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FROM THE PUBLISHEREDITORIAL

clipsed by other controversial news

surrounding President Donald

Trump’s orbit, the introduction of

the RAISE Act in the U.S. Senate

deserves far more press coverage. It

is perhaps the most unsettling and

impactful legislation that could hurt immigrants.

Introduced by Republican senators Tom Cotton

(Ark) and David Perdue (Ga), and backed by President Trump who is

politicizing this legislation as a move that puts American families and

workers first, the RAISE Act is the most significant reform to our im-

migration system in half a century.

For our cover story this issue, associate editor Edwin Quinabo gives

us all the details of the RAISE Act and some reaction from politicians,

immigrant and civil rights groups, as well as what economists say could

happen to the U.S. economy if it becomes law. It might not happen this

year; but it is a possibility next year or after the midterm elections. It’s

in the best interest of immigrant communities to be alerted of this leg-

islation’s development. The goal of the RAISE Act is to overhaul legal

immigration and cut it by half from about 1 million to 500,000 by 2027.

It plans to achieve this by eliminating entry by way of extended family

ties. Legal immigrants and U.S. citizens would no longer be able to

sponsor visas for extended families such as siblings or adult children to

come into the country. Another major change is the implementation of

a points system for employment-based green cards that is highly con-

tentious, specifically the part that penalizes non-English speakers. Just

when most Americans thought Trump’s focus was on stopping illegal

immigration, his support for the RAISE Act shows that he wants all im-

migration, including legal immigration, to be drastically reduced.

Also in this issue, frequent HFC contributor Sheryll Bonilla, Esq.

submitted a commentary on Trump and the Republican’s lax gun control

laws. After the infamous Orlando, Florida massacre that resulted in the

deaths of 50 people and 58 injured, President Barack Obama signed ex-

ecutive rule 235-180 that required the Social Security Administration to

report to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System per-

sons with severe mental impairment to ensure the mentally ill do not pur-

chase guns. This year House and Senate Republicans voted to revoke the

Obama rule and President Trump signed the repeal. Should there be

stricter gun control laws, stricter background checks? Should the mentally

ill be allowed to purchase guns? These are questions explored in Bonilla’s

excellent commentary.

In our Mainland news section, read about Sen. Mazie Hirono’s ef-

forts to encourage the Attorney General and the Justice Department to

create an interagency task force to address the increase in hate crimes

in the country. Hate crime incidents increased from 5,479 in 2014 to

5,850 in 2015. The Trump Administration recently decreased funding

for efforts to stop white extremism and eliminated funding for efforts

dedicated to de-radicalizing new-Nazis. 

Related to this, read our news feature on the politically explosive

turn of events that followed the Charlottesville protest.

Be sure to read our informative regular columns and check out our

calendar of events. Thank you for your continued support. Until next

issue, warmest aloha and mabuhay! HAPPY LABOR DAY!

E
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f legal immigrants bought into the idea that President

Donald Trump’s anti-immigrant rhetoric was only di-

rected at illegal immigration through his policies that

specifically targeted the undocumented in the U.S. --

that notion has just come to an end. It turns out that

Trump’s bulls-eye on illegal immigrants was a safe tar-

get to exploit during his election campaign; but now that he is al-

ready president, he is ready to reveal to the country his true agenda

on immigration. It turns out what Trump wanted all along, is a dra-

matic reduction of all immigrants, both legal and illegal. Immigrant

activists were spot on when they’ve concluded early on that Trump

was just waiting for the right moment to expand his xenophobic

campaign to include reducing legal immigration.

The President fully endorsed in a press conference a controversial

bill called the RAISE Act that was introduced by two Republican sen-

ators Tom Cotton (Ark) and David Perdue (Ga). The RAISE Act is

the Republicans’ version of comprehensive reform; and the nuts and

bolts of the bill are startling, overly ambitious, and aims to overhaul

the entire legal immigration system that has been in place for more

than 50 years. The Act has been called un-American, racist, immoral,

counterproductive. The Anne Frank Center for Mutual Respect called

it an “ethnic purity test that harkens to the worse in world history.”

Its ultimate goal is to reduce legal immigration from about 1

million to 500,000 by 2027. The massive reduction will come by

eliminating sponsorship of extended family. Legal immigrants and

U.S. citizens will only be allowed to sponsor into the country their

spouse and children under 18, and elderly sick parents for caretaking

purposes only. Siblings or children over 18 can no longer be spon-

sored into the U.S. This proposed change is major because most au-

thorized immigrants are admitted to the U.S. based on family ties

(about 65 percent) according to the Migration Policy Institute. Ex-

perts say ending the family ties mechanism to enter the U.S. will

dramatically reduce the number of Asians and Hispanics. The ma-

jority of these two groups enter the U.S. via family ties green cards.

The second controversial feature of the RAISE Act that will also

disproportionately hurt Asians and Hispanics is the implementation

of a new points system for employment-based green cards. The sys-

tem will consider education levels, age, future salary and prioritize

English speakers. It is designed to favor highly educated, wealthier

immigrants who are fluent in English and would fill mostly STEM

jobs, science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Economists

believe this could have the unintended effect of a labor shortage, es-

pecially in lower wage jobs. It could also have the unintended effect

of increasing illegal immigration. The National Immigration Forum

already projects the country will face a work force gap of 7.5 million

jobs by 2020. 

Trump and the GOP believe the RAISE Act will defend Amer-

ican workers, their jobs, and the economy. Economists believe im-

migration is needed to sustain economic growth by working at jobs

Americans do not want, continue current levels of consumer con-

sumption, and add to tax revenues -- all of which are needed con-

sidering that the Baby Boomer workforce is coming to an end.  The

RAISE Act will only hurt the American worker, American economy,

and tear apart legal immigrant families that does nothing but encour-

age illegal immigration. 

Statistics already show that legal and illegal immigration to the

U.S. have been stable and flat for the last 15 years. When examining

the features of the RAISE Act, it becomes clearer what the motiva-

tion of Trump and the GOP is -- to keep immigrants of color, specif-

ically Asians and Hispanics, to a minimum, to ensure Republicans

remain politically dominant for generations. Attaching the word

“merit” to describe the new points system feigns impartiality espe-

cially when English fluency is a key requirement. Americans must

see the RAISE Act for what it really is and reject its passage this

year, the next, or as long as Trump remains president.

I

In Charlottesville Trump
Made the Most Damaging
Mistake in His Presidency

here is no reset button to press for President Donald

Trump after the Charlottesville tragedy. His remark that

“many” sides are to blame for inciting violence, lumping

white nationalists, Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan in the

same group as those protesting them has spurred harsh

criticism like never before since Trump took office. The

President tripled down from his original comment two

days later in his worst ever press conference meltdown, saying there

were "very fine people" protesting on both sides, once again suggest-

ing a moral equivalency between the Nazis, the KKK (two of the

country’s oldest known terrorist groups) and Americans protesting

hate. 

T

(continued on page 3)
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Trump’s Gun Control

epublicans pride

themselves on

being law and

order types.  It’s

ironic, then, that

they also want lax

gun control laws, putting these

weapons in the hands of the

mentally ill.  The twenty first

graders and six educators who

were killed at Sandy Hook El-

ementary School in December

2012 were shot to death by

Adam Lanza, a mentally ill

man. He killed his own mother

before going to the school,

shooting her four times in the

head, then took her rifle and

drove her car to the school

where he ended the lives of

those six- and seven- year olds

and school personnel.  It is the

third deadliest mass shooting

by a single person in our his-

tory. Up until then, Sandy

Hook had been a town where

violent crime was so rare, only

one homicide had been com-

mitted in the previous ten

years.

President Obama struggled

to get tougher gun control laws,

but Republican senators, such

as Iowa’s Senator Chuck

Grassley, argued that such ac-

tion would violate citizens’

Second Amendment rights.

On April 16, 2007, 32 peo-

ple were killed and 17 others

were wounded when a men-

tally ill student, Seung-Hui

Cho, at Virginia Polytechnic

Institute opened fire. President

George Bush signed a law

making it easier in criminal

background checks to identify

those who are unqualified to

possess guns for reasons of

mental health. The Virginia

Tech massacre is the second

deadliest shooting by a single

gunman in our nation’s history.  

Then in Orlando, Florida

on June 11, 2016, Omar Ma-

teen, whose first wife described

him as mentally unstable and

mentally ill, entered the Pulse

nightclub around 2:00 a.m.,

during the last call for drinks.

Armed with a semi-automatic

rifle and semi-automatic pistol,

he shot 50 people dead and in-

jured another 58.  The mas-

sacre helped President Barack

Obama finally get a gun con-

trol measure in place in De-

cember 2016, just as he was

leaving office.  The regulation

required the Social Security

Administration (SSA) to iden-

R

tify and report to the National

Instant Criminal Background

Check System (NICS) persons

with severe mental impair-

ment.  Why the SSA?  Social

Security benefits are paid to

those who are too disabled to

work because of their lack of

mental health.  If they are too

mentally unstable or mentally

ill to work, they were ineligible

to buy guns because of the dan-

ger they posed.  The gun safety

measure was one of the final

achievements of President

Obama’s administration.    

Do you feel safe knowing

that mentally ill or mentally un-

stable persons can buy guns

and rifles?  Is their Second

Amendment right more impor-

tant than the lives and safety of

the community?

Under President Trump,

Republicans now have free

reign to indulge their anti-so-

cial tendencies.  Despite

months of intense protests

across the country, they contin-

ued to try to take away health

care insurance from millions of

Americans.  They seemed not

to understand that shutting off

medical coverage has the

domino effect of closing down

medical clinics, laboratories,

community hospitals and

health centers, that provide de-

cent paying jobs for other mil-

lions of Americans, keeping

people employed and the econ-

omy moving.  They want to go

back to the loose oversight that

resulted in the 2008 mortgage

fraud era that plunged the na-

tion into one of our greatest

economic depressions, causing

widespread losses of home

ownership.  (President Trump

callously appointed as his Sec-

retary of the Treasury, Steven

Mnuchin, who made his $300

million personal wealth by

foreclosing on American’s

homes.)  Their tax reform pro-

posal features eliminating the

1040 Schedule A deductions

that many Americans use to

lower their tax liability.

With Republicans control-

ling Congress and the White

House, these incomprehensi-

ble, hurtful policies began tak-

ing hold.  President Trump

overturned the very rule Presi-

dent Obama put in place to try

to make America safer.  House

Republicans voted to revoke

the Obama rule, 235-180, and

Senate Republicans later did

the same, 57-43.  President

Trump signed the repeal on

February 28, 2017.  The Na-

tional Rifle Association ap-

plauded, criticizing the

December 2016 rule as

“Obama’s unconstitutional gun

grab.”

The question is – should

people who are so mentally ill

or unstable that they cannot de-

posit or manage their own So-

cial Security checks be trusted

with guns?  

Senator Ron Wyden (D-

Oregon) clarified the issue.  It’s

not about taking away constitu-

tional rights – it’s about mental

health and background checks.  

Senator Will Espero, for-

mer long-time chair of the Sen-

ate Committee on Public

Safety and Military Affairs,

agreed: “The president's action

will certainly make our com-

munities less safe. Individuals

with mental health issues need

extra oversight and review.

