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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIAL

or undocumented immigrants

who came into the country as

children (otherwise known as

Dreamers), the Deferred Action

for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

program has been their saving

grace that enables them the legal right to stay

and work in the United States temporarily. 

For our cover story this issue, associate editor Edwin Quinabo

writes about President Donald Trump’s current position on DACA

that could affect about a million undocumented immigrants. He

also interviews local civil and immigrant rights advocates who

share their opinions on Dreamers and the hostile anti-immigrant

climate they face under the Trump Administration. Almost half of

Dreamers living in the state of Hawaii trace their origin to the

Philippines. For those of you who haven’t heard much about the

struggle of Dreamers, our cover story will help you better under-

stand this unique group of undocumented immigrants. 

Also in this issue, we have two very important mainland news:

first, the Republican Senate unveiled its Healthcare Bill that was

crafted behind closed doors without bipartisan input. Under the

new Healthcare Bill or Trumpcare, millions of Americans are ex-

pected to lose their healthcare insurance. Experts say the new bill

could end Medicaid, making around $1 trillion in cuts to the pro-

gram. It would also raise rates for seniors already on fixed incomes;

and pose difficulty for immigrants to get insurance. Hawaii Sena-

tors spoke passionately against Trumpcare as soon as it was made

public. Sen. Schatz said the health care plan is “going to make

health insurance more expensive, and it’s going to make it harder

to get health care in the first place.” 

The second significant news development involves the U.S.

Supreme Court’s decision to allow parts of the travel ban to go into

effect until justices make a final ruling when the SC reconvenes in

October this year. The scope of the ban that resulted in lower courts

blocking it has been narrowed by the SC. It says, for now, that trav-

elers from the six mostly Muslim countries could be barred from

entering the U.S. if “people from these countries have no strong

ties such as family or business to the U.S.” While religious discrim-

ination seems less obvious under this new standard, it doesn’t

change the fact that the pool from which this ban targets still hap-

pens to be mostly Muslim countries. The state of Hawaii and At-

torney General Doug Chin should be commended for taking lead

in filing a supplemental brief on the travel ban with the U.S.

Supreme Court. 

It’s obviously a very critical time for our community. It’s even

more imperative that we keep informed and get involved as best

as we can to protect our community.

Also in this issue: Steve Rhee, D.O. has a timely article for

summertime, UV Safety: Protecting Your Vision from the Sun; and

Renelaine Pfister gives us a film review on Across the Cresent

Moon. We hope you enjoy these articles and our other regular

columns.

Until next time, warmest aloha and mabuhay!
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ndocumented students who came into the U.S. as small

children, or commonly known as Dreamers, had a mo-

mentary sigh of relief when President Donald Trump

announced that the administration would continue the

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro-

gram started by the Obama administration. That means

that Trump would continue to extend protection of this specific

group of undocumented from deportation, a break from his admin-

istration’s hardline stance and campaign rhetoric to deport all un-

documented immigrants. 

The president’s position was praised and applauded by immi-

gration advocates especially since he had vowed to do away with

the DACA program during his campaign. Those praises, however,

quickly fizzled.

Just as Trump flip-flops on other issues, the following day after

his announcement to preserve DACA, the president backtracked say-

ing that the long-term future of the program is unclear and that he

might yet follow through on a campaign pledge to take away work

permits from dreamers and deport them.

Atty. General Jeff Sessions commented after Trump’s announce-

ment: “Well, we’ll see I believe that everyone who enters the country

illegally is subject to being deported.”

That long exhale of relief was obviously premature. And Dream-

ers now find themselves back at square one.

The political reality is that the most yardage that the Dreamers

could get from Trump is that he does nothing with DACA and allow

it to continue as is. The president is clearly beholden to far-right wing

elements who got him elected. These anti-immigrant fanatics would

like to have all undocumented immigrants deported, including

Dreamers, who have overwhelming support by the general public to

be granted some protections, if not, a full pathway to citizenship.

Most dreamers were brought into this country illegally as small chil-

dren, have been raised as Americans, see themselves as only Amer-

icans, and have never been to their country of birth. Some of these

children do not even speak the language of their original country or

have any relatives or friends there who can help them if they got de-

ported.

The pre-politician Trump revealed a soft spot for dreamers in

the past. He once told Time Magazine: “We’re going to work some-

thing out that’s going to make people happy and proud. They

(Dreamers) got brought here at a very young age, they’ve worked

here, they’ve gone to school here. Some were good students. Some

have wonderful jobs. And they’re in never-never land because they

don’t know what’s going to happen.” Then Trump also vowed to dis-

mantle DACA. Then he announced DACA will be retained. Then

later said but he doesn’t know for how long. It’s no wonder, as

Trump puts it, Dreamers are in “never-never” land.

Most Americans are compassionate individuals who believe in

fairness. There is some bipartisan support on how to move forward in

helping dreamers because of their unique, no-fault situation.

If there ever was an issue deserving of humane, non-partisan

politics, this is one. A pathway to citizenship may not be in the near

future for Dreamers with right-wing elements currently in power;

but Americans can keep their movement alive and keep fighting.

U

U.S. Corporations and
States Must Now Play 
the Head-of-State Role in
Protecting the Environment

he overwhelming consensus in the scientific commu-

nity is that climate change is real.  The world’s most

renowned scientific academies, scientific societies

share the judgement that global warming is occurring

and that humans are predominantly responsible for it

through deforestation, burning of fossil fuels, fragmentation of

natural systems, and other man-created degradation of the envi-

ronment.

The Paris Accord is a near-universal global effort to reverse

the dangerous trend of destruction to the environment. One of the

member-nations’ main goal is to keep global temperatures from

rising more than 2 degrees Celsius by mid Century. In part, this

could be achieved by reducing carbon emission into the atmos-

phere and slowing down or stopping deforestation. All member-

nations that signed onto the Paris Accord set their own

benchmarks that are voluntary and non-binding. Contrary to Pres-

ident Donald Trump’s official reason for opting out of the ParisT
(continued on page 6)
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By Emil Guillermo

The Pan-Asian Balancing Act-- Filipino
and Asian America

s we celebrate

Independence

Day as one

America, are we

one Asian

America too?

Here’s a litmus test. Did

you care or think about the

35th anniversary of the death

of Vincent Chin? 

It just happened. Did you

feel that surge of solidarity?

Or was it a ho-hum moment?

Here are what I consider

basic facts all Asian Ameri-

cans, even Filipinos should

know. If you don’t know them,

don’t feel guilty. 

Unfortunately, many

younger Asian Americans

never even heard of Vincent

Chin.

On June 19, 1982, Chin,

27, a Chinese American, was

with friends at his own bache-

lor party, and was mistaken for

being Japanese by two white

auto workers, Ronald Ebens

and his stepson Michael Nitz,

at a Detroit strip club. Ebens

told me Chin sucker-punched

him. The fight was taken out-

side, but then broken up. It

would have ended, but Ebens

and Nitz pursued Chin by car

and found him at a nearby Mc-

Donald's. In the parking lot,

Ebens brutally beat Chin with

a baseball bat.

Chin was comatose for

four days and pronounced

dead on June 23.

For that crime, Ebens and

Nitz, his accomplice, were al-

lowed to plea bargain. They

pleaded guilty to second-de-

gree murder, were sentenced

to three years' probation, and

fined $3,720. 

There was no prison time

for the murderers of Vincent

Chin.

The Asian American com-

munity was outraged, which

led to a federal civil rights

prosecution against Ebens and

Nitz. Ebens was found guilty

on one charge and sentenced

to 25 years in prison. He ap-

pealed to the Sixth Circuit, and

a second federal trial was

moved from Detroit to Cincin-

nati. Ebens was acquitted by a

Cincinnati jury that found no

racial motivation in the killing

of Chin.

That's where the story has

been for the last 35 years: The

perps are free. And Asian

Americans can still be victims

of extremely violent hate

crimes, like Srinivas Kuchib-

hotla, an Asian Indian mis-

taken for a Muslim. This year

in Olathe, Kansas, Kuchib-

hotla was allegedly killed by a

white gunman who yelled,

"Get out of my country."

For the 35th year marker

of Chin's death, I called to get

an update from the writer

Helen Zia, who is also the

trustee of the Chin estate.

Zia said the Chin family

was awarded a $2 million

judgment in civil litigation

against Ebens back in the '80s,

and continues to monitor

Ebens, now 77 and retired in

Nevada. "The judgment has

been continued," Zia told me.

She said that with interest and

penalties, the judgment could

be in excess of $8 million, but

Ebens has "not paid a dime."

Zia said she's philosophi-

cal about recovery. 

"The guy did what he did,"

she told me. "He's a killer. He

got away with murder. But the

things that need to be done on

behalf of the community don't

depend on him or his death. It

will bring closure. But it does-

n't mean hate crimes have

ended."

An edited portion of my

interview with Zia is in my

podcast, Emil Amok's Take-

out.

Besides being the trustee

of the estate, Zia was right

there in the thick of the Chin

case in Detroit. A journalist

with legal training, she wrote

for the daily newspaper there,

but refrained from writing

about the case so she could be

one of the founders of Ameri-

can Citizens for Justice, the

group formed to fight for

Chin.

It was just a handful of

Asian American lawyers and

activists. At that time, there

were few Asian Americans in

the law or in journalism. And

there was no one with the ex-

pertise to do a federal hate

crime case.

Thirty-five years later, Zia

said that what strikes her the

most are the things people

don't bring up about the case.

The human stuff, like the

late Lily Chin, Vincent's adop-

tive mom. "She died feeling

that if she hadn't adopted him,

he'd be alive," Zia told me.

"It's so sad to me to think

about it that way."

But the human stuff also

includes the human opposition

to the case within the commu-

nity and the backlash that ex-

isted at the time.

"We had civil rights peo-

ple who said, 'We'll support

you because Vincent was Chi-

nese and thought to be Japan-

ese, but if he were Japanese,

we won't support because he

would've deserved it,' " Zia

said. "I said 'What? You're kid-

ding?' The Michigan ACLU

and the Michigan National

Lawyers Guild strongly op-

posed a civil rights investiga-

tion because Asian Americans

are not protected by federal

civil rights law. That was

something we had to argue."

Fortunately, the national

offices of those legal groups

prevailed and forced the state

chapters to comply.

"Here were some of the

most liberal activist attorneys

saying Asian Americans

shouldn't be included under

the civil rights law. Vincent

was an immigrant. We had to

establish he was a citizen, with

the implication there might not

have been a civil rights inves-

tigation if he had not been nat-

uralized. All of this

stuff...these were hurdles we

had to overcome with major

impacts today," Zia told me.

