
AUGUST 18, 2018  HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLE  1

AUGUST 18, 2018

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS
Dr. rosie AlegADo NAmeD

New Director of seA grANt ceNter 
for scieNce, KNowleDge & culture

OPEN FORUM
true cAtholics
must tAKe AN

uNcompromisiNg stAND

CANDID PERSPECTIVES
DoNNA m. Kim’s fAll, 

A rejectioN of filipiNo 
politicAl leADership?



2 HAWAII FILIPINO CHRONICLEAUGUST 18, 2018

EDITORIALS
abor Day always falls on the first 
Monday in September. This year 
it is on September 3rd. The fed-
eral holiday honors all American 
workers; but historically, it start-
ed to specifically honor Ameri-

ca’s labor movement.
In recognition of workers this Labor Day, 

for our cover story this issue associate editor Edwin Quinabo gives 
us a profile of Hawaii’s workers -- the state’s main industries and 
average wages. He also looks at the role of unions today and in-
terviews Gemma Garampil Weinstein, the first Filipina President 
of UNITE HERE, Local 5 -- Hawaii’s union that represents hotel 
workers. Sixty percent of Local 5 members are of Filipino ances-
try and 40 percent immigrants.  Also in the cover story are some 
of the challenges workers face since President Donald Trump took 
office: unions fighting for workers’ share in light of the huge cor-
porate tax breaks that started in 2018; as well as the huge blow to 
workers in the Janus v AFSCME U.S. Supreme Court decision. 
Immigrant workers are also impacted under this Trump adminis-
tration and Local 5 has been organizing citizenship workshops. In 
March, they’ve helped 114 people apply for U.S. citizenship.  

The Primary Election is over and the Hawaii Filipino commu-
nity lost its chance to elect the state’s first congresswoman of Fili-
pino ancestry.  HFC columnist Emil Guillermo writes about some 
of the challenges that candidate Donna Mercado Kim faced and a 
brief history of two other top challengers in the 1st congressional 
district race.

HFC columnist Atty. Reuben Seguritan contributes an article 
“Investigating Marriage Fraud.” Fraudulent marriages have se-
rious consequences not just for the foreign national but also for 
the US citizen involved. One misperception is that a subsequent 
divorce could mean fraud was committed to get an alien into the 
country. Seguritan writes divorce is not automatically deemed 
as fraudulent. If a couple have initially entered into marriage in 
good faith, it does not mean it is fraudulent.

Also, be sure to read our informative news sections that in-
cludes among others an article on Dr. Rosie Alegado, who was 
named the new director of Hawaii’s Sea Grant’s Center for Inte-
grated Science, Knowledge, and Culture; as well as information 
on an upcoming talk about “Students’ Civil Rights” to be conduct-
ed by Atty. Bev Baligad and presented by the Filipino Association 
of University Women.

Lastly, we’d like to extend a big thank to all the political 
candidates who shared their platforms with our readers and for 
advertising in the Chronicle. Until next issue, warmest Aloha 
and Mabuhay!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

abor Day officially became a federal holiday in 
1894. Trade and labor unions pushed to have 
this holiday to honor working men and women 
in the country, and specifically the American 
labor movement that have fought to strengthen 

workers’ wages and benefits. Not only do we owe labor unions 
for this holiday, but it has been organized workers who have 
brought about the practice of paid holidays. Without the “paid” 
part of holidays, it wouldn’t be what they are today as employ-
ees would opt to work out of necessity instead of taking a day 
off.

Arguably, if it weren’t for public and private sector unions 
helping to keep wages closer to rising rates of inflation, the na-
tion’s overall economy would be much weaker in every aspect, 
including consumer spending power and movement of capital. 
Inequality would be far worse than it is today; in fact, the eco-
nomic health of the country’s “middle-class” is largely deter-
mined by a balance between corporate and workers’ needs.

Union busting and globalism have hurt organized labor. 
Some corporations use the high cost of labor as a reason to set 
up shop abroad. The early plantation history of Hawaii was a 
prime example of corporations establishing itself in a new mar-
ket hoping to take advantage of cheap labor. Plantation com-
panies brought in a stream of mostly Asian laborers (46,000 
Chinese, 180,000 Japanese, 126,000 Filipinos) to offset the 
bargaining power of its previous import labor. 

As earlier plantation workers begun to strike and demand 
better wage and working conditions, plantation companies 
brought another wave of immigrants to do the work. It was a 
classic formula. Strikes were originally organized along racial 
lines and were not as effective until there was unity among all 
races, all plantation workers. It was then that workers really 
started to see better conditions. Eventually, the International 
Longshoremen and Warehouseman’s Union, the ILWU, unified 
the former Japanese and Filipino racial unions into Hawai‘i’s 
biggest single union representing sugar, pineapple and long-
shore workers across the island chain.

The plantations have left and been replaced with hotels; 
but the relationship between corporations and organized labor 
has carried over. Local 5, the union representing workers in 
the hotel industry, have about 60 percent membership of Fili-
pino ancestry and a significant percentage of immigrants. Lo-
cal 5, on behalf of their workers, has been able to negotiate 
better wages and benefits. On average across the board, hotel 
union member-workers get paid between $4-5 per hour more 
than their counterparts who are non-union hotel workers. In 
addition, non-union hotel workers often have to pay for family 
medical insurance out of pocket and have little or no retirement 
benefits compared with union hotel workers. 

Unions in Hawaii
Unions have lost considerable clout in the U.S. They used 

to be one part of what was called the “Big 3” – government, 
corporations and unions. Since the 1980s, the might of corpo-
rations has been slowly eclipsing the other two.

