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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIAL

isitor arrivals in October were up over 13 percent from last

year, according to data from the Hawaii Tourism Author-

ity. Along with the spike in arrivals was an increase of

nearly 25 percent in visitor spending to nearly $1 billion. 

Despite the surging numbers, many observers feel

that Hawaii is far from being out of the woods. Tem-

pering the news in visitor arrivals were reports that

bankruptcy filings in Hawaii were up 49 percent in November.

Worse yet, Hawaii may stand to lose hundreds of millions in federal

dollars as Congress is slowly moving towards a ban on earmarks or

“pork barrel projects.” Over the years, U.S. Sen. Dan Inouye has

utilized congressionally-directed spending to steer billions of dol-

lars in appropriations towards Hawaii.  

Another economic indicator to keep an eye on is the state’s unem-

ployment rate, which in October remained at 6.4 percent for the fourth

straight month, despite the double-digit gains in tourism. The news from

the State Department of Labor and Industrial Relations shows the uneven

nature of the state’s economic recovery and that any positive momentum

has yet to spread through the broader local economy. 

Most experts are expecting the economy to gradually recover

through 2011. There is added reason for optimism as consumer confi-

dence seems to be on the upswing. Initial reports show that sales during

Black Friday, the biggest shopping day of the year, were significantly

higher compared to previous years. And locally, there may be good rea-

son for optimism and better economic times ahead, especially with the

inauguration of our new mayor and governor. But is it light at the end of

the proverbial tunnel? The truth is, it’s too soon to tell. From our point

of view, until full economic recovery happens, it would be best for Fil-

ipinos to live on less than what they make and put the difference into pay-

ing off personal debt and/or into savings. Doing so creates a stable

foundation for one’s personal finances. Now, if only we could get our

city, state and federal governments to do the same!

t’s daunting enough being a teenager. In addition to

raging hormones, school work and extracurricular

activities, today’s teens face an intense drive to fit in

with their peers and be accepted. The problems are

often compounded for immigrant teens who find that

blending in is not that easy. 

Younger immigrant Filipinos may find it more dif-

ficult to overcome negative stereotypes of their culture, especially

if they are still trying to “find themselves.” Such put-downs can

lead to feelings of low ethnic self-esteem. To fit in, some immi-

grant Filipino youth go to great lengths to distance themselves

from being Filipino. Others experience anxiety related to the cul-

tural gap and the bridge between assimilating in the U.S. and hold-

ing on to their parents’ culture. Teens who rapidly acculturate often

find a disconnect between themselves and the next generation. 

Luckily, there are ways for young Filipinos caught in an iden-

tify crisis to “find themselves.” Those fortunate enough to attend

college can often find acceptance with other Filipino youth via

clubs and other campus organizations. There are a host of these

at the University of Hawaii system. One of them is Sariling

Gawa, a Filipino student group that fosters cultural awareness,

nurtures ethnic pride and empowers youth to develop leadership

skills. At these student clubs, young Filipinos who find them-

selves struggling with an identity crisis encounter peers who can

and will change their perception of what it means to be Filipino. 

The community at-large can also do its part by sponsoring the

activities of such clubs like Sariling Gawa, which typically holds

yearly conferences for high schoolers that promote self-confidence

and increased ethnic pride and identity. Community groups like

the Filipino Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii have gone outside-

the-box and provided mentorships for young Filipinos. Members

volunteer as adult mentors who serve as role models and a source

of inspiration for younger Filipinos. The FCCH’s efforts are spot

on and should be emulated by other Filipino community groups.

By helping others, particularly our young people, we Filipinos will

find that we also uplift ourselves as a community. 
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loha and welcome to the newest

issue of the Hawaii Filipino Chron-

icle—the islands’ leading weekly

Filipino community newspaper! We

trust that you had a very Happy

Thanksgiving with family and

friends. As we gear up for the few

remaining weeks of 2010 and the annual Christmas

rush, let us not forget the less fortunate. Our hearts

go out especially to those children who may go without gifts this Christ-

mas. These children deserve so much more but their families cannot af-

ford to give them what they deserve. So please, when you’re shopping

and pass by the Salvation Army bucket, please drop whatever you can

spare into it. Your donation will put a smile on a child’s face and light

up his or her world this Christmas! 

Speaking of smiles, the appointment of Filipinos to the cabinet of

governor-elect Neil Abercrombie would surely bring smiles to the faces

of many leaders in our Filipino community. Abercrombie is slowly but

surely assembling members of his administration but as of press time,

there has only been one Filipino that he has named—former TV news

reporter Donalyn Dela Cruz as press secretary. As for Honolulu Mayor

Peter Carlisle’s administration, there have been two Filipinos he has

tapped so far. The highest ranking is Gary Cabato, who will become di-

rector of the City’s Department of Parks and Recreation. A second Fil-

ipino is Baybee Hufana-Ablan, who is the acting executive secretary of

the City’s Neighborhood Commission Office. She still needs to be con-

firmed. Mayor Carlisle has also retained Manny Lanuevo as the Deputy

Director of the Department of Environmental Services.  We are hope-

ful that more Filipinos will be tapped into key cabinet-level positions at

both the State and City levels. 

Our cover story for this issue, entitled “Epiphanies of Being Fil-

ipino,” was submitted by Fiedes Doctor, who writes about the experi-

ences of four young Filipinos and how they came to grips with their

identity—and being Filipino. As teens, the four struggled to not only fit

in with their peers but to accept the distinct nuances of their culture and

language. The good news is that as they grew into adulthood, they each

came to embrace their identities as Filipinos. We hope you will enjoy

reading Fiedes’ article, which many of you may identify with. 

One way for our young people to learn more about and appreciate

the rich culture of the Philippines is to bring them to the annual Pasko!

celebration at the Fil-Com Center. Organizers have planned an evening

full of activities that are designed to immerse attendees on the many as-

pects and traditions of a typical Filipino Christmas—just as they would

celebrate Christmas in the Philippines. Mahalo to the many community

groups for their hard work in putting together such a wonderful event!

Please read more on this Pasko! celebration beginning on page 6. 

There are other interesting and informative articles in this jam-

packed issue, which we hope you will take time to read. We again thank

you for your support. Until next time… aloha and mabuhay!

A
I

V

Finding Yourself as a 
Filipino

State of the Economy—
Cautious Optimism
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By Mayor Peter Carlisle

MAYOR’S COLUMN

who have been drinking. Let’s

keep the holidays safe and en-

joyable for everyone.

erry Christmas,

M a l i g a y a n g
Pasko and Mele
Kalikimaka! Best

wishes to all this

Holiday Season,

especially to my good friends in

the Filipino community.

Hawaii’s blend of cultures

and traditions reflects the diver-

sity of our unique island culture.

For many, Christmas is the time

to share holiday cheer and good-

will with family, loved ones,

friends and neighbors. 

This is also a time to re-

member days past, successful

journeys and achievements,

friends and relatives across the

seas and all those who place

themselves in danger to protect

us. As the New Year approaches,

let’s all look forward to a more

peaceful and prosperous future

for everyone and for the safe re-

turn of our service men and

women.

Here at Honolulu Hale,

we’re very pleased to invite

everyone to the City’s annual

Honolulu City Lights celebra-

tion. Our “elves” and their

helpers have been hard at work

filling the interior courtyard,

front lawn and Civic Center

grounds with colorful decora-

tions for everyone to enjoy

through the end of the year.

Be sure to join us on Satur-

day, December 4 for the tradi-

tional tree-lighting ceremony,

Electric Light Parade and holiday

concert. The fun starts at 4 pm

with food booths and keiki rides.

We’ll light the tree at 6 pm. The

parade will follow and the con-

cert will begin at 7:30 p.m., fea-

turing Kapono, Afatia, Mailani,

Jordan Segundo, Ciana Pelekai

and EMKE.

I’m pleased to announce that

the 36th Annual Mayor’s Craft &

Country Fair will be held also on

December 4, from 9 am to 2 pm

in the Neal S. Blaisdell Center

Exhibition Hall’s Hawaii Suites.

Admission is free. The yearly

event features unique handmade

items created by seniors clubs,

along with other exciting arts,

crafts and entertainment.

M

Merry Christmas to All
The fair had originally been

set for another date but was

rescheduled in response to con-

cerns about tax enforcement is-

sues that could have affected

several vendors. The City is

working closely with vendors

and State tax enforcement offi-

cials to address these concerns.

While celebrating the holi-

days, let’s all remember that driv-

ing while impaired by alcohol is

unacceptable. To remind every-

one to drive safe, sober and

buckled up, Mothers Against

Drunk Driving (MADD) is urg-

ing motorists to tie red ribbons to

their vehicles. I strongly support

MADD’s “Tie One On For

Safety” campaign and have dis-

tributed red ribbons to the public

and to City employees.

