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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIALS

n case you haven’t noticed, the

weather has been unusually dry

since the beginning of the year.

The strong El Nino system that

generated a higher number of

storms than usual for the 2015

hurricane season continues to persist in our

area of the Pacific, resulting in a dry

weather pattern. In fact, the very dry conditions broke records

for the lowest January rainfall levels recorded at several gauges

statewide. If the lack of rain persists, expect the Board of Water

Supply to issue water advisories in the coming months. In the

meantime, let’s do what we can now to help conserve water. 

Our cover story for this issue delves into the history behind

Operation Manong (OM), a university based organization that

has uplifted the lives of Oahu’s youth—both Filipino and non-

Filipino. In fact, several of the Chronicle’s staff writers and ed-

itorial board have benefited from tuition stipends provided by

OM as well as the camaraderie and friendships from their time

at the university. Despite a name change to the Office of Mul-

ticultural Student Services (OMSS), many old timers still refer

fondly to the program as OM.  OMSS Director Clem Bautista

details the program’s early history and the many innovative

outreach activities that were launched. We hope that you will

enjoy reading Clem’s story (see page 4), which for some of you

will be like a walk down memory lane. 

We also have in this issue a business profile of J and L Pa-

paya Farm on the Big Island. Owners Jimmy and Erlinda

Bernardo have managed to run a thriving papaya farm, despite

the ups and downs of an uncertain economy, bad weather and

forces beyond their control. They credit their faith in God and

family unity for seeing them through these past 17 years. Please

turn to page 11 to read more about this hard-working couple.

Lastly, we have a book review of three new culinary books fea-

turing Filipino cuisine. If you are an aspiring chef or simply

want to brush up on your culinary skills, turn to page 10. The

books are available at Kalamansi Books & Things. To obtain a

copy, call 358-2868. 

In closing, we encourage you to read the other informative

columns and articles in this issue. Feel free to email us at: fil-

ipinochronicle@gmail.com with any story idea, suggestion or

concern you may have.  

Until our next issue…aloha and mabuhay! 

I
Operation Manong’s
Impact on Filipino Youth

hat began over four decades ago as a tutoring and

youth mentoring program for Filipino youth has

since evolved far beyond its original mission

statement. Founded in 1971, Operation Manong

(OM) was one of the first programs at the Univer-

sity of Hawaii-Manoa to address campus diversity

and equal access to higher education. One of OM’s first goals was

to increase the numbers of Filipino students who were severely

underrepresented at UH. OM also launched a variety of activities

that were truly “outside of the box.” One such program, the Future

Teachers Workshop, motivated young Filipinos to consider teach-

ing as a career. Other activities encouraged youth to pursue engi-

neering or kept them busy with an after-school sports league that

combined a study hall and tutoring. There was also The Filipino

Community Network (a 30-minute KNDI radio show), the Kulea

Project Native Hawaiian community-based development project,

as well as partnerships with the Japanese-American Citizens

League, Filipino Community Center and the Filipino-American

Historical Society of Hawaii.

OM’s outreach services over the years expanded beyond tu-

toring immigrant students to encompass college recruitment and

retention, summer enrichment classes, scholarships and tuition

waivers, community mentorship, graduate school preparation, so-

cial justice activities and a host of other endeavors. The program

changed its name in 2000 to the Office of Multicultural Student

Services (OMSS) to reflect the growth in the scope of its activities

and increased diversity of students served. 

A good number of Filipino youth and youth from other ethnic

groups benefited tremendously from their OM/OMSS experience

and are now successful professionals in education, government,

law, engineering, nursing, social work and other fields. Several

of these alumni spoke candidly about their positive experience at

OM’s 40th anniversary celebration in 2012 and how they have

developed into not only productive members of society but also

as outstanding individuals concerned with the welfare of others

and the community. The Filipino community is indebted to

OM/OMSS and their hardworking directors and staff—both past

and present—for the profound impact they have made on

Hawaii’s youth. We salute OM/OMSS and look forward to its

continued work and proud legacy.
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memBer, Society of ProfeSSionAl 
JoUrnAliStS

he sudden passing of Supreme Court Justice Antonin

Scalia and finding his replacement arguably could

have equally significance as the race for U.S. presi-

dent. Given the influence the high court has in inter-

preting, and thus setting laws of precedence on a

sleuth of controversial issues, Scalia’s replacement

could potentially influence Americans’ way of life much more

than most people think.

Putting into perspective what’s at stake
To date, President Barack Obama had replaced two liberal

SC justices with two other liberal SC justices. The replacement

of Scalia, known as the “intellectual anchor of the court’s conser-

vative majority,” with yet another liberal or moderate Obama ap-

pointee could tip the high court’s rulings to favor left-leaning

Follow the Law and
Allow President Obama 
to Appoint the New SC
Justice

T

issues. Currently after Scalia’s death, there is a split 4-4 between

conservative and liberal SC justices.

The repercussion of another Democrat-appointed justice

could be epic to the liberal cause in the generations to come es-

pecially when considering the near life-term tenure of each SC

justice. This is why Republicans are wide-eyed vigilant and up-

at-arms in stalling the appointment of Scalia’s replacement until

after the election, hoping that the GOP can capture the White

House and sway the high court toward the right with a GOP ap-

pointed justice. 

But the stall tactic of the Republican-majority U.S. Senate

could very well backfire if the GOP refuses to hold hearings and

vote on whomever Obama decides to appoint. The last thing

Americans would want is more obstructionism and partisanship.

In a tight race for the presidency, this could tip the result in favor

of the Democratic nominee for president.

Issues at stake
In the last year, the SC ruled that Obamacare was deemed U.S. SBA SmAll BUSineSS JoUrnAliSt AwArdee

(continued on page 3)
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fore it degenerated into an

Anti-Asian mess.

When I met Del Carmen at

Pixar in the San Francisco Bay

Area just prior to Oscar week-

end, he told me he came to the

U.S. in 1989, when he was 29. 

“You know what this week

is, what they’re celebrating in

the Philippines?” I asked.

“I have no idea,” he said,

so deeply focused on his work

and the upcoming Oscars. 

“It’s 30 years after the

EDSA revolution,” I said.

“Oh my goodness, has it

been 30 years, already?” he

asked.  “That’s fascinating, I’ve

been gone a long time.”

We both had a good laugh,

but once his memory was

jogged, Del Carmen recounted

the great moment at EDSA,

when the helicopters flew over

hen it comes to

Chinese New

Year, everyone

loves to cele-

brate and say

“Gung Hay Fat

Choy.”

Some people have been

just too busy to remember.

Take for example the pride

of Filipino creative types

everywhere. 

Ronnie Del Carmen was

ready last Sunday to be an-

nounced to the estimated tens

of millions around the world

that he had just won Best Orig-

inal Screenplay for the Pixar

hit, “Inside Out.”

It was the first award. If it

had, you could have stopped

watching the 88th Oscars be-

lieve it at first half expecting

the strongman would turned

back the crowd. “I had lived

under the regime since I was

12,” he told me. “It’s been part

of you for so long.” 

But it happened.

And then, within a few

short years, the document his

father Rogelio filed with U.S.

immigration authorities peti-

tioning him to America arrived.

Like many Filipinos before

and since, he left his family

with their blessing to go ahead

and seek his opportunity and

fortune in America. When he

earned, he sent money back.

And then he got his break as an

animator.

And the Philippines? 

He still goes back. Still

thinks about it. But he’s a U.S.

citizen now, and maybe after

Sunday, an Oscar winner.

“I don’t really think about

the revolution as much as I

used to,” he told me. “It seems

like the country has tried to

find its way. It’s not a done

deal, not everything became

right all at once.”

That’s an understatement.

Thirty Years Later
Clearly, Del Carmen has

moved on.

But for the citizens of the

archipelago, their fate is their

fate. In pesos.

But it may be worse if

you’re a Filipino who remem-

bers history. 

If you can’t leave, it’s eas-

ier to forget. 

That seems to be the case,

30 years after the fall of the dic-

W

30 Years After Marcos, You’re Happier,
the Further You Are from the Philippines,
Ask Oscar Nominee Ronnie Del Carmen

the crowd, and everyone

thought the screams were from

people being killed. But they

were screams of joy. The army

flipped sides, literally. The mil-

itary was setting the country

free from Marcos.

Del Carmen couldn’t be-

constitutional. It also ruled that

the government had no legal

right to deny same-sex couples

the right to marriage. Both is-

sues, even with a then conser-

vative SC majority, passed the

legal test and should remain as

the law of the land. Another

Democrat-appointed justice

should all but guarantee that

these two liberal causes are

protected.

With yet another liberal to

moderate justice on the high

court, some issues that could be

tackled include: expanding dis-

crimination laws in the work-

place and housing to include

sexual orientation, along with

the already protected classes of

age, sex, national origin, the

handicap and religion.

If universal healthcare be-

came a political reality, having

a liberal majority in the high

court should also be construc-

tive in defending its constitu-

tional merits. 

The most egregious law to

come out of the conservative-

led SC of late is the ruling that

corporations, unions, and or-

ganized entities could donate as

much money to political cam-

paigns and PACs. This ruling,

as well as campaign finance re-

form in general, is bound to be

revisited and challenged.

Remembering Scalia
Clearly Scalia’s worldview

and legal interpretation repre-

sented a brand of politics out-

of-step with modern times. He

called himself a legal “original-

ist” – someone who interprets

the U.S. Constitution by con-

sidering what the founding fa-

thers of the Constitution were

thinking at the time they wrote

it. The problem with original-

ists such as Scalia is that many

of the contemporary issues

could not be neatly placed in

the framework of the U.S. Con-

stitution because they were

simply non-issues back then.

So to many non-legal scholars

and everyday citizens, Scalia’s

legal reasoning on some issues

appeared outright archaic, sex-

ist and racist. 

In an affirmative action

case just last December, he said

that some minority students

may be better off at “a less ad-

vanced school, a slower-track

school where they do well.”

He elaborated: “I don’t

think it stands to reason that it’s

a good thing for the University

of Texas to admit as many

blacks as possible.” He goes on

to talk about the harm that can

be caused by such students

with inferior academic creden-

tials by admitting them to col-

leges where they do not thrive.

Scalia was the lone vote

against a suit brought by a

woman who wanted to enter

the then all-male Virginia Mil-

itary Institute. Scalia defended

the right of states to criminalize

homosexual sodomy that even-

tually was struck down. He

considered the right to own a

firearm as a right under the

Second Amendment, which is

now considered to many legal

scholars as a stretch in inter-

preting the law. In Planned Par-

enthood v Casey, Scalia argued

that there is no constitutional

right to abortion. He was also

in favor of the death penalty.

Unlike some conservative-

leaning justices, Scalia along

with Justice Clarence Thomas,

never failed in siding with con-

servatives on practically all the

major issues, including the

challenges to Obamacare and

same-sex marriage.

No More Originalists

What Americans need is

another justice willing to use

common sense in interpreting

laws to contemporary times,

not another “originalist.” 

Scalia once said: “I am an

originalist. I am not a nut.”

David Strauss wrote in his

book The Living Consitution in

referring to Scalia: “If follow-

ing a theory (originalism) con-

sistently would make you a nut,

isn’t that a problem with the

theory?”

Republicans are wrong in

trying to obstruct Obama from

carrying out his duties as pres-

ident to appoint another SC

justice. Americans must de-

mand that U.S. Senators stop

playing partisan politics and

allow a justice be appointed

now rather than after the elec-

tion for president.

EDITORIALS (from page 2, FOLLOW THE LAW....)

By Emil Guillermo

(continued on page 12)

Ronnie Del carmen
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At the time, manong had been

used in Hawaii in a derogatory

manner referring to Filipinos,

so OM also sought to restore

and promote the positive, tradi-

tional use of manong.

OM was funded by the

State and received additional

funding in the early years

through the United Presbyte-

rian Church and ACTION, a

federal domestic volunteer

agency. Although legislative

funding for OM was funneled

through the UH, OM had diffi-

culty finding a home within an

administrative unit. At one

time, OM was appropriately

within the College of Educa-

tion but eventually moved to

other units, including the Social

Science Research Institute and

finally under the Office of the

Vice President for Student Af-

fairs.

UHM students were

trained and assigned to func-

tion as manongs and manangs

to their ading— students in

public school English as a Sec-

ond Language (ESL) classes.

OM students tutored their

ading and conducted cultural

and social activities to help

newcomers in their adjustment

to Hawaii. Not all students

were Filipino and, in fact, OM

sought bilingual college stu-

dents to be assigned to schools

with Chinese, Korean, Viet-

namese and Samoan students.

Amy Agbayani served as

OM’s first director (1972-

1986) and although she contin-

ued to support and advocate for

OM until the present, day-to-

day activities were eventually

passed to Melinda Tria

Kerkvliet (1986-1992) and

later Clement Bautista (1992 to

zens Advisory Committee on

Immigration), Ricardo Trimil-

los (UHM) and UHM students

Emme Tomingbang and

Johnny Verzon. 