In Hawaii, public and private-sector unions remain rela-
tively strong. In 2017, union members accounted for 21.3 
percent of wage and salary workers in the state, compared to 
the national average of 10.7 percent. But union numbers have 
dwindled locally. Union membership hit its zenith in Hawaii in 
1989 when it averaged 29.9 percent. In 2017, it has rebounded 
slightly from the previous year by a few percentage points.

Hawaii’s Workers,
Hawaii’s Filipinos, Have 
Benefitted from Unions L
L

Janus v AFSCME 2018
Unions suffered a significant blow this year in the recent 

U.S. Supreme Court ruling on Janus v AFSCME. The conser-
vative-majority high court ruled that public employees do not 
have to pay fees to a union to cover costs of collective bargain-
ing, stating that union fees in the public sector violate the First 
Amendment. The court overturned a 1977 decision in Abood v 
Detroit Board of Education that had previously allowed such 
fees. 

“Fair share” dues were charged to non-union members 
who benefitted from collective bargaining. The Janus decision 
makes null the fair-share provisions. With less fees or dues, this 
will likely impact public sector union membership, revenues, 
and overall influence.

Are unions good for the country?
Some union experts believe there is a correlation between 

corporations’ overpowering of unions and wage stagnation. 
They assert that corporate greed has a lot to do with the difficul-
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3D Printable Guns Must Not Be Allowed
ike a scene out of 
Mission Impos-
sible or a sci-fi 
flick, 3D printing 
is now a reali-
ty. Special home 

printers can now take com-
puter-created digital models 
to create real-world objects. 
Sounds great!

But among the possible 
objects that can be printed 
are a variety of 3D guns, in-
cluding an AR-15 style rifle, a 
Beretta M9 handgun and oth-
er firearms. With widespread 
gun violence plaguing com-
munities across the country, 
this idea that citizens can sim-
ply print firearms at home is 
beyond alarming.

Cody Wilson and his com-
pany introduced the world to 
3D printed guns in 2013 by 
posting a blue print on the In-
ternet. The U.S. State Depart-
ment intervened and stopped 
Wilson, saying that he was in 
violation of a law that prohib-
its the export of guns without 
a license.

In 2015, Wilson chal-
lenged the order in court.

After years in legal battle, 
in July 2018, the State Depart-
ment settled the lawsuit and 
gave Wilson permission to 
publish his blueprint to print 
3D guns. That was suppose to 
start on Aug. 1.

States Sue To Stop 3D Guns
Realizing the potential 

threat to public safety, nine 
states brought an 11th hour 
federal lawsuit to prevent 
Wilson and his group from 
publishing the blueprints. 

Seattle U.S. District Judge 
Robert Lasnik granted a tem-
porary restraining order to 
block Wilson from releasing 

downloadable blueprints for 
3D printing of plastic fire-
arms.

Hawaii and 19 other states 
to date joined the federal law-
suit and filed an amended 
complaint asking the judge to 
make it illegal to share plans 
of creating printable plastic 
weapons.

Wilson and his group of 
supporters are claiming that 
sharing his blueprints are pro-
tected under the First Amend-
ment (free speech) and Sec-
ond Amendment (right to bear 
arms).

President Donald Trump 
tweeted a vague reaction, “I 
am looking into 3D Plastic 
Guns being sold to the pub-
lic. Already spoke to NRA, 
doesn’t seem to make much 
sense!” 

Mr. President, exactly 
what part doesn’t make sense?

Why this is a problem
Downloadable 3D guns 

are plastic and invisible to 
metal detectors. Screenings 
to protect the public at places 
like airports, schools, or large 
event gatherings wouldn’t 
work with these “ghost guns.”

These guns are also un-
traceable because they don’t 
have serial numbers, which 
could be preferred weapons 
for criminals and terrorists. 

Printing these guns at 
home also undermines back-
ground checks that are cur-
rently required and could 
create a new underground 
market for these specific plas-
tic weapons. It could basical-
ly upend most of the current 
safety gun control laws on the 
books.

Although the 3D printers 
necessary to print these guns 

could be costly, anyone could 
invest in one and become an 
underground manufacturer to 
make up the cost. Possibly 
selling a few of these plastic 
guns could more than make 
up for the cost of the printer.

The potential for guns to 
proliferate and be in the hands 
of just about anyone is high, 
including children, minors, 
those convicted of crimes or 
the mentally insane.

In fact, Wilson has stat-
ed that this was one of his 
goals in building untraceable 
guns – to make guns accessi-
ble to everyone and to make 
“meaningful gun regulation 
impossible.”

Lastly, these guns are 
plastic but certainly dead-
ly. In 2013, the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives tested the 
Liberator model. One gun 
made with a plastic called 
ABS-M30 fired a .380-cali-
ber round without failing all 
eight times it was tested, ATF 
officials said, describing it as 
“a lethal weapon.”

Laws must keep pace with 
technology

Technology is moving 
so rapid that in cases where 
public safety is at risk, law-
makers must move quickly to 

keep pace. In the 11th hour, 
these plastic guns were tem-
porarily stopped and await 
legal judgement. But already 
the damage has been done as 
a few websites have shared 
the 3D printer blueprint and 
over a thousand downloads 
have already been made. No 
doubt, these blueprints will 
be circulated in the black 
market.

For now these guns are 
plastic, but in the future as 3D 
printing advances, it’s fore-
seeable that actual fully func-
tioning guns with metal that 
are no different from what can 
be purchased at gun stories 
could be available for printing 
at home. What then?

Congress ought to antic-
ipate technological change 
better.