President Trump should have

continued Obama's policy. Too

often, we hear mental issues

contributed to shootings and

killings. This is not a second

amendment issue. It is about

smart, logical policy to keep

our neighborhoods and fami-

lies safe.”

Registered voters seem to

agree.  According to a Pew Re-

search Center poll, 75% of reg-

istered voters who support

Trump want stricter background

checks for those who want to

buy guns.  Legislation is often

about balancing interests, in this

area, weighing the constitu-

tional rights for those who are

too mentally imbalanced to

work or manage their finances,

versus the safety and lives of the

community.  Republicans in

Congress seem to believe that

the community interest in stay-

ing alive is less important than

the right to own guns, even if

the buyer is mentally unstable.

What makes you feel safer? 

By Sheryll Bonilla 

EDITORIALS (from page 2, IN CHARLOTTESVILLE....)

What Trump did will for-

ever be a permanent stain on his

presidency and haunt him for

however long he remains presi-

dent. His inability to be a healer

of tension during a national cri-

sis, inability to bring Americans

together showed his priority of

putting divisive politics over na-

tional unity. This is reckless

leadership and in the long-term

a real threat to our national secu-

rity. The Charlottesville fiasco

was a complete collapse of

moral authority by the president

that will further isolate him not

only from Democrats and Inde-

pendents, but politicians and

Americans within his own party.

It’s astounding that the president

didn’t even find it necessary to

take time off from his vacation

to attend the funeral of Heather

Hayer, who was killed by a

white nationalist in Char-

lottesville. He missed that oppor-

tunity to close the increasingly

wide racial gap exacerbated by

Trump himself since his cam-

paign for president. Instead, he

opted to play partisan politics

and cater to his base that in-

cludes white supremacists.

What perhaps is the most

damaging development in the af-

termath of Charlottesville is that

a great segment of the country

now believes the president is in

fact a racist. His long history of

racist comments, racist policies,

could have been chalked up as

extreme partisan politics. The

verdict was inconclusive that his

racist comments and policies

translated to the president being

a racist. But the Charlottesville

incident is different. The Char-

lottesville incident lifted ambi-

guity about who the president is,

a racist, at least in the eyes of too

many Americans. Now this is

problematic, dangerous to the

cohesion of our country, and

goes against American values.

The perception, real or unreal,

that Trump is a racist delegit-

imizes his authority to a large

sector of Americans, and per-

haps what Hawaii Senator Brian

Schatz meant when he said that

Trump was not his president, a

sentiment that echoed through-

out the nation shortly after Char-

lottesville.

Senator Schatz has risen in

national prominence as one of

the most valiant and vocal lead-

ers in the aftermath of Char-

lottesville. Schatz’s strong

leadership and articulate dis-

course in mainstream media out-

lets reflect well the values and

diversity of Hawaii and of a na-

tion Americans dream of becom-

ing.

How the country moves for-

ward from Charlottesville is

questionable. The rift in our

country is far from politics as

usual. Trump’s firing of Steve

Bannon, who is seen as the pup-

peteer of alt right policies in the

Trump administration, is not

(continued on page 7)
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omy. I do not think Trump is

motivated by anything else

than for the American economy

to grow and improve. I don’t

think he is anti-immigrant,”

said Flores.

The RAISE Act intensifies

and expands the national dis-

course on immigration because

no longer is Trump and Repub-

licans saying American work-

ers and the U.S. economy have

been hurt by illegal immi-

grants, but by legal immigrants

as well.

Some see the RAISE Act

as a desperate attempt by

Trump to appease his conser-

vative base after a series of fail-

ures: the Travel Ban, no

funding for the southern border

wall, no repeal of Obamacare

nor adoption of his American

Health Care Act (AHCA). The

lingering FBI investigation

continues to plaque his admin-

istration and tax reform, that

hasn’t come up yet, seems

likely to fail too.

Angelica Salas, executive

director of the Coalition for

Humane Immigrant Rights,

predicted that the bill would

not go far in Congress and

called it “red meat to Donald

Trump’s base.”

based on family ties to one

based on skills and education.

The goal of the bill is to signif-

icantly reduce authorized im-

migrants admitted into the U.S.

each year from about 1 million

to 500,000 by 2027.

President Trump called the

RAISE Act “the most signifi-

cant reform to our immigration

system in half a century.”

“This legislation will not

only restore our competitive

edge in the 21st century, but it

will restore the sacred bonds of

trust between America and its

citizens,” said Trump at a

White House event alongside

the two Republican senators

sponsoring the bill. “This leg-

islation demonstrates our com-

p a s s i o n  f o r  s t r u g g l i n g

American families who de-

serve an immigration system

that puts their needs first and

that puts America first.”

Hawaii resident Jay Flores,

an immigrant who says he got

into the country solely based on

professional merit via a H1-B

Visa, sides with Trump on this

legislation. 

“I think it is a good way of

ensuring that the U.S. only al-

lows into the country people

who will benefit the U.S. econ-

Barring visitors from select

Muslim countries, limiting

refugees into the U.S., increas-

ing undocumented arrests, de-

portations, and pushing for a

southern border wall were all

just preludes and a dress re-

hearsal for what Trump really

wants: limiting legal immigra-

tion.

Limiting legal immigration

has just been enlisted to

Trump’s comprehensive multi-

pronged plan to stem the flow

of newcomers to the United

States. 

Up until now, the president

focused most of his immigra-

tion efforts on illegal immigra-

tion. Legal immigrants were

led to believe that they were

separate from the national dis-

course concerning Trump’s

controversial illegal immigrant

proposals.

But no more. 

Trump held a press confer-

ence along with Sens. Tom

Cotton (R-Ark) and David Per-

due (R-Ga) to introduce the

“Reforming American Immi-

gration for a Strong Economy”

or RAISE Act that would dra-

matically limit legal immigra-

tion by shifting immigration

away from the current system

Politically, the RAISE Act

is likely a bust for 2017 and

will be added to Trump’s list of

failures, but immigrant advo-

cates believe it must be taken

seriously and be fully debated

because if there is even a mod-

erate indication of support for

it, the RAISE Act, like AHCA,

is bound to be taken up again.

Johanna Puno Hester,

Asian Pacific American Labor

Alliance (APALA) National

President and Assistant Execu-

tive Director of the United Do-

mestic Workers, AFSCME

Local 3930, said ““Every day

our immigrant and refugee

communities face a new threat,

a new reason to fear living in

this country. The administra-

tion-backed RAISE Act is an-

other damaging tactic that is

not only laced with xenophobic

and anti-immigrant sentiment

but also part of a larger agenda

to strengthen white supremacy

under the guise of ‘America

First.’ Let us not be fooled by

the divisive narrative the right

wing is painting of ‘good’ ver-

sus ‘bad’ immigrant, and let us

not forget that the countless

contributions of immigrants

and refugees continue to enrich

our country at its core. We will

not tolerate efforts such as

these to scapegoat millions of

people in our immigrant com-

munities, and we will be stead-

fast in fighting for what we

know to be right, to be true, and

to value diverse people with

dignity and respect.”

Sen. Kamala Harris (D-

Calif) said the bill is an “attack

on [American] values” espe-

cially given that immigrants

helped “build this country.” 

Eliminating Extended Family

Ties

One of the most con-

tentious features of the bill is

the elimination of immigrants

to sponsor visas for extended

family members. Legal immi-

grants will no longer be able to

sponsor visas for their siblings

or even adult children to come

into the country to join them.

Only spouses and minor chil-

dren of Americans and legal

residents can come into the

country. The bill would create

a renewable temporary visa for

older sick parents who come

for caretaking purposes only.

The elimination of spon-

soring extended family will be

the biggest reduction to new

immigration. Under the current

system, most authorized immi-

grants are admitted to the U.S.

based on family ties. In 2014,

64 percent of immigrants ad-

mitted with legal residency

were immediate relatives of

American citizens or sponsored

Trump Wants Legal Immigration
Cut in Half
By Edwin Quinabo

he curtain has been raised. The final plot of the
anti-immigration saga revealed.

It turns out that President Donald Trump
wasn’t just interested in stopping illegal immigra-
tion --but slowing down immigration entirely.

T

(continued on page 5)

Ambeth R. Ocampo
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by family members, according

to the Migration Policy Insti-

tute, an independent research

organization.

The National Immigration

Law Center said the Act would

“devastate families, eliminat-

ing the traditional and long-ac-

cepted means by which family

members such as grandparents,

mothers, fathers, and siblings

are able to reunite with their

families who have emigrated to

the United States.”

The Anti-Defamation

League called the RAISE Act

“cruel, anti-family and un-

American.”

Frank Sharry, executive di-

rector of the immigration re-

form group America’s Voice,

said the elimination of ex-

tended family would dispro-

portionately affect Asian

Americans who mostly utilize

the existing family green card

categories.

M a k i n g  A m e r i c a  W h i t e

Again: Preference for Eng-

lish Speakers and the Point

System

Another major change to

immigration, the RAISE Act

would implement a new points

system for employment-based

green cards. Currently, about

140,000 employment-based

green cards are issued each

year. The new points-based

system will consider education

levels, age, future salary, and

prioritize English speakers.

Each person applying for

immigration authorization is

awarded points based on vari-

ous characteristics on a scale of

0-to-100. Applicants would

have to get at least 30 points.

On education: highest educa-

tional qualification: 13 points

for a US doctorate; a bache-

lor’s degree earns you 5 or 6, a

master’s in the science, tech-

nology or mathematics 7 or 8;

one point for a U.S. or foreign

high school diploma; On age:

people over 50 would get no

points, with younger people

being judged on a sliding scale

from two to 10 points; On Eng-

lish proficiency: applicants will

be judged by a test; the top 10

percent of test-takers will get

12 points; anyone less than

60th percentile gets no points;

On future salary: 13 points for

a job offer that paid 300% of

the median for their destination

state 5-13 points depending on

how far the wage is above the

medium wage; On invest-

ments: 12 points for a $1.8 mil-

lion investment in a U.S.

business; On achievements: 15

points for an Olympic medal,

25 points for a Nobel prize.

Flores supports the points

system. “Other countries such

as New Zealand have been

using the points system and has

ensured that those allowed into

the country will be an asset to

the economy rather than a lia-

bility,” said Flores.

Critics say the points sys-

tem is flawed and favors highly

educated, wealthy, young

adults, English-speaking immi-

grants. If an immigrant is just

lacking any one of these pre-

ferred areas, that immigrant

could be denied entry under

this rigid points system. As an

example, if you’re an advanced

polymer manufacturing com-

pany in Ohio and you want to

hire an engineer. Your new hire

has a PhD in polymers from a

U.S. university (13 points) and

you’re offering him 400 per-

cent of median wages (13

points). But he’s 53 (zero

points) and his English is only

about average for foreigners

(zero points). At 26 points, this

candidate is ineligible for a visa

despite being an asset for the

country.

Others say requiring Eng-

lish-speaking applicants is

built-in racism. It gives a leg-

up to certain countries predom-

inantly white like the United

Kingdom, Canada, Australia

and eventually will change the

immigrant pool that is mostly

Asian and Hispanic today. It

also discriminates by economic

class and excludes potential

immigrants who cannot afford

to pursue higher education to

learn English in their home

country. 