Other UHM faculty sup-

port came from Belinda

Aquino, Virgie Chattergy,

Robert Clopton, Precy Espiritu,

Michael Forman and Teresita

Ramos. Following the Immi-

gration Act of 1965 allowing

increased immigration from the

Philippines, they all recognized

the need to assist and encour-

age the growing population of

immigrant Filipino youth in

their adjustment to Hawaii and

the U.S. 

As an organizing principle,

the organization adopted the

Ilokano kinship term for older

brother—“manong”—thereby

linking university students with

their younger peers—

“ading”—in the public schools.

Details of how OM has

thrived and its continued

growth are not well known.

Only the outlines of OM’s his-

tory and significance are usu-

ally touched upon. This article

hopes to elucidate some of

these details for a greater ap-

preciation of the good work

done by dedicated people over

the past four decades.

Storied Past
OM was conceived at the

University of Hawaii-Manoa

(UHM) in 1971 and “hatched”

in 1972. A coalition of Filipino

and non-Filipino community

leaders included Amefil Ag-

bayani (UHM), Belen Ongteco

(State Department of Educa-

tion), Sheila Forman (UHM

graduate student), Bienvenido

Junasa (State Immigrant Serv-

ices Center), Anthony Marsella

(UHM), James Misajon (Citi-

the present). Another important

OM administrator in the early

years was Helen Nagtalon-

Miller whose insightful con-

versations provided students

with a firsthand link between

Hawaii’s Filipino plantation

experience and the pursuit of

higher education. 

OM’s early history is also

tied to the history of the UHM

Ethnic Studies Department

(ES). Not only was OM physi-

cally located with ES in

portable buildings located in

the Manoa campus boondocks,

but many OM students and

staff also participated in ES ef-

forts to establish itself as a

UHM program. In addition to

OM training, the close proxim-

ity to ES faculty and students

helped OM staff and students

develop their own conscious-

ness of social equity, commu-

nity and identity.

Evolving with the Times
Starting with Kerkvliet’s

term as director, OM started to

evolve beyond the tutoring

functions established at OM’s

inception. Thanks to the sup-

port of the UH Vice President

of Student Affairs Doris Ching,

OM hired Bautista and Adri-

alina Guerero to develop and

conduct new activities. Student

recruitment became a growing

concern, especially since data

showed Filipinos and other eth-

nic minorities were underrepre-

sented in higher education. In

addition to tutoring and con-

ducting social activities, some

OM students were assigned to

work with high school coun-

selors to advise students seek-

ing higher education.

Recruitment coordinator

Guerero recalls, “Thanks to

high school college counselors,

students were pulled out of their

free classes to speak to our stu-

dent recruiters in small groups

and one-on-one. Some schools

even provided us with a room to

meet with the students.”

One eye-opening discov-

ery OM staff made during its

recruitment activities was the

differences between many im-

migrant students and their

more “local” counterparts. This

discovery, supported by re-

search at the time, indicated

local minority students had

lower expectations of them-

selves compared to recently-

immigrated minority students.

This difference also seemed to

be reinforced by the observa-

tion at UHM that most of the

Filipino students were recent

immigrants rather than locally-

Operation Manong Builds Brighter Future
For Filipino Youth
By Clement Bautista

t’s been over 40 years—44 years to be exact—since the
combined efforts of a committed group of community
and university individuals came together to create op-
eration manong (om). over the decades, om evolved,
expanded and was eventually renamed as the office of
multicultural student services (omss) to reflect new

challenges and innovative programs needed to serve the community. 

I

(continued on page 5)

(L to R) Dexter Artienza, cheyona Lopez, Jabril Hassan, Linda
Kosen, Marvin Starominski-Uehara and Ebil Matsutaro renew ac-
quaintances at OM's 40th anniversary reunion at the Filcom center
in 2012.

Former OM/OMSS workers Romeo Asuncion, Leon Florendo, Rex
Quidilla and Niki Libarios at OM's 40th anniversary reunion. 
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born. From this point on, OM’s

recruitment efforts and scope

broadened beyond ESL stu-

dents.

In addition to recruitment

at the high school level, in

1987, OM worked with Lee-

ward Community College

(LCC) counselor Ernie Libar-

ios, Sr., on the Leeward-Manoa

Transfer Project, in which LCC

students were linked to a UHM

course conducted by OM spe-

cialist Danilo Campos. A vari-

ety of study skills, computer

literacy and writing exercises

were conducted during this

transition class. Project funding

from the McInerny Foundation

even provided stipends to par-

ticipating students. By the end

of the granting period, how-

ever, the needs of transferring

students changed and participa-

tion dropped off.

By the early 1990s OM

students were conducting tutor-

ing and recruitment activities at

Campbell, Farrington, McKin-

ley, Roosevelt and Waipahu

high schools. Pre-high school

“early intervention” activities

were conducted at Dole,

Kalakaua, Stevenson and

Waimanalo intermediate

schools. Tutorial activities were

also conducted at August

Ahrens, Kalihi Kai, Kalihi

Uka, Kapalama and Queen

Kaahumanu elementary

schools. As funds permitted,

OM students visited schools on

the Big Island, Maui and

Kauai.

OM staff and students also

worked with community agen-

cies and organizations, includ-

ing Kalihi YMCA, the Mutual

Assistance Associations Center

(MAAC), the Catholic Immi-

gration Center and Sariling

Gawa to provide tutorials and

workshops to encourage the

pursuit of higher education.

Major Initiatives and Partner-
ships

An incident once observed

by an OM tutor reinforced

OM’s decision to more care-

fully examine the preparation

teachers received in their train-

ing. The incident occurred at a

middle school with a predomi-

nantly Filipino student popula-

tion where students were asked

to identify “local foods” in

Hawaii. When a Filipino stu-

dent offered pinakbet and

adobo, the teacher countered

that those were not local foods.

When asked to name local

foods, the teacher replied

“sushi and saimin.”

To address this apparent

disconnect between the knowl-

edge and experiences of immi-

grant students and their

teachers, OM created the Fu-

ture Teachers Workshop

(FTW). This partnership with

the Affirmative Action Office

of the State Department of Ed-

ucation Personnel Division

(HDOE) had two goals: to help

the DOE encourage students

from Hawaii’s underrepre-

sented groups to become teach-

ers and to introduce potential

teachers to a radical version of

multicultural education.

FTW’s summer program

introduced high school stu-

dents interested in becoming

teachers to theories and prac-

tices emphasizing the legiti-

macy and centrality of the

perspectives and experiences

students themselves bring into

the classroom. Teachers who

were properly oriented to mul-

ticultural education could uti-

lize and build upon this

knowledge as a foundation

while introducing new prac-

tices. The intended goal for

FTW was not simply to expose

potential teachers to traditional

teaching techniques but to also

cultivate in them a desire to ad-

dress the social inequities that

plague society.

Jeff Acido, a Farrington

graduate and former FTW par-

ticipant, says the program was

designed to inspire high school

seniors to go into teaching. 

“We had to go into middle

schools and observe and be-

come a teaching assistant in a

classroom,” says Acido, who

now teaches at UHM. “The ex-

perience made me reflect on

how I was as a middle school

student and to appreciate the

amazing teachers I had at

Kalakaua and Farrington. It

also made me realize that

teaching is a calling rather than

just a job.” 

While FTW successfully

motivated students to become

teachers, FTW ended after a

decade of programming due to

changes in HDOE priorities

and support. FTW was, how-

ever, able to share its multicul-

tural approach with the

HDOE’s developing educa-

tional assistant program.

Perhaps the first of OM’s

major initiatives ushering in a

new phase in OM’s evolution

was the Pre-Freshman Engi-

neering Project (PREP).

Funded by a U.S. Department

of Energy grant awarded to the

UHM College of Engineering,

PREP was a summer pre-engi-

neering experience for 20 sixth

graders from Waimanalo,

Kalihi and Nanakuli. OM was

tasked with coordinating PREP

with the College of Engineer-

ing and other UHM resources.

Students reviewed their math

and science skills, went on

field trips, highlighted different

engineering applications and

presented a summary of their

summer experience to parents.

Following PREP’s initial

summer, OM coordinated a

second federally-funded cohort

and sought funds to extend the

first cohort for a second sum-

mer session. As PREP moved

into its third year, OM learned

from participating students that

engineering was only one of

many interests students had.

(from page 3, OPERATION MANONG...)

Eventually, OM extended

PREP to a three-year, pre-high-

school summer experience for

each cohort.

When the original pre-en-

gineering grant support ended

after two years, the third PREP

cohort was combined in a U.S.

Department of Education grant.

This new project, called the

Hawaii Summer Academy

(HSA), combined 20 PREP

(renamed, the Pre-Freshman

Enrichment Project) students

with 20 students (ARTS) who

were selected for their profi-

ciency in music or fine arts.

HSA was an innovative ap-

proach to enrichment, and all

concerned—teachers, adminis-

trators and students—learned

how the different curricula sup-

ported and enhanced each

other.

While HSA was going on,

OM decided to utilize the extra

seats on buses transporting

HSA students between their

communities and UHM to

transport participants in a new

elementary school program

called the Elementary Summer

Program (ESP). With priority

given to siblings of HSA stu-

dents, ESP brought another 40-

60 elementary school students

to UHM for educational and

recreational activities. This

eased the burden of families

LEGAL NOTICE

(continued on page 6)

(L to R): Maxilyn Tagata Tamasaka, Ronillie Joson, Liza corpuz,
Rouella Tilitile, Marrisa Ayag-garcia, Milli Macugay Asuncion, Mari-
lyn Barayuga, Myrna Burigsay and Adrialina guerrero at OM's 40th
anniversary reunion. 
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ccording to new

i n f o r m a t i o n

from the State

Department of

E d u c a t i o n

(DOE), the con-

struction of a

$150 million high school

planned for Kihei is not what

is needed. I have long held

that the greatest need and fu-

ture growth dictate that Lee-

ward Oahu should be the

state’s top priority. (See Table

A)

Not only are schools in

Ewa and Kapolei more over-

crowded now, but they will

continue to get more so, while

Maui enrollment will actually

diminish. (See Table B)

The DOE’s own enroll-

ment numbers and projections

are clear—West Oahu is in ur-

gent need of a new high

school. The governor’s new

proposed building for Camp-

bell is a half measure and the

day it’s completed, Campbell

and Kapolei will still be

grossly over-crowded.

I fear that decisions on

school CIP budgets are be-

coming totally politicized.

DOE Superintendent Kathryn

Matayoshi has not provided

guidance to the Legislature

with regards to the number

one priority for a new high

school. She has refused to an-

swer my written and pointed

question: “What is the DOE’s

number one priority for a new

high school?” 

This has allowed legisla-

tors to carve up available

money on the basis of fa-

voritism and deal making at

the state capitol. The DOE,

which should be making rec-

ommendations on where new

construction is really needed

based on hard data, seems to

want to have nothing to do

with it. This can only be de-

scribed as deliberate misfea-

sance and sadly, it is business

as usual.

The DOE has been co-

opted to keep their mouths

shut and go along with the

powerful politicians who

want to deliver pork to their

islands. The numbers pro-

vided in Tables A and B show

that it’s not needed, not to

A

Construction of Maui High School is Intentional
Misuse of Taxpayer Money
By Rep. Bob McDermott

with multiple children to find

childcare and kept young stu-

dents engaged in school-related

activities. Unfortunately, trans-

portation costs dramatically in-

creased over the years. After 10

years of operation and over 200

PREP and 100 ESP students,

PREP was phased out.

During the school year,

OMSS continued its tutoring

and college recruitment activi-

ties. One of the more interest-

ing and effective projects

coordinated by OMSS student

Ulysses Balmilero was the

Central Oahu Sports League.

Due to increased youth gang

activities, OMSS started an

after-school sports league

bringing students from Farring-

ton, Waipahu, Pearl City and

Aiea to meet at Pacheco Park

in Pearl City. While boys

played basketball and girls

played volleyball, games were

set up intentionally such that

one team was always available

for homework, study hall or a

college recruitment activity.

For a time, OM students pro-

vided rides to high school stu-

dents needing transportation to

Pacheco Park. Unfortunately,

when UHM notified OM that

liability issues prohibited the

UH transport of minors, the

Sports League ended after two

exciting years.

Another interesting part-

nership that was created in

2000 was between OMSS and

the Juvenile Justice Advisory

Council of the State Office of

Youth Services (OYS). As a

participant in the OYS Coali-

tion for Ethnic and Cultural Di-

versity, OM students and staff

worked on OYS-funded proj-

ects to address the ethnic over-

representation in the juvenile

justice system. Projects ranged

from creating a survey and re-

port of cultural competency

training programs in Hawaii to

coordinating a Molokai camp

for youths using the hoopono-

pono process of healing. OM

embarked on a new OYS-

funded research project that

tracked arrested youths as they

passed through the juvenile jus-

tice system. However, the proj-

ect was cancelled due to

administrative problems. 