MADD and I urge party

hosts to offer non-alcoholic bev-

erage options to guests and to

provide alternative transportation

or accommodations for those
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ere in Hawaii, FOB is thick with

meaning. “Fresh off the boat” has

images of a new immigrant having

sailed from some remote island,

dressed in country clothes, with a bayong
(woven bag), a wide-rimmed hat, crude ways

and very thick accent.

H

FOB or Flip, on the main-

land, is the last thing you want

said about you—aside from your

people’s mocha-colored skin, fa-

cial features and food prefer-

ences like bagoong (fish paste),

dogs and balut (duck egg)—es-

pecially when you are young.

You’d rather fit in than stand out.

What follows are stories of

several Filipinos who initially

struggled to find their identity

but in the end empowered them-

selves. They are now proud of

where they come from and

proud of where they are going.

No Longer Afraid
Charissa Fabia, 25, was ex-

cited to soak in the sights and

sounds of Waikiki when she

boarded Bus 42 one summer day

during her pre-teen years. As she

stepped in, white faces stared at

her tiny frame and brown skin.

In an instant, a flood of inferior-

ity enveloped her. 

“I don’t even know why, I

just felt so small and inferior,”

she recalls. “That was one mo-

ment I didn’t want to be Fil-

ipino.”

Something was wrong, she

thought, so she avoided the sun

at all cost to preserve what little

pale skin she had. She wanted to

be Japanese instead—or “some-

one who doesn’t get teased” be-

cause Filipinos ate dogs and

bagoong. They were awkward in

their language and they danced

funny, others had said.

Charissa came to the island

at age 6 and knows how to speak

both Ilocano and Tagalog. Her

family exposed her to Filipino

culture, food, tradition and val-

ues. But her entry to middle

school with a bombardment of

Filipino stereotypes caught her

off guard and made her question

her identity and who she was.

She didn’t want to be an FOB.

“I thought I wasn’t a good

enough person, that I had to be-

come like the Caucasians in

order to be their equal,” she says. 

Moving on to college at the

University of Hawaii exposed

her to a world that answered her

questions about her inferiority

and need for self-confidence.

This changed her pattern of

thinking as she gradually em-

braced her identity as a Filipino,

with brown skin, brown eyes and

an eccentric choice of food. 

Her English classes exposed

her to different authors from

backgrounds similar to the

Philippines in terms of struggle

and helped her search her iden-

tity—not “defined by white cul-

ture but defined by my own

consciousness.” Her Filipino

Pop Culture class was an avenue

for her to “re-learn” and “re-

member” the Filipino struggle in

America.

“It revolutionized my way

of thinking. Like an onion, get-

ting layers of hurt and pain

stripped away as I learn about

our history and the people who

colonized us. It was therapeu-

tic,” she says. 

In class, they read books and

watched videos. One particular

video that grabbed her was an

MTV of a Filipina singing a

song about standing up for her

self. I’m standing up for what I
am…I don’t care about what
other people say about me any-
more, the lyrics said. 

Charissa envied the guts and

confidence and thus said to her-

self: I don’t care what other peo-

ple say anymore. 

“After that, I hit the beach

and got a tan,” she recalls.

“Being a Filipino then was infe-

rior. It was also a moment of

darkness and a moment of hid-

ing myself from who I am.

Being a Filipino now is about

empowerment and freeing my

mind and enjoying the moments

right now and the moments to

come, about discovering my her-

itage.”

Helping her in her continu-

ing road to discovery is the

Nakem Youth Organization—a

place for young Filipinos to ar-

ticulate and find themselves and

help others through language,

dance, song, art and faith. Mem-

bers are personally empowered

and encouraged as they share

their stories and experiences. 

“There is so much to dis-

cover about what it means to be

Filipino. My heart tells me that I

will soon discover what I need to

know and start making changes

within the Filipino community.

My mind is set on it and I am so

ready,” she says. “Now, I am no

longer afraid.”

A Whole New World
“Flip, go back home!” were

the words young Patricia Hala-

gao heard from others while

growing up in a small suburban

city outside of Detroit, Michi-

gan. Her immigrant parents had

brought her to snow and the

white man’s land when she was

still a baby. They came with their

dreams but were welcomed with

discrimination.

“These experiences made

me resent being a Filipino. I was

ashamed of being brown,” Patri-

cia recalls.

Though she lived within a

tight-knit Filipino community,

with positive doses of the culture

such as food, celebrating holi-

days like Christmas and Easter

and going to church, the outside

community’s exclusion of her on

the basis of color and back-

ground pushed her to shame and

self-hatred. She hung out with

non-brown friends and tried to

be more like them. To no avail,

of course.

When her parents moved the

family to California at age 13,

Patricia experienced a sense of

relief and excitement. Never

mind that she already found

friends—anywhere else had to

be more inclusive than Michi-

gan. In high school, she flour-
(continued on page 5)

From left to right: Patricia Halagao, Jamie Felicitas, Charissa Fabia and Janelle Funtanilla

Epiphanies of Being Filipino
By Fiedes Doctor

Photography by Tim LLENA
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ished as a person. She became

involved in conflict resolution

camps and extra curricular activ-

ities like yearbook, student coun-

cil and tennis. 

“But somehow I resisted

joining any ethnic clubs. I didn’t

want to separate myself out,” she

says.

College at Occidental Col-

lege in Los Angeles was the

turning point in her life, when

for the first time, feelings of

shame were verbalized during

sharing time in a culture class. 

“I don’t remember ever ex-

pressing these feelings of self-

hatred until that time,” she says.

A discerning college coun-

selor—also a person of color—

suggested that she start a Filipino

club, an idea that appealed to her. 

“Her understanding of my

need to ‘find myself’ and en-

couragement to start a culture

club was crucial in sending me

down that path to self-discovery

and love,” she says. “I started

down my journey of learning

more about myself, loving my-

self and filling that hole that was

dug out of me.”

Her multicultural experience

with fellow students further so-

lidified her appreciation for her

cultural background and brought

long-lasting friendships.

“I felt like a whole new

world opened up to me. I began

really valuing my parents. I also

arranged my own study abroad

program to study for a semester

at UP Diliman. I wanted to learn

everything about the Philippines

so I took history, politics, sex

and culture, dance, language and

even lived in Ilang-Ilang in a

girls’ dorm. It was an educa-

tional experience in itself—get-

ting to know girls from the rural

Philippines. I felt excited that I

now looked at my ethnicity as a

resource rather than as a hin-

drance or something to hide.”

Patricia has made it her life’s

mission to study culture. She

majored in anthropology and

pursued a teaching degree. Then

moved on to a Master’s degree

in multi-ethnic education and a

Ph.D. in Social Studies.

A course on Filipino Ameri-

can history at the University of

Washington brought to fore an-

other level of her being Fil-

ipino—the activist streak from a

great-great grand uncle, Dr.

Macario Bautista, the first Fil-

ipino doctor in San Joaquin val-

ley and president of the Filipino

American Labor Association

who once led the Asparagus

Strikes. 

“I have an activist in my

blood!” she says. “Now I was

able to connect my roots as an

American.”

From then on, Patricia Hala-

gao become more active. There

was no more sitting on the side-

lines for her. Something had to

happen. 

Together with Timoteo Cor-

dova, an artist and community

activist, they developed Pinoy

Teach, a school-based partner-

ship teacher education program.

They trained college students to

teach multicultural history fo-

cused on Filipino American his-

tory to middle school students in

Seattle and Bellevue. She also

authored the Smithsonian Fil-

ipino American online curricu-

lum to further her work in

Fil-Am pedagogy and curricu-

lum development.

Settling here in Hawaii, at

40, she is presently an associate

professor of multicultural educa-

tion and social studies in the

College of Education at UH and

the project director of The Sistan

C. Alhambra Filipino American

Education Institute. 

Recently, the Institute gath-

ered 24 multicultural teachers

around Oahu to find better ways

to meet the academic, social and

cultural needs of Filipino Amer-

ican students.

“Ultimately, it is my hus-

band AJ and my children for

whom all my work is dedicated.

I don’t want them to ever feel

ashamed of their roots, ethnicity,

appearance or who they are.

Everything I do is to uplift them

and other Filipino American

youth.”

Growing Up
It wasn’t that Janelle

Funtanilla, 21, hated being

Filipino…she just didn’t ap-

preciate it.

“Some of my classmates

were immigrants from the

Philippines. I didn’t want to be

like them because they were Fil-

ipino,” she recalls. “I never re-

ally embraced the culture.”

She hung out instead with

Polynesian and other Pacific Is-

lander friends and joined the

teasing because they “dressed

and talked differently.” Some-

times she ignored the new group

and didn’t talk to them.

