 752.2 percent

increase from the P18 billion

deficit recorded in the same pe-

riod last year on the back of de-

clining tax collections and

accelerated spending amidst the

slowing economy.

Despite the increase in the

deficit for the six-month period,

Finance Secretary Margarito

Teves said the budget gap was

still P1.7-billion below the

P155.1-billion deficit target for

the period.

The government posted the

deficit as revenue agencies failed

to meet their collection targets

which officials attributed to the

impact of the worldwide eco-

nomic crisis.

Total revenues from January

to June amounted to P545.7 bil-

lion or P35.7 billion lower than

the P581.4 billion target while

expenditures amounted to

P699.1 billion, also P37.4 billion

lower than the target for the pe-

riod.

Of the total revenues, the

Bureau of Internal Revenue

(BIR) collected P375.6 billion

during the period, P12.8 billion

lower than the programmed

amount due mainly to a slower

than projected economic growth.

The Bureau of Customs, for

its part, generated P104.8 billion

or lower than the target by P20.1

billion, mostly because of the

significant 35 percent drop in

imports.

Other offices collected

P35.2 billion in revenues, also

lower than the target by P3.8 bil-

lion. Only the Bureau of the

Treasury surpassed its target

with an income of P30.1 billion,

higher than program by P1 bil-

lion, Teves said.

With the P153.4-billion

deficit for the first half of the

year, Teves said the 2009 deficit

ceiling remains achievable.

“We are hopeful that we will

remain on track with our deficit

program of P250 billion or 3.2

percent of gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP) this year,” Teves said.

The 2009 deficit ceiling has

been revised from a previous

program of P199.2 billion.

For the month of June, the

government incurred a budget

deficit of P30.2 billion, revers-

ing the P800 million surplus

posted during the same month

last year.

Total revenues for the month

amounted to P89.6 billion,

slightly up by 2.3 percent com-

pared to June last year while ex-

penditures reached P119.8

billion, an increase of 38 percent

By Iris C. Gonzales/ 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009    

from a year ago level.

Of the total revenues, the

BIR collected P60.4 billion, up

by 11.7 percent from last year

while BOC collections reached

P20.3 billion or down by 18.5

percent compared to last year.

The income of the BTr,

meanwhile, was also down by

46.8 percent to P2.2 billion

while other offices posted an in-

crease in income of almost 50

percent to P6.6 billion in June.

Teves said both the BIR and

the BOC are vigorously pursu-

ing their action plans to im-

prove revenue collection.

“These administrative measures

by our revenue agencies are ex-

pected to raise additional col-

lection of as much as P30

billion this year,” he said.

(www.philstar.com)

M
ANILA, Philippines -

The Department of

Agriculture (DA) is

planning to negotiate for more

market access of Philippine

mangoes to Canada and Europe.

Agriculture Secretary

Arthur Yap said they would con-

tinue to engage in bilateral and

multilateral negotiations, and un-

dertake aggressive marketing

campaigns through agricultural

attachés to further expand ex-

ports to traditional markets and

open up new ones, including

Canada and Europe, where thou-

face difficulty in gaining access

to the Australian market.

The Philippines, Yap said, is

now awaiting formal recognition

from BioSecurity Australia to

pave the way for mango exports

to that country.

Aside from engaging in bi-

lateral and multilateral talks to

gain more market access for

Philippine mangoes, Yap said

the government would continue

to help reduce the costs of ship-

ping goods to markets overseas.

The DA, likewise, would

help mango exporters conduct

pesticide residue analysis.

The Philippines exported

20,824 metric tons (MT) of fresh

mangoes in 2008 worth $19.539

million.

Dried mango exports

reached 1,028 MT valued at

$7.475 million, while processed

mango exports totaled 11,334

MT valued at $13.684 million

last year. (www.philstar.com)

DA Seeks More Access for RP Mangoes to 
Canada, Europe 
By Marianne V. Go/ 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009  

M
ANILA, Philippines

-- The Filipino-

American activist al-

legedly abducted and tortured

by the military is in the country

to pursue the case against her

captors. 