Recent Initiatives
A recently developed proj-

ect is OMSS’s Hawaii Under-

graduate Initiative (HUI) for

first-year UHM students. Now

in its fifth year, HUI provides a

summer course and transition

workshops for selected students

graduating from Title I (low in-

come) schools or are Pell Grant

eligible. Courses are small and

teachers selected for their ability

to engage young students. Dur-

ing the school year, HUI stu-

dents join previous cohorts in a

HUI RIO (registered independ-

ent organization) where they

can get tutoring and advice in

taking classes.

Another exciting OMSS

program is the Pasefika Pas-

sion Pipelinef (3P), coordi-

nated by Tina

Tauasosi-Posiulai. Funded by

the UH Vice-President for

Community Colleges, 3P al-

lows OMSS to build upon its

existing Pacific Islander out-

reach project, Tinumasalasala.

3P extends the outreach to all

Pacific Islanders and adds re-

cruitment for and support serv-

ices at the UH community

colleges. Because of the chal-

lenges for many Pacific Is-

landers, financial as well as

academic, starting their college

experience at a community col-

lege is highly desirable. Be-

cause OMS already started

outreach to various Pacific Is-

lander communities, OMSS

was able to take the lead in de-

veloping and implementing 3P.

OMSS has also advised

student groups forming around

various ethnic groups, includ-

ing the Native American Stu-

dent Association (NASA), the

African American Student Al-

liance (AASA), the Pacific Is-

lander Connections (PIC), La

Raza Unido (Latino) and

TASSO (Samoan).

Student Development
Before UH and other uni-

versities nationwide began to

promote the idea of “service

learning,” OM/OMSS was

committed to students going

beyond the classroom to volun-

teer or work in the community.

A large part of OM/OMSS is

working and developing col-

lege students not just to be

good workers but also to be in-

TABLE A :
CuRRENT AND PROjECTED STuDENT ENROLLMENT (provided by the DOE)

Leeward Oahu Maui

Campbell Kapolei Baldwin Maui

2015-2016 3,086 2,063 1,408 1,849

2020-2021 3,545 2,373 1,400 1,448

________________ ________________

New Students  +769 New Students - 409

TABLE B: 
PERCENT OF CAPACITY (provided by the DOE)

Leeward Oahu Maui

Campbell Kapolei Baldwin Maui

2014-2015 151% 118% 88% 120%

2020-2021 177% 136% 83% 90%

________________ ________________

Increase/ +23% +18% -5% -30%

Decrease

mention the huge operational

costs of another high school

being layered onto an already

thinly stretched DOE budget.

Once built, the implementa-

tion of the student weighting

format will cause Maui and

Baldwin high schools to have

anemic funding level due to

the transfer of students to

Kihei, meaning loss of teach-

ers, programs and extracurric-

ular activities.

I have called on Gov. Ige

to restore transparency to his

administrative departments

and especially the DOE, so

that legislators can be fully

informed where facilities are

actually needed before com-

mitting such large amounts in

CIP budgeting.

COVER STORY (from page 5, OPERATION MANONG....)

(continued on page 8)
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HART to Remove Rail Equipment on Farrington Highway

O
fficials from the Hon-

olulu Authority for

Rapid Transportation

(HART) and Kiewit are advis-

ing residents, businesses and

commuters in the Waipahu

area that construction equip-

ment used to build the over-

head guideway along

Farrington Highway will be

removed during the coming

weeks. 

The work is expected to

start February 29, 2016 and

take 7-8 weeks to complete. It

extra time through the con-

struction zone. 

Bus riders are also re-

minded that bus stops in the

area wll be impacted and to

call 848-5555 or visit

www.thebushawaii.org to get

updated bus stop and/or sched-

ule changes.

For updates on work days

and times related to lane clo-

sures, go online to: www.hon-

olulutransit.org/trafficupdates

or contact the HART hotline at

566-2299.

will be done in phases and in-

clude the installation of the

last segments of guideway in

the Farrington Highway sec-

tion of the project. The work

will take place between

Mokuola Street and Awamoku

Street. Traffic will be con-

traflowed onto one side of Far-

rington Highway. Reduced

lanes and left turn restrictions

will be in place at the Mokuola

Street intersection. Honolulu

Police Department special

duty officers and/or flaggers

will be on site to assist.

HART is asking motorists,

bicyclists and pedestrians to

be alert as they move through

the construction area, observe

posted speed limits, follow

traffic signage or HPD/flagger

instructions and to allow for

State DOH Lab Gears Up For Zika Virus Testing

T
he State Department of

Health (DOH) State

Laboratories Division

is joining national efforts to

control the spread of Zika

Virus. The division recently

provided confirmatory testing

for samples from American

Samoa and the Marshall Is-

lands to support and verify

disease outbreak activity in

U.S. Affiliated Pacific Island

jurisdictions.

“Hawaii is fortunate to

have an experienced and capa-

State Laboratories Division

can establish these capabilities

over the next few weeks.

DOH continues to work

with the healthcare commu-

nity, state, county and federal

officials to prepare for infec-

tious diseases that threaten

Hawaii and the Pacific. The

State Laboratories Division

administers a statewide labo-

ratories program which con-

ducts and regulates scientific

analysis in support of environ-

mental quality, health and

safety, and infectious disease

monitoring and control activi-

ties.

ble public health laboratory

that can serve our state with

timely and quality testing

under emergency conditions,”

says State DOH Director Dr.

Virginia Pressler. “That same

capability is not available in

many other areas of the Pa-

cific, so providing lab support

to these areas, when we can, is

critical to controlling the

spread of diseases and reduc-

ing the risk of introduction to

Hawaii.” 

The Zika has been linked

to neurological ailments such

as paralysis and devastating

birth defects. This month,

DOH began using a Centers

For Disease Control (CDC)

developed real-time reverse

transcriptase polymerase chain

reaction (PCR) test for the

virus. With this recent capabil-

ity, DOH provided the first

laboratory evidence of Zika

transmission to officials in

American Samoa and the Re-

public of the Marshall Islands. 

“It’s always a balance to

ensure our state needs are met

first, but the staff here is more

than willing to support na-

tional efforts,” says State Lab-

oratories Director Dr.

Christian Whelen. “This work

helps to better prepare us for

potential issues that could

arise in our state, and identify-

ing and controlling outbreaks

in the Pacific benefits all of

us.”

While PCR is the best test

during early onset of symp-

toms, testing for antibody to

the viruses is preferred after

about a week of illness. The

CDC is shipping antibody test

materials to Hawaii so that theMaui Fil Chamber Golf
Tourney Set for April 23

T
he Maui Filipino

Chamber Foundation

will hold its Annual

Scholarship Golf Tournament

on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at

The Dunes at Maui Lani. The

tournament provides funds for

the Maui Filipino Chamber

Foundation’s scholarship pro-

grams.

“Thirteen students were

awarded scholarships in 2015

through the Foundation’s gen-

erous partners and because of

the success of last year’s

Scholarship Golf Tournament”

says Bill Ruidas, tournament

chair.  

According to Foundation

President Kit Zulueta, the

Chamber has awarded schol-

arships to 123 high school

seniors and 4 students at the

Maui Culinary Academy

since 1995. 

There are three different

levels of sponsorship: Plat-

inum ($1,100 for six golfers);

Gold ($500 for three golfers);

and Team ($375 for three

golfers). Tee Sponsors are also

available at $100.

Golfers will also have an

opportunity to win a hole-in-

one prize at each of the par

three holes sponsored by Val-

ley Isle Motors and win fan-

tastic door prizes with the

grand door prize of a $500

travel certificate.  

The deadline for the three

person full scramble tourna-

ment is March 31, 2016 but

those who submit their paid

application by March 15, 2016

will be eligible for an early

bird drawing for a flat screen

television sponsored by

Friends of Keith Regan.

Applications may be

downloaded online at

www.mauifilipinochamber.co

m or by calling (808) 873-

8605 or email

f o u n d a t i o n @ m a u i f i l -

ipinochamber.com.



8  Hawaii filiPino CHroniCle   marCH 5, 2016

COMMENTARY

very now and

then, I’m asked

if I miss serving

in Congress. My

stock answer is

that no, I don’t

really miss it,

but there are definitely times

when I’d like to jump right

into a policy debate or be in a

position to call congressional

hearings.

This is one of those times.

Over the last few weeks,

several media outlets have re-

ported that U.S. military com-

manders are suggesting that

they need more American

troops on the ground in places

like Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan

and, most recently, Libya. And

last month, talking about our

efforts to defeat ISIS, Defense

Secretary Ash Carter told

CNBC, “We’re looking for

opportunities to do more and

there will be boots on the

ground and I want to be clear

about that.”

This ought to have Con-

gress working overtime to pre-

forward when it sees a better

way.

Simply put, government

functions better when Con-

gress pursues robust oversight.

It sharpens objectives, im-

proves government perform-

ance, makes the bureaucracy

more responsive, and curtails

wasteful spending.

Sadly, this key responsi-

bility has fallen into disrepair.

Really tough overseers of the

administration’s policies —

lawmakers who are interested

in government performance,

not political one-upmanship

— have grown scarce on

Capitol Hill. But if we want to

restore the vigor of the Con-

gress, getting it to look into

every nook and cranny of gov-

ernment is vital. The military’s

pursuit of growing troop

strength and new strategies in

the Middle East would be a

good place to start.

Lee Hamilton is a Distinguished

Scholar, Indiana University School

of Global and International Stud-

ies; and a Professor of Practice, IU

School of Public and Environmen-

tal Affairs. He was a member of the

U.S. House of Representatives for

34 years.

pare for these requests. It’s

rare to find a military com-

mander who doesn’t want

more troops: they face serious

security challenges, especially

in the Middle East. But one

can be sympathetic and at the

same time skeptical, or at least

probing.

So Congress should be

pushing very hard to get an-

swers to some very tough

questions. Where are we

headed with these proposed

troop increases? If they don’t

work, what’s next? What’s our

exit strategy? What are the

prospects for negotiations? We

keep saying we’re going to

support the moderate opposi-

tion in Syria: who are they,

what do they bring to the table,

and how are we recalibrating

our approach in the face of

Russian airstrikes on behalf of

the current regime?

We insist that we’re going

to destroy ISIS, but no other

country in the international

coalition fighting the Islamic

State seems willing to put

forces on the ground. Are we

going to be the only one? And

just how does the administra-

tion propose to destroy ISIS?

Congress has two key

functions in our system of

government: legislation and

oversight. Most public atten-

tion — and certainly most

media attention — focuses on

policy-making and legislative

maneuvering. But Capitol

Hill’s role in overseeing the

executive branch is just as im-

portant.

That’s because in seeking

answers, Congress can force

the President and his top advi-

sors to articulate and defend

their policies, their objectives,

the steps they’re taking (or

proposing) to implement those

objectives, and the impact

they expect from their poli-

cies. In other words, Congress

needs to act on behalf of the

American people to ensure

that major policy requests are

looked at from every angle

and fleshed out as thoroughly

as possible so that we go into

new situations — like putting

young American men and

women on the ground against

a dangerous enemy — with a

clear-headed understanding of

why we’re taking these steps.

This means that our repre-

sentatives on Capitol Hill

should ask tough questions,

demand responsive answers,

and insist on a crystal-clear

explanation of what the policy

is and what alternatives are

available. They need to bring

in experts from outside the ad-

ministration to critique the ad-

ministration’s proposals and

outline alternatives of their

own. They need to press the

administration on what re-

sources are needed to obtain

its objectives: in this case, how

many troops, how much

money, what are the risks to

American lives and interests?

This demands walking a

careful line that Congress has-

n’t been especially good at ne-

gotiating of late. It has to be

both a partner and a critic, sup-

porting the President when it

thinks he’s doing something

right, criticizing him when it

thinks he’s wrong, helping the

administration craft policy that

is in tune with the nation’s

needs, and putting alternatives

E

The Missing Half of Congress’s job 
By Lee H. Hamilton

dividuals concerned with the

welfare of others. Here are a

few shared memories:

Jeff Acido, former UH stu-

dent regent and FTW student:

“OMSS helped me in my aca-

demic path and personal devel-

opment by introducing me to

places and people I would nor-

mally not meet had I just gone

to school and got a service sec-

tor job. I met teachers who

taught in a very radical way

that got me to believe in my

own Filipino community, my

own community’s dreams and

serving my community. Sur-

rounded by other Filipinos and

Pacific Islanders who are trying

to make a difference and

change the status quo is really

inspiring and forces you to find

your own way of contributing

to a more dignified life.”

