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loha and welcome to the lat-

est and one of the most inter-

esting issues of the Hawaii

Filipino Chronicle! We con-

tinue to work hard to provide

our readers with news of im-

portance to Hawaii’s Filipinos. As many

of you already realize, our news stories

are usually those that are not covered by the mainstream

media. If you want to read news about the latest and impor-

tant goings-on back home in the Philippines or want a

unique Filipino angle, you’ve come to the right place! 

The cover story for this issue was written by Gregory

Garcia who delves into the hot-button issue of the Respon-

sible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012.

When you think about it, this issue is really about the poor

people who suffer from the highest population growth in

the Philippines. The rich and middle class already have easy

access to contraceptives, but not so for the poor and uned-

ucated. President Aquino is to be commended for his coura-

geous support of the RH bill despite intense opposition from

the Catholic Church. To read more about this highly-con-

tentious issue, please turn to page 4. 

In another highly and emotionally-charged issue, a re-

cent ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the fed-

eral Defense of Marriage Act, which was hailed as a victory

for gay couples who want to marry. The ruling also opened

the door to gay marriage in the state California. The court’s

ruling disappointed most deeply-religious Filipinos who op-

pose same sex marriages. Nevertheless, the Chronicle’s

Emil Guillermo in his “Candid Perspectives” column on

page 3 details the experiences of several Honolulu residents

who recently traveled to San Francisco’s city hall for their

official wedding license. 

In less controversial news, with summer now in full

swing, many people are tempted to turn their air condition-

ing units to full blast, which unfortunately results in higher

electricity bills. If your wallet is beginning to feel the pinch,

consider Hawaiian Electric’s free tips on how to beat the

summer heat and lower your bills at the same time. If you’re

interested, please read “Summer Energy Saving Tips from

HECO” on page 10.  

That’s all for now. We at the Chronicle send our sincer-

est mahalo to our readers and advertisers for their faithful

support. It is truly a blessing to have them as partners as we

continue our mission to serve Hawaii’s vibrant and dynamic

Filipino community. As always, we encourage you to share

any story ideas, suggestions or concerns you may have by

sending an email to: filipinochronicle@gmail.com. Until

next time… aloha and mabuhay!

A
Supporting
Controversial RH Bill
in Philippines

ew social issues have divided the Philippines as

deeply as the controversial Responsible Parent-

hood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012.

President Benigno Aquino III signed the bill

into law in December 2012, making condoms

and other contraceptives accessible to poor Fil-

ipino families. The powerful Catholic Church led the charge

in opposing the bill, now Republic Act 10354. According

to the church, in countries where contraceptives are readily

available, their use encourages premarital sex, extramarital

relations and other occurrences that undermine the good of

the family.

In March, the Philippine Supreme Court voted 10-5 to

issue a status quo ante, which allows for a 120-day period

to fully assess pending petitions challenging the constitu-

tionality of Republic Act 10354. The Supreme Court is

scheduled to hear oral arguments on the petitions July 9th. 

For most families, having fewer or a reasonable number

of children is perfectly in line with responsible parenthood,

especially when it allows them to live within their means

and resources. What’s truly irresponsible are statements

from the law’s opponents that it promotes promiscuity and

destroys life. This is such an ill-informed, uninformed and

unenlightened view of sanctimonious groups who are obliv-

ious to what poor women, who bear the brunt of large fam-

ilies, have to endure to raise and feed their numerous

children. In Philippines, poor people comprise about one-

third of the country’s population. According to the United

Nations Population Fund, nearly half of all the pregnancies

in the Philippines are unwanted. The bottom line is that

poverty-stricken families with unwanted pregnancies face

a bleak future because they have too many children whom

they cannot feed, support or educate. These children, in

turn, grow up to become unproductive members of society. 

If given further education and proper resources, these

poor women and their families are wise enough to handle

their own affairs and do what is right for themselves. But

to continue to restrict their freedoms and ability to control

their lives is unconscionable. Let’s hope and pray that the

government will successfully defend the law which will

allow the Philippines to move forward to modernization. If

not, the country may be vey well left behind in the ash bin

of history. 

F

dward Snowden, 29, remains in hiding after

fleeing the U.S. for leaking top-secret details of

U.S. surveillance programs to the media. He

blew the whistle on a massive effort by the Na-

tional Security Agency (NSA) to track cell

phone calls and monitor the e-mail and internet

traffic of virtually all Americans. According to the govern-

ment, Snowden’s leak did “irreversible and significant dam-

age.” The Obama administration, in its defense, insisted that

it’s looking for information on terrorists rather than spying

on U.S. citizens. 

Funny thing is, the news of the government’s extensive

E
surveillance program did not surprise most Americans. In

a survey conducted a few days before the Snowden inci-

dent, 85 percent of Americans already believe that their

phone calls, e-mails and online activity are being moni-

tored. It was also widely known that the government’s

loose interpretation of the Patriot Act of 2001 allows for

the indiscriminant acquisition of so-called business records,

including sources, destinations and duration of telephone

calls. 

As for Snowden, those who have demonized him say

he is a traitor to his country, while others say he is a hero

whose only crime was confirming that the government ac-

Snowden: Hero or
Criminal?  

MeMber, Society of ProfeSSional 
JournaliStS(continued on page 3)
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Wedded Bliss and A Taste of Equality

n San Fran-

cisco’s City Hall,

it was a long way

from Kalihi,

were Jim Wong,

60, was born.

But as he held the hand

of his partner, Andrew

Pham, 51, Wong knew this

was a fulfillment of a life-

long dream:  marriage.

“It’s a miracle,” he said.

“To find someone to marry,

and then to be allowed to

marry him…”

His words trailed off.

But then his partner, soon to

be husband, finished his sen-

tence. “We never expected

this in our lifetime,” said

Pham.

It was the scene all

weekend in San Francisco’s

City Hall, where they got a

jump on history. As soon as

the proverbial ink was dry,

the city was ready  to start

up the legal marriage ma-

chine for same-sex couples.

By Saturday nearly 250

licenses were granted, and

180 marriages were actually

performed. After a failed at-

tempt by anti-marriage ad-

vocates to stop even more

marriages from taking place

before the Sunday parade

began, at least as many lined

Pham and Wong in line for

their shot at equality.

That made the historic

parade not the one the one

outside with the throngs of

people, but the steady pa-

rade of couples who entered

City Hall seeking marriage

equality.

One of the couples was

Sandra Hernandez and

Mailee Wong, frequent Maui

visitors who reside in Oak-

land.

Wong shed a tear as she

experienced the first seconds

of equality.

While the  Supreme

Court ruling earlier in the

week did not make same-sex

marriage legal everywhere,

it does requires the federal

government to recognize

same-sex marriages where

they are legal.  The other rel-

evant ruling of the week-- on

California’s Prop. 8---

rejected the law and cleared

what had been a roadblock

to same-sex marriage there.

That gave Wong the

green light. And she wasn’t

going to miss it.

“It’s a shame we had to

rush like this,” said Wong.

“But we weren’t sure how

long this would be available

to us before another chal-

lenged blocked us.”

The two had a “commit-

ment ceremony” done a year

earlier when their daughter,

Zolia was born. But a civil

ceremony like that just does-

n’t compare with the feeling

this brings with equality.

While the men and

women were coming into

City Hall for weddings and

licenses, outside, several

hundred thousand had fin-

ished the parade and were

boisterously celebrating in

the Civic Center plaza.

There the people came in

all shapes and sizes. A trio

from Honolulu caught my

attention, but how could

they not when one of them

took off her shirt to reveal

just how taken she was by

the day.

Maylinh Webb who

worked at the Outrigger was

showing off her exuberance

to her friends, Danielle Pol-

lick and Shannon Alivado,

two federal police officers

also based in Honolulu.

Pollik and Alivado have

been together for two years,

but said they aren’t ready to

tie the knot just yet.  But

they knew the importance of

making it to SFPride this

year.

“We were going to come

anyway, “ said Alivado, a

Filipino American, origi-

nally from San Diego. “But

the court ruling made this

even more special.”

They said they know

Gov. Abercrombie is for

same-sex marriage and

hoped the politics in Hawaii

would allow it to change its

law from civil unions to

same-sex marriages soon.

But for them SFPride

was still just the biggest

party on the West Coast,

where you never know what

you’d find.

For Jim Wong and his

spouse for life, Andrew

Pham, it was clear, what they

were looking for.

And, thanks to the

Supreme Court, they

found it: equality.

emil guillermo is an
award-winning journalist
and commentator who has
written on Filipino and
Asian-American issues for
many years. For two years,

he served on the editorial board of the
Honolulu Advertiser. Guillermo was the
first Filipino-American to host a na-
tional news program when he hosted
NPR’s “All Things Considered.”

