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or political reasons and in an at-

tempt to pass anti-immigrant

legislation, President Donald

Trump and some GOP lawmak-

ers have created a false image of

the U.S. immigrant population,

mainly that immigrants are an economic

burden and that they are stealing native-

born workers’ jobs.

For our cover story this issue, associate editor Edwin Quinabo

researched illuminating facts (both national and local) about im-

migrants’ economic contributions to our country. He lists credible

sources from multiple government and private think-tank groups

to back up the fact that immigrants are net-positive contributors

to our economy -- meaning that immigrants put into our economy

far more than they take away, contrary to popular beliefs. In fact,

should President Trump have his way in cutting legal immigration

in half, the impact on the economy would be devastating. 

In light of the constant vilifying and barrage of misinforma-

tion directed at immigrants, the HFC editorial board believed it

was time to do a cover story like this. In the past, we’ve defended

immigrants using political and moral arguments. We also have

reported on personal immigrant stories. The focus of this cover

story, convincingly constructed and framed by Quinabo, is to dis-

pel myths and to highlight facts that show how valuable immi-

grants are to our country’s economic staying power. Where much

of the misinformation for political ends take place is when only

select data are used to present a false and narrow picture. This

cover story takes on a comprehensive approach.

Also, in this issue, HFC columnist Atty. Reuben Seguritan

writes that DACA bills failed to pass in the U.S. Senate. On Feb-

ruary 17, 2018, the Senate did not pass any of the four bills pre-

sented on the floor for a vote, three of which included a post-DACA

plan for the Dreamers. In the meantime, two federal judges’ injunc-

tions that prevent the DACA program from being fully cancelled

are still in place. And Congress still might include Dreamers in an

upcoming funding resolution on March 23, this month.

Following the deadly school shooting that left 17 students

and teachers dead at Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School in

Florida, once again, there is a national movement for tougher gun

laws. HFC contributor Sheryll Bonilla, Esq. in her Commentary

calls for an end to the violence. She highlights some of the dead-

liest mass shootings. What each of these incidences had in com-

mon was the use of high-powered semi- or automatic weapons.

She writes: “Our Enemy is the Automatic Weapon.” 

In our second editorial on the same subject, we call for spe-

cific action: vote out politicians who receive money from the

NRA and support Hawaii’s SB2046 that bans “Bump Stocks,”

devices that convert regular guns to fire off as automatic weapons.

Lastly, be sure to read our other columns and news sections.

Thank you for your support. Until next issue, warmest aloha and

mabuhay!
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ince President Donald Trump’s misinformation PR

campaign started to discredit the role of immigrants

in the U.S., the American public has been led to be-

lieve that immigrants are a burden to this country.

While most Americans are in support of immigration

as being one of the nation’s founding principles, many

others remain politically on the fence because of the myths sur-

rounding immigrants, particularly their alleged detriment to the

American economy.

The fact is -- as many economists conclude based on solid

research -- immigrants are vital to the nation’s economy. Ameri-

cans must know these facts and be encouraged to stop standing

on the sidelines and join the fight to protect legal immigration

that is, more than ever, in danger of damaging reform.

The economic contributions of immigrants far outweigh the

cost that right-wing politicians constantly bring up -- that immi-

grants are a burden to the economy because they take a toll on

healthcare, the public education system, and welfare. With the

aging of the workforce and Baby Boomers already into retire-

ment, more labor is needed that immigrants provide.

Two reasons why immigrants are used as scapegoats -- that they

are taking native-born workers jobs and depressing wages -- are

found to be false, according to studies from the Economic Policy

Institute and the Bureau of Labor Statistics Standard. Due to limited

English proficiency, immigrants are found not to be substitutes for

native-born workers. What studies show is that immigrants are more

likely to compete for jobs that immigrants already hold. Where there

is some competition for jobs between immigrants and native-born

workers are jobs that require only high school education.

Immigrants contribute to the economy also as leaders in in-

novation. They are a big part of the U.S. dominance in high-tech-

nology. They are overrepresented in research at top universities

and institutions. 

When it comes to small business, immigrants represent a higher

percentage of entrepreneurs than the native-born population.

Immigrants help to underwrite government services, trans-

portation, health care, and education because they pay income

taxes, sales taxes, property taxes, and social security. Illegal im-

migrants get the shortest end of the stick as contributors to federal

and state taxes, social security and sales taxes but are ineligible

for any government benefits or social security.

Scholars agree that immigrants’ contribution to the economy

overall is net-positive, meaning that what they put into the econ-

omy is greater than what they receive. It is true, however, that in

some regions, mostly bigger cities, where a higher percentage of

lower educated immigrants settle, there is a net-negative factor.

But experts say that this is off-set in the long run when fac-

toring in the contributions that immigrant children (second-gen-

eration Americans) have on the economy, when the net-positive

benefit is even greater.

There are so many success stories of immigrants in every

community. 

Instead of vilifying immigrants, Americans ought to be grateful

for their presence, and, yes, be grateful for their contributions to

the economy. When Americans are aware of the facts of immi-

grants’ net-positive economic contributions, it becomes even more

suspect as to why Trump and the GOP want legal immigration to

be cut in half. Could it be cultural and political xenophobia? Per-

haps, but it’s clear that the economy simply cannot be a reason.

For now, Trump’s dangerous “Four-pillars of Immigration

Reform” plan hasn’t moved forward only because his immigra-

S

tion reform would need a supermajority vote with at least some

Democrats siding with Republicans. Democrats, at least for now,

are not willing to dramatically overhaul immigration in exchange

for a DACA deal. 

Trump’s proposed cuts to legal immigration, particularly doing

away with family-based immigration, is too deep a sacrifice and

would change who we are as a nation (demographic shift) and what

we stand for. Ending family-based immigration, which has been

the cornerstone of U.S. immigration for decades, is non-negotiable. 

But should Republicans win a supermajority in the mid-term

elections, legal immigration as we know it, no doubt, will end.

This is what’s at stake. All immigrant supporters must gear up,

mobilize coalitions, and turn out to vote in this year’s mid-term

elections to prevent this from happening. 
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r e s i d e n t

Trump, we

need action, we

need change.

Get these guns

out of the

hands of these young kids and

get these guns off the streets,”

said Lori Alhadeff, whose

daughter Alyssa, 14, was one

among 17 people killed recently

by a gunman at Marjory Stone-

man Douglas High School in

Parkland, Florida.

The 19-year-old suspect

used an AR-15 rifle, a semi-au-

tomatic rifle that has been used

in many mass shootings, in-

cluding in the 2012 Sandy

Hook Elementary School

shooting, 2012 Aurora shoot-

ing, 2015 San Bernardino at-

tack. The AR-15 has become

the most vilified weapon to

pro-gun control advocates.

According to data from

Everytown for Gun Safety, the

Parkland, Florida shooting is

the 17th school shooting in the

U.S. this year. The Associated

Press says the Florida shooting

is the deadliest school shooting

in five years.

Since the infamous Sandy

Hook Elementary School

shooting in 2012 when a gun-

man killed 20 first graders and

six adults, there have been 239

shootings nationwide, 438 peo-

ple shot in those episodes, and

138 killed, according to Gun

Violence Archive.

Superintendent of Broward

County Public Schools Robert

Runcie did not mince words,

saying: “Now is the time for

the country to have a real con-

versation on sensible gun con-

trols in this country.”

Only a few months ago in

October 2017 the nation

watched in horror as a gunman

opened fired on a crowd at the

Harvest music festival in Las

Vegas that left 58 people dead

and 851 injured. Back then,

many Americans called for, as

they are doing now, to end the

insanity and enforce stricter

gun laws.

Will Politicians Listen This

Time?

Immediately after the Las

Vegas massacre, President Don-

ald Trump and republican House

Speaker Paul Ryan said that it

wasn’t the appropriate time to

talk about gun legislation.

Now, after the Florida

school shooting, House Speaker

Ryan apparently hasn’t changed

his position. He said in an inter-

view that public policymakers

“shouldn’t just knee-jerk before

we even have all the facts and

the data. We need to think less

about taking sides and fighting

each other politically, and just

pulling together.”

Really, facts and data on

gun violence and mass shoot-

ings from automatic rifles have

been piling up and readily

available for years.  The Presi-

dent is also keeping with the

same script; and did not even

mention guns in his initial

speech after the Florida attack.

Instead, he proposed an ill-

thought out distraction to arm

school teachers that could

hardly become a reality.

When will it ever be time?

“At some point, we’ve got to

say enough is enough,” said

Democrat Senator Bill Nelson

of Florida.

Enough is Enough

The political reality is the

only way for tougher gun re-

strictions to get passed is by

first placing this issue very

high in priority and second vot-

ing out politicians connected at

the hip with the powerful gun

lobby National Rifle Associa-

tion (NRA). Time and time

again, the NRA has resisted

real gun reform against over-

the-top, high-powered auto-

matic weapons that really have

no practical use outside of en-

gagements of war. 

If politicians are receiving

PAC money from the NRA,

rest assured, as Americans have

witnessed over and over, these

politicians will be quick to

“P
offer condolences and prayers

to families and victims of mass

murders, but don’t expect any-

thing else. These politicians

have shown how they will vote

on gun issues the minute

they’ve accepted NRA money.

A majority of Americans

are tired of inaction, tired of lis-

tening to arguments over the

Second Amendment and the

right to bear arms. Yes, that right

is clear, but when those laws

were created, the technology of

guns were basic and not the

high-tech killing machines

available today that are being

used in mass shootings. Gun

laws must be updated as tech-

nology advances. Otherwise,

how far will we allow the right

to bear arms go? -- freewheeling

and largely unchecked to a time

when gun-technology advances

even further in achieving greater

deaths per second? Guns as de-

fensive weapons to protect one-

self and one’s family is an

entirely different matter and is

not being called into question

here. Automatic rifles and bump

stock technology are the prob-

lem and ought to be banned.

Hawaii Senate Bill 2046

Introduced by State Sen.

Karl Rhoads, SB2046 aims to

ban “bump stocks,” a device

used in last year’s Las Vegas

massacre. The bill prohibits

trigger modification devices

that accelerates the rate of fire

of a semi-automatic firearm

and would make possession of

these devices a felony punish-

able by up to five years in

prison. This bill prohibits peo-

ple from circumventing auto-

matic-firearm regulations.

A bump stock is a slide

mechanism attached to a mod-

ified rifle stock that can be

swapped with the original

stock of a weapon. When the

modified rifle is fired, it simu-

lates automatic firing.

The bill is backed by the

Honolulu Police Department

and other law enforcement of-

ficials and private citizens; but

it is being opposed by the

NRA, no surprise.

There has been some con-

fusion in Hawaii gun laws over

the legality of “bump stocks.”

Former Atty. General Doug

Chin opined they already are

banned under existing Hawaii

law that prohibits modifying

firearms to convert them into

automatic weapons. Pro-gun

advocates disagree.

But passage of SB2046

aims to make it explicitly clear

that “bump stocks” and similar

devices are to be banned.