Melissa Roxas, a member

of militant Bayan-US, arrived

last night at the Ninoy Aquino

International Airport. She was

accompanied by a 10-person

delegation from the California-

Nevada Conference of the

United Methodist Church. 

The group flew in for a

human rights fact-finding mis-

sion.

Roxas said that she was re-

turning to pursue her case, not

just for herself but for other vic-

tims of human rights abuses. 

Commission on Human

Rights (CHR) chairman Leila

de Lima and other legislators,

party-list representatives and

human rights advocacy organi-

zations met Roxas and her

group upon their arrival. 

Bayan secretary general

Renato Reyes Jr. said Roxas

briefly answered questions from

the media before she was taken

under the protective custody of

the CHR. Roxas will testify be-

fore the CHR on July 23. 

The Fil-Am activist will

also appear before the Court of

Appeals on July 30 for her peti-

tion for a writ of amparo. 

The US chapter of the

Bagong Alyansang Makabayan,

meanwhile, is readying protest

actions urging the US govern-

ment to withdraw aid for the Ar-

royo administration in light of

the alleged human rights

abuses. 

Roxas claimed she and two

other activists were abducted

last May in La Paz, Tarlac, al-

legedly by the military. She said

she was blindfolded and

brought to a detention facility –

a place she believed was inside

a military camp -- where she

was tortured. 

Roxas was released six

days later. (www.philstar.com)

Fil-Am Activist Back in
RP to Pursue Case vs
Military 
By Dennis Carcamo/ 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009  

sands of Filipino expatriates now

reside.

According to Yap, Canada

and Europe would be welcome

additions to the country’s list of

new export markets that include

the Netherlands, South Korea,

the Middle East, Hawaii and

Guam.

“We should also keep in

mind that in negotiating for mar-

ket access, it is a must that we re-

main vigilant in protecting and

safeguarding our mango farms

from mango seed and pulp wee-

vil infestation,” Yap said.

Philippine mangoes are

mostly sold in Asia, the US and

European markets, with Japan

and Hong Kong (which is the

gateway to the mainland China

market) absorbing nearly 90 per-

cent of the current export vol-

ume.

The world export market for

mangoes is expected to grow by

10% annually over the next two

years.

Yap noted that the Philip-

pines already scored significant

breakthroughs in surveys spon-

sored by the US Department of

Agriculture and the Australian

Agency for International Devel-

opment (AusAid), which all

proved the absence of mango

pulp weevil (MPW) and mango

seed weevil (MSW) in selected

areas in Luzon and Mindanao.

In the Australian-funded

survey in Davao del Sur, which

was conducted from September

2006 through June 2007 using

181,000 fruit samples, experts

found the province to be free

from mango pulp and seed wee-

vils.

Because of sanitary and

phytosanitary issues, Philippine

mangoes and fruits continue to
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PHILIPPINE NEWS

M
ANILA, Philippines

-- Pampanga Gov.

Ed Panlilio said God

has called him to run in the

2010 presidential race. 

Panlilio, a suspended

priest, said he has been praying

for guidance and "felt" that

God wants him to go for the

presidency. 

"Noong nagpasya po ako

na i-offer ang aking sarili, I felt

at peace. I'm doing this not for

me, not for myself. I felt God

wanted me to go on a higher

service...After a period of dis-

God Called Me to Run for President – Panlilio 
By Dennis Carcamo/ 
Tuesday, July 21, 2009  

cernment, I said 'God is calling

to run for the presidency',"

Panlilio said during a forum in

Manila today. 

Panlilio said he will defi-

nitely file his certificate of can-

didacy (COC) on or before

Nov. 30, the deadline for the

filing of COC set by the Com-

mission on Elections. 

"I'm ready for all the con-

sequences, including dispensa-

tion from priesthood," the

Pampanga governor said. 

Panlilio believes that the

so-called civil society and

Catholic bishops will support a

candidate with moral values, a

good platform of government,

and "someone who is compe-

tent and who surrounds himself

with good people." 

He, however, stressed that

he does not expect the bishops

or the Catholic Bishops' Con-

ference of the Philippines to

support his candidacy. 