Aovai Cole, HUI and

3Pstudent: “Working for the

OMSS has to be one of the

most well rounded cultural ex-

periences I have ever had in my

life. Being a Samoan in the

U.S., I already felt like I had a

good handle on what the term

‘diversity’ means, but working

in this office has given me a

much better idea. Being a part

of an office that celebrates each

and every person’s differences

to support and promote higher

education for all is a truly fan-

tastic experience.”

Cheyona Lopez, BIN-I

(volunteer program) coordina-

tor: OMSS has also helped me

develop on a personal level. I

have become a better problem-

solver, more responsible, or-

ganized, a team member, and

overall a better person.

Jabril Hassan, former

OMSS worker: “Through

OMSS events and programs, I

gained exposure to a wide va-

riety of cultural perspectives. I

gained a better understanding

of the diverse communities

across Oahu and realized that I

have a passion for community

development and a desire to

learn more about different cul-

tures. After serving as a Peace

Corps volunteer in the Philip-

pines, I have enrolled in grad-

uate studies at Seattle

University in criminal justice,

with an emphasis on research.”

Into the Future
There are many more pro-

grams and activities OMSS has

conducted over the past 40

years, including The Filipino

Community Network (a 30-

minute KNDI radio show), the

Kulea Project Native Hawaiian

community-based develop-

ment project (coordinated by

Ioane Hoomanawanui), as well

as partnerships with the Japan-

ese-American Citizens League,

Filipino Community Center

and the Filipino-American His-

torical Society of Hawaii.

One could pose the ques-

tion if there remains relevancy

and purpose in today’s world

for a program like OM/OMSS

which is nearing half a century

of work. Yet, societies are al-

ways divided and stratified into

groups of “haves” and “have

nots.” Whether it is wealth,

land, property, knowledge, po-

litical clout, citizenship, cul-

tural legitimacy and especially

in education opportunities—

even our society of “aloha”

neglects many of its peoples. 

OM/OMSS has always ad-

dressed the issues and chal-

lenges facing the “have nots.”

Its work is far from done and it

is hoped that OM/OMSS will

continue to be a conscience and

means to help alleviate some of

these inequities.

COVER STORY (from page 6, OPERATION MANONG....)

OMSS' Jabril Hassan speaks to
Waianae Intermediate School
students about the importance
of higher education.
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HEALTH & FAMILY

ORT LAUD-

ERDALE, Fla.

— Drop-in

meditation stu-

dios are prolif-

erating in major

cities like New

York and Los Angeles and

medi meet-ups are becoming

the new book clubs as more

people are craving ways to un-

plug, pushing meditation prac-

tices and mindfulness

movements from hippie to

mainstream. We asked leading

meditation and mindfulness

teachers to help demystify

these ancient traditions.

What is Mindfulness
Mindfulness is staying

connected to the present mo-

ment.

"You start to let go of all

the accumulated stress and in-

formation. So it's not only a

time to not ingest, it's a time to

let the body let go," says

Emily Fletcher, a former

Broadway actress and founder

of Ziva Meditation in New

York which offers in person

and online training.

Mindfulness also can help

curb overeating and other un-

healthy habits. The reason:

Practicing mindfulness makes

one feel more satiated —

rather than, for example, rush-

ing through a sandwich while

continuing to work, practition-

ers learn to enjoy every bite,

says meditation teacher

Sharon Salzberg.

What’s the Differnece be-
tween Mindfulness and Med-
itation?

While meditating is usu-

ally associated with a sitting

practice often guided by the

breath, mindfulness extends

that practice into everyday life

and focuses on cultivating

awareness in the present.

Sometimes compared to men-

tal strength training, mindful-

ers from different lineages for

$2.99. Most are between four

to 15-minutes and Fletcher's

offering include guided visual-

ization for a first date, sports

performance and test taking. 1

Giant Mind's free app includes

sessions between 10 and 20

minutes with a guide, music or

silence. Headspace's popular

app offers 10-minute guided

meditations. (www.philstar.com)

ness can be practiced washing

the dishes, driving to work,

brushing your teeth and during

other routine tasks. The point

is to prevent your mind from

wandering, projecting fear and

worry from the past and future

and training yourself to accept

and enjoy the moment.

Why Has Mindfulness Be-
come such a Buzz-word?

Experts say it's the anti-

dote to the fast-paced tech

world we live in. There's

slowly been a backlash against

a distracted, multi-tasking

lifestyle to one that is more

self-aware, live in the moment

attitude.

"We're just ingesting, in-

gesting information all day

long," Fletcher says.

Adds Salzberg: "We get

caught in these spirals of ad-

diction. You remain unful-

filled. That's why we seek

more and more intensity and

more and more stimulation in

order to feel content and it

never works."

Are there Any Real Health Ben-
efits?

Experts say mindfulness

offers a rest for the brain, in-

creased productivity and the

ability to turn off the unfulfill-

ing autopilot of the daily grind

and instead live in the present

moment.

"The mind body connec-

tion isn't just something you

feel. There is a physiology that

begins at the molecular level

that goes all the way to the

organ level," said Dr. Darshan

Mehta, medical director of the

Benson-Henry Institute for

Mind Body Medicine at Mas-

sachusetts General Hospital.

"It challenges this conven-

tional wisdom that as we get

older our brains shrink in size.

That's true for most people, but

for people who do have a con-

sistent regular mind body prac-

tice that may not necessarily be

the case."

I Started on My Own and It’s
Making Me Feel Anxious. Is
that Normal?

Experts stress the impor-

tance of starting with a teacher

or one of the numerous apps or

online videos. For some, a

YouTube meditation video or a

mindfulness exercise without

guidance might feel forced and

unfulfilling at first.

"The more you push the

mind, the more it will do the

opposite," says Annelies Rich-

mond, a director at the Art of

Living Foundation, who

helped bring mindfulness,

meditation and yoga to New

York city public schools.

Instead, mindfulness

should be a natural byproduct

of a daily meditation practice.

"When you just tell some-

one just go close your eyes

and meditate, it can become

like a torture. There are a

bunch of thoughts and you

don't know want to do with

them. Sometimes you feel

more restless being aware of

all those thoughts," says Rich-

mond.

What Kind of Classes and
Apps Are Out There?

At Unplug Meditation in

Los Angeles, students can

choose classes to unblock

chakras, cultivate intuition or

a breathing class set to mod-

ern music for $22. In Central

Park, 1,500 people signed up

for a free group meditation

this summer called The Big

Quiet and 800 people sold

out a New York concert

venue, paying $20 to sit in si-

lence.

"It's one of the most pro-

found experiences you can

share with other humans, es-

pecially when you're in the

hundreds. There's something

about being in quiet and shar-

ing that with a group that cre-

ates almost like a vortex. It's t

like the collective energy of

the room starts to swirl to-

gether," said event organizer

Jesse Israel, whose invite-only

Medi Club in New York has

grown to 1,000 people who

vie for 200 spots at monthly

meet-ups.

Emily Fletcher is the host

of a new podcast for Gaiam's

recently launched-app, which

offers nearly two dozen teach-

F

Why Mindfulness
Has Become a Trend and
How You Can Do it
By By Kelli Kennedy (Associated Press) 

ADVERTISE NOW AND SEE

HOW THE FACE OF BUSINESS 

IS CHANGING!
No matter how small your ad, it gets our readers attention!

CALL 678-8930 OR GO TO OUR WEBSITES @

www.thefilipinochronicle.com
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BOOK REVIEW

uisine is one of

the more impor-

tant facets of a

country's cul-

ture.  The books

featured below

not only de-

scribe how favorite Filipino

dishes are prepared, but also

provide the context of how

culinary practices evolved.  All

have beautiful photos of how

each dish can be presented.

For inquiries, please call 808

358 2868 or via email at <kala-

mansibooks@gmail.com>.

flavors of the Philip-

pines, a Culinary Guide to

the Best of the islands. Ros-

ales-Barretto, Glenda.

Reprinted by Anvil Publish-

ing, Inc.  6th printing in 2015.

(first printing 1997 by Via

Mare).  111p.  Softcover.

$26.50  (www.bookbook.com)

migrant families to the eateries

of Binondo, from market stalls

to gourmet restaurants, this

book is a journey into the cui-

sine of Chinese migrants who

made the Philippines home.

Part recipe book, part photo

essay, part ethnographic study,

these pages capture treasured

recipes and secret techniques

passed down from generation to

generation.  “… reminds us of

the power of great storytelling to

connect memory and imagina-

tion with appetite…a remark-

able story of Chinese Diaspora.”

Grace Young, author of  Stir

Frying to the Sky’s Edge.

The book offers an intro-

duction to Asia’s most com-

forting and pleasing cuisine.

For the very first time, the

taste of Philippine cuisine is

captured in a collection of

recipes echoing the diverse

gastronomic influences and

cooking traditions of the 7,100

islands which comprise the

Philippines.   The collection

leads you on a culinary jour-

ney through the different re-

gions of the country, from the

bustling city of Manila to ex-

otic Palawan as you encounter

the different iconic dishes.

The recipes in this cookbook

were collected to showcase the

best of the islands.

Kulinarya: a Guide-

book to Philippine Cuisine.

Expanded 2nd Edition.  Edited

by Michaela Fenix and pho-

tographed by Neal Oshima.

Anvil Publishing Inc.  Soft-

cover. 240p. $35.00

(www.bookbook.com)

Among the contributing

chefs are: Glenda Barretto,

Conrad Calalang, Myrna Segis-

mundo, Jessie Sincioco, Claude

Tayag and Margarita Fores,

who was recently rated as the

best female chef in Asia.  The

chefs have succeeded in captur-

ing the feel and essence of tra-

ditional Filipino cuisine through

this guidebook which has be-

come a staple of Filipino

kitchens.  This expanded second

edition has a more carefully

thought out selection of recipes

from the classical to the regional

dishes.  It includes some best

kept culinary secrets – a must

have for lovers of Filipino food.

m y  a n G K o n G ’ s *

noodles:  100+ recipes

f r o m  C h i n o y  f a m i l y

Kitchens. by Clinton Huang

Palanca and photographed by

Neal Oshima.  Recipe devel-

opment by Ginny Roces de

Guzman.  Revised edition.

Softcover.  $40 (www.book-

book.com)

In this groundbreaking

book, the authors take us into

the fascinating and unexplored

world of Chinese Filipino food

culture.  From the kitchens of

C

Three Cookbooks: Collectibles for
Aspiring Chefs
By Rose Churma
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BUSINESS PROFILE

J and L Papaya Farm:
17 Years of Passion for Papaya
Growing
By Dennis Galolo

Hawaii in 1991 with their eld-

est son—who was 3 years old

at the time—in tow. Several

months later, Erlinda was

hired as a preschool educa-

tional aid.

Jimmy began his career in

the papaya industry in 1982

as a picker for Diamond Head

Papaya Company in Keaau on

the Big Island. He also

worked part-time for several

private papaya growers doing

a variety of tasks. After three

years of learning how to

plant, fertilize, spray and pack

the produce, he struck out on

his own, determined to launch

his own successful papaya

farm. 

In 1999, Jimmy secured a

lease for several acres of land

for farming. He had always

wanted to be his own boss but

soon discovered the many re-

sponsibilities that come with

running your own small busi-

ness.  

Erlinda toiled faithfully

alongside her husband and

also worked as a preschool

aide to help make ends meet

during the difficult early years.

She continues to work a sec-

ond job as a part-time teacher

at Keaau Elementary. 

The entire family lends a

helping hand during harvest-

ing and packing days when

their papayas are shipped fresh

to open markets on Oahu,

Kauai, Maui, the Big Island

and Canada. 

The farm work is done by

sons Lordson and Jay R,

while only girl Lea and

youngest Jay Jay are in

charge of packing, grading,

sorting, paperwork and other

transactions. The family also

hires students on a part-time

basis on Sundays and after

school hours for packing. On

Sundays, the work starts after

church at about 11 am and

goes until 7 pm. On week-

days, they start working right

after school until about 6 pm

or 7 pm. 

A Labor of Love

Erlinda says growing pa-

payas is like taking care of

children. When planting pa-

paya, she starts with making

the seedlings. As they mature,

there is a lot of work to do, in-

cluding weeding around each

papaya plant, fertilizing and

cutting of leaves when the

plants are 6-8 months old. 

“Papayas start to give

fruits as early as 1 year old,”

Erlinda says. “From seedlings

until about 2 years, papaya

plants need tender love and

care. It’s just like caring for a

child.”

There are also papaya dis-

eases to deal with, along with

soaring costs for herbicides

and fertilizers. Erlinda says

that while papaya prices re-

main at the same levels they

were 10 years ago, prices for

fertilizer and herbicides have

since tripled. 