"Can you imagine if the

Reagan White House had fol-

lowed the National Lawyers

Guild's Michigan chapter and

the ACLU of Michigan and

said, 'Why should we look ex-

pansively at civil rights? We

shouldn't include immigrants

and Asian Americans.' And at

that time, that would include

Latinos too, because at that

time if you were not black or

white, what do you have to do

with race? Those were the

things people would say to us."

Zia said after 35 years, a

quick telling of the Chin case

rarely discusses just how diffi-

cult it was to fight for justice.

But she says those are the en-

during lessons of the Vincent

Chin case, because it has con-

tributed to a modern sense of

social justice for every Amer-

ican.

"Every immigrant, Lati-

nos. Every American," Zia

said. "Hate crime protection

laws now also include per-

ceived gender and disability. It

was the Vincent Chin case

when we had to argue civil

rights was more than black or

white."

Zia said the case was also

more difficult because it was

during a pre-digital, non-com-

puter, pay-phone age. Com-

munication occurred slowly. 

But the case was also slow

because Asian Americans

were a micro-community.

We're 21 million now and

feel empowered. 

In 1980, the Asian Ameri-

can population was just 3.7

million nationwide. And most

were timid, non-boat rockers.

"In the Vincent Chin case,

people were incredibly reluc-

tant to become involved," Zia

told me. "They had never got-

ten involved before. And I

think that's what gets lost [in

the retelling of the story]. Ex-

clusion didn't end till about

1950, and so what that meant

was Asian Americans of every

kind, from Chinese to Fil-

ipinos, everybody, were pretty

much totally disenfranchised

till the mid-20th century."

"So when Vincent Chin

was killed 30 years later [in

1982], the communities had. .

.I think of it as stunted growth.

There weren't people running

for office. If there were, it was

A

(continued on page 6)

Vincent Chin
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legal status until she was a

freshman in high school. She

was frightened of being de-

ported when she found out,

kept her status a secret. She

confessed of not letting people

get too close to her, opting to

have short-term relationships

and friendships so that they

would not discover her situa-

tion. The idea of deportation

was even more terrifying to her

considering that she had not

grown up learning Tagalog or

any Filipino dialect fluently. 

Jewel remembers after it

was finally out in the open to

the entire family that they were

undocumented, tensions were

high. So much that her father

became abusive and eventually

was deported back to the

Philippines after a domestic vi-

olence incident.

“My father’s deportation

led me to realize how truly dif-

their group’s cause. It is

through these Dreamers and

the stories they share that

moves the public and inspires

lawmakers to create policy or

some protection safeguarding

Dreamers’ stay in the U.S.,

even if it is temporary.

These Dreamers talk about

the fears that race through their

minds daily, how they might be

separated from their loved

ones, might be sent to a country

where they know no one, might

be sent to a country where they

are unfamiliar with the culture

or cannot even speak that coun-

try’s language, and that one day

everything they have and

worked hard for might be taken

away. 

Jewel (last name withheld

by choice), a Filipina, was just

two years old when her parents

illegally settled in San Gabriel

Valley in Southern California.

She did not know about her il-

Many Dreamers still live in

the shadows, hiding their status

for fear of being discovered

and deported. Some Dreamers

have come out and registered

for temporary protection with

President Barrack Obama’s

Deferred Action for Childhood

Arrivals (DACA) program that

gives enrollees a renewable

two-years amnesty or “deferred

action,” a social security num-

ber, and work permit. But

Dreamers under DACA are still

illegal aliens and have no path-

way to citizenship. Their fate is

based on DACA being kept

alive; and at any time, Presi-

dent Donald Trump could scrap

the program and place them as

equal targets for deportation as

the other 11 million unautho-

rized aliens.

Then there are activist

Dreamers who are fighting to

stay in this country, exposing

themselves and risking it all for

ficult it was to be undocu-

mented. I had to adapt to the

idea that I had to do things my-

self or rely on the kindness of

strangers,” she said.

In 2012, the year DACA

was established, Jewel got

some relief. She applied with

the help of Advancing Justice-

-LA and joined DREAM Team

LA, a group of undocumented

youth activists. She graduated

from a nursing program and

hopes of becoming a doctor. 

She realizes financially

that goal is difficult because

undocumented immigrants do

not qualify for federal loans

and most privately funded

scholarships. The very few pri-

vately funded scholarships un-

documented students can

qualify for are specific to Lati-

nos.  

Dr. Amy Agbayani, retired

Assistant Vice Chancellor for

Student Diversity and Director

for Student Equity, Excellence

and Diversity (SEED) Pro-

grams at the University of

Hawaii at Manoa, said in 2013,

the UH Board of Regents

passed a policy to allow undoc-

umented youth to pay in-state

Hawaii resident tuition.  This is

a significant help to Dreamers

because out-of-state tuition at

the University of Hawaii is

more than double the resident

tuition fee.

Undocumented students

applying for resident tuition at

UH must have lived in Hawaii

for 12 consecutive months

prior to the first day of instruc-

tion, demonstrate intent to

make Hawaii their permanent

residence, attended a U.S. high

school for at least 3 years and

filed an application for deferred

action.

“Because of privacy and

confidentiality issues, the

names and actual number of

undocumented students en-

rolled at all the campuses is not

shared but my own estimate is

that there are fewer than 100 of

the 40,000 UH students, and

very few are Filipinos,” said

Agbayani.

Another Filipino and mem-

ber of DREAM Team LA, An-

thony, found out about his

undocumented status in the

10th grade. He recalls the diffi-

culty he had when starting to

apply for college and not hav-

ing a social security number. To

many Dreamers, graduating

from high school is like hitting

a wall with little opportunities

after. 

Anthony is grateful to his

parents for working tirelessly

and making the choice to move

to the U.S., even as unautho-

rized aliens. Like most Dream-

ers, Anthony sees himself as an

American.

Anthony graduated from

The Fate of Dreamers Is Still
in Limbo
By Edwin Quinabo

ncertainty can be a great
source of anxiety. But what
most people worry about
normally does not involve
real life-altering situations.

For undocumented immigrants who
came into this country as children,
otherwise known as Dreamers, the
threat of being deported any day, any
time, is a real life-changing possibility. 

U

(continued on page 5)

undocumented students Continue to live in Fear

Shout out to Senator Mazie Hirono (standing center), who is a fierce champion of DACA students and
their families. She provided an update a few years ago on President Obamaʻs executive order on DACA
to UH SEED-Student Equity, Excellence and Diversity staff, students and community partners. Photo courtesy
of Amy Agbayani
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the University of California-

Irvine with a Political Science

major and wants to be an attor-

ney. “My dream is to draw on

the law and public policy as a

tool to organize my commu-

nity. Like Jewel, he is allowed

to stay in the U.S. through

DACA. He currently works at

the Asian Pacific American

Legal Center and is a member

of the Asian American Center

for Advancing Justice as a Pol-

icy Advocate under the immi-

grant rights project.

DACA is a life saver

Both Jewel and Anthony

are two among hundreds of

thousands of undocumented

immigrants whose lives had

been saved from deportation

through the DACA program.

After the defeat of the

DREAM Act (Development,

Relief and Education for Alien

Minors) that was blocked by

the GOP-led House of Repre-

sentatives in 2010, President

Obama came up with a wa-

tered-down alternative that ex-

tended temporary amnesty and

a right to work. Immigrant ad-

vocates demanded that some-

thing needed to be done to help

this specific group of undocu-

mented immigrants due to their

unique, no-fault circumstance

(having been brought in ille-

gally by their parents, not of

their own choice).  Many

Dreamers came into the coun-

try under the age of 10, went to

U.S. schools since kinder-

garten, were raised as Ameri-

cans, and only discovered their

undocumented status in their

late teens. Some of them excel

in school and finish in the top

tiers of their graduating class.

To qualify for DACA, the

undocumented must have en-

tered the U.S. before their 16th

birthday prior to June 2007, be

currently in school, be a high

school graduate or be honor-

ably discharged from the mili-

tary, be under the age of 31 as

of June 15, 2012, and not have

been convicted of a felony or

significant misdemeanor.

Dreamers comprise be-

tween 850,000 to 1.2 million

and represent just under 10 per-

cent of all unauthorized aliens

in the U.S.

In Hawaii, there is an esti-

mated 4,000 immigrants who

qualify for DACA. The Migra-

tion Policy Institute’s (MPI)

records on Hawaii show only

405 had filed accepted applica-

tions for DACA. The MPI be-

lieves there is low participation

in DACA in Hawaii not only

because of the fear of being de-

ported but that Asian immi-

grants tend to feel shame about

their undocumented status. The

way Filipino, Chinese, Japan-

ese, Korean undocumented im-

migrants in Hawaii respond to

policy and interact with gov-

ernment often is different from

how other ethnic immigrants

do on the U.S. mainland.

“There is great fear among

undocumented Filipinos to

openly apply for government

programs, even to those they

may benefit from,” said Ag-

bayani.

“Because Trump's policy

towards immigrants and

refugees is so mean and nega-

tive, fewer undocumented peo-

ple will be willing to apply for

DACA,” Agbayani added.  

It’s also not just a matter of

fearing one’s own deportation,

but other members of the fam-

ily. When someone applies for

DACA, the applicant must pro-

vide an address and other per-

sonal information that some

Dreamers fear could be used

against them or their family.

The fear is real. One of the

founders of a Hawaii chapter of

Dreamers declined for an inter-

view for this article. She

reached out to the group’s other

members and they all did not

want to participate.

Dr. Belinda Aquino, pro-

fessor emeritus at the Univer-

sity of Hawaii at Manoa, said

the undocumented “do not

want to expose themselves for

fear of being deported.” She

also makes the distinction that

not all undocumented students

are Dreamers (who entered at a

young age). Aquino explains:

“What happens is that some

students come to the U.S. on J

or F (student) visas and later

become the so-called NPAs,

meaning no permanent ad-

dress.” These students overstay

on their visas and become

unauthorized aliens.

The total undocumented

population in Hawaii is esti-

mated at 21,000. About 40 per-

cent of them are from the

Philippines, and almost half of

all Dreamers in Hawaii trace

their origin to the Philippines.

While DACA has been

proven to be that life-saving raft

keeping Dreamers afloat,

DACA has its detractors. One

year into the program, House

Republicans voted to defund

DACA as a symbolic protest

even though DACA is almost

entirely funded by its own ap-

plication fees. No congressional

appropriations are needed.

Republicans accused Pres-

ident Obama of changing im-

migration policy that they say

is a right reserved for Con-

gress. The creation of DACA

was viewed as an overreach of

executive power.

Rep. Lamar Smith (R-TX),

chairman of the House Judici-

ary Committee, added another

point: “The president’s

amnesty program (DACA) is a

magnet for fraud and abuse.

While potentially millions of

illegal immigrants will be per-

mitted to compete with Ameri-

can workers for scarce jobs,

there seems to be little if any

mechanism in place for vetting

fraudulent applications and

documentation submitted by il-

legal immigrants.”