He later served as press secretary
to then Congressman Norman Mineta in
the 103rd Congress in Washington.
Based in Northern California,
Guillermo, won an American Book
Award in 2000 for his book “Amok: Es-
says from an Asian American Perspec-
tive.” 

I
By Emil Guillermo

cumulated vast amounts of

personal data from the

American public, yet re-

peatedly denied doing so. A

traitor would have turned

over documents to a hostile

foreign government for per-

sonal profit, but in Snow-

den’s defense, he turned

them over to the media for

public scrutiny. Thanks to

Snowden, the American

people now fully realize

what their government is

doing. 

As it now stands, the

government should allow

Snowden to return home and

stand trial on espionage

charges—provided that his

constitutional rights would

be honored and that he

would be given a fair oppor-

tunity to explain his motiva-

tions and actions to an im-

partial judge and jury. Such

a trial would provide a real

discussion of the pros and

cons of government data

collection and whether it is

keeping Americans safe. If

we the people are willingly

handing over information

about our once-private lives,

let’s have some assurance

that the trade off is worth it.

EDITORIALS (from page 2, SNOWDEN...)

Maylinh Webb, Danielle Pollick,
and Shannon Alivado, all from
Honolulu, made the trip to SF-
Pride for the history

Jim Wong, who was born in
Hawaii, and Andrew Pham, a Viet-
namese immigrant, were given a
marriage certificate this weekend
at SFPride.
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war of words raged through Philippine streets during the
months in the run-up to the passage of Republic Act 10354
or the Act Providing for a National Policy on Responsible
Parenthood and Reproductive Health, more popularly
known as the RH Bill before its passage. On one side were
the progressives, women’s rights advocates and free-

thinkers, holding placards which displayed messages like “keep your
rosaries out of our ovaries” and “Damaso”— a reference to the corrupt
and wicked clergyman in Jose Rizal’s novel Noli Me Tangere and a con-
demnation of the Catholic hierarchy’s opposition against the bill. 

A

On the other side were var-

ious religious groups and con-

servative organizations, which

called RH bill advocates names

like “abortionists” and “pro-

death.” In the southern Philip-

pine province of Bacolod, a

local Catholic diocese even

hung posters that labeled anti-

RH Bill legislators “Team

Buhay” (Team Life) and the

pro-RH Bill ones as “Team

Patay” (Team Death).

Indeed, the RH Act is one

of the most contentious statutes

ever in Philippine history. It

took an arduous 14 years be-

fore legislators finally enacted

the bill on December 19, 2012.

Proponents expected it to take

effect by the end of March

2013, but on March 19, 2013,

the Supreme Court issued a

120-day status quo ante order

to review challenges submitted

by anti-RH Act groups, thereby

effectively freezing its imple-

mentation.

A Leap Backwards? 

In January, lawyers James

and Lovely-Ann Imbong, to-

gether with representatives from

several civic organizations, filed

the 25-page petition questioning

the constitutionality of the RH

Act. James is the son of Jo Im-

bong, a lawyer representing the

Catholic Bishops Conference of

the Philippines (CBCP), which

opposes the act.

Quoting Article 2 Section

12 of the Philippine Constitu-

tion, they wrote, “The State

recognizes the sanctity of fam-

ily life and shall protect and

strengthen the family as a basic

autonomous social institution.

It shall equally protect the life

of the mother and the life of the

unborn from conception.

“This case will present the

illegality of the (RH) Act as it

mocks the nation’s Filipino

culture — noble and lofty in its

values and holdings on life,

motherhood and family life —

now the fragile lifeblood of a

treasured culture that today

stands solitary but proud in

contrast to other nations.” 

The Supreme Court’s

freeze order takes effect for

120 days, and the consolidated

petitions were originally set for

oral arguments on June 18,

2013. The arguments were later

moved to July 9, 2013.

But the high court’s deci-

sion to delay the implementa-

tion of the law was assailed by

international human rights or-

ganizations. Amnesty Interna-

tional’s Deputy Asia-Pacific

Director Isabel Arradon ex-

pressed disappointment in an

official news release from the

group. 

“The law is a historical

milestone in women’s rights

protection in the Philippines

because it eliminates some

longstanding obstacles to

women’s access to sexual and

reproductive health services. It

is disappointing that pressure

against protecting those basic

human rights is being listened

to,” she said.

Brad Adams, director of

the New York-based group

Human Rights Watch, also crit-

icized the move, saying that

Filipinos have waited too long

for the passage of the RH Act

and that delaying its implemen-

tation puts women at unneces-

sary health risk. 

“The Reproductive Health

Law was passed by Congress

to address the many grave

health risks faced by Filipino

women. By delaying imple-

mentation of the law for at least

four months — a long time for

an interim order — the

Supreme Court is putting an

untold number of women and

girls at unnecessary risk,” he

said in a statement.

Nevertheless, Adams com-

mended President Benigno

Aquino III and the pro-RH Act

legislators for supporting

women’s rights.

Sharing similar sentiments,

Filipino proponents of the RH

Act also denounced the high

court’s move. On March 25,

former Akbayan party-list Rep.

Risa Hontiveros, along with 13

mothers, urged the Supreme

Court to lift the status quo ante

order, saying that it endangers

the lives of many people.

“Contrary to the allegation

of the petitioners, it is the sus-

pension of the implementation

of RA 10354 that is likely to

cause lasting and permanent

harm to a vulnerable segment

of our population: mothers and

their children,” she said in a 24-

page motion.

Hontiveros cited data from

the Department of Health

(DOH) showing the country

had a maternal mortality of 221

mothers for every 100,000 live

births in 2011. According to

Hontiveros, the DOH has de-

termined that these maternal

deaths could have been pre-

vented if women had access to

appropriate reproductive health

care services.

She added further that the

RH Act presents a presumption

of constitutionality since it was

duly enacted by Congress.

“The petitioners failed to

show any actual violation of

the Constitution and have not

delivered any proof that such

transgressions exist. The RH

Act is a product of rigorous de-

bates in Congress for 15 years.

After enactment, its imple-

menting rules and regulations

also went through meticulous

consultations with various

stakeholders, including those

who are known to be working

with the anti-RH petitioners,”

she said.

On April 2, 2013, the

Supreme Court voted 10-4 to

reject Hontiveros’ motion to lift

the order.

Divisive

Needless to say, the RH Act

of 2012 is one of the most con-

troversial laws ever to be passed

in the history of the country. In

a nation where the Catholic

Church retains significant polit-

ical clout, it has been an almost

impossible task to get the bill
(continued on page 5)

Controversial RH Act of 2012
Meets Roadblocks
By Gregory Garcia

President benigno Aquino III signed into law Republic Act No. 10354
last December 21, 2013 without much fanfare.  He chose to do away
with formal ceremonies usually held when a landmark bill is signed. 
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enacted, despite the fact that in

2008, a survey by the public

opinion polling body Social

Weather Stations showed that

71 percent of respondents were

in favor of the RH Bill. But

where does the opposition come

from in the first place?  

Critics of the RH Act argue

that it is based on wrong eco-

nomic premises. Citing studies

such as a 2003 report from the

Rand Corporation, a global

policy think tank headquar-

tered in the U.S., they say that

there is little cross-country ev-

idence that population growth

affects economic growth, as is

argued by proponents of the

act. 

They also oppose the law

on the grounds that contracep-

tive devices are “objectively

harmful and deadly devices.”

They say that some studies

show that birth control pills and

intrauterine devices (IUDs) are

abortifacient to human em-

bryos, which means that they

violate the constitutional provi-

sion that guarantees the protec-

tion of life. They also say that

there is scientific data to prove

that contraceptives may in-

crease people’s risk for cancer,

heart disease and stroke.

Furthermore, they argue

that there is emprical evidence

to prove that contraceptives

have detrimental social effects.

Citing studies conducted by

U.S. scholars, critics of the RH

Act say that contraceptives pro-

mote abortion, premarital sex,

teenage pregnancies, female

impoverishment and the cre-

ation of broken families. 

Moreover, opponents of

the RH Act contend that the

statute has provisions that

breach freedom of religion and

freedom of choice. For in-

stance, it contains penal provi-

sions that will hold liable under

the law Catholic healthcare

providers and religious institu-

tions that decide to withhold in-

formation regarding

reproductive health services.

Lastly, they also maintain

that the RH Act is redundant

because there are already a

number of reproductive health-

related laws in existence and

because people’s freedom to

access contraceptives is not re-

stricted by any opposing law.

Government resources, they

say, would just benefit busi-

nesses that sell RH products

when it could be used in other

more important matters. 

It is important to note, how-

ever, that before the passage of

the RH Act, local government

units like the city of Manila and

Ayala Alabang, an upscale

barangay in Muntinlupa City,

drafted their own reproductive

health ordinances that banned

contraceptives. The RH Act ef-

fectively illegalizes such contra-

ceptive bans previously set by

local governments.