There are also challenges

beyond their control, such as

vandalism and the GMO de-

bate. 

Vandals struck the farm in

July 2011 and destroyed about

five acres worth of papaya

crops. The perpetrators re-

turned two years later in 2013

and cut down about 100 pa-

paya trees. Recovering from

the damage proved trying for

the family, who took out sev-

eral loans to cover costs. 

Although rewards were

offered, the offenders were

never caught. 

“We tried to stay positive

and never gave up,” says Er-

linda, who admits that the

family could not afford to in-

stall security cameras. “Every-

one worked harder, prayed

harder, tried to live simpler

and planted more acreage.”

The GMO Debate

In 2013, debate raged on

about the dangers of geneti-

cally-modified papaya and

other crops. Activists con-

tended that GMO crops pose a

risk to the public’s health and

ecosystem. After hearing the

contentious debate, the Big Is-

land County Council ulti-

mately passed a bill that

prohibits all new genetically-

altered crops but granted an

exemption for papaya farmers

like the Bernardos.  

They grow a variety called

the rainbow papaya which is

more resistant to viruses and

other diseases. The Bernardos

tried to grow a non-GMO pa-

paya which did not survive

due to a virus.

“We lost a lot,” Erlinda

says about their failed at-

tempts to harvest the non-

GMO papaya. “Our sales

decreased during the debate.

Customers also began asking

for labels, which added to the

overall expense.” 

As the farming industry

changes, so must the Bernar-

dos, who do their best to keep

up with the latest trends and

technology by attending work-

shops and training sessions on

the latest agricultural issues. 

The couple’s two older

sons have also ventured out

with their own papaya acres

but continue to lend a helping

hand. Their total annual gross

revenues vary from $250,000

to $300,000 depending on the

weather and forces beyond

their control. 

“Thank goodness there

was no huge calamity this

year,” Erlinda says. “It’s re-

ally hard to make a profit as a

papaya farmer but at least we

are able to pay our bills and

supplies that we need each

month.

“But we know we can

make it. Above all, we have

strong faith in each other as a

family and in the Lord who is

the center of our lives.”

he hours are

long and the

work is physi-

cally strenuous,

but for Big Is-

land papaya

farmers Jimmy and Erlinda

Bernardo, their passion for

growing and harvesting the

delicious tropical fruit makes

the effort well worthwhile. 

For the past 17 years, the

couple—owners of J and L Pa-

paya Farm—rises each day

well before the sun comes up

and doesn’t return home until

dark. Theirs is a small, family-

run business that has managed

to survive the ups-and-downs

of the economy as well as

Mother Nature. 

But why papaya? For

starters, papayas are a perfect

health fruit and an excellent

source of nutrients and vita-

mins. They originated in the

lowland tropics of South

America, but today can be

found growing wild every-

where in the tropics and sub-

tropics.

Papayas are also easy to

grow year-round especially in

a tropical climate like the Big

Island and can be exported for

consumption. Papayas are

fast-growing shade trees that

look really good too. 

Humble Beginnings

Jimmy and Erlinda are

originally from Ilocos Norte in

the Philippines. Jimmy was in

the Philippine Constabulary

Army for 14 years before

moving to Hawaii in 1982.

During a family vacation to

Ilocos several years later, he

met and fell in love with Er-

linda. 

Jimmy returned to Hawaii

but continued to court Erlinda

over the next 7 years, finally

marrying her in 1986. She

eventually joined him in

T

Jimmy Bernardo, owner of J & L Papaya Farm,  shown harvesting papayas from his farm in Keeau, Big
Island.
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

tator Ferdinand Marcos.

It really doesn’t matter if you ex-

perienced EDSA in the Philippines or

not.

If the Philippines is in your heart,

and in your blood, even an American

Filipino like me knows the scar Marcos

left on a community.

Marcos was the dividing line. You

were Pro-Marcos or you were Anti-

Marcos.

If you were from Ilocano parentage

like I was, then there was a generation

gap.

If you were American, it gave you a

slight bit of objectivity, but only slight.

Remember it Presidents, Reagan

and Bush loved Marcos. Who can for-

get how President George Herbert

Walker Bush once praised Marcos for

“adherence to democratic principles

and to the democratic processes”.

Oh yeah, remember the assassina-

tion of Sen. Benigno Aquino? 

I did not cover the EDSA revolu-

tion in 1986. But I covered the funeral

of Sen. Aquino and the amazing funeral

procession that drew nearly 1 million

people to the streets of Manila in1983.

“That was the precursor to People

Power,” Del Carmen told me. “It

spelled in big bold letters, there is noth-

ing this government can do to you and

would do it with impunity.”

It took another 3 years for EDSA.

And now 30 years later, for all that

Marcos did to the Philippines, he hasn’t

been obliterated from the national

memory.

For those under 30, they don’t need

to forget. Forgetting is built-in when

history is like Snapchat.

It’s the only way the Marcos name

can be as strong as ever. 

Maybe it’s Catholicism from Span-

ish Colonialism. Maybe it’s just the

Philippines doesn’t know better. 

You know, like Trump who wins

Nevada across all demographics and

proudly proclaims, “I love the poorly

educated.”

Is that politics in the Philippines? 

Recently, Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is

coming on strong as a viable vice-pres-

idential candidate. And no one is think-

ing, “Could this be the sequel?”

It’s an odd coincidence that the rise

comes as Benigno Aquino III exits, the

son of Cory, the ultimate beneficiary of

People Power. 

Not Noynoy’s Fault

In his tenure, he wasn’t even Cory

in yellow power drag.

Cory’s yellow garb made her a

symbol of a popular movement. But her

son has been a reminder that a genera-

tion didn’t achieve a lot of what people

had hoped their power would bring.

Aquino the son has proven to be an

affable if not inspirational leader:

Nonoy the serviceable, mild mannered

oligarch. 

He doesn’t invoke his mother’s rev-

olution. But maybe that’s the problem.

Even Cory didn’t invoke all the hopes

that people bestowed on her widow’s

revolution.

Thirty years later, the longtime re-

lationship with the U.S. military, de-

spite a brief period were the bases were

kicked out, is back, and maybe more

urgently than ever to protect the West

Philippine Sea.

The business district Makati is

more like modern contemporary Asian

than ever.

And yet poverty still seems as ram-

pant as ever. 

As good as the economy may be for

some, there is still Smokey Mountain,

that ultimate landmark in the Philip-

pines. 

Still smoking, and still open for

business, and these days, you can

google its phone number.

For me, Smokey Mountain is still a

powerful symbol to me.

No mountain, it’s a large landfill

where if memory serves, I saw people

work and live.

To me it’s the sign that nothing

much has changed in 30 years.

But from an American Filipino

point of view, this has changed.

At no time in 30 years has the term

oligarchy been mentioned more to de-

scribe… America.

In 30 years, the U.S. has such a

shrinking middle class, it’s actually a

lot more like the Philippines than ever. 

Inequality is a campaign issue be-

tween Hillary Clinton and Bernie

Sanders.

In the Philippines, inequality is still

a given. 

So when you have vinegar make

sinigang.

Filipinos who were fortunate to im-

migrate or leave, just seem happier

being Global Filipinos, and keeping the

Philippines in their heart but from a dis-

tance.

How to acquit one’s remorse

Ten million overseas Filipinos can’t

be wrong $24 billion times. 

Remit, remit, remit.

emil Guillermo is an award-winning

journalist and commentator who writes from

Northern California. He recently won the 2015

Dr. Suzanne Ahn Award for Civil Rights and

Social Justice from the Asian American Jour-

nalists Association.California.

(from page 3, 30 YEARS ...)
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LEGAL NOTES

By Reuben S. Seguritan

status, the petition must be ac-

companied with documentary

evidence of the nonimmigrant

status of the beneficiary

through September 30, 2016.

Work authorization for F-

1 students under Optional

Practical Training (OPT) who

have timely filed an H-1B pe-

tition and requested for

change of status shall be ex-

tended until September 30

when the petition is approved

or while the petition is pend-

ing. Students who completed

their OPT but are within valid

grace period will receive auto-

matic extension of their au-

thorized stay. However, they

will not be allowed to work

during the period.

If you have everything

and all necessary documenta-

tions, it is best to file the H-1B

petition on March 31 to be re-

ceived at the USCIS by

overnight mail delivery on

April 1.

reuBen s. seGuritan has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

he United States

Citizenship and

I m m i g r a t i o n

Services (USCIS)

will once again

open its doors to

H-1B cap applications and

considering that the applica-

tions for last fiscal year was

233,000, it is safe to assume

that it will exceed this figure

this year. 

Ultimately, the applica-

tions are expected to exceed

the quota which is at 65,000

for foreign workers in spe-

cialty occupations and 20,000

for graduates with advanced

degrees from the US. And if

the H-1B petitions go beyond

the cap, the USCIS will con-

duct a lottery to determine

which petitions will make it to

the cap. 

With that in mind, it is best

gree held by said worker and

whether that matches with

what is desired by the com-

pany. Sometimes it also looks

into whether the candidate’s

education and/or experience

are equivalent to a US bache-

lor’s degree.

Petitions not selected dur-

ing the lottery will be rejected.

The petition and the fee will

be returned except in cases of

multiple filings. Thus, it is ad-

visable not to file multiple pe-

titions for one H-1B worker

because that can result in the

denial of all petitions and the

fees paid will not be refunded.

Related employers such as

parent and subsidiary compa-

nies, however, are not pre-

cluded from filing petitions on

behalf of the same H-1B so

long as it is for different posi-

tions and based on legitimate

needs of the employers.

H-1B petitions may also be

accompanied with a request for

premium processing but this

will not increase the probability

of getting an H-1B number. It

will, however, be issued re-

T

to be prepared early to avoid

delays. US companies and

employers intending to hire

foreign workers must start

working on all the paper

works for the H-1B petitions

now to be ready for the April

1 filing. 

For instance, the approval

and certification of the labor

condition application (LCA)

with the Department of Labor

(DOL) in itself takes about

seven business days and that

should be considered in the

timeframe. In fact, it is recom-

mended that LCAs be pre-

pared and submitted to the

DOL as early as February.  

It is also best to be ready

with all necessary documenta-

tions because the USCIS will

issue a Request For Evidence

(RFE) if your petition is not

sufficient to grant said request.

When RFEs are issued, this

can delay the approval of the

petition sometimes way be-

yond the October 1 start day.

RFEs are often about the

position open for H-1B work-

ers, the qualifications and de-

ceipts faster than those under

regular processing and in case

the USCIS conducts a lottery,

petitions filed under premium

processing will know the re-

sults more quickly.

In preparing the H-1B pe-

tition, employers must indi-

cate their true intention

regarding the work site of the

H-1B worker. If the H-1B

worker will not work at their

headquarters but in a client

worksite, this fact must be

stated in the petition. Criminal

charges have been filed by the

Department of Homeland Se-

curity (DHS) against employ-

ers for stating anything other

than the truth.

An employer who intends

to assign the H-1B worker in

another work site on October

1 should state it in the petition

and the Labor Condition Ap-

plication (LCA) even if the

employer is still unable to

specify the worksite at this

time.

If the H-1B petition comes

with a request for change of

Prepare for H-1B Filing Now

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

W
ith the federal tax

filing deadline set

for April 18, 2016,

U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono and ad-

vocates urge Hawaii families to

utilize helpful tax credits, now

that such benefits have been

made permanent by Congress.

Representatives from the Tax-

payer Advocate Service, the

AARP Foundation Tax Aide

program and Catholic Charities

Hawaii joined Hirono in pro-

moting the tax benefits and free

tax services available to seniors

and low-income households.

Advocates are reminding

Hawaii families to check their

eligibility for the Earned In-

come Tax Credit (EITC) and

Child Tax Credit (CTC), which

were made permanent as part

of the U.S. Senate’s FY2016

omnibus package signed into

law in December 2015.

“As Hawaii families start

preparing their 2015 taxes, we

want to make sure that they are

taking advantage of every tax

credit they’ve earned, which

will reduce the amount of taxes

eligible families will have to

pay, or perhaps even provide a

tax refund,” says Hirono. “This

extra cash will allow families

to purchase more food, pay rent

or meet other basic needs. For

years I have supported expand-

ing the EITC and CTC and

making these tax benefits per-

manent.”

According to the Internal

Revenue Service (IRS), approx-

imately 108,000 households in

Hawaii claimed an average

EITC of more than $2,200 last

year. However, one out of every

five taxpayers who are eligible

for the EITC nationwide fail to

claim the credit.

“Last year, AARP Founda-

tion Tax Aide counselors helped

Hawaii taxpayers realize more

than $1 million in Earned In-

come Tax Credits and more than

$500,000 in Child Tax Credits,”

says AARP Hawaii State Direc-

tor Barbara Kim Stanton. “This

money made a significant differ-

ence in the lives of seniors and

their families. We urge taxpayers

to take advantage of the tax

credits they’re entitled to when

filing their returns.”