"I don't expect the Catholic

bishops to campaign for me be-

cause they will not do that,"

Panlilio said. 

The CBCP hierarchy has

earlier opposed any of its

members or clerics to go into

politics as it violates the laws

of the Catholic Church. 

Panlilio reiterated that he is

willing to go back to priest-

hood if he loses the presiden-

tial race. 

Once elected as president,

Panlilio said his administration

would focus on the areas of

livelihood, health, food secu-

rity, and would address the

problem of insurgency and cor-

ruption. 

Among those who will be

appointed in the Panlilio Cabi-

net will be former Department

of Social Welfare and Devel-

opment Secretary Dinky Soli-

man and lawyer Tony Lavinia

of Ateneo College of Law, the

Pampanga governor said.

(www.philstar.com)

OFWs in Afghanistan Crash Defied Ban
- OWWA

M
ANILA, Philippines -

The 10 overseas Fil-

ipino workers (OFWs)

killed in a helicopter crash in

Afghanistan had defied the gov-

ernment ban on deployment to

war-torn countries, the Overseas

Workers’   Welfare Administra-

tion (OWWA) said yesterday.

OWWA chief Carmelita

Dimzon said the 10 OFWs were

deployed to work in the Middle

East in 2004 but apparently

slipped into Afghanistan as ille-

gal workers.

“Based on our records, they

had already returned (to the

Philippines) after working in

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab

Emirates and Iraq, but left again

as tourists first week of July,”

Dimzon said.

The 10 workers had entered

Dubai as tourists, she added.

Dimzon said the OWWA is

still trying to determine how the

workers ended up in Afghanistan

from Dubai.

The Philippines has banned

its workers from Afghanistan,

but many still find employment

at military bases there.

In March, a Filipino carpen-

ter at Kandahar Air Base was re-

portedly killed in a rocket attack.

The 10 Filipinos killed Sun-

day had been working at the

North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-

tion (NATO) base for several

years. They did not return to the

Philippines because the govern-

ment had imposed a ban on

travel to Afghanistan, according

to Dimzon.

Labor Secretary Marianito

Roque said their initial investi-

gation showed the 10 Filipino

workers were hired by a US firm

to work at the NATO base in

Afghanistan.

Reports said 16 out of 21

people aboard the Russian-

owned civilian Mi-8 helicopter

were killed when it slammed

into the tarmac at Kandahar Air

Base shortly after takeoff.

Roque said he has instructed

the Philippine Overseas Labor

Office (POLO) in Washington to

make the necessary arrange-

ments for the immediate return

of the remains.

According to Roque, all the

Filipino fatalities have been

identified.

Among those killed was

Marvin Najera of San Fernando,

Pampanga, whose father Ed-

uardo is also working in

Afghanistan.

The other fatalities included

Ely Cariño of Cabusao, Ca-

marines Sur; Manolito Hornilla

of Taysan, Batangas; Mark

Joseph Mariano of Florid-

ablanca, Pampanga; Celso Car-

alde of Butuan City; Rene D.

Taboclaon (Cagayan de Oro

City), Recardo E. Vallejos (Bis-

lig, Surigao del Sur) and Noli M.

Visda, of Lubao, Pampanga.

Although it was apparent

that the 10 Filipinos were ille-

gally deployed, Roque said the

Philippine government would

still provide the necessary as-

sistance.

President Arroyo ordered

the Department of Foreign Af-

fairs (DFA) to extend all possi-

ble assistance to the families of

the victims.

Press Secretary Cerge Re-

monde said that the directive

was given to DFA undersecre-

tary for migrant workers affairs

Esteban Conejos who attended

yesterday’s Cabinet meeting in

Surigao.

Conejos said Philippine

diplomatic officials from neigh-

boring Pakistan have arrived in

the Afghan capital, Kabul, to

help identify the bodies and

repatriate them.

He said the victims’ next of

kin were informed yesterday.

“Our priority now is to work

closely with the employer and

the relevant authorities to iden-

tify the remains and cause their

repatriation and ensure that all

benefits due the workers are paid

to their families,” Conejos said. 