Born here from parents who

came to the island as toddlers,

Janelle’s exposure to everything

Filipino came primarily from

grandma who told her stories

about the Philippines and cooked

inabraw (a vegetable dish),

pancit, adobo, pork gisantes,
lumpia, balatong (mongo beans)

and other Filipino meals. Other-

wise, everything was more

“local” for her, so to speak.

Janelle grew up preferring

pizza, pasta,

chicken or Chinese

food although she

did like grandma’s

pinakbet. And she

did know the Fil-

ipino value of hard

work.

Gradually, the

pangs of an identity

crisis crept into her

consciousness and

she started to ques-

tion her life as she

moved from middle

school to high

school and then to

college at the Uni-

versity of Hawaii

where she saw her-

self surrounded by

other skin colors

besides the usual

brown of Kalihi. 

“It was a cul-

ture shock for

me—seeing people

from the main-

land…white peo-

ple,” she says. “So I

bonded together

w i t h  F i l i p i n o

friends.”

Majoring in

Ilocano and psy-

chology, the classes

at the Ilocano de-

partment were a catalyst to

Janelle’s growing knowledge

about accepting her ethnic back-

ground and her being Filipino.

She learned about history, cul-

ture and identity through the

many activities of the club she

became involved in, along with

Timpuyog (togetherness) during

conferences, community service,

drama feasts and outdoor gather-

ings.

“I changed through the

classes I attended. I started look-

ing inside myself, started taking

pride in my being Filipino. It is

ironic because I had to go out of

Kalihi to see what was happen-

ing,” she says. 

There was no single defin-

ing moment for her but rather a

series of events and revelations

during the course of her 21

years. Sometimes fraught with

frustration, she admits.

“When you grow up, your

perspectives change and your at-

titude changes. It took a revolu-

tion for me, not a moment. It was

a long process.”

A video she made for her

American Hip Hop History class

summarizes her story in a nut-

shell. The opening scene shows a

girl who is unsure of herself—is

she Hawaiian or Native Ameri-

can? What follows is a montage

of visuals that were important to

her personal discovery—Fil-

ipino cultural symbols, Kalihi

neighborhood, her high school,

her family and friends. The last

scene shows her proudly ticking

“Filipino.”

What happened to Janelle?

“I grew up,” she says.

“Being a Filipino now is part of

my identity and part of who I

am.”

Feeling More Complete
She didn’t call 911 when she

choked on a fishbone…she

called her grandma. An extra

fishbone from her plate would

immediately be put on her head,

and voila, the foreign object was

spit out. 

Jamie Felicitas, 24, grew up

being exposed to these type of

Filipino eccentricities, including

food and language. She knows

about atang—putting aside a

portion of food for relatives who

have passed on; the story of the

turtle and the monkey who

fought over a banana tree, about

the wake being done in one’s

home. Her family ate Filipino
(continued on page 6)
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II, Jose Rizal and President Fer-

dinand Marcos. My parents even

explained to me what’s going on

politically in the Philippines

right now. Lately, I’ve been

learning about rituals, customs

and various other things,” she

says. “In essence, my classroom

is in my home and my family

members and family friends are

my teachers.”

Jamie feels more complete

now.

“The Filipino culture is now

a part of me. In the past, I always

tried to fight it and was ashamed

of it. But now, I’m proud of

everything that my ancestors

have done, what my parents

have done and what I have done

as a Filipino.”

food almost everyday and her

parents always spoke to her in

Ilocano.

Yet despite being sur-

rounded with “Filipino-ness”

and the pride her family carries

for being Filipino, she felt dif-

ferent. She didn’t feel com-

pletely like one of them.

“As far as tradition and his-

tory… I never really asked. I

was born and raised in America.

I was more concerned about be-

longing to the American culture

that I was surrounded with.”

Jamie tried to fit in with

other kids to avoid being

branded as weird for the food

preference and the rituals, in-

cluding wearing the famous

The voice and the pride

came in a succession of experi-

ences after graduating from

high school. Jamie plucked her-

self from the island and moved

to University of California

Santa Cruz. In a sea of many

skin colors, she saw almost for

the first time that she was not

only Asian but a Filipino.

Her interactions with fellow

members of the Filipino Stu-

dent Association (FSA) proved

to be a life-changing experience

for her. FSA had a variety of re-

sources to develop the Filipino

student—a choir, traditional Fil-

ipino dance, a Filipino history

class, poetry, a yearly program

that showcased dancing, acting,

and singing, and other cultural

Fil-Com Center to Host “Pasko sa Pilipinas”

Beach Walk slippers—or

worse, seen as FOB (fresh off

the boat). She became careful

and cautious of her actions and

mannerisms. 

“I was so afraid of being

teased as an FOB or feeling like

I didn’t belong. I was embar-

rassed,” she recalls.?“I remem-

ber my mother and auntie

arguing with an elderly man

who was of Asian descent at the

mall. He said, ‘You don’t un-

derstand me because you’re Fil-

ipino.’ I walked away and felt

embarrassed as they defended

themselves. If I had the confi-

dence and most especially had

the voice I have now, I would

have defended my mom and

auntie at that moment.”

and intellectual pursuits.

“It changed my perception

of what it meant to be Filipino.

The people I met were ex-

tremely proud to be Filipino,”

she says. “They intertwined the

history of the Philippines and

their own families’ histories as a

part of who they were. And I

wanted that … I wanted to know

who I was and how I came to

be.”

She did so by facing her past

square on. She started asking her

parents deeper questions about

their past and traditions as a Fil-

ipino family.

“From my family, I’ve

learned about history, politics

and everyday life. For example,

what life was like in World War

(from page 5, EPIPHANIES ...)
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T
he sights, sounds and

smells of Christmas will

fill the air at the Filipino

Community Center on Decem-

ber 12, 2010 from 11 am to 7

pm, as the Filipino community

celebrates Christmas or Pasko—

the most cherished and longest-

observed festivity in the

Philippines.  

Themed “Pasko sa Pilip-

inas,” this year’s event will

highlight traditional and con-

temporary Philippine Christmas

celebrations, featuring eight-

hours of merriment, food,

games, caroling and cultural en-

counters. Free and open to the

public, Pasko will also feature a

string of delightful activities for

the young and young at heart,

immigrant and local folks,

kababayan and even non-Fil

Misa de Gallo
This year’s Pasko sa Fil-

Com will start at 11 am with a

Misa de Gallo or Dawn Mass to

be officiated by Rev. Napoleon

Andres of St. Joseph Parish in

Waipahu. In the Philippines, the

nine day long Misa de Gallo is a

popular Christmas tradition

which starts at dawn on Decem-

ber 16, marking the beginning

of the Christmas season and

culminating on December 24. 

Historical accounts suggest

that this tradition was introduced

by the Spanish friars in the late

1500s to enable Filipino farmers,

who began working in their

fields before sunrise, to attend

the Christmas novena services.

Many variations and motivations

have evolved from this tradition

but it remains a popular tradition

in the Philippines.

Himig Pasko
Following the Misa de

Gallo, the Royal Hawaiian Band

will play popular and Filipino

Christmas music. The one-hour

performance will be held in the

Consuelo Courtyard. The Royal

Hawaiian Band played in last

year’s Pasko sa Fil-Com to the

pleasure of the audience,

prompting a request for a repeat

performance. 

Founded by King Kame-

hameha III in 1836, the “King’s

Band,” as it was once known,

has entertained audiences here in

the islands and around the world

for over 150 years. Today, the

Royal Hawaiian Band is the only

full-time municipal band in the

U.S. with 40 full time positions.

The band performs and marches

in over 300 concerts and parades

each year.

Pasko na Naman
Filipino Christmas tradi-

tions will be highlighted from 1

pm – 4 pm by cooking demon-

strations, games, contests and

other holiday activities. The

preparation of traditional Fil-

ipino Christmas delicacies such

as tupig, bibingka, puto bum-
bong, linubian, miki and other

kakanin will take center stage in

the courtyard. 

The traditional grating of

coconut, extraction of the gata
or coconut milk and preparation

of banana leaves as wrappers

will also be demonstrated. This

year, food preparation demon-

strations will be scheduled sep-

arately, rather than taking place

simultaneously, to give culinary

enthusiasts the opportunity to

watch and learn the preparation

of various traditional Filipino

Christmas delicacies.

Favorite Filipino and Asian

food will also be sold by ven-

dors following the Misa de

Gallo and will be available until

the end of the event.

Popular Filipino games and

activities are sure to excite the

children. Pabitin, Pasko Bingo,
parol making, a scavenger hunt

and Christmas card making are

among the many activities pre-

pared by different organizations.