Individuals who received

an Advanced Premium Tax

Credit (APTC) for their health

insurance coverage in 2015 are

also reminded that they must

file a tax return to be eligible

for the credit again next year.

Free tax preparation help is

available for seniors and low-in-

come families through the IRS

and AARP Foundation Tax-

Aide program. To find Volunteer

Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

and Tax Counseling for Elderly

(TCE) sites call 1-888-227-

7669. VITA sites where Hawaii

residents can receive free help in

filing their taxes can be found at

https://www.irs.gov/Individu-

a l s / F r e e - Ta x - R e t u r n -

Preparation-for-You-by-Volun

teers.

Hirono Promotes Permanent Tax
Credits For Middle Class 
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TRAVEL & TOURISM

Sailing with a Thousand Fireflies

U E R T O

P R I N C E S A ,

Palawan —

Palawan has al-

ways been a

tropical travel

d e s t i n a t i o n

known for its pristine beaches

for diving, island hopping and

snorkeling. But did you know

that Palawan is also a perfect

place to have an intimate mo-

ment with nature's little crea-

tures, too?

Set along the banks of

Puerto Princesa's historic

Iwahig River, the Iwahig Fire-

fly Watching Tour, allows you

to revel in nature’s beauty, and

in particular, to witness the

display of flickering beetles

we call "fireflies" or "alitap-

tap."

Fireflies are winged bee-

tles known for their biolumi-

nescent characteristic. As

species that dwell in humid,

warm environments, fireflies

find Palawan a perfect habitat.

Fireflies, however, are super-

sensitive to their environment

as they can only thrive in

clean, natural places such as

wet, wooded areas.

Iwahig River, being under

the jurisdiction of Iwahig

Prison and Penal Farm is

among the least disturbed

river-estuary systems in

Puerto Princesa. With its

clean, estuarine ecosystems

that house a very diverse array

of wildlife such as talakitok,

lapulapu, shrimps, crabs and

even bioluminescent plank-

tons, fireflies find home in

some mangrove trees along

the river bank, making it one

around the area.

“Sobrang daming poten-

tial ng Iwahig river. Kailangan

lang talagang alagaan at 'wag

abusuhin. Ginagamit siya as

tourist attraction, but of course

we have to know our limita-

tions,” said Liezl Ogdamin of

the Provincial Tourism Office.

They also discourage boat-

men from using motorized

boats to avoid disturbing the

fireflies.

Aside from firefly watch-

ing tour at the Iwahig River,

kayaking and fishing are also

offered. Kayaking fee is P400

for two persons for an hour,

while fishing fee is P600 for

three persons for two hours.

The firefly watching tour

is a magical experience. The

river water so still, you could

see the stars reflected on it as

the crickets tickle your ears

with their every lovely sound.

There is just enough ambient

light from the distant city, giv-

ing the whole scene a more

mystical atmosphere.

*The tour, which is cur-

rently being promoted by the

tourism board of Puerto

Princesa is a joint project of

ABS-CBN foundation and  the

city government of Puerto

Princesa. (www.philstar.com)

of the city’s most sought after

tourist destinations.

To experience the extraor-

dinary tour, you have to travel

30 to 45 minutes from the city

center. There are a lot of travel

agencies that already include

the Iwahig firefly watching

tour in their itinerary package.

Just in case there's none, you

can always go with your group

via van or tricycle rental for a

cheap price.

Upon reaching the eco-

tourism and wildlife park, you

will be ushered in the registra-

tion area where you will have

to pay the P 600 fee (boat

rental for three persons). After

paying, each of you will be

given life vests for safety pur-

poses and will be given a short

orientation to inform you

about the do's and don'ts dur-

ing the tour.

The tour, which starts after

sunset, lets you experience ap-

proximately 30 to 45 minutes

of serene boat cruise along a

15 to 20 ft. deep brackish

water with 1 kilometer wide

stretch of the mangrove

perimeter.  The river is actu-

ally around 7 kilometers long,

but  for the tourists safety, the

trip is cut short.

At the sight, the boat-

man/guide will discuss with

you a lot of interesting scien-

tific facts about the fireflies,

including the environment

they are living in.

In an exclusive tour in

Iwahig River, with some

members of the press on Feb-

ruary 16, our boatman and

tour guide, Jonathan, said fire-

flies produce a "light" in the

abdomen. It is sometimes re-

ferred to as "cold light" be-

cause it has no ultraviolet

frequencies. "Yung pagbblink

nila, parang pag inhale, exhale

ng tao. Depende din sa

paghinga nila yung pagblink

ng ilaw sa tyan nila," he said.

Male fireflies also light up

to signal their desire for mates,

sometimes they do this as de-

fense mechanism.

At Iwahig river,  fireflies

are almost every day present

so you won't have to worry

about not getting what was

promised by the tour.

Jonathan also mentioned that

during peak seasons they can

accommodate until 2:00 a.m.

"Dito sa Iwahig, madalas

mo sila makita dahil nga sa

temperature ng environment.

'Yung mga fireflies dito nasa

mangroves sila, do'n sila ku-

mukuha ng pollen and nectar

na kinakain nila," he ex-

plained.

Flash photography is not

allowed during the tour, so do

not expect to get good photos

from the trip. The idea is to

immerse yourself with nature.

The only light that will guide

you during the trip is the

moonlight reflected on the

river and the red flashlight car-

ried by your boatman. The red

light is occasionally flashed on

the area where fireflies flock.

The red light will compel the

fireflies to light up on a syn-

chronous manner.

Iwahig River’s potential

Thousands of grain-sized

fireflies live in abundance

among the mangroves along

the banks of the Iwahig River.

To keep the colony flourish-

ing, the city government of

Puerto Princesa puts in effort

to keep the river clean by not

allowing building of houses

P

By Alixandra Caole Vila

Set along the banks of Puerto Princesa's historic Iwahig River, the
Iwahig Firefly Watching Tour, allows you to revel in nature’s  beauty,
and in particular, to witness the display of flickering beetles we call
"fireflies" or "alitaptap." iwahig firefly tour photo

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Maui to Celebrate Filipino
Film Fest, Gintong Pamana
Awards Banquet

S
everal upcoming events are sure to pique the interest of

Maui’s Filipino community. The first is the “Maui Fil-

ipino Film Fest! Celebrating Flores De Mayo” with

renowned artist Phil Sabado, scheduled for May 26, 2016 from

9 am to 12 noon at the Kaunoa Senior Center.

Sabado will discuss his work, along with the works of Fil-

ipino artists Carlos Botong Francisco and Ben Cabrera. Sabado

will also share his unique perspective on Hawaiian artwork, his-

tory, and Hawaiian and Philippine mythology. Attendees must

be over 55 years of age and will have a choice of the presenta-

tion only for $3 or the presentation and a Filipino meal for $10,

payable by May 12, 2016. To sign up, please call Kathy Ramos

at (808) 270-7308.

The second event is the Maui Filipino Chamber of Com-

merce’s Gintong Pamana Leadership & Scholarship Awards,

scheduled for June 16th, 2016 at the Maui Beach Hotel begin-

ning at 5:30 pm. For more details on the awards, please contact

the Maui Filipino Chamber of Commerce at (808) 291-9407.

By Christine Sabado
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ave tourists

ever asked you

to take a photo

of them by one

of Rizal’s

busts or stat-

ues like they

would by the statue of King

Kamehameha the Great?

He lived only 32 years but

is still the most influential

among the most traveled Fil-

ipinos to date. His writings

overflow with empowering

relevance. They could and

should still inspire today’s call

for social change.

To remind our multi-ethnic

community of his heroism, the

Knights of Rizal Hawaii Chap-

ter and the Philippine Con-

sulate lead annual

commemorative events on his

birthday (June 19) and his day

of execution (December 30). In

the latest of these community

events, Philippine Consul Gen-

eral Gina Jamoralin reflected

on Rizal’s ideals and activities,

be guided by the thought of

another is like a beast led by a

halter.”

Caring and moving for-

ward together are felt in: “A

man who loves must first help

his fellowmen because he who

refuses protection will himself

without it.  The isolated rib of

the buri palm is easily broken

but the separate pals are bound

together are strengthened and

become effective.”

Rizal also weighed in on

religion in:“Consider the kind

of religion that friars are teach-

ing you.  Is it the will of God

or according to the teaching of

Christ the poor be assisted and

those suffering be alleviated.

Dr. Aquino compared

Rizal is like his contemporary,

Mahatma Gandhi. Rizal was

the more prolific writer of the

two, while Gandhi lived until

he was 79 years old and in-

spired the world with his non-

violent form of civil

disobedience in achieving

freedom and justice.

Promoting Rizal’s Relevance
KAPARIZ (Kabataang

Pangarapni Rizal or a Rizalian

Youth Council in Hawaii) will

be presenting MAD (Music,

Art, and Dance) Fest Compe-

tition at the Filipino Commu-

nity Center  on March 27,

2016. The group recently

evolved out of Knights of

Rizal Hawaii Chapter activi-

ties. More information is

available at: http://rizaliany-

outhcouncilhawaii.weebly.co

m/mad-fest.html

while University of Hawaii

Emeritus Professor Belinda

Aquino revisited Rizal’s lesser

known writing “Letter to the

Women of Malolos.”

Relevant Ideals
Consul General Jamoralin

began with her favorite Rizal

quote:

“It is a useless life that is

not consecrated to a great

ideal. It is like a stone wasted

on the field without becoming

a part of any edifice.” 

The line is expressed by

Simon, the protagonist in El

Filibusterismo, to the young

Basilioas as they discussed the

latter’s dreams. Simply put,

Rizal thought highly of people

who lived for worthwhile

causes and who were driven to

excellence.

In her public remarks, Dr.

Jamoralin posed questions that

were clearly hypothetical and

meant to get listeners to imag-

ine a 21st century Jose Rizal.

“Could Rizal have written

his masterpieces (“Noli Me

Tangere” and “El Filibuster-

ismo”) if bombarded by

emails, cell phones, Twitter

and Facebook posts?” she

asked?

She allowed her listeners

to reflect on those thoughts

while commenting on Rizal’s

actual life.

“By focusing his life on

the essentials, not wasting his

time and talent on the frivo-

lous, he studied well, read vo-

raciously, wrote hard and long

without food at times, trav-

elled extensively, met new-

people, and observed well.

José Rizal gifted the Filipino

people with his works, espe-

cially his masterpieces, the

Noli Me Tangere and El Fili-

busterismo, which showed the

greatness in the Filipino. He

broke the stereotype etched in

the minds of the Spanish col-

onizers that we were ignorant,

indolent and subservient,” she

says.

Relevant Thoughts
In choosing Rizal’s Letter

to the Women of Malolos, Pro-

fessor Aquino drew attention

to women’s activism in 19th

century Philippines and men’s

support for such.

The “Letter to the Women

of Malolos” was written in

Tagalog on February 17, 1889.

Rizal wrote it upon the request

of Marcelo Del Pilar, his fel-

low activist in Spain. 

Based on accounts, 20

young women petitioned the

highest authority in the Philip-

pines at that time, the Gover-

nor-General, for the

establishment of a night

school where they could learn

the Spanish language. The

friar, who controlled religious

and secular order at the local

town level, opposed the peti-

tion. 

The specifics of the strug-

gle may be unique but the

story of overcoming road-

blocks reminds me of present-

day fights for school

improvements and struggles

for social change. 

In her remarks, Dr.

Aquino, highlighted the let-

ter’s seven talking points that

reveal a Rizal who wanted

women to be assertive and in-

dependent thinkers.

Translated in English, the

points have become quotable

quotes of today.  For example:

On asserting one’s ground,

Rizal wrote: “Tyranny is pos-

sible only through cowardice

and negligence on the part of

others. “ 

Reminding of the need to

think for one’s self, he said:

“Ignorance is servitude be-

cause as man thinks, so he is;

a man who does not think for

himself and allows himself to

H

Island Musings on josé Rizal

By Carolyn W. Hildebrand

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Philippine Pavilion Wows Crowd at
Israel’s International Tourism 

T
he Philippine pavilion at

the annual International

Mediterranean Tourism

Market (IMTM) instantly stood

out as a crowd winner during

the fair’s 22nd edition, which

was recently held at the Tel Aviv

Convention Center.

The panoramic views of

destinations adorning the pavil-

ion, beautiful and upbeat

videos, rich taste of Filipino

delicacies, and the variety of

song and dance performances,

including flair bartending, at-

tracted hundreds of visitors and

showed them that, truly, “It’s

More Fun in the Philippines.”

The Philippine pavilion was

formally opened by Department

of Tourism (DOT) Undersecre-

tary for Tourism Development

Benito C. Bengzon, Jr., who led

the first DOT delegation to the

IMTM, and Philippine Ambas-

sador to Israel Neal Imperial.