He said the DFA will help

the Department of Labor and

Employment (DOLE) and the

Philippine Overseas Employ-

ment Administration (POEA)

to find out how the 10 Filipinos

e n d e d  u p  w o r k i n g  i n

Afghanistan, notwithstanding

the deployment ban.

Assurances
It was initially reported that

Fluor Co., a US-based company,

hired the 10 Filipinos despite the

existing ban on deployment to

Afghanistan.

Roque, however, said they

are still confirming if Fluor

Corp. was the real employer of

the 10 Filipinos.

Fluor Corp., on the other

hand, denied having employed

the 10 Filipino fatalities, de-

scribing initial reports as “erro-

neous.”

Fluor spokesman Keith

Stephens clarified the 10 Fil-

ipino workers were employed by

subcontractor AIM Group Inc., a

US-based construction firm.

According to Stephens, the

accident occurred inside Kan-

dahar Air Force Base’s secured

p e r i m e t e r  i n  s o u t h e r n

Afghanistan but no military

and Fluor employees were on-

b o a r d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .
(www.philstar.com)

By Mayen Jaymalin/ 
Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Gov. Ed “Among Ed”Panlilio
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Wang was 22 years old and had

aged out.

Wang’s father filed a sec-

ond preference petition for her

and he requested that Wang be

assigned a priority date of De-

cember 28, 1992.  The BIA

ruled that the automatic conver-

sion provision of the CSPA did

not apply because there was no

available category to which the

petition could be converted, as

no category existed for the

niece of a U.S. citizen.  And the

priority date retention did not

apply because the 4th prefer-

ence and the 2nd preference pe-

titions were filed by different

petitioners.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been
practicing law for over 30 years. For
further information, you may call him
at (212) 695 5281 or log on to his web-
site at www.seguritan.com

nder the Child

Status Protection

Act (CSPA), a

child who has

turned 21 may

under certain cir-

cumstances be still considered

as under 21 for immigration

purposes. Freezing the child’s

age will reduce the green card

wait by many years.

This occurs, for instance,

when a U.S. citizen parent peti-

tions an unmarried child before

he/she turns 21 but his/her ad-

justment of status or admission

as an immigrant takes place

cannot meet the requirement for

freezing his/her age at below 21?

The CSPA provides that if

the age of the alien is determined

to be 21 or older, the alien’s pe-

tition shall be automatically con-

verted to the appropriate

category and he/she shall retain

the priority date issued upon re-

ceipt of the original petition.

This automatic conversion

provision was favorably inter-

preted by the Board of Immi-

gration Appeals (BIA) in the

non-precedent decision of Mat-

ter of Garcia.  In that case, Gar-

cia was the derivative

beneficiary of a family-based

4th preference petition filed on

January 13, 1983 for her mother

by her mother’s sister when

Garcia was just 9 years old.

When a visa number became

available for her mother, she

By Reuben S. Seguritan

U

BIA Limits Benefits for Aged-Out
Children
after reaching 21.

It also occurs when a per-

manent resident parent is the

beneficiary of a visa petition or

files a visa petition for his/her

child under 21.  The number of

days between the filing of the

petition and the approval is sub-

tracted from the child’s age on

the date that the priority date of

the child or the parent becomes

current.  If the difference is less

than 21 years, the child benefits

from the CSPA.  

An additional requirement

to avail of the CSPA benefit is

that he/she must have sought to

acquire the status of a lawful

permanent resident within one

(1) year of the visa number

availability.

What happens if the child

was already 22 and had aged

out.

Her mother obtained an im-

migrant visa in 1996 and filed a

petition for her in 1997.  The

issue was which priority date

should be assigned to her peti-

tion – January 13, 1983 or 1997?

The BIA said that it was January

13, 1983 because the 1983 peti-

tion automatically converted to

a second preference petition.

But last June 16, the BIA

reached a different conclusion in

the precedent case of Matter of

Wang.

In that case, the father of

Wang was the beneficiary of a

4th preference petition filed by

his sister on December 28, 1992

when Wang was still 10 years

old.  In 2005, the father’s prior-

ity date became current and he

became a permanent resident.