A “Victory” for the People

On the other hand, propo-

nents of the RH Act maintain

that it will help save lives, pro-

mote responsible family plan-

ning and respect human rights.

Before the Supreme Court

order, organizations like the

Human Rights Watch, the In-

ternational Planned Parenthood

Federation, and the Asian

Forum of Parliamentarians on

Population and Development

had hailed the passage of the

RH Act as a historical “victory”

and a “huge leap forward” for

the Filipino people. 

And many individual Fil-

ipinos feel the same way. Dadz

Cercana, a resident of Antique,

Philippines, said that although

he believed that life is a bless-

ing, families should also be re-

sponsible.

“It’s about time that people

embrace such a law because it

allows them to be properly in-

formed about the choices avail-

able to them. The citizens need

to fully understand what these

choices entail so that they can

make the right decisions,” he

said.

Giselle Labadan, a road-

side vendor in Manila, is a reli-

gious woman who has defied

the church’s position against

contraceptives because she said

her five children, aged two to

12, were already far too many

for her income. Her husband, a

(continued on page <None>)

(from page 4, CONTROVERSIAL ...)

former soldier, is jobless.

“If the church can provide

milk, diapers and rice, then go

ahead, let’s make more ba-

bies,” she said. 

Retired UH professor Dr.

Belinda Aquino is another

strong supporter of the contro-

versial law, which she said is

long overdue. 

“Allowing no divorce, con-

traception, family planning and

all these practices that inhibit or

repress the rights and freedoms

of not only women but of entire

families is a retrogressive step

that prevents the country from

moving forward,” she said.

“Having fewer or a reasonable

number of children is perfectly

in line with responsible parent-

hood.”

G r o u p s

supporting the

statute argue

that there is

enough empir-

ical data to

p r o v e  t h a t

poverty inci-

dence is higher

a m o n g  b i g

families and

that rapid pop-

ulation growth

and high fertil-

i t y  r a t e s

w o r s e n

poverty and

make it harder

for govern-

ment agencies

to address the

problem. Two

i m p o r t a n t

sources of this

information

a r e s tud i e s

published by

the University

of the Philip-

pines School

of Economics

entitled “Pop-

ulat ion and

Poverty: the

Real Score”

( 2 0 0 4 )  a n d

“Population, Poverty, Politics

and the Reproductive Health

Bill” (2008). 

The authors of the 2008

study noted, “The population

issue has long been dead and

buried in developed and most

developing countries, including

historically Catholic countries.

That it continues to be debated

heatedly in our country merely

testifies to the lack of progress

in policy and action. 

“The Catholic Church hier-

archy has maintained its tradi-

tional stance against modern

family planning methods, par-

ticularly modern contracep-

tives. On the other hand, the

state acknowledges the diffi-

culties posed for development

by rapid population growth, es-

pecially among the poorest Fil-

ipinos.”

Contrary to the position of

the Catholic Church that con-

traceptives are harmful and

deadly, the World Health Or-

ganization lists contraceptives

under the “essential medicines”

category. These are defined as

“medicines that satisfy the pri-

ority health care needs of the

population” and “selected with

due regard to public health rel-

evance, evidence on efficacy

and safety, and comparative

cost-effectiveness.”

Supporters of the RH Act

also say that the statute will

help prevent maternal mortal-

ity. According to the DOH, as

many as 11 maternal deaths

occur daily because many

women don’t have access to

basic healthcare and essential

minerals like iron and calcium. 

Many pregnancies in the

country are also unplanned.

According to the 2008 UP

study, as much as 44 percent of

pregnancies occurring among

the poorest 10 percent of

women of reproductive age are

unwanted. Overall, 54 percent

of all pregnancies are unin-

tended, and among the poorest

women who want to avoid

pregnancy, at least 41 percent

are unable to practice any

method of contraception.

RH Act supporters also be-

lieve that contraceptives can

help lower the rates of abor-

tions, as they have done in other

(continued on page 7)

The Catholic Church is spearheading the anti-RH law crusade
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S
tate Department of

Health (DOH) officials

are investigating five

cases of syphilis reported over

the past five months primarily

on the Big Island. A medical

advisory was issued to physi-

cians statewide to raise aware-

ness of a possible outbreak.  

“While we know there are

several cases from West

Hawaii, there may be people

who are infected and unaware

of their illness who have trav-

eled to other islands,” says

Luke Hasty, program coordi-

nator for the STD/AID Pre-

vention Branch of the DOH.

“A blood test is the most

common way to determine if

someone has syphilis.” 

Syphilis is a sexually-

transmitted disease (STD)

passed from one person to an-

other by a specific bacterium

during unprotected sexual

contact. It can cause long-

term complications and/or

death if not adequately

treated. Early signs of

syphilis, often a small ulcer or

sore on the sex organ, may be

overlooked as the ulcer is

often painless and may go

away on its own. Symptoms

of syphilis that develop later

frequently mimic symptoms

due to more common disor-

ders and are often missed or

resolve without treatment.

Timely antibiotic treat-

ment provides an effective

cure of syphilis infection. Un-

treated syphilis infections can

last for many years and result

in damage to the brain,

nerves, eyes, heart, liver,

bones, and joints, ultimately

resulting in death. Infection

with syphilis also increases

the likelihood of HIV trans-

mission and acquisition. It is

critical that all sexual partners

of an infected person be

tested for infection, even if no

signs of infection or illness

are recognized.

Members of the public

with questions or concerns

about possible syphilis infec-

tion should contact their

healthcare provider, or call

DOH at 733-9281 on Oahu,

821-2741 on Kauai, 984-2129

on Maui or 974-4247 on the

Big Island. Additional infor-

mation is available online at:

http://hawaii.gov/health/health

y - l i f e s t y l e s / s t d -

aids/index.html.

DOH Warns of Possible Syphilis Outbreak on Big Island

Public Invited to Community Meetings on
Rail Station Designs

T
he Honolulu Author-

ity for Rapid Trans-

portation (HART) will

continue its community meet-

ings to discuss rail station de-

signs and to gather public

input.

The first meeting was held

June 25, 2013 at Waipahu In-

termediate School. HART of-

ficials discussed the West

Loch, Waipahu Transit Center

and Leeward Community Col-

lege stations. The second

meeting will be held July 30,

2013 at Kapolei Hale and will

discuss the stations in the East

Kapolei and UH-West Oahu.

Registration is at 6 pm with

both meetings starting at 6:30

pm. 

According to HART offi-

cials, the rail stations are in the

process of being redesigned to

be modular, smaller, more

user-friendly and to fit better

with surrounding communi-

ties.

“We are committed to

building rail better and ensur-

ing the public has the opportu-

nity to provide input on the

rail system whenever possible

State Receives $500K for Homeless
Veterans

H
awaii will receive

$500,000 to help

homeless veterans

and those having difficulty

transitioning back into civilian

life after leaving active mili-

tary service, says U.S. Rep.

Colleen Hanabusa.

The grants are being

awarded under the U.S. De-

partment of Labor’s Homeless

Veterans Reintegration Pro-

gram (HVRP). HVRP grants

provide occupational, class-

room and on-the-job training,

as well as job search and

placement assistance, includ-

ing follow-up services. 

“I want to thank the De-

partment of Labor for provid-

ing funding to help Hawaii’s

veterans. Grants like these

help us keep our promises to

those who sacrificed for us,”

says U.S. Rep. Hanabusa, a

member of the House Armed

Services Committee. “No

man or woman who has

fought for our country should

face homelessness or unem-

ployment. The Department of

Labor is taking steps to assist

veterans in achieving the suc-

cess they earned through their

service.”

The U.S. Department of

Veterans Affairs says that ac-

cording to a January 2011

count, there were more than

67,000 homeless veterans na-

tionwide. For more informa-

tion about HVRP, visit:

http://www.dol.gov/vets/pro-

grams/hvrp/.

is an important part of that ef-

fort,” says Mayor Caldwell.

“We hope residents will be ex-

cited about the designs for

their respective stations and

see these stations as future

gathering centers in their com-

munity.”

Community meetings for

the other transit stations from

Pearl City to Honolulu will be

held in the future. Station de-

sign contracts were recently

awarded for the airport and

urban Honolulu phases of the

route. 

For more information

about the Honolulu rail transit

project, visit: www.honolulu-

transit.org.

City Celebrates Parks
and Recreation Month

M
ayor Kirk Caldwell

has procla imed

July 2013 as Parks

& Recreation Month in Hon-

olulu and announced a host of

free activities at various parks

islandwide. 

Caldwell stressed the im-

portance that local parks have

for a community’s well-being

and thanked parks employees

for their on-going efforts to

maintain the facilities and cre-

ate special activities for every-

one from preschoolers to

senior citizens. 