After four years of DACA,

a comprehensive study by the

Journal of Public Economics re-

leased in 2016, shows there has

been an increase in labor force

participation and income

among DACA-eligible immi-

grants. To Republicans like

Rep. Smith, this could be per-

ceived as illegal immigrants

taking American jobs. To oth-

ers, this is seen as a positive

trend with increased taxable

revenue from the undocu-

mented population and a means

to boost the economy through

increased employment.

Because DACA was only

made into law by executive

order and do not carry the

weight as an immigration pol-

icy crafted by the U.S. Con-

gress, the fate of DACA

remains tenuous with Trump

holding the key in the immedi-

ate future. For a long-term so-

lution, the currently

Republican-controlled U.S.

Congress must step in to tackle

immigration reform and side

with Dreamers.

Trump, a savior of Dreamers,

or not

(from page 4, The FATe...)
Charlene Cuaresma, vice

president of the Filipino Amer-

ican Citizens League said

“Rather than fixing and im-

proving our broken immigra-

tion system, President Trumpʻs

erratic positions and statements

create tremendous fear, stress,

confusion and mistrust for

DACA students and their fam-

ilies. DACA students who are

allowed to complete their col-

lege education stand to be an

asset for their families and the

economy with the likelihood of

increasing their earning poten-

tial.”

Agbayani said “President

Trump is not consistent in sup-

porting DACA and there is no

reason to trust him to implement

DACA and give these young

people a path to citizenship. As

a businessman, Mr. Trump uti-

lize and fully appreciated the

need for immigrant workers in

the U.S. economy and for his

business interests.  As a candi-

date, Mr. Trump characterized

Mexican immigrants as ‘bad

hombres.’ As a candidate Mr.

Trump named Afghanistan,

Iraq, Morocco, Pakistan, the

Philippines, Somalia, Syria,

Uzbekistan and Yemen as coun-

tries that ‘allegedly’ send terror-

ists and whose citizens must be

banned from entering the

United States. As candidate and

President, Mr. Trump called for

a Muslim Travel Ban. The

Trump administration has made

statements and their recent

crackdown on undocumented

people (even those with no

criminal backgrounds, who

have lived and worked in the

US for years and who have U.S.

children or spouses) makes it

clear that he wants a harsh im-

migration policy.  There is no

reason for Filipino legal and un-

documented persons to feel safe

with these hateful statements

from President Trump.”

In June, Dreamers,

breathed a sigh of relief after

Trump announced he would

keep DACA intact.

DACA enrollees had been

anxious for over a year since

Trump ran his campaign mak-

ing anti-immigration policies

the centerpiece of his cam-

paign. Just days after the presi-

dent won the election, Trump’s

vow to immediately deport 2 to

3 million undocumented immi-

grants, unnerved Dreamers

even more. That announcement

alone blew chills of fear

through the entire undocu-

mented community, 

Statistics show, for now,

the Trump administration is

way under the mark of his mil-

lions-gone-by-tomorrow de-

portation goal. From the time

Trump took office on January

20 to March 13, U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforcement

arrested 21,362 undocumented

immigrants and deported

54,741 people -- that is an in-

crease by 33 percent in arrests,

but decrease in deportations

from the same time last year

when Obama was president.

But efforts to deport could be
(continued on page 15)
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H
awaii classrooms

could get much

cooler soon. Gov.

David Ige signed HB 957

(Act57) that authorizes the

Department of Education to

borrow money, interest-free,

from the Hawai‘i Green Infra-

structure Loan Program for

heat abatement measures in

Hawai‘i’s public school class-

rooms.

This will expedite the cool-

ing of classrooms across the

state while decreasing energy

usage and electricity costs.

“I ordered the cooling of

1,000 public school class-

rooms about a year and a half

ago. The state and the DOE

have worked very hard to

achieve this goal. Although

the process hasn’t always been

easy and it has taken more

time than we would have

liked, I am happy to say that

we expect to have 1,000 class-

rooms cooled off by the end of

August,” said Gov. David Ige.

The DOE is expecting

significant decreases in energy

use and electricity costs. The

use of LED indoor lighting in

public school classrooms is

expected to result in a $4 mil-

lion drop in energy costs annu-

ally. Such reductions in energy

consumption and the lowering

of the kilowatt load may en-

able the installation of AC

units in classrooms without

expensive and time consum-

ing electrical upgrades.

The governor’s Cool the

Schools initiative and the

DOE’s Heat Abatement pro-

gram have resulted in:

● The installation of 456

classroom air conditioning

units

● The installation of 201

photovoltaic AC units

● The distribution of 402

portable AC units to the

hottest classrooms across

the state

● Ordering of 1,062 AC

units

In addition, 461 portable

classrooms have been covered

with heat reflective material;

trees have been planted to

shade buildings and minimize

heat; awnings have been in-

stalled on at least four build-

ings; ceiling fans have been

installed in 139 classrooms;

and large diameter fans are

being installed in cafeteria

dining rooms.

“A big mahalo to our state

legislators for their support of

our efforts to cool the schools.

Thank you also to the DOE for

its hard work and for helping

us to achieve our goal of cre-

ating a learning environment

in which our students and

teachers can thrive,” Ige said.

Accord, because it (Paris Ac-

cord) “punishes the United

States,” -- is false because there

is no legal basis to hold a coun-

try accountable to meet its own

standards. Of course, effort to

meet goals is a serious matter

to each member-nation.

Now that Trump decided to

opt the U.S. out of the Accord,

despite popular opinion to stay

in it (70 percent of Americans

were in support of remaining in

the Accord), U.S. corporations

and state governments must

take the lead in protecting the

environment. A majority of

Exxon shareholders have al-

ready voted for measures to try

to be more transparent when it

comes to risks of climate

change. California already has

a law in place that commits to

slashing carbon emissions by

80 percent by 2050, exceeding

the standard set in the Paris Ac-

cord that the U.S. agreed to --

26 percent by 2025. General

Electric Corp. chairman Jeff

Immelt said “Industry must

now lead and not depend on

government.”

While U.S. corporations

and states continue their com-

mitment to reducing environ-

mental risks, leaving the Paris

Accord has profound draw-

backs, namely that the U.S.

abdicated its leadership role to

set the international standard

to alternative energy. The U.S.

also limited opportunities to

crack new markets in this

economy. The reason why

many of the largest U.S. cor-

porations opposed leaving the

Accord is because first, they

are committed to slowing

down the damage to the envi-

ronment, and second, it makes

good business sense to stay in

the business of clean environ-

ment. Wind and solar turbines,

natural gas, manufacturing en-

ergy-efficient appliances, hy-

brid cars, and other forms of

green energy is the economy

of the future. In the 1980s

when ozone-depleting chemi-

cals drew considerable atten-

tion, American chemical

manufacturers led the move-

ment to develop ozone-safe re-

placements that ultimately

benefitted these American

businesses, and of course the

environment. Green economy

does not have to be at odds to

business prosperity, as Trump

would like Americans to be-

lieve. Trump’s move to give

up a seat at the Paris Accord

dampened long term eco-

nomic investments. His deci-

sion was really based on polit-

ical appeasement of his sup-

porters, the coal industry and

heavy industry manufacturers;

not based on real science and

the larger potential for grow-

ing the U.S. economy in green

energy.

Given that green economy

will be more profitable in the

future than heavy industry, as

well as mainstream Ameri-

cans’ increasing desire to pro-

tect our greatest asset, our

planet -- the U.S. exit from the

Paris Accord is likely to be

temporary and only as long

Trump is president. Staying in

the Accord was not only some-

thing that Democrats wanted,

but many moderate and pro-

business Republicans also

supported our stewardship role

in the Accord. In the mean-

time, Americans cannot trust

Trump to lead in protecting

our environment, especially

since he doesn’t believe cli-

mate change really exists, but

something made up by the

“Chinese,” as he tweeted.

What Americans need to do is

pressure our state govern-

ments and U.S. corporations to

do the right thing and create

their own eco-conscious, self-

regulating standards.

Gov. Ige Signs Heat Abatement Bill to Expedite Cooling
Public School Classrooms

15 More Cases of Mumps Confirmed in Hawaii

T
he Hawaii State De-

partment of Health

(DOH) has confirmed

fifteen (15) more cases of

Oahu residents with the

mumps, raising the total num-

ber of cases this year to 119.

The new cases involved eight

(8) adults and seven (7) chil-

dren. None of the cases re-

quired hospitalization and all

are recovering. 

DOH is investigating the

new cases and expects the

mumps virus to continue cir-

culating around Oahu. Mumps

is highly-contagious and is

spread through coughing,

sneezing and sharing cups and

utensils. Symptoms include

swollen or tender salivary

glands, fever, tiredness and

muscle aches. 

Those who are sick are

strongly encouraged to stay at

home to prevent transmitting

their infection to others. DOH

also recommends persons

without documentation of re-

ceiving the MMR vaccine to

get vaccinated as soon as pos-

sible, while those who have

received one dose are strongly

encouraged to consider receiv-

ing a second dose. Although

not ideal, receiving extra doses

of vaccine poses no medical

problem. 

The MMR vaccine is

available at local pharmacies

across the state. To locate a

vaccinating pharmacy nearest

you, visit

http://health.hawaii.gov/docd/

vaccinesimmunizations/vac-

cine- locators/ or call the

Aloha United Way informa-

tion and referral line at 2-1-1. 

a miniscule number. There

weren't people standing up; we

didn't have advocacy organiza-

tions, except for AALDEF in

New York and Asian Law Cau-

cus in California, with no pan-

Asian advocacy groups in

between."

A right to justice, and a

community's sense of empow-

erment, was a difficult thing to

imagine for many Asian Amer-

icans. "Not only did we not

have it," Zia said, "People did-

n't even recognize it was some-

thing we could have. The idea

we all came together with the

Vincent Chin case and sang

'Kumbaya' and took over and

went to the Reagan White

House and the Department of

Justice and got all these things

to happen. . .that's a mythology.

And I think it's a disservice to

the next generations to think

this."

Helen Zia knows what was

happening in Detroit in the '80s

as the fight began for Vincent

Chin.

More of her thoughts on

Emil Amok's Takeout.

The takeaway is that all

Asian American sub-groups

need each other to form the

powerful fist of a strong na-

tional community. 

That’s what a Pan Asian

movement in our country

meant and the Chin murder

was one of the sparks that

brought that together in 1982.

Is our sense of a Pan- Asian

movement as strong today as it

needs to be? Enough to fight

xenophobic political impulses

like travel bans?  

Consider too those Asian

American numbers in 1982 and

the growth to 21 million.

But that number includes 4

million Filipino Americans,

and another 5 million Asian In-

dian. If we don’t stand all to-

gether our power is diminished.