LEGAL NOTES

GLOBAL NEWS

T
he Philippine Embassy

in Madrid welcomed

the first group of Fil-

ipino nurses deployed in the

northern Basque area of Spain.

The Embassy held a brief-

ing for the nurses on 19 July

and also extended consular

services to Filipino residents in

the nearby Getxo-Bilbao area.

The group was briefed on local

Basque culture, as well as

Spanish labor laws and condi-

tions. Fifteen of the 27 nurses

are from the province of Nueva

Vizcaya in the Philippines,

while the remaining 12 are

from other provinces.

The deployment of Fil-

ipino health workers in Spain

is part of the RP-Spain Memo-

randum of Understanding on

Migration Flows signed in

June 2006. Under the agree-

ment, Spain opened its doors to

Filipino health care workers.

The Filipino nurses will

initially work as nursing assis-

tants and caregivers in four

homes for the elderly. They

have a one-year renewable

contract.

The Spanish Ministry of

Education will evaluate, for

accreditation purposes, the

nurses’ college degrees within

a period of six to nine months.

After receiving the official ac-

creditation, they will be able to

practice their profession and

will earn the same salary as

regular Spanish nurses.

The demand in Spain for

foreign nurses remains high.

To date, there are about 190

Filipino nurses working in the

Madrid area. The Philippine

Embassy is talking with

prospective Spanish employers

on the employment of more

Filipinos in the health sector.

(DFA)

Philippine Embassy in
Madrid Welcomes
Filipino Nurses T

he Philippines was a

participant for the first

time at the 2009 Na-

tional Arts Festival in Graham-

stown, South Africa, which

was held from July 2-11 2009. 

Now in its 35th year, the

South African National Arts

Festival is one of the most im-

portant events on the country’s

cultural calendar and the

biggest annual celebration of

the arts on the African conti-

nent. 

Seven Philippine films

were shown at the Olive

Shreiner Hall of the Monument

as part of the Main Film Pro-

gramme of the National Arts

Festival. “Maynila sa Kuko ng

Liwanag” was the opening film

shown on July 3. 

The Filipino movies

screened included “Manila in

the Claws of Darkness”

(Maynila sa Kuko ng Li-

wanag); “Baler” by Mark

Meily; “Peeping” (Silip) by El-

wood Perez; “Third World

Hero” by Mike De Leon; the

comedy “Crying Ladies” by

Mark Meily; “Santa Santita”

by Laurice Guillen; and

“Manoro” by Brillante Men-

doza. 

Despite the fact that Philip-

pine films are not popular in

South Africa, “Crying Ladies”

surprisingly captured the inter-

est of the audience.

The Philippines also par-

ticipated in the Main Music

Program of the Festival as Gra-

hamstown-based Filipina pi-

anist Mariel Ilusorio performed

with Chilean violinist Juan

Luis Muñoz and three South

African vocalists. Ilusorio pre-

sented a program of works for

solo piano, voice and violin in-

troducing Philippine culture

and classical music. 

After the concert, the audi-

ence expressed their apprecia-

tion of Philippine music and

praised the artists for their out-

standing performance. (DFA)

Philippines Participates in the 2009
South African National Arts Festival
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PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

ni Amado Yoro

ILOKO

aytoy ti maysa a

reperensia: First

UFCH Convention

held on June 19,

20, 21, 1959, prior

to that, Ambassa-

dor Juan C. Dioni-

sio, Sr. started the campaign in

September 1957 in order to

unite the Filipino leaders repre-

senting Filipino civic clubs

throughout the Territory. Am-

bassador Dionisio facilitated the

“gathering of the eagles”

through face-to-face dialogues. 

Da Anastacio Luis, Big Is-

land, Marcelino Francisco,

Kauai, Liberato Abado, Lanai,

Rafael Cabebe, Maui, Antonio

Abrahano, Molokai, Justo dela

Cruz, Oahu. ti nagpaay a daulo

dagiti nadumaduma nga isla. Ni

HPD Lt. Roland Sagum  ti nag-

paay a chairman iti umuna a

kombension a naangay iti

Hawaiian Village Hotel. Ni

Sagum ti nabotosan nga umuna

a presidente ti UFCH a nag-

paayanna iti 1959-1961.