Many originally poor en-

trepreneurial immigrants who

have become successful in the

U.S. learned English after ar-

riving in the U.S.  Hundreds of

thousands of these immigrants

would have all been denied

entry if the RAISE Act was the

law of the land 20, 30, 50 years

ago. And their descendants

who have become profession-

als, doctors, scientists, educa-

tors, engineers would have

been in other countries.

The irony is that under this

system, even Friedrich Trump,

the president’s grandfather,

would likely have been denied

entry into the U.S. He was a

barber’s apprentice from

Bavaria who spoke very little

English. 

Impact on Jobs and the Econ-

omy

One of the Republican

votes that Trump would need is

Sen. Lindsey Graham of South

Carolina, who came out against

the RAISE Act. "If this pro-

posal were to become law, it

would be devastating to our

state's economy which relies

on this immigrant workforce,"

said Graham. He noted that

agriculture and tourism are two

of the largest industries in the

state, and that they would see

the biggest decrease in immi-

grant workers.

Some business leaders be-

lieve the RAISE Act will do

the opposite of what Trump

says the Act is intended to do,

help the American economy

and workers. 

“Dramatically reducing

overall immigra-

tion levels won’t

raise the standard

o f  l i v i n g  f o r

Americans,” said

Randy Johnson,

the senior vice

p r e s i d e n t  f o r

labor, immigra-

t i o n  a n d  e m -

ployee benefits at

the U.S. Chamber

of Commerce. “In

fact, it will likely

accomplish the

opposite, making

it harder for busi-

nesses, communi-

t i e s  a n d  o u r

overall economy

to grow, prosper

and create jobs for

American work-

ers.”

In addition to

D e m o c r a t s  i n

Congres s , the

RAISE Act i s

likely to face re-

s i s t a n c e  f r o m

moderate pro-

business Republi-

cans in states with

large immigrant

populations. 

(from page 4, TRUMP...) Some experts believe the

points system would also have

the unintended effect of a labor

shortage. The system is de-

signed to allow only highly ed-

ucated immigrants who are

earning incomes way above the

median income. This would

leave unfilled many lower

wage jobs that Americans do

not want, especially in agricul-

ture.

Over 70 percent of crop

workers are foreign born and

nearly half of farmhands are

not legally authorized to work

in the U.S., according to the

USDA. 

The proposed legal immi-

gration points system that fa-

vors the highly educated would

only exacerbate the problem.

Farms rely on immigrants be-

cause Americans have shied

away from grueling agricul-

tural work. Studies show that

paying higher wages are not

luring Americans into farm

work, even in a bad economy.

"It goes beyond matters of

income and wages, said Will

Rodger, director of policy com-

munications, American Farm

Bureau. "It is typical for farm-

ers and growers to pay $1-3

over minimum wage." A farm

labor report  from the National

Agricultural Statistics Service

found that the current average

wage for farm jobs is $12.75

per hour. And in some states

like California and Arizona,

pay is as high as $16-17. Amer-

icans do not take farm jobs. In

2011 when unemployment was

over 10 percent in North Car-

olina and almost 500,000 peo-

ple were without jobs, the

North Carolina Growers Asso-

ciation still could not recruit

native workers. Of the 6500

available jobs at the time, only

268 Americans applied and just

seven of the 245 people who

had been offered jobs com-

pleted the growing season, ac-

cording to a report by the

Partnership for a New Ameri-

can Economy, a bipartisan pro-

immigration reform group, and

the Center for Global Develop-

ment.

"We have documented

cases where farmers have lost

entire crops, because they sim-

ply could not find the people to

do the work," said Rodger

(continued on page 6)
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HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

T
he Hawaii Department

of Health (DOH) has

amended Chapter 50,

Food Safety Code, adding new

state food safety rules de-

signed to improve public

health protection. The new

rules that will affect all food

establishments statewide goes

into effect on Sept. 2.

One of the major rule

changes is a new mandate for

Food Handlers Education cer-

tification for persons-in-charge

at all food establishments. This

will ensure a minimum base-

line of food safety knowledge

for all facility owners and

managers. Studies have shown

that food establishments with

properly trained persons-in-

charge have a lower occur-

rence of critical food safety vi-

olations that are directly linked

to food illnesses.

The new rule requires

that at least one employee

present at every food estab-

lishment during normal work

hours (including during food

preparation) must have a for-

mal food handlers training

level certification. DOH will

accept certification recog-

nized by the American Na-

tional Standards Institute.

Training is available online

from various vendors with

fees averaging $10-$15 for

certification. Proof of certifi-

cation will be required during

health inspections after Sept.

2, 2018. DOH will allow the

industry one year to comply

with this new provision.

Other changes to the

state’s Food Safety Rules in-

clude:

Health inspectors may

post placards during all types

of inspection, including those

for general complaints, and

may post a “CLOSED” red

placard at food establish-

ments operating without a

valid permit.

DOH may refuse permit

renewals for food establish-

ments with unpaid fines or

stipulated agreements more

than 30 days overdue.

DOH approval will be re-

quired prior to the sale of all

“Wild Harvested Mush-

rooms.”

Permit exemptions will

be allowed for residential

child and adult day care

providers, and bed and

breakfast operators when cer-

tain conditions are adhered

to. While exempt from per-

mit requirements, these es-

tablishments may be subject

to state health inspections.

Exemptions will also be

allowed for the sale of “Home-

made Foods” foods that are

not potentially hazardous (e.g.

certain pre-packaged foods).

While exempt from permit re-

quirements, these establish-

ments may also be subject to

state health inspections. 

Special Event Temporary

Food Establishment permits

will be restricted to 31 days

at a time. Consecutive per-

mits may be allowed. Permit

fees will remain at $100 for a

20-day permit with an addi-

tional $5 fee for each day

over 20 days.

The section of the rules

for Mobile Food Establish-

ments has been removed and

these regulations will be in-

corporated into the general

regulations for all food estab-

lishments. All Mobile Food

Establishments are required

to access a state approved fa-

cility to support their food

operations safely.

Full adoption of the 2013

FDA Model Food Code to in-

clude regulations governing

reduced oxygen packaging.

This will provide Hawaii

with the most current nation-

ally recognized food safety

practices based on the most

recent scientific studies con-

ducted on food safety. 

The DOH Sanitation

Branch protects and promotes

the health of Hawaii residents

and visitors through education

of food industry workers and

regulation of food establish-

ments statewide. The branch

conducts health inspections of

food establishments where

food products are prepared,

manufactured, distributed, or

sold. The branch also investi-

gates the sources of food borne

illnesses, and works to control

and prevent foodborne out-

breaks. Health inspectors work

with business owners, food

service workers, and the food

industry to ensure safe food

preparation and conditions.  

For more information on

the department’s food safety

p r o g r a m  g o  t o

http://health.hawaii.gov/san/.

Martin, director of food system

policy, Johns Hopkins Center

for a Livable Future.

The National Immigration

Forum said the country is al-

ready projected to face a work

force gap of 7.5 million jobs by

2020. “Cutting legal immigra-

tion for the sake of cutting im-

migration would cause

irreparable harm to the Ameri-

can worker and their family,”

said Ali Noorani, the group’s

executive director.

With the Baby Boomer

workforce coming to an end,

economists believe immigra-

tion is needed to sustain eco-

nomic growth.

Statistics show that legal

immigration, even without any

changes, has already been sta-

ble and flat for the last 15

years. The same is true of ille-

gal immigration that has been

stable and relatively low.

It’s argued that the RAISE

Act’s rigid point system and

elimination of extended family

ties could in fact increase ille-

gal migration while decreasing

legal immigration. 

Fate of the RAISE Act

The RAISE Act would

need 60 votes to stop a Demo-

cratic filibuster. Currently the

Republicans control 52 seats in

the Senate, meaning 8 Democ-

rats or independents would

have to break ranks for it to be

passed. The likelihood is the

fate of the RAISE Act will

come after next year’s midterm

elections. Should Republicans

win enough seats for a super-

majority (60 plus) seats, the

RAISE Act could become the

law of the land and immigra-

tion as it stands today, will un-

dergo massive changes.

Immigrants and Americans

who understand the importance

of legal immigration should

know what is at stake in next

year’s midterm election. It will

be the most important midterm

election ever for immigrant

communities. The RAISE Act

is a partisan Republican legis-

lation and reveals what this

party would want in immigra-

tion reform. All the cards are

now on the table for Americans

to see. Targeting illegal immi-

grants was just a part of the Re-

publican agenda; the other and

most damaging part Americans

now know through the RAISE

Act is that Republicans want

legal immigration slashed by

50 percent, favoring rich,

highly educated, English

speaking immigrants. 

The Anne Frank Center for

Mutual Respect called the

RAISE Act an “ethnic purity

test that harkens to the worst in

world history.” 

COVER STORY (from page 5, TRUMP WANTS....)

New Food Safety Rules Goes into Effect for
Food Establishments

ALS Residence Initiatives:
Hawaii and Texas Experiences
Wednesday, September 6, 2017, 5:30pm

1) Central 7th-Day Adventist Church

2313 Nuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96817; AND 

2) West Hawaii CC-Palamanui (via video teleconference),

73-4225 Ane Keohokalole Hwy, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740

Guest Speaker: Peter Quortrop, President/Executive Di-

rector, ALS Living Fund

TITLE OF TALK: Living Well with ALS: Two Initia-

tives

This is a FREE event.  Heavy pupus will be offered at

both sites, so please RSVP by Monday, September 4, deb-

soxo@gmail.com or 256-3932.  
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FEATURE

By Amado I. Yoro

6 years ago

today, August 29,

Gumil Hawaii

welcomed me the

first time I at-

tended its

monthly board meeting.

My father, Tosong, arrived

in Hawaii on February 19, 1971.

He landed his first job in a wa-

tercress field as a utility worker

and immediately wrote in his

first letter to me: “Kaasi ni Apo

Dios, naipilakon ti petisionko

kadakayo a dua ken ni Adim

Elias iti tulong ti Avecilla

Travel”

JULY 30, 1971, I arrived

from the Philippines as an immi-

grant, a grandson of a 1926

sakada Apo Ikko, an oiler helper

at the sugar plantation. 

The realization of my dream

and wishes to go abroad came

true. New world. New begin-

ning. 

It must have been a blessing

in disguise that one afternoon,

August 3, 1971, at my auntie’s

house where I lived at the time,

the telephone rang and my uncle

at the other end said: “Adda ni

Mrs. Saludes ditoy balay, kayat-

naka a kasarita.  Kasaom ”.

“Welcome to Hawaii,

Amado,” said Mrs. Saludes on

the telephone.

“Thank you Mrs. Saludes.

Naggasatakon  ta makapagsari-

tata, congratulations, nabasak iti

Bannawag; nabangonyon ti

Gumil Hawaii ! How can I join.

“Thank God, we did it with

all the support of our co-organiz-

ers. I know you are a writer. We

are counting on you, the door is

open”

As a farm boy from a very

young age, my first love of writ-

ing was fiction (poetry, short

story, sarindaniw, bukanegan].