This holiday, we celebrate

as a Filipino community as part

of one America sure, but let’s

not forget our strength in num-

bers, as the Golden State War-

riors might say.

That only comes when we

stand as one Asian America

too.

emil guilleRmo is an

award-winning journalist and

commentator who writes from

Northern California. He recently

won the 2015 Dr. Suzanne Ahn

Award for Civil Rights and Social

Justice from the Asian American

Journalists Association California.

CANDID PERSPECTIVES (from page 3, The PAN-ASIAN...)EDITORIALS (from page 2, U.S. CORPORATIONS...)
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel 

Samonte Tipon

n June 26, 2017,

the United States

Supreme Court,

in a per curiam

opinion (opinion

by the whole

court), granted President Don-

ald J. Trump’s petitions for cer-

tiorari to review two Court of

Appeals orders that had struck

down Executive Order No.

13780 (the so-called “travel

ban”) which had suspended the

entry of nationals from six des-

ignated countries for 90 days.

Donald J. Trump v. Interna-

tional Refugee Assistance Proj-

ect, et al.; Donald J. Trump v.

H a w a i i ,  e t  a l .

https://www.supremecourt.gov

/ o p i n i o n s / 1 6 p d f / 1 6 -

1436_l6hc.pdf 

The Court also granted in

part Trump’s applications to

stay the injunctions issued by

the two Courts of Appeals

which had prevented the en-

forcement of his Executive

Orders 13769 and 13780. The

Court said “all foreign nation-

als are subject” to the provi-

sions of Executive Order

13780, except “foreign nation-

als who have a credible claim

of a bona fide relationship

with a person or entity in the

United States.” For individu-

als, a close familial relation-

ship is required. For entities,

the relationship must be for-

mal, documented, and formed

in the ordinary course. Stu-

dents from the designated

countries who have been ad-

mitted to the University of

Hawaii have such a relation-

ship with an American entity.

So too is a worker who ac-

cepted an offer of employment

from an American company or

a lecturer invited to address an

American audience.  

Groups seeking to evade

Executive Order 13780 will

not be allowed to do so. For

example, a nonprofit group

devoted to immigration issues

may not contact foreign na-

tionals from the designated

countries, add them to client

lists, and then secure their

entry by claiming injury from

their exclusion. 

An individ¬ual seeking

admission as a refugee who

can credibly claim a bona fide

relationship with a person or

entity in the United States will

not be barred by Executive

Order 13780.

On January 27, 2017,

President Donald J. Trump

signed Executive Order No.

13769, Protecting the Nation

from Foreign Terrorist Entry

Into the United States (EO-1).

EO-1 suspended entry of for-

eign nationals from seven

countries identified as present-

ing heightened terrorism

risks—Iran, Iraq, Libya, So-

malia, Sudan, Syria, and

Yemen—for 90 days. Execu-

tive officials were instructed to

review the adequacy of current

practices relating to visa adju-

dica-tions during this 90-day

period.  On March 6, 2017,

President Trump issued Exec-

utive Order No. 13780 (EO-2)

modifying EO-1.  EO–2 di-

rected that entry of nationals

from six of the seven countries

designated in EO–1—Iran,

Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria,

and Yemen—be “suspended

for 90 days from the effective

date” of the order. 

Section 212(f) of the Im-

migration and Nationality Act

[8 USC § 1182(f)] authorizes

the President whenever he

finds that the entry of any

aliens or of any class of aliens

into the United States “would

be detrimental to the interests

of the United States,” to sus-

pend the entry of all aliens or

any class of aliens or impose

on the entry of aliens any re-

strictions he may deem to be

appropriate  

In International Refugee

Assistance Project v. Trump, a

U.S. District Court in Mary-

land - relying on the Establish-

m e n t  C l a u s e — e n j o i n e d

nationwide enforcement of all

of §§ 2 and 6 of EO-2. John

Doe # 1, a co-petitioner, had

an Iranian wife who was seek-

ing entry into the United

States. The injunction was af-

firmed by the Court of Ap-

peals for the Fourth Circuit on

May 25, 2017, holding that the

primary purpose of the ban

was religious, in violation of

the First Amendment.  The

government argued that the

Executive Order had a “fa-

cially legitimate and bona

fide” justification of protect-

ing national security.

In Hawaii v. Trump, a U.S.

District Court in Hawaii also

enjoined the enforcement of

EO-2.  Ismail Elshik, whose

Syrian mother in law was

seeking entry into the United

States, was a co-petitioner. On

June 12, 2017, the injunction

was affirmed by the Court of

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

on the ground that EO-2 ex-

ceeded the President’s author-

ity because there was no

sufficient finding “that the

entry of the excluded classes

would be detri¬mental to the

interests of the United States.”

The Government argued

that a 90-day pause on entry is

necessary to prevent poten-

tially danger¬ous individuals

from entering the United

States while the Executive re-

views the adequacy of infor-

mation provided by foreign

governments in connection

with visa adjudica¬tions. 

Appeals Court Judgement

Will Be Reversed Says Jus-

tice Thomas

In a concurring and dis-

senting opinion by Justice

Thomas which was joined by

Justices Gorsuch and Alito, he

said that the preliminary in-

junctions issued by the Courts

of Appeals should be stayed in

full because the government

meets the two most critical

factors in granting a stay (1)

the applicant has made a

strong showing that it is likely

to succeed on the merits, and

(2) the applicant will be ir-

reparably injured absent a stay.

He said “I agree with the

Court’s implicit conclusion

that the Government has made

a strong showing that it is

likely to succeed on the merits

– that is, that the judgments

below will be reversed.” 

Hawaii Republican Party

Chairman Shirlene Ostrov led

the cheering for President

Trump:

“We, at the Hawaii Repub-

lican Party, are grateful to the

honorable Supreme Court Jus-

tices, who recognized and

stressed the government’s

compelling need to provide for

the nation’s security.  We are

grateful to President Donald

Trump for once again fulfill-

ing a campaign promise and

taking swift and decisive ac-

tion to keep our country and

citizens safe. The Trump Ad-

ministration is now free to

move forward with rational

and necessary steps to protect

our country against those

wishing to enter and harm our

citizens. The U.S. Supreme

Court has clearly affirmed the

President’s constitutional au-

thority to protect our nation’s

borders, and President Trump

can now fulfill a promise he

made to the American people.

This is a victory not just for

President Trump but for every

man, woman and child in

America.”

ATTY. TiPon has a Master of

Laws degree from Yale Law School

and a Bachelor of Laws degree

from the University of the Philip-

pines. He specializes in immigra-

tion law and criminal defense.

Office: American Savings Bank

Tower, 1001 Bishop Street, Suite

2305, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel.

808 225 2645 E-Mail:

filamlaw@yahoo.com. Websites:

www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.co

m. He is from Laoag City and

Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served

as an Immigration Officer. He is

co-author of “Immigration Law

Service, 1st ed.,” an 8-volume

practice guide for immigration of-

ficers and lawyers. This article is a

general overview of the subject

matter discussed and is not in-

tended as legal advice.

Nationals From Six Countries Are
Subject to Trump Travel Ban, Except
Those with Bona Fide Ties to U.S. –
Supreme Court

O
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Hillary began studying at

Wellesley College and became

president of the Wellesley

Young Republicans, a Rocke-

feller Republican group.  She

helped prevent the kind of stu-

dent riots that were so com-

mon at other colleges during

the turbulent anti-Vietnam

War period. Fellow students

began thinking that she might

become the country’s first fe-

male president.  Hillary’s pro-

fessor, Alan Schecter, gave her

an internship to the House Re-

publican Conference in the

College’s “Wellesley in Wash-

ington” summer program.  She

was invited to help Governor

Nelson Rockefeller win the

Republican presidential nomi-

nation and attended the 1968

Republican National Conven-

tion. Upset by how Richard

Nixon’s campaign depicted

Rockefeller and the racism of

the convention, she left the

Republican party.  

In 1969, fellow students

asked the administration to

allow a student speaker, and

Hillary because the first stu-

dent to speak at Wellesley Col-

l e g e  c o m m e n c e m e n t

proceedings.  Her speech re-

ceived a seven minutes long

standing ovation, and got her

featured in an article in Life

magazine.  Hillary Rodham

went on to serve as staff attor-

ney for the newly founded

Children’s Defense Fund and

as a consultant to the Carnegie

Council on Children. Demo-

cratic political consultant Bet-

sey Wright noticed Hillary’s

extraordinary intelligence and

leadership.  Wright moved

from Texas to Washington in

1973 to help guide Hillary’s

career because she saw in

Hillary someone with a very

bright political future.  

In 1974, Hillary, by then

27 years old, became a staff

attorney for the House Judici-

ary Committee during its Wa-

tergate investigation.  With

little precedent to guide the

Committee, Hillary was

tasked with researching the

procedures, historical

grounds, and standards for

impeaching the president.

One of 44 bright young

lawyers on the Watergate in-

vestigative staff, Hillary lis-

tened to and analyzed the

Nixon tapes and other evi-

n 1960, a 13-year-old named Hillary Rodham, who
was from a solidly Republican family, fervently
anti-communist family in Illinois, canvassed the
south side of Chicago for the Republican presiden-
tial campaign.  She saw evidence of electoral fraud

against Republican candidate Richard Nixon, such as voting
list entries showing addresses that were empty lots.  In high
school, Hillary read Senator Goldwater’s The Conscience

of a Conservative. Like her mother, she was concerned with
social justice.  Hillary and her Methodist youth minister, lis-
tened to and met civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr.
in 1962 when King came to speak in Chicago.  As a 17-year
old high school senior, she campaigned for Goldwater who
was then the Republican party’s presidential nominee in
1964. 

I

(Editor’s Note:This is the final part of Shadows of History: Revis-
iting the Watergate Scandal.)

(continued on page 9)

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Shadow of History

Revisiting 
The Watergate
Scandal

(Part 2)

by Sheryll Bonilla, Esq.

J. EDgAR HOOVER
Nixon, in trying to hold

onto the presidency, wasn’t

alone in committing illegal

practices in the political

a r ena . Hi s to r i an E l l en

S c h r e c k e r  o p i n e d t h a t

Hoover played the largest

role in the anti-communist

crusade known as “McCarthyism.”  The FBI is

located in the J. Edgar Hoover Building, named

after its notorious former director.  Fueling fear

of Russian communists, Hoover’s actions resulted

in large numbers of persons losing their jobs after

being falsely accused and without any meritorious

basis for their firings.  From 1956-1971, under

Hoover’s directions, the FBI’s illegal acts includ-

ing burglaries, wiretapping, mail opening, under-

cover operations, demanding IRS audits of

innocent people, spreading rumors through

anonymous letters, leaking false information to

the press, and planting forged documents to create

suspicion against innocent persons.  During his

shameful tenure, Hoover wiretapped the hotel

rooms of Martin Luther King, Jr., whom he

viewed as the “most dangerous Negro” in the

Civil Rights Movement. Trying to stop King, the

Hoover sent tapes of King’s liaisons with a

woman in those hotel rooms to Coretta King, who

did not know about her husband’s affair.  Nixon,

similarly, ordered a mole planted in Sen. Ted

Kennedy’s Secret Service staff to catch the sena-

tor committing adultery, as the senator cam-

paigned for Nixon’s opponent, George McGov-

ern.

