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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIAL

inety five years is a long time to be doing anything—

much less serving the needs of an underserved com-

munity. But that’s exactly what St. Anthony’s Church

in Kalihi has been doing since its founding nearly a

century ago. 

Located at 640 Puuhale Road in the residential

and commercial/industrial district of Kalihi, St. An-

thony’s is perfectly positioned to reach some 62,000 residents in

the area, most of whom come from immigrant families. The fact

that it has endured for so long is a testament to the solid teachings

of the Catholic faith. Obviously, St. Anthony’s parishioners and

priests are doing something right. Had they failed to adequately

meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of the masses, the

church would have folded a long time ago. Instead, it has flour-

ished over the years and continues to touch the community via its

numerous outreach programs. The church is also reaching the next

generation through St. Anthony’s School, which provides a qual-

ity Christian education and makes Christ a significant reality in

the lives of its students. St. Anthony’s Church has helped by sub-

sidizing the school, establishing an endowment fund and conduct-

ing intensive fundraising. 

Much of the church’s longevity can be credited to the efforts

of scores of volunteers from the Parish Pastoral Council, the

Knights of Columbus, St. Anthony’s Filipino Catholic Club and

20 or so other organizations that are either Filipino-led or youth-

based. These unsung heroes toil anonymously behind the scenes

and do whatever is needed to ease the load of the parish leader-

ship. Such tasks range from cleaning rooms and assisting during

mass to administrative responsibilities and event planning. As the

old saying goes: “Many hands make light work.” 
Many moons have waxed and waned, a thousand waves have

ebbed and crested but the love of God continues to sustain St. An-

thony’s Church. Congratulations and mahalo to current parish

priest Father Manny dela Cruz, those before him and the many vol-

unteers who have given generously of themselves over the past 95

years! 
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elcome readers, to the Hawaii

Filipino Chronicle’s latest edi-

tion. Can you believe that the

2010-2011 school year is

nearly over? The University of

Hawaii-Manoa held its gradu-

ation last Sunday and in the

coming weeks, scores of local high schools will

be holding their commencement exercises. To our hard-working

students, hang in there because the finish line is in sight! We en-

courage you to give your very best in your studies until the very

end.  

For the second issue in a row, we are featuring the anniversary

of yet another well-known institution in Kalihi. In last week’s issue

(May 14), we featured the 75th Anniversary of Farrington High

School. The cover story for this issue is the 95th Anniversary of an-

other Kalihi landmark—St. Anthony’s Church in Kalihi. Con-

tributing writer Fiedes Doctor delves into the humble history and

accomplishments of this parish that’s tucked away in the back-

streets of Kalihi. One notable characteristic of St. Anthony’s is its

large number of Filipino parishioners. St. Anthony’s stands out as

a church that is very similar to Catholic churches back in the

Philippines, hence its popularity among Kalihi’s sizeable Filipino

population. We hope that you will enjoy reading the story which

begins on page 4 and also be inspired by the volunteerism dis-

played by many of St. Anthony’s parishioners in assisting the

church whenever and wherever possible. 

In our Opinion Column on page 3, Danny de Gracia II and

Cassie Ann Sumimoto have submitted a thought-provoking piece

on the economic cost of violence in Hawaii. Incidentally, we rank

as the 12th most peaceful state in the U.S., according to the 2011

United States Peace Index. The most peaceful state is Maine, while

the least is Louisiana. De Gracia and Sumimoto argue that if we

were to reduce violence by 25 percent, Hawaii would realize a net

gain of $350 million in economic activity. For starters, they suggest

that our policymakers invest more in afterschool- and mentoring

programs for children and youth, as well as support domestic abuse

prevention efforts. Please read their column and see if you agree

with their statements. 

This issue also includes Social Security Update (page 6), Im-

migration Guide (page 7), a commentary by UH-Manoa civil en-

gineering professor Panos Prevedourous on the status of the rail

project (page 8) and Legal Notes (page 13). 

In closing, we would like to thank the many people who have

faithfully supported the Chronicle. It is our pleasure to continue

providing all of you with the very latest news affecting Filipinos

not just in Hawaii, but globally.  

Until next time…aloha and mabuhay!

W
N

St. Anthony’s Still Going
Strong After 95 Years

he City Council last week gave initial approval to a

bill that bans pedestrians from using mobile electronic

devices such as iPods, music players and cell phones

while crossing a street or highway. As technology ad-

vances and becomes more affordable to the masses,

the use of such devices, not surprisingly, has prolifer-

ated. Bill 43 (2011), which was introduced by Coun-

cilmember Ann Kobayashi at the request of a constituent, is an

extension of an existing law that bans motorists from using simi-

lar handheld devices while behind the wheel. 

Supporters point to the tragic death of New York City pedes-

trian Jason King, 21, who was listening to his iPod while crossing

a street. King had the green light but was run over by a truck that

was backing up. In less extreme cases, there have been anecdotal

reports of people tripping on sidewalks while texting and of near-

misses involving vehicles and headphone-clad pedestrians and run-

ners. Because of these increasing instances, advocates say that the

government needs to step in and

prevent people from doing

things that are detrimental to

their own well-being. 

On the flip side, critics of

the bill say government should

not be playing the role of nanny.

Pondering over a bad day at the

T

Bill Targeting Distracted
Walkers Should be
Shelved

office or a recent breakup while walking, they say, can be just as

distracting as walking through an intersection with a cell phone in

hand. Detractors also point out the difficulty of enforcing the cur-

rent law banning cell phone use while driving. They contend that

Bill 43, if passed, would be even tougher to enforce. 

We tend to agree. Hopefully, the bill will be heard in commit-

tee and then ultimately shelved. The bottom line is that we need

less, not more government intrusion into our daily lives. Further-

more, with HPD’s resources already stretched thin, the responsi-

bility falls upon individuals to take personal responsibility for their

safety and to be more aware of their surroundings—including

while crossing the street and driving on Oahu’s roads.
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community organizations and

better data collection to identify

and troubleshoot violence

hotspots.

There is absolutely no rea-

son why the Aloha State, with

its rich traditions of family and

community cannot embrace

peace and reject violence in our

homes and in our cities. The ini-

tiation of violence begins with a

flawed belief that hurting peo-

ple fixes things when in fact it

only destroys our economy and

hinders our future. We believe

that love overcomes all things

and produces successful and

happy nations. It’s time to heal

our homes and start building a

future that’s worth living in. 

cross the country,

we see govern-

ment paralyzed in

conflict and con-

frontation. But

here in Hawai‘i,

our State Legislature and the

Abercrombie Administration

are poised to do something

completely different. We are

drawing from our values of

aloha and lōkahi. We are reach-

ing out to each other. And in the

face of our biggest challenges,

we are seeing bigger opportuni-

ties.

As national and local

elected officials anxiously seek

ways to improve the economy

and raise desperately needed

tax revenues, one economic

strategy that policymakers

should consider is the benefits

that reducing violence can

bring. A recent study released

by the Washington DC based

Institute for Economics and

A

$349 Million In Lost Revenue: The Economic
Cost Of Violence In Hawaii

Peace indicates that reducing

violence in Hawaii by as much

as 25 percent would create

$349,614,285 in additional

economic activity, a phenom-

ena known as the dynamic

peace dividend or DPD. And

just to show you how much vi-

olence hurts Hawaii and holds

back our potential, the same

study indicates that if it were

theoretically possible to elimi-

nate all violence from Hawaii,

we would see a whopping

$1,398,457,141 in DPDs!

Frédéric Bastiat famously

wrote “Violence has disastrous

consequences.” Most people

understand that violence in-

creases the cost of law enforce-

ment and incarceration, but few

realize how violence goes a step

further to destroy productivity

and slow the development of a

country as a whole. So signifi-

cant is the impact of violence in

our communities that even the

World Bank has identified re-

duction of urban violence as a

top priority in achieving its Mil-

lennium Development Goals.