He also encouraged the

public to help celebrate July

by participating in the follow-

ing free events:

Twilight Summer Concert

Foster Botanical Gardens

July 11, 18 and 25; 4 pm - 7pm

Midsummer Night’s Gleam

Foster Botanical Gardens

July 20; 4 pm - 9 pm

43rd Annual Ukulele Festival

Kapiolani Park Bandstand

Sunday, July 21, 2013

10 am - 4 pm

Dragon Boat Races

Ala Moana Beach Park

July 27-28; 7 am - 6 pm

The City will also hold

free Summer Fun Finale Pro-

grams at parks across Oahu

beginning July 11th. For a list

of parks and other details,

please call 768-4370.

Foster botanical Gardens
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IMMIGRATION GUIDE

By Atty. Emmanuel 
Samonte Tipon

hou shall not

steal.” –

Eighth Com-

mandment

A p p a r -

ently stealing

is so abom-

inable an offense in the eyes of

the Almighty that He equated it

with killing, adultery, and false

testimony when He specified

stealing as one of the major

major offenses that warrant

condemnation as a capital sin. 

For many years immigra-

tion judges and appellate courts

have made stealing (including

shoplifting) a deportable of-

fense by characterizing it as a

crime involving moral turpi-

tude. See, for example, Wong

v. INS, 980 F.2d 721 (1st Cir.

1992) and Silva v. INS, No. 02-

CV-8903, Dist. Ct., E.D. Pa,

May 2003. 

That is why when our of-

fice had a case involving an

alien student charged with

Is Shoplifting A Deportable Offense? 
shoplifting for taking a sand-

wich from a refrigerated cabi-

net in a convenience store and

eating it right there, I suggested

to my son Noel who was han-

dling the case to fight it other-

wise the student would be

placed in deportation proceed-

ings. He said that the evidence

of the prosecution was strong

because the closed circuit tele-

vision had recorded the event

and the store clerk had declared

that he saw the alien take the

sandwich, eat it, and left the

store without paying for it.

Nevertheless, Noel said he

would try to plea bargain with

the prosecutor so that the alien

would be charged with a non-

deportable offense. I cannot

disclose what the plea deal

was. The student was saved

from deportation. 

In the most recent shoplift-

ing case, a U.S. Court of Ap-

peals found the alien not

deportable. Ronel, a Filipino

citizen and a lawful permanent

resident was charged under a

Georgia statute with taking

three video games from a

Costco store “with the intent of

appropriating [the] merchan-

dise to his own use without

paying for the same.” He pled

guilty and was sentenced to

twelve months’ imprisonment

to be served on probation. Im-

migration authorities served

him with a Notice to Appear,

alleging that his shoplifting

conviction rendered him re-

movable because it constituted

an “aggravated felony” within

the meaning of 8 U.S.C. §

1227(a)(2)(A)(iii) in relation to

8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(43)(G)

which includes as an aggra-

vated felony “theft offense[s] .

.  for which the term of impris-

onment [is] at least one year.” 

The court said that the term

“theft offense” was used in the

“generic sense” in which the

term is now used in the crimi-

nal codes in most states as “the

taking of property . . . with the

criminal intent to deprive the

owner of rights and benefits of

ownership, even if such depri-

vation is less than total or per-

manent.” 

The Georgia statute pro-

vided: “A person commits the

offense of theft by shoplifting

when [he] . . .  with the intent

of appropriating merchandise

to his own use without paying

for the same or to deprive the

owner of possession thereof or

the value thereof in whole or in

part . .  : (1) Conceals or takes

possession of the goods or mer-

chandise of any store or retail

establishment.”

The court explained that

the statute was “divisible”

rather than “categorical” be-

cause it requires either an intent

to deprive (which falls under

the generic definition of theft)

or an intent to appropriate

(which does not). A conviction

under the Georgia statute for

shoplifting with intent to “ap-

propriate[e] merchandise to

[one’s] own use without paying

for the same” (the intent on

which the charge against Ronel

was based) does not constitute

a theft offense within the mean-

ing of 8 U.S.C. §

1101(a)(43)(G). The Georgia

statute punishes both conduct

that qualifies as a theft offense

and conduct that does not.

The court concluded that a

conviction for theft of mer-

chandise with intent to appro-

priate it does not constitute a

theft offense: the intent to ap-

propriate does not encompass

the intent to deprive, as the

generic definition of theft re-

quires. Thus, if Ronel was not

convicted of a theft offense, he

was not convicted of an aggra-

vated felony, and his convic-

tion cannot provide the basis

for his removal. Ramos v. U.S.

Attorney General, Nos. 11-

14829 & 11-15945, (11th Cir.

02/19/13)

commenT: In other

words, an alien can only be de-

portable for having committed

a theft offense if the indictment

charges the alien with “intent to

deprive the owner of rights and

benefits of ownership,” but not

if the indictment merely

charges the alien with “intent to

appropriate to one’s own use

without paying for the same.”

But if a person takes the prop-

erty of another without paying

for the same, is not the person

depriving the owner of the

rights and benefits of the prop-

erty that was taken?

Susmariosep. What did

God mean when He used

“steal” in the 10 Command-

ments. Did He mean it in the

“generic” sense or “non-

generic” (brand name?) sense.

Is the commandment “Thou

shall not steal” categorical or

divisible? 

(aTTy. Tipon has a Master of

Laws degree from Yale Law School

and a Bachelor of Laws degree

from the University of the Philip-

pines. Office: 800 Bethel St., Suite

402, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel.

(808) 225-2645. E-Mail: filam-

law@yahoo .com. Webs i t es :

www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.co

m, and www.ImmigrationService-

sUSA.com. Listen to the most witty,

interesting, and informative radio

program in Hawaii on KNDI at

1270, AM dial every Thursday at

7:30 a.m., rebroadcast at

www.iluko.com.

“T

parts of the world. This idea is

based on a report by the

Guttmacher Institute, an inter-

national non-profit that works to

advance reproductive health.

While RH Act opponents say

that the law is pro-abortion, RH

Act supporters note that the 24-

page law frequently states that

abortion drugs are banned, al-

though it obliges health workers

to provide the necessary atten-

tion to those who have compli-

cations arising from abortions. 

Abortion is still illegal and

punishable in the Philippines, a

rule that is based on the archaic

Revised Penal Code of 1930.

Under the code, a woman who

undergoes abortion and anyone

assisting her can face imprison-

ment. There is no exception,

even on the grounds of rape,

endangering a woman’s life or

fetal impairment. 

On top of preventing ille-

gal and dangerous abortions,

advocates of the RH Act have

also continuously reiterated the

many social and health benefits

that the law can bring about. In

a 2009 report by the

Guttmacher Institute and the

University of the Philippines

Population Institute entitled

“Meeting Women’s Contracep-

tive Needs in the Philippines,”

the authors noted that repro-

ductive health care, including

quality contraceptive services,

enables women and couples to

make choices about pregnancy,

have healthy babies, and care

for their families.

“Full access to reproductive

health care is crucial to fulfilling

the Philippine government’s

commitment to attaining the

Millennium Development

Goals, including improving ma-

ternal health, eradicating ex-

treme poverty and hunger,

improving educational attain-

ment, reducing child mortality,

and promoting women’s em-

powerment and gender equal-

ity,” the authors said. 

Amnesty International

noted, however, that the RH

Act still does not guarantee

equal rights to minors. Those

who are under the age of 18,

for example, are required to ob-

tain parental consent before

having access to contracep-

tives. The only exceptions are

minors who are already parents

or those who have had a previ-

ous miscarriage.

“Requiring parental con-

sent could be a barrier for ado-

lescents who would otherwise

seek help from health profes-

sionals,” the group said in a

statement.

Despite such shortfalls, the

group believes the RH Act is

still a major step forward in en-

suring the well-being of many

Filipinos.

“By no means is the RH

Law a perfect law, but it could

go a long way towards improv-

ing the protection of women’s

human right to sexual, repro-

ductive and maternal health-

care,” the group said.

COVER STORY (from page 5, CONTROVERSIAL ....)
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Recipe File

Sweet Dreams Are Made of This
ANILA, Philip-

pines - John Sta.

Cruz, owner and

baker of Cake

Planet & Café,

credits much of his

success in the kitchen to his

mom. Being the youngest in the

family, John recalls spending his

afternoons watching his mom

whip up her famous pineapple

upside-down cake and other de-

lectable desserts while his sib-

lings were still at school.

“I always looked forward to

my afternoons with her; I loved watching her put together differ-

ent ingredients — I found it so magical,” John recalls.  “I was

eight years old when I became really interested in the culinary

arts, especially in baking. From then on, I became her partner in

the kitchen.”

After years of being guided by his mom, he shares two of the

most important lessons he’s learned from her.