Joining them were other DOT

officials and partner travel agen-

cies from the Philippines such

as Annset Holidays, Inc., Fly-

east Philippines, Intas Destina-

tion Management, Inc., Maman

Aviation, Ltd., and Travel Ex-

perts, Inc.

Israeli Tourism Minister

Yariv Gideon Levin also vis-

ited the Philippine pavilion

during the first day of the travel

fair and was delighted to watch

the “Tinikling” performed by

members of the Filipino com-

munity in Israel.

DOT officials also held a

Country Presentation on the

second day of the fair.  Around

50 travel and tour agencies, in-

cluding business organizations,

attended the event.  Through

videos, photos, and cultural

performances, DOT officials

showed why the Philippines is

the next best destination for Is-

raelis in Asia.

This is the fourth time that

the Philippines has participated

in the IMTM. Previous partici-

pations were done through

partnership between the Philip-

pine Embassy and the Israel-

Philippines Tourism Chamber.

However, this is the first time

that a Philippine pavilion was

organized and led by DOT

which has made Israel as one

of its priority markets.

In an interview with the Is-

raeli media, Undersecretary

Bengzon said: “We are trying to

position the Philippines as one

of the newest, most exciting,

and most fun destination in

Asia.  Last year we had about

12,000 tourists from Israel and

we grew by about 34 or 35 per-

cent. (www.asianjournal.com)
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Philippine Restaurant Makes it to 'Asia's 50 Best
Restaurants'

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - Asia's 50

best restaurants

have been named on Monday,

and Philippines' Gallery Vask

ranked 39 on their list.

Located on the fifth floor

of Clipp Centerin BGC, the

restaurant which offers modern

Spanish cuisine with a Filipino

twist is the only restaurant from

the Philippines which made it

to the cut.

Gallery Vask, through their

social media page announced

the good news.

Gallery Vask, as described

by the group, is a restaurant

that sees the marriage of art and

food.

"Gallery Vask is set in a

constantly evolving art space

inspired by people, nature,

memories, textures, techniques,

travels and history. The exclu-

by Alixandra Caole Vila
Tuesday,March 1, 2016

sive dining area seats 20 people

and showcases Filipino art cu-

rated by architect and artist

Juan Carlo Calma, alongside

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines —  Eleven

Filipinos are tagged

anew on the recently released

Forbes magazine’s annual bil-

lionaires list.

Mall and real estate mag-

nate Henry Sy, 91, and his

family remain the richest in

the Philippines. Sy is the high-

est-ranking Filipino in the

Forbes' dollar billionaires club

this year as he jumped from

rank 73 to 71.

Although Sy's rank went

higher globally, his net worth

dropped from $14.8 billion

last year to only $13.3 billion

this year.

Sy was followed by JG

Summit Holdings' John

Gokongwei Jr. ranking 270 in

the world with wealth of $5.1

billion. On the other hand,

Philippine Airlines and Asia

Brewery's Lucio Tan and fam-

ily were named the third on

the 380th spot with their $4.4

billion.

The Forbes list singled out

the wealthiest individuals

from at least 67 countries.

The 11 Filipino billion-

aires who made it to the list

were dominated by United

States-based businessmen.

Topping the list are Microsoft

founder Bill Gates with $75.8

billion and Facebook's Mark

Zuckerberg who placed sixth

with his $46.7 billion.

Nineteen-year-old Alexan-

dra Andersen from Oslo, Nor-

way was named the youngest

world billionaire with $1.2 bil-

lion from her investments

while 100-year-old David

Rockefeller Sr. is the oldest

billionaire in the link ranked

569 with $3 billion from assets

in the oil and banking indus-

try.

The 11 Filipinos who

landed on the Forbes' list and

their net worth in dollars and

source of wealth are indicated

in the attached chart.

The Filipino billionaires

have a combined fortune of

$42.75 billion or P2,021.65

trillion—a trillion short than

the Philippine government’s

P3.002 trillion national budget

for 2016. (www.philstar.com)

Xxxxxx

the food of chef Jose Luis

‘Chele’ González," it said on

the description.

Among the standout dishes

you can order in the restaurant

are Tiradito of raw tuna loin,

kinilaw gel with coconut milk,

calamansi and tabon-tabon.

Hundreds of experts made

the decision on which restau-

rants should be included on the

list. Here's the link to the com-

plete list.

Filipina chef and restaura-

teur Margarita “Gaita”

Araneta-Forés on Tuesday af-

ternoon was also named by the

award-giving group as Asia’s

best female chef in 2016.

(www.philstar.com)

11 Filipinos Return to Forbes 2016 World Billionaire List
by Rosette Adel
Wednesday, March 2, 2016

China Takes Philippine Atoll

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines – The Chinese

have taken over an-

other traditional Filipino fish-

ing ground near Palawan where

they have stationed up to five

ships to keep local fishermen at

bay, sources said.

Now effectively under Chi-

nese control is Quirino or Jack-

son Atoll, which has been a

rich source of catch for a long

time for fishermen from

Palawan, Southern Luzon,

Western Visayas and even

Manila.

Gray and white Chinese

vessels have not left the atoll,

which Filipino fishermen also

call Jackson Five, because of

the existence of five lagoons in

the area.

The Chinese are claiming

almost the entire South China

Sea, including the West Philip-

by Jaime Laude
Wednesday,March 2, 2016

(continued on page 19)

Image from google Maps shows the location of Quirino (Jackson)
atoll, a ring-shaped coral reef 140 nautical miles west of Palawan.
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TECHNOLOGY FOR DAILY LIVING

Lowering Vehicle Fuel Costs

(continued on page <None>)

bout two-thirds

of Oahu restau-

rants have their

used cooking

oil collected by

private compa-

nies such as Pa-

cific Biodiesel, which turns the

grease into fuel for vehicles.

The other one-third is collected

by a vendor that sells it to com-

panies that use it for pet food

and ladies’ cosmetics.   Turtle

Bay Resort on the North Shore

gives Brigham Young Univer-

sity - Laie its used cooking oil

to make biodiesel for BYU ve-

hicles.  Nice community col-

laboration. 

The city of Hoover, Ala-

bama had similar idea, but took

a different approach.  Its Fleet

Management Department col-

lects the used restaurant and

household grease and converts

it to gas for city cars.  Restau-

rant oil is collected on site,

while residential oil is collected

at central locations around the

city.  Preventing household oil

from being disposed down the

drain greatly reduces the inci-

dence of sewer calls that used

to run the city $1500-$2500

when the grease gelled in the

sewer lines.  It also prevents the

grease from going into dump-

sters which increased the risk

of garbage fires, or into peo-

ple’s yards, which wasn’t good

for the environment, either.

More than 35,000 gallons of

used cooking oil is processed

each year, giving the city a

budget-friendly source of gas

for city fleet at a cost of 75

cents per gallon.  Over in Cali-

fornia, the fleets of Santa Cruz

City and Santa Cruz County

are run on biodiesel made from

restaurant grease.

Up north in Kalamazoo,

Michigan, the grease is sent to

the city’s wastewater reclama-

tion plant.  West Michigan

University faculty assisted the

city with constructing a

biodiesel production facility at

the sewage treatment site.  The

goal was to divert grease from

entering the sewer system, to

prevent costly and inconven-

ient sewer work.  The city

budget saves two ways:  sewer

wrecker fats are prevented

from entering the system, and

the city’s bus fleet runs on the

cheaper, cleaner biodiesel pro-

duced from the grease.  

Wood Chips
Hoover’s police cars run

on fuel made from cut tree

limbs, branches, and trunks,

gathered during routine land-

scape maintenance.  The wood

is chipped then converted into

ethanol through gasification.

About 350,000 gallons of fuel

per year is produced from this

diverted organic rubbish,

which goes into the city’s fleet

of 163 ethanol-powered cars

and 160 biodiesel-powered ve-

hicles.  The police reported one

other benefit besides the

cheaper gas.  Driving on clean

fuel resulted in lower mainte-

nance costs, making it even

more budget friendly to make

gas out of wood that would

otherwise be sent to the city

dump.

Food Throw-aways
Sacramento’s trash collec-

tors run on the newest technol-

ogy for budget-conscious

municipal governments --

garbage trucks that run on the

trash it picks up.  CleanWorld

and Atlas Disposal Industries

developed the Biodigester.

Food waste from supermarkets,

food processing companies,

residences, and restaurants is

hauled to a biogas production

facility.  Using anaerobic diges-

tion technology, the thrown-

away food is broken down to

produce biogas, which is sepa-

rated and refined to make the

equivalent of natural gas.  A

small part of the gas powers the

facility, and most of it is stored

as compressed natural gas

(CNG) in tanks and distributed

to a public access refueling sta-

tion for public and private

fleets. In Sacramento, Califor-

nia, 100 tons of food waste a

day is turned into the equiva-

lent of over 700,000 gallons of

diesel.  The solid leftovers of

the processing are high-grade

compost and soil amendment,

which helps farms and land-

scapes.  

The benefits to the city

government make it a keeper:

diverting almost 40,000 tons

of food garbage from landfills

each year – production of

700,000 diesel gallon equiva-

A

MAINLAND NEWS

T
he Filipino Veterans

Recognition and Edu-

cation Project (FilVe-

tREP) coordinated a series of

national actions which culmi-

nated on February 18, 2016 to

coincide with the 70th an-

niversary of the passage of the

Rescission Acts of 1946 that

first revoked veterans status

for Filipino soldiers who

fought in WWII. 

The Filipino community

has been mobilized nation-

wide to secure passage of the

Filipino World War II Veter-

ans Congressional Gold

Medal, a bill currently pend-

ing in Congress. Senate Bill

1555 and House Bill 2737

seek to recognize more than

260,000 Filipino and Filipino

American soldiers who

fought under the American

flag against Japan during

World War II.

“America’s Filipino vet-

erans have proven their

honor, courage under fire,

selfless sacrifice and loyalty

to the U.S., having fought in

over four years of combat

during World War II,” says

FilVetREP Chairman Maj.

Gen. Antonio Taguba (Ret).

“They are the last minority

veterans group of World War

II that has yet to be recog-

nized by Congress. They are

highly deserving of this honor

and we urge immediate pas-

sage of this bill.”

On February 18, Filipino-

Americans in Las Vegas, Ne-

vada honored six surviving

Filipino veterans at a commu-

nity event. U.S. Rep. Dina

Titus (D-NV) and U.S. Rep.

Joe Heck (R-NV), co-pre-

sented certificates of recogni-

tion to the veterans. 

“These veterans are ailing

and aging, mostly in their

90s, with only a few years to

live,” says Amie Belmonte,

Regional Chair of the Na-

tional Federation of Filipino

American Associations (NaF-

FAA). “Awarding them the

Congressional Gold Medal

will ensure that their story of

uncommon valor will not be

forgotten.”

Their story is documented

in a short film and accompa-

nying Public Service An-

nouncement version presented

by FilVetREP and narrated by

Hollywood actor Joe Man-

tegna. “Filipino World War II

Veterans: Duty to Country”

tells the compelling and coura-

geous story of Filipino sol-

diers from the U.S. and the

Philippines. Both versions are

available on the FilVetREP

web site at: http://www.fil-

vetsrecognition.org.

Nationwide Events Mark 70th
Anniversary of Rescission Acts

(continued on page 18)
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MAINLAND NEWS

T
wenty-two Asian

American and Pacific

Islander (AAPI) organ-

izations joined Asian Ameri-

cans Advancing Justice

(AAJC) in an open letter to

U.S. Senate Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell   urging

members of the Senate Judici-

ary Committee to fulfill their

constitutional obligations in the

judicial nomination process. 

The letter comes in re-

sponse to a declaration by

Committee Chairman U.S.

Sen. Chuck Grassley and other

Republican members of the

Senate Judiciary Committee

that they will not hold hear-

ings on any nomination made

by President Obama for the

Supreme Court.

AAJC President and Ex-

ecutive Director Mee Moua

says her organization is out-

raged by Senate Republicans’

refusal to hold confirmation

hearings or vote on a Supreme

Court nominee, calling it “po-

litical gamesmanship and dis-

regard of constitutional duty”

“The court this term will

hear important issues that will

deeply impact AAPI communi-

ties,” she says. “To prolong a

vacancy on the highest court in

our nation for nearly two full

court terms is unconscionable

and undermines the guarantee

of access to justice owed to

people of this country.”

AAJC works to empower

AAPI communities across the

country by bringing local and

national constituencies to-

gether, advocating for federal

policy that reflects the needs

of Asian Americans, and em-

powering Asian Americans to

be able to fully participate in

our democracy.
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lents – revenue of more $1.1

million annually.  The total

cost for the system was $12

million for a digester, biogas

refiner, refueling station, con-

struction.  Local banks and

Synergex provided additional

funding.