The Bank’s Social Develop-

ment Department noted in its

recent Violence in the City re-

port that “violence is inherently

disempowering for communi-

ties. Violence destroys social

networks and human capital and

degrades the built environ-

ment.”

Reducing violence by just

25 percent or more in Hawaii is

a goal that is easily within our

reach. While police can arrest

people for committing violence,

it’s important to understand that

all violence has social drivers,

one of which comes from abu-

sive homes. If you stop domes-

tic abuse, you will pull the root

of the problem out. We urgently

need to make domestic abuse

awareness and prevention a top

priority in Hawaii. Extensive re-

search shows that both males

and females who grow up under

domestic abuse are at greater

risk to engage in homicides, ag-

gravated assault, rape and rob-

bery later on in life. Violence is

learned and violence is perpet-

uated on others; what happens

in the home affects the entire

city.

We also need to explore

ways to educate the community

on how to deal with frustration,

lack of trust, anger and emo-

tional trauma without resorting

to abuse or violence. Several

things that show strong promise

are after school programs/men-

toring programs for children,

youth employment opportuni-

ties, coordinated anti-violence

programs between existing

By Danny de Gracia II and Cassie Ann Sumimoto
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fter more than three decades of in-

conspicuous yearly celebrations,

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church is

celebrating 95 years of existence

with a bang and joyous celebration

reminiscent of town festivals back in the

Philippines—a prelude to the bigger cen-

tennial celebration in 2016.

On June 11th, the sound of

merriment will be at St. An-

thony’s Church located at 640

Puuhale Road in Kalihi. Expect

a whole-day feast for the senses

and one’s palate with Filipino

miki (flat noodle soup) and ar-
rozcaldo, and Hawaiian shaved

ice; Leonard’s malasadas and

other fiesta fare; farm produce

and rummage sale; games and

contests (hotdog eating); a raffle

draw with great prizes and en-

tertainment from local perform-

ers such as Soul Vibe, Samoan

Group and Ballroom Dancers.

Food for the spirit will be

provided at 6 pm by the Most

Reverend Larry Silva, Bishop of

the Diocese of Honolulu, who

will be celebrating the Thanks-

giving Mass with the combined

choir of St. Anthony’s Church.

The anniversary theme is “Love,

Service and Gratitude,” which

encompasses values that serve as

the impetus behind the church’s

mission of bringing the love of

God to the community.

St. Anthony’s historic brass

bell, as old as the church itself

and which was last rung in 1967,

will be unveiled and the winner

of the logo contest announced.

“The bell symbolizes our

sense of family, the faith of the

people and the history of this

church,” says St. Anthony parish

priest Father Manny dela Cruz,

MS.

The logo design contest,

which focused on the anniver-

sary’s theme, was open to all

parishioners and will be used in

the souvenir program, banners

and t-shirts. A crowd of about

500 is expected to join the fes-

tivities. 

Humble Beginnings
St. Anthony’s Catholic

Church started as a wooden ed-

ifice in 1916 with a seating ca-

pacity of 400. It was built by its

first parish priest Father Ulrich

Taube who made a daily com-

mute from the Downtown Hon-

olulu rectory at the Cathedral of

Our Lady of Peace to serve

parishioners in the Kalihi kai

area.. 

Before the parish was

canonically erected, members

had been celebrating Sunday

Mass in a rented store from an

altar built by Brother Calixtus

in 1840, when the Catholic faith

was first brought to the commu-

nity. The church was conse-

crated St. Anthony’s of Padua

by Msgr. Libert H. Boeynaems,

Vicar Apostolic of the Hawaiian

Islands.  

Father Ulrich was replaced

by Father Hubert Nijs after his

resignation in 1927 due to ill-

ness. This time, Father Hubert

stayed in a rectory cottage near

the church and became the first

resident priest. 

As the local population in-

creased, Father Hubert noticed

that most of the parishioners

didn’t have basic education and

that some of them were em-

ployed as plantation workers

and laborers. Moved with com-

passion, he made plans to open

a parish school, giving birth to

what is now known as St. An-

thony’s School.

On September 28, 1928,

St. Anthony’s School wel-

comed its first enrollees

(grades 1 and 2) totaling 130

students. Two Maryknoll nuns

initially served as teachers and

administrative staff until they

were joined by five more nuns.

A two-story convent was even-

tually built for the sisters to

save travel time from their res-

idence near Punahou School.

Inspired by a vision to bring

quality education to parish-

ioners, Father Hubert continued

expanding the school and im-

proving the convent. He built a

new three-story school next to

the new rectory in 1947 before

he was replaced as the parish

priest in 1950 by Father Mau-

rice Coopman, who worked

hard to erase the debt from

building the school and rectory.

Father Maurice retired due to

illness and was replaced by Fa-

ther Anselm Ernest Gouveia in

1962.

In 1967, the wooden church

was razed to make way for a

concrete, domed structure with a

semi-circular floor plan. Ray

Akagi’s design included a mo-

saic depicting the baptism of

Jesus by John the Baptist and

with stained glass windows

showing important events in the

history of the parish and diocese.

The pews were made from wal-

nut wood. The new edifice was

consecrated on August 25, 1968

by Msgr. John J. Scanlan,

Bishop of Honolulu.

A Spirit of Family
Today, the church is pas-

tored by parish priest Father

Manny dela Cruz, MS (Mis-

sionaries of Our Lady of La

Salette). He replaced Father Au-

gustine Uthuppu, MS, who had

been with the parish for five

years. Father Teddy Gaquit,

from the Diocese of Jaro,

Philippines, is priest-in-

residence and serves in the hos-

pital ministry. Four other

individuals help keep the parish

running—Evangeline Quiroga,

By Fiedes Doctor

A

(continued on page 5)

St. Anthony’s Church in Kalihi to 
Celebrate 95th Anniversary

Photography by Tim Llena
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secretary; Angela Cadavona, of-

fice staff; Mario Javier, office as-

sistant and Emy Magkalas,

bookkeeper. 

Volunteer leadership also

helps to keep the church alive

and functioning. Volunteers in-

clude the Parish Pastoral Council

headed by Prudencio Pilar, the

Apostolic Council headed by

Linda Tomas, the Knights of

Columbus with Grand Knight

Franklin Barcelona, St. An-

thony’s School with principal

Sister Victoria Lavente, SPC

(Sisters of St. Paul of Chartes),

St. Anthony’s Filipino Catholic

Club chaired by State Rep. Joey

Manahan and 18 other organiza-

tions that are either Filipino-led

or youth-based.

“Everyone is supportive—

from the parishioners to the staff

and the leadership,” says Father

Manny. “I am blessed to have

been given the assignment to be

here.”

St. Anthony’s stands out as

a church that is very similar to

Catholic churches back in the

Philippines, largely because of

the large Filipino population in

Kalihi community. Others from

as far as Aiea, Pearl City and

Kapolei drive every Sunday to

attend Mass.

“Welcoming,” “comfort-

able” and “family” are the key

words that are used when de-

scribing St. Anthony’s.

“It is a very welcoming

parish. I feel comfortable attend-

ing Mass and volunteering,”

says Esperanza Sipin, 77. She

has been a member since 1976

and started helping out as soon

as she settled into the parish life. 

“It’s like a second home for

my husband and me,” Sipin

says. “It’s a close knit church.

Everybody knows each other.”

She is involved in the Eu-

charistic ministry, St. Anthony’s

School Board, parish council, in-

fant baptism, marriage convali-

dation program and the Filipino

Catholic Club. 

“The people are very

friendly and the priests are very

nice. It feels like family and I

don’t feel like a stranger,” says

Jayme Cabais, 80, who has been

a faithful parishioner since 1949.

He witnessed the wooden struc-

ture being replaced by the more

stable concrete dome and the

many changes in church leader-

ship.

Cabais was only 18 when he

first attended St. Anthony’s. He

started volunteering as an altar

server and lector and also as a

member of the choir. He was

asked to be a deacon but de-

clined and just kept on serving.