Aganay a 150 ti delegado

ket ti convention theme: “State-

hood and the Filipinos in

Hawaii”. [ Agosto 21, 1959 idi

nagbalin ti Hawaii a 50th State

of the Union, kalpsan ti Alaska,

49th state] Naangay met ti

umuna a.Miss Hawaii Filipina

babaen ti Fiesta Filipina Project.

Ni Leticia Quintal ti umuna a

Miss Hawaii Filipina 1959.

Kangrunaan a panggep ti
pannakabuangay ti UFCH: "To
unite all Filipino organizations
in Hawaii. To preserve Filipino
culture and to enrich Filipino
tradition. To appreciate the Fil-
ipina beauty by Filipina pag-
e a n t .  T o  s t r e n g t h e n
camaraderie, to get more or-
ganized and get more involved
in all aspects of social, political,
economic, agricultural, educa-
tion, science, arts, medicine,
and others. To make more visi-
ble in all aspects of endeavor, to
unify forces, to be heard and
achieve common goals"

Nanipud idin, simmaruno

pay dagiti tinawen a komben-

sion a nakapilian dagiti nag-

sisinnublat/sukat a maraem a

lallaki a daulo.

Iti historia ti UFCH, ni

laeng businesswoman a com-

munity leader Maggie Domingo

ti immuna ken kakaisuna pay la

a nagpresidente[1990-1992 ken

1996-1998]. Isuna pay laeng

[ditoy Oahu] ti kaaktibuan a

nagUFCH president iti agdama

kaaduan kadagiti aktibidad,

PCFHI, PCCCH, OFCC, FCC,

iti negosio, radio, media, gi-

mong dagiti babbai ken adu

pay. 

Umuna a Mrs. Hawaii Fil-

ipina Contest idi panawen ni

Bert  Ugalino. Kas iti namna-

maen ni Ugalino: Kanayon a

makurkurangan ti pondo ti

scholarship fund para kadagiti

deserving student, masapul nga

aramidentayo daytoy ta dak-

dakkel ti 'petaka' ti misis, aglalo

Panagtitipon Dagiti Agila Hunio 1959

GLOBAL NEWS

T
he Philippine Embassy

in Hanoi reports the use

of Filipinas as “mules”

in the drug trade by a Nigerian

syndicate has increased signifi-

cantly. 

Embassy officials say that

contacts in China have offered

unsuspecting Filipinas a job that

involves traveling from the

Philippines to China via Ho Chi

Minh City in Vietnam. The con-

tact buys the plane ticket and

upon her arrival will ask the Fil-

ipina to bring along a present

with her to China. The unsus-

pecting Filipina, now a “mule,”

agrees and proceeds via bus to

China. 

The Embassy learned of the

drug trade from a Filipina who

was stranded in Vietnam after a

miscommunication with her

contacts. 

The Philippine

Embassy in Bei-

jing also warned

Filipinos to not

allow themselves

to be used as drug

couriers by drug

syndicates. China

and other countries

strictly impose

harsh penalties

against persons

caught in posses-

sion of or trafficking of prohib-

ited or dangerous drugs. In

China, trafficking of 50 grams

or more of prohibited drugs

may be punishable by 15 years

in prison, life imprisonment or

even the death penalty. 

In 2008 alone, 111 Fil-

ipinos—almost all of whom are

women—were arrested for

drug-related offenses in China,

Hong Kong and

Macau. This was a

594 percent increase

compared to the 16

Filipinos arrested in

2007. Of those ar-

rested in 2007 and

2008, 22 were im-

posed the death

penalty, 12 were

meted a life sentence,

while 11 received

prison sentences of

15-16 years’ imprisonment. 