The University of the Philip-

By Raymund Liongson

pines Alumni Association

(UPAA), Filipino Association of

University Women (FAUW),

Filipino American Historical As-

sociation of Hawaii (FAHSOH),

Leeward CC Philippine Studies,

UH-Timpuyog, and Timpuyog

Dagiti Mannurat nga Ilokano

(TMI) Global will be facilitating

the games and activities.

The United Filipino Coun-

cils of Hawaii (UFCH) will co-

ordinate the Parol Contest. Only

parols made by entrants will be

eligible. Purchased or commer-

cial lanterns will be disquali-

fied. The parol may be of any

shape or form and its frame may

be bamboo or  substitute mate-

rials like wood, plastic, wire or

metal. It should not be less than

a foot in diameter and no

greater than two feet across, ex-

cluding the tassel, if any. It must

be capable of being hung or

propped up by a pole that can be

carried.  

Entries should be submitted

by 6 pm on December 11. A

non-refundable $10 entry fee

will be charged for each parol.

More details are available by

contacting Lynne Gutierrez at

(continued on page 7)



relief is uncertain, it might be

advantageous for the alien to

delay deportation proceedings.

Thus the alien can continue to

work and save enough money

to start a new life in his home-

land - unless his lawyers take

all his money.

(ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws de-
gree from Yale Law School and a Bach-
elor of Laws degree from the University
of the Philippines. He practices in
Hawaii, specializing in immigration law
and criminal defense. Tel. (808) 225-
2645. E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com.
Website: www.ImmigrationService-
sUSA.com. He is from Laoag City and
Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served as an
Immigration Officer. He is co-author of
“Immigration Law Service, 1st ed.” an
8-volume practice guide for immigration
officers and lawyers. Listen to the most
funny, witty, and useful  radio program
in Hawaii on KNDI at 1270, AM dial
every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. and on
KHBC at 1060, AM dial every Thursday
at 8 p.m. This article is a general
overview of the subject matter discussed
and is not intended as legal advice. No
warranty is made by the writer or pub-
lisher as to its completeness or correct-
ness at the time of publication.)
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very alien facing

deportation (re-

moval) proceedings

is faced with a

dilemma – whether

to hasten or delay

the proceedings?

The alien should consult

with his/her counsel on the

strategy.  Experienced counsel

should be able to give an an-

swer after analyzing the facts

and the law. But oftentimes,

counsel is ineffective and does

not know what to do or say. If

counsel hems and haws, that is

the signal for the alien to con-

sult with another counsel. 

Hasten deportation
proceedings

By Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte Tipon

IMMIGRATION GUIDE

E

Deportation Proceedings: Should Alien
Hasten or Delay It?

In the following cases, it

might be advisable for the alien

to speed up deportation pro-

ceedings:

1. The alien is in detention

and release on bond has

been denied.

2. The alien was suspended

or fired from his job be-

cause of the fact that his

employer learned that he is

in deportation proceedings.

3. The alien has relief avail-

able. For example, the

alien who has been in the

U.S. for at least 7 years has

been convicted of possess-

ing prohibited drugs. The

relief of cancellation of re-

moval might be available. 

4. The alien has an elderly

and/or sick parent who is

the alien’s only bridge to 

America. 

For example, an alien is

charged with fraud for having
obtained a visa by telling the
consul that his petitioning father
was alive although he was al-
ready dead. The alien has an
elderly and sickly mother who
might die any moment. Since the
alien has relief in the form of a
fraud waiver provided that his
mother remains alive, the alien
should speed up the deportation
proceedings. Although there is at
least one circuit court of appeals
holding that even if the mother
dies, the alien can still obtain a
fraud waiver, other circuit court
of appeals might not follow that
ruling. 

5. There is no relief available.

For example, an alien

pleaded guilty to an aggra-

vated felony, such as sexual

abuse of a minor or drug

trafficking.  He admitted in

open court the facts consti-

tuting the offense. He was

represented by competent

counsel. He was warned

that if he pleaded guilty he

will be deported. Depart-

ment of Homeland Security

placed a detainer on him.

Hence he remained in cus-

tody after serving sentence.

The best course for the

alien is to tell DHS imme-

diately that he is willing to

leave the country voluntar-

ily and that there is no need

to place him in deportation

proceedings. Why? Be-

cause the alien is ineligible

for cancellation of removal

and it is doubtful whether

the alien could obtain ad-

justment of status or other

relief.

Delay deportation
proceedings

Where the alien is not in

detention, the alien has a work

permit, and the availability of

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

728-1700. 

A Tabletop Christmas Tree

Contest will be coordinated by

the Oahu Filipino Community

Council (OFCC). Entries

should not be more than three

feet high, from the base to the

top of the tree. The base should

not be more than three feet in

diameter. It can be made of

fresh Christmas tree or out of

any appropriate material. Or-

naments can be hand-made out

of recycled materials. A $5

non-refundable fee is required

per Christmas tree entry. More

details are available by calling

Edna Alikpala at 282-3669.

Hawaiian Airlines is again

coordinating the Christmas

Tree Ornaments Contest. En-

tries must be hand-made and

no purchased ornaments are el-

igible for this contest. Contact

Donna Sheldon at 838-6753

for further details. 

This year’s Daigon

(Visayan for caroling) will be a

three-hour entertainment featur-

ing the Banda Kawayan, Philip-

pine Chorale, Kanikapila

Singers, Nix Performing Arts

Center, Treetop Romantics and

other solo performers.

Banda Kawayan is the Fil-

Com Center’s pride, a unique

musical band with instruments

made of bamboo. As a new in-

digenous musical band, it has

wowed crowds with its Filipino

and western repertoire. The

Philippine Chorale is an emerg-

ing group composed mostly of

the staff of the Philippine Con-

sulate under the direction of

Consul General Leoncio “Jun”

Cardenas. The Kanikapila

Singers are composed of stu-

dents at Leeward Community

College taking up vocal ensem-

ble class under Professor Mari-

lyn Kim. 

Established in 1993, Nix

Performing Arts Center is a

private dance school in Aiea

that teaches children to young

adults different dance styles

such as jazz, hip-hop, variety,

pop and musical theatre. Tree-

top Romantics lead vocalist

and ukulele player Kelsey In-

ouye and guitarist Joe Jumayao

will entertain their audience

with their contemporary ver-

sion of Christmas songs. Paul

Raymund Cortes, dubbed by

friends as the singing consul,

will be rendering two Christ-

mas songs and is expected to

“bring original Pilipino music

to vibrancy.”

Many door prizes will be

drawn and given away. The

public is requested to bring

canned food for the Food Bank

and unused toys for children

residents in temporary shelters.

(from page 6, FIL-COM ...)

Community Services Grants Available

T
he City’s Department of

Community Services

(DCS) is seeking pro-

posals from non-profit groups,

service providers and other in-

terested parties for nearly $1

million in grants for the pur-

poses of human services, hous-

ing, urban renewal and

community development.

The first is a $650,000 Spe-

cial Needs Assistance Program

(SNAP) grant-in-aid for mental

health, high-risk youth and em-

ployment/vocational training

services, as well as basic needs

assistance. 

The second grant, totaling

$350,000, will be given to qual-

ified agencies to provide an

Outreach Assistance and Refer-

rals Program and a Work Readi-

ness/Training Program for the

homeless. 

Interested agencies may ob-

tain a Request for Proposals

(RFP) via e-mail from Debbie

Miyagi at: dmiyagi@hon-

olulu.gov. Printed copies are

available by calling 768-7762

or online at: http://www.hon-

olulu.gov/dcs/specialprojects/c

ommunitygrantinaid+.htm.

Proposals must be submit-

ted by 4 pm on December 30,

2010.

Photography by Tim LLENA
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ENTERTAINMENT

• MOST WIDELY READ AND CIRCULATED 

FILIPINO NEWSPAPER IN HAWAII

• MOST EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OVERALL

• MOST QUOTED BY THE MAINSTREAM MEDIA

• MOST ISSUE-ORIENTED, UNAFRAID TO TACKLE

CONTROVERSIAL TOPICS

• MOST EXTENSIVE PHILIPPINE NEWS

• MOST EXTENSIVE HAWAII FILIPINO NEWS

• MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND UP-TO-DATE

FINANCIAL AND LEGAL ADVICE

• THE ONLY FILIPINO NEWSPAPER 

CONSISTENTLY PUBLISHING IMMIGRATION GUIDE

• MOST AUTHORITATIVE MEDICAL AND HEALTH TIPS

• MOST EXTENSIVE POLITICAL COVERAGE

• MOST EXTENSIVE ELECTION COVERAGE

• BEST ELECTION POLL COVERAGE OF THE HAWAII

FILIPINO COMMUNITY

• MOST POIGNANT INTERVIEWS

• MOST LITERARY ARTICLES: POEMS,

ESSAYS, AND SHORT STORIES

• MOST SUPPORTIVE OF COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

• BEST COVERAGE OF SOCIAL EVENTS WITH NEWS

AND COMMUNITY PHOTOS

• BEST RESULTS ACCORDING TO ADVERTISERS

• OUTSTANDING IN CONTENT, STYLE AND FORMAT

• MOST POPULAR FILIPINO NEWSPAPER

• FIERCELY INDEPENDENT, RELEVANT AND FAIR,

WORKING TOWARDS THE BETTERMENT OF THE

COMMUNITY

• MOST TIMELY HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS COVERAGE

• MOST FREQUENTLY CIRCULATED

• BEST SOURCE OF FILIPINO NEWS

FOR MAINSTREAM MEDIA

• AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, EVERY ISSUE HAS
THOUGHT-PROVOKING EDITORIALS
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'Hot Money' Hits Record $3.44 Billion as of November

M
ANILA, Philippines

- The Bangko Sen-
tral ng Pilipinas

(BSP) reported that the coun-

try’s foreign portfolio invest-

ments or “hot money” hit a

new record level of $3.44 bil-

lion as of the second week of

November as capital flows

continued to flood emerging

market economies in the Asia

Pacific Region, including the

Philippines.