“St. Anthony’s is a wonder-

ful church. I love the messages

every Sunday. I enjoy everything

here. I hope more people would

see how wonderful the church

is,” he says. 

About 1,500 parishioners at-

tend Mass every Sunday. Aside

from Filipinos, other attendees

include Chinese, Samoans, Mi-

cronesians, Caucasians, Hawai-

ians, Koreans and Japanese. 

Schedule of Masses on Sun-

days are 6:30, 8:30 and 10:30 in

the morning. Mass on weekdays

are at 6:30 am, and on Saturdays

at 7:00 am and the anticipated

Mass at 6:00 pm. An Ilocano and

a Visayan Mass are held once a

month on Sundays at 4:30 pm

and 5:00 pm, respectively. 

Quality Catholic education
In 1971, the Maryknoll Sis-

ters were succeeded by the Sis-

ters of the Religious of the

Virgin Mary from the Philip-

pines as administrators and fac-

ulty. On June 17, 2006, three

members of the Congregation of

the Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres

arrived in Hawaii and assumed

administration of St. Anthony’s

School. They also filled two

teaching positions with the

growing student population.  

The school is now staffed by

the Philippine province of the

Congregation of the Sisters of St.

Paul of Chartres and lay staff.

There are currently 12

teachers, 10 full-time and 2 part-

time; and five non-teaching staff,

two of whom are part-time. The

student-teacher ratio is 9:1 and

the average class size is 10.56.

All of the teaching staff com-

pleted their baccalaureate de-

grees. Eight of them, four lay

and four Religious, have com-

pleted their Master’s degree in

education-related fields. All in

all, there are 11 Filipinos em-

ployed in the school, including

choir teacher Cora Palafox

Aczon who has been with the

school for 16 years.

As a testament to excellence

in Catholic education, St. An-

thony’s received a positive eval-

uation earlier this year from the

Visiting Committee of the

WCEA/WASC, eventually lead-

ing to the School’s accreditation

this June. 

“We commend the pastor,

the administration, the faculty,

staff, parents and the student

body of St. Anthony School for

having worked together to make

the school a loving, caring, and

Christ-centered learning envi-

ronment,” says committee chair-

person Kathleen Radecke. “The

school is highly effective in its

faith formation and excellent in

(from page 4, ST. ANTHONY’S...)

its academic programs.”

The Western Catholic Edu-

cational Association (WCEA) is

a private educational accrediting

agency under the Bishops of the

Catholic (Arch) Dioceses of Cal-

ifornia. It aims to promote qual-

ity Catholic education that

assures the “primacy of faith for-

mation and educational excel-

lence.”

The Western Association of

Schools and Colleges (WASC),

on the other hand, is one of six

regional associations that ac-

credit public and private schools,

colleges and universities in the

U.S. Both organizations work

hand-in-hand to assist schools in

their self-evaluation and to grant

them a Certificate of Accredita-

tion for having established and

maintained an excellent aca-

demic program and strong faith

formation in accordance with the

criteria adopted by the Accredit-

ing Commission.

Radecke described St. An-

thony School as “a community

where everyone is striving to

provide a Catholic environment

and where quality education is a

priority.” 

Joining Radecke in the eval-

uation were WCEA representa-

tives from Hawaii: Darcie

Kawamura, vice principal of

Maryknoll School; Pamela

Falasco, assistant principal /

teacher of St. Elizabeth School;

Adrianne Hill, teacher at St.

Patrick’s School; and Errol

Christian, assistant campus min-

ister, St. Louis School. 

“The accreditation for im-

proving student learning is a tan-

gible expression of St.

Anthony’s commitment to qual-

ity education,” says Sister Victo-

ria Lavente, SPC. “It enables the

school to align its curriculum

with the teachings of the church

and become the standard to pro-

duce a graduate with a strong

Catholic identity and equipped

with 21st century skills.” 

As a Catholic School, its

mission is to “work for the de-

velopment of the whole per-

son—spiritual, intellectual,

social, physical and emotional—

whose life is centered in Christ.”

As an American school, it aims

Students at St. Anthony's School receive quality Catholic education

(continued on page 6)

Photography by Tim Llena
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he Social Security

Board of Trustees

recently released

its annual report

on the financial

health of the So-

cial Security Trust

Funds. According to the report,

the combined assets of the Old-

Age and Survivors Insurance

and Disability Insurance

(OASDI) Trust Funds will be ex-

hausted in 2036, one year sooner

than projected last year. At that

time, there will be sufficient

non-interest income coming in to

pay about 77 percent of sched-

uled benefits.

The DI Trust Fund, while

unchanged from last year, will

be exhausted in 2018 and leg-

islative action will be needed

soon. At a minimum, a realloca-

Simplification Proposal, which

would be a good start for bipar-

tisan debate. I urge the House

and Senate to review this pro-

posed legislation carefully and

schedule hearings this year.”

Other highlights of the

Trustees Report include:

• Income including interest to

the combined OASDI Trust

Funds amounted to $781

billion ($637 billion in net

contributions, $24 billion

from taxation of benefits,

$117 billion in interest and

$2 billion in reimbursements

from the General Fund of

the Treasury) in 2010.

• Total expenditures from the

combined OASDI Trust

Funds amounted to $713

billion in 2010.

• The assets of the combined

OASDI Trust Funds in-

creased by $69 billion in

2010 to a total of $2.6 tril-

lion.

• During 2010, an estimated

157 million people had

earnings covered by Social

Security and paid payroll

taxes.

• Social Security paid benefits

of $702 billion in calendar

year 2010. There were about

54 million beneficiaries at

the end of the calendar year. 

• The cost of $6.5 billion to

administer the program in

2010 was a very low 0.9

percent of total expendi-

tures.

• The combined Trust Fund

assets earned interest at an

effective annual rate of 4.6

percent in 2010.

The 2011 Trustees Report is

available online at: www.so-

cialsecurity.gov/OACT/TR/2011

Social Security Board: Trust Fund Exhaustion One Year Sooner
tion of the payroll tax rate be-

tween OASI and DI would be

necessary, as was done in 1994.

The Trustees also project that

OASDI program costs will ex-

ceed non-interest income in

2011 and will remain higher

throughout the remainder of the

75-year period.

In the 2011 Annual Report

to Congress, the Trustees also

announced the following:

• The point at which non-in-

terest income fell below pro-

gram costs was 2010.

Program costs are projected

to exceed non-interest in-

come throughout the re-

mainder of the 75-year

period.

• The projected actuarial

deficit over the 75-year

long-range period is 2.22

percent of taxable payroll—

0.30 percentage point larger

than in last year’s report.

• Over the 75-year period, the

Trust Funds would require

additional revenue equiva-

lent to $6.5 trillion in pres-

ent value dollars to pay all

scheduled benefits.

“The current Trustees Re-

port reflects what we have long

known to be true—we need

changes to ensure the long-term

solvency of Social Security and

to restore younger workers’ con-

fidence in the program,” says

Michael J. Astrue, Commis-

sioner of Social Security.  

“The report also highlights

the more near-term shortfall in

the Disability Insurance Trust

Fund. Our disability programs

are complex and there is a long

history of well-intended ‘re-

forms’ causing unintended con-

sequences. The president sent to

Congress our Work Incentive

T

COVER STORY (cont.)

to “instill patriotism among the

students, cultivate appreciation

of the values and accomplish-

ments of their own culture, and

prepare them to become better

and productive citizens of the

country.”

Journey of Faith
Most Reverend Larry Silva

credits the “ancestors in the

faith” for building, sustaining

and nurturing the church and the

school for almost a century. 

“Celebrating this 95th an-

niversary can very well serve as

a time of preparation and re-

newal, so that the 100th anniver-

sary will not simply honor an old

parish but one that is ever new

and vibrant,” he says. “Let’s

continue to build a future so that

others too can come to know and

serve the Lord.” 

The church’s 95th year

milestone is indeed not an easy

feat. It takes faith and determi-

nation to keep on proceeding

and building the church despite

trials, challenges and persecu-

tion. 