In this regard, the Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs reiter-

ates its earlier warning to all

Filipinos traveling abroad to re-

frain from engaging in drug

smuggling activities and also

not to accept packages from

other people without knowing

the contents of the said pack-

ages. (DFA)

RP Embassy in Hanoi Warns on Use
of Filipinas in Drug Trafficking

no pabolsaan ni mister! Kan-

grunaan a nangidaulo da Annie

Corpuz, Maggie Domingo ken

Joe Lazo ken dadduma pay. Ni

Acela Garcia ti umuna a Mrs.

Hawaii Filipina 1988. Daytoy ti

namataudan ti dakkel a pondo

para iti Scholarship Program.

NI JEMA GERONIMO

'Jem' ti agdama a Mrs. Hawaii

Filipina 2009. "To connect back

with my roots and my home-

town that I left when I came to

Hawaii when I was at 3rd

grade," kinuna ni Jem no apay a

nakisalip iti kina-Mrs. Hawaii

Filipina.

Tubo iti Bacarra, Ilocos

Norte ti amana ket Vintar, Ilo-

cos Norte met ti inana. Dua ti

annakda ken ni Mel Geronimo.

Real Estate and Certified Resi-

dential Specialist ni Jem.

Panggepna ti agsubli nga ag-

basa tapno gun-odenna iti MBA

ken panggepna nga ipataray ti

bukodna a real estate business.

Maysa a Reserve US Army,

100th Battalion. Kameng iti

Aiea Lioness Club, Toastmaster

Club, Kapolei Chamber of

Commerce.

Paggaayatna iti craftmak-

ing, stamping ken reading. 

=====000000=====

Ni Atty. Tony Ramil

nangilungalong ti umuna a pan-

nakapadayaw dagiti Sakada

[Sacada Award] ken UFCH

Progress Award, 1988-1990

=====000000=====

• No saankami nga agriro,

adda metten dagiti kakabsat

a babbai a nagbise presi-

dente ti UFCH: AGRIFINA

C A B E B E ,  A U R E A

TAGORDA, ANGIE BOR-

ROMEO

=====000000=====

• Umuna a  UFCH Conven-

tion a naangay iti ruar ti

Hawaii idi Hulio 2008 idiay

Las Vegas, Nevada. Ditoy a

nabotosan a presidente ni

Eddie Agas, Sr. kaduana da

Angie Borromeo, bise pres-

idente, ken dadduma pay.

=====000000=====

Saludo ken pananglugay
kadagiti nagpaay a Presi-
dente Ti UFCH

Dagiti sumaganad: 

Roland D. Sagum+ 1959-1961
Justo Dela Cruz+ 1961-1962
Nicanor Domingo+ 1962-1963
Diosdado Avecilla+ 1963-1965
Gelacio Daoang+ 1965-1966
Frank Farinas+ 1966-1967
Jose Sanidad 1967-1969
Manuel Guillermo+ 1969-1970
Mario Bautista 1970-1971
Flaviano Leomo+ 1971-1972 
Dave Paco+ 1972-1973
Henry Manayan 1973-1975
Gene Albano 1975-1976
Jake Manegdeg 1976-1977
Pat Esclito, Jr. 1977-1978

Jake Manegdeg 1978-1979
Pete Ramos+ 1979-1981
Dave Paco+ 1981-1982
Virgilio Agcolicol 1982-1984
Francisco Ugale 1984-1986
Bert Ugalino 1986-1988
Tony Ramil 1988-1990
Maggie Domingo 1990-1992
Zachary Labez 1992-1994
Rick Manayan 1994-1995
Oscar Portugal 1995-1996
Maggie Domingo 1996-1998
Don Alvarez 1998-2000
Greg Peros 2000-2001
Dwayne Bueno 2001-2003
Don Guzman 2003-2004
Don Alvarez 2004-2006
Bryan Andaya 2006-2008
Eddie Agas, Sr. 2008 present
( + = Deceased)

ITI KOMBENSION iti

Molokai ita a 2009, kas ta-

pogantayo ti sabali a limapulo a

tawen ti UFCH, isaganaantayo

ti nawadwada, nalawlawag ken

nabalballigi a masakbayan.

Dayta ti gun-oden ti mapasun-

gadan a UFCH Centennial Cel-

ebration 2059.