Recipe for disaster
Until a national federal 

law is created to ban these 
blueprints for 3D printable 
guns are enacted, Hawaii 

and other states must contin-
ue fighting this issue in the 
courts.

Wilson’s argument that his 
blueprints-sharing is protected 
under the First Amendment is 
erroneous. Not all free speech 
is protected, especially those 
that pose to be an imminent 
threat of danger to the public.

This legal challenge could 
end up in the U.S. Supreme 
Court. If it does, the conser-
vative high court must make a 
common sense, non-ideolog-
ical decision and realize the 
magnitude of what’s at stake. 
Having guns readily available 
for printing at home is a rec-
ipe for disaster. The potential 
for increased gun violence – 
even more than what we see 
today – is very likely. 

Supporters of 3D home 
printable guns clearly have 
no limits. The U.S. is already 
dangerous enough without 
untraceable plastic guns; and 
the states and Congress must 
do all it can to stop this dan-
gerous technology before it’s 
too late.

L

(EDITORIALS: HAWAII’S WORKERS....from page 2)

ties workers experience today. 
Look at the U.S. economy 
about 25-30 years ago at the 
height of union membership 
and compare it to now. 

Looking at the cost of 
living, inflation, job securi-
ty, workers lifestyle (work-
ers needing to work multiple 
jobs to equal one full-time job 
pay), and home ownership 
compared to what it used to be 
25-30 years ago, it’s a plausi-

ble assumption that a society 
with increased unions are bet-
ter for workers.

It’s clear that workers are 
having a harder time today. 
And in many cases, more 
workers find themselves living 
from pay check to pay check.

Labor Day is a time for 
fun and celebration. It’s also 
a time to honor workers. But 
it should also be a time to re-
flect on workers rights for fair 

wages and benefits. History 
has shown, even in Hawaii’s 
plantation narrative, that uni-
ty, organized worker solidari-
ty, can make a difference. 

Unions have historical-
ly and continue to improve 
workers’ lives. In Hawaii, the 
Filipino community has di-
rectly benefited and continues 
to benefit from organized la-
bor from the plantation era to 
today’s hotel industry. 
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Labor Day Highlights Workers’ 
Struggle

Labor Unions Still Fighting 
for Workers

Gemma Garampil Wein-
stein, UNITE HERE, Local 
5’s first Filipina President, 
told the Chronicle “Labor Day 
is a day in which we should 
reflect on and celebrate our 
willingness and need to come 
together to fight for our fami-
lies.  It’s a day that should be 
more than just about picnics 
and barbecues, but a day in 
which we can appreciate each 
other and rejuvenate our-
selves and families around the 
core mission of organizations 
like ours.”

Local 5 represents nearly 
11,000 hotel, health care and 
food service workers in Ha-
waii. Chartered in 1938, it has 
been the largest union fighting 
on behalf of hotel workers. It 
also has expanded to represent 
members in Kaiser Permanen-
te, Hale Nani Rehabilitation & 
Nursing Center, and HMS Host 
workers at Kahului Airport.

Over 60 percent of Local 
5 members are of Filipino de-
scent. Around 40 percent are 
immigrants.

Garampil Weinstein is 
very familiar with hard work 
as an Ala Moana Hotel house-
keeper.“ As President I am 
a reflection of our Union.  
Local 5 has always been a 
worker-led organization; and 
as a Filipina, immigrant and 
housekeeper it’s been an hon-
or to serve my Union.  Local 
5 is arguably Hawaii’s most 
active and important organi-
zation for workers.  We have 
ensured that Hawaii’s hotel, 
health care and food service 
workers are treated with the 
respect and dignity we de-
serve.”

She adds, “While we are 
the backbone of Hawaii’s 
most important and profitable 
industries, we have also stood 
proud in ensuring that the 
rights of women, immigrants 
and workers are protected.”

Garampil Weinstein’s 
passion in her role as presi-
dent is to empower workers. 
“We have the power to secure 
our own futures.  It is about 
overcoming our fears and in-
securities; we may only be 
housekeepers, cooks or med-
ical assistants, but we deserve 
to be treated with respect and 
dignity every day.  

“In our Union, it’s not just 
about what level of education 
you have achieved, or what 
language you speak or what 
country you were born in; our 
Union is about recognizing 
the leadership we must take to 
secure a Hawaii our children 
can afford to live in.  Our re-
sponsibility and goal is to en-
sure that workers assume po-
sitions of power in all aspect 
of society.”

Tourism has been Ha-
waii’s main economic driver 
for decades. The state Depart-
ment of Business, Economic 
Development and Tourism 

(DBEDT) shows this part of 
the industry defined as “ac-
commodation and food ser-
vices” employed 13.6 percent 
of Hawaii’s workforce in the 
2012-2016 period, compared 
with 7.5 percent for the U.S. 
as a whole.

The Hawaii Workforce In-
fonet (latest 2016) has its fig-
ure of hotel workers and food 
preparers representing 16.4 
percent (106,203) of the state’s 
overall workforce, larger than 
DBEDT’s calculation. 

While Hawaii’s hotel 
workers earn on average about 
$30,555; their counterparts in 
the U.S. mainland earn on av-
erage $9,630 less at $20,925, 
according to DBEDT’s data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau 
2012-16 American Communi-
ty Survey.

UNITE HERE, Local 5’s 
Paola Rodelas, Communica-
tions & Community Organiz-
er, attributes the low income 
average of Hawaii’s hotel 
workers to non-union hotel 
workers.