Father Manny is more than

up for the challenge of being the

pastor at such a historical time

and to continue the church’s tra-

ditions. He is happy to be lead-

ing at such a time and jokingly

hopes to be able to witness the

church’s next 100 years. Within

the next five years, he sees a

reinvigorated church in terms of

faith formation, leadership, wor-

ship and solid formation of the

youth and young adults, in addi-

tion to the physical upgrades to

the church and school.

“The very thing I want to

see is for the parishioners to have

a closer relationship with Jesus.

That’s the most important

thing,” he says. “As they prac-

tice their faith, I am hoping to

see a more collaborative effort to

support the church and to volun-

teer their time for the parish and

for God.”

Presently, as preparations

for the historical 95th anniver-

sary move forward to its culmi-

nation on June 11, members of

the anniversary committee are

pouring their talents, time, heart

and energy into the event. It is a

huge sacrifice but well worth it,

says anniversary committee

chairman Franklin Barcelona.

“Every individual is valu-

able in the expertise he or she

puts on the table. They are very

committed, involved and will-

ing to do the necessary tasks—

even going beyond what is

required of them,” he says. 

Members of the committee

are Father Manny, Sister Victo-

ria, Linda Tomas, Rep. Manahan

and wife Mary Ann, Leeza Ag-

paoa, Roland Manuel, Imelda

dela Cruz, and husband and wife

Prudencio and Vivien Pilar. 

“I am proud to be part of

this parish and the anniversary

committee,” says Tomas, who

has been with the church since

1986 and has a big heart for vol-

unteer work. “I hope to see

more people come to our church

and more parishioners to partic-

ipate in the activities of the

parish.”

“This unique experience of

the 95th anniversary will draw

the parishioners closer together

as a parish community to be

able to reach out to future gen-

erations and share God’s love,”

says Barcelona. “It is t ruly

something to look forward to.”

With the collective faith of

the parishioners and with God,

all things are possible for St.

Anthony’s Church.

(from page 5, ST. ANTHONY’S...)

By Jane Yamamoto-Burigsay

Photography by Tim Llena
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FORTHCOMING ARTI-

CLES: You will enjoy these

forthcoming articles:

Filipino lawyer finds some-

thing in common with Kate Mid-

dleton and flies to London;

Barack’s “playboy” father had

immigration problem and how

we could have resolved it

(ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws
degree from Yale Law School and a
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines. Office: 800
Bethel St., Suite 402, Honolulu, HI
96813. Tel. (808) 225-2645. E-Mail: filam-
law@yahoo.com. Websites: www.Mili-
taryandCriminalLaw.com,  and
www.ImmigrationServicesUSA.com.
Listen to the most witty, interesting, and
informative radio program in Hawaii
on KNDI at 1270, AM dial every Thurs-
day at 7:30 a.m., rebroadcast at
www.iluko.com.) 

ay a person be

compelled to

support a child

not his own

without violating

that person’s

constitutional right to due

process of law?

A&B, Fiipinos, were hus-

band and wife. The wife fooled

around and begot two children.

The wife filed for divorce and

obtained child support for the

two children by default judg-

ment.

Subsequently, the ex hus-

band became suspicious, follow-

ing whispers from friends, that

the children he was supporting

were not his own. He took the

children for DNA testing which

conclusively established that

they were not his children.

Consequently, he sought re-

lief from the support order. The

By Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte Tipon

IMMIGRATION GUIDE

M

May Husband Be Forced to Support
WifeÊs Adulterine Child?
ex wife had the chutzpah to ob-

ject.

The duty to support a child

is one that a father owes to his

own child. 41 Am Jur. 2d § 92,

citing In re Kemp, 234 B.R. 461

(Bankr. W.D. Mo. 1999), aff’d in

part, rev’d in part on other

grounds, 242 B.R. 178 (B.A.P.)

9th Cir. 1999), aff’d, 232 F.3d

652 (8th Cir. 2000) (applying

Missouri law and holding that

natural father is liable for sup-

port of his natural child).

“Once a husband’s nonpa-

ternity of children born during

the marriage is established, he

has no duty to support children

not biologically related to him.”

41 Am Jur. 2d § 92, citing In re

Lang, 293 B.R. 501 (B.A.P.

10th Cir. 2003) (applying Utah

law and holding that once the

issue of non-paternity is estab-

lished, a nonbiological father

has no duty to support any chil-

dren that are not biologically re-

lated to him).

Children born during marriage

pressumed legitimate
It has been held that “chil-

dren born during the parties’

marriage are presumed legiti-

mate, but that presumption, if re-

butted means that the

non-biological father has no fi-

nancial responsibility toward the

child.” Masters v. Worsley, 777

P.2d 499, 501 (Utah Ct. App.

1989) (applying Utah law).

“Generally, a husband is not,

merely by virtue of his status as

such, liable to support an illegit-

imate child born to his wife be-

fore or after marriage.” 41 Am

Jur. 2d § 93, citing Kucera v.

Kucera, 117 N.W.2d 810 (N.D.

1962) (applying North Dakota

law and holding that “a child

born to a marriage is presumed

to be the child of the parties to

the marriage, but this is only a

rebuttable presumption, and is

not  conclusive,” and  “since the

child is not a child of the mar-

riage, it follows that the trial

court could not require the de-

fendant to support such child,

and that the portion of the trial

court’s order relating to it also is

reversed”).

RECOMMENDATION:

If your wife fools around, it is

best to have her children DNA

tested to determine whether you

are really the father or not. Oth-

erwise you may be supporting

children not your own. That

would be double jeopardy.

Kaawa awa ka naman. Torotot

na, magbabayad ka pa. Long en-

gagements, like the more than 7

year live-in relationship of

Prince William and Catherine

“Kate” Middleton whose wed-

ding we witnessed in London on

April 29 can minimize (but not

necessarily guarantee) the inci-

dence of  infidelity.
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COMMUNITY PARADE

FILIPINO PARADE
Photos By: PHILIP VELEZ

THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS
OF FILIPINO FIESTA 
2011

19TH ANNUAL
FILIPINO FIESTA

Saturday, May 7, 2011

COMMENTARY

is expected to cost either $5.5

billion (if you believe the City’s

financial analysis), or $7.2 bil-

lion (if you believe the state’s fi-

nancial analysis.) Floating

bonds before federal funds are

secured is reckless on the part

of the mayor and the City Coun-

cil.

And one more thing—in

the 2010 elections, we voted for

the Honolulu Authority for

Rapid Transit or HART. The

HART amendment on the ballot

came with promises that HART

would be a cost-free board of

experts and that HART would

take politics out of rail.

Unfortunately, it was an-

other bait and switch. We now

know that HART will cost sev-

eral million dollars every year.

All HART members are politi-

cal appointees with zero rail ex-

perience. 

Also, multi-billion dollar

contracts for the rail have al-

ready been signed by politi-

cians. HART is another political

and expensive layer of bureau-

cracy. The public voted for none

of this.

onstruction crews

are working on

the rail project

near Waipahu

High School.

Many think that

construction for

the city’s proposed elevated rail

project has started but it’s not

true.

In January of this year, the

City received the Record on De-

cision (ROD) and a month later

proceeded with a ceremonial

groundbreaking (not a ground-

breaking ceremony.) A project

has a groundbreaking ceremony

when it’s ready to be built. The

proposed rail is not ready to be

built, as explained below.

The ROD allows the City to

start the relocation of utilities.

In order to complete the final

design, geotechnical samples

are needed. The City also

agreed to search for iwi kupuna

(ancestral bones) in the first six

miles of the project.

So as of May 2011, the sta-

C

Rail Still Facing Key Hurdles

tus of the rail project is as fol-

lows:

1.  The City does not yet have

Federal Transit Administra-

tion’s (FTA) approval to

enter Final Design. They

submitted a new financial

plan. In the 2009 financial

plan, the FTA told the City

to avoid using $300 million

from TheBus capital funds.