=====000000=====

Kablaaw met kadagiti appo a
Cabugenios itoy maika-5 a
Reunionda ita a Hulio 17,18,19.
2009.

Sangaili ni Gobernador DV

Savellano iti Ilocos Sur.

Kablaaw pay ken ni Mrs.

Rose Sabangan a Mrs. Cabu-

genios 2009.

D

RP Embassy in Hanoi
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E-MAIL 
YOUR NEWS
RELEASES,

ORGANIZATION
NEWS AND

COMMUNITY
EVENTS TO

filipinochronicle
@gmail.com.

RENTAL

CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SMALL BUSINESS & CAP-
TURING YOUR SHARE OF THE
STIMULUS DOLLARS / FRIDAY
August 14, 2009 ● 10 - 2 pm ● Ala

Moana Hotel - Hibiscus Room ● Cost:

$60 ● RSVP: 547-2700 no later than

August 10

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MOBILE DJ, BAND, PHOTOGRAPHER AND
VIDEO KARAOKE, HULA, SOUNDS 
AVAILABLE call 808-382-9495

VARIOUS OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT
Located in Waipahu.  
Call 678-8930 for details.

I NEED HELP
Elder care/domestic, in exchange for room in my
Ewa home.Must be reliable /female. 
Please contact Lynn at 271-0885

WANTED YARDMAN
Looking for a yardman to work at my Nuuanu
home.  Exchange for a free room including utili-
ties.  Call 531-7377

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! BABYSITTER 
for a 6 year old boy of a Filpino family in Waikiki
Beach/Diamond Head area. Able to drive kid to
and from school (Maryknoll Catholic School) pre-
ferred but not necessary. If you are interested,
please call Angela at (714)6067199.

NON-MEDICAL CAREGIVERS WANTED  
In-house training program for non-certified
candidates. CNA & HHA welcomed.
Part time and full time positions available.
Contact: Lynn at Aloha Home Care Services
Phone: 271-0885

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS WANTED
Experience preferred, Please submit writing
samples or published works and resume to
hfci@hawaii.rr.com

TALK STORY WITH SBA
BUSINESS ACTION CENTER /
MONDAYS
July 6, 13, 20, and 27th ● 10 am -

12 nn ● BAC, 1130 N. Nimitz Hwy,

Ste. 201 ● RSVP: 808 586-2545

BATAAN CATALINA 79TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION / SAT-
URDAY
July 25, 2009 ● For more information,

send email at juncolme@yahoo.com ● 

SBA RESOURCE DAY / TUESDAY
July 28, 2009● 9 am -3 pm ● Honolulu

Federal Credit Union ● RSVP: Jerry Hi-

rata, 541-2990, ext. 210

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS FOR
SMALL MAUI COMPANIES /
TUESDAY
July 28, 2009 ● Noon - 1 pm ● Maui

County Business ResourceCtr ●

RSVP: 808-873-8247

„STARTING A BUSINESS IN MAUI
COUNTY‰ / WEDNESDAY
July 29, 2009 ● Noon -1 pm ●Maui

County Business Resource Ctr ●

RSVP: 808-873-8247

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS /
WEDNESDAY
July 30, 2009 ● 5:30 - 7:30 pm ● Hon-

olulu Zoo ● Cost: $25.00 per person ●

RSVP: www.cochawaii.org by July 24

THE 2009 HAWAII EMPLOY-
MENT LAW SEMINAR / THURS-
DAY
August 6, 2009 ● 8 am - 5 pm ● Hilton

Hawaiian Village ● $325 for members /

$365 for nonmembers (early bird regis-

tration) ● RSVP: July 23, 2009 (website

registration)

JUNE TO AUGUST—Overseas Absentee Voting Registration for Filipino citizens who
wish to vote in the presidential elections in May 2010. Registrants may come to the Con-
sulate in person with their Philippine passports to accomplish the application form.

SIGNIFICANT DATES IN 2009 WHEN THE PHILIPPINE CONSULATE

GENERAL IN HONOLULU WILL HOLD COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS OR

ACTIVITIES. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL EMILY AT 595-6316 EXT 242 
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