BSP Governor Amando M.

Tetangco Jr. told reporters that

the shift of funds from ad-

vanced economies into emerg-

ing markets resulted in a

826-percent rise in foreign

portfolio investments to $3.44

billion as of Nov. 12 from

$372.02 million as of the same

period last year.

“There is a significant

amount of liquidity globally

and a significant part of this

liquidity is going to emerging

markets,” Tetangco said.

The amount of foreign

portfolio investments regis-

tered as of Nov. 12 already sur-

passed the full year target of

$2.9 billion set by monetary

authorities. These investments

are also called hot money be-

cause they can exit the country

as quickly as they come in.

Data from the central bank

show foreign portfolio inflows

surged 81 percent to $10.197

billion as of Nov. 12 this year

from $5.63 billion in the same

period last year while outflows

increased by 28.4 percent to

$6.75 billion from $5.26 bil-

lion.

“(This is because of the)

strong economic performance

of emerging markets also the

favorable performance of the

financial markets in this coun-

try. In the case of the Philip-

pines, the stock market is up by

about 40 percent. In terms of

prospects for future growth, the

emerging markets are also

ahead of developed economies

and the expectation is that fu-

ture growth is going to be led

by emerging markets,”

Tetangco added.

He pointed out that the net

foreign portfolio investment

inflows surged for the second

week of November alone

reached $728.7 million or $770

million higher than the net in-

flow of $12.33 million in the

same period last year.

This after inflows surged

by 985 percent to $951.9 mil-

lion in the second week of No-

vember from $87.7 million in

the same period last year while

outflows increased by 124.4

percent to $169.2 million from

$75.4 million.

Monetary officials attrib-

uted the sharp rise in foreign

portfolio investments or hot

money to the sharp increase in

investments in shares of stocks

listed at the Philippine Stock

Exchange (PSE). Strong for-

eign buying catapulted the PSE

index to a record level of 4,200

points early this month.

by Lawrence Agcaoili
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2010

Major beneficiaries of the

strong capital inflows included

banks, property developers,

telecommunications compa-

nies, holding firms, and utility

firms while major sources of

foreign portfolio investments

include the US, the United

Kingdom, Singapore, Luxem-

bourg, and Hong Kong.

The National Statistics Of-

fice (NSO) recently reported

that the country’s domestic

output as measured by the

gross domestic product (GDP)

posted a stronger-than-

expected growth of 7.5 percent

in the first three quarters of the

year from 0.7 percent in the

same period last year. For the

third quarter alone, the GDP

growth eased to 6.5 percent

from eight percent in the first

half of the year.

Tetangco stressed the need

for the government to trans-

form the “hot money” or spec-

ulative investments into

long-term investments. “Hot

money” refers to funds that are

controlled by investors who ac-

tively seek short-term returns

and high interest rate invest-

ment opportunities.

He pointed out that there is

a need for long-term invest-

ments such as major infrastruc-

ture projects under the public

private partnership (PPP)

scheme so the ample liquidity

in the financial system could

be deployed into productive

uses.

“For us to transform this

liquidity into productive uses,

there has got to be users or in-

vestors that will utilize or take

advantage of the ample liquid-

ity to finance their develop-

ment projects,” the BSP chief

added.

According to him, a large

part of the liquidity in the fi-

nancial system is parked in the

vault of the BSP in the form of

special deposit accounts

(SDAs) that amount to close to

P1 trillion.

“Right now a large part of

this liquidity is parked with the

BSP in the form of SDAs. If

there is a need for loans or if

there is an increase in demand

for loans, this liquidity will

tend to flow out of BSP and

move to this productive uses,

such as projects such as PPP,”

he said. (www.philstar.com)
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M
ANILA, Philippines - San

Pedro, Laguna is seen to become

the next boom city in the South-

ern Tagalog area due to the employment

opportunity in Guam’s US Naval Base that

Mayor Calixto Cataquiz opened for his

constituents that would give them strong

spending power.

Through the “sister city agreement” he

signed with the eight mayors of Guam,

Cataquiz said San Pedro, Laguna will

surely be placed on the spotlight as the

biggest supplier of overseas manpower re-

sources in the Philippines.

The eight mayors of Guam unani-

mously decided to tap the human resources

of San Pedro, Laguna in the construction of

the US Naval Base to house the military

units presently stationed in Okinawa,

Japan.

The new facility, reportedly the biggest

naval facility in the world, will require

around 30,000 Filipino construction work-

ers.

“This will make us the biggest supplier

of domestic and international manpower

resources in Asia. Ultimately, this will re-

dound to the economic development in San

Pedro,” Cataquiz emphasized.

To lay down the foundation for the pro-

jected growth of San Pedro, Cataquiz

vowed to pursue and see to fruition his pre-

vious projects and those he has lined up for

his current term.

Cataquiz said he is sending scholars to

universities to ensure that availability of

quality labor pool in the area. He has al-

ready sent 1,200 scholars to his locally run

Polytechnic University of the Philippines

aside from the two public hospitals he built

for his townmates. A two-time president of

the League of Mayors of Laguna, Cataquiz

has also put up a sports complex for the

youth.

He belied a recent report of a television

program which showed minors allegedly

engaged in prostitution in his municipality

while he admits that the Juvenile Justice

Welfare Law or RA 9344 has hampered the

campaign against Children in Conflict with

the Law (CICL).

The mayor has ordered a concerted

campaign among local government agen-

cies including the Department of Social

Welfare and Development (DSWD),

TESDA and the Philippine National Police,

to push to realization his projects for the

youth.

A former general manager of the La-

guna Lake Development Authority

(LLDA), he said his administration has put

up the Manpower Training Institute duly

accredited by the Technical Education and

Skills Development Authority (TESDA),

where his constituents, especially the

youths train to develop and enhance their

technical skills in welding, hotel and

restaurant management, and caregiving.
(www.philstar.com)

Laguna Town Gets Major 
Manpower Deal with Guam 

M
ANILA, Philippines (Xinhua)

- Muslim rebels in the Philip-

pines warned today that the ex-

piration of the mandate of Malaysian-led

international peace monitors next week

might lead to resurgence of armed con-

flict in Mindanao.

The term of the International Moni-

toring Team (IMT) will end on Dec. 8,

sparking fears that once they pull out vi-

olence might erupt again.

According to the Moro Islamic Lib-

eration Front (MILF), the renewal of

their deployment is "remote' as the

Philippine government and the MILF are

in a deadlock over the insistence of the

government of President Aquino to oust

current Malaysian facilitator of the talks,

Datuk Othman Razak. Othman was ac-

cused by the government peace panel of

being biased to the MILF.

"The two peace panels of the MILF

and the government have to meet for-

mally in order to renew the IMT man-

date, with the concurrence of IMT

member states," the MILF said in a state-

ment posted on its website.

Members of the IMT are Malaysia,

Brunei, Libya, Japan, Norway, the Euro-

pean Union and non-government organ-

izations. The IMT has been credited for

significantly reducing clashes between

the military and Muslim rebels in the

country's volatile south.

Since Feb. 28, only three firefights

between MILF rebels and government

troops have been recorded by the IMT.

The MILF claimed that additional

troops, especially Marines, are being de-

ployed in Cotabato City and Maguin-

danao. The resurgence of kidnapping is

also noted in Central Mindanao, it added.

Separatist Muslim rebels rejected

any informal talks with the Philippine

government without the participation of

a Malaysian facilitator.

The MILF is the largest group bat-

tling for self-rule in Mindanao. A final

peace agreement is expected to end the

protracted war in Mindanao that has

claimed at least 120,000 lives, brought

massive destruction to property, and

crippled the region'seconomy.