We encourage Hawaii law-

makers to support this bill. If it

doesn’t move forward this ses-

sion, it should be brought back

and passed next year. Hawaii’s

citizens, and our children and

teachers, shouldn’t have to wait

for a devastating mass shooting

to occur in our community for

lawmakers to ban such poten-

tially deadly devices.

Support Hawaii’s SB2046 That Bans “Bump Stocks”

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Attend Consumer Education Fair,
March 7

T
o commemorate National

Consumer Protection

Week (NCPW), the State

Department of Commerce and

Consumer Affairs (DCCA) will

host a free Consumer Education

Fair on March 7, 10 a.m. to 1

p.m. in the courtyard of the King

Kalakaua Building at 335 Mer-

chant St. The building is the loca-

tion of the downtown Honolulu

Post Office and metered parking

is available for the public.   

"The purpose of NCPW is to

promote consumer education by

providing free information that will

help protect people's privacy, man-

age their money and debt, and

avoid identity theft, frauds and

scams," said DCCA Director

Catherine Awakuni Colón.  "We en-

courage residents to attend the free

fair as a one-stop-shop for con-

sumer resources.  We will have rep-

resentatives from over two dozen

government and nonprofit agencies

available to answer questions."

Consumers can pick up their

free copy of the Consumer Guide

to Healthcare Providers and Mili-

tary Consumer Fraud Guide.

These booklets focus on issues re-

lating to consumer rights regarding

healthcare issues, basic consumer

issues, and what to do if consumers

need to file complaints.

Agencies participating in the

March 7, Consumer Education

Fair include: AARP, Alzheimer’s

Association, Aloha Chapter, Bet-

ter Business Bureau of Hawaii,

Department of the Attorney Gen-

eral, Crime Prevention & Justice

Assistance Division, Hawaii

Credit Union League, Hawaii

Fire Department, Hawaii Home-

ownership Center, Hawaii SHIP,

Hawaii State Public Library Sys-

tem, Hawaii State Tax Depart-

ment – Taxpayer Advocate,

Hawaiian Community Assets,

Hawaiian Electric Company,

Honolulu Fire Department, Inter-

nal Revenue Service , IRS – Tax-

payer Advocate Service, Legal

Aid Society of Hawaii, SMP

Hawaii, Social Security Adminis-

tration, U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, U.S. Postal Inspection

Service , U.S. Postal Service, The

State Department of Commerce

and Consumer Affairs (DCCA) ,

Business Action Center, Cable

Television, Consumer Education

Program, Division of Consumer

Advocacy, Hawaii Post-Sec-

ondary Education Authorization

Program, Insurance Division, and

Office of Consumer Protection. 
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relatives.

The Casaminas rented a

place in the beginning years

and never resorted to receiving

government assistance. From

the time of his grandfather, to

his parents’ generation, up to

the present, there was a pattern

of hard work over many years.

They were economic contribu-

tors to their community. Their

immigrant story is similar to

many immigrant families in

Hawaii, and in other parts of

the nation.

As workers, small business

owners, CEOs of top corpora-

tions, innovators and re-

searchers at top universities,

major consumers of goods and

services, and taxpayers, immi-

grants are helping to keep the

engines of the economy

purring and government cof-

fers full.

How many immigrants are in

the U.S.?

The U.S. is home to the

largest immigrant population in

the world.

In 2015, there were 43.3

lending company; but like

many immigrants, he worked

hard to break out from his

humble beginnings.

“My official first job was

working as a bus boy at a

restaurant in Waikiki at the age

of 15,” said Casamina. Even

before that job, he cleaned

yards and office buildings.

In 1922, Casamina’s

grandfather, who is from the

Philippines, came to Hawaii in

1922 to work as a plantation la-

borer. “Subsequently, my un-

cles came as part of the sakadas

in 1946, who eventually

brought my father in 1966,

who in turn brought us in

1968,” said Casamina.

He and his family were

able to immigrate to Hawaii

under the family reunification

feature of legal immigration, or

what President Trump calls

“chain migration,” a long-

standing tradition he wants to

end. Many of Hawaii’s immi-

grant families arrived in the

late 1960s and early 70s by

way of family-sponsored peti-

tions from their earlier sakadas

"If all immigrants were just

to disappear from the U.S.

workforce tomorrow, that

would have a tremendous neg-

ative impact on the economy,"

said Daniel Costa, the director

of immigration law and policy

research at the Economic Pol-

icy Institute, an economic re-

search think-tank based in

Washington, D.C.

"Immigrants are overrepre-

sented in a lot of occupations in

both low- and high-skilled

jobs," he said. "You'd feel an

impact and loss in many, many

different occupations and in-

dustries, from construction and

landscape to finance and IT."

Hawaii is the perfect place

to see how immigrants histori-

cally have contributed to the

economy and helped to build

the state to what it is today.

President and CEO of

House of Finance Roland

Casamina has a typical story of

generational immigrants in his

family who’ve contributed to

the state’s economy. Today,

Casamina is a successful entre-

preneur who owns a thriving

million immigrants living in

the US. That is 13.5 percent of

the total population. Immi-

grants’ children, who are

American-born, are an addi-

tional 40.6 million. Together,

immigrants and their families,

make up about 81 million, or

25% of all U.S. residents.

Add to that, there is about

11.1 million undocumented im-

migrants. Eight million of them

are in the workforce.

In Hawaii, one in five

Hawaii residents is an immi-

grant. The American Immigra-

tion Council says that most of

Hawaii’s immigrants are from

the Philippines (46.1 percent of

the total), followed by China

(8.5 percent), Korea (7.9 per-

cent), Japan (7.7 percent), Viet-

nam (3.8 percent), and others. 

Nationally, the countries

with the highest number of im-

migrants to the U.S. are India,

China, Mexico, Canada, and

the Philippines, according to

the Migration Policy Institute.

Just by looking at the mas-

sive percentage of the popula-

tion that immigrants make up,

it’s easier to understand why

this group is deemed a political

threat at the national level. If a

majority of eligible or soon-to-

be eligible immigrants voted,

they could conceivably be one

of the largest voting blocks in

the country.

What’s keeping this group

from being a force is a fear that

their recent status as a new-

comer could be jeopardized in

some way, or worse yet, they

could be deported, even if

legally they are safe from being

deported and are already U.S.

citizens. To immigrants,

they’ve gone through a very

lengthy process to become

legal. Each step of the way,

many immigrants say, is stress-

ful and frightening. The

thought that something could

go wrong in the paperwork and

waiting process is always in the

back of immigrants’ minds. Fi-

nally, when they’ve become

U.S. citizens, the last thing they

think to do is to assert their

rights. 

Patricio Abinales, profes-

sor at UH Manoa’s School of

Pacific and Asian Studies, said

immigrants are the “easiest

scapegoat because they are still

‘foreigners’ and some are hired

on a contractual basis.” He says

immigrants (who are not yet

U.S. citizens) know that “they

can be sent back to their home

countries should the govern-

ment think of them as eco-

nomic or political threats.”

Abinales elaborates, “In

times of economic crisis, the

racists and ultra-nationalists of

a given country can blame

them for ‘stealing’ the jobs of

local citizens or taking over

‘small businesses’ that suppos-

edly, (that opportunity) should

go to locals. Think of the anger

over Korean stores in Los An-

Immigrants Are Huge Contributors
to Our Nation’s Economy
By Edwin Quinabo

pple’s co-founder Steve Jobs is the son of a Syrian refugee.
Google’s co-founder Sergey Brin is an immigrant from
Moscow. Even President Donald Trump’s mother is
British-born. There are endless examples of immigrants or
recent immigrant descendants who are major contributors
to the nation’s economy.  What many Americans underes-

timate is just how vital immigrants are to the United States’ economic
strength; and dramatically reducing immigration by half, as President
Trump proposes, would devastate the economy.

A

(continued on page 5)

Ambeth R. Ocampo
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geles.  This is not unique to the

U.S.”

The idea of immigrants

stealing jobs or opportunities

or that they are a financial bur-

den to the country are among

the myths many Americans

deeply hold, which in turn,

give rise to the current wave of

anti-immigrant sentiments. But

the facts tell a different story.

Facts show immigrants are

vital to U.S. Economy

Fact: Immigrants’ tax

contributions are huge. Stud-

ies show that immigrants pay

more in taxes over a lifetime

than they consume in govern-

ment services. Immigrants pay

income taxes, sales taxes, state

and county taxes, property

taxes, and social security.

These taxes collected help to

underwrite transportation,

health care, education and

other government services for

themselves and other Ameri-

cans.

Immigrants contributed

$105 billion in state and local

taxes and nearly $224 billion in

federal taxes in 2014, accord-

ing to the Partnership for a

New American Economy.

In Hawaii, immigrant-led

households paid $1.2 billion in

federal taxes and $668.5 mil-

lion in state and local taxes in

2014. 

The American Immigra-

tion Council estimates that un-

documented immigrants in

Hawaii paid an estimated $32.3

million in state and local taxes

in 2014. 

Fact: Immigrants help to

grow the economy and are

vital to our workforce. Immi-

grants are a sizeable chunk of

the overall workforce and help

to grow the nation’s GDP. Im-

migrants make up 13 percent

of the U.S. population, but they

contribute nearly 15 percent of

the country’s economic output,

according to the Economic

Policy Institute. 

Immigration economist

George Borjas says “immi-

grants help to grow the econ-

omy by 11% larger ($1.6

trillion) each year.” 

As baby boomers have

begun moving into retirement,

experts say a continual inflow

of immigrants are needed (not

cutting legal immigration) to

stabilize the economy. If the

rate of new immigrants is cut

by half, experts estimate it

would reduce U.S. economic

growth by 12.5%.

In Hawaii, there are

150,000 adult immigrant work-

ers, comprising 21.2 percent of

the labor force, according to

the American Immigration

Council. 

Where do immigrants

work? The Council reports that

Hawaii immigrant workers

were found most often in the

following occupation groups:

building and grounds cleaning

and maintenance (25,600),

sales and related (22,453), food

preparation and serving-¬re-

lated (18,034), office and ad-

ministrative support (16,833),

and management (13,279).

Fact: immigrants are

huge consumers. Immigrants

earned $1.3 trillion annually

and their wages go toward pur-

chasing homes, food, electron-

ics, and all kinds of goods and

services that expand the do-

mestic economy. In turn, their

spending helps to create more

jobs. 

After taxes are paid,

Hawaii immigrants wield a

whopping $5 billion in spend-

ing power, according to the

American Immigration Coun-

cil. 

Fact: immigrants are not

taking native-born workers

jobs. The Economic Policy In-

stitute found that immigrants

are not substitutes for native-

born workers in the U.S. labor

markets. They do not compete

for the same jobs, in part, due

to limited English proficiency.

Studies show immigrants are

competing for jobs occupied

by immigrants, and that immi-

grants are pushing U.S.-born

workers up in the labor market. 

Another source, the Cur-

rent Population Survey, Annual

Social and Economic Supple-

ment, also found that immi-

grants tend to complement

American-born workers than

replacing them.

In some areas like agricul-

ture, immigrants fill a much-

needed gap in the workforce.