New Drive System
Parker Hannifin is a com-

pany that found that mad sci-

entists enjoy being both

creative and competitive.  One

of the brainstorm ideas their

researchers came up with was

a garbage truck that ran on the

trash it collected, turning trash

trucks into hybrids.  The com-

pany combined this technol-

ogy with a hydraulic braking

system.  FedEx and UPS al-

ready has the technology on

the road, shaving operation

costs off their budgets, thereby

increasing profits.  The com-

pany projects that by 2020, its

hydraulic hybrid trash truck

will rake in $200 million a

year in sales.  Earlier models

reduced fuel costs by 20% for

sanitation trucks, city buses,

and delivery vans.  More than

100 are already picking up

garbage across the country.

Last year, new trucks began

operating in Orlando, Florida;

New Braunfels, Texas; Marin

County, California; Tacoma,

Washington; Oberlin, Ohio;

and Loveland, Colorado.  The

hydraulic drive system re-

duces brake wear, which also

reduces maintenance costs.

The RunWise Advanced Se-

ries Hybrid Drive System uses

natural gas for fuel, making

garbage trucks environmen-

tally clean for air emission as

well as less noisy.  

These are just a few of the

ways that city and county gov-

ernments across our country

are reducing their operating

budgets by diverting waste

from landfills.  We hope that

the success stories from else-

where can also encourage our

county officials to explore

these solutions to the common

issues municipal governments

face.
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AAPI Groups Urge Senate to Hold Hearings On Supreme
Court Nominee

M
ANILA, Phil ip-

pines — United

States (US) De-

fense Secretary Ashton Carter

on Tuesday stressed that China

should not pursue militariza-

tion in the disputed South

China Sea as it would result in

conflict among claimant

states.

"China must not pursue

militarization in the South

China Sea. Specific actions

will have specific conse-

quences," Carter said in a

speech before the Common-

wealth Club in San Francisco,

California.

Carter recalled that Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping ear-

lier said that his country will

not militarize the disputed sea

despite its reclamation activi-

ties in the area.

The US Defense Secretary

noted that almost 30 percent of

the world's maritime trade

passes by the South China Sea

annually.

"That's why the United

States joins virtually every na-

tion in the region in being

deeply concerned about the ar-

tificial island construction and

militarization in the South

China Sea, including steps, es-

pecially by China, as it has

taken most recently, by plac-

ing anti-access systems and

military aircraft on a disputed

island," Carter said.

Carter, however, clarified

that the US is not holding back

or pushing any country down

in its freedom of navigation ac-

tivities in the region.

"The United States wants

every nation to have the oppor-

tunity to rise and that includes

China. We welcome its rise and

its inclusion in this architec-

ture. But we don’t welcome ag-

gressive behavior," the US

Defense chief said.

Carter said that the US will

continue to provide defense

systems to their allies and assist

them in advancing maritime se-

curity, particularly in the Asia-

Pacific region.

Foreign ministers of

Southeast Asian countries have

recently voiced out their con-

cern over the recent develop-

ments in the South China Sea.

This follows reports that

Beijing has deployed surface-

to-air missiles at Woody Island

in the Paracel chain. It has also

been reported that China has

been building radar systems in

some of the reefs in the Spratly

Group of Islands.

The Chinese have also re-

portedly taken over Quirino

atoll, a traditional Filipino fish-

ing ground near Palawan, and

have been keeping local fisher-

men at bay. (www.philstar.com)

Pentagon Chief Says China Actions Will Have
Consequences'

U.S. Defense
Secretary Ash
carter speaks at
the common-
wealth club in
San Francisco,
Tuesday, March
1, 2016. AP/Jeff chiu
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CLASSIFIED ADSCOMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ALLIANCE OF RESIDENTIAL CARE ADMINISTRATORS
15TH BIENNIAL INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS GALA
NIGHT | March 5, 2016 | 6:00 - 11:00 PM | DERUSSy

BALLROOM, HALE KOA HOTEL | Contact: Ramon Sumibcay

@ 489-7148

HELPING HANDS HAWAII  11TH ANNuAL
FuNDRAISING DINNER | March 10, 2016 | 5:30 PM | TAPA

BALLROOM HILTON HAWAIIAN vILLAgE, cocktails & Live

Hawaiian Music at 5:30 PM ; Dinner & Program at 6:30 pm;

RSvP by February 29, 2016 | For more information, contact Jan

H a r a d a ,  P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O  a t  4 4 0 - 3 8 2 0  o r  a t

jharada@helpinghandshawaii.org

SARILING GAWA YOuTH COuNCIL'S 36TH ANNuAL
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE CAMP | March 19-21, 2016

| yMcA cAMP ERDMAN IN MOKULEIA FOR HIgH ScHOOL

AND cOLLEgE STUDENTS; cOST: $140.00 per person |

Contact Rouel Velasco, rouel.velasco@sarilinggawa.org/218-

BIG ISLAND COOK POSITION
Must  know Pork Adobo. Will train the rest.
great pay / benefits.
Apply @ Paradise Pizza,
Waikoloa Beach Resort. 

FRuIT/VEGETABLE CuTTER (FT/PT)
Paid vacation+Overtime Possible
Super Foods, Inc.
3209 Ualena St., 834-1541

jANITORS PART TIME |TOWN | DAYS $8 HR
Full time utility esp strip/wax floors, clean
carpets,windows
6AM-2:30 PM or 7PM-3AM | $9- $11 hr
Dr Lic & US citizen helpful but not needed
call 8451955| 9-4PM M-F

ADVERTISE NOW AND SEE HOW 
THE FACE OF BUSINESS IS CHANGING!

No matter how small your ad, 
it gets our readers attention!

CALL 678-8930 OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE @

www.thefilipinochronicle.com

DRIVER & PROCESSION
ROOM WORKER

■    Clean abstract required for driver.

■    Competitive pay, medical, dental, vision, &

    401k

■    profit sharing benefits.

Application hours:

10am-3pm, Mon-Fri

Apply in person at:

KOHA FOODS

500 Alakawa St. #104

Honolulu, HI 96817

0833 for more information.

ANNuAL TERNO BALL,  HAWAII  FILIPINO
WOMEN'S CLuB (HFWC) | April 30, 2016 | 6:00 PM | ALA

MOANA HOTEL, HIBIScUS BALLROOM | Contact Nelly

Pongco Liu @ 228-7808 or Carlota Ader @ 688-3215

FILIPINO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF HAWAII
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS | July 16, 2016 | 6:00 PM |

TAPA BALLROOM, HILTON HAWAIIAN vILLAgE | Contact:

Bernadette Fajardo @ 342-0890

SANTANIANS ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII-uSA
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF
DIRECTORS | July 16, 2016 | 6:00 - 11:00 PM | HIBIScUS

BALLROOM, ALA MOANA HOTE | Contact:  Dr. Julius Soria

(722-9958); Amy Quides (255-6380); Aurora Garcia (722-3150)

or email santaniansofhiusa@gmail.com

MAINLAND NEWS

A
n updated study by the In-

stitute on Taxation and

Economic Policy (ITEP)

found that undocumented immi-

grants who reside in California col-

lectively paid almost $3.2 billion in

state and local taxes in 2013.

The nationwide analysis re-

leased on Wednesday, Feb. 24, en-

titled Undocumented Immigrants’

State and Local Tax Contributions,

concluded that the Obama admin-

istration’s executive actions (in-

cluding the expansion of Deferred

Action for Childhood Arrivals,

DACA) would increase state and

local tax contributions in California

by at least $184 million.

An even more substantial in-

crease of $450 million is projected

under comprehensive immigration

reform granting all undocumented

immigrants lawful permanent resi-

dence, reported ITEP and the Cali-

fornia #Health4All Initiative.

“Regardless of the politically

contentious nature of immigration

reform, the data show undocu-

mented immigrants greatly con-

tribute to our nation’s economy, not

just in labor but also with tax dol-

lars,” said ITEP State Tax Policy

Director Meg Wiehe in a statement.

Nationwide, undocumented

immigrants contribute more than

$11.6 billion to state and local cof-

fers each year, and pay an average

of 8 percent of their total incomes

in state and local taxes. (The top 1

percent of taxpayers nationwide

pay an average effective tax rate of

just 5.4 percent.)

The analysis also found that

combined state and local tax con-

tributions of the nation’s total un-

documented immigrant population

(around 11 million) would increase

by more than $800 million, under

full implementation of President

Barack Obama’s 2012 and 2014

executive actions to grant tempo-

rary protection for up to 5 million

(1.52 million in California) eligible

undocumented immigrants living

in the US.

Under comprehensive immi-

gration reform, these contributions

are estimated to rise to over $2.1

billion.

“With immigration policy play-

ing a key role in state and national

debates, and President Obama’s

2014 executive action [on immigra-

tion] facing review by the Supreme

Court, accurate information about

the tax contributions of undocu-

mented immigrants is needed now

more than ever,” Wiehe added.

While the report focuses on the

financial and economic conse-

quences of immigration reform on

state and local-level taxes, ITEP re-

ported, the results mirror those at

the federal level. According to a

2010 report from the Congressional

Budget Office, full immigration re-

form at the federal level would de-

crease the deficit and generate

more than $450 billion in addi-

tional federal revenue over the next

decade.

Obama’s executive actions are

also estimated to have overall pos-

itive effects on labor market

growth, productivity, wages, and

economic growth, said the Council

of Economic Advisers and the Cen-

ter of American Progress.

(www.asianjournal.com)

Study: Undocumented Californians Paid
$3.2B in State and Local Taxes 

pine Sea. Manila is contesting

Beijing’s claim before an inter-

national arbitral court based in

The Hague.

Filipino fishermen

lamented the Chinese vessels

would not allow them to come

near or linger in the Quirino

Atoll.

The area is between the

Philippine-occupied Lawak Is-

land and the Chinese-occupied

Panganiban (Mischief) Reef.

Fishermen from Mindoro

Occidental who asked not to be

named said Chinese boats

chased them away when they

tried to enter the area last week.

“These gray and white

Chinese ships, around four of

them inside the lagoon, pre-

vented us from entering our tra-

ditional fishing ground,” one of

the fishermen said.

Kalayaan Mayor Eugenio

Bito-onon Jr. said the Chinese

ships have been staying in

Quirino Atoll for more than a

month now. “They have many

ships there,” he said, without

elaborating.

Philippine air patrol has

confirmed the presence of at

least four Chinese coast guard

ships in the Jackson lagoons.

A Palawan-based fishing

operator said the Chinese

began deploying ships to

Quirino Atoll after a Manila-

based fishing carrier boat ran

aground in the area due to bad

weather.

The fishing operator said

his boats have since been

avoiding the area due to the

menacing presence of presum-

ably armed Chinese ships. “We

can’t enter the area anymore,”

he bewailed.

Early last month, Chinese

gray and white ships – presum-

ably naval and maritime sur-

veillance vessels – harassed

Philippine Navy logistic ship

BRP Laguna near Hasa-Hasa

(Half Moon) Shoal, another

Filipino fishing ground in the

West Philippine Sea just 60

nautical miles from the south-

ern tip of Palawan.

In 2012, the Chinese took

control of Panatag (Scarbor-

ough) Shoal after a brief stand-

off with a Philippine Navy

vessel whose crew had tried to

arrest Chinese poachers.

Outnumbered and out-

gunned by the Chinese, the Fil-

ipinos were forced to release

the poachers along with their il-

legal cargo of live baby sharks,

giant clams and endangered

corals. The Chinese have never

left the shoal since then.

(www.philstar.com)

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Entry Position

JOB REQUIREMENTS:

       ilocano/eng. speaking; farming experience; Knowledge of plants ; 
          experienced with some power tools; Quality conscious ; team Player
BENEFITS:

      medical/dental/Vision HmSA coverage - fully paid
         Paid Holidays (15), Vacation Pay, and Sick Pay
         Annual raises and Annual Bonus
cOMPENSATION:

      Start $11 - $12/hr; opportunity for advancement

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
Experienced Professional

JOB REQUIREMENTS:

         ilocano/english speaking; irrigation repair & controller Knowledge; 
         commercial/industrial experience; Knowledge of Herbicides;
         Pesticides, and fertilizers; Knowledge of plants; experienced with 
         tools, equipment & machines; team Player; Quality conscious;
         industry references; Valid drivers license
BENEFITS:

         medical/dental/Vision HmSA coverage - fully paid
         Paid Holidays (15), Vacation Pay, and Sick Pay
         Annual raises and Annual Bonus
cOMPENSATION:

         Start $14 - $16/hour depending on industry knowledge,
         experience, & capabilities

CALL 721-6520

HELP WANTED
Full time & Permanent

PHILIPPINE NEWS (from page 16, CHINA........)
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