(www.philstar.com)

Muslim Rebels Warn of 
Resurgence of Armed Conflict
in Mindanao 
by Paolo Romero
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2010

by Paolo Romero
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2010
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BSP Says Peso Volatility Healthy 

M
ANILA, Philippines

- The Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipinas (BSP)

said the volatility and apprecia-

tion of the peso against the dol-

lar remains healthy and in the

middle of the range allowing

Filipino businessmen including

exporters to plan more effec-

tively.

BSP Governor Amando

Tetangco Jr. said in an interview

with reporters that the peso is

still in the middle of the range

in terms of volatility of the ex-

change rate as well as the rate of

appreciation versus the dollar.

“The Philippine peso re-

mains in the middle of the range

of currencies in the Asian re-

gion in terms of volatility and

appreciation against the dollar,”

Tetangco stressed.

Latest data from the central

bank showed that the local cur-

rency had a volatility of 2.4 per-

cent, higher than the Chinese

yuan which has a volatiltiy of

one percent, or the Indonesian

rupiah with 1.6 percent and the

Taiwanese dollar with 1.8 per-

cent, but lower than the Thai-

land baht which has a volatility

of 3.4 percent, Malaysian ring-

git and Myanmar kyat with 3.3

percent, and Singaporean dollar

with 2.9 percent.

The BSP data showed that

the Australian dollar had the

highest volatility of 4.9 percent

followed by the euro with 4.7

percent, Japanese yen with 4.5

percent, New Zealand kiwi with

3.7 percent, British pound with

3.2 percent, Korean won with

3.1 percent, Indian rupee with

two percent.

Tetangco pointed out that

the Thai baht was the most

volatile currency in emerging

markets with 3.4 percent while

the Chinese yuan was the least

volatile at one percent. The

Australian dollar was the most

volatile currency in advanced

economies with a volatility of

4.9 percent.

“So we are in the middle,

we are not the least volatile nor

are we the most volatile. In fact

we are closer to the lower end

of the range,” Tetangco added.

In terms of appreciation, the

BSP chief explained that the

peso that closed 44.18 to $1 last

Nov. 26 strengthened by 5.1

percent year-to-date against the

greenback. The rate of appreci-

ation was slower compared to

the Thai baht’s 11.1 percent,

Japanese yen’s 9.9 percent,

Malaysian ringgit’s 9.7 percent,

Australian dollar’s 9.2 percent,

Singapore dollar’s 7.6 percent,

New Zealand kiwi’s 7.5 per-

cent, Taiwanese dollar’s 5.9

percent, and Indonesian ru-

piah’s 5.5 percent.

The appreciation of the

peso, however, was faster than

the Indian rupee’s 3.7 percent,

the Chinese Yuan’s 2.7 percent,

the Korean won’s 2.2 percent

while the euro depreciated by

6.5 percent and the Brisith

pound by 1.1 percent against

the US dollar.

“In fact if you look at the

rate of appreciation, we have

appreciated less than the cur-

rencies of competing countries

like Thai baht, Malaysian ring-

git, and Indonesian rupiah. So

in relative terms, we have not

appreciated against the US dol-

lar more than those currencies

which means that in terms of

relative strength of the peso it

has remained more or less the

same,” Tetangco said.

He said the competitiveness

of the peso improved as other

currencies appreciated faster

than the local currency.

The central bank has vowed

to contain excessive volatilities

in the foreign exchange market

in order to “smoothen” the

movement of the peso against

the US dollar to help business

and consumers plan more effec-

tively. It moves in response to

market forces but with scope for

central bank participation in the

foreign exchange market to

smoothen sharp fluctuations.

He said currencies have

been strengthening due to the

weakness of the US dollar

brought about by its fragile eco-

nomic recovery as well as the

stronger-than-expected eco-

nomic growth in emerging

economies particularly in Asia

including the Philippines.

“The longer term factors

would be the performance of

the economy (in terms of

growth). If you have a good

macro economy, the tendency is

for your currency to appreci-

ate,” he said.

The BSP also pointed out

that the flow of capital into

emerging economies including

the Philippines also determine

the moverment of the exchange

rate. (www.philstar.com)

by Lawrence Agcaoili
Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2010



12 � HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE  � DECEMBER 4, 2010

FAMILY CORNER

ith the swiftly

a p p r o a c h i n g

holiday season,

most of us are

likely to find

o u r s e l v e s

spending more time shopping,

whether it’s for food, gifts, or

supplies.  Many parents have

“horror stories” to share about

shopping with young chil-

dren—tantrums, toileting acci-

dents, losing a child. What

seems like a simple task can

sometimes turn into a drawn-

out, frustrating experience.

However, with a little planning

ahead, shopping can be an en-

joyable learning experience for

the family. Here are some

things you might try, for exam-

ple, when grocery shopping:

Before shopping:

• Make a shopping list.

Check the weekly food ads

and your kitchen to help

you decide what to buy.

Using a list reduces shop-

ping time and helps you

avoid unnecessary pur-

chases.

• Ask your child to look

through the food ads with

you and help plan the fam-

ily meals and shopping list.

Let her select an item, such

as a healthy snack, to add to

the list.

• Be sure you and your child

are rested and fed. You’re

less likely to purchase un-

necessary and potentially

fattening items if you shop

when you’re not hungry.

• Before going into the store,

talk to your child about ap-

propriate behavior. For ex-

ample, explain that running

in the store is dangerous

and unacceptable, or that

she may need to sit in the

cart. Be firm yet loving.

At the store

• Remind your child about

appropriate behavior, as

needed. 

• Praise her for following di-

rections and behaving well.

• Follow your shopping list.

If your child asks for items

not listed, remind her that

you’re buying only what’s

on the list.

• Keep your child busy and

occupied in the store:

– Use the bright displays to

teach her about colors,

shapes, and sizes. Identify

and talk about the differ-

ent foods found in the

store.

– Ask your child to help

with the shopping in ways

that she’s able to handle,

e.g., choose or count veg-

etables or find items on

the shopping list. If you

involve your child, she’s

more likely to eat foods

she helped select.

• Give your child limited

choices. For example, pick

two cereals you are willing

to buy, then ask her to

choose the one she would

like. This way, you decide

what’s reasonable in cost

and nutrition, but she still

has a say in what to buy.

• Avoid aisles with items

your child might have a

hard time resisting, such as

candies or cookies.

• Be aware of marketing

techniques that stores use to

encourage purchases. Buy-

ing unplanned items adds to

your bill.

– Certain items are dis-

played at the end of aisles

to make them more visi-

ble. These items are not

necessarily on sale.

– More expensive items are

usually placed on the

middle shelves, at eye

level. Foods on higher or

lower shelves tend to cost

less.

– Items near the check-out

stands encourage last-

minute impulse pur-

chases.

After successful shopping

• Thank your child for her

good behavior, cooperation,

and helpfulness.

• Feel great that your child is

learning to be a smart shop-

per.

Shopping with Children
Use the same strategies

when taking children to shop-

ping centers. Shopping malls

can be fun and exciting be-

cause there are a variety of

shops there. In their excite-

ment, children sometimes tend

to run around and can easily

get lost or hurt. Before you get

to the mall, remind your chil-

dren of safety rules. Explain

the possible dangers. Remind

them not to go off with

strangers and not to go out of

your reach. Remind them why

you’re there and what you’re

shopping for. Let them know

the limits on what you will and

won’t buy. With your guidance,

they can have a good learning

experience and you can enjoy

shopping, too.

Shopping With Young Children

By Grace Fong, Ed.D. and Sylvia Yuen, Ph.D.

W

MAINLAND NEWS FEATURE

FUNFARE By Ricky Lo

Can Efren Save the
World? Pinoys in
America Think So

year after being

hailed as CNN

Hero of the Year

for his mobile

pushcart class-

rooms that pro-

vide thousands

of street children an alternative

to gangs and drugs through edu-

cation in unconventional places

like cemeteries and trash dumps,

Efren Peñaflorida Jr., a superstar

in his own right, is back in the

United States to raise money for

the completion of a two-storey

building in Cavite City that will

give more unfortunate young-

sters a chance for a better life.

About 70 percent of the

building that resembles a push-

cart has been finished, and his

Dynamic Teen Company needs

to raise about P3-M more to

complete the construction.

Funfare learned about this

happy news from Big Apple cor-

respondent Edmund Silvestre (of

The Filipino Reporter) who

found “the dashing Kuya Ef” a

lot better-looking in person and

oozes with an angelic charisma.

“He has been getting red-

carpet welcome in his appear-

ances before various

Filipino-American community

groups coast to coast,” reported

Edmund. “And every-

one pays attention as

if the 29-year-old edu-

cator and youth leader

is a messiah for hope

and change.”