BERNARD NUSSBAUm
Bernard Nussbaum was a

highly respected trial attorney

with a dazzling series of suc-

cesses at the Wachtell, Lipton

law firm in New York and

was an adjunct faculty mem-

ber of the Columbia Law

School, teaching litigation.  In

1972, Elizabeth Holtzman defeated incumbent

Congressman Emmanuel Celler for the Congres-
(continued on page 9)
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dence.  She helped draft the three articles of im-

peachment – obstruction of justice, abuse of

power, and contempt of Congress – that the

House would press against President Nixon if he

had stayed in office.  Senator Goldwater (the Re-

publican presidential nominee Hillary cam-

paigned for as a 17-year-old in 1964) advised

President Nixon (whose 1960 presidential bid she

experienced as a Republican canvasser in

Chicago) about the impending and certain im-

peachment and conviction.  Nixon resigned on

August 9.

After Nixon’s resignation, Hillary moved to

Arkansas.  In 1975, she finally accepted her

boyfriend’s marriage proposals, after turning him

down many times.  Fifty years ago, Hillary was

one of the trailblazers who opened doors of oppor-

tunities for women.  In 1992, when her husband

ran for president, she finally took his name for the

sake of politics and became known to the country

as Hillary Clinton. She devoted herself to decades

of changing laws to benefit women, children,

health care, and social justice. Spearheading a

widespread collaboration to reform health care at

a national level, the initiative developed was un-

veiled in the fall of 1993 by the Clinton Adminis-

tration in what could be thought of as a predecessor

to Obamacare.

Two lawyers, John Dean and Hillary Rodham.

Both from conservative families from the Midwest:

Dean, Ohio, then Illinois; Rodham, Illinois.  Both

inspired by Senator Barry Goldwater’s The Con-

science of a Conservative, with ties to Goldwater:

Dean, a classmate and life-long friend of the Sena-

tor’s son, and a close family friend of the Goldwater

family; Rodham, who campaigned for Goldwater

for President.  Both solid Republicans who deter-

minedly left the party after their Nixon experiences:

Dean, from Watergate; Rodham, from Nixon’s treat-

ment of Governor Nelson Rockefeller.  (Governor

Rockefeller, ironically, became Gerald Ford’s Vice

President.) Both staff attorneys for the House Judi-

ciary Committee:  Dean from 1966-1967; Rodham

in 1974.  Both involved in the Watergate scandal:

Dean as the master manipulator of the cover-up;

Rodham as one of the investigative staff attorneys

whose work resulted in Nixon’s resignation.

(from page 8, ShADOWS...)

sional seat covering Brooklyn, by a slim margin

of just over 600 votes.  Congressman Celler was

the Chair of the Judiciary Committee of the

House of Representatives.  He sued to have the

election results overturned, and Nussbaum repre-

sented Holtzman.  Nussbaum won the lawsuit and

Holtzman took her seat in Congress.  With Celler

no longer in Congress, Rep. Peter Rodino from

New Jersey replaced him as the Chair of the

House Judiciary Committee.  

In December 1973, Nussbaum left New York

for Washington, D.C. to become senior staff at-

torney (under John Doar) for Rodino’s House Ju-

diciary Committee, tasked with investigating the

Watergate scandal.  He oversaw the fact gather-

ing, reviewing Nixon’s White House tapes and in-

terviewing key White House witnesses.  The

staff’s investigative results were presented to the

House Judiciary Committee, and became part of

the preparation for a Senate trial if the House im-

peached the President. It was on the Judiciary

Committee that Nussbaum worked with Hillary

Rodham, who she regarded as a great teacher.

Congressman Rodino was widely praised for his

leadership of the Judiciary Committee’s impeach-

ment inquiry.  After Nixon resigned, Nussbaum

returned to his New York law firm, and Hillary

left to go to Arkansas.  

When Hillary’s husband Bill Clinton became

President, he appointed Bernard Nussbaum to

serve as White House Counsel, from January 20,

1993 to March 8, 1994.  In a second twist of fate,

as President Clinton’s White House Counsel, he

urged Clinton not to yield to drummed pressure

to appoint a special prosecutor to “clear the air”

about the suicide of Nussbaum’s deputy Vince

Foster or the Whitewater matter where the Clin-

tons lost a great deal of money.  Nussbaum

strongly maintained that there was no wrongdo-

ing on the part of the president and no legal basis

for appointment of a special prosecutor.  All of

Nussbaum’s predictions about the haphazards of

an answer-to-no-one, unlimited power and

money, special prosecutor came true.  Both

terms of Clinton’s presidency were impeded by

Ken Starr, who found nothing wrong in the orig-

inal assignment, but wasted millions of taxpayer

dollars (more than the Oklahoma City bombing

investigation) for seven years trying to find

something wrong.  After Clinton caved and

asked for a special prosecutor, Nussbaum re-

signed and returned to his law firm.  Clinton re-

gretted not following Nussbaum’s sound legal

advice because of all the unnecessary interfer-

ence it did to his presidency. 

JOHN DOAR
Joan Doar led the Water-

gate investigation in the

House of Representatives,

overseeing a staff of the best

and brightest of young law

school graduates and venera-

ble trial lawyers.  His most

notable contributions before

then were during his service as the Assistant At-

torney General for Civil Rights under President

John F. Kennedy and President Lyndon B. John-

son, serving from 1960 to 1967.  He was involved

in many of the most significant events of the civil

rights movement. He led the government action,

promoting integration and voter registration in the

South, admitting and protecting James Meredith

as the first black student to the University of Mis-

sissippi, and prosecuting civil rights violations

cases.  He helped draft the Civil Rights Act of

1964, and in March 1965, walked in the third of

the Selma to Montgomery marches.  Doar left

government in 1967, in President Johnson’s final

year, to go into private practice.  In 1974, Doar

was entrusted with the role of Special Counsel for

the House Judiciary Committee investigating the

Watergate scandal.  With his team of attorneys, he

prepared the articles of impeachment against

President Nixon.  For all of his significant contri-

butions to the nation, President Obama awarded

him the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2012.

(from page 8)

John Dean
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OPEN FORUM

( HEALTH & FAmILY from page 9, COLON ....)

he U.S. Supreme

Court (SCOTUS)

released an opin-

ion that partially

lifts the injunction

on the Muslim

Ban, which would now bar

entry to individuals without

any connection to a person or

entity in the United States. The

Asian Pacific American Labor

Alliance, AFL-CIO (APALA)

condemns this decision that

poorly reflects our nation’s his-

tory and legacy of welcoming

immigrants and refugees.

As an immigrant to this

country myself, I am extremely

upset by a SCOTUS ruling so

offensive to all immigrants and

refugees. The religious intoler-

ance and racial discrimination

that the administration contin-

ues to unabashedly display in its

rhetoric and policy is not only

disgusting but is a direct attack

on our nation’s core values.”

My colleague, APALA Ex-

ecutive Director Alvina Yeh,

said with Gorsuch rounding out

the Supreme Court, these rul-

ings will have a tremendous,

far-reaching impact on millions

of people both nationwide and

abroad. That’s why our fight

for immigrant and refugee

communities continues despite

whatever decision the Supreme

Court rules in the fall. Our fight

goes beyond holding elected

officials accountable; it extends

to protecting the very people in

our families, friends, and com-

munities from hate and dis-

crimination.”

We will not give into fear-

mongering at the highest levels

of government. Rather, we will

defend our democracy with

everything we’ve got and show

the administration that our re-

sistance will be stronger than

ever.

JohAnnA Puno hesTeR is

National President of Asian Pacific

American Labor Alliance (APALA)

and Assistant Executive Director of

the United Domestic Workers, AF-

SCME Local 3930. 

T

Supreme Court Ruling Is Offensive to All
Immigrants and Refugees
By Johanna Puno Hester

COMMENTARY

President Duterte: Listen to the Filipino People!

year ago, the Na-

tional Alliance for

Filipino Concerns

(NAFCON) pre-

sented the Duterte

administrat ion

with the Filipino Migrants’

Agenda for Empowerment,

Sustainability, and Peace, which

were concrete and meaningful

changes that Filipinos in the

United States wanted to see for

the Filipino people.  Duterte’s

promise of change on a national

scale, including the prioritiza-

tion of the interests of Filipino

migrants and creating condi-

tions so that Filipinos will not be

forced to leave the Philippines,

was welcomed by NAFCON.

On our end, we advanced the

People’s Agenda through the

Kababayan4Change platform,

supporting the positive actions

of the administration and criti-

cizing those that do not serve

the needs of the Filipino people.

Militarization trumps envi-

ronmental and social justice

NAFCON supported the

efforts of then-appointed Envi-

ronment Secretary Gina Lopez

to stop the environmental de-

struction caused by mining

companies as she declared that

“it is the constitutional right of

every Filipino to a clean and

healthy environment.” We also

welcomed Duterte’s consistent

pronouncement to end the

Philippine-US military exer-

cises and reconsider the En-

hanced Defense Cooperation

Agreement (EDCA) that essen-

tially turns the countryside into

military bases and war zones

for U.S. interests and at the risk

of further environmental degra-

dation.

However, after the Con-

gress decided not to confirm

Lopez, Duterte appointed Roy

Cimatu, a former Armed

Forces Chief who led a bloody

counter-insurgency program

under President Arroyo that

resulted in human rights viola-

tions, and who stands accused

of corruption with other Army

officials, accumulating ill-got-

ten wealth from military

funds. It is with great disap-

point and strong objection that

NAFCON views Duterte’s ap-

pointment of a notorious

human rights violator, who

will further protect exploita-

tive mining and logging inter-

ests, as Environment

Secretary.

While NAFCON has been

advocating for human rights

and a just peace, the indiscrim-

inate bombings in Marawi and

Mindanao under Martial Law

exemplify the more military-

centered approach of the

Duterte administration in vio-

lation of basic human rights.

What is even more alarming is

the direct US involvement in

the conflict in the southern is-

land through “technical assis-

tance.” Though the AFP

claims that the US has “no

boots on the ground,” we have

seen the control they have via

intelligence operations and

command like in the recent

Mamasapano fiasco. US

troops have meant not only

rape and murder of our

women and displacement of

our people, but degradation of

our environment and violation

of our Philippine sovereignty.