Studies show that native-born

workers do not want to work as

crop pickers. Native-born

workers in this field have a

high turnover rate and most

eventually quit after a short pe-

riod. What we have in this in-

dustry is immigrant workers

filling a need.  Agriculture field

workers are mostly immi-

grants, or temporary immi-

grants on visas contracted by

Americans farms, or undocu-

mented immigrants. They are

the backbone of this industry. 

According to the Pew Re-

search Center, 26% of agricul-

ture workers are

undocumented immigrants.

But in some areas of the coun-

try, that number is higher.

Robert Guenther, senior vice

president for public policy for

the United Fresh Produce As-

sociation, estimates “undocu-

mented farm workers in some

regions are at 50 to 70%.” The

Department of Labor is less

conservative than Pew and puts

the number of undocumented

agriculture workers at 46%

Fact: Immigrants are not

making wages cheaper. The

Bureau of Labor Statistics

Standard found that higher

labor supply caused by immi-

grants only initially depress

wages, but over time, compa-

nies increase investment to re-

store the amount of capital per

worker, which then restores

wages. 

The National Academies

of Sciences, Engineering, and

Medicine studies the wage im-

pact of immigrants over peri-

ods of ten years or more and

found immigration has only a

small effect on wages of na-

tive-born workers. Those who

are likely to have their wages

negatively affected are prior

immigrants or native-born

workers without a high school

degree.

A study from Penn Whar-

ton, University of Pennsylva-

nia’s school of business, made

a similar conclusion. The Penn

Wharton study says immi-

(from page 4, IMMIGRANTS...)

grants have had little effect on

Americans’ wages in the long

run since the 1970s.

David Kallick, the director

of Immigration Research Ini-

tiative at the Fiscal Policy In-

stitute, said “"It may seem

surprising, but study after study

has shown that immigration ac-

tually improves wages to U.S.-

born workers and provides

more job opportunities for

U.S.-born workers. The fact is

that immigrants often push

U.S.-born workers up in the

labor market rather than out of

it."

Fact: Immigrants are

leaders in innovation that

boosts economic progress.

They make up a disproportion-

ately high share of patent fil-

ings, science and technology

graduates, and senior positions

at top venture capital-funded

firms. 76% of patents from top

10 U.S. patent-producing uni-

versities had at least one for-

eign-born author. There is a

historical link that innovation

grows the GDP.

Professor Abinales men-

tioned Diosdado Banatao

among the Silicon Valley

movers-and-shakers. Born in

Iguig, Cagayan, Philippines,

Banatao moved to Silicon Val-

ley to become a venture capi-

talist and technology innovator.

Back in the Philippines, and

here in the U.S., he is known as

the “Pinoy Bill Gates.

Fact: Immigrants con-

tribute to the economy as en-

trepreneurs and small

business owners. Immigrants

are more likely to own busi-

nesses than native-born Amer-

icans. An analysis from the

Small Business Administration

found that 10.5 percent of U.S.

immigrants own a business,

compared with 9.3 percent of

native-born Americans. 

In Hawaii, nearly 20,000

immigrant business owners ac-

counted for nearly a quarter of

all self-employed Hawaii resi-

dents in 2015, generating

$384.7 million in business rev-

enue.

Fact: Immigrants play a

major role in corporate Amer-

ica. About one-third of compa-

nies that go public had at least

one immigrant founder. Of the

87 privately held companies

currently valued at over $1 bil-

lion, 51 percent had immigrant

founders, according to the Bu-

reau of Labor Statistics.

A report from the Partner-

ship for a New American

Economy shows that immi-

grant entrepreneurs are over-

represented on the list of

founders of Fortune 500 com-

panies. More than 40 percent of

Fortune 500 companies were

founded by immigrants or their

children.

The Net Positive Effect

When analyzing data

scholars look at all the interre-

lated parts and come up with a

net-positive or net-negative ef-

fect. Where much of the misin-

formation for political ends

takes place occurs when only

select data are used to present a

false picture. Analyzing multi-

ple positive and negative data

then making a conclusion ren-

ders greater accuracy. Immi-

grants’ positive tax

contributions to consumer

spending to workforce roles in

addition to the negative losses

of welfare assistance, public

education, and temporary de-

pression of wage must all be

considered to determine a net-

positive or net-negative effect.

A study from Penn Whar-

ton, University of Pennsylva-

nia’s school of business says
(continued on page 10)

"If all immigrants were just to disappear from the U.S.

workforce tomorrow, that would have a tremendous

negative impact on the economy. Immigrants are

overrepresented in a lot of occupations in both low- and

high-skilled jobs. You'd feel an impact and loss in many,

many different occupations and industries, from

construction and landscape to finance and IT."

- danIel coSTa,

dIRecToR of ImmIgRaTIon laW and PolIcy ReSeaRcH,

economIc PolIcy InSTITuTe
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The Parkland High School Survivors Seek Safety

eventeen students

won’t shout with

joy over the ac-

ceptance letter

they earned from

the college they

wanted to attend this fall.  Sev-

enteen families won’t plan

graduation celebrations this

May.  Seventeen sets of par-

ents won’t be trying to figure

out how to pay the college tu-

ition for their beloved

teenagers.  An AR-15 brought

all of that to an end on Valen-

tine’s Day 2018.

The dead are the starkest

victims, but they are not the

only ones.  The students of

Marjorie Stoneman Douglas

High School heard the shots,

ran into classrooms, huddled

in fear, and will never be the

same.  This last week they

buried classmates and friends

who they will never see or talk

to again.  The parents of those

murdered will never see their

children come through the

door at the end of the day and

ask them, “How was school?”

Parents of those who survived

will never again be free of the

fear that they might get the

phone call that says “I’m

sorry…”

These passionate students

and thousands of their col-

leagues across the nation are

demanding that we adults take

action to stop the violence.

The deaths and wounds of

hundreds of innocent lives are

the result of the refusal to

stand up to the 5 million mem-

bers of the NRA, who insist

their right to possess war zone

weapons is more important

than the lives of Americans.

High schoolers and those

seeking to prevent future vio-

lent mass murders will march

in Washington, DC on March

24.

This is not a school safety

issue.  Mother Jones magazine

published a comprehensive

database by researchers at

Harvard University of mass

shootings in the U.S. from

1982-2018 (“US Mass Shoot-

ings, 1982-2018”), corrobo-

rated by an FBI study.  At least

97 mass shootings have taken

place in the past 35 years.  The

data show the incidence of

mass shootings is rising.

Twelve of the 97 attacks took

place in schools.  Twenty mas-

sacres occurred in the work-

place.  Thirty others were

leveled in shopping malls,

restaurants, places of worship,

and government buildings.

The average age of the killers

was 35.  Here are some of the

deadliest:  

■ 26 dead, 20 injured, Texas

First Baptist Church,

Sutherland Springs, Texas,

November 2017

■ 58 dead, 546 injured, open

air concert, Las Vegas,

Nevada, October 2017

■ 14 dead, 21 injured, San

Bernadino, California, De-

cember 2015

■ 12 dead, 8 injured, Navy

Yard, Washington, D.C.,

July 2013

■ 12 dead, 70 injured, movie

theatre, Aurora, Colorado,

July 2012

■ 13 dead, 30 injured, Fort

Hood, Texas, November

2009

■ 14 dead, 4 injured, class-

room, Binghampton, New

York, April 2009

■ 32 injured, 23 dead, Vir-

ginia Tech University,

Blacksburg, Virginia,

April 2007

■ 15 dead, 21 injured, high

school, Columbine, Col-

orado, 1999

More than 75% of the

weapons in these 97 mas-

sacres were obtained legally:

dozens of assault weapons

and semi-automatic handguns

with high-capacity maga-

zines.  A .40-caliber Glock

ended 10 lives at a school in

Red Lake, Minnesota in 2005.

A .40-caliber Glock and AR-

15 assault rifle executed 15 in

a dark movie theatre in Au-

rora, Colorado.  A .223 Bush-

master semi-automatic assault

rifle was used to gun down 20

school children and six adults

in Sandy Hook Elementary

School in Newtown, Con-

necticut.  Of 143 weapons

used in these 97 massacres,

71 were semi-automatic

handguns and 28 were rifles.

The 2013 Assault Weapons

ban, blocked by Republicans

in Congress, would have out-

lawed 48 of those weapons –

42 high-capacity magazines

dropped to 12 and deaths to

89.  After the law expired in

2004, between 2004-2014, in-

cidences rose to 34 and deaths

skyrocketed to 302. 

Congress has not, since

1994, been willing to act to

protect Americans.  President

Obama made it harder for the

mentally ill to obtain these

weapons, by executive order

because Congress refused to

care about our safety.  His ef-

fort was overturned last year

by a bill from Senator Chuck

Grassley of Iowa and signed

by President Trump, making

it again easier for the men-

tally ill to buy assault

weapons by preventing their

inclusion on the FBI back-

ground checks list.  Republi-

cans in Congress send their

prayers, but insist on “Second

Amendment rights”.  After

each mass shooting, leaders

such as Paul Ryan, tell us we

are having knee-jerk reactions

and that it is not time to take

action.  

Lawmakers entrusted with

protecting Americans cannot

continue allowing the carnage.

We are not restricting any-

one’s right to own guns.  We

are simply trying to make it

less possible for massacres to

happen and less deadly if these

do.

In the face of Congress’s

24-year long refusal to act to

protect our citizens, we ask the

50 states to introduce and pass

strict laws to stop machine gun

massacres.  Americans should

be able to go to movies and

concerts, shopping malls,

workplaces, and church with-

out fear that a killer with an

automatic gun or rifle will cut

our lives short.  We should be

able to send our children to

school without fear they will

be gunned down by a legally

obtained weapon capable of

rapid murders. 

We are Americans.  We

need to stand together for our

common defense and protec-

tion.  Our enemy is the auto-

matic weapon.  Too much

blood has been spilled, too

many lives lost.  This is not a

knee jerk reaction.  This is an

imperative for our nation’s

survival.

and 20 assault weapons.

After an AK-47 was used

to kill five children and injure

29 more at a school in Stock-

ton, California, Ohio Democ-

rat Senator Howard

Metzenbaum introduced the

original assault weapons ban

bill in 1993.  With New York

Congressman Charles

Schumer, their attempt to stop

the bloodshed was politically

ahead of its time.  Its “kitchen

sink” solutions included li-

censing and weapons to be

banned.  In 1994, Rep.

Schumer and New Jersey Sen.

Bill Bradley introduced a bill

aimed at stopping illegal gun

trafficking.  Almost all hand-

guns on America’s streets start

as legal weapons, then are

stolen or sold through shady

deals or bought by those with-

out proper documentation or

through straw buyers, who

then turn them over to illegal

dealers to be sold on the

streets as weapons of death.

The Republicans who con-

trolled Congress stopped both

bills in their tracks.