In the 2011 financial plan,

the City still used about

$250 million from TheBus

capital funds. This means

fewer monies for replacing

buses in the future.

2.  The City has not completed

Final Design. It is still col-

lecting the necessary geot-

echnical samples.

3.  Only after Final Design is

completed can the City

enter into a Full Funding

Grant Agreement with the

FTA.

4.  Only then will the actual dol-

lar amount from the federal

government be set in terms

of monies and year of ex-

penditure.

5.  At that point, Congress has

the prerogative to cut the

funding, reduce the funding

or grant it as stated.

Meanwhile, we are all

aware that Congress is clearly

into spending cuts. Congress

cut the FTA’s New Starts pro-

gram  by a whopping 20 percent

for 2011. All construction

monies for the Honolulu project

will come from FTA’s New

Starts program. In addition, the

2011 New Starts funding for the

whole nation is $1.59 billion

and Honolulu is asking for

$1.55 billion. Despite the influ-

ential U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye,

expectations that Honolulu will

receive substantial federal funds

are false.

So far the City has received

less than $50 million from the

federal government, most of

which are Sen. Inouye’s ear-

marks. In other words, the City

has received $0.05 billion (less

than 1 percent) for a project that

By Panos Prevedourous
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PHILIPPINE NEWS

M
ANILA, Philippines - Breast

cancer will overtake lung can-

cer as the leading deadly dis-

ease among Filipino women and men this

year, a report by the Philippine Cancer So-

ciety (PCS) showed.

Citing the PCS’s “2010 Philippine

Cancer Facts and Estimate,” PCS chair Dr.

Roberto Paterno said breasts would side

step lungs as the “most common cancer

site” in the country.

“This is significant as far as the national

cancer control program is concerned as we

need to intensify efforts to save our women

from this deadly disease through early pre-

vention and detection,” Paterno said.

He added the country would have to

raise public awareness about cancer and

make treatment affordable and easily avail-

able for poor patients.

The report showed that “breast cancer

will be the leading site for both sexes com-

bined (15 percent) and will rank 1st among

women, accounting for 28 percent of all

cases.”

This year, an estimated 12,262 new

cases will occur among women while

some 4,371 will die of breast cancer.

Following breasts as cancer sites are

lungs, liver, cervix, colon, thyroid, rectum,

ovary, and prostate. Non-Hodgkins Lym-

phoma cancer was also considered.

For women, the five common cancer

sites are lungs, liver, prostate, colon and

rectum, followed by breasts, cervix, ovary,

and thyroid.

Paterno said the decrease in breast can-

cer cases could be attributed to the

women’s increased awareness about the

disease, enabling them to do self-screening

of their breast or have it done by medical

professionals.

The PCS report underscored the need

for women to do self-examination and un-

dergo annual breast examination when

they reach 30.

The PCS and the Department of

Health have embarked on a P15-million

program that will provide free treatment

for women with early stage cancer this

year.

Under the program, poor patients can

undergo a six-cycle treatment that is

worth P36, 000 to P180, 000 each.

(www.philstar.com) 

by Mayen Jaymalin
Tuesday, May 17, 2011

'Breast Cancer is Now Most
Common Cancer in Both Sexes' 

'Obese People Have Less
Chances of Getting Jobs' 

M
ANILA, Philippines

- Obesity is now

considered not just

a health hazard, but also an ob-

stacle in getting a job.

The International Labor

Organization (ILO) yesterday

reported that obese jobseekers

have less chances of getting hired com-

pared to those with normal weight.

In a report titled “Equality at work:

The continuing challenge,” ILO said there

are new forms of discrimination in work-

places, and that these include biases

against obese workers and jobseekers.

Based on a study done recently in Eu-

ropean countries, ILO said obese appli-

cants posted 20 percent fewer call-backs

for interview than their counterpart with

no weight problem.

ILO noted that weight discrimination

is more prevalent among women. It said

weight discrimination against women is

similar to the prevalence of race discrim-

ination and even more frequent compared

to age and sex discrimination.

Although the data on the so-called

“lifestyle discrimination” such as obesity

and smoking is still limited, there is an

emerging pattern that provides basis for

considering appropriate

policies to address the

problem, the ILO said.

Despite continuous

positive advances in

anti-discrimination leg-

islation, ILO said the

global economic and so-

cial crisis led to a higher

risk of discrimination

against certain groups.

Economically adverse times are a breed-

ing ground for discrimination at “work

and in society,” ILO Director-General

Juan Somavia said.

He said workplace discrimination has

become more varied, and discrimination

on multiple grounds is becoming the rule

rather than the exception.

Somavia further warned against a ten-

dency of governments worldwide during

economic downturns to give lower prior-

ity to anti-discrimination policies and

workers’ rights.

The report also showed that sexual

harassment is a significant problem in

workplaces.

Young, financially dependent, single

or divorced women, and migrants are

most vulnerable, while men who experi-

ence harassment tend to be young, gay or

members of ethnic or racial minorities.

(www.philstar.com) 

by Mayen Jaymalin
Tuesday, May 17, 2011
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Remittances from Overseas Filipinos up 5.9 Percent 
in First Quarter 

M
ANILA, Philippines

(Xinhua) - Remit-

tances from overseas

Filipinos rose 5.9 percent on

year to $4.59 billion in the first

quarter on steady global demand

for Philippine labor, the central

bank said Monday.

Some 80 percent of the re-

mittances the banks reported

originated from the United

States, Canada, Saudi Arabia,

the United Kingdom, Japan, Sin-

gapore, the United Arab Emi-

rates and Italy.

Central Bank Governor

Amando M. Tetangco Jr. said the

social unrest in some parts of the

Middle East and North Africa

and the string of disasters in

Japan didn't hurt remittance

flows to the Philippines.

"Total remittances from

Japan continued to grow by 5.3

percent to $219 million as more

overseas Filipinos based in

Japan reside in cities outside the

areas affected by the calamities,"

he said.

He acknowledged, however,

M
ANILA, Philippines -

A group of Filipinos

has developed a new

game in the social networking site

Facebook for racing enthusiasts

in the country.

The game called World Rac-

ers, developed by Makati-based

Inkstone Inc., introduces the con-

cept of social broadcasting to

Facebook gaming, according to

Inkstone technical director Paul

Gadi.

“World Racers game is a free

to play game that allows players

to team up with a friend and enter

a virtual race around the world,”

Gadi said.

He said social broadcasting

combines the trends of user gen-

erated content, social networking,

and gaming.

“Players generate videos from

their game play that they share

with other Facebook users. These

Facebook users become fans of the

players and can affect the outcome

of the race by supporting their fa-

vorite teams with in-game cash

and even penalize opposing teams

with time penalties,” Gadi said.

As part of the launch of

World Racers, Gadi said Inkstone

will be hosting the World Racers

Philippine Tournament exclusive

for local enthusiasts.

Gadi announced the tourna-

ment will commence in June.

As of January this year, there

are currently 21,759, 280 Fil-

i p i n o s  u s i n g  F a c e b o o k .

(www.philstar.com) 

by Edu Punay
Monday, May 16, 2011

this was a slowdown

from the 12.2 percent

Japan-originated remit-

tance growth from a

year earlier.

Filipinos based in

Bahrain, Yemen, Syria

and Libya collectively

sent home $40.1 million

or 4.5 percent higher

than a year ago.

(www.philstar.com) 

Pinoy
Develops
New
Facebook
Game 
by Helen Flores
Wednesday, May 18, 2011

A long line of OFWs in a remittance center
in Hongkong 
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Hotel located across the famous

Platinum Mall. PR Khun Ko-

rawee of Amari Watergate

Bangkok welcomed us to the

property in the heart of the

bustling Pratunam vicinity pop-

ular for its eclectic shopping

bazaars and modern lifestyle

malls.  The well-appointed bed-

room, which offers panoramic

city views, is replete all the com-

forts of a five-star luxury hotel

perfect for your holiday. Capture

the beauty and grace of the

Bangkok sunset from the out-

door garden terrace, housing a

Jacuzzi pool and sundeck. Savor

world cuisine at the seven din-

ing venues, and relax to the en-

chanting sound of Thai classical

music in the warm ambiance of

the lobby lounge.