Eventually, I began to love non-

fiction writing as well.   Simple

and humble beginning, I came

from a Gumil group from my

barrio Tapao, Sinait, Ilocos Sur

with the Sta Cruz Writers Guild

1963; Sinait Writer Association,

Gumil Sinait, Gumil Ilocos Sur,

in the 60s and Gumil Filipinas.  I

attended the 3rd Gumil Filipinas

National Conference held at the

Dona Gregoria Syquia Rivera

Library and Museum on May

26-27, 1967, Vigan, Ilocos Sur

representing Gumil Sinait, and

also a member of the Gumil IIo-

cos Sur.  

Gumil Hawaii was the first

writers’ organization in Hawaii

that I knew of. Mrs. Pacita

Saludes is a founder. Not new in

organizing GUMIL- Gunglo

Dagiti Mannurat nga Ilokano, as

a national and international asso-

ciation of Ilokano writers, she

was Business manager of Gumil

Filipinas and founder of the

Gumil Abra.  

September 11, 1971   Mrs.

Saludes invited me to attend the

coronation of Miss Charity Lina

Saludes at the Our Lady of the

Mount Hall in Kalihi for the Fil-

ipino Catholic Club and  ren-

dered a daniw to the queen. 

I remember vividly my first

involvement with Gumil Hawaii

[GH] on Labor Day September

3-4, 1971. It was a literary work-

shop and I was one of the re-

source speakers. My topic was

“How and Why I Write Poetry,

iti Bukodko a padas.”  The

workshop was held at the

Miguel residence at Ahuula St.,

Kalihi.

I came to know many re-

spected community leaders like

Felipe Madarang, Rev. Matias

Miguel, Rev. Juan Dahilig, Mel-

chor Agag, Jr., Antone Cacatian,

Graciano Soriano, Clemente

Duclayan, Atty. Peter Aduja,

Emilio Alcon, Roland Bueno,

Mario Orbito, to name a few.

Gumil Hawaii’s goals and

objectives are very noble:  to

preserve, promote, propagate

and enrich, literary, arts and cul-

tural heritage through publica-

tion, media and printed books.

I was elected as sergeant-at-

arms and served as chairperson

in various committees: Drama,

Book, Miss GH Search, Semi-

nar/Workshop.

My association with the

members made me feel like

“home” and part of the history

making.

With my writing back-

ground in college, and other

publications, Gumil Hawaii has

been one way for me to share

with others my writings and to

prove to myself my skill as “an

Ilokano writer.” Also, to dispel

what Kulapu [fellow student at

DWCL] said about me: “Amado

is not a writer, he cannot go that

far as far as writing is concern.”

I was a contributing writer to the

Williamites and the Review, a

college   organ for DWCL and

NWC, respectively.

In a contrary, Bannawag Lit-

erary Editor Juan S.P. Hidalgo,

Jr. said in his Bannawag column

PUGON: Amado ti poet laureate

in Hawaii residence-No adda

rumbeng a makoronaan, isu ti

pakaipaayanna” Hulio 1977

issue. Those comments inspired

me and motivated me most to

keep on writing.

I was able to write a hun-

dreds of poems, stories, novel-

ettes, novels published and

unpublished: Sabong Met No

Maminsan Ti Biag, Ti Ramut

ken Sagibo Dagiti Baniaga-

novel; Special Assignment: Proj-

ect Relocation-novel Ti Orkidia

Ni Michelle ken Ti Arbis Iti Ag-

matuon-novel, Adda Pitpiting a

Napan Idiay Hawaii-novelette,

Agsinatan-novelette, Dagiti Pal-

imed Ti Ared-ed a Saem ken

lagip iti Barukong Dagiti Nabati.

Miss Gumil Hawaii corona-

tion----In May-June 1982, as a

co-chair for Miss Gumil Hawaii

Search Committee with Felipe

Abinsay, Jr. and at the same time

president of the Oahu Filipino

Council, I was fortunate to go to

the Philippines with the Miss

Gumil Hawaii 1982 Maria Lina

Pascua, Mrs. Saludes and the

group. 

Beside my involvement in

book publication-an anthologies

of GH, editor, co-editor and Ed-

itorial Consultant of the follow-

ing GH books: Bin-I, Dawa

Agtangkayagen Ti Init, Gumil

Hawaii: Sangapulo a Tawen.

Some of my Short Story entries

that won include: Naggasatkan,

Johnny, 3rd prize, 1976, Dagiti

Sabong Iti Ngalay ti Dalan, 6th

GUMIL HAWAII:
A Welcoming Group
of Ilokano Writers
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enough to calm the ire of Amer-

icans who hold the president

himself responsible for his

words and actions. Nazis and the

KKK are in fact as great or a

greater threat to the U.S. than in-

ternational terrorists. Condemn-

ing them should have been

simple, instinctual. These two

groups are radicalized, net-

worked, heavily armed, commit

murder against minorities and

favor a separate state divided

along racial lines. They are ene-

mies of the state that should

never be welcomed by any

leader of our country to be a part

of his or her political base. 

Republicans who joined De-

mocrats in condemning these

groups and called out Trump for

his opaque repudiation should be

applauded for not putting poli-

tics over country. More Repub-

licans should make it very clear

that racism is in direct counter to

American values and morals.

Should Trump continue to play

an ambiguous game flirting with

extreme racist groups that sup-

port his presidency, he is not de-

serving of Republicans’ support,

even if the president belongs to

the same political party.  Some

of the largest corporations and

unions also showed moral lead-

ership by cutting ties with the

Trump administration over this

incident. Republicans must be

open to doing even more should

Trump continue to lead our

country down a deeper hole.  

Even after Charlottesville,

the shocking reality is that polls

show Trump continues to have

considerable support from his

base with a majority of Repub-

licans still backing the presi-

dent. Americans cannot blame

the president alone for our cur-

rent state of racial tension. All

Americans must look in the

mirror, rethink how we possibly

contribute to hate in our com-

munities, and stop being en-

ablers of this demagogue who

clearly is capitalizing on the

politics of hate in a way we’ve

never seen a president do in

modern American history. The

signs cannot be more telling,

more blinding and urgent that

hate-based politics must stop

before it’s too late.

EDITORIALS (from page 3, IN CHARLOTTESVILLE....)

(continued on page 13)
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By Emil Guillermo

CANDID PERSPECTIVES

As Far As Harvey Goes, Trump, Not
Exactly the Comforter-In-Chief

e know Trump

isn’t much for

reading or de-

tail, has a short

attention span

and seems to

only care about ratings, or how

many people are at his rallies.

Sadly that includes

Trump’s first Texas visit for a

Harvey de-briefing.

The president seemed

more interested in the size of

the crowd to greet him than in

the tens of thousands who were

homeless from the hurricane

His message had the tone

you’d expect to hear from a

business leader pumping up his

sales force.

“We love you. You are spe-

cial. We’re here to take care,”

Trump blared to a cheering

crowd. “ It’s going well. And I

want to thank you for coming

out. We’re going to get you

back and operating immedi-

ately....,Thank you everybody.

What a crowd what a turnout.”

After 50 inches of rain,

thousands displaced, a modern

megapolis and its environs in

ruins, it’s not exactly warm and

fuzzy Trump. 

But America wanted a

business guy to lead it, and a

business guy they got. Rah-

rah?

Trump, who is barely

draining the swamp is unlikely

to accelerate the draining of

Harvey. After his less than

comforting performance in

Texas, he was on to Missouri

where he announced a tax re-

form plan that made you won-

der how he was going to make

good on any Harvey promises.

Among his budget  hits:

$667 million in FEMA fund-

ing, about $200 million from

the National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration  to

help coastal states prepare for

climate change events.  There’s

also $190 million from the Na-

tional Flood Insurance Pro-

gram, $62 million from the

Weather Service, and $114 mil-

lion in disaster assistance from

the Agriculture Department.

The Trump business ap-

proach cuts government and

cuts taxes for businesses prima-

rily—a reduction to just 15 per-

cent. 

Basicallly, it’s tax cuts for

the rich. And then let volun-

teers do the government stuff. 

Sort of like the calls for

DIY-disaster relief being staged

in Houston. If Trump’s version

of trickle down passes get used

to it. 

Though after seeing what

Amercians are going through

in Texas, the massive budget

cuts just seem strange and

heartless.

Post-Harvey politics is

going to redefine small govern-

ment conservatism. 

When Sen. Ted Cruz starts

asking the feds for what sure to

be trillions to fix Texas, he’ll

definitely be turning in his Tea

Party song book and singing a

different tune.

And Trump? He doesn’t

know what he’s doing.

Harvey is proof of that.

HARVEY’S HUMANITY

It’s good to see all the sto-

ries of good will coming out of

Texas. That’s been a plus.

"This is the good part about

this storm," said Ed Gor, the

president of the Chinese Amer-

ican Citizens Alliance told me

by phone. He lives in Houston

W

and wasn’t forced to evacuate.

But he witnessed so many ex-

amples of strangers helping

strangers.

"You have Hispanic and

White and African American

helping Chinese people,” Gor

said. “ I saw a Vietnamese guy,

his car had stalled, and this

African American and White

helped the people there push

his car out of the water. This is

the thing about humanity that is

good in natural disasters."

Houston is going to need a

lot of that in the weeks to

come.

I asked him if he thought

the president has done enough. 

At the time I called, the

president had made a few per-

functory tweets. But nothing

that expressed any concern for

the human toll that was taking

place in real time.

Nothing to indicate Trump

really knew how the presi-

dency works to help us all as a

nation during a massive natural

disaster.

Trump did, however, see it

fit to tweet/plug a friend's book,

mention something about a trip

to Missouri, and tweet more on

his border wall.

There were tweets about

meetings and FEMA. But noth-

ing to indicate he really gave a

hoot for the people struggling

with Harvey.

Nothing with any heart.

You'd expect that from a

leader. No matter what party.

But after Charlottesville,

we should know we don't have

that kind of leader.

We have a me-first leader

who elevates the neo-Nazis and

white supremacists among his

base nationalistic support. How

else to explain his "both sides"

and "many fine people" talk?

We have a guy whose Sec-

retary of State, Rex Tillerson,

when asked if Trump's re-

sponse represents "American

values," answers tersely on Fox

News Sunday, "The president

speaks for himself."  

We know how Trump ex-

plains it all.

In Phoenix, he purpose-

fully misrepresented what he

said to his followers. 

And the media manipula-

tion doesn't end there. With

Harvey's encroachment on

Texas, we have a leader who

used that news to shield the

dumping of more significant

negative news on the country

when all attention should have

been focused on the storm.

Maybe his should have

too. 

But is there any better

time to formalize a discrimina-

tory transgender ban in the

military?

And it's probably the best

time to unveil the polarizing

announcement of his pardon

of Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio-

-who was convicted of ille-

gally racially profiling

Latinos. 

Is there any doubt what

our divider-in-chief represents? 

He likes pre-1965 Amer-

ica. Pre-civil rights America,

when our country was not so

diverse.

And despite his preference

to be president for only some of

us, we've come to expect a pres-

ident to offer something to show

concern and lift the spirits of all

those suffering in Texas.

Something more signifi-

cant than a 140 character tweet.

That's what a leader is sup-

posed to do.

Gor said he’d be happy if

FEMA was able to do its job

and the government was able to

deliver on monies to rebuild.

But then Trump offered up

his tax reform plan, and well,

who knows how long Houston

will be treading water.

MY HOUSTON EXPERIENCE

I used to live in Houston.