Then two other back-to-

back mass shootings hap-

pened.  At a San Francisco,

California law firm, eight

were killed and six injured,

while on a Long Island, New

York railroad train, five died

and 19 were wounded.  Sena-

tor Diane Feinstein said the

shooting at 101 California

Street in her home state

“made clear that increasing

sophistication of weapons had

made it possible for a mass

shooter to murder large num-

bers of people in a matter of

minutes.”  President Bill

Clinton signed into law her

assault weapons ban.  The

1994 law banned 18 specific

assault weapons, firearms

with military-style features

like a bayonet mount, a flash

suppressor or a folding stock,

and high-capacity magazines

holding over 10 bullets.

(Washington Post, 2/22/18,

“The Real Reason Congress

Banned Assault Weapons in

1994 – and Why It Worked.”)

Intended to reduce deaths by

mass shootings, statistics

showed the law worked.

From 1994-2004, incidences

S

By Sheryll Bonilla, Esq.
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel 

Samonte Tipon

ere, as in

many other

areas, honesty

remains the

best policy.” –

U.S. v.

Tatoyan, 474 F.3d 1174 (9th

Cir. 2007) (criminal prosecu-

tion for failure to declare more

than $10,000 in cash the defen-

dants were carrying). 

On February 13, 2018, Cus-

toms and Border Protection

(CBP) officers were conducting

an inspection of a private plane

at the Honolulu International

Airport. The plane was carrying

2 crewmembers and 4 passen-

gers, including one who report-

edly claims to be the

“Appointed Son of God” and

FSS, the alleged “business man-

ager” of their religious organi-

zation. (Didn’t you know that

religion is a business?) They

were destined for the Philip-

pines. A CBP officer provided

the passengers with a currency

reporting form. Passenger FSS

declared she was carrying

$40,000 in U.S. currency. An-

other CBP officer then provided

FSS a FinCEN Form 105. FSS

completed the FinCen Form

105 and declared $40,000 U.S.

Currency and 1,000 PH Pesos.

See U.S. District Court for the

District of Hawaii. MAG. NO.

18-0130 KSC. 

A supervisor and another

officer inspected a black rolling

carry-on luggage inside the

plane and found numerous

black socks neatly bundled.

They opened the socks and

found stacks of $100.00 bills

within the socks. The officers

asked the passengers to identify

their luggage. FSS identified a

blue purse and the black rolling

carry-on luggage as her prop-

erty. Officers counted $335,000

and $9,000 Australian dollars

inside the black rolling carry-

on luggage. None of that

money was reported by FSS to

the CBP officers as required by

31 U.S. Code § 5316.

31 U.S. Code § 5316 pro-

vides that a person or an agent

or bailee of the person shall file

a report when they transport, or

about to transport, or has trans-

ported monetary instruments of

more than $10,000 at one time,

from a place in the United

States to or through a place

outside the United States, or to

a place in the United States

from or through a place outside

the United States; or receives

monetary instruments of more

than $10,000 at one time trans-

ported into the United States

from or through a place out-

side the United States.  The re-

port is filed on a form issued

by the Department of the Trea-

sury’s Financial Crimes En-

forcement Network - FinCEN

Form 105. https://fincen-form-

105.pdffiller.com/

The following day, Valen-

tine’s Day, a CBP officer filed

a Criminal Complaint against

FSS with the U.S. District

Court for the District of

Hawaii. MAG. NO. 18-0130

KSC, alleging, among others

that on February 13, 2018, in

the District of Hawaii, FSS,

with intent to evade a currency

reporting requirement under

31 U.S. Code § 5316, did

knowingly conceal more than

$10,000 in currency, namely,

approximately $335,00 in U.S.

dollars and $9,000 in Aus-

tralian dollars, in an article of

luggage and did attempt to

transport such currency from a

place within the United States

to a place outside the United

States, in violation of 31 USC

§ 5332(a). 

31 USC § 5332 provides:

(a) (1) Whoever, with the in-

tent to evade a currency re-

porting requirement under

section 5316, knowingly con-

ceals more than $10,000 in

currency or other monetary in-

struments on the person of

such individual or in any con-

veyance, article of luggage,

merchandise, or other con-

tainer, and transports or trans-

fers or attempts to transport or

transfer such currency or mon-

etary instruments from a place

within the United States to a

place outside of the United

States, or from a place outside

Smuggling Dollars or Carrying
Valentine's Day Gifts?

the United States to a place

within the United States, shall

be guilty of a currency smug-

gling offense and subject to

punishment pursuant to sub-

section (b). 

Penalty for currency smug-

gling

A person convicted of a

currency smuggling offense

under subsection (a), or a con-

spiracy to commit such of-

fense, shall be imprisoned for

not more than 5 years. In addi-

tion, the court, in imposing sen-

tence under paragraph (1), shall

order that the defendant forfeit

to the United States, any prop-

erty, real or personal, involved

in the offense, and any property

traceable to such property. 

I discussed this case on

our radio show, the Tipon Re-

port, on KNDI last February

15. A number of listeners

asked how I would defend

such a case. I told them to bet-

ter ask my son, Noel Tipon,

since he has experience in this

kind of case and saved his

clients from going to jail and

recovered almost all of the

money that was seized.

CBP officers will want to

ask the suspect a lot of ques-

tions. From whom did you get

the money? To whom do you

intend to give the money?

Why were you carrying cash?

Who are involved with you?

Did you report this money to

the IRS? Have you ever done

this before?  Etc.

CBP officers will ask

proof of your claims. If you

claim you earned the money,

they will want to see your in-

come statement. 

The most important thing

for a person whose money has

been seized is to follow Sena-

tor Gene Magsaysay’s motto:

“Less talk, less mistake. No

talk, no mistake.” Ask the of-

ficers to give you an opportu-

nity to talk to a lawyer before

you answer their questions. 

Unfortunately, many

lawyers will take the line of

least resistance and advise you

to plead guilty or no contest

even without reviewing the ev-

idence and evaluating the case.

Does the lawyer you have in-

terviewed know the elements

of the offense that must be

proved by the government be-

yond a reasonable doubt? Does

he know whether it must be

proven that the alleged of-

fender “knowingly concealed”

or simply “concealed” the

money? Does he know whether

the government must prove

“willfulness” or not? 

Does the lawyer know

whether the alleged offender

can introduce evidence of the

apparently legitimate source of

the confiscated money or the

benevolent purpose of such

money, like Valentine’s Day

gifts? Can the alleged offender

introduce evidence that she had

no evil intent? Is that a de-

fense?  See U.S. v. Tatoyan,

474 F.3d 1174 (9th Cir. 2007). 

Can the alleged offender

claim that the money in her

luggage was not hers and

claim ignorance of how the

money got there? 

Will the complaint be

amended to include the other

passengers in the private jet?

Will the complaint be amended

to include additional charges,

like violation of 31 USC 5316

(currency reporting require-

ment) or 18 U.S.C. § 1001

(making false statements)?

Will the private jet be forfeited

to the U.S. government? 

Crime involving moral  turpi-

tude?

Is dollar smuggling a

crime involving moral turpi-

tude, thereby subjecting the

offender to deportation? There

is an unreported decision of

the Board of Immigration Ap-

peals saying that it is not. 

If you plan to hire a

lawyer, interview him/her well

and determine the knowledge

and experience he has and

whether he is the “abogado de

plead guilty” variety. If the

lawyer spends more time con-

vincing you to surrender rather

than fight, say “adios” and

look for another. 

Remember that the

penalty is imprisonment for 5

years, not imprisonment or

fine. The court is not author-

ized to impose just a fine.

aTTy. TIPon has a Master of

Laws degree from Yale Law School

and a Bachelor of Laws degree

from the University of the Philip-

pines. He specializes in immigra-

tion law and criminal defense.

Office: American Savings Bank

Tower, 1001 Bishop Street, Suite

2305, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel.

808 225 2645 E-Mail:

filamlaw@yahoo.com. Websites:

www.MilitaryandCriminalLaw.co

m. He is from Laoag City and

Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served

as an Immigration Officer. He is

co-author of “Immigration Law

Service, 1st ed.,” an 8-volume

practice guide for immigration of-

ficers and lawyers. This article is a

general overview of the subject

matter discussed and is not inized

United States citizen
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IRS Warns of New Tax Refund Scam

t’s tax season and

the Internal Rev-

enue Service

(IRS) is warning

taxpayers about a

new - and growing

- scam involving erroneous tax

refunds being deposited into

real taxpayer bank accounts.

Then the crooks use various

tactics to con taxpayers into

turning over the funds. 

The IRS says it’s a new

twist on an old scam. The dif-

ference? Unlike previous vari-

ations on the scams, there is

"proof" that the call from the

alleged IRS representative is

for real: The taxpayer typically

does have a bogus tax refund in

his or her bank account.

How it works. Thieves are

using phishing and other

schemes to steal client data

from tax professionals. Then,

using that data, they file fraud-

ulent tax returns and use the

taxpayers' real bank accounts

to deposit erroneous tax re-

funds. Finally, the thieves, pos-

ing as IRS or other law

enforcement, call attention to

the error and ask taxpayers to

return the money to them.

To get the funds from real

taxpayers, thieves use various

tactics. In one version, crimi-

nals posing as debt collection

agency officials acting on be-

half of the IRS reach out to tax-

payers to say a refund was

deposited in error, and ask the

taxpayers to forward the

money to their collection

agency.

In another version, taxpay-

ers who receive an erroneous

tax refund receive an auto-

mated call with a recorded

voice claiming to be from IRS;

the caller threatens taxpayers

with criminal fraud charges, an

arrest warrant and a “blacklist-

ing” of their Social Security

number. The recorded voice

then gives the taxpayer a case

number and a telephone num-

ber to call to return the refund.

"It's super-sophisticated,"

said Luis Garcia, a spokesper-

son for the IRS In Detroit.

"If you haven't filed your

taxes — especially if you're not

expecting a refund — and

money shows up in your ac-

count, don't touch it." 

Taxpayers who file elec-

tronically may find that their

tax return is booted back be-

cause a tax return with their So-

cial Security number has

already been filed. In that

event, follow the steps outlined

in the Taxpayer Guide to Iden-

tity Theft. Taxpayers who are

"Return of erroneous refund

check because (and give a brief

explanation of the reason for

returning the refund check)."

If the erroneous refund was

a paper check and you have

cashed it:

*Submit a personal check,

money order, etc., immediately

to the appropriate IRS location

listed below.

If you no longer have ac-

cess to a copy of the check, call

the IRS toll-free at

1.800.829.1040 (individual) or

1.800.829.4933 (business) (see

telephone and local assistance

for hours of operation) and ex-

plain to the IRS representative

that you need information to

repay a cashed refund check.

* W r i t e  o n  t h e

check/money order: Payment

of Erroneous Refund, the tax

period for which the refund

was issued, and your taxpayer

identification number (SSN,

EIN, or ITIN).

*Include a brief explana-

tion of the reason for returning

the refund.

Act quickly: Repaying an

erroneous refund in this man-

ner may result in interest owed

to the IRS (remember, it's not

your money to begin with).

In addition to returning the

erroneous tax return, the IRS

encourages taxpayers to dis-

cuss the issue with their finan-

cial institutions. Since the bad

guys have access to your bank

accounts, there may be a need

to close those accounts. Tax-

payers receiving erroneous re-

funds should immediately

should contact their tax prepar-

ers.