“One of the main reasons 
why the average income of an 
accommodation and food ser-
vices worker in Hawai’i is so 
low is because non-union ho-
tels pay their workers $4 to $5 
per hour less on average. Non-
union workers often have to 
pay for family medical insur-
ance out of pocket and have 
little or no retirement benefits. 
We want more workers to join 
the union because we believe 
all workers deserve the wag-

es and benefits that our mem-
bers have,” Rodelas told the 
Chronicle.

She added, “A typical 
Local 5 housekeeper makes 
$22.14 per hour and receives 
full family medical coverage, 
a guaranteed retirement pen-
sion, and training & educa-
tional opportunities through 
our HARIETT program. If 
you add all of these benefits 
up, a typical Local 5 house-
keeper makes around $31 per 
hour.”

Rodelas points out that the 
cost of living in Hawaii has 
been rising so much that even 
union members are struggling 
to make ends meet. A recent 
national study found that Ha-
waii residents need to make 
$36.13 per hour to afford to 
rent a 2-bedroom apartment.

Local 5’s union contracts 
are expiring this year, which 
includes 20 hotels across the 
state.

Judito Versoza, a hotel 
worker in Waikiki, said Labor 
Day is a busy time for workers 
in the hotel industry. He looks 
at it as a working holiday.  But 
he also recognizes the impor-
tance of the day that honors 
workers and their fight for fair 
working wages and hours.

The greatest satisfaction 
he gets from his job is work-
ing with people from all over 
the world. “You want visitors 
to have a great experience 
and speak fondly of their time 
spent while vacationing in 

By Edwin Quinabo

(continue on page 5)

oad trips, backyard barbecues, and parades – these are what people 
think about Labor Day.

It is observed the first Monday in September (this year, the 3rd) 
and known as the big three-day holiday weekend that falls on the 
tail-end of summer just before schools start again. For students it’s 
a last hurrah-of-a-weekend. Typically in Hawaii, the holiday is a 

leisure respite spent on the beach with family and friends over Hawaiian style 
barbecue (open lid) and copious sides from sushi and poke, to lumpia. 

Like most other holidays, Labor Day also has a much deeper, serious side. 
It originally came about to honor the American labor movement and workers’ 
struggle; their bravery to launch strikes to bring about better wages and basic 
benefits. 

With the changing labor force, Labor Day also has become a more general-
ized holiday that honors all hard working men and women.

R
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the hotel.  You want visitors 
to come back, that’s how you 
build relationships.”

Versoza stresses the im-
portance of balancing work 
and home life. He admits it’s 
difficult at times because the 
cost of living in Hawaii is so 
high that “you have to work 
more to sustain the family 
needs and lifestyle.”

Unions in Hawaii
Union busting has been 

more successful in parts of 
the U.S. mainland than in Ha-
waii. While union members in 
Hawaii has dipped, it remains 
a formidable force. The U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
show in 2017, union members 
accounted for 21.3 percent of 
wage and salary workers in 
Hawaii. 

Assistant Commissioner 
for Regional Operations Rich-
ard Holden said union mem-
bership for the state peaked in 
1989, when it averaged 29.9 
percent; and its lowest in 2016 
at 19.9 percent.

Nationwide, union mem-
bers account for 10.7 percent 
in 2017.

Hawaii is about two times 
more unionized than the na-
tional average. But the state’s 
top union managers are paid 
less than their counterparts 
on the mainland. An ERI 
Economic Research Institute 
study found that Hawaii’s 
top union employees earn be-
tween $150,000 and $170,000 
a year.

Linda Lampkin, research 
director of the Washington, 
D.C. ERI Economic Research 
Institute, said “Hawaii’s larg-
er public worker and hotel 
unions earns tens of thousands 
of dollars less to run unions 
that are many times bigger.”

Union bosses are often 
criticized for their high sala-
ries; but many point out that 
their compensation is per-
formance-based and is just a 
fraction of what the average 
CEO makes in Hawaii. 

Some union employees 
point out that even though 
union jobs pay better, they 
also must pay union dues. 
Getting hired in union jobs is 
also more difficult, some say.

One hotel worker said, 
“Sometimes unions act like 
they have more power than 

the employers. Instead of hav-
ing amicable talks, sometimes 
the employees are jeopardized 
because the union leaders ig-
nore the rights of the employ-
ers.” The growth of Ha-
waii’s unions took an upshot 
in the early 1970s with the 
passage of the state’s collec-
tive bargaining law for public 
employees.

Profile of Hawaii’s Workers
Besides the hotel and food 

services industry, the other 
largest segments of employ-
ment in the state are Retail 
Trade (70,564), Health and 
Social Assistance (68,307), 
Administrative and Waste 
Services (50,579) and Con-
struction (37,637).

Government workers 
make up a huge 18.9 percent of 
the state’s overall workforce 
and broken down by federal 
(33,185), state (70,275), and 
county (18,960), data shows 
from Hawaii Workforce In-
fonet, 2016.

Some of the average 
wage by industry are Utili-
ties ($97,766), Construction 
($72,540), Finance ($71,241), 
Information ($62,133), Gov-
ernment ($59,467), and 
Health Care and Social Assis-
tance ($52,411) on the highest 
end; and at the lower end are 
Accommodation and Food 
Services ($31,999) and Retail 
($31,273). 

The state’s current mini-
mum wage is $10.10 per hour 
as of January 1, 2018.

With hotel, food service 
workers and retail making up 
a large segment of the overall 
workforce, it drives down the 
average of Hawaii workers 
with full-time employment to 
$51,347 annually from 2012-
2016, lower than the U.S. av-
erage of $54,840.

Surgeons, physicians, 
veterinarians, and nurse anes-
thetists are the highest paid 
workers in Hawaii.