I'd say I did a fair amount of

my growing up there as a nine-

teen-year-old announcer at the

major rock station of the time,

KLOL. 

I remember reading flash

flood warnings from the wires

during times like these. And

then not heeding the warnings,

I drove onto a flooded street in

my low-riding car. I know the

pain of Houston floods.

The memories came back

as I watched the news dis-

patches from Texas. 

Water, water everywhere.

And the damage is unfath-

omable. Heartbreaking. 

The only thing missing is a

president offering empathy and

comfort for everyone touched

by Harvey.

If only we had that kind of

president.

Sadly after that first visit to

Texas and then seeing his tax

plan, we know what kind of

president we got.

And it’s not the one a post-

Harvey nation needs.

eMIL GUILLerMo is an

award-winning journalist and com-

mentator who writes from Northern

California. He recently won the

2015 Dr. Suzanne Ahn Award for

Civil Rights and Social Justice from

the Asian American Journalists As-

sociation California. Listen to his

podcast: Emil Amok’s Takeout

http://emilamokstakeout.libsyn.com

/website
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ntipolo is steep in

myths and leg-

ends. And high

above its hills is

a place where

folklore and real-

ity cohabit the Pinto Art Mu-

seum. The museum is a home

to Philippine contemporary art

and a shelter for artists from all

walks of life.

Perched on a verdant land

of 1.3 hectares is an art para-

dise. Yes, Pinto Art Museum,

located at No. 1 Sierra Madre

Street in Antipolo City, is a des-

tination that needs to be discov-

ered and rediscovered because

it is a repository of Philippine

culture and heritage as seen

through a thousand and one art-

works on display. You enter the

museum and an antique pinto

(door) with an old little bell

above it welcomes you. Upon

entry, statues made alternately

of bricks and other materials

accompany you immediately to

your excursion. In this beauti-

ful contemporary art space are

several art galleries in open-air

Mediterranean-inspired villas,

shrouded by well-maintained

gardens and landscaped greens.

The artworks on display

are from the massive collec-

tions of Dr. Joven Cuanang,

owner of the Pinto Art Mu-

seum. He started collecting

wooden art when he was still a

young boy.

Right beside the gallery is

the Rizal Café that serves pas-

tas, sandwiches and desserts.

Among our favorites are the

signature burger, tamarind

shake, and the vongole pasta.

The fruit trees and hard-

wood abundant in the open

patches of the museum calm

your senses as you begin to ex-

plore every nook and cranny of

this art paradise. The excitement

of a new discovery begins with

the narrow arched entrance that

welcomes you into the gallery. 

A quaint little chapel greets

you as you walk past the

gallery. (Celebrated and up-

coming artists have exhibited at

the Pinto Gallery.) The chapel

is awash in white; at its altar is

an image of the Pieta with only

a wooden sculpture of the

Dying Christ; The Madonna is

not in sight. It’s a good start to

help us ponder what the mu-

seum is all about.

Before we could even ex-

plore the museum, we were

led to the new addition of the

Pinto gallery, which is the

Pinto Academy for Arts and

Sciences for Healing and

Wholeness. Dr. Cuanang, for-

mer medical director of St.

Luke’s Hospital, says that in

earlier times, the arts have al-

ways played an integral part in

the attainment of a well-lived

life. (I will discuss this further

in my future column.)

In the galleries, there are

numerous artworks that will

tickle your fancy. What got my

attention was the depiction of a

shoe box which was gigantic in

size. The artwork is titled “Lo-

long and Loleng” by Demetrio

de la Cruz. The artist reminds

us that all luxury bags despite

their brands and ridiculous

Rediscovering
Pinto Art Museum,
A Paradise in
Antipolo
RENDEZVOUS by Christine Dayrit 

A

(continued on page 14)

A bell tower overlooking Pinto Art Museum
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resident Donald

T r u m p ’ s  a p -

proval ratings

improved by 6

percentage points

in a Quinnipiac

survey taken after the Char-

lottesville controversy, despite

criticism by major media out-

lets and politicians on both

sides of the political spectrum

over his response to the deadly

protests. Trump’s approval

went from 33 percent prior to

Charlottesville to 39 percent

after. Thirty-nine percent is still

considered low for a presi-

dent’s approval, but it is still

higher than both Bush presi-

dencies that dipped into the 20s

at times.

A stunning 81 percent of

Republican respondents ex-

pressed approval for the presi-

dent, while 94 percent of

Democrats said they disap-

proved of the job he was doing.

A majority of Independent re-

spondents also disapproved of

Trump.

The poll result comes as a

surprise after critics from the

highest level of government,

military officials, and counter

hate protestors slammed the

president. Some political ana-

lysts see this trend similar to

the pre-election pattern that

showed massive disapproval of

the president by the media and

establishment only to see

Trump end up winning the

presidential election.

Following the death of pro-

testor Heather Hayer who was

killed by a white supremacist

during a hate rally put together

by Nazis and the Ku Klux

Klan, Trump criticized people

on “many sides” for being re-

sponsible for the violence. His

remark drew widespread criti-

cism for suggesting a moral

equivalence between the two

hate groups and the protestors.

The following day he read a

scripted response that con-

demned the hate groups. The

day after, the president spoke

off the cuff and reverted back

to his original comment that

both sides were to blame,

adding that there were “many

fine people on both sides” of

the protest.

Due to Trump’s reluctance

to denounce Nazis unequivo-

cally, several top CEOs from

some of the country’s largest

companies and union quit

Trump’s manufacturing coun-

cil and economic advisory

council -- two major business

councils that were responsible

for helping with Trump’s plan

for strengthening manufactur-

ing and jobs creation. The

wave of CEO departures forced

the president to disband both

councils. 

CEO of Merck, Ken

Frazier, who quit Trump’s

manufacturing council said:

“Our country's strength comes

from its diversity and the con-

tributions made by men and

women of different faiths,

races, sexual orientations and

political beliefs. America's

leaders must honor our funda-

mental values by clearly reject-

ing expressions of hatred,

bigotry and group supremacy,

which run counter to the Amer-

ican ideal that all people are

created equal. As CEO of

Merck and as a matter of per-

sonal conscience, I feel a re-

sponsibility to take a stand

against intolerance and extrem-

ism.”

CEO of JP Morgan Chase,

Jamie Dimon said: “Racism,

intolerance and violence are al-

ways wrong. The equal treat-

ment of all people is one of our

nation's bedrock principles.

There is no room for equivoca-

tion here: the evil on display by

these perpetrators of hate

Trump Still Popular Among Base and Republicans
Following Charlottesville Controversy 

should be condemned and has

no place in a country that draws

strength from our diversity and

community.”

Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn)

offered one of the most power-

ful criticism of Trump: "The

president has not yet been able

to demonstrate the stability nor

some of the competence that he

needs to demonstrate in order

to be successful. He also re-

cently has not demonstrated

that he understands the charac-

ter of this nation. He has not

demonstrated that he under-

stands what has made this na-

tion great and what it is today.”

Other prominent Republi-

cans -- Sens. John McCain,

Marco Rubio, and Jeff Flake --

criticized Trump’s response.

White Nationalists at Char-

lottesville

Nazis and the KKK, armed

themselves with shields, sticks,

and combat gear chanting:

“Jews will not replace us.”

Nazis and the KKK have a his-

tory of murder, lynching, and

believe in a segregated country

along racial lines. Members

speak of achieving this end

even if it includes using vio-

lence and having separate

states for Whites and non-

Whites. Since 9/11, there has

been more killings by white na-

tionalists in the U.S. than for-

eign terrorists yet the Trump

administration has diverted

money to combat homegrown

terrorism by hate groups such

as the KKK to fighting interna-

tional terrorism. The KKK and

white supremacist groups are

highly networked and armed.

During the white national-

ist rally in Charlottesville, for-

mer KKK leader David Duke

said the event is in line with

President Trump’s promises.

“This represents a turning

point for the people of this

country. We are determined to

take our country back. We are

going to fulfill the promises of

Donald Trump. That’s what we

believed in. That’s why we

voted for Donald Trump, be-

cause he said he’s going to take

our country back.”

After President Trump

condemned the “alt-left” for

“charging at the alt-right,”

David Duke responded to

Trump’s remark on Twitter:

“Thank you President Trump

for your honesty and courage

to tell the truth about Char-

lottesville and condemn the

leftist terrorists in BLM/An-

tifa,”

White nationalist groups

praised Trump’s initial com-

ments about the protests in

which he denounced violence

“on all sides,” rather than di-

rectly condemning white su-

premacism. 

While it took the events

following Charlottesville for

some people to have a strong

opinion that Trump is a racist,

others are not surprised and

contend that the president has a

long history of racism.

History of Racism According

to the DNC

The Democratic National

Convention issued an outline

of Trump’s history of racism.

1969: A black family in

Cincinnati sues the Trump fam-

ily for discriminating against

them at a housing complex that

was managed by Donald

Trump.  The Trump employee

who managed the complex on

site allegedly told the plaintiff

that he would never get an

apartment, and called a housing

organization representative a

“n----- lover.”  Donald Trump

would later describe the em-

ployee as a “fabulous man” and

an “amazing manager” in his

first book. 

1973: The Department of

Justice files a lawsuit against

Trump Management, founded

By HFC Staff

P

(continued on page 11)
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State Lawmakers Take on Funding
for Rail Project in Special Session

T
he Hawaii State Legis-

lature convened for a

special session to hash

out funding for the City and

County of Honolulu’s rail

project that is expected to cost

$8.2 billion.

As of press time, the state

Senate passed Senate Bill 4 that

would generate $2.37 billion in

bailout funds for the rail proj-

ect. The Senate voted 16-9.

Senate Bill 4 crossed over to

the House where it passed the

House committees on Trans-

portation and Finance, and

awaits a full House vote.

If the Senate and House

reach an agreement and SB 4

is signed by the governor, it

would raise the statewide hotel

room tax by 1 percentage

point for 13 years to raise

$1.04 billion, and would ex-

tend the half-percent general

excise tax surcharge on Oahu

for another three years to raise

another $1.32 billion for rail.

The rail project has faced

public outcry and criticism for

its runaway costs. The esti-

mated cost in 2014 was $5.26

billion but current estimates

have it closer to $10 billion to

complete.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell esti-

mates that even with the State

bail out money proposed by

the Senate, the rail project

would still need about $600 to

$900 million more.

“If in fact the numbers do

prove to be correct and we do

not face a shortfall, I will

breathe sigh of relief,” Cald-

well said. “Otherwise we’re

going to be faced with things I

don’t want to have to do. Rais-

ing real property taxes is

something I don’t want to do.

Having our bond ratings slip

— I don’t want to see. And

most of all, I don’t want to cut

down on the core public serv-

ices that we provide to the

City and County of Honolulu

and the taxpayers.”

Representatives from the

tourist industry expressed op-

position to Senate Bill 4’s 1

percentage point increase (to

10.25 percent) of the transient

accommodations tax (TAT),

fearing that the increase could

scare off visitors.

Neighbor islands elected

officials also opposed the bill

saying that their islands should

not have to pay for the Hon-

olulu project.

The state emergency

funding for the rail project

failed earlier this year in the

2017 regular session.