Foreign interests trump

Philippine economic sus-

tainability and migrants’

concerns

The appointment of pro-

gressive people in the Depart-

ment for Agrarian Reform

(DAR) and Social Welfare and

Development (DSWD) was

unprecedented and welcomed

by NAFCON. These are key

departments that deal with

landlessness and corruption,

two long-standing problems

that keep the Filipino people in

poverty and force them to look

for jobs abroad. However,

landlords and traditional politi-

cians, who benefit from block-

ing real land reform and

much-needed social services,

have unnecessarily delayed the

Congressional confirmation of

such progressive secretaries as

Raphael “Ka Paeng” Mariano

and Judy Taguiwalo. The peo-

ple can’t wait.  

Duterte not only has yet to

fulfill his promise to end con-

tractualization of jobs in the

Philippines, but he also deeply

disappointed Filipinos when

he declared that he wouldn’t

“lift a finger” to help those de-

ported by the Trump adminis-

tration. Bowing to Trump’s

fascist agenda that threatens to

deport millions of undocu-

mented immigrants, Duterte

turned his back on Filipinos in

the US who continue to suffer

immigration attacks, wage

theft, and trafficking.  For

Duterte to call on undocu-

mented Filipinos in the U.S. to

“just come home” shows his

insensitivity to the fact that

OFW’s flee to the U.S. and

around the world and would

“rather risk their lives and

welfare because they know

that no jobs await them in the

Philippines,” according to

Sarah Katrina Maramag of

Migrante International.

The struggles and issues of

OFW Filipinos in the US re-

cently got some spotlight with

the article “My Family’s

Slave” highlighting the ongo-

ing social and economic plight

of the Filipino people. We con-

tinue to call on the Duterte ad-

ministration to unequivocally

state support for Filipinos in

the US as they face intensifying

scapegoating, discrimination,

and repression from the Trump

administration.

A
By Aurora Victoria Herrera David

(continued on page 11)
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FILM REVIEW

Across the Crescent Moon

cross the Cres-

cent Moon was

one of the films

featured at Doris

Duke Theatre’s

Filipino Film

Festival this year.

A quick overview: the

movie tackles interfaith mar-

riage between Abbas, a Mus-

lim, and Emma, a Catholic, and

the obstacles they have to over-

come as a result of their union.

Emma is banished from her

family’s home due to her

mother’s disapproval. The cou-

ple, who now live in Tawi-

Tawi with Abbas’s parents,

have to deal with bloody fights

between Muslim rebels and the

police force (which Abbas is a

part of). Emma secretly feels

torn between the two faiths.

Even though I grew up in

Mindanao and among Mus-

lims, I’m ashamed to say I still

don’t know a lot about their

practices. I’m like Jaypee,

Abbas’s new partner in the

movie. Abbas said to him,

“Did you know that it was

Angel Gabriel who inspired

Muhammad to write the

Kuran?” 

The movie showed some

Muslim behaviors and tradi-

tions like their weddings and

praying at the mosque. I ad-

mire the reverence, the solem-

nity of the practice of washing

their faces, hands and feet be-

fore entering the mosque. 

There is a sequence where

they show Christian and Mus-

lim worship, and the parallels

between the two. The

Catholics pray with rosary

beads while the Muslims with

their prayer beads, and each is

shown worshipping at church

or the mosque. It suggests that

although religions are differ-

ent, practices are similar. The

foundations are the same.

Faith is faith.

I would have liked the sto-

ryline of the brothers Abbas

and Omar fleshed out a little

more, so that the ending had

more impact. My companions

had forgotten all about Omar

because he figured so little in

the storyline; he was merely

mentioned in the beginning.

And Omar had an important

role in the resolution of the

story. 

I thought the beginning of

the movie could have been im-

proved. 

There is a scene at the be-

ginning where mother and

daughter, Mita and Emma, are

fighting about Emma’s deci-

sion to marry her Muslim

boyfriend.  To me it was a bit

trite. It made me squirm. Alex

Godinez, the actress who

played Emma, did not look

very natural in her perform-

ance. Her speech was slow

and deliberate, not sponta-

neous sounding, and her lines

seem more like a speech from

the Toastmasters Club. The di-

alogue was philosophizing,

somewhere along the lines of: 

“We all have the same

God…” 

“Love is universal..”

Meanwhile, Dina Bon-

nevie did an excellent job as

the unbending, narrow-

minded, self-righteous

Catholic mother who equate

all Muslims with 9/11

bombers. 

Interestingly enough,

Emma is welcomed with open

arms to Abbas’s family. Her

being Catholic never drew the

scorn of her in-laws.

The first part of the movie

to me was stiff and preachy.

Do a group of middle-aged,

upper class women really sit at

a party and say things like:

“We can’t control our chil-

dren. We can only teach them,

and guide them…” 

Again, Toastmasters mate-

rial.

The turning point for me is

the kidnapping in Palawan;

this was when the movie got

interesting and started taking

shape. At first, I thought it was

about kidnap for ransom, and

I was surprised when it turned

out to be about human traf-

ficking.

Human trafficking is de-

fined by the Department of

Homeland Security as “mod-

ern-day slavery and involves

the use of force, fraud, or co-

ercion to obtain some type of

labor or commercial sex act.”

These people are abducted

or tricked into believing

they’re going to another coun-

try for a well-paying job. But

they’re shipped to other coun-

tries like Malaysia where they

wouldn’t be seen again.

Women are sold into prostitu-

tion, raped, impregnated, and

their babies sold to countries

all over the world. They’re

like baby factories.  

The film stated that 25%

of human trafficking across

the world involves Filipinos.

That’s crazy. I never knew

that. Victims are not only the

less fortunate ones looking for

a better life, but even include

the wealthy and privileged

(like the teenagers on the film

who are vacationing in

Palawan.) Anyone is a poten-

tial victim, rich or poor, Chris-

tian or Muslim. In this case,

we are all equal: no matter

what our social status, and no

matter what religion, we are

vulnerable to the same crime.

After the movie, when we

congratulated the director,

Baby Nebrida, someone asked

her to state the message of her

movie in one line. She said,

“strengthening the family.”

Too bad it takes a tragedy

to bring families together, to

recognize our mistakes, and to

forgive and love one another

(now I’m the one from Toast-

masters).

A

By Renelaine B. Pfister

Sandy Andolong and Christopher De Leon in a scene from the movie.

U.S. Filipinos shall continue to

struggle for real change

The Duterte Administra-

tion must prioritize the Fil-

ipino people’s aspirations for

just and lasting peace through

the fulfillment of the people’s

agenda and continuation of the

formal negotiations between

the Government of the Philip-

pines and the National Demo-

cratic Front. It must address

the root causes of the armed

conflict in the Philippines,

starting with fulfillment of

past agreements such as the re-

lease of political prisoners, but

also continuing with the

progress on the Comprehen-

sive Agreement on Social and

Economic Reforms, which in-

cludes the agreement for free

land distribution.

We reiterate our call for

the lifting of Martial Law in

Mindanao, which has dis-

placed hundreds of thousands,

bombed and killed innocent

civilians, and destroyed com-

munities through aerial attacks

by the military.  We equally

condemn the nationwide War

on Drugs which has translated

to a war on the poor, espe-

cially the urban poor, and has

not led to the arrests and pun-

ishment of drug lords and their

protectors in the Philippine

government.

After his first year in of-

fice, we reiterate our challenge

to Duterte: Listen to the Fil-

ipino people! Heed their aspi-

rations for an independent,

democratic, just and peaceful

Philippines, where every Fil-

ipino migrant will truly aspire

to return home.

But also, as from the be-

ginning of Duterte’s adminis-

tration, NAFCON will

continue our campaigns for En-

vironmental justice and the

fight for immigrant rights. We

will continue to organize and

campaign to advance the Peo-

ple’s Agenda. We still stand for

the People’s Platform and a

Just Peace instead of a Drug

War or Martial Law. We still

#StandwithMarawi and

#StandwithMindanao. With all

Filipinos and peace and free-

dom loving communities, we

will fearlessly raise our voices

and heighten our struggle until

we truly achieve a Philippines

for Filipinos.  

AuRoRA ViCToRiA heR-

ReRA DAViD is Alliance Secre-

tary of the National Alliance for

Filipino Concerns (NAFCON).

COmmENTARY (from page 10, PReSIDeNT DUTeRTe...)
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ASK A DOCTOR

awaii is blessed

with year-round

beach weather,

which is one of

the many reasons

most of us are

happy to call this place home.

However, the more time you

spend outside in the sun, the

more you’re exposed to ultra-

violet (UV) light. UV light

isn’t just damaging to the skin,

but it’s also damaging to the

eyes. 

Exposure to the sun is haz-

ardous anytime during day-

light hours even when it's

cloudy. UV radiation is espe-

cially severe from 10 a.m. to 4

p.m. and can burn the surface

of the eyes directly or indi-

rectly from reflections off

sand, water and pavement. 

UV damage to the eyes

often goes unnoticed but accu-

mulates over time. Exposure

to UV light can lead to

cataracts, macular degenera-

tion, skin cancer around the

eyes, and pterygium—an un-

sightly, noncancerous growth

on the eye’s surface. 

Age-related macular de-

generation (AMD) is the lead-

ing cause of severe vision loss

for those 50 years of age and

older, with an estimated 11

million Americans affected by

UV Safety: Protecting Your Vision
from the Sun

the disease. In addition, over

24 million Americans 40 and

over suffer from cataracts.

The best way to prevent

eye damage from the sun is by

wearing sunglasses. No matter

the style or cost, choose sun-

glasses labeled “100% protec-

t i o n ”  o r  “ U V  4 0 0 . ”

Wrap-around sunglasses that

extend around the temples and

a hat add further protection

from indirect sunlight. 

Eye care professionals

recommend that everyone of

every age wear sunglasses

whenever spending anytime

outside.

sTeVen Rhee, D.o., is a

board-certified ophthalmologist.

He received his medical degree

from the University of Medicine &

Dentistry, New Jersey School of

Osteopathic Medicine. He has

been a cornea specialist for 10

years.

H

By Steven Rhee, D.O.

MAINLAND NEWS

Supreme Court Allows Limited Trump Travel Ban But Will
Decide Case in the Fall

W
ASHINGTON¬--

The U.S. Supreme

Court approved

parts of President Donald

Trump’s travel ban on people

from six Muslim-countries

that he said is needed for na-

tional security.

The judges allowed his

temporary ban to go in effect

that could block travelers from

the six majority-Muslim coun-

tries of Iran, Libya, Somalia,

Sudan, Syria, and Yemen from

entering the U.S. for 90 days.

But the scope of the ban was

narrowed to people from these

countries who have no strong

ties such as family or business

to the U.S. 

The more expanded scope

of the ban that was blocked by

lower court rulings is still un-

decided and will be taken up

when the Supreme Court re-

sumes in October.