Rainier Dennis Bautista, 
MD, has been a family phy-
sician for 3 years working for 
Primary Care Clinic of Ha-
waii. Like many physicians, 
he chose that profession be-
lieving he could do the most 
good in the community prac-
ticing medicine. He says his 
greatest job satisfaction is 
seeing patients become well.

“The biggest challenge 

(from page 5) we have in our industry is 
maintaining ‘wellness,’ as 
more and more physicians get 
burned out due to increasing 
workloads and decreasing 
payments.”

Bautista contemplates 
on Labor Day workers con-
tributions to society. He says 
workers’ rights should include 
“non-discrimination – that 
people get equal pay for equal 
work, regardless of gender, 
race, religion or appearance.”

Rudy Guerrero, a carpen-
ter and facilities manager for 
Carpentry & Plumbing for 
over 20 years, also believes 
that everybody should be 
treated equally.  “I think there 
is still discrimination of wag-
es. Women in many cases still 
make less than men.”

In describing some of the 
challenges in his industry, he 
said, “Being a maintenance 
manager, it’s an all-around 
job. It involves carpentry, 
building constructions and 
repairs, plumbing and even 
electrical problems. Some-
times, no matter what good 
things you do in your job, you 
can still hear criticisms and 
rejections from others, from 
your employer and your fel-
low workers.

“Sometimes also, you 
learn from these criticisms. 
The challenge, then, is to be 
calm and quiet. I believe that 
actions (your work) when it 
is a good job, it speaks for it-
self.” He says his greatest job 
satisfaction is working togeth-
er to have a job done well.”

Guerrero says Labor Day 
is a good break for workers to 
have quality time with their 
families.

Workers’ Challenges Under 
Trump

Experts say the massive 
corporate tax cuts in Decem-
ber 2017 has not benefitted 
workers pay. 

“The most concrete result 
of the tax cuts has been an 
increase in the amount com-
panies spend in buying back 
their stock,” said Daniel Sha-
viro, a tax professor at New 
York University’s School of 
Law. Company shareholders 
have benefitted most with 
larger dividends and share 
buy backs.

American corporations 
announced about $218 billion 

“Our collective challenge, not just 
as union members, but as workers 
and residents of this State is to or-
ganize ourselves to stand-up and 
fight back against the corporate 
greed that has manifested itself 
into us having to live in the State 
with the highest cost of living, the 
highest rate of homelessness, and 
more and more of our children 
leaving us to pursue opportunities 
elsewhere rather than staying in 
Hawaii.”

— gemmA gArAmpil weiNsteiN,
presiDeNt, uNite here, locAl 5

in share buybacks since the 
GOP overhauled the tax code, 
with a record monthly high in 
February of $153.7 billion, 
according to TrimTabs, a Cal-
ifornia research firm. Workers 
pay has stayed flat.

Some of the largest labor 
groups such as the Teamsters 
are demanding that compa-
nies are more transparent on 
how corporations tax savings 
are invested.

“Working people deserve 
to know how their employers 
plan to spend their tax sav-
ings so they can bargain for 
a fair share of the windfall 
and ensure that corporations 
do more to bring jobs home 
and improve pay and bene-
fits,” CWA (Communications 
Workers of America) Presi-
dent Chris Shelton said in a 
statement.

About 6 million workers (continue on page 7)

in the U.S. belong to a union.
Union leaders say corpo-

rations new wealth has not 
helped their members who 
work in restaurants, schools, 
hospitals, and hotels.

Unions say the biggest 
blow to workers with Trump 
as president is the Janus v. 
American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Em-
ployees (AFSCME) U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling. Trump’s 
appointment of Neil Gorsuch 
to the high court helped to 
sway the 5-4 ruling that man-
dates public sector unions can 
no longer force nonmembers 
to pay mandatory dues even 
if they benefit from collective 
bargaining.

Unions believe this will 
likely impact union member-
ship and revenues nationwide. 
Without fair-share fees, econ-
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hat Duterte is a 
demon disguised 
as a human be-
ing, who brings 
out the worst in 
people leading to 

the ruin of their souls, is a sub-
ject of much discussion among 
Catholics. That he appears to 
be demented and cursed with 
an uncontrollable profani-
ty-laced mouth, which gener-
ates awe, anger, and opposi-
tion, is also much discussed.

The evil spirit express-
es itself by using Duterte’s 
mouth to spew out abomina-
tions, curses, and mockeries 
against God. No amount of 
twisting, cover-ups, denials, 
and alterations by his apolo-
gists and propagandists can 
change what Duterte meant 
against God and Catholics. He 
will not apologize for his state-
ments because he cannot. He 
is unable to control his mouth 
to hide dark secrets because he 
is cursed to reveal his alliance 
with the Devil. This is beyond 
his control.

God so loves the Filipino 
people that in this very im-
portant time in history, He is 
exposing Duterte and enabling 
them to see the full reality of 
the existence of the Devil. By 
exposing Duterte’s connec-
tion to Satan — the enemy of 
Jesus Christ and their enemy 
who craves and lusts for the 
possession of souls — God 
is giving all men and women 
the opportunity to save their 
souls. By praying to our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to our Bless-
ed Mother, who is designated 

from the beginning of time to 
destroy and crush the head of 
Satan, those steadfast in their 
fidelity to God will prevail.

Satan succeeds when he 
is able to convince men and 
women that he is not a reality 
and that he does not exists. He 
smiles when people think of 
him as a mere subject of jokes 
and figment of their imagina-
tion.

The Devil’s existence is a 
fact. Jesus Christ Himself and 
sincere Catholics affirm his re-
ality. Jesus was tempted three 
times in the wilderness by Sa-
tan and thrice He rejected him. 
In his masses and talks, Pope 
Francis tells us that the devil 
is a reality, “a personal being 
who assails us.”