The IRS reported that cy-

bercriminals had been targeting

tax professionals. According to

the IRS, there were 177 tax

professionals or firms that re-

ported data thefts involving

client information relating to

thousands of tax filers from

January 2017 through May

2017. Much of that theft started

with a phishing e-mail sent to

the tax professional posing as a

potential client to gain access

to the professionals’ computer

systems and collect the per-

sonal information of existing

clients.

not able to file electronically

should mail a paper tax return

along with form 14039, Iden-

tity Theft Affidavit (downloads

as a pdf), with a statement that

they were victims of a tax pre-

parer data breach. For more on

tax-related-identity theft, click

here.

The IRS warns that ver-

sions of the scam may continue

to evolve. The number of po-

tential taxpayer victims has al-

ready jumped from a few

hundred to several thousand in

just days. The IRS Criminal In-

vestigation division is continu-

ing its investigation into the

scope and breadth of this

scheme.

Many times, scammers try

to use direct deposit. But some

could have a fraudulent refund

check mailed to your home.

They're hoping you cash it —

and don't spend it — and then

hand over the money. Or

maybe they're planning to steal

that check out of your mailbox. 

If this happens to you - and

you do have a bogus tax refund

in your bank account - here's

how the IRS wants you to re-

turn the funds and avoid being

scammed:

If the erroneous refund was

a direct deposit:

*Contact the Automated

Clearing House (ACH) depart-

ment of the bank/financial in-

stitution where the direct

deposit was received and have

them return the refund to the

IRS.

*Call the IRS toll-free at

1.800.829.1040 (individual) or

1.800.829.4933 (business) to

explain why the direct deposit

is being returned.

If the erroneous refund was

a paper check and hasn't been

cashed:

*Write "Void" in the en-

dorsement section on the back

of the check.

*Submit the check imme-

diately to the appropriate IRS

location listed below. The loca-

tion is based on the city (possi-

bly abbreviated) on the bottom

text line in front of the words

TAX REFUND on your refund

check. Don't staple, bend, or

paper clip the check.

*Include a note stating,

I

by  HFC Staff

BOOK REVIEW

Know the Philippines’
Territory

ina Cuyugan, au-

thor and editor

notes in the back

cover that “…

these beguiling

essays on what

lies beyond the

fringes of Philippine recorded

history—whether pointing out

the laughing carabao on the

margins of a centuries old map

or combing for shards of Ming

porcelain on a coral beach—

Ocampo reminds us that the

endless gathering and joining

and breaking apart of ‘useless’

bits is, after all, what makes us

what we are, and connects us

with others in their own quest

for identity.”

Ambeth R. Ocampo is As-

sociate Professor at Ateneo de

Manila University and served

as the Philippines’ Chair of the

National Commission of Cul-

ture and the Arts (NCCA)

from 2005-2007 and Chair of

the National Historical Com-

mission from 2002-2011.  A

prolific writer and a popular

lecturer, he also moderates a

growing Facebook page

<https://www.facebook.com/

A m b e t h - R - O c a m p o -

47261762634/>

The first essay in the

book is “Mapping the Na-

tion,” on the two maps origi-

nally drawn by Nicolas de la

Cruz Bagay in 1734, based on

an earlier map by the Jesuit

Pedro Murillo y Velarde.  The

large format Velarde Murillo

map of 1734 is quite rare con-

sidering there are only 50

known copies of this.  The

other map is a reduced version

of this large format map, en-

graved and signed by Nicolas

de la Cruz Bagay in 1744.

This version has embellish-

ments which include a charm-

ing depiction of the Filipino

people in their native attire

decorated with local fruits and

flowers and a smiling carabao.

The photographs of the maps

illustrate the essay. The author

concludes that “Filipinos

should know the complete ter-

ritory of their country…” (em-

phasis by the author).  

Perhaps by knowing the

complete extent of the coun-

try’s territory, its leaders will

also show more spine in as-

serting ownership.

Copies of the book are

available at Kalamansi Books

& Things <kalamansi-

books@gmail.com>.

by  Rose Churma

T
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TRAVEL & TOURISM

he municipality of

Tibiao, Antique is

eyeing to attract

adventure enthu-

siasts as it estab-

lishes a festival to

promote one of its rivers.

Last weekend, the munic-

ipality of Tibiao held the first

Tibiao River festival, which

coincided with the first Na-

tional Extreme River Tubing

Race. River tubing is a recre-

ational activity where individ-

uals ride on a inner tube to

navigate a river.

Tibiao water festival direc-

tor Flord Calawag told re-

porters they only discovered

the potential of the Tibiao

River when Australian organiz-

ers of a previous kayaking

event made them aware of it.

Tibiao is classified as grade 4

river in terms of adventure,

which means it’s ideal for

white water and extreme

sports.

The festival aims to pro-

mote the Tibiao River’s poten-

tial for water sports.

Calawag added that the

number of ecotourists visiting

the Tibiao River has been

growing.

“As a matter of fact, almost

everyday we’re getting eco-

tours, Russians, Americans,

Australians that come here,” he

said. “A lot of foreigners now

want to experience Filipino hos-

pitality through these activities.

So it’s like an immersion of na-

ture, adventure and culture.”

Around 100 to 150 partic-

ipants took part in the sports

activities of the festival. Each

participant paid an environ-

mental fee, which will be used

to maintain the tourism sites in

the municipality.

“All of the resort owners

and our partners and sponsors

are environmentalists. So

we’re very keen on solid waste

management,“ the festival di-

rector said.

In addition, the members

of the community will be

given livelihood with the cel-

ebration of the festival, such as

the drivers of vans and tricy-

cles that will transport partici-

pants and visitors to the venue.

The national extreme river

tubing race will henceforth be

held twice a year, in February

because it’s the municipal fi-

esta, and October because of

Apart from its mountains

and rivers, Antique is also

home to a number of island

destinations such as the Marai-

son and Nogas, among others.

Last year, Antique visitor

arrivals numbered 162,925.

Antique is eyeing to grow its

tourist arrivals by 20 percent

this year as it banks on it

sports and eco-tourism offer-

ings. (www.philstar.com)

the rainy season, which is

ideal for the sport.

Antique is also known for

its kawa bath, wherein a kawa,

a huge kettle previously used

in sugar mills, is filled with

water, herbs and flowers and

heated by a wood fire to the

desired temperature. Guests

enjoy a nice warm soak, usu-

ally for 30 minutes, but many

opt to extend the relaxing bath.

T

Tibiao, Antique: River tubing &
kawa baths

Antique’s unique kawa bath is a relaxing experience.

by  Catherine Talavera
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FOOD & LEISURE

( HEALTH & FAMILY from page 9, COLON ....)

from the government.

While much of the national

debate over immigration is fo-

cused on political and cultural

issues, the economic effects

immigrants have must also be

considered. The problem is that

when they are mentioned, se-

lect data is used to fuel myths

without consideration of over-

all contributions. The bulk of

scholarly research shows that

immigration is beneficial to the

U.S. economy when weighing

in all their contributions and

losses. The long-term impact to

the economy from immigrants

is broadly positive -- this is

what Americans should know

of today’s immigration.

overall immigration (docu-

mented and undocumented)

has a net-positive effect on

combined federal, state, and

local budgets. But the study

recognizes there are regional

differences by state and coun-

ties with large populations of

less educated, lower-income

immigrants showing net-nega-

tive costs due to heavier use of

public services, especially pub-

lic education.

In just tax contributions

alone, the National Academy of

Sciences says the average immi-

grant contributes over the span

of a lifetime at least $92,000

more in taxes compared to the

benefits that he or she claims

COVER STORY (from page 5, IMMIGRANTS...)

Filipino Jaycees to
Hold 45th Reunion

F
ormerly known as the

O a h u  F i l i p i n o

Jaycees, the Filipino

Junior Chamber, will hold its

upcoming 45th reunion to be

held Saturday, May 5, 2018

6:00 pm at the newly reno-

vated Alohilani Resort

Waikiki Beach (formerly

known as Pacific Beach

Hotel).

Event Chairman Larry

Ordonez who served as

Jaycee Chapter President 35

years ago said, “The reunion

is aimed at paying tribute to

the many accomplishments

by past and present Filipino

Jaycee members in the State

of Hawaii.  We want to bring

Jaycees from 1973 to present

together in a fun-filled room,

aiming to create relationships

and mentorships that will

open opportunities for both

young and seasoned profes-

sionals, ultimately effecting a

positive impact and on the fu-

ture of Hawaii.”

The Filipino Jaycees have

ran community service proj-

ects and individual develop-

ment projects including:  Ten

Outstanding Pilipino Students

Scholarship Awards (TOPS)

which recognizes ten deserv-

ing high school students

throughout Oahu; Volunteer

Income Tax Assistance

(VITA) where chapter mem-

bers trained by the Internal

Revenue Service prepare in-

come tax returns free of

charge; Muscular Dystrophy

Association Fundraising;

Adopt a Highway Program;

the Filipino Fiesta Parade;

Parliamentary Procedure; Fi-

n a n c i a l  M a n a g e m e n t ;

“Speak-Up” to improve pub-

lic speaking and presentation

skills; and, Spiritual Develop-

ment, just to name a few. 

Net proceeds from the re-

union will be used to fund

community and individual de-

velopment projects of the Fil-

ipino Junior Chamber.

For more information,

call David Floirendo at 808

748-9904.

hen I first

started doing

popup dinner

events in the

United States

two years ago,

one of the biggest dilemmas I

faced was what kind of Filipino

food I would feed the Ameri-

can public.

Cooking traditional, classic

Filipino food seemed like the

best way to go about it. After

all, if indeed Filipino food was

“not as popular” as other

cuisines at that time, wouldn’t

cooking traditional be the best

way to educate them?

There were also questions

on “modernizing” the recipes

or changing the presentation. If

I did, would I be

straying too far

from tradition and

therefore not be

cooking “real”

Filipino food? The

other thought was

to avoid the

“weirder” flavors

and concentrate on flavors that

were easier to digest, like the

adobos, the sinigangs and kini-

laws, and avoid the dinuguans

and papaitans. That way,

Americans could be eased into

the cuisine.

When I landed in San

Francisco to do my first popup

(in collaboration with Filipino

Kitchen), I was immediately

whisked into the Filipino com-

munity, particularly the Pinoys

deep into Filipino cultural

work.

Filipino Kitchen helped me

I realize how far Filipino food

and culture had come. Forget

about easing people into the

cuisine; even non-Filipinos

know what adobo, sisig and

kinilaw are. In as much as

some loved to claim that Fil-

ipino food was “the next big

by  Sharwin Tee
thing,” it was already there.

Cooking well-known, tradi-

tional Filipino food was some-

thing I could do, which would

be nice, but it was time to cook

beyond that.

In my last popup held last

October in Detroit, Michigan,

as I composed the menu with

my collaborators, Sarap Detroit

and Filipino Kitchen, I decided

it was time to add a dish I had

been working on for over a

year. After learning about Sorol

on a trip to Camiguin, I worked

on a slightly modified version

of this dish, hoping I could

master it and use it at the

proper time.