Hawaii filed a supplemen-

tal brief with the U.S.

Supreme in which it argues

that a new memo issued by the

President on June 14, 2017 has

rendered his controversial

travel ban and refugee ban

both unnecessary and unlaw-

ful.

Hawaii argues in part that

since the alleged rationales for

the bans were to allow the

Government to conduct these

internal vetting reviews, the

new memo from the President

makes clear that the Order’s

travel and refugee restrictions

are no longer required to ac-

complish what the Govern-

ment intended. "The

President’s memorandum also

empties the present petition

for certiorari of any com-

pelling justification. The Gov-

ernment does not explain why

this Court’s review would be

warranted once the supposed

purpose of the Order – the

completion of the vetting up-

grade – has lapsed, as it almost

surely will have by the time

this case is heard in October,"

Hawaii asserts. 

Hawaii's supplemental

brief also states: “Two Courts

of Appeals are now united in

enjoining Executive Order No.

13,780—a policy that flouts

the limits of Executive power,

denigrates Muslim-Ameri-

cans, and threatens the Na-

tion’s reputation as a place of

refuge for immigrants and

refugees alike. … Both courts

saw that rationale for the sham

that it was, one that can neither

mask the Order’s denigration

of Muslims nor justify ignor-

ing the immigration laws’

finely reticulated limits."

On May 25, 2017, the

Fourth Circuit Court of Ap-

peals affirmed an injunction

against the travel ban in Inter-

national Refugee Assistance

Project (IRAP) v. Trump. On

June 1, 2017, the Trump Ad-

ministration asked the United

States Supreme Court to stay

the Fourth Circuit injunction

issued in IRAP v. Trump, grant

discretionary review (called

certiorari) in IRAP v. Trump,

and stay the injunction issued

by Hawaii federal district

court Judge Derrick K. Watson

in Hawaii v. Trump. 

On June 12, 2017, the

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

affirmed Judge Watson’s order

on statutory grounds. The

Ninth Circuit upheld the dis-

trict court’s injunction block-

ing the travel ban and the

refugee ban. The only portions

of the district court’s injunc-

tion that were not upheld con-

cerned internal studies

undertaken by the Govern-

ment and whether the Presi-

dent, rather than his cabinet

members, should be named di-

rectly. Neither change reduces

the effectiveness of the injunc-

tion against the travel and

refugee bans.

Following the Ninth Cir-

cuit’s ruling, the Trump Ad-

ministration asked the

Supreme Court for supple-

mental briefing to address the

Ninth Circuit’s decision. The

Trump Administration filed its

supplemental brief on June 15,

2017, requesting both a stay of

the injunction pending appeal

and that the Supreme Court

grant certiorari in Hawaii v.

Trump, alongside IRAP v.

Trump. 

Two days after the Ninth

Circuit’s decision, on June 14,

President Trump had issued a

memorandum instructing

agencies to begin internal vet-

ting reviews within hours of

the Ninth Circuit's decision

taking effect, and to put the

travel and refugee bans into

effect whenever the remaining

injunctions are lifted. Yester-

day Judge Watson ordered the

injunction to be revised con-

sistent with the Ninth Circuit

opinion.
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LEGAL NOTES

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

But Secretary Kelly has

made it very clear that the

DACA program remains in

effect. In fact, more than

17,000 new DACA permits

were issued between Janu-

ary and March 2017. Fur-

thermore, more than

107,000 DACA permit hold-

ers renewed their permits

for an additional two years

within the same period.  

The Trump administra-

tion has not yet announced

any long-term plans regard-

ing the DACA program. But

for now, the undocumented

immigrants under the pro-

gram can legally remain in

the US with their work per-

mits.

ReuBen s. seguRiTAn has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

epartment of

Homeland Secu-

rity Secretary

John Kelly has

announced that

the Deferred Ac-

tion for Childhood Arrivals

or DACA program remains

valid. This is despite the fact

that on Thursday, June 15,

2017, Secretary Kelly issued

the Memorandum which of-

ficially rescinded the No-

vember 20, 2014

Memorandum creating the

Deferred Action for Parents

of Americans or DAPA and

the Expanded DACA pro-

grams. The reasons for re-

voking the DAPA and

Expanded DACA programs

were: they were never im-

plemented, there is an exist-

ing injunction on their

implementation and the cur-

rent immigration policy of

the Trump administration is

not in line with the pro-

grams. 

Former President Barack

Obama created the DACA

program which allowed cer-

tain undocumented immi-

grants who arrived in the

DACA is granted, a work

permit will be issued and he

will be allowed to remain in

the US. The work permit is

renewable every two years. 

In 2014, former Presi-

dent Obama sought to ex-

pand DACA and introduced

the Deferred Action for Par-

ents of Americans or DAPA.

Under the DAPA program,

the undocumented immi-

grant parents of US citizens

or lawful permanent resident

children could remain in the

US and would also be

granted work permits. In

order to qualify for the

DAPA program, the undocu-

mented immigrant parent

must meet the following cri-

teria: as of November 20,

2014, be the parent of a US

citizen or lawful permanent

resident; have continuously

resided in the US since be-

fore January 1, 2010; have

been physically present in

the US on November 20,

2014 and while applying for

DAPA; have no lawful im-

migration status on the date

of application; not fall

within the Secretary’s en-

forcement priorities; and

present no other factors that,

in the exercise of discretion,

make the grant of deferred

action inappropriate. The

Expanded DACA provided

D

United States as young chil-

dren to remain in the US and

obtain work permits. The

program began implementa-

tion on August 15, 2012.

In order to qualify for

the DACA program, the un-

documented immigrant

must meet the following cri-

teria: under 31 years of age

as of June 15, 2012; came to

the US while under the age

of 16; have continuously

resided in the US from June

15, 2007 to the present; en-

tered the US without inspec-

tion or fell out of lawful visa

status before June 15, 2012;

were physically present in

the US on June 15, 2012,

and at the time of making

the request for consideration

of deferred action with

United States Citizenship

and Immigration Services

(USCIS); are currently in

school, have graduated from

high school, have obtained a

GED, or have been honor-

ably discharged from the

Coast Guard or armed

forces; have not been con-

victed of a felony offense, a

significant misdemeanor, or

more than three misde-

meanors of any kind; and do

not pose a threat to national

security or public safety.

If the undocumented im-

migrant’s application for

for a wider range of ages

and arrival dates and length-

ened the period of deferred

actions and work permits to

3 years.

However, the DAPA and

Expanded DACA programs

never took effect because

twenty-six states challenged

them before the US District

Court for the Southern Dis-

trict of Texas. The court

halted their implementation

through an injunction. This

decision was affirmed by the

US Court of Appeals and the

US Supreme Court was

deadlocked on the issue. 

President Donald Trump

consistently stated during

his presidential campaign

and in his speeches after be-

coming president that his

administration would deport

all undocumented immi-

grants and eliminate the

DACA program. 

DACA Remains Valid for Now

W
ASHINGTON¬--

Hawaii Senators

spoke out on the

Senate Floor against the Re-

publican Health Care bill that

was drafted behind closed

doors.

“There are just two things

that Americans need to know

about the Republican health

care plan: it’s going to make

health insurance more expen-

sive, and it’s going to make it

harder to get health care in the

first place,” said Senator

Schatz. “That is the bottom

line of this bill.  Higher costs

for less care – and all for a tax

cut for the rich.”

Senator Mazie Hirono

said: “Right now 13 of our

male colleagues are se-

questered away somewhere,

plotting how to deprive mil-

lions of women across our

country access to essential

health care. Frankly, it’s sad

that we are having this debate

at all. But it isn’t surprising.

“Before the ACA, insur-

ance companies could dis-

criminate against women of

childbearing age. They could

charge outrageous rates for

birth control and contracep-

tives. Now, under the ACA,

women have secure access to

care before, during, and after

their pregnancies. They can no

longer be charged outrageous

rates simply for having a child,

or be denied access to mental

health services if she suffers

post-partum depression.”

“The fight against Trump-

care continues, but I’m going to

do everything I can to protect

women’s health and their right

to control their bodies. I urge

my colleagues to oppose any

measure in Trumpcare that takes

women back to the days when

our very gender was considered

a preexisting condition.”

MAINLAND NEWS

Hawaii Senators Slams Republican
Health Care Bill on Senate Floor
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W
ASHINGTON¬--

Senators Mazie K.

Hirono and Brian

Schatz, and Representatives

Colleen Hanabusa and Tulsi

Gabbard introduced legislation

to reinstate Medicaid coverage

for Freely Associated States

(FAS) citizens living in the

United States.

The Covering our FAS Al-

lies (COFA) Act would restore

Medicaid coverage, known in

Hawaii as Med-QUEST, for

FAS citizens. The United

States entered into the Com-

pacts of Free Association

(COFA) with the governments

of the Freely Associated States

(FAS), which include the Re-

public of the Marshall Islands,

the Federated States of Mi-

cronesia, and the Republic of

Palau that allow FAS citizens

to live in the United States and

receive certain benefits, includ-

ing medical coverage. How-

ever, in 1996, Congress cut off

FAS citizens from access to

certain Medicaid benefits.

Since FAS citizens lost

their Medicaid coverage, states

with large populations of FAS

citizens like Hawaii have taken

on a large share of uncompen-

sated care, putting strain on

local resources, including uti-

lizing emergency room visits

for basic or regular health care. 

The COFA Act continues

the Hawaii Congressional Del-

egation’s efforts to restore Med-

icaid eligibility to FAS citizens.

The delegation introduced sim-

ilar legislation in previous Con-

gresses, and in 2013, Senator

Hirono included an amendment

that would have restored FAS

citizen access to Medicaid in the

Senate’s comprehensive immi-

gration reform bill.

“We have a moral obliga-

tion to provide FAS citizens

living in Hawaii and across our

country with access to medical

care,” said Senator Hirono.

“The COFA Act will ensure

that each FAS citizen in the

United States can access health

care, and help states like

Hawaii dealing with unfunded

mandates creates by the Com-

pacts.” 

“This bill seeks to restore

much needed federal medical

benefits to COFA beneficiaries

residing in the United States,”

said Representative Hanabusa.

“It also seeks to ensure that the

State of Hawaii, along with

other states where COFA ben-

eficiaries reside, are not forced

to shoulder the financial burden

associated with providing med-

ical care to COFA beneficiar-

ies, benefits arising out of

COFA agreements negotiated

and entered into by the United

States.”  

“This bill is about the fed-

eral government taking respon-

sibility,” said Senator Schatz.

“Hawaii has shouldered the

costs here because we know

it’s the right thing to do. But at

the end of the day, the U.S.

government—through Medi-

caid—should provide coverage

to FAS citizens.”