He adds: “We should not 
think of the Devil as a myth, a 
representation, a symbol, a fig-
ure of speech or an idea. This 
mistake would leave us to let 
down our guard, to grow care-
less and end up more vulner-
able.” We need to be always 
aware of his enmity and hatred 
for God and for us.

The murders of over 
21,000 people under Duterte 
is a manifestation of demonic 
activity.  The undeniable real-
ity is that they would still be 
alive if Duterte had not been 
president. The legal principle 
res ipsa loquitorclearly applies 
here, which means “The thing 
speaks for itself.”

The 56% popularity rating 
of Duterte among unthinking, 
zombied Filipinos despite the 
thousands he has murdered and 
the constant lies he spews re-
flects the grave danger he pos-
es to millions of Filipino souls. 
Those who identify them-
selves as Catholics, when their 

By Ted Laguatan

thoughts, words and deeds 
betray and show that they are 
not, should be alerted to the 
very real danger of losing their 
souls. They cooperate with the 
Devil when they give their seal 
of approval to Duterte’s serial 
murders, his constant lies, and 
filthy mouth and when they 
applaud his demonic policies 
with their smiles.

Only Satan himself and 
his demons hurl all kinds of 
profanities, insults, and mock-
eries against God. People who 
express their approval or just 
remain silent about Duterte’s 
thousands of extrajudicial kill-
ings and constant lies, or who 
express their sentiments in the 
polls or in private are siding 
with the Demon and against 
God.

Being a true Catholic, 
sincerely loving God above 
everything else, obeying His 
command to love one’s fellow-
men and showing respect for 
human life, is irreconcilable 
with supporting   Duterte’s 
serial murders and deceitful 
policies. Neither are his hate-
ful insults and mockery of God 
reconcilable with the love and 
honor which we rightly give to 
our Lord.

We cannot have it both 
ways. You either choose Dute-
rte and be on the Devil’s side,  
or you choose to sincerely be 
on God’s side, committed to 
what is true and good, show-
ing love to our fellowmen and 
helping and protecting them 
when needed.

God will judge us accord-
ing to the free choices we have 
made. Good and evil are irrec-
oncilable realities. Love is not 
the same as hate. In the end, 
the goats will be separated 

from the sheep. God cannot be 
a brother to Satan. Division is 
inevitable.

God is giving Catholics a 
choice. Choose God, choose 
Jesus Christ, or choose the 
Devil and lose your souls. This 
very serious matter involves a 
choice and we cannot avoid it. 
Ignoring it is a decision for the 
Devil.

As Catholics sincerely 
seeking to love God and fel-
lowmen, the war we are in is 
between good and evil. It’s not 
about politics because good 
and evil are found in all politi-
cal parties. From our Lord Je-
sus Christ Himself:

“For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against

the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.”

With his deceptions, his 
use of violence, fear, money, 
and power to draw people to 
him, Duterte now controls the 
majority in Congress, the Su-
preme Court, and people in the 
various levels of the Executive 
Branch. He controls the police 
and military who do the kill-
ings for him.

Look at the quality of the 
characters of those in govern-
ment and in the private sector 
that have allied with Duterte 
and clearly see their intellec-
tual and moral dishonesty. You 
can instantly sense that they 
are not on the side of God no 
matter how much they pretend 
to be. They are not there for 
the people or for God but for 
themselves. They are not even 
there for love of Duterte but 
for the advantages they can get 
from him and because of fear. 
They defend Duterte and cover 
up for his lies. They will be the 
first to abandon him when he is 
no longer useful.

Pity these poor creatures 
who exchange worldly illu-
sions of power, money, se-
curity for their souls. All will 
amount to naught when one’s 
life on this planet is over. But 
if we remain faithful  to God to  
the very end even at the risk of 
our lives,  the ultimate victory 
is ours. We will be with God 
forever.

The illusion that is Duterte 
is nothing and his time is al-

most over. What really counts 
in the   ultimate end is the sal-
vation of our souls. Fear noth-
ing. Trust completely in God’s 
love and mercy.

———o———
Fear is an effective weap-

on. To silence his critics and 
opponents and to keep them 
under his control, Duterte kills 
thousands of people, using po-
licemen and military elements 
and those disguised as vigilan-
tes. He advises his killers to 
plant guns on victims to make 
it look that they were fighting 
back.

One sector that Duterte 
finds difficult or even impos-
sible to intimidate and silence 
are those sincere Catholics 
and Christians courageously 
committed to God’s truth and 
righteousness even at the risk 
of their security and lives. He 
now seeks to silence them by 
using the same fear- inducing 
methods of murder, harass-
ment, and intimidation. Expect 
more priests and committed 
Catholics to be killed and ha-
rassed in the attempt to silence 
them. Many will face martyr-
dom.

Recently, he personally 
targeted for deportation a frail 
71-year-old missionary nun 
who has been working with 
poor farmers in the Philippines 
for 28 years now. He fears this 
kind of people even if they 
may be frail and old because 
they are willing to expose his 
demonic alliance without fear.  
He ordered her arrested and 
deportation, but her lawyers 
are doing what they can to 
assert her due process rights. 
Whether or not the Bureau 
of Immigration will renew or 
cancel her missionary license 
this September is at this point 
uncertain. She has done noth-
ing that is in violation of her 
Constitutional free speech 
rights. The widespread nation-
al and international protests 
to prevent her deportation has 
held off deportation, pending 
her court hearing.