“My mom always says that even if you have a great recipe,

your technique is perfect, but don’t have the right ingredients,

your dish will fall apart. So to this day I still use the same ingre-

dients she’s used in the past. I use Magnolia All-Purpose Flour,

Magnolia Full Cream Milk, and Magnolia Gold Butter in all my

cakes and Magnolia Cream Cheese for my cake fillings.”

For more recipes, visit www.mygreatfood.com.

MAgnOlIA CHOCOlATE
DREAM ClOuD

chocolaTe sponge cake

Ingredients:

6 pcs. large eggs

1 cup granulated sugar          

1/2 cup Magnolia All-Purpose Flour

1/4 cup cocoa Powder

1/2 tsp. baking soda

1/3 cup Magnolia Gold butter, unsalted, melted

Procedure:

■ Preheat oven to 350F. Line two 9”-inch

round with parchment paper. Set aside.

■ Whip the eggs and sugar until double in vol-

ume, at least 10-15 minutes.

■ Sift together the dry ingredients three times,

and fold into the egg mixture.

■ Fold in the melted Magnolia Gold Butter into

mixture. Pour the mixture into the prepare

pans.

■ Bake for 15-20 minutes or until done. Cool

the cake.

coffee cream cheese

Ingredients:

2 bars Magnolia Cream

Cheese, softened at room temperature

6 large egg yolks

1/4 cup granulated sugar

2 tsp. San Mig Instant Coffee Black, dissolved

in 1/3 cup hot water

2 tbsps. rum

1 tbsps. Coffee-flavored liquor

1 1/2 cups Magnolia All-Purpose Cream

Procedure:

■ In a large heat-proof bowl set over a pan of

simmering water, whisk the egg yolks and

sugar until double in volume then add

slowly the coffee mixture, and whisk until

the mixture is hot to the touch and sugar dis-

solves. Set aside to cool.

■ Cream the Magnolia Cream Cheese until

smooth and light then add the egg yolk-cof-

fee mixture. Stir in the rum and coffee-fla-

vored liquor. Set aside.

■ Whip the All-Purpose Cream until double

in volume then fold in the cream cheese-

egg-yolk mixture until well blended. Then

fold in the grated chocolate.

soaking liquid

Ingredients:

1 cup Water

1/4 cup Granulated sugar

1/4 cup Rum

M

(continued on page 10)

Ideal location for doctor/dentist's office.  Newly painted with new car-

pet in the reception area, 2 parking, 2 restrooms, 3 examination

rooms, 1 private room for an office or examination room, and a

kitchen area for employees.  Easy access to the freeway.  Other medical

facilities are also located in the building: pharmacy, X-ray, laboratory

services, ultrasound, etc.

Near Kuakini Medical Cen-

ter, St. Francis Medical Cen-

ter and Queen's Medical

Center. Base Rent: $1.50

psf, CAM: 2.22 psf.

AvAilAble now!

A MUST See!
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T
he Filipino Community Center

(FilCom) hosts a free event for

the public on every last Sunday

of the month. 

Filipino community groups are en-

couraged to take the lead in organizing

each respective “FilCom Sunday” which

has varying themes. This month’s Fil-

Com Sunday is themed “Kundiman: a

Variety of Voices of Filipino-American

Culture” on July 28, 2013, from 4:30 pm

to 8:30 pm. Organizers expect up to 500

participants for the event. 

“Kundiman” is a celebration of

youth, culture, and community building

through various art forms. Performers

from all over Oahu will share their tal-

ents, including young poets who will

present pieces about their experiences in

growing up in Hawaii and several visual

artists who will showcase their works

and demonstrate how they create their

art. Filipino-American musicians,

dancers and singers ranging from tradi-

tional styles to modern interpretations

are also scheduled to perform. 

Robert Garcia, a four-time WEKAF

world champion and chief instructor of

Bandalan Doce Pares Association, will

lead an escrima demonstration and give

a brief overview of its history.

“Kundiman” is the Tagalog word

for Filipino love songs. Under colonial

rule, it developed into a secret method

of expression for one's love of country

and desired freedom.

For more information on “Kundi-

man,” please email FilCom’s program

specialist Marie Ramos at Marie@fil-

com.org.

1 tbsp. San Mig Instant Coffee Black

1 tbsp. Coffee-flavored liquor

Procedure:

■ Combine water and granulated sugar

in a small saucepan and boil for 5

minutes. Add the coffee. Set aside to

cool. Then add the rum and coffee-

flavored liquor.

Assembly:

■ Split one sponge cake into 2 layers

and keep the other sponge cake in the

freezer for future use. Use only one

layer of sponge cake.

■ Line the 9” X 3”round pan with cling

wrap then place first layer of the

sponge cake and brush it with the

soaking syrup.

■ Scrape half of the Tiramisu cream

into the soaked sponge cake.

Smoothen the top with an offset

spatula then place the other layer of

the sponge cake, and brush it again

with the soaking syrup.

■ Scrape the remaining Tiramisu

cream into the soaked sponge cake

and smoothen the top with the offset

spatula.

■ Cover the pan with cling wrap and

let set in the freezer for at least 2

hours.

■ Unmold into a cake stand then gar-

nish with cocoa powder or grated

milk chocolate on top of the cake.

(www.philstar.com)

FOOD & LEISURE (from page 8, SWEET...)

FilCom Sunday to Feature
Kundiman

Summer Energy Saving Tips
from HECO

W
ith summer in full swing,

many locals are beating the

heat by cranking up their air

conditioners, running fans or using more

water to take showers. Unfortunately, the

result is higher energy bills. 

Before you turn down your air con-

ditioner another 10 degrees, you may

want to obtain a copy of Hawaiian Elec-

tric Company’s free “Cool Tips for

Home and Work” brochure. Your pock-

etbook will thank you!

“Our handy reference tool contains

dozens of tips to cool down living and

work spaces while helping to keep elec-

tric bills in check,” says Ka’iulani de

Silva, HECO’s director of education &

consumer affairs. 

Savvy homeowners also take ad-

vantage of special summer sales and

promotional rebates to upgrade or re-

place air conditioners that are over a

decade old. De Silva recommends an air

conditioner that carries the Energy Star

label and has a high Seasonal Energy

Efficiency Ratio, which are key indica-

tors that it meets strict energy efficiency

guidelines.

HECO’s brochure is available on-

line at heco.com, at the company’s cus-

tomer service locations at 820 Ward

Avenue and 900 Richards Street, and at

all eight City Mill locations across

Oahu from July through September

2013.

By Sharon P. Higa, 
Sr. Communications Consultant,
HECO
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NBI Looking into 3 More Sex-for-Flight Cases

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - The Na-

tional Bureau of

Investigation (NBI) is inves-

tigating three other cases in-

volving Philippine embassy

officials in the Middle East

who allegedly sexually

abused overseas Filipino

workers (OFWs), Justice

Secretary Leila de Lima re-

vealed yesterday.

In an interview, De Lima

confirmed that the NBI is

looking into the case of an

OFW who allegedly commit-

ted suicide after falling prey

to the “sex-for-flight”

scheme.

“It’s a supposed incident

of suicide. But there are indi-

cations that this may not be a

case of suicide,” she said,

hinting of foul play.

De Lima refused to iden-

tify the OFW. But she said

the victim was scheduled for

repatriation when the inci-

dent occurred.

She said the supposed

suicide happened in a

halfway house, where most

sex-for-flight cases took

place.             

De Lima said the NBI is

also looking into cases of

two other OFWs, one of

them allegedly raped by an

embassy official.

She said the cases of

these three OFWs are differ-

ent from the cases being in-

vestigated by the Department

of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and

the Department of Labor and

Employment (DOLE).

De Lima said the NBI’s

action was sought by Ak-

bayan Rep. Walden Bello,

who had exposed earlier

cases of victims of sex-for-

repatriation at Philippine em-

bassies in Saudi Arabia,

Syria and Kuwait.

She said the agency had

submitted its report to the

House committee on over-

seas workers’ affairs, which

Bello chairs.

De Lima said the scope

of the NBI probe may cover

not only sexual abuse cases

but also charges of human

trafficking.

It is for this reason, she

stressed, that the NBI and the

Inter-Agency Committee

Against Trafficking (IACAT)

need to step in.  Like the

NBI, the IACAT is super-

vised by the DOJ. 

De Lima stressed the

DOJ’s mandate to file cases

concerning crimes that have

been committed in Philip-

pine territory, including “ex-

tension of the territory” in

Philippine embassies and

consulates abroad.      

“My impression based

on specific incidents men-

tioned by Rep. Bello is that

this scheme seems to have a

wider scope. But some of the

victims are hesitant to come

out in the open to tell their

stories,” she said. 

Palace may tap NBI help

Meanwhile, President

Aquino disclosed yesterday

that the NBI may be tapped

to help in the investigation to

stop the sex-for-flight

scheme victimizing OFWs in

the Middle East.