That was the proper time. I

was heartened to see the posi-

tive reactions to the Sorol, as

the diners, Filipino and non-

Filipino alike, loved the rather

unconventional flavor combi-

nation of coconut milk, ginger

and Mexican oregano, and they

were curious about a dish they

had never heard about. I gladly

told them the story of how I

learned to make the dish from

an unassuming carinderia be-

side the soda pool resort in

Camiguin. It was amazing to

see how a dish from Camiguin

and its accompanying story

would end up in the Eastern

Market in Detroit.

Just recently, another team

of chefs brought a stream of de-

licious Filipino dishes into an-

other venue. It wasn’t just any

venue, though; it was the James

Beard House. Known as a

venue that has housed many

great chefs, it was another sight

to behold as five chefs deliv-

ered a multi-course Filipino

dinner to a sold-out foodie au-

dience.

What I was most excited

about was that there was no

adobo and no sinigang on the

menu. These chefs brought in

a host of dishes that would

make even the most hardcore

Filipino foodie proud. Labeled

as a “Regional Filipino Din-

ner,” the menu was filled with

dishes abundant in the chefs’

personal stories or origins:

Pancit Isabella from Miguel

Trinidad of Jeepney and Ma-

harlika in New York, Octopus

Escabeche from chef Lou Bo-

quilla of Perla in Philadelphia,

and Salmon Sarciado from

Melissa Miranda of Musang in

Seattle were just some of the

dishes that amazed and im-

pressed that night.

Then, if you want to talk

about unabashed Filipino fla-

vors, Francis Ang of Pinoy

Heritage in San Francisco

dropped in a Wagyu Tartare

that was flavored with Maguin-

danaoan Palapa (a spice paste

Mindanao is famous for).

To top it all off, Carlo La-

magna, whose Magna Restau-

rant is set to open in Portland in

the summer, decided to drop all

inhibitions and proudly served

up his Dinardaraan with Pig’s

Ear Chicharon, the Ilocano ver-

sion of dinuguan.

Serving Filipino Food in America

(continued on page 15)

W
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Wagyu Tartare with Maguindanao Palapa 
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

Chloe Kim

By Emil Guillermo

ow did it feel to

be in Hawaii,

where shave ice

passes for snow

and watching the

W i n t e r

Olympics is kind of, meh?

Frankly, I remember being

in Honolulu during the 2006

games and really getting into

curling! 

What do you know?  12

years later, the U.S. wins Men’s

Curling gold! 

It’s a big deal if you know

the trouble you go through to

get a perm. 

Here’s a thought: Why is it

that little Norway, population 5

million--less than the size of a

major American city-- is so

dominant in the winter games?

Genes? Jeans? The cold? 

Well there may be hope in

a generation or two as Filipinos

are the second largest Asian

immigrant group to Norway,

with nearly 20,000

Noweepinos.

I can feel it coming some-

day. Filipino skeleton racers

sliding to gold.

But for now, I wish I could

have hung on to the Chloe Kim

snowboarding victory in the

opening days,  and let it last the

entire Olympic period. 

You may have noticed, this

was supposed to be an Asian

American Winter Olympics in

Asia, especially the way NBC

was pushing both Kim and

men's figure skater Nathan

Chen. 

We know about the Asian

American Olympians of the

past from Kristi Yamaguchi and

Michelle Kwan. Asian Ameri-

can women are hell on blades. 

But would these be the

games where Nathan Chen cre-

ates a new Asian American

male stereotype? Would we be

transported from the one-inch

punching Bruce Lee to the new

King of Quads in a Vera Wang

costume (one that doesn't mal-

function)?

Perhaps in 2022. Not quite

this time.

After Kim's scintillating

snowboard run that lasted less

than a minute, Chen took the

spotlight and stumbled in the

team competition. He helped to

win Bronze there, but that was

well short of the goal. 

The graceless tumbling

continued for the women

skaters. As they say in the

school rhyme, they all fell

down.

Though Mirai Nagasu

nailed an historic opening triple

axel and was lauded in the

team skate, she struggled in the

individual skates along with

teammate Karen Chen and bot-

tomed out the top ten.

Nathan Chen tried to rally

with a tremendous quad per-

formance in his individual long

skate, but it wasn't enough to

medal.

After Kim's smashing start,

we only had the ice dancing

Shibutanis' Bronze in ice danc-

ing to cheer. 

And what a coincidence:

Alex and Maia medaled and

took their star turn around the

same time as the 76th anniver-

sary of Executive Order 9066.

Asian Americans of Japan-

ese descent weren't foreigners

then or now. 

At these games, here were

the #ShibSibs representing all

of America.

Of course, they were third

best at these games. But with

the America-centric coverage,

it was hard to tell. The Shib-

Sibs tended to get more air

time on NBC than the Gold

medalists Virtue and Moir of

Canada. (But hey, they have

better health care; they will sur-

vive).

But I found how you really

Diversity Breakthrough Averted, Winter
Olympics Still White as Snow

couldn't tell a person's nation-

ality or ethnicity at these games

without a score card, passport,

or blood test.

That's for certain when it

came to drugs. The official

name for Putin's team was The

Olympic Athletes of Russia. I

added an N.O.D., for "Not on

Drugs." It was quite a state-

ment at the games--especially

when a Russian curler was dis-

qualified for testing positive

during the competition itself.

Watching them throughout,

they could have easily been

Russian immigrants to the U.S.

They were mostly all white. In

these Olympics, you could be

an American with dual citizen-

ship and race for the country of

your family's heritage. 

American Filipinos Asa

Miller, a 17-year-old skier from

Oregon, downhill skied for the

Philippines team and finished

70th.

His teammate was Los An-

geles-based Michael Christian

Martinez, who finished 28th in

the men's individual figure

skating competition.

I kept wondering why

Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte couldn't place himself

on the Philippine team in the

Biathlon, considering his

renowned shooting skills. Just

try to stop him. 

The loosened rules, espe-

cially those allowing dual citi-

zens through birth and

immigration to compete, were

actually a refreshing thing

about these games. 

Americans competing on

other countries' teams? You

mean like Trump not acting on

Russian meddling in our elec-

tions as if he's on Team Russia?

Can I get an "America

First?"

For me, it's these little

things that will mark the 2018

Olympic games. Images of VP

Mike Pence in close proximity

to the sister of Kim Jong Un.

The North Korean cheerlead-

ing squad. And the combined

Korean team playing on the

same hockey team. 

The North Koreans got

what they wanted out of these

games. But who knows if its

semi-soft diplomacy will

thwart or hasten the start of a

major war. 

And then there was this lit-

tle colonial act by NBC.

Colonial tounge

Now that it’s over,

Pyeongchang, South Korea

shall return  to what it was

called before it got Olympic

ringed and played by NBC.

The city will be known

once again by its pre-colonial

pronunciation. 

That would not be Pyeong-

CHANG, but rather the correct

K o r e a n  p r o n u n c i a t i o n

"Pyeong-Chahng."

As my fellow Asian Amer-

ican Journalists Association

members put out in a video

guide, it's more "Ch-AHNG,"

with a definite "AH," sound,

the kind you'd make to a doctor

if you wanted him to correct

your pronunciation. 

Definitely, it's not the hard

sound "CHANG," as in "you

rang?"

For the last two weeks,

we've been "chang"-ed to

death, which is no big deal, un-

less you are concerned with the

truth, accuracy, and authentic-

ity. You know, the stuff journal-

ists should care about.

Perhaps that's not as bad as

getting North and South Korea

confused. One is the country

that makes your smart TV and

Android devices.

The other is the home of

Trump's "Little Rocket Man." 

But pronunciation is an en-

tirely different matter, and it's a

big deal when it comes to a

broadcast medium.

It's like being in a concert

and hearing the same bad note

repeated over and over when-

ever people on NBC said ex-

actly where they were---which,

of course, was in a place no one

H

(continued on page 14)
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MAINLAND NEWS

ACROSS

1. "The Sound of Music" backdrop

5. Foundation

10. Beast

14. Bust maker

15. James Bond, for one

16. Musical instrument

17. Gulf V.I.P.

18. Strainer

19. Bite

20. Province in CARAGA

23. Babylonian god of the earth

24. Sound made by a cat

25. Arise

28. Witty amusing person who makes jokes

29. Basic unit of money in Nigeria

33. Brazilian cocktail

36. Denials

37. Big bang maker

38. Homosexual man

39. Any doctrine

41. 40 winks

42. Again

44. Kind of verb

47. Text of a popular song

49. .0000001 joule

50. Kitchen gadget

51. Breakfast bread

53. Atlantic catch

54. Finality

DOWN

1. Bibliographical suffix

2. Dalai ___

3. Bluenose

4. Wash thoroughly

5. Of primary importance

6. Against (Dialect)

7. Dealer in seeds

8. Inveighing

9. Grave marker

10.  Old World bunting

11. Reverse, e.g.

12. Lease

13. Advantage

21. Printing flourish

22. Mother Teresa, for one

25. In base 8

26. Shrewd

27. One who cites

28. Discursive

60. Brightly colored fish

61. In heaven

62. Casanova

64. All-night party

65. Stop (nautical)

66. Brain wave

67. Argued

68. Slow (musically)

69. Actor's goal

30. Charged, in a way

31. Steal goods

32. According to

34. Backstabber

35. Beast of burden

40. Fielding position in cricket

43. Enchanted

45. Skilled worker

46. Countercurrent

48. Newspaper div.

52. Acoustic

53. Literary or a musical composition

54. Large company, for short

55. Birthstone after sapphire

56. Church part

57. Clothe

58. Fizzy drink

59. Litigant

63. Consume

CROSSWORD by Carlito Lalicon
No. 7

(Ang sagot ay ilalabas sa susunod na isyu ng Chronicle)

Sen. Schatz Calls for Full-benefits Owed to Filipino WWII
Veterans

W
ASHINGTON--

U.S. Senators

Brian Schatz (D-

Hawai‘i) and Lisa Murkowski

(R-Alaska), members of the

Senate Appropriations Sub-

committee on Military Con-

struction and Veterans Affairs,

introduced the Filipino Veter-

ans Fairness Act of 2018. The

bipartisan legislation would re-

store the U.S. government’s

promise to Filipino World War

II veterans and ensure those

surviving are fully eligible for

the benefits they earned.

“Our broken promise to

Filipino WWII veterans and

their families is a stain on our

nation’s history. And while

we’ve tried to right that wrong,

there are still far too many who

have not received the basic vet-

erans’ benefits they earned,”

said Senator Schatz. “Time is

running out, and for some, it is

already too late.  We must act

quickly to pass this legislation

and fully honor the men and

women who fought with us and

served so bravely when we

needed them.”