Other highlights of our trip

included a visit to Madame Tus-

saud’s Bangkok wax museum.

Adults and kids will be amazed

by this attraction where visitors

can get up close and personal

with over 70 international and

local celebrities from historic

figures and world leaders. The

tenth Madame Tussaud’s to

open worldwide and the first in

Southeast Asia, Madame Tus-

saud’s Bangkok offers the ulti-

mate celebrity experience. We

gamely posed for photos with

the Dalai Lama, Lady Diana

Spencer, Gandhi, Barack and

Michelle Obama, Isaac Newton,

Spider-Man, Michael Jackson

and more.

Next stop was at Viman-

mek, the largest golden teak

wood palace in the world

erected in 1901 upon the request

of King Rama V. Located in

Dusit Park, the royal residence

was originally built in 1868 on

the island Ko Si Chang in Chon-

buri Province  and was dis-

mounted peg by peg and

reconstructed in its current loca-

tion in the capital.

Inspired by European and

Victorian architecture, 31 of the

81 rooms that make up this build-

ing were restored and refurbished

closest to its original state with

personal effects from the sover-

eign and his family.  Chinese

porcelain, crystal, furniture,

paintings, statues, ivory and car-

pets complement the remarkable

splendor of this residence.

Just behind the opulent ex-

y late mom Mila

Salgado Dayrit be-

lieved that choos-

ing a diamond is

one of life’s great-

est pleasures. For

me, finding a dazzling destina-

tion that satisfies our wanderlust

is an equally treasured passion.

Like a multi-faceted diamond,

Thailand offers each discrimi-

nating visitor a plethora of

choices when it comes to select-

ing a place and activity, whether

for holiday, business, golfing,

honeymoon, health and well-

ness, shopping, epicurean es-

capade or green eco-adventure. 

In a country where progress

ubiquitously punctuates each

brand-new day, the Tourism Au-

thority of Thailand (TAT), the

51-year-old agency established

in 1960, tasked to spearhead the

country’s tourism programs, re-

cently hosted over 300 media

and travel agents from all over

the world to celebrate the much-

awaited “Songkran Splendours

Festival.” TAT launched its new

marketing strategies for the year.

In 2010, its international visitor

arrivals totaled 15.84 million

and for 2011, its target is 15.5 to

16 million with projected

tourism revenue earnings of 600

billion baht. Our dear friend

Dave de Jesus represents TAT in

the Philippines.

As this year marks the auspi-

cious occasion of the King’s 84th

birthday, the event focused on

Thailand 2012, truly enjoyed the

wild, wild wet Songkran fury in

the streets of Bangkok. During

my awarding in 2008, I learned

that the objective of the Friends

of Thailand project is to honor

and express appreciation to

Thailand’s “internat ional

friends” for their continued con-

tribution to the successful devel-

opment of Thai tourism. I was so

impressed by the organization

and expansive vision Thailand

has for media, tour operators,

airline, travel agencies and all

tourism related sectors.  

Khun Porntip Makornpan of

TAT Singapore and Dave de

Jesus encouraged our group,

which also included STAR

columnist Honey Jarque Loop,

Freeman’s Mayen Tan, and

travel agents from Cebu to sup-

port these projects.

In the past, TAT’s priority

was on social and economic de-

velopment. However, they have

changed direction as it focuses

on minimizing the ecological

impact of tourism. In realizing

the significance of the effects of

tourists’ carbon footprints, TAT

has launched an assortment of

products in the fields of respon-

sible tourism, sustainability and

eco-tourism.

It has also spearheaded the

“Go Green Go Thailand” cam-

paign and had launched a book

entitled Thailand’s 50 Great

Green Escapes. TAT is also call-

ing upon past visitors to share

their stories of Thailand in its lat-

est campaign for a chance to win

a cash prize and become the in-

spectacular and arresting

cultural activities that took

place in Bangkok and the 12

history-rich cities across the

country.  If there is one fes-

tival here that you shouldn’t

miss, it’s the Songkran.

Suraphon Svetasreni,

governor of TAT, shared that

“Songkran is the biggest

and most important festival

of the year when families

and friends gather around to

celebrate the new year,

honor their elders and join

in the fun of splashing each

other.” He also said that it’s

like Christmas and Thanks-

giving rolled into one.

or three days of the cel-

ebration, water balloons are tar-

geted at suspecting and

unsuspecting participants, hoses

become makeshift water can-

nons that bombard passersby

and high-powered water guns

are fired from pickup trucks, bi-

cycles, motorbikes and cars at

pedestrians and other vehicles.

In Chiang Mai, buckets, bowls,

hoses are used to thoroughly in-

undate each other with ice-cold

hydro power. “Anarchy on the

loose” can best describe this

playful water mayhem.            

My dear friend Marbee

Shing Go, who received the

Friend of Thailand Award for In-

ternational Media 2010, and

dear friend Cheryl Tiu of  Mega

Publishing, whom we are root-

ing for to be the next Friend of

spiration for a film. These

moments will then be col-

lected and shown as part

of “The Most Amazing

Show On Earth,” a web-

site where visitors can

browse stories of Thai-

land from all over the

world.

The New Year was

truly a merry one as we

converged at Lean on

Tree, the authentic Thai

restaurant of our beloved

friend Thai Airways GM

Nivat Chantarachoti, who

jetted in from Zurich

where he is currently

posted. 

Located at

Sukhumvit Soi 18, Lean

on Tree serves the most delight-

ful cuisine with our favorites

such as phad Thai, fish cakes

with sweet chili sauce, fresh

steamed fish, crabs and prawns

cooked with delectable Thai

spices and curries, and, of

course, for that sweet ending,

sticky rice with mango. Lean on

Tree also offers excellent Thai

massages in this traditional teak

wood home that was renovated

for this spa haven.  We surely

miss GM Nivat and he promised

to visit Manila soon.

Another treat was experi-

enced at Rarinjinda Spa

Bangkok, an oasis in the middle

of the city jungle and multi-

awarded tourism awardee. It’s

an architectural haven with dark

marble flooring, water flowing

from marble orbs, romantic

lighting, and divine massage

treatments. The couple’s hot

stone massage is the ultimate

bonding experience where you

can cast your worries to the

wind while the nurturing heat of

mother earth embraces your

core. As the temperature of the

stones reaches the pinnacle of

heat that your body can stand,

your masseuse expertly glides

the stones with fragments of ice

in a synchronized movement

that actually seems like a grace-

ful dance. The motion of the

stones and duality of heat and

cooling ice is truly invigorating.

Kudos to Khun Praset Jivananit,

owner of Rarinjinda in

Bangkok, Chiang Mai and the

newest addition in Phuket.

Our home away from home

in Bangkok was the posh Amari

TRAVEL & LEISURE

Thailand Goes Green - and Wet 
RENDEZVOUS By Christine S. Dayrit

M

Go Green Adventure at Ti Lo Re waterfall is
sustainable tourism at its finest

(continued on page 13)
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to exercise it despite mounting calls

for him to do so. For example, we

have yet to see if he will authorize

deferred departure of Dream Act

students who are in removal pro-

ceedings and expand waivers for il-

legal immigrants with immediate

relatives who are U.S. citizens. 

While our Representatives are

mired in partisan politics, President

Obama can start fixing what Con-

gress cannot by the mere signing of

an Executive Order. 

Immigration reform has taken

a back seat to other key points in his

presidential agenda, such as health

care reform and economic policy.

With the clock ticking on his term,

President Obama is urged to go be-

yond mere pronouncements and to

lead the push for comprehensive

immigration reform, lest he become

another poster child for the usual

games that those in Washington

play.

REUBEN S. SEGURITAN has been
practicing law for over 30 years. For
further information, you may call him
at (212) 695 5281 or log on to his web-
site at www.seguritan.com

uring his election

campaign in 2008,

President Obama

vowed to make im-

migration reform

one of his adminis-

tration’s priorities.