Other areas regarding Rail

funding to be explored this

special session:

*The current method of

collecting the hotel room tax

remains the same. It is col-

lected statewide and goes di-

rectly into the general fund,

not to the island where it is

collected. Each county re-

ceives a specified amount of

the tax regardless of total

amounts collected. Raising the

tax does not change that

amount.

*Permanently increase the

counties’ share of the TAT

from its current $93 million

base to $103 million. 

*Reduce the State Depart-

ment of Taxation’s administra-

tive fee on the GET surcharge

from 10 percent to one per-

cent.

*Require a state run audit

of the rail project and annual

financial reviews.

Currently, the GET sur-

charge is automatically trans-

ferred to the city on a quarterly

basis without any oversight.

This bill will change that prac-

tice to ensure accountability

and transparency by having

the Comptroller review and

approve the expenses before

the City and HART are reim-

bursed. It also establishes bet-

ter internal control and ensures

that waste and fraud does not

occur.

House Speaker Scott K.

Saiki (Kakaako, Downtown)

said the $2.378 billion funding

shortfall package will fund the

rail project through Ala Moana

and will not jeopardize the

$1.55 billion in federal fund-

ing.

“By working with our col-

leagues in the Senate, the Leg-

islature has come up with a

concrete plan to fund the rail

project that will reduce the

overall costs while shifting

some of the regressive tax bur-

den away from our residents,

who are struggling to make

ends meet,” Saiki said. “This

plan will not have a direct im-

pact on neighbor island county

budgets.

“We have taken a long

look at the rail project and

have heard the concerns of

residents during our joint pub-

lic hearing on rail funding this

month. This is a critical infra-

structure project for Hawaii.

We are not giving the City a

blank check but instead insist-

ing on audits and financial re-

views and expenditures to

provide complete transparency

for our taxpayers.”

by Fred Trump and run at the

time by Donald Trump, for dis-

criminating against minorities

at 39 buildings in New York

and Virginia. The DOJ alleged

that Trump’s company would

inform black renters that apart-

ments were not available when

there were in fact vacancies

and that staffers were in-

structed to use codes – like the

letter “C” for “colored” – in

order to determine if an appli-

cation belonged to a black po-

tential renter so it could be

rejected.

1975: After a legal battle in

which Donald Trump counter-

sued the U.S. government

complaining that his company

was being forced to rent to wel-

fare recipients, the Trumps

reach a historic settlement with

the DOJ in which they prom-

ised not to discriminate against

minority renters.

1978: Just three years after

reaching a settlement with the

DOJ, the government accuses

the Trumps of violating the

terms of the agreement, citing

numerous examples of the

Trumps continuing to deny

apartments to minorities and

steering minority renters to

specific properties.

1982: Trump’s companies

are once again sued for dis-

criminating against African-

Americans in a suit alleging

that minority renters were

turned away from properties

with vacancies immediately

before white applicants were

told that apartments were avail-

able.  In defending themselves,

lawyers for Trump and the co-

defendants made a series of de-

meaning and racially-charged

arguments, including charac-

terizing the plaintiffs as igno-

rant, lacking honesty and

integrity, and even attempted to

make an issue out of one plain-

tiff’s fathering of illegitimate

children.  In one exchange,

Trump’s own lawyer ques-

tioned an African-American

plaintiff about whether he had

ever been involved in a “black

or militant movement.”  After

losing an effort to have the

judge reject the group as a

class, the co-defendants settled

the suit in 1984.

1980s: According to a for-

mer Trump casino employee,

“When Donald and Ivana came

to the casino, the bosses would

order all the black people off

the floor. … They put us all in

the back.”

1989: Trump wades into

the “Central Park 5” crisis by

paying for a racially-provoca-

tive newspaper ad warning of

“roving bands of wild crimi-

nals” and making a series of

racially-charged and incendiary

comments about suspects in the

case, who are later exonerated.

1989: During an interview,

Trump says ''a well-educated

black has a tremendous advan-

tage over a well-educated

white in terms of the job mar-

ket. I think sometimes a black

may think they don't have an

advantage or this and that…

I've said on one occasion, even

about myself, if I were starting

off today, I would love to be a

well-educated black, because I

believe they do have an actual

advantage.''

1990: Trump responds to

reports that he keeps a book of

Adolf Hitler’s speeches by his

bed by confirming that he has

the book but insisting it was

sent by “a man who I think is

Jewish” and threatening to sue

the outlet that reported the

story.

1991: Trump was fined

$200,000 after one of his casi-

nos repeatedly moved minority

and female dealers off of the
(continued on page 12)
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The Hawaii State Legislature in session.
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Jet Lag and Food for Brain Fog
SAVOIR FAIRE By Mayenne Carmona

riends tell me all

the time that they

need a vacation

after their vaca-

tion in Europe or

the US. The obvious reason is

their dysfunctional sleeping

pattern — “jet lag” in simple

terms. Sleep deprivation is no

laughing matter and could

cause havoc to one’s health

and compromise the immune

system. Furthermore, not hav-

ing enough sleep makes one

lethargic and slow-witted.

The brain is foggy and reflex

impulse is slow or non-func-

tional.  Taking tons of coffee

to get through the day is not a

good solution either as one

could have heart palpitations

from the caffeine. Taking lots

of liquids will disrupt what-

ever sleep you need to catch as

the bladder has to be emptied

every so often. Some friends

say taking a lot of water works

for them so take the course

that works best for you.

Jet lag is caused when

travel to different time zones

throws off our circadian

rhythm — the biological clock

that helps control our sleeping

and waking time.  It normally

lasts four to five days, but

some take longer to adjust.

Suggestions of getting over jet

lag by sleep experts are sensi-

ble, but they don’t really work

for me. Of course, the fastest

way is to take sleeping pills,

which I don’t want to resort to

as it could be addictive.  My

doctor prescribed me three

milligrams of melatonin, to be

taken two hours before bed-

time, which is a more natural

cure.  

According to nutrition ex-

pert Sue Mosebar, there are

foods that help the brain get

through “brain fog.” I plan to

eat these foods to get over my

jet lag and my lack of focus.

However, these are foods that

one should eat often and not

only during “jet lag” days. 

1. salmon. It has brain-

healthy omega 3, protein, and

minerals such as vitamin B12

and potassium, making it a

powerful brain-boosting food.

The human brain is made up

of nearly 60-percent fat and

omega 3 is the predominant

type of fat found in the brain.

Simply put, when it comes to

brain health, omega 3 is king

and studies show that increas-

ing consumption of omega 3

through fatty fish and supple-

ments can improve reaction

time, memory, and cognitive

function.  

2. nuts and seeds. They

provide healthy fats, fiber

(which supports healthy blood

sugar, a key to banishing brain

fog), numerous vitamins and

minerals (such as vitamin E,

manganese, and copper),

amino acids and polyphenols

(which slow down the aging

process in the brain by com-

F

you have to check and see

whether or not they’re real In-

dians…I made a statement,

they don’t look like Indians to

me.”

2000: As part of his ongo-

ing campaign against Native

American casinos, Trump se-

cretly finances a series of

newspaper advertisements in

upstate New York that accused

a Native American tribe of

being involved in criminal ac-

tivity.  One advertisement sug-

gests that the tribe is involved

in drug trafficking.

2005: Trump floats a race

war version of ‘The Appren-

tice,’ pitting an “assortment” of

blacks “against whites.”

2011: Trump begins ped-

dling doubts that Obama was

born in the United States and

suggests Obama may not be re-

leasing his birth certificate be-

cause “where it says ‘religion,’

it might have ‘Muslim.’ And if

you’re a Muslim, you don’t

change your religion.”  

2011: Trump says there is

“absolutely” A ‘Muslim prob-

lem’ in the world, adding that

“I don’t notice Swedish people

knocking down the World

Trade Center.”

2012: After President

Obama produced his long-form

birth certificate, Trump tweets

that an “'extremely credible

source' has called my office

and told me that @barack-

obama's birth certificate is a

fraud.”

2013: Trump outlines a

racially-charged immigration

platform in a speech to the

Conservative Political Action

Conference (CPAC), telling the

crowd that the U.S. should

open its borders more for Euro-

pean immigrants –  “people

whose sons went to Harvard.”

2013: Trump tweets that

the “overwhelming amount of

violent crimes in our major

cities is committed by blacks

and hispanics.”

2013: Trump continues

casting doubt on the legiti-

macy of the Obama presi-

dency, telling an interviewer

he has “no idea” whether

Obama was born in the United

States and that “nobody

knows” whether his birth cer-

tificate was real.

J u n e  2 0 1 5 : T r u m p

launches his presidential cam-

paign with a speech in which

he labeled Mexican immigrants

as criminals, rapists, and drug

smugglers.

July 2015: Trump doubles

down on his statements about

Mexican immigrants amid a

torrent of criticism, adding that

“tremendous infectious disease

is pouring across the border.”

Aug. 2015: Trump re-

sponds to a question about

white supremacists’ support for

him by saying “a lot of people

like me.”

Oct. 2015: Trump quotes a

tweet that says “I cannot be-

lieve the increase in illegals

here in San Antonio Texas. We

are the minority constantly dis-

criminated against.”

Nov. 2015: Trump says a

Black Lives Matter protester

who interrupted one of his ral-

lies was “so obnoxious and so

loud” that “maybe he should

have been roughed up.”

Nov. 2015: Trump retweets

inaccurate crime statistics that

appeared to originate from a

Neo-Nazi Twitter user claiming

blacks were responsible for the

vast majority of killings.

Dec. 2015: Trump invokes

a series of stereotypes about

Jews during a speech to the Re-

publican Jewish Coalition,

making comments about the

audience’s negotiating skills

and money.

Dec. 2015: Trump pro-

poses a “total complete shut-

down of Muslims entering the

United States,” citing polling

he said showed “great hatred

towards Americans by large

segments of the Muslim popu-

lations.”  The next day, Trump

defends his proposal by citing

the internment of Japanese,

German and Italian Americans

during World War II.

casino floor to accommodate a

racist high roller who was re-

portedly a Trump friend. 

1991: Trump is accused of

making racial slurs against

black people in a book written

by a former president of his

casino company, who wrote

that Trump had once com-

plained: “black guys counting

my money! I hate it. The only

kind of people I want counting

my money are short guys that

wear yarmulkes every day.”

1993: In stunning testi-

mony before a U.S. Congres-

sional committee, Trump

makes a series of racist com-

ments about Native Americans

while making his case against

Native American casinos, in-

cluding the accusation that “ob-

vious that organized crime is

rampant” on Native American

reservations and claims chiefs

were condoning it.

1997: Reviving his attacks

on Native American casinos,

Trump tells an interview that

the U.S. only owes Native

Americans something “if

they’re real Indians…I mean,

NEWS FEATURE (from page 11, TRUMP STILL...)
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By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

home country before the dead-

line on the I-94 and then re-en-

tered the United States using

the B-2 visa.

reUben s. seGUrItAn has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

citizen of a for-

eign country may

enter the United

States with a B-2

visa for tourism

and leisure pur-

poses. Using this nonimmi-

grant visa, a foreign national

may be allowed to stay in the

United States for 6 months at

a time. The B-2 visa for

tourists itself has a separate

validity period of 10 years or

5 years, depending on the va-

lidity granted by the US con-

sulate in the home country.