Last Nov. 12, he

was honored by the

Fil-Am community in the New

York tri-state area at the Lovin’

Life Learning Center in Manhat-

tan. It was sponsored by the Na-

tional Federation of Filipino

American Associations (NaF-

FAA) Region I, in partnership

with the Philippine Consulate

General in New York.

”More than teaching basic

reading and writing to kids in the

slums and streets, transient street

children among them, we also

provide them food, clothing and

school supplies; first aid treat-

ment of scabies and wounds, and

teach them value formation and

proper hygiene,” Efren said, re-

ferring to the erection of Kalin-

gain Batang Mahirap (Nurture

the Poor Children) Learning

Center that will include a com-

puter lab, a library, a health

clinic, a kitchen for feeding pro-

grams and a garage for push-

carts.

Edmund said that New York

Consul General Cecilia Rebong

was more than im-

pressed by Efren’s

“passion, commit-

ment, tenacity and re-

sourcefulness” in

giving street children

hope and chance to

better their lives. 

”Simpleng-simple siya, he’s

also shy, at bilib na bilib kaming

lahat sa kanya,” Edmund quoted

Consul General Rebong as say-

ing. “He’s amazing because in-

stead of joining gangs or doing

drugs or blaming others for all

the hardships that came his way

as a kid, he decided to do some-

thing to improve his lot. That

alone is already a big help to the

community. He had nothing in

life but he was able to give so

much. 

”I learned four things from

Efren,” Consul General Rebong

added, “There is no age require-

ment in order to help others. You

don’t have to be rich, and we all

know that Efren comes from a

very poor family. Helping peo-

ple doesn’t require a compli-

cated scheme — Efren and his

team just looked around, identi-

fied the problems and did some-

thing to address them. The fourth

is when you do something that

(continued on page 13)

A
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LEGAL NOTES

cause LPRs are not being dis-

criminated against but only all

other aliens.  They argued that

LPRs have different rights and

obligations than those of other

aliens.  LPRs, unlike other

aliens, they asserted, pay taxes

like citizens, serve in the mili-

tary and have authorization to

live and work indefinitely.

But the court was not con-

vinced that the differences be-

tween LPRs and nonimmigrants

are substantial enough to re-

move non-LPRs from the “strict

scrutiny” standard.

The Court also said that the

New York law imposes addi-

tional burdens not intended by

Congress and thus conflicts with

the federal immigration power.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been
practicing law for over 30 years. For
further information, you may call him
at (212) 695 5281 or log on to his web-
site at www.seguritan.com

ay an alien be de-

nied a professional

license because he

or she is not a U.S.

citizen or lawful

permanent resi-

dent (LPR)?

Many states have a law

which provides that only U.S.

citizens or LPRs may obtain a li-

cense to practice certain profes-

sions such as medicine, nursing,

dentistry, and engineering.  An

example of such a law is a pro-

vision in the New York State Ed-

ucation Law which states that to

qualify for a pharmacist’s li-

cense the applicant must be a

U.S. citizen or LPR.

The exclusion covers non-

LPRs including nonimmigrant

vision of the law but their li-

censes were not renewable.

They sued the heads of the New

York agencies in charge of en-

forcing the law, seeking to de-

clare the statute unconstitutional

and permanently enjoining the

defendants from enforcing it.

The defendants argued that

nonimmigrant aliens are tempo-

raryily in the U.S. and that the

law rationally protects the pub-

lic from the consequences of

their temporary status.  They

maintained that the law is neces-

sary to protect the health and

safety of New York residents by

enforcing and regulating disci-

plinary rules and malpractice ac-

tions and that persons who are

here only temporarily would be

less likely to comply with the

disciplinary rules.

In deciding the case, the

Court noted that classifications

based on immigrant status such

By Reuben S. Seguritan

M

Citizenship or LPR Requirement
of Licensure Held Unconstitutional
workers who have authorization

to work in the U.S.

But in a recent case, a fed-

eral court in the Southern Dis-

trict of New York held that the

abovementioned New York law

is unconstitutional because it de-

nies aliens who are not perma-

nent residents equal protection

of the law and that it is contrary

to the federal power to regulate

immigration.

The plaintiffs in the case,

Adusumelli v. Steiner, are H-1B

and TN temporary workers.  H-

1B workers are in the U.S. tem-

porarily to perform services in a

specialty occupation.  TN work-

ers are citizens of Canada or

Mexico who are in the U.S. to

engage in business activities at a

professional level pursuant to

the North American Free Trade

Agreement.

The plaintiffs secured lim-

ited licenses under a waiver pro-

as the New York law are “intrin-

sically suspect” and are subject

to “strict judicial scrutiny.”  It

cited cases decided by the U.S.

Supreme Court which struck

down alienage classifications.

Among these cases were a New

York law excluding noncitizens

from civil service, a Connecticut

law making noncitizens ineligi-

ble to take the bar exam, and a

Puerto Rican law that barred

noncitizens from engineering

practice.

It also said that the only

cases where the Supreme Court

upheld laws discriminating

against aliens and applying

lesser scrutiny pertained to the

exclusion of aliens from politi-

cal and governmental functions

and the denial of benefits to un-

documented aliens.

The defendants contended

that the “strict scrutiny” standard

should not apply in the case be-

MAINLAND NEWS FEATURE (cont.)

comes from the heart, you don’t

expect any reward.”

Cora Reyes, executive di-

rector of NaFFAA Region I, said

Efren’s ability to touch the hearts

of those who hear him speak

plays a big role in the success of

his Dynamic Teen Company.

“Everybody is deeply

touched by his presentation,”

Mrs. Reyes said. “He gives so

much hope to many people. He

has the makings of a great leader

of tomorrow. Hangga’t may mga

Efren Peñaflorida, hindi tayo

dapat mawalan ng pag-asa.”

While in the Big Apple,

Efren also served as keynote

speaker at World Forum 2010 of

the International Forum for

Child Welfare (IFCW) at IBM

Center in Palisades, N.Y. He also

met with Fil-Am organizations

in California and Washington. 

Last Thursday, Nov. 25, he

graced the 2010 CNN Hero of

the Year Award to be broadcast

globally at the Shrine Audito-

rium in Los Angeles. Last year’s

event was held at Kodak The-

ater, where Efren received the

award from Anderson Cooper no

less.

”He remains very down-to-

earth and very loveable just like

when we first met him in LA last

year,” said Los Angeles-based

businesswoman Erlinda

Granada Sabah, who is commit-

ted to helping promote Efren’s

“Kariton Klasrum.”  

”When you get to talk to

him, you will really fall in love

with his advocacy, then you will

fall in love with his personality,”

Sabah told Edmund. “He really

loves kids and he hasn’t changed

a bit.”

Sabah pointed out that the

$125,000 won by Penaflorida in

March 2009 had been accounted

for and used efficiently for the

advocacy.

”Remember that 30 percent

of the CNN prize went directly

to the (IRS) Internal Revenue

Service,” she explained. “And

not a single centavo went to

Efren or his family.”

Efren said 10 percent of the

money went to a local church,

another 30 percent to the schol-

arship of about 50 children

(some of them in college) while

the rest went to the pushcart

project and the construction of

the building.

He proudly shared that the

program that started way back in

1997 has already been dupli-

cated in other parts of the Philip-

pines, while his Dynamic Teen

Company is consulted by the

Department of Education to

reach out to out-of-school youth.

When asked if his advocacy

receives financial support from

the Philippine government,

Peñaflorida said no.

”But we get assistance

every now and then from com-

panies or organizations, and sup-

port from individuals, including

celebrities,” he confided.

He said the pushcart class-

room gets a boost every time fa-

mous figures show up to literally

help push the carts stocked with

books, notebooks, ballpens, and

food. He cited showbiz stars

Gerald Anderson, Karylle, En-

chong Dee and TV journalist TJ

Manotoc (and the Manotoc fam-

ily) as among the avid support-

ers of the program.

“Talagang nakikitulak sila

sa amin at nai-inspire talaga ang

mga bata na mag-participate pag

nandoon sila,” Efren said with a

wide grin. “We’re very happy

that they (actors) are starting to

realize that they can use their

fame to inspire and make a dif-

ference.”most promising lead.

He is flying back to

Manila end of this month.
(www.philstar.com)

(from page 12, CAN EFREN ...)



14 � HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE  � DECEMBER 4, 2010

PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

wan pay ti nadamag-

tayo a ti dati a

Mayor ti ilina itu-

loyna nga iturayan

dagiti kakailianna iti

ballasiw taaw.

Dayta ni Dr. Edmund

Calaycay Sr. a dati a Mayor ti ili

a Badoc, Ilocos Norte. Pinili

dagiti kakailianna a mangidaulo

met laeng kadakuada nga

ANNAK TI BADOC ITI

HAWAII.  