Fr. Richard Nilo, Fr. Mark 
Anthony Ventura, and Father 
Marcelito Paez. These three 
priests who have been gunned 
down and murdered since 
Duterte sat in office have one 

T

True Catholics Must Take An Uncompromising 
Stand

(continue on page 11)
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

GLOBAL NEWS

By Dr. Celia Lamkin

By Atty. Emmanuel S. Tipon

Hawaii Election Post Mortem

omists argued then and now, 
union members have an in-
centive to become “free-rid-
ers,” benefiting from collec-
tive bargaining but not paying 
for it.

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer said, “The Ja-
nus decision is a gut punch to 
working people across Ameri-
ca. It’s a gut punch to income 
inequality. It’s a gut punch to 
50 years of progress. It’s a de-
spicable decision.”

Rodelas said, “The Janus 
decision is a deliberate attack 
on unions and working fam-
ilies. Although Local 5 rep-
resents private sector workers 
who will not be impacted di-
rectly by the Janus decision, 
we stand in solidarity with the 

public sector unions that will 
be impacted. Public sector 
workers educate our children, 
help our government run, and 
so much more.”

With a significant percent-
age of immigrants as Local 5 
members, Rodelas said, “The 
administration’s attacks on 
immigrants and their families 
directly impacts our mem-
bers, which is why we orga-
nized Hawaii’s largest Citi-
zenship Workshop in March 
and helped 114 people apply 
for U.S. citizenship. 

Rodelas notes that unions 
are the reason why we have 
weekends, good labor laws, 
and holidays (including Labor 
Day).

Garampil Weinstein makes 

a powerful appeal to workers: 
“The corporations do well, yet 
workers in Hawaii are over-
worked and underpaid.  One 
job should be enough to raise 
our families, yet so many of 
us work two or three jobs just 
to make ends meet.  Our col-
lective challenge, not just as 
union members, but as workers 
and residents of this State is to 
organize ourselves to stand-up 
and fight back against the cor-
porate greed that has manifest-
ed itself into us having to live 
in the State with the highest 
cost of living, the highest rate 
of homelessness, and more 
and more of our children leav-
ing us to pursue opportunities 
elsewhere rather than staying 
in Hawaii.”

(COVER STORY: LABOR DAY....from page 5)

o w  a r e 
y o u ? ” 
asked an 
I g l e s i a 
ni Cristo 
brother as 

I entered the House of Worship 
in Diamond Head, Honolulu 
last Sunday.

“I do not feel good,” I re-
plied.

“Why?”
 Evil has prevailed over 

good,” I lamented.
“Ha ha ha. You do not like 

the result of the election. Don’t 
worry, eventually good will 
prevail over evil.”

“How can [Governor] Ige 
win? He is perceived as a bum-
bling infinitive?” sarcastically 
exclaimed a man on the street.  

“How did Ige win? He is 
said to be the worst Governor 
of Hawaii?” complained an-
other with disgust.

“Why did Ige win? They 
say he is ineffective?” re-
marked a third. 

“Why did [Congresswom-
an] Hanabusa lose? She would 
be an effective governor,” said 
a fourth.

“I voted for Hanabusa. I 
thought she would win,” said 
a fifth.

“What happened to the 

“H

“women’s vote?” asked a 
sixth.

There are a number of 
“Monday morning quarter-
backs” or “quackenbacks” and 
self-styled “pundits” trying 
to explain why Ige won and 
Hanabusa lost. None of their 
remarks can or ever will satis-
factorily explain the result.

“There must be a supernat-
ural explanation,” one of my 
family members observed.

There is a Biblical expla-
nation: “When the people are 
wicked, God sends them bad 
kings.”

So I prayed:  “ O h 
God, what have we done 
wrong?  Why are you 
punishing us by sending us 
bad kings? Why should the un-

wicked suffer with the wick-
ed?”

God: “I sent you a good 
woman. But you did not vote 
for her. God helps those who 
help themselves.”

“But do not despair. The 
elections are not over. There is 
still the general election in No-
vember. I am sending another 
woman.”

If you do not believe in 
God, here is an explanation: 
Before the Honolulu Star Ad-
vertiser endorsed Hanabusa, 
she was ahead. After the paper 
endorsed Hanabusa, her lead 
evaporated. Was the endorse-
ment a “kiss of death”? 

Why would it be?  Be-
cause many do not believe 
newspapers. They think they 

serve only their own selfish in-
terests, that they publish fake 
news. 

As for me, I buy the news-
papers to read the obituaries – 
to check if I am still alive or 
dead. 

ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws 
degree from Yale Law School and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines. He special-
izes in immigration law and criminal 
defense. Office: 900 Fort Street, Suite 
1110, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel. (808) 
225-2645. E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.
com. Websites: www.MilitaryandCrim-
inalLaw.com. He is from Laoag City 
and Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served 
as an Immigration Officer. He is co-au-
thor of “Immigration Law Service, 1st 
ed.,” an 8-volume practice guide for 
immigration officers and lawyers. This 
article is a general overview of the sub-
ject matter discussed and is not intend-
ed as legal advice.

WPS Advocates Challenge Duterte’s Joint Oil Exploration Ties 
With China

Why China? Why 
give a sweet deal 
to a territorial bul-

ly? - These are the nagging 
questions that the global ad-
vocates for the territorial sov-
ereignty of the West Philippine 
Sea want the Duterte adminis-
tration to explain after recent 
pronouncements from Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Alan Peter 
Cayetano explicitly stated that 
the Philippines will venture 

into a joint oil a joint oil explo-
ration project with China.