The B-2 visa will state if the

foreign national may enter the

United States multiple times

during the validity period or

only for one time.

When the foreign national

enters the United States using

the B-2 tourist visa, the US im-

migration officer will write a

specific date on his Form I-94

which is the date his authorized

stay expires. If the foreign na-

tional does not leave the United

States by this date, then he is

overstaying and will be consid-

ered out-of-status and hence,

deportable under US immigra-

States (C nonimmigrant visa);

in transit through the United

States without a visa (TWOV);

fiancé of a US citizen or de-

pendent of a fiancé (K nonim-

migrant visa); or informant and

his accompanying family on

terrorism or organized crime (S

nonimmigrant visa).

If the application for an ex-

tension is approved, the foreign

national will be issued a re-

placement I-94 with a new de-

parture date. The foreign

national can remain in the

United States up to this new I-

94 date. When he leaves the

United States, he must submit

both the old and new I-94

forms to the airline staff on

check in counter.

However, if the application

for an extension is denied, the

B-2 tourist has 30 days to de-

part the US starting from the

date of the letter notifying him

of the decision that the exten-

sion was denied. If he does not

depart within 30 days, he will

be considered deportable by

US authorities.

If the denial of the exten-

sion of stay is dated or received

after the date on the I-94 form,

then the B-2 visa of the foreign

national is automatically can-

celled. The foreign national

must return to his home coun-

try and apply for a new visa at

A

tion laws. Another conse-

quence is that his B-2 visa is

automatically cancelled for

overstaying in the United

States. There is no waiver or

forgiveness for this and a new

visa must be obtained from the

US consulate in his home

country to return to the United

States in the future.

A foreign national may

apply for extension of stay by

filing a Form I-539 or Applica-

tion to Extend/Change Nonim-

migrant Status. The USCIS

recommends that it be filed at

least 45 days before the author-

ized stay expires.

The foreign national may

apply for extension of stay if

he was lawfully admitted to the

United States with a nonimmi-

grant visa; the nonimmigrant

visa status remains valid; he

has not committed any crimes

that make him ineligible for a

visa; he has not violated the

conditions of his admission;

and his passport is valid and

will remain valid for the dura-

tion of his stay.

A foreign national will not

be allowed to file for extension

of his stay if he was admitted

to the United States under the

following visa categories: Visa

Waiver Program; Crew mem-

ber or D nonimmigrant visa; in

transit through the United

the US consulate in order to re-

turn to the United States.

This means that the 30

days given to those whose ap-

plication for extension of stay

was denied is meaningless be-

cause their B-2 visa was auto-

matically revoked anyway. It

would have been better for the

foreign national to return to his

Visa Cancellation Due to Overstay

batting free radicals) — all of

the above help support cogni-

tive function.  Walnuts in par-

ticular, according to studies,

are good for cognitive func-

tion and found beneficial in

people who regularly con-

sumed them.  Walnuts are a

natural source of melatonin, a

sleep- inducing hormone that

plays an intricate role in regu-

lating circadian rhythms.  In-

terestingly during sleep, the

brain clears out “neurotoxic”

waste that builds up during the

day.  

3. blueberries. They’re

low in calories and super high

in nutrients.  They are loaded

with fiber, vitamins (C and K),

and manganese. Most impres-

sive are the exceptionally high

levels of antioxidants and and

flavonoids found in blueber-

ries which make them benefi-

cial for the brain.  In fact,

blueberries rank as having one

of the highest in antioxidant

content among all fruits, veg-

etables, spices, and season-

ings.

4. Green leafy vegeta-

bles. They’re rich in antioxi-

dants and carotenoids (which

give vegetables their wide

array of colors).  Lutein, leafy

greens such as spinach, Swiss

chard, kale, mustard greens

are known for providing high

amounts of folate and vitamin

K, nutrients that help improve

focus, memory, and overall

brain power. While lutein is

commonly recognized for its

eye benefits, it also accumu-

lates in the brain and recent

studies show this powerful

carotenoid is excellent for

brain health and cognitive

function.  Folate helps protect

the brain by aiding in the elim-

ination of toxic compounds

that contribute to brain fog.

5. Avocados. They’re a

fantastic source of healthy

fats, namely oleic acid. They

are high in other nutrients —

they provide seven grams of

fiber, have more potassium

than bananas, have plenty of

vitamins C, K and folate, an-

tioxidants, as well as small

amounts of magnesium, iron,

and zinc.  Avocados score high

as brain food because they

provide monounsaturated fats,

which support healthy blood

flow to the brain.

Eating these brain foods

should be supplemented with

getting enough exercise, re-

ducing simple carbs and sugar,

staying hydrated and getting

enough sleep in order to elim-

inate brain fog and give us the

productive and energetic men-

tal capacity till our advanced

years. — Source: Biotrust

.com. (www.philstar.com)
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prize, 1976, Baket Soledad, 3rd

prize, 1977, Naimbag a

Paskuam, Salidumay, 4th prize,

1978, Ni Lakay Saulo, ti Abong-

abong ken ti Sangasudo nga

Arbis. 1st prize, 1980, Ti Torre,

ti Apuy ken ti Ima Ti Dios, 1st

prize, 1981, Rissik Ti Nabali-

tokan a Pangngeddeng, 3rd prize

drama 1979, Dagiti Saning-I Iti

Sakaanan Ti Altar a Daga, 2nd

prize, drama 1982. Other literary

writing contest such as the Gov-

ernor Roque Ablan for Iluko Lit-

erature, Ulopan Award,

Economy Tours and Travel Inc,   

GH organized the Aloha

Saluyot with Mario Albalos,

Amado Yoro,  Francisco Ponce,

Rudy Castro, Elias Yoro, Jun

Abinsay, Carlo Laforga. We held

weekly meetings and called it

“Innuram. Yuboyuban. Ikkam

Latta, Kabsat.” We talked about

writing and all except Elias and

Rudy did not write but were

good drama actors.

Gumil Hawaii afforded me

as an Outstanding Writer of the

Year; Best Drama Actor; Best

Drama Director; and Outstand-

ing Member.

Aside from Bannawag out-

let, I was also a contributing

writer to Fil-Am Courier, Pacific

Courier, Pacific Journal, Hawaii

Filipino News, Hawaii Filipino

Chronicle, Baggak, Philippine

News, Leeward Sun Press,

Hawaii Correspondent for Tim-

puyog Journal, Ilocos Times,

and others.

Other GH Products

Besides Drama and cultural

presentations, GH also sponsors

literary writing contests, poetry,

drama, short story and feature

story. Those winning entries are

published in Anthology Books

Almost every Labor Day,

GH holds an Annual literary

seminar with speakers in their

individual and professional ex-

pertise. Some of the former

guest speakers include: Jose Bra-

gado- Bannawag, Dr. Crispina

Bragado, Peter La Julian, Dr.

Belinda Aquino, Ricardo Labez,

Dr. Lilia Santiago, Mario Alba-

los, Francisco Ponce, Emmie

Anderson, Ric Agnes, Norberto

Bumanglag, Cesar Bonilla

I still find myself among our

fellow writers as Gumil Hawaii

FEATURE (from page 7, GUMIL...)

(continued on page 14)
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monkey operating a mechani-

cal monster among other

scenes of seditious acts.

“Karnabal” is a “place”

one needs to visit for at least

one hour. It frees your mind,

opens you up to the realities of

society, then and now. It afflicts

the soul. 

According to Dr. Cuanang,

the “Karnabal” is a 1992 mas-

terpiece by the art group Sal-

ingpusa, composed of Rolly

Acuna, Elmer Borlongan,

Karen Flores, Emmanuel

Garibay, Mark Justiniani, An-

tonio Leano, Erwin Leano, Joy

Mallari, Neil Manalo, Andy

Orencio, Jim Orencio, Vincent

Paul Padilla, Anthony Palomo,

Mikel Parial, Jose Santos III

and Geronimo Tapales.  Com-

ing together as a group in the

tumultuous years leading to the

People Power Revolution, it is

easy to locate the Salingpusa

— given their perennial associ-

ations with activism, says Riel

Jaramila Hilario. The artist col-

lection Grupong Salingpusa

came about as a reorganization

of a group of young Antipolo-

based students under Fernando

Sena called Bahaghari in 1985.

Dr. Cuanang said the

“Karnabal” was created during

a period of almost three months

in his house, in his garden. His

costs are just the by-product of

an animal — in this case, a

crocodile. Yet humans go to

great lengths to make some an-

imals extinct just so luxury

items can be produced. In

tongue-and-cheek humor, the

artist goes even further in

“Holy Cow” and labels the skin

of the animal with the mono-

grams of the luxury brand.

Ferdie Montemayor

gained critical notice for his

series of paintings or

cityscapes in the 1990s. By the

end of 2010, the artist shifted

his work towards a series of

paintings of competitive ac-

tion games. “Panalo” is a

highlight of that series and de-

picts the movements and pro-

gression of a triathlon.

Jaypee Samson’s “Kahit

Maputi na ang Buhok Ko” de-

picts an elderly couple stand-

ing in front of the Antipolo

Church, their faces squinting

in the heat of the noonday

light. Painted through the dis-

torted effect of a fish-eye lens,

the couple’s bodies loom and

bend, sending their faces in a

warped effect.

On the other hand, Pamela

Yan Santos’ installation art ti-

tled “Handle With Care version

2” showcases the contents of a

living room shown wrapped in

paper. These are work sheets

conveying the relations be-

tween actions and objects.

What occurs is a meeting of

worlds and an insight into how

we make labels of society, as a

way to access things as banal as

a cup or a leaf. We are led to

unravel our assumptions of

what is real, what is permissi-

ble and what is not.

Even the 44 members of

the Philippine National Police-

Special Action Force killed in

Mamasapano in Maguindanao

in 2015 are given honor in

Alwin Reamillo’s series of

works on tin cans. “Fallen 44”

(2015) is part of a collective in-

stallation titled “Manufac-

turer’s Advice: Contents May

Vary” (2015).

Of course, a visitor to the

museum will not miss the

amazing centerpiece in the

main gallery, the “Karnabal,”

an acrylic on canvas measur-

ing 144 x 480 inches. Ripe

with socio-political under-

tones discussed in eight big

panels, “Karnabal” is a micro-

cosm of Philippine society.

Many things are happening in

the mural — a clown confess-

ing to a priest, Darna minus

her abilities, Superman

dressed down to his sando, a

holds its annual seminar work-

shop. Last September 2016, my

topic is How to Write Poetry,

Feature Story, short story and

other genre.

Gumil Hawaii formed its

publication Ilokandia Magasin

[Ilokandia Publishing] compris-

ing Amado Yoro, Pacita Saludes,

Graciano Soriano, Anastacio de

Castro, Leodegario Blanco, Elias

Yoro and Mario Orbito. Editorial

Staffs: Amado Yoro, Pacita

Saludes, Leodegario Blanco,

Mario Albalos, Francisco Ponce.