Aquino made the state-

ment when asked if a special

body was needed to go after

labor officials involved in the

sex scandal.

The President was set to

meet yesterday with Baldoz

to discuss details of the on-

going investigation involv-

ing DOLE officials in the

Middle East.

Aquino had ordered the

DFA and DOLE personnel

abroad to look after the wel-

fare of some 10 million

OFWs abroad.           

Probe gets wider

Meanwhile, the investi-

gation into the sex-for-flight

scheme has gone beyond the

labor offices and govern-

ment-run halfway centers in

the Middle East. 

Baldoz yesterday said

the DOLE investigating team

would also look into the al-

leged involvement of some

Filipino community leaders

in the sex scandal.           

She said the three OFWs

who came out last week

named several Filipino com-

munity leaders who are al-

legedly involved in

sex-for-flight scheme.

“They mentioned several

names of Filipino commu-

nity leaders so we are includ-

ing that in our investigation,”

Baldoz said.

Earlier, Baldoz reported

that Riyadh labor attaché

Adam Musa has been or-

dered to appear before the in-

vestigating panel to explain

the allegations of three

OFWs.

Musa need not be re-

called since the investigating

team is already in the Middle

East, she said.

The complainants

claimed that distressed Fil-

ipino workers who are seek-

ing repatriation are being

asked to do sexual favors in

exchange for plane tickets.                   

Baldoz had ordered the

DOLE investigating team to

probe the alleged sex scandal

involving labor officers in

Dammam and Al Khobar,

Saudi Arabia.

“The team was ordered to

investigate all officers and

personnel in Kuwait, Jordan,

and Saudi Arabia, specifi-

cally in Jeddah, Riyadh, and

Al-Khobar which Rep. Bello

mentioned in his interview

with the media last Satur-

day,” said Baldoz.

The DOLE team is ex-

pected to wrap up their inves-

tigation and submit necessary

recommendations by the end

of the month.     

Female diplomats to ME

The Philippines will de-

ploy female labor officers to

the Middle East amid an in-

quiry into allegations some

of its diplomats in these posts

forced distressed Filipina

workers there into prostitu-

tion.

A total of 14 labor offi-

cers, 13 of them women, will

be sent soon to Saudi Arabia,

Jordan, Kuwait, and also

Malaysia, to work with cur-

rent staff at Philippine em-

bassies there, DOLE

spokesman Nicon

Fameronag said yesterday.

Baldoz signed the de-

ployment order for the labor

officials, including labor at-

taché Linda Herrera to Jor-

dan replacing Mario Antonio,

who was accused of being in-

volved in the sex scandal.

They will help Philippine

workers who had sought

refuge at embassy shelters to

escape abuses by their em-

ployers, he said.

“The decision to send

women is because there are

by Eddie Punay
Wednesday, July 3, 2013

more women overseas work-

ers who are going to the shel-

ters than men. The shelters

are for women, not men,” he

added. “The women officials

will be able to relate more to

women than men.”

The planned deploy-

ments were announced amid

an investigation by the for-

eign department over allega-

tions that at least two

diplomats were forcing Fil-

ipino women at the shelters

to submit to sex, either with

them or other men. 

The allegations have trig-

gered a firestorm in the

Philippines, which relies

heavily on the salary remit-

tances of nearly 10 million

citizens – about a tenth of the

population – who work

abroad. 

Fameronag denied that

the deployment of the

women labor officers was a

reaction to the scandal, insist-

ing it was part of official ef-

forts to improve embassy

services for overseas work-

ers. 

Since the allegations

broke, the Philippines has re-

called home a male labor at-

taché from the Middle East to

answer the allegations

against him, he said. 

However, Fameronag

said government investiga-

tors have yet to confirm any

of the claims. (www.philstar.com)

Three of the victims in the OFW sex abuse
scandal hide their identities during a meeting
with Senator-elect Cynthia Villar in a restaurant
in Taguig, where they received cash and liveli-
hood assistance yesterday. | Photo: eDD GuMban
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PHILIPPINE NEWS

RH Law Author Named DOH Undersecretary
becoming an undersecretary at

the Department of Health,” he

said. “She will bring a lot of

political savvy to DOH, en-

hance the cooperation be-

tween DOH, the LGUs and

national offices too.” 

Garin, a doctor by profes-

sion, said she didn’t expect the

appointment. “I’m flattered,”

she said.

As a co-author of the Re-

productive Health law, she was

instrumental, along with for-

mer lawmaker Edcel Lagman,

in having it passed in Decem-

ber 2012.

House of Representatives

Majority Leader Neptali Gon-

zales II said Garin would

greatly boost the work of the

DOH because of her zeal and

dedication.

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - President

A q u i n o  n a m e d

yesterday former lawmaker

Janette Garin an undersecre-

tary of the Department of

Health (DOH).

Speaking to reporters at

Camp Crame, Aquino said

Garin’s extensive knowledge

from her medical practice and

as a lawmaker will enhance

the effectivity of the DOH’s

programs.

“We envision her (Garin)

“Health is an issue close to

her heart, I’m sure she will be

very happy and very effective

at the DOH,” he said.

During the 15th Congress,

Garin was vice chairman of the

committees on health, and pop-

ulation and family relations.

CIBAC Rep. Sherwin

Tugna described Garin as  a

very good choice, citing her

work as a community doctor.

“She is very much quali-

fied and she’s truly a match for

her new job,” he said. 

Anthony Leachon,  Philip-

pine College of Physicians

vice-president, said Garin’s

appointment  is “very wel-

come” because it will help en-

sure that RA10354 will be

implemented.

“Maybe the move of the

President is to make sure that

the RH bill is taken cared of,”

he said.

“With the many things that

DOH Secretary Enrique Ona is

doing, congresswoman Garin

could help make sure that the

law is executed.”

Ben de Leon, The Family

Planning Forum president,

said Garin’s experience as a

doctor and lawmaker will be

beneficial to the DOH.

(www.philstar.com)

Janette Garin

from www.philstar.com
Wednesday, July 3, 2013

ANILA, Philip-

pines - The gov-

ernment expects

Mt. Hamiguitan

in Davao Orien-

tal to join the

list of the country's five world

heritage sites following the

nomination of the mountain

range in the World Heritage

List, the Department of For-

eign Affairs (DFA) reported

on Tuesday.

The Philippines nomi-

nated Mt. Hamiguitan in the

list due to its massive biodi-

versity- it is home to 1,380

species of flora and fauna, 341

of which are endemic to the

Philippines.

The critically endangered

Philippine eagle and Philip-

pine cockatoo, as well as the

Philippine mahogany (Shorea

polysperma), yakal (Shorea

astylosa) and orchid Paphiope-

dilum adductum can be found

in the mountain range.

by Jovan Cerda

Mt. Hamiguitan in Davao
Expected to Join World

Heritage List

TRAVEL

The country was formally

requested to submit informa-

tion on the mountain range in

the ongoing 37th Session of

the World Heritage Committee

in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Present in Cambodia to

lead the Philippine nomination

was Davao Oriental Gov.

Corazon Malanyaon, United

Nations Educational, Scien-

tific and Cultural Office Na-

tional Commissioners

(UNACOM) for Culture

Michael Manalo and Eric Zer-

rudo, and UNACOM experts

for world heritage concerns

Augusto Villalon, Joycelyn

Manghaya and Dr. Domingo

Madulid.

"The Mount Hamiguitan

nomination was therefore re-

ferred for discussion possibly

in next year's World Heritage

Committee meeting. It is ex-

pected that once the Philip-

pines submits all the requested

additional information before

February 2014, consideration

for inscription will be under-

taken in June 2014," DFA said.

The country already has

five areas listed in the presti-

gious World Heritage List: the

Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park,

Puerto Princesa Subterranean

River National Park, Rice Ter-

races of the Cordilleras, His-

toric Town of Vigan and

Baroque Churches of the

Philippines.

The list includes 967 prop-

erties of cultural, natural or

mixed sites, deemed to have

an outstanding universal value

to humanity. (www.philstar.com)M
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LEGAL NOTES

Generally, USCIS will ad-

judicate the application or pe-

tition based on the new

evidence submitted. However,

it may issue follow-up or ad-

ditional RFEs where the re-

sponse opens up a new line of

inquiry. A NOID in some

cases is issued after the

USCIS receives the response

to the RFE.

In the meantime, USCIS

will put the petition or appli-

cation on hold. If no response

is received on the set deadline,

it will decide on the basis of

its records and the decision

will generally be unfavorable.

It is therefore important to

timely file the response with

the requested evidence to suc-

cessfully overcome the RFE.

reuBen s. seguriTan has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

here has been a

recent increase

in the number of

Requests for Ev-

idence (RFE) is-

sued by the

USCIS particularly in I-751

petitions and employment-

based I-485 applications.