“This bill will right a

wrong that has gone on for far

too long,” said Representative

Gabbard. "The Federal Gov-

ernment made a promise to

these individuals, and it must

uphold that commitment, and

provide Medicaid to FAS citi-

zens from Micronesia, Palau,

and the Marshall Islands.”

T
o enroll in health

plans sold in the Af-

fordable Care Act

(ACA) marketplaces, individ-

uals must verify that they are

U.S. citizens or have an im-

migration status that allows

them to live in the United

statuses considered “qualified

aliens.”

Since the 1996 welfare

law, the term “qualified alien”

has been used to identify a

group of immigrants who

may qualify to enroll in cer-

tain public benefit programs.

Since the vast majority of

marketplace enrollees can’t

afford coverage without tax

credits, the House bill would

keep most lawfully present

immigrants who don’t have

“qualified alien” status from

buying marketplace coverage.

The Senate bill goes even

further by requiring market-

place enrollees to have their

U.S. citizenship or “qualified

alien” status verified in order

to enroll in marketplace cov-

erage even without tax cred-

its. This shuts the door to

marketplace coverage entirely

to many immigrants with per-

mission to live in the United

States, such as university re-

searchers and students and

people in the process of gain-

ing permanent resident status

like those who are newly mar-

ried to U.S. citizens.

One left-out group are in-

dividuals from the Federated

States of Micronesia, Repub-

lic of the Marshall Islands,

and Republic of Palau who

work and reside in the United

States under Compacts of

Free Association (COFA).

These individuals often live

and work in the United States

for most of their lives and

have families here, often in-

cluding U.S.-born children.

COFA communities, like

other lawfully present people,

have permission from the fed-

eral government to live and

work here and pay U.S. taxes

but will no longer be able to

buy insurance to get access to

comprehensive medical serv-

ices and provide financial se-

curity under GOP plans to

repeal the ACA.

States. The Senate health bill

would close the door to many

immigrants with lawful immi-

gration status who want to

buy insurance plans in the

marketplaces. It goes even

further than the already harsh

House-passed bill to repeal

the ACA in preventing people

who are in the United States

lawfully from obtaining

health insurance.

Under the House bill, im-

migrants who are lawfully

present could enroll in mar-

ketplace plans but would only

be eligible for tax credits to

help pay for coverage if their

lawful immigration status was

among the narrow group of

Hawaii Congressional Delegation Seeks to Restore
Health Care Access for FAS Citizens

U.S. Immigrants with Lawful Status Couldn’t Buy Marketplace
Coverage Under Senate Plan
By Shelby Gonzales
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CLASSIFIED ADSCOMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANITORIAL POSITIONS 
Part Time / Full Time Utility
(exp. strip/wax floors, clean carpets, windows)
Driver license & U.S. citizen helpful)
Call 8451955  Mon-Fri 9AM-4PM

VALLEY OF THE TEmPLES 1 PLOT
under the HOLY CROSS Near the road | selling
for 2 Thousand | Call kanani at 6995154

FRONT OFFICE mEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Must Speak ILOCANO, TAGALOG, ENGLISH
Insurance knowledge a plus!
Email Resume at Eyes@HawaiianEye.com
Or Fax: 678-0037

FILIPINO NURSES ORgANIzATION OF HI (FNOH)
ANNUAL AwARDS AND BIENNIAL INSTALLATION
BANqUET | August 26, 2017 | 6:30-11:30 pm | HILTON

HAWAIIAN VILLAGE RESORTS, CORAL BALLROOMS IV &

V | Contact Stephanie Chung at 808-221-6212.2626.

FILIPINIANA BALL AND SCHOLARSHIP AwARDS,
PHILIPPINE wOmEN'S ASSOCIATION OF HAwAII |
September 2, 2017 | 6:00 pm | ALA MOANA HOTEL,

HIBISCUS BALLROOM | For further info, contact Letty Saban @

255-9429, Jenny Quezon @ 292-8105 or Edna Alikpala @ 282-

3669.

FILIPINO COmmUNITY CENTER'S BAYANIHAN
gALA FUNDRAISER | October 16, 2017 | Contact FilCom

Center @ 808-680-0451 for details.

2ND PmAH gOLF TOURNAmENT | October 18, 2017 |

9:00 am (Registration), 11:00 a.m. (Golf Tournament Begins)

and 6:00 p.m. (Awarding of Prizes and Buffet Dinner) |

HOAkALEI COUNTRY CLUB | FFor registration, contact Elmer

Baysa, MD @ 689-8315, Ray Romero, MD @680-0554 or

Christopher Regala, MD @ 622-2626.

HALLOwEEN AND mASqUERADE BALL
FUNDRAISINg, PHILIPPINE NURSES ASSOCIATION
OF HAwAII (PNAH) | October 29, 2017 | 5:00 - 10:00 pm |

ALA MOANA HOTEL, RUMUOURS NIGHTCLUB | Cost is

$30.00, heavy pupus and one drink included. For reservations,

contact Ramon Sumibcay @ 489-7148, Tina Salvador @426-

6183 or Tina Fernandez @ 721-1721.

ANNUAL KImONA BALL AND BUSINESS wOmAN
OF THE YEAR AwARDS | November 4, 2017 | 6:00 pm | ,

DOLE CANNERY POMAIkAI, BALLROOM AT IWILEI ROAD,

HONOLULU, HI | Contact Elsa Talavera @ 358-8964.

ramped up anytime, immigra-

tion advocates say.

Just one day after Trump

reassured that Obama’s DACA

would remain in place, the

president bulked to political

pressure from conservatives

and said he isn’t sure about

DACA’s future in the long-

term. White House officials

said the president might yet fol-

low through on a campaign

pledge to take away work per-

mits from DACA immigrants

and deport them.

Trump’s wishy-washy

statements on the future of

DACA had some immigration

advocates retracting their orig-

inal praise for Trump. David

Leopold, an immigration

lawyer, initially said: This is a

big victory for Dreamers amid

months of draconian and mean-

spirited immigration enforce-

ment policy.” Leopold later had

to take back this statement after

Trump’s 180-degree turn.

Leopold said in a second state-

ment: “It’s no surprise that

Trump would quickly walk

back the preservation of

DACA.”

Cecilia Munoz, who served

as the head of former President

Obama’s domestic policy

council and oversaw immigra-

tion policy for the White

House, said “It is unfortunate

that their (DACA immigrants)

status is still temporary, and

their peace of mind not com-

plete.”

Lorella Praeli, director of

immigration policy at the

ACLU, said “DACA is a life-

line and a reminder that this

country still believes in all of

our potential and welcomes our

contributions.”

Greisa Martinez, advocacy

and policy director for United

We Dream, said “every day

you find our members looking

at Trump’s Twitter, looking for

any sign of what’s going to

happen to the program.”

Some immigration advo-

cates believe the plight of un-

documented immigrants

should be looked at as one

movement and not fragmented

into different causes, for ex-

ample, the Dreamer’s plight or

Deferred Action for Parents of

Americans and Lawful Perma-

nent Residents, DAPA’s strug-

gle. Many families who are

affected by illegal immigra-

tion have mixed status. So

even though one family mem-

ber is legal and the other ille-

gal, everyone in the family

suffers upon deportation or

having to live in fear of depor-

tation.

“Many individuals are in

mixed status relationships,

where a family member, a

spouse or child, may be undoc-

umented, and others are U.S.-

born or naturalized citizens,”

said Cuaresma.

She points out that there

are organizations locally that

are fighting to help all undocu-

mented immigrants, Dreamers

included, such as the ACLU,

FACE-Faith Action for Com-

munity Equity, or Hawaii

Coalition for Immigrant

Rights. 

She says these organiza-

tions help “to empower undoc-

umented individuals, families

and friends with accurate, legal

information, learn how to be an

ally, offer multi-lingual re-

sources, practical tips, plans for

how to be safe and deal with

ICE (Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement) agents and

police. Training is also avail-

able for bilingual lawyers, who

do not practice immigration

law, to provide assistance.

Churches can find out how to

help undocu-

mented per-

sons and

what it

means to be-

come a sanc-

tuary site.”

In the

fight to come

up with pol-

icy, often the

public and

pol i t ic ians

focus on talk-

ing points

and fail to see

the impact

policy has on

real people

and real-life

s i tua t ions .

For Joaquin

Luna, Jr., his

psychologi-

cal distress and depression over

his illegal status led to death.

The night after Thanksgiving in

2011, before the creation of

DACA, Joaquin took his own

life. He feared his undocu-

mented status would forbid

him from realizing his dream

of going to college and becom-

ing a civil engineer. Joaquin

was months away from his

high school graduation when

he committed suicide. His story

has become a symbol of the

anxiety and hopelessness some

Dreamers feel because of their

undocumented status. Could

DACA have saved Joaquin?

No one knows. Could the elim-

ination of DACA lead to future

acts of desperation? That is

something Americans sympa-

thetic to immigrant causes

would not like to find out.

By Sheryll Bonilla, Esq.

WAIPAHU DRESS MAkER
SHOP FOR SALE

$50,000.
(including inventory worth $60,000.

Plus) Net  income $3000/mo.
Owner working alone.

Retiring. So Young Lee 256-7421

(from page 5, The FATe...)

PHILIPPINE NEWS

Pacquiao Seeks Rematch

M
ANILA, Philip-

pines - Brushing off

calls for him to per-

manently retire from boxing,

Manny Pacquiao has verbally

committed himself into a re-

match with Australian Jeff

Horn.

“May rematch,” Pacquiao

said  last Monday.

to the Philippines. But the day

after, the Australian said he’d

rather do it again in his home

country.

“Bakit ayaw nila dito

(They don’t like it here?)?”

said Pacquiao.

“Eh di sa Brisbane. Dun

tayo sa Brisbane ulit. (Then

let’s do it in Brisbane) No prob-

lem,” he said.

This early, Pacquiao is de-

vising a plan to get back at

Horn and the judges and the

referee that worked the biggest

boxing match Australians had

ever seen.

If ever it happens, Pac-

quiao also wants a say in the

selection of the referee and the

judges.

There’s a clause in the

fight contract that if Pacquiao

lost, he could seek a rematch.

Now, he wants to exercise the

right because he felt he was

robbed (of the victory).

(www.philstar.com)

The 38-year-old boxer

talked about the rematch dur-

ing dinner  at his mansion in

General Santos City.

He did not mention retire-

ment.

Instead, he spoke lengthily

on facing Horn a second time,

and how he could avenge the

bitter loss and the alleged raw

deal he suffered against the

judges, and the referee.

It could take place in No-

vember as long as it does not

interfere with his senatorial du-

ties.

Pacquiao said last Sun-

day’s fight was the last under

his promotional contract with

Top Rank but he refused to

elaborate.

“It will be the last in our

contract,” Pacquiao said.

Horn said last Sunday he

would face Pacquiao in a re-

match even if he had to travel

by Abac Cordero 
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