Three years hence, many are still

waiting to see if he will ever make

good on his promise. 

President Obama gave a major

speech on immigration in El Paso,

Texas on May 10, 2011. He ex-

plained the political reality that im-

migration is so complex and

divisive an issue and complained

that good faith efforts from Demo-

cratic and Republican parties alike

have fallen prey to the “usual Wash-

ington games”. 

In pitching immigration re-

form, Obama made the case that it

ders and enforce the law. Second,

businesses would be held account-

able for exploiting undocumented

workers. 

Third, a legalization scheme

would require undocumented immi-

grants to admit their violation of the

law and pay their taxes, pay a fine,

learn English, and undergo a

lengthy process that includes back-

ground checks. 

Fourth, the legal immigration

system would also be reformed.

Obama wanted talented individuals

to be able to study in the U.S., as

well as start businesses and create

jobs. He also expressed that farm

workers need a path to legal status.

He recognized that families follow-

ing the rules and enduring long

waiting times separated from one

another must be reunited more

quickly. Finally, he affirmed his

conviction that the Dream Act

should be passed by Congress. 

While many immigration ad-

vocates appreciate the commitment,

By Reuben S. Seguritan

D

Obama on Immigration Reform
– A Broken Record? 
would make America more com-

petitive by attracting and retaining

talent and strengthen the middle

class by eliminating the under-

ground economy comprised of un-

documented workers. He

acknowledged that the system is

broken but asked, along with every-

one else, whether our officials

would ever summon the will to do

something about it. 

Reiterating his call on Repub-

licans to do their part, the President

outlined the concessions that he had

made, including the increase in bor-

der security, completion of the bor-

der fence, enforcement measures

that target employers, and a depor-

tation scheme that focuses on crim-

inals. 

The best step to take, said the

President in his speech, was to fix

the broken system as a whole. His

version of comprehensive immigra-

tion reform would have at least four

main features. First, the government

would continue to secure the bor-

they cannot help but doubt Obama’s

sincerity and wonder if he only re-

visited this issue because he needs

votes for next year’s election. Is it

all rhetoric? Is this a case of saying

something but doing another?

In 2009, almost 390,000 immi-

grants were deported – an average

of 1,100 deportations per day. Stud-

ies have shown that the current cost

of deportation is $18,302 per per-

son. The number of undocumented

immigrants in the U.S. today is es-

timated at 12 million. 

If his administration were as

committed to achieving reform,

why can’t President Obama take

executive action? Until a compre-

hensive immigration reform law is

passed, the executive branch can

come up with policies, programs

and procedures that can in a limited

but significant way fix one or more

problems in the current immigration

system. After all, immigration laws

are administered by the federal gov-

ernment.  

President Obama has the

power to authorize executive action

but he has for the most part refused

WHAT’S COOKING

travagance of the Temple of the

Emerald Buddha stands Wat

Phra Chetuphon, which is more

commonly known by its old

name of Wat Po. It was founded

in the 17th century, making it the

oldest temple in Bangkok.  Stroll

around, say a fervent prayer,

meditate and acquire a peaceful

calm that permeates your being.

There is so much to see and

so much to do. A visit to Thailand

always offers something new.

Truly, Bangkok enchants and

captures you in a way like no

other.  A hedonist’s delight, a sen-

sual feast that doesn’t try hard

but ultimately wins your affec-

tion. With a vision toward even

greater heights and an effective

tourism program truly in place, it

is just a matter of time for all

their plans to reach fruition. It is

an honor to be a Friend of Thai-

land. It will always be.  Mom

would certainly agree that as we

scale the traveling distances, we

realize that the friends we meet

and who become part of our

lives, are the most precious dia-

monds after all. (www.philstar.com)

(from page 12, THAILAND ...)

Recipe File:
Roadtrip
Recipe

SALMON
CHEESE SPREAD

INGREDIENTS:

■ 1-2 13g can pink salmon,

drained and flaked

■ 1/2 cup Magnolia cream

cheese spread, original fla-

vor

■ 1/2 cup Magnolia cheddar

cheese, grated

■ 1/4 cup pickle relish

pepper to taste

■ assorted crackers or toasts

PROCEDURE:

In a bowl, combine salmon,

cream cheese, cheddar cheese,

and pickle relish. Mix alto-

gether until smooth. Season

spread with pepper to taste.

Serve together with crackers or

toasts

Serves four. (www.philstar.com)

M
ANILA, Philippines -

It’s the height of sum-

mer and everyone’s

bound to go out, travel, and

have fun! Why not make your

next getaway more enjoyable

while at the same time spending

less by preparing your own

food-to-go? With these deli-

cious concoction from San

Miguel My Great Food Club,

you’ll surely take pleasure in

your roadtrip feasts even more!
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M
ANILA, Philippines

-  President Aquino

will push through

with the appointment of former

Sen. Manuel Roxas II as presi-

dential chief of staff despite Sen.

Joker Arroyo’s warning that this

could lead to a power struggle in

the Palace.

D e p u t y  p r e s i d e n t i a l

spokesperson Abigail Valte said

there was no need for the Presi-

dent to choose between Roxas

and Executive Secretary Paquito

Ochoa Jr. because creating the

office of a presidential chief of

staff was well within the powers

of the Chief Executive.

“Based on the Administra-

tive Code, the President can re-

organize his offices as he sees fit.

We have seen that in past ad-

ministrations,” Valte said.

Arroyo had said the creation

of the position of chief of staff

would cause confusion and pan-

demonium in Malacañang,

adding that there is no such of-

fice under the law.

The senator also urged the

President to just choose between

Roxas and Ochoa as his executive

secretary to avoid overlapping of

functions and to give Ochoa an-

other post with Cabinet rank.

But Valte said concerns

about the confusion and pande-

monium were “baseless” and

“premature.” She said the ad-

ministrative order defining

Roxas’ job is also being carefully

studied to ensure that there is no

overlapping of functions.

“At this point it would be

better to wait for the issuance of

the AO and to see the functions,

then deliver an opinion based on

the AO,” she said.

Valte said Roxas would as-

sume his post after he had taken

his oath. But she declined to give

any timetable, saying they would

by Aurea Calica
Wednesday, May 18, 2011

want to make sure that Roxas’

functions would be clear.

Valte meanwhile dismissed

criticisms that the President

would need Roxas to handle the

demands of his office.

“We no longer pay attention

to those comments. What we

need is if there are people willing

to help pursue the reform agenda

of the President, then that is what

we will focus on,” Valte said.

Valte added Roxas had been

in the Palace and in other en-

gagements upon the President’s

invitation.

“He is there to help the Pres-

ident whenever the President

seeks help or advice,” she said.

(www.philstar.com)

A
Filipina sophomore

student from El

Camino Real High

School in Woodland Hills, Clare

Lynne Ramirez, got the highest

award (Superior) in the

newswriting competition during

the recent Journalism Education

Association/ Spring National

High School Journalism Con-

vention held at the Anaheim

Convention Center recently. Last

year, Clare also got the Superior

award during the 2011 conven-

tion in Oregon, besting over

other participants who are

mostly juniors and seniors.

The Journalism Education

Association, Inc., is the only in-

dependent national scholastic

journalism organization for

teachers and advisers. Every

year, they have the write-off

competitions for students across

the country with several cate-

gories such as newswriting, fea-

ture writing, sports writing, re-

view writing, commentary writ-

ing, broadcast newswriting etc.

Born in April 1995, in Que-

zon City, Philippines, 16-yr old

Clare is the daughter of Pedro &

Marilyn Ramirez and sister of

John Paul. They immigrated to

the United States in Los Angeles

in July 2002.

Clare finished her prepara-

tory school (K1-K3) at Sister

Maria Carmela Brescia School

P-Noy Stands Firm on Mar Post 

Pinay is Top Winner for Newswriting in 2011
National Write-Off Competition where she received

the highest and out-

standing award

among the students

and delivered a vale-

dictory address in

March 2002.