The Filipino Veterans Fair-

ness Act of 2018 would elimi-

nate the distinction between the

Regular or “Old” Philippine

Scouts and the other three

groups of veterans — Com-

monwealth Army of the Philip-

pines, Recognized Guerrilla

Forces, and New Philippine

Scouts. It would also allow Fil-

ipino veterans’ spouses and

children to qualify for the same

Dependency and Indemnity

Compensation that current U.S.

veterans receive.

proud in support of the Filipino

Veterans Fairness Act,” said

Brendan Flores, National

Chairman of the National Fed-

eration of Filipino American

Associations (NaFFAA). “Just

as our Filipino veterans fought

bravely to defend the American

flag during World War II, it is

our duty to fight to ensure that

they receive the compensation

and benefits that they deserve.

NaFFAA remains committed to

working with Members of

Congress and community part-

ners to honor our veterans for

their sacrifices.”

Today, there are an esti-

mated 17,000 living Filipino

veterans of World War II, now

in their 80s and 90s.

More than 250,000 Fil-

ipinos served under the U.S.

flag in the Pacific during the

Second World War. As citizens

of a U.S. commonwealth dur-

ing the war, Filipinos were

promised full veterans benefits

for serving in the U.S. Armed

Forces. However, because of

the Rescission Act of 1946,

most Filipino World War II vet-

erans did not receive these ben-

efits and have been largely

under-recognized for their

wartime efforts. The Filipino

Veterans Fairness Act of 2018

would fulfill the moral obliga-

tion of the United States to take

care of its veterans and their

families.

“NaFFAA stands tall and

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Hawaii AG Opposes Citizenship Question on 2020 Census

A
cting Attorney Gen-

eral Russell Suzuki,

part of a coalition of

19 Attorneys General and the

State of Colorado, urged the

U.S. Department of Com-

merce to reject the addition of

a citizenship question to the

2020 decennial Census,

which would directly threaten

states’ fair representation in

Congress and the Electoral

College, as well as billions of

dollars in critical federal

funds for programs like Med-

icaid.

Under the Constitution,

the Census Bureau has an ob-

ligation to determine “the

whole number of persons in

each state.” Yet the addition of

a citizenship question to the

Census is expected to depress

participation among immi-

grants, causing a population

undercount that would dispro-

portionately harm states and

cities with large immigrant

communities. Non-citizens are

counted in the Census for the

purposes of federal funds, ap-

portioning of congressional

seats and Electoral College

votes, and the drawing of state

and local districts.

On December 12, 2017,

the U.S. Department of Jus-

tice requested that the Census

though the Census is sup-

posed to count all persons—

citizens and non-citizens

alike.

Bureau include a citizenship

question on the 2020 census

form sent to every household

in the United States, even
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LEGAL NOTES

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

lawful permanent residents. 

This was adopted by the

Grassley bill and this had the

lowest support even among

the GOP membership.

With what happened last

Thursday, Dreamers are now

placed in a limbo. Two federal

judges issued an injunction

against the government, pre-

venting it from fully can-

celling the program on March

5th but the federal govern-

ment challenged the injunc-

tion in the Supreme Court.

This could buy time for the

Dreamers until Congress

votes on another funding res-

olution on March 23rd and

hopefully DACA will still re-

main a part of the funding ne-

gotiations. 

Reuben S. SeguRITan has

been practicing law for over 30

years. For further information, you

may call him at (212) 695 5281 or

log on to his website at www.segu-

ritan.com

he Senate has

failed to pass any

of the four bills

presented on the

floor for a vote,

three of which in-

cluded a post-DACA plan for

the Dreamers.

On February 17, 2018,

Senate failed to come to a con-

sensus as to the fate of undoc-

umented immigrants known as

‘Dreamers’. Their decision

could have sealed the deal for

these young immigrants who

came to the US as children

without immigration docu-

mentation or inspection. It

may be recalled that President

Donald Trump announced last

year that Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

program would end on March

Susan Collins (R-ME) and

supported by Lindsey Graham

(R-SC), Jeff Flake (R-AZ) and

Dick Durbin (D-IL). Their bill

would create a path to citizen-

ship for the Dreamers even

though they would not be al-

lowed to petition their parents

to obtain legal status.  Their

bill likewise promised to give

$25 billion to fund border se-

curity over the next decade.

This bill got 54 votes, also

short of the 60 votes required

for it to pass the Senate. De-

spite looking like it was trying

to have the best of both

worlds—a solution to post-

DACA situation while giving

in to White House demands,

the latter unfortunately repeat-

edly threatened to veto this

bill, making it hard for some

Republicans to give their

votes.

The third bill, which was

sponsored by Chuck Grassley

(R-IA), would create protec-

T

5. Without any consensus

from the lawmakers, the

dreamers are now left in a

limbo.

The first bill called the

“Clean Dream Act”, spon-

sored by John McCain (R-

AZ) and Chris Coons (D-DE)

proposed to legalize the sta-

tus of dreamers without im-

mediately increasing funding

for border security and immi-

gration enforcement. Unfor-

tunately, this failed to obtain

the necessary number of

votes as it only garnered 52

votes with Republicans al-

most unanimously voting

against it. This underscored

the reality that without any

funding for Trump’s wall,

any DACA bill would not

pass through a Republican-

dominated Senate. 

The second bill was pro-

posed by a bipartisan group in

the Senate called the Common

Sense Caucus led by Senator

tion for the Dreamers by pro-

viding a path to their citizen-

ship. The bill also proposed an

end to ‘chain migration’ by re-

moving some family-spon-

sored visa categories. It also

proposed an ending to the visa

lottery program and offered

$25 billion to fund a southern

border wall. This was the bill

that had the President’s seal of

approval but it only obtained

39 votes in its favor.

The fourth bill introduced

by Senator Pat Toomey (R-

PA) was meant to punish so-

called “sanctuary” cities but

also failed by 54 to 45.

In his State of the Union

Address last month, Trump

announced an overhaul of the

legal immigration system by

ending the family sponsored

preference categories for par-

ents, sons and daughters over

18 years old and siblings of

US citizens and unmarried

children over 18 years old of

DACA Bills Fail to Pass in Senate

(continued on page <None>)

N
EW YORK CITY--A

new U.S.-based al-

l i a n c e ,  c a l l e d

MALAYA, was launched to

oppose Philippine President

Rodrigo Duterte’s extrajudicial

killings, to oppose dictatorship,

and to promote democracy in

the Philippines. The group is

comprised of representatives

from all regions in the U.S.,

community leaders, faith lead-

ers, academics, attorneys,

youth leaders, business owners,

and human rights advocates. 

MALAYA also hosted a

forum to commemorate the 32nd

Anniversary of the EDSA Peo-

ple Power Uprising that led to

the ouster of former President

Ferdinand Marcos. The forum

was not only a commemoration

of EDSA, but a call to action to

Filipinos in the U.S. to fight an-

other dictatorship.

The forum concluded with

a call to action to sign the peti-

tion to stop the killings and dic-

tatorship in the Philippines.

There was also a call to organ-

ize events and actions to build

the broad movement of Fil-

ipinos in the U.S. in opposition

to Duterte’s dictatorship.  After

the forum, there was a commu-

nity singing of “Bayan Ko,”

which was sung and continues

to be sung by Filipinos all over

the world who believe in

democracy.

MALAYA pledged to mo-

bilize more people in the U.S.

to stand up for human rights.

Malaya is the Filipino word for

“free.”

Co-Lead Convener, Dante

Simbulan, Ph.D., a graduate of

the Philippine Military Acad-

emy (1952), turned activist

during the Marcos Dictator-

ship, states:

“MALAYA was success-

fully launched in the U.S. with

conveners coming from all

over the U.S.  (West Coast,

Mid-West, East Coast).  This is

a timely response to the esca-

lating social, economic and po-

litical crises brought about by

the mistakes, ineptness, and

crimes of Duterte and his min-

ions in both the civilian and

military bureaucracy.

Extra-judicial killings

(EJKs) or summary executions

without due process goes un-

abated.  The internationally-

recognized national human

rights organization Karapatan

(Alliance for the Advancement

of People's Rights) continues to

receive reports from its offices

all over the country of killings

perpetrated by the military and

the police of Duterte.  Reports

from international human

rights groups such as Human

Rights Watch and Amnesty In-

ternational have also confirmed

the Duterte Administration’s

disgraceful number of extraju-

dicial killings and gross human

rights violations. 

Recently, the International

Criminal Court, through Spe-

cial Prosecutor Fatou Ben-

souda started an investigation

of Duterte.  The ICC was estab-

lished in 2002 as a permanent

tribunal to prosecute individu-

als for genocide, crimes against

MALAYA Launches to Oppose Duterte
and Commemorates EDSA 32nd

Anniversary

MAINLAND NEWS

humanity, war crimes, etc.  We

welcome this development and

view it as recognition by the in-

ternational community that

something must be done to end

the impunity which is running

rampant under Duterte.”

MALAYA cited a long list

of attacks on the rights of the

Filipino people, including: 

■ over 14,000 people mostly

from the ranks of the poor

killed under Duterte’s drug

war

■ a war on the Moro people,

indigenous people, and ex-

tended martial law

throughout Mindanao

■ pol i t ical ly-motivated

killings, arrests and deten-

tions on fabricated charges

(continued on page 15)
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DAYASADAS

By Pacita Saludes

( Sagot sa Krosword No.6 | February 17, 2018)

in Korea, North or South, had

ever heard of. 

It was just a clinker. More

than a display of ignorance. It

was an insistence on the wrong

pronunciation. An act of defi-

ance. 

It was back in November

when Sports Business Journal

first pointed out the inconsis-

tency of NBC's pronunciation,

noting that host Matt Lauer

could go from Pyeong-"chung"

(Not enough "ah," so just 85

percent correct) to Pyeong-

"chang," as in bang (positively

incorrect), almost in the same

breath. 

Of course, that's not what

got Lauer fired. 

The Business Journal's Ben

Fisher asked NBC, which es-

sentially showed how much it

cared about accuracy. 

Its view came down to this:

Screw authenticity. To hell with

It's not a matter of being

PC. Pyeongchang isn't even

capitalized in the middle. 

But this is what you get

when the rights are bought and

sold to the highest bidder. The

Olympic spirit comes filtered

through a colonial tongue that

chang-bangs us relentlessly. 

It couldn't end soon

enough.

You wouldn't call a bronze

the "brown medal," would you? 

And that medal of Chloe

Kim's wasn't yellow. It was

gold.

Alas, we shall wait our

turn. IT’s coming. The rise of

the Norweepinos. 

emIl guIlleRmo is a jour-

nalist and commentator. He was the

first Filipino to host a national news

show when at NPR’s “All Things

Considered.” He formerly was on

the editorial board of the Honolulu

Advertiser. 

truth, NBC bought the rights,

and they can bastardize the

games whatever way they

want. Even mispronouncing

the name of the Olympic site.

Mark Lazarus, chairman of

NBC Broadcasting and Sports,

said NBC's official pronuncia-

tion was "chang" as in "bang"

and that was that.

"It's cleaner," Lazarus told

Fisher.

Cleaner. And wrong-er.

CANDID PERSPECTIVES (from page 11, DIVERSITY....)