Agsapata ni Dr. Edmund

Calaycay Sr. ken dagiti napili a

kakaduana inton Desiembre 12,

2010 inton 6:00 pm iti Golden

Coin Restaurant iti Waipahu.

Pagsapataen ida ni Consul Gen-

eral Leoncio Cardenas a

nayanak met laeng iti Badoc,

Ilocos Norte.

Dagitoy dagiti OPISYALES: 

President: 

Dr. Edmund Calaycay Sr.

Umona A Bise: 

Rodrigo Agapay

Maikadua a Bise:

Erenio Pagat

Sekretaria: 

Cora Sinfuego 

Katulongan a Sekretaria:

Sedes Oasay 

Tesorera:

Nena Cajimat 

Katulongan a Tesorera:

Leticia Bala

Auditor:

Alice Tadena 

Katulongan nga Auditor:

Perly Quiaoit

Business Manager:

Rudy Bugarin & Ben

Ranada

Press Relation Officer:

Pacita Cabulera Saludes

Public Relation Officers:

Maxima Pagat

Fermin Suza

Bernardo Collo

Lucena Bugarin

Irene Magbual

Fermin Cainglit

Judy Bugarin

Sargento de Armas:

Rogelio Pagilao

Quirino Salviejo

Manuel Calaycay

Jimmy Magbual

Jumer Dadagan

Board of Directors:

Mar Apuya

A

Marilyn Villar

Connie Semana

Eufemio Pagdilao

Jim Cardenas

Chato Sinfuego

Edmund “Butch” Calaycay Jr.

Advisors:

Consul General Leoncio

Cardenas Jr.

Fr. Danilo Laeda

Jovencio Tadena

Francis Cajimat

Napili A Presidente Ti Dati A Mayor
Ti Ili

DAYASADAs
By Pacita Saludes

Ubonen ti nalak-aman a ragsak
Ikuentas a sikakanatad

Lapsien laglagip a napadasan
A samrid ti biag

Arakupen gundaway a sumangbay
Pagablinen ida sadag

Ta agrakayan a pammatia daytan
Ti naikudin a duri ti biag

Sul-oyen asuk ni namnama
A nakaalaw ti napait a nakaidagelan

Takiag, nakatanggaya gumawgawawa
Ipaaymo naimpapusuan a batak

No aglumenen dagitiarapaap
Ikarigatan nga arunan

Regta, gagar a rinippuog kinadaksanggat

NABIRTUD A PALAGIP

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Discrimination vs AIDS Victims Hampers Efforts
to Curb the Disease 
by Sheila Crisostomo
Thursday, Dec. 2, 2010

M
ANILA, Philippines -

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n

against sufferers of

AIDS in the Philippines hampers

efforts to curb the spread of the

disease, said the United Nations

Development Programme

(UNDP).

UNDP country director Re-

naud Meyer said that in 2009,

one in two AIDS victims in the

Philippines experienced abuse,

despite being granted protection

under the Philippine AIDS law.

“Because of their HIV sta-

tus, these people were detained,

quarantined or segregated,

forced to submit themselves to

medical or health procedure, re-

fused provision of basic health

services and denied health or life

insurance,” Mayer said, citing a

baseline study conducted in Oc-

tober last year.

The study showed that six in

10 AIDS sufferers were dis-

missed from their jobs while one

in 10 is denied a job promotion.

One in 10, on the other hand,

was denied a residential lease. 

Phl has dismal record of

HIV preventiom

UNDP said that in the coun-

try, the coverage of HIV preven-

tion services for sectors most at

risk of contracting the disease is

a “dismal” 38 percent against the

target of 80 percent.

Meyer said, however, that

the Philippines “fared relatively

well” on access to anti-retroviral

treatment, with a coverage of 82

percent. 

“This has been plagued by

sustainability issues, especially

with the increased demand from

the ever-increasing number of

people getting infected each day,

coupled with depleting re-

sources,” he said.

Meyer noted that because of

this situation, the Philippines ad-

vised in 2008 that it is least

likely to achieve Millennium

Development Goal (MDG) 6-the

elimination of HIV/AIDS,

malaria and other diseases-by

2015.        

“The attainment of this goal

is severely challenged by the low

coverage of prevention services

and the continuing stigma and

discrimination associated with

AIDS,” he said.

He said since the creation of

the MDGs in 2000, the incidence

of HIV infection in the country

has increased threefold.          

Meyer said, however, the

country’s situation is “not all

grim” because of the combined

efforts of local government units

and other stakeholder in re-

sponse to HIV and AIDS.
(www.philstar.com)



DECEMBER 4, 2010  � HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE  � 15

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

MAINLAND NEWS

CLASSIFIED ADS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ROOMS FOR RENT
$400-$500 including untilities 
IF INTERESTED, 
Call Virginia at 676-0759

WANTED-FULL TIME OR PART-TIME 
FARM WORKERS, MALE, 
AGE BETWEEN 30-55 
IF INTERESTED, 
PLEASE CALL 386-6898

FOR RENT 
2 story house in LAS VEGAS, 3 bedroom/ 2.5 bath, 2 car garage, with
furniture, $1,000 a month
Avail now. Call Teri 808- 382-5444

BAYANIHAN DINNER FUNDRAISING
EVENT / FRIDAY 
December 3 ● Hilton Hawaiian Village

Hotel ● 6 – 11pm ● For more info, call

FilCom Center @ 480-0451

PASKO SA FILCOM / SUNDAY
December 12 ● 9am – 8pm ● For more

info call FilCom @ 6800451

RENTAL

M
oscow, Russia – The Philippine government

must start regulating information technology

(IT) to avoid cyber terrorism which could dam-

age industries and even the government.

“There is currently no standard to use IT. The govern-

ment must put in place more regulation,” Eugene Kasper-

sky, president and chief executive of Kaspersky Lab,

leading Internet security and content management devel-

oper, told The STAR in an exclusive interview here.

According to Kaspersky, there must be more govern-

ment control because IT has become a major part of peo-

ple’s lives. He said computers and the Internet are used not

only for businesses but also for personal transactions.

“There must be registration and control,” he stressed.

Kaspersky clarified that this does not mean that

the government is free to regulate the content of

the things being posted on the Internet. “It is not

about access,” he said. Kaspersky said it is about

making the Internet a safer place for both busi-

nesses and individuals.

Early this year, government websites have

been targeted by virus attacks. He said these at-

tacks can be minimized and even eliminated if

only there is a strong standard. “It is a difficult

task but it must be done. It is time for the gov-

ernment to pay more attention.”

In Asia, Kaspersky said they have started

helping governments in Indonesia, Malaysia and

Singapore develop a stronger mechanism to pro-

tect IT.

This has been more pressing given that

every year, more malware are being detected and

the problem becomes more serious. “In the past

the problem was cybercriminals. Now it is cy-

bersobotage,” Kaspersky said.

Earlier, Kaspersky Lab has removed the

Philippines from the list of top 20 countries that

received malware attacks. The Philippines also

slid in the list of countries having servers that host

W
ASHINGTON (AP) – Former New York Con-

gressman Stephen J. Solarz, who in 1986 ran

hearings that proved Ferdinand and Imelda

Marcos looted the Philippine treasury of millions of dollars,

has died. He was 70.

Solarz also angered many of his fellow Democrats when

in 1991 he cosponsored the resolution authorizing President

George H. W. Bush to wage the first war against Iraq.

US Lawmaker Who Exposed Plundering
of Marcoses Dies

Russian IT Expert Warns  RP Against
Cyber Terrorism malicious applications from eighth place in the first quar-

ter of 2010 to 18th place in the next quarter. The company

credited this to the falling popularity of the Philippines as

a host for malicious applications.

However this does not mean that the Philippines is al-

ready cleared from malware attacks because the company

said that while this is a positive trend for the Philippines,

this does not mean that the attacks have lessened. The study

showed that the change is only 0.2 percent for the Philip-

pines and there was even an increase in activity of the peer-

to-peer (P2P) worm Palevo, which also serves as bot-client.

The anti-virus company said that Palevo is very effi-

cient because infected computer be placed under the con-

trol of the worm. It can spread through instant messengers

like MSN, USB flash drives, and other P2P applications

such as Kazaa. (www.philstar.com)

Solarz's son-in-law Glen Prickett said the nine-term

congressman, who served a Brooklyn distrct from 1974 to

1992, died Monday at George Washington Hospital in

Washington.

An expert in foreign affairs, Solarz was the first to re-

veal that Imelda Marcos owned 3,000 pairs of shoes. Prick-

ett said Solarz saw them.

Hurt by the House Bank scandal, he was defeated in

1992 in a redrawn district. (www.philstar.com)

GLOBAL NEWS
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