Evidence which was previ-

ously sufficient to meet the ap-

plicable standard of proof for

I-751 petitions to remove con-

ditions seems no longer ade-

quate. The USCIS has become

more stringent and is requiring

more documents to prove good

faith marriage and continued

marital union. 

In employment-based I-

485 adjustment of status appli-

cations, boilerplate RFEs have

Last June 3, the USCIS is-

sued a policy memorandum to

its personnel clarifying the

role of RFEs and NOIDs in

the adjudication process. It

emphasized that RFEs should

not be avoided but should

issue where the facts and law

warrant it. The memorandum

lists general principles that an

adjudication officer should

follow to determine whether

an RFE should issue.

The memo states that

where the essential elements

for eligibility are met using the

applicable standard of proof,

the adjudications officer shall

approve the application or pe-

tition without issuing an RFE.

The adjudications officer, on

the other hand, should issue an

RFE if the initial evidence

submitted is incomplete or ad-

ditional evidence is required to

meet the applicable standard

of proof. If it is determined

however that no additional ev-

By Reuben S. Seguritan

T

uSCIS Requests for More Evidence Raise
Concern
been issued requiring docu-

mentation of continuous em-

ployment authorization from

the date the Form I-485 was

filed to the date of the RFE and

verification of job offer from

the original or new employer.

As a general rule, an RFE

is issued where there are miss-

ing or incomplete information

or documentation or the adju-

dications officer needs more

evidence to fully evaluate the

application or petition. The re-

quest will indicate what evi-

dence is needed and the

deadline for the response. 

The USCIS has the discre-

tion to issue an RFE or Notice

of Intent to Deny (NOID) in

appropriate circumstances.

There are some instances

however where the USCIS

may issue an outright denial

without first issuing an RFE

or a NOID.

idence can cure the deficiency,

the officer shall issue a denial.

The issuance of a NOID

in some instances is required

before denying the immigra-

tion benefit requested. Where

the request for an immigration

benefit is made on Form I-

800A (relating to adoptions),

Form I-800, and Form I-485

(failure of a physician to com-

ply with the conditions of his

National Interest Waiver), the

issuance of a NOID is re-

quired. 

The USCIS also deems

the issuance of a NOID appro-

priate where there is little or

no evidence submitted or

where the individual does not

warrant the favorable exercise

of discretion even if he has

met the threshold eligibility

requirements. Also, where a

derogatory information is un-

covered and is not known to

the individual, the officer is

required to issue a NOID. 

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Gov’t Aims to Cut Poverty in Half by 2016

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - The Philip-

pines’ top

economic official said yester-

day the government aims to

sustain growth at a rate high

enough to nearly halve poverty

by 2016.

Nearly 28 percent of the

country’s 97 million people

live below the poverty line and

the government’s aim is to re-

duce that to 16.6 percent within

the next three years.

Socioeconomic Planning

Secretary Arsenio Balisacan

said the government is sticking

to its forecast for economic

growth of 6-7 percent this year

despite the surprising 7.8 per-

cent leap in GDP in the first

quarter.

He said forecasts need to

be conservative because of un-

certain economic outlooks for

Europe, China and the US.

The Philippine economy

has grown faster than 7 percent

for three straight quarters. It is

projected to grow between 6.5

percent and 7.5 percent next

year and 7-8 percent in 2015.

Forecasts for 2016 are being

reviewed, but Balisacan said 7-

8 percent growth is a “reason-

able assumption.”

Balisacan said the govern-

ment would double down on

its efforts to lift more Filipinos

out of poverty in the remaining

three years of President

Aquino’s term.

He said officials will focus

on creating quality jobs, ad-

dressing the backlog in hous-

ing, and will continue to run a

program that gives cash di-

rectly to poor families as long

as children stay in school and

see a doctor.

Balisacan said infrastruc-

ture bottlenecks and the high

cost of doing business that

have stymied investment will

be addressed, with infrastruc-

ture spending to be ramped up

to 5 percent of gross domestic

product by 2016 from 2.5 per-

by David Espo (AP)
Friday, June 7, 2013

cent last year.

He cited a study by the

Japan International Coopera-

tion Agency that shows

Manila’s traffic gridlock causes

economic losses of 2.4 billion

pesos ($56 million) a day.

He also said the economy

is being diversified from high

dependence on consumption

and services to one with

stronger manufacturing, ex-

ports, investments, tourism and

more jobs.

Laws that hamper invest-

ment, including those govern-

ing inter-island shipping, land

use and fiscal incentives to

business may need to be re-

viewed to ensure they still

make economic sense, he said.

Compared with Indonesia,

which attracted nearly $20 bil-

lion in foreign investment last

year, the Philippines managed

only $2.8 billion, not far from

$2.2 billion for Myanmar, a

pariah state until recently. Thai-

land wooed more than 22 mil-

lion visitors last year, the

Philippines received 4.3 mil-

lion.

Balisacan also blamed low

foreign investment on the

country’s past three decades of

boom and bust development.

(www.philstar.com)
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DAYASADAS
By Pacita Saludes

PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

ayasadas :

Parnuay ti

nakaparsuaan,

b a n a g

Makatukay ti

p a n a g -

dengngeg, aweng wenno ba-

likas  

Damag iti aglawlaw a mang-

papigsa kadagiti allon

ti law-ang manipud kadagiti

bibig ken dila

a dumteng kadagiti lapayag a

makaibaga ti

kaipapanan dayta a

Dayasadas.  Makalonkonda

ditoy babaen kadagiti balikas

a MABASA.

Nabayagen a Paulo ti kolom-

tayo kadagiti adu a

Warnakan a nagsursuratan-

tayo manipud idiay

Filipinas 1968, 1970 ag-

ingga ita 2013.

Ditoy Hawaii agtultoloy ti

DAYASADAS

ateg a paskenda iti daytoy

nga aldaw.  Julio 4 PHILIP-

PINE FRIENDSHIP DAY

kadagiti Filipino masele-

braran.

Daytoy nga aldaw ti pan-

nakabukel ti grupo dagiti

ANNAK TI KAILOKUAN

ITI AMERICA ket ditoy met

a nalaga dagiti amin a bala-

bala a rumbeng nga itung-

palna.   Ditoy DAYASADAS

ti ruaran dagiti balabala nga

irusatna.  Kaudian a pakaam-

mona isu ti pannakalpas ti

LIBRO BALLAIGI TI PULI

(Triumph of Race).

Nakaipalonan dagiti nau-

rnongmi a pakauna dagiti

nagballaigi a rusat ken plano

dagiti Filipinos tapno umad-

dangda ket saanda a maid-

asig kadagiti dadduma a

kaputotan iti America.

Maiwaras dagiti libro

kadagiti librarias iti

kailokuan ken kasta met dag-

iti libraria ditoy America

(Hawaii) a danonanna. . .

AKA

Julio Kuatro: Di Mapunas Ti
Pakasaritaan Ti Filipinas Ken America
a maibuang manipud nadu-

maduma a disso

ken paspasamak ti panawen.

PCS)

“DAYTOY TI SUNGBAT KADAG-

ITI AGDAMDAMAG TI KAIPA-

PANAN TI PAULOTAYO”
Julio kuatro 1946 ti pan-

nakaideklarar idi ti Indepen-

densia ti pagilian a Filipinas.

Naitan-ok unay ti pagilian

gapu ti padasnan a panag-

waywayas, agingga idi na-

baliwan a Philippine

FRIENDSHIP DAY ket

naiyalis ti indipendensia (In-

dependence Day) iti Junio

12.  Nupay no kasta dinto

latta mapunasen iti pakasari-

taan a laglagipen ti Julio  4 iti

tinawen.

Adu met dagiti nanggun-

daway a namagbalin a

naisangsangayan ti Julio 4

kadakuada kas ti pannakilan-

tipda kadagiti ay-ayatenda

ken daddumapay nga ak-

tibidad a kayatda a

nakallalagip iti Julio 4.  Day-

toy a bulan adu met latta ti

mangselebrar kadagiti nap-

D

BAlABAlA ITI BIAg

Pattapattaen nga iladawan ti masakbayan

Balabalaen no kasano nga inka masukdal

Kalikagummo a mangtun-oy ita gagar

Tapno biag agbaliw kadagiti sumaruno nga aldaw

Iseman dagiti makasimparat a lapped

Umaddangka, dika agtukiad a sumpeg

Arakupen ti aniaman a kumna a sagiped

Tapno ararawmo a lumong-aw umasideg

Tan-awam dagiti nagduduma a tanap ti biag

Adda kabatuan, kadaratan adda met a kapanagan

Pilien a paddakan nalamuyot kadagiti dapan

Tapno alisto a madanonmot kalkalikagumam

In-inep laeng sumangbay a plano no dadduma

No saan nga ipasnek a tontonen a sireregta

Unnatem nakadalikepkep a takkiag, pagserbien utek

Ta dagiti ti kalasag, natalged a kasapulan sumpeg

Ummongem saggabassit ngem nabileg a balabala

Amin a paripirip a sumangbay salikepkepam ida

Dimo a palosposan dagiti dumteng a bagyo a sumib-

barot

Ta dagita ti pangalapkapam a makagun-od

Arapaapmo a pagbanagan nga inted ti Dios.