She was enrolled

first grade at Chase

Elementary School in

Panorama City on

September 2002. After two

months, Clare was accelerated to

second grade. From 2nd grade to

3rd grade, she’s a consistent

principal award and was chosen

for the special class for talented

and gifted students.

In her fourth grade, Clare’s

parents transferred her to St.

Genevieve Elementary School.

In her first year, she represented

her school and won in an essay

contest organized by the Arch-

diocese of Los Angeles and re-

ceived a $1000 bond from

William H. Hannon Memorial

Scholarship Foundation. For two

years. she was a consistent 1st

place winner representing St.

Genevieve at the San Fernando

Valley Spelling Bee Contest.

She represented St.

Genevieve and the Archdiocese

of Los Angeles and the entire

California state as one of the 24

winners of 2006-2007 National

Holy Childhood Association

(HCA) Christmas Artwork Con-

test organized by the Pontifical

Mission Societies in the United

States.

On her graduation in 2009,

Clare received the highest honor

and different individual awards

including an “Outstanding Aca-

demic Excellence Award” from

US President Barack Obama and

from the US Secretary of Educa-

tion, and the “Academic Junior

High Decathlon Award” from

the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

During her freshman year at

El Camino Real High School,

Clare was chosen as Art Direc-

tor of the school newspaper

Kings Courier. Now a sopho-

more student, Clare is the pres-

ent Feature Editor of the school

newspaper and will be the

youngest incoming Editor in

Chief for the next school year

2011 – 2012.

Clare’s father, Pedro

Ramirez Jr., is the Director of

Multicultural Health Awareness

and Prevention Center at St. Vin-

cent Medical Center, while her

mother, Marilyn, is a school-

teacher at St. Genevieve Ele-

mentary School.

For all her wonderful bless-

ings and impressive achieve-

ments, Clare humbly gives the

glory to God. In the last para-

graph of her graduation mes-

sage, she stated “Above all, I am

giving all the glory and thanks-

giving to our Dear God, the best

Teacher, for without His bless-

ings and guidance, we would

never be in this wonderful

world.” (www.asianjournal.com)

TOGETHER AGAIN.
Mar Roxas stressing
a point to Noynoy
Aquino during a
campaign sortie in
last year’s election.
Roxas lost in his VP
bid but now Presi-
dent Noynoy Aquino
is making sure that
Roxas will be with
him now in Mala-
cañang as his Chief
of Staff.

MAINLAND NEWS
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M
ANILA, Philippines - Some 110 Filipinos stay-

ing at the Hajj Terminal in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-

bia are now home after Vice President

and Presidential Adviser on Overseas Filipino

Workers (OFW) Affairs Jejomar C. Binay helped

facilitate their immediate repatriation.

Welfare Officer Benny I. Reyes of the Philip-

pine Consulate in Jeddah said that 58 more are ex-

pected to arrive today, May 19, at 11:50 p.m. via

Brunei Airways Flight BI 689.

“This is the fulfillment of our promise to our

kababayans when we visited them in March. I am

glad that they can now reunite with their families

and start their lives anew,” Binay said.

While in Saudi, the Vice President secured the

nod of King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud to

repatriate 4,500 Filipinos, including 1,084 who are

staying at the Hajj Terminal.

However, he learned that the Philippine gov-

ernment would need at least P143 million to pay

for the plane fare of all the overstaying OFWs. He

said, however, that priority can be given to the

OFWs at the Hajj Terminal, since it would drasti-

cally reduce the Philippine Embassy's expenses. 

Malacañang gave at least P205 million to the

Department of Foreign Affairs to replenish its As-

sistance to Nationals unit, which is used to fund

RENTAL

110 OFWs Stranded in Jeddah Arrive
in Manila 

CLASSIFIED ADSCOMMUNITY CALENDAR

NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTORS
NEEDED, OAHU AREA
Additional newspaper distributors are
needed in the island of Oahu ● Must
have a valid driver's license and at
least 2 years of driving experience
preferred. Send your resume to
filipinochronicle@gmail.com or call
808-678-8930.

UNITED PANGASINAN ASSOCIATION OF
HAWAIIÊS 43RD ANNIVERSARY AND  IN-
STALLATION OF OFFICERS / SATURDAY
May 21, 2011, 6pm ● Pacific Beach Hotel

● For more info, contact Cely Villareal @

778-2481 or Fred Martinez @ 358-8049

UFCH'S MRS. HAWAII FILIPINA / SUNDAY
May 29, 2011, 6pm ● Ala Moana Hotel ●

Contact: Lynne Gutierrez-728-1700

OFCC'S MS. OAHU FILIPINA / SATURDAY
June 4, 2011, 6pm ● Hawaii Prince Hotel

● Contact: Maria Etrata-392-2962

DINNER BALL, 113TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE PROCLAMATION OF PHILIPPINE INDE-
PENDENCE / SATURDAY
June 11, 2011, 6pm ● Hilton Hawaiian
Village, Tapa Ballroom ● For details, call

Maggie Domingo @783-0068 or Edna
Alikpala @ 282-3669 or the Philippine
Consulate @ 505-6316 ext. 241

OFCC CONVENTION / SUNDAY 
June 12, 2011, 7:30am – 4pm ● Philip-

pine Consulate ● For more info, Contact:

Mario Palma @ 397-8626, Maria Etrata

@ 392-2962 or Amado Yoro @ 699-9814

KNIGHTS OF RIZAL-HAWAII DR. JOSE P.
RIZAL 150TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION AND DR. JOSE P. RIZAL
AWARD GALA NIGHT / SUNDAY
June 19, 2011, 6pm ● Waikiki Ballroom,
Hale Koa Hotel ● For more information,
please call 864-5222 or email 
rliongson@gmail.com

UFCH CONVENTION IN LAS VEGAS / 
FRIDAY 

July 15, 2011, 7:30am – 4pm ● Contact:

Lynne Gutierrez-728-1700

ILOCOS SURIAN ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII,
DINNER AWARDS AND FUNDRAISING
/ SATURDAY

August 27, 2011, 6pm ● Coral Ball-
room, Hilton Hawaiian Village ● Contact:
Danny Villaruz @ 778-0233 or Maria
Etrata @ 392-2962

S
ANTA ANA - A Filipino

woman was arraigned here on

Thursday, for murder and at-

tempted murder charges after she

killed her husband and tried to kill

their son in the family’s Tustin Ranch

Home.

The Orange County District At-

torney contends that 41-year-old An-

namaria Magno Gana killed her

72-year-old husband Antonio Poten-

ciano Gana and shot their 16-year-old

son on Mother’s Day at their home in

Tustin.

Despite being shot in the arm,

her 16-year-old son was able to call

911 and alert deputies. Gana’s second

Pinay Charged with 2 Felonies

GLOBAL NEWS

son, a nine-year-old, witnessed the

altercation and was able to wrestle

the gun away from her and throw it

outside before deputies arrived, ac-

cording to officials.

Antonio Gana was the former

head of the Ninoy Aquino Interna-

tional Airport during the Estrada ad-

ministration, according to GMA

news.

The Orange County Sheriff’s de-

partment, who investigated this case,

arrived at the scene and arrested

Gana. She was transported to the

hospital to be treated for minor in-

juries sustained while shooting the

firearm.

The defendant’s two sons are in

protective custody.

No motive was given. GMA re-

ported that Annamaria was recently

diagnosed with breast cancer.

Annamaria Gana is charged with

one felony count each of murder and

attempted murder with sentencing

enhancements for the personal dis-

charge of a firearm causing death

and the personal discharge of a

firearm causing great bodilyinjury.

If convicted, she faces a maxi-

mum sentence of 82 years to life in

state prison. Gana is being held on

$1 million bail. world.” (www.asian-
journal.com)

the repatriations.

DFA and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administra-

tion shouldered the plane fares of the 168 repatriates from

Jeddah. (www.philstar.com)
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