Piesta Ti Kailokuan Iti 2018
Connie Semana

Atty. Mar Apuya

Joselito Quibuyen

Jovencio Tadena

Frances Cajimat

Roger Clemente

Press Relation Officers:

Mila Fernandez

Lucena Bugarin

Maggie Dulay

Alice Tadena

Perly Quiaoit

Vangie Andres

Pacita Saludes

Rose Martinez

Marietta Cabangibang

Sgt-at-Arms:

Gil Dahilig

Magno Oasay

Vincent Pagat

Joel Tolentino

Fermin Susa

anayon a Pebrero

iti tawen ti panag-

piesta ti GUMIL

ngem naiyalis ita

iti bulan ti Marso

10, 2018, 5:00

p.m. a maaramid iti Poomaikai

Ballroom iti Dole Cannery,

Iwilei.  Ditoy ti intay manen

pakabuyaan kadagiti sagana ti

GH ken AKA.  Babaen ti direk-

son dagiti dua a Presidente, da

Froebel Garcia ti GH ken Pres-

idente Raymond Sebastian ti

Domingo, Abraham Flores,

Raymond Sebastian; Consult-

ant: Dr. Lindy Aquino; Advis-

ers: Pacita C. Saludes, Edith

Pascua, Roland Salvador

Ubaldo, Jr.

Dagitoy met ti ANNAK

TI BADOC newly elected of-

ficers.  They will have their

reaffirmation ceremony on

March 17, 2018 at Ala Moana

Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom at

410 Atkinson Drive, Hon-

olulu, HI  96814.

Annak Ti Badoc Iti Hawaii Offi-

cers 2018-2020

President—Marylin T. Villar

Vice Presidents:

1st Vice Pres.—Jim Cardenas

2nd Vice Pres.—Ireneo Pagat

K

AKA.  Makuronaan ditoy ti

Mrs. ken Miss AKA kasta met

ti Mrs. and Miss GH 2018.

Ditoy pay nga agsapata

dagiti kappili nga opisyales ti

GH:  Pres, Froebel Garcia;

Bise-Pres, Gloria Raquedan;

2nd Vice-Pres: Emy Espiritu;

Sec, Paz Labtingao; Corre-

sponding Sec: Marlene Espir-

itu; Treas, Lilia del Rosario;

Auditor: Albina Gamponia;

PRO: Fely Cristobal ken Ador

Udani; Business Manager:

Andrea Mendoza, Rita Sagu-

cio, Fely Alejandro; Sargeant-

at-Arms: John Espiritu,

Ancelmo Acidera, Eugene

Fontanilla; Board of Direc-

tors: Dr. Aida Martin, Mer-

c e d e s  G a r c i a ,  C h a r l e s

Secretary—Cherryll Apuya

Assistant Secretary

   —Enriqueta Mendoza

Treasurer—Sedes Oasay

Assistant Treasurer

   —Ireneo Bhen Pagat

Auditor—Nena Cajimat

Assistant Auditor

   —Hermie Apuya

Board of Directors:

Cora Sinfuego

Letty Bala

Maxima Pagat

Angel Mendoza

Rodrigo Agapay

Chato Sinfuego

Business Managers:

Madelyn Clemente

Rudy Bugarin

Advisers:

   Rev. Father Danny Laeda
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CLASSIFIED ADS
LANAKILA PACIFIC IS HIRING!
Drivers, Cooks, & Bakers
(Full time, Part time, Seasonal)
Call 8085310555 for more info
lanakilapacific.com/employment

JANITORIAL POSITIONS
$10-$12 Part time (Day)
Full time Utility (exp. strip/wax floors, clean
carpets, windows
Driver license & U.S. citizen helpful)
Call 8451955 Mon-Fri 9:00 am-4:00 pm

ROOMS FOR RENT–KALIHI-PALAMA 
Unfurnished 2 Rooms 2nd floor single or
double occupancy only $750/850 includes
water/electric/ceiling fan.
Near bus stop & town.
Share living/bath/kitchen. 
No Parking/smoking/alcohol/drug.
Employed & Good reference required.
Contact (808) 271-9363.

HELPER WANTED 
Bird care/cleaning and light housework
M, W, F, mornings. $10 to start
Wahiawa 621-0351

VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES 1 PLOT
under the HOLY CROSS Near the road | selling
for 2 Thousand | Call Kanani at 6995154

FRONT OFFICE MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Must Speak ILOCANO, TAGALOG, ENGLISH
Insurance Knowledge a plus!
Email Resume at Eyes@HawaiianEye.com
Or Fax: 678-0037

2018 WOMEN OF WONDERS FILM FEST | Presented

by the Hawaii Women in Filmmaking | March 1, 2018 | 7:30 -

9:30 pm | Doris Duke Theater | More info on the screening can

be found at: www.hawaiiwomeninfilmmaking.org/wow

26TH ANNUAL FILIPINO FIESTA & PARADE | May 5,

2018 | 9 am - 5 pm | Kaka’ako Gateway Park | Contact FilCom

Center @ (808) 680-0451 or visit www.filcom.org for details

FILIPINO JAYCEES 45TH REUNION | May 5, 2018 | 6:00

pm | Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach (formerly known as Pacific

Beach Hotel) | Contact Larry Ordonez at (808) 392.4890 or

WAIPAHU DRESS MAKER
SHOP FOR SALE

$50,000.
(including inventory worth $60,000.

Plus) Net  income $3000/mo.
Owner working alone.

Retiring. So Young Lee 256-7421

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Janitor/Maintenance
position for Hawaii Kai

apartment complex

■    Starting at $11/hr + benefits.

■    High school diploma or equivalent.

■    Min 2 years experience at large complex.

■    Must be able to push, pull and lift up to

fifty (50) pounds.

Call 808-587-7770 or info@avalonhi.com.

HELP WANTED

Email: filipinojaycees45threunion@gmail.com for more info

FILIPINO WOMEN'S CLUB OF HAWAII FOUNDATION
ANNUAL TERNO BALL | May 19, 2018 | 6:00 pm | Ala Moana

Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom | For more info contact: Adela Salacup

723-4639, Carlota Ader 797-4381, Cora Baclig-Credo 927-4081,

Carmen Cabreros 358-3845, Cherry Reganit 358-3598

PHILIPPINE NURSES ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII
(PNAH) INDUCTION GALA | May 29, 2018 | 6:00 pm | Ala

Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom | For more info contact Ramon

Sumibcay 489-7148

“Because of my Ilocano heritage,

I chose to do a play on one of my

dad’s favorite dishes, dinardaraan,”

says Carlo. 

By all accounts, the diners left

full, happy, impressed and with

plenty of food for thought. In fact,

there was already clamor for another

Filipino food event at the James

Beard House.

“I believe people are starting to

understand Filipino food,” says

Joanne Boston, who, along with the

Filipino Food Movement and Kim

Boral, chaired the Regional Filipino

Dinner at the James Beard House.

“You and I know that Filipino food

is great, right? Non-Filipinos are now

reacting. To think, Carlo served

‘chocolate meat!’ One of the most in-

famous Filipino dishes and he served

it! Everyone was happy. Empty

plates.”

The answer to the question,

“What kind of Filipino food do we

cook in the US?” then is simple. It

isn’t about classic versus modern.

“With regard to traditional vs. mod-

ern, I think there is a place for all Fil-

ipino food in its many forms,” says

Carlo.  “I don’t think we need to shy

away from our ingredients and flavor

profiles, but to consider cooking sea-

sonally and locally to maximize fla-

vor, and to cook with balance in

flavor. Our cuisine is evolving, not

fusing, and we would be foolish to

not go with the flow.”

It isn’t about traditional versus

non-traditional. It isn’t just about the

presentation. It definitely isn’t about

popular versus “weird” flavors any-

more. With these two Filipino din-

ners, the answer is to serve Filipino

food together with the stories that

fortify them.

“The interesting thing is that Fil-

ipino food is evolving here in the

United States,” says Joanne. “I can-

not stress enough that Filipino food

in the States and anywhere outside of

the Philippines is different from the

food found in the Philippines. It‘s be-

cause the chefs are using their per-

sonal experiences and their learned

techniques from school and kitchens

here in the States in their food.” 

In an environment that hosts

some of the world’s biggest foodies,

there is room for traditional and non-

traditional dishes, familiar and unfa-

miliar flavors. What is important to

remember is that people are hungry

for the stories.  As Natalia Roxas and

Sarahlynn Pablo of Filipino Kitchen

always tell me, “Filipino food is his-

tory on a plate.”

Take it from Carlo: “I believe

that at the core of any chef cooking

Filipino food, that the soul must still

be there.  The connection and story

are more important than anything,

because food without soul is simply

sustenance, but food with soul can be

an experience.” (www.philstar.com)

FOOD & LEISURE (from page 10, SERVING....)

W
ASHINGTON--As part

of the two-year budget

deal, the CHRONIC

Care Act, was passed by the U.S.

The Act, with key provisions au-

thored by U.S. Senators Brian

Schatz (D-Hawai‘i) and Roger

Wicker (R-Miss.), will improve ac-

cess and quality of care for

Medicare patients and save taxpayer

money.

“Almost every other part of our

health system uses technology to

improve health and save costs. It’s

long past time for Medicare to catch

up,” Senator Schatz said. “This leg-

islation will improve health out-

comes for Medicare patients,

especially those who live in rural

areas or have to make a big effort to

get to the doctor’s office, and will

make sure that Medicare is ready for

the future, when telehealth plays an

even bigger role in health care. I’m

glad that Congress is making a bi-

partisan effort to make sure no one

gets left behind from the promises

and benefits telehealth has to offer.”

According to studies, tele-

health has been shown to improve

care and patient satisfaction while

reducing costs. The CHRONIC

Care Act lifts outdated restrictions

that limit Medicare from reimburs-

ing for telehealth. The telehealth

provisions of the CHRONIC Care

Act will expand the use of tele-

health in accountable care organi-

zations and Medicare Advantage,

as well as for home dialysis pa-

tients and the evaluation of an

acute stroke.

CHRONIC Care Act Passes Senate

MAINLAND NEWS

against opponents critical of

Duterte’s policies and cause-ori-

ented groups struggling for re-

forms, under the guise of

counter-insurgency and the war

on terror

■ Charter Change to consolidate

executive powers, extend terms

of elected officials, dissolve con-

gress, exempt lawmakers and ad-

ministration officials from

paying taxes, remove restrictions

on 100% foreign ownership of

land and strategic enterprises,

and remove the ban on foreign

bases without Senate concur-

rence

■ Attacks on press freedom, with

administration moves to dis-

credit and shutdown independ-

ent media outlets which have

questioned Duterte’s actions

Dr. Alma Trinidad, Co-Lead

Convener of MALAYA and Board

President of the Foundation for

Philippine Progress remarked: 

"The most recent statements by

him continue to disrespect women.

It encourages government sanc-

tioned processes to commit deep

sexual violence during armed con-

flict and struggle. It is a blatant vio-

lation of the dignity and rights of

women, and indeed a violation of

international humanitarian law. Par-

allel to the struggles of women on

the west, Pinays continuously being

denigrated and seen as less than, we

must rise against systemic oppres-

sive forces.”

(from page 13, MALAYA....)
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