MAINLAND NEWS

Alaska Inaugurates
First Filipina
Honorary Consul

J
enny Gomez Strickler has

been sworn in as Alaska’s

first honorary consul gen-

eral of the Philippines to

Alaska. Her three-year tem

began in October 2012. 

The swearing in ceremony

was held at the Filipino Com-

munity Hall in Downtown

Juneau and the oath of office

administered by Marciano

Paynor, Philippines Consul

General to San Francisco.

Guests included Philippines’

Ambassador to the U.S. Jose

C u i s i a ,

Alaska Sen.

Dennis Egan

and Alaska Rep. Cathy Muñoz. 

Alaska is home to about

25,000 Filipinos. Strickler will

be based in Juneau and will

have consular jurisdiction over

the entire state. Her duties in-

clude facilitating trade and

friendship between Alaska and

the Philippines as well as help-

ing with passports, visas, im-

migration, citizenship, and

notarizing legal documents.

ADVERTISE NOW AND SEE

HOW THE FACE OF BUSINESS 

IS CHANGING!
No matter how small your ad, it gets our readers attention!

CALL 678-8930 OR GO TO OUR WEBSITES @

www.thefilipinochronicle.com
www.efilipinochronicle.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIED ADS

ClAvERIA, CAgAYAn ASSOCIATIOn OF HAWAII,
InAuguRATIOn & InDuCTIOn BAll ● SATuRDAY
● July 13, 2013, 6 PM ● C'est Si Bon, Pagoda Hotel ● Contact:

Lolita Amodo & Sandy Lasquero, 542-1866 or 671-0497

SuROng vAllEY ASSOCIATIOn InTERnATIOnAl
InDuCTIOn & REAFFIRMATIOn OF OFFICERS ●

SATuRDAY ● July 20, 2013, 6 PM ● Ala Moana Hotel ● .

Contact: Milagros Llamelo @ 225-1229

Valbin Corporation is currently seeking TS/SCI
TAgAlOg lInguISTS who are also fluent in

Maguindanao and/or Maranao. Please send us your

resume and salary requirements if interested at

jobs@valbin.org

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

59TH AnnuAl InSTAllATIOn OF OFFICERS &
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, FIlIPInO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF HI ● SATuRDAY ● July 20, 2013, 6 PM

● Tapa Ballroom, Hilton, Hawaiian Village ● Contact: Bernadette

Fajardo (342-8090)

glOBAl nAguIlIAnDERS AllIAnCE nETWORK
REunIOn & DInnER DAnCE ● SATuRDAY ● October

26, 2013, 6 PM ● Ala Moana Hotel ● Contact: Eddie Baladad

@ 341-5047

going to get us

started at the

right place.”

Ronquillo

joined about a

hundred advo-

c a t e s ,

DREAMers,

and immi-

grants as they

held a prayer

vigil outside of

the LA Federal

Building that

coincided with the Senate vot-

ing on Thursday.

“There’s only moving for-

ward from here on,” Ronquillo

told Balitang America.

During the vigil’s opening

ceremony on Wednesday after-

noon, Ronquillo called out to

his fellow Filipino DREAMers

and undocumented youth, say-

L
OS ANGELES – Fil-

ipino DREAMers and

immigration advocates

alike lauded the US Senate’s

move on Thursday as 68 Sena-

tors voted to approve an immi-

gration bill that many have

been waiting for.

The once-in-a-generation

immigration overhaul is seen

by many as a relief, for over 11

million undocumented people

in the United States.

While some claimed the

passage of the bill as a historic

victory, some of its provisions

drew concern from DREAM-

ers and advocates. These provi-

sions included proposals on

border control measures and

the elimination of some family-

based immigration categories.

“There are certain things in

this bill that we are still not

happy with,” Filipino Migrant

Center advocate Alex Mon-

tances told Balitang America.

Montances said that the bill

keeps families apart and milita-

rizes US borders at the cost of

$46 billion — an amount

which he said could have gone

to education and healthcare.

Montances also pointed out

that “unjust deportations” are

still ongoing.

With the Democrat-con-

trolled Senate voting in favor of

immigration reform, all eyes are

now on the Republican-domi-

nated House of Representatives.

Meanwhile, regardless of

the bill’s imperfections, Fil-

ipino DREAMers still feel up-

beat on what they have seen so

far, particularly with the victory

in the Senate.

Jedi Jimenez (one of twin

brothers who were brought

here by their Filipina mother

when they were still infants)

said that he is glad that their

mother will now have a path-

way to citizenship. On the

other hand, Jimenez was also

sad that they wouldn’t be re-

united with their other brothers.

Fil-Am Seth Ronquillo, an

undocumented youth from

UCLA, acknowledged that al-

though the proposed legislation

is not “a perfect immigration

bill,” it is still “something that’s

ing that they have nothing to be

ashamed of and that they need

to empower themselves.

“If you’re undocumented,

don’t be afraid, don’t be

ashamed. Kung wala kang pa-

peles, huwag kang matakot,

huwag mong ikahiya kung sino

ka,” Ronquillo said. (www.asian-

journal.com)

MAINLAND NEWS

Pinoy DREAMers, Advocates Laud Senate
on Immigration Bill Approval 

V
ATICAN CITY —

Pope Francis on Fri-

day cleared Pope

John Paul II for sainthood, ap-

proving a miracle attributed to

his intercession and setting up

a remarkable dual canoniza-

tion along with another

beloved pope, John XXIII.

In a major demonstration

of his papal authority, Francis

decided to make John XXIII a

saint even though the Vatican

hasn't confirmed a second

miracle attributed to his inter-

cession. The Vatican said

Francis had the power to "dis-

pense" with the normal saint-

making procedures to

canonize him on his own

merit, without a miracle.

The ceremonies are ex-

pected before the end of the

year. The date of Dec. 8 has

Polish pontiff.

In a series of reports late

last month, La Razon reported

that Mora awoke with debili-

tating head pain on April 8 and

went to the hospital, where her

condition worsened to the

point that she was sent home

with only a month to live.

Her family prayed to John

Paul, and the aneurism disap-

peared.

La Razon quoted her doc-

tor, Dr. Alejandro Vargas, who

said: "It surprised me a lot that

been floated as one possibility,

given it's the feast of the Im-

maculate Conception, a major

feast day for the church. Pol-

ish media continued to report

that October was likely, to

mark the anniversary of John

Paul's election, but Vatican of-

ficials have said that's too

soon to organize such a mas-

sive event.

The Vatican spokesman,

the Rev. Federico Lombardi,

confirmed that the miracle

that brought John Paul to the

ranks of sainthood concerned

a Costa Rican woman.

The Spanish Catholic

newspaper La Razon has iden-

tified her as Floribeth Mora,

and said she suffered from a

cerebral aneurism that was in-

explicably cured on May 1,

2011 — the day of John Paul's

beatification, when 1.5 mil-

lion people filled St. Peter's

Square to honor the beloved

the aneurism disappeared, I

can't explain it based on sci-

ence."

The Associated Press has

traveled to Mora's home in

Costa Rica but has been told

that she is bound by secrecy

and cannot discuss her case.

Then-Pope Benedict XVI

put John Paul, who became

pope in 1978, on the fast-track

for possible sainthood when

he dispensed with the tradi-

tional five-year waiting period

and allowed the beatification

process to begin weeks after

his April 2, 2005, death. Bene-

dict was responding to chants

of "Santo Subito!" or "Saint-

hood Immediately" which

erupted during John Paul's fu-

neral.

But there remains some

concern that the process has

been too quick. Some of the

Holy See's deep-seated prob-

lems — clerical sex abuse,

dysfunctional governance and

more recently the financial

scandals at the Vatican bank

— essentially date from short-

comings of his pontificate.

As a result, the decision to

canonize John Paul along with

John XXIII can be seen as try-

ing to balance out those con-

cerns, by beatifying one pope

along with another.

Such was the case in 2000,

when John Paul beatified John

XXIII (1958-1963) , dubbed

the "good pope," alongside

Pope Pius IX, who was criti-

cized by Jews for condoning

the seizure of a Jewish boy

and allegedly referring to Jews

as dogs.

By canonizing John Paul

II along with John XXIII, the

Vatican could be seeking to as-

suage concerns about John

Paul's fast-track sainthood

case by tying it together with

the 50-year wait since the

death of John XXIII.
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