I received awards and recog-

nition: Gumil Filipinas Pedro

Bucaneg 2002; Man Writer for

Poetry 2007; OFCC Volunteer of

the Year 2001-2003

Community involvement 

I am wholeheartedly grate-

ful and appreciative to Gumil

Hawaii, as my first ever organ-

ization that opened its door dur-

ing my transition and

adjustment period in Hawaii as

my second home across a thou-

sand miles away from home. It

brought me to the wider world

to search my soul. To find my-

self in this new land as I began

to love this place called the

Aloha State--the Land of Op-

portunity, the Crossroad of the

Pacific; the Melting Pot; the

East and West, whom Captain

James Cook navigated and dis-

covered; and whom Mark

Twain [Samuel Clement] called

the “land of joy and happiness

with many races as the color of

the rainbow…“

I was an ordinary utility

field worker in the sugar planta-

tion, worked hard work and

earned a $2.10 per hour wage

under the hot sun and rain. After

work I found myself involved

with the Lions Club Interna-

tional as a Community Better-

ment and Program Chairman.

We searched for missing person

like Diane Suzuki, Lisa Au,

Deborah Lopez and helped to

construct Bus shelters along Far-

rington Highway, Waipahu, and

North King St, Kalihi;  Tree

Planting as a project of Make

America Beautiful; Graffiti

Buster Paint out project and

Weed and Seed with the HPD

Narcotic Division; worked with

the Lions Leo Youth Group;

Lion Club Citizenship Commit-

tee, Committee on Elders,  and

others.

I received awards and recog-

nition: Thomas Jefferson Award;

and Minority Achiever Award

In 1978-1982, Gumil

Hawaii took a leadership role for

OFCC.  Most of the GH officers

were elected to OFCC leader-

ship from president to auditor:

Mario Albalos, president;

Amado Yoro, vice president;

Pacita Saludes, secretary; Felipe

Abinsay, Jr. treasurer; Ludivico

Tugade, auditor. OFCC leader-

ship Matilda Molina, Ric Labez;

UFCH Pete Ramos, Bert

Ugalino, Jake Manegdeg, Dave

Paco, Carmen Cantorna projects

and got involved in various vol-

unteer works in the community.

Writing world Ben

Domingo, Juan Dionisio, Pepi

Nieva, Corky Trinidad, Leon

Dagdagan, Mel Europa, Ray-

mond Bartolome, Mila Medal-

lon and others.
(continued on page 15)
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house was built here in 1975,

the first structure to be built on

this extensive Antipolo prop-

erty. He then decided to open

his house to the “striving

artists,” those with a strong be-

lief that someday they might be

known in the art scene. Even-

tually they did, and to honor

them, he built a museum to

showcase his collection of

these artists’ works.

The Salingpusa is not the

only group on display in Pinto

Museum. There are also works

by other groups such as Sang-

gawa, Salingkuting and

Sangviaje.

Other known artists like

Philippine STAR’s Igan D’

Bayan, Demetrio dela Cruz,

Keiye Miranda, Wire Tuazon,

Tatong Torres, Elmer Roslin,

Marina Cruz, Dennis Gonzales,

Ian Quirante, Carlo Saavedra,

Jerson Samson, Constantino

Zicarelli, Guerrero Habulan,

Kiko Escora, Jason Moss, Kiko

escora, Andy Orencio, Riel Hi-

lario, Jaypee Samson, Danilo

Ilag-ilag, Jose Ruiz, John Paul

Antido and more are exhibited

in the museum.

Dr. Cuanang has been col-

lecting art for a very long time,

but his decision to open an art

gallery and a museum was ac-

tually an aftereffect of the

EDSA Revolution.

At the Pinto Art Museum,

the human mind, body and soul

are open, ready to explore the

talent of the Filipino artists,

ready to bask in the glory that

is Philippine contemporary art.

(www.philstar.com)

(from page 9, REDISCOVERING...)
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CLASSIFIED ADSCOMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANITORIAL POSITIONS
$10-$12 Part time (Day)
Full time Utility (exp. strip/wax floors, clean
carpets, windows
Driver license & U.S. citizen helpful)
Call 8451955 Mon-Fri 9:00 am-4:00 pm

ROOMS FOR RENT–KALIHI-PALAMA 
Unfurnished 2 Rooms 2nd floor single or
double occupancy only $750/850 includes
water/electric/ceiling fan.
Near bus stop & town.
Share living/bath/kitchen. 
No Parking/smoking/alcohol/drug.
Employed & Good reference required.
Contact (808) 271-9363.

HELPER WANTED 
bird care/cleaning and light housework
M, W, F, mornings. $10 to start
Wahiawa 621-0351

VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES 1 PLOT
under the HOLY CROSS Near the road | selling
for 2 Thousand | Call kanani at 6995154

FRONT OFFICE MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Must Speak ILOCANO, TAGALOG, ENGLISH
Insurance knowledge a plus!
Email Resume at Eyes@HawaiianEye.com
Or Fax: 678-0037

FILIPINIANA BALL AND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS,
PHILIPPINE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII |
September 2, 2017 | 6:00 pm | ALA MOANA HOTEL,

HIbISCUS bALLROOM | For further info, contact Letty Saban @

255-9429, Jenny Quezon @ 292-8105 or Edna Alikpala @ 282-

3669.

PMAH OHANA’S 11TH MEDICAL MISSION |QUEZON

CITY (Payatas), September 23, 2017 | PANGASINAN,

September 24 (Dagupan City); September 25 (Urdaneta City),

2017 | For further info, contact JP Orias at 888-674-7624 (Fax:

888-391-7624) or email info@ohanamedicalmissions.org 

FILIPINO COMMUNITY CENTER'S BAYANIHAN
GALA FUNDRAISER | October 16, 2017 | Contact FilCom

Center @ 808-680-0451 for details.

2ND PMAH GOLF TOURNAMENT | October 18, 2017 |

9:00 am (Registration), 11:00 a.m. (Golf Tournament begins)

and 6:00 p.m. (Awarding of Prizes and buffet Dinner) |

HOAkALEI COUNTRY CLUb | For registration, contact Elmer

Baysa, MD @ 689-8315, Ray Romero, MD @680-0554 or

Christopher Regala, MD @ 622-2626.

DOCTORS-ON-STAGE’S DOWNTRODDEN | October 28,

2017 | 3:30 pm | kROC CENTER HAWAII THEATER | For further

info, call JP Orias at at 888-674-7624 (Fax: 888-391-7624) or visit

www.bayanihanclinicwwhawaii.org

HALLOWEEN AND MASqUERADE BALL
FUNDRAISING, PHILIPPINE NURSES ASSOCIATION
OF HAWAII (PNAH) | October 29, 2017 | 5:00 - 10:00 pm |

ALA MOANA HOTEL, RUMUOURS NIGHTCLUb | Cost is

$30.00, heavy pupus and one drink included. For reservations,

contact Ramon Sumibcay @ 489-7148, Tina Salvador @426-

6183 or Tina Fernandez @ 721-1721.

ANNUAL KIMONA BALL AND BUSINESS WOMAN
OF THE YEAR AWARDS | November 4, 2017 | 6:00 pm | ,

DOLE CANNERY POMAIkAI, bALLROOM AT IWILEI ROAD,

HONOLULU, HI | Contact Elsa Talavera @ 358-8964.

WAIPAHU DRESS MAkER
SHOP FOR SALE

$50,000.
(including inventory worth $60,000.

Plus) Net  income $3000/mo.
Owner working alone.

Retiring. So Young Lee 256-7421

MAINLAND NEWS

S
enators Mazie K. Hirono (D-

Hawaii) and Maria Cantwell

(D-Wash.) are calling for the

creation of an interagency task

force to address the tragic increase

in hate crimes that has stricken the

United States. The recent outburst

of violent racism and domestic ter-

rorist activity by white supremacist

organizations and individuals in

Charlottesville, Virginia, has made

the senators’ call for action even

more urgent.

In a letter to Attorney General

Jeff Sessions, Senators Hirono and

Cantwell wrote: “President Trump’s

reluctance to quickly and directly

condemn the hate, bigotry, and

racism of the white supremacists and

members of the Ku Klux Klan that

gathered in Charlottesville was

deeply alarming to us and to mil-

lions of Americans. In light of the

horrific attack and hatred demon-

strated in Charlottesville, we urge

you to act quickly to address the

alarming rise of hate in our country.

We are writing to urge you to create

a U.S. Department of Justice intera-

gency task force to combat hate-

based incidents and violence. As you

know, there has been an alarming

rise in hate violence and threats

against religious and racial minori-

ties and immigrants across the

United States.”

In April, Senator Hirono joined

a similar group of her colleagues to

send a letter to President Trump

asking for the task force; to this day,

the letter has yet to be directly an-

swered by the Administration. Al-

though the Department of Justice

has created a subcommittee focused

on hate crimes, the subcommittee

lacks sufficient power to effectively

address the rise of hate crimes as its

scope has never been defined.

The letter notes that hate crime

incidents have increased from

5,479 in 2014 to 5,850 in 2015, a

rise of seven percent, and expresses

concerns about the Administra-

tion’s recent actions to decrease

funding for efforts to stop white ex-

tremism and eliminate funding for

efforts dedicated to de-radicalizing

neo-Nazis. The Southern Poverty

Law Center found that the number

of hate groups operating in the U.S.

rose to 917 in 2016, an increase of

25 from 2015. In particular, anti-

Muslim hate groups almost tripled

in 2016.

“With activity involving white

extremist and hate groups on the

rise in our country, now is not the

time to shift our resources away

from funding efforts to combat

these hateful organizations that

threaten to undermine our democ-

racy,” the letter stated.

In addition to the formation of

the task force, the Senators’ letter

urged the Attorney General to de-

vote more resources from his de-

partment to supporting states and

local communities in addressing the

root causes of hate through educa-

tion, community development, and

cross-cultural exchanges.

Senators Richard Blumenthal

(D-Conn.), Tammy Duckworth (D-

Ill.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.),

Tim Kaine (D-Va.), Amy

Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Patrick

Leahy (D-Vt.), Edward Markey (D-

Mass.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.),

Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), and

Mark Warner (D-Va.) also joined

the letter.

Senator Mazie Hirono Urges Attorney
General to Create a Hate Crimes Task
Force

A well deserving salute goes

to Mrs. Pacita Saludes as an ac-

complished organizer, writer,

leader of Gumil Hawaii. She is a

super active woman and is in-

volved in various organizations

like the Ilocos Surian, Ilocos

Norte Assn of Hawaii, Annak Ti

Kailokuan, Abrenian of Hawaii,

Luzonian Aid, and many others.

“Aginggana a makakutiak,

Amado, addaakto latta a du-

mangdanggay aginggana ti

kabaelak”. 

Saludes was the first Filipina

Writer awarded a Leona Flo-

rentino Award by the Gumil Fil-

ipinas.   UFCH Progress Awardee

2001; Top 3 president Cultural

Category by OFCC 2001. Last

July, she was awarded the “Am-

bassador Juan C. Dionisio “  Life-

time Achievement Award” by the

United Filipino Council Annual

Progress Award.

Gumil Hawaii and Pacita

Saludes is without a doubt

someone who planted a legacy

in the history of Hawaii’s Fil-

ipino Community.

To a man [woman] with a

vision, goal and clear determi-

nation, in passionate and love,

the greatest reward is his [her]

contribution that remains alive.

As in Proverb 10:6 Blessings

are upon the head of the just.

Proverb 10:7 The memory of

the righteous is a blessing.” 

FEATURE (from page 14, GUMIL....)
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