“On behalf of the global 
members of the National Youth 

Movement for West Philippine 
Sea (NYMWPS), I express our 
utmost resentment to Secretary 
Cayetano’s statement that we 

have to put aside our territorial 
and sovereign rights claims,” 
said Saipan-based Dr. Celia 
Lamkin - NYMWPS founder 
and Global Chairperson.

In an August 7, 2018 press 
conference, Cayetano shared 
that a preliminary agreement 
has been made with China 
based on the diplomatic prin-
ciple of “let us cooperate first, 
and let us talk about who owns 
what, who has jurisdiction, lat-
er on.”

“What is utmost disturbing 
in Mr. Cayetano’s statements 
is his seeming disregard of the 

decision of the arbitral tribunal 
in The Hague,“ continued Dr. 
Lamkin. Cayetano has been 
quoted to refer to the Philip-
pines’ sovereign rights, or its 
rights over the West Philippine 
Sea, as mere “claims.”

This sentiment is echoed 
by Atty. Ted Laguatan, the 
group’s legal adviser.

The arbitral tribunal in its 
decision has already upheld 
the Philippines’ rights over the 
West Philippine Sea,” empha-
sized Atty. Laguatan. He added 
that the decision has affirmed 

(continue on page 12)
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KAKATALK

By Carolyn Weygan-Hildebrand

ent types of disasters. There are 
guides for parents with chil-
dren, seniors, and people with 
disabilities or access needs. 
These can all be found in the 
under the “Get Ready” menu 
of the HI-EMA website, http://
dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/. The 
City and County of Honolu-
lu’s Department of Emergency 
Management also offers steps 

id you pre-
pare in case hur-
ricane Hector 
struck Hawaii? 
Do you and your 
family track the 

weather report? We now live at 
a time when extreme weather 
conditions are common. Pay-
ing attention and understand-
ing weather report is a need. In 
Hawaii, we often hear that it is 
not a matter of whether a cata-
strophic hurricane will happen 
but when. Hurricane Iniki is a 
shared point of reference of the 
worst thing that can happen to 
the islands. After visiting the is-
land of Puerto Rico in June of 
this year, I will say that Puerto 
Ricans’ point of reference is 
the more devastating hurricane 
Maria.

Hurricane Maria, which 
followed hurricane Irma, 
brought Puerto Ricans down 
to their knees. FEMA, in its re-
port entitled “2017 Hurricane 

Season FEMA After-Action 
Report” wrote that 2017 hur-
ricane impacts in Puerto Rico 
were far higher than planned 
for – population impact was 
projected at 53% but was 95%, 
power outage in Puerto Rico 
was projected at 73% but was 
100%, cellular services at 73% 
but at 88%, hospitals impacted 
projected at 56% but actually at 
82%, and area requiring search 
and rescue at 75% but actually 
99%.

What happened to Puer-
to Ricans can happen to local 
folks in Hawaii which is why 
it is good to prepare as if the 
strength and path of a hurricane 
Maria will happen here. First, 
the State Hawaii Emergen-
cy Management Agency and 
county level counterparts, such 
as the Honolulu Department of 
Emergency Management, have 
filled their websites with tips 
on how to prepare the family, 
home, and business for differ-

under “Prepare. Plan. Stay In-
formed” in its website, http://
www.honolulu.gov/dem/get-
ready.html. The biggest tip for 
families and other entities is not 
only to prepare but practice and 
make sure all steps and part of 
emergency preparedness work!

Filipinos though can do 
more. They can also become 
part of the community corps 

or volunteers and prepare not 
only themselves but the com-
munities they live, work, or 
have business in. The City 
Department of Emergency 
Management, for example, 
draws attention to four orga-
nizations that they support in-
cluding Community Prepared-
ness groups. Each resident can 
check whether their respective 
communities have communi-
ty disaster preparedness plans 
that are inclusive and working 
by visiting the website, http://
www.honolulu.gov/demvol-
unteer/communityprepared-
ness.html. Filipinos can help 
make community plans more 
responsive by knowing more 
about community disaster pre-
paredness, identifying where 
they can help with, and making 
these culturally sensitive to the 
needs of different ethnic and 
cultural groups. 

Two stories from Puerto 
Rico also reminds me of our 
need to strengthen our own re-
lationships in our community – 
our extended families and civic 
organization ties. 

I was hanging out in the 
lobby of the hotel we were 

Hawaii’s Hurricane Season 
and Notes from Puerto Rico

D

(continue on page 15)
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HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Dr. Rosie Alegado Named New 
Director of Sea Grant Center 
for Integrated Science,
Knowledge, and Culture
Dr. Rosie ʻAnolani Alega-

do, Assistant Professor of 
Oceanography in the Dan-

iel K. Inouye Center for Microbial 
Oceanography: Research and Educa-
tion and faculty with the University 
of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Pro-
gram (Hawai‘i Sea Grant), has been 
named the new director of Hawai‘i 
Sea Grant’s Center for Integrated Sci-
ence, Knowledge, and Culture (CIS-
KC).

In her new position, Dr. Alega-
do seeks to help Hawaiʻi Sea Grant 
define its kuleana (roles and respon-
sibilities) within a Hawaiian place 
of learning, a strategic goal of UH 
Mānoa. Together with the non-profit 
Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo and Hawai‘i 
Sea Grant, she is involved in devel-
oping kūlana noiʻi, a process wherein 
researchers build and sustain equita-
ble partnerships with the community.

Dr. Alegado takes over the helm 
from Dr. Puakea Nogelmeier who 
served as the center’s inaugural di-
rector until his retirement from the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian 
Language in May.

“Rosie brings the experience and 
vision that will expand and inspire the 
ongoing integration that this Center of 
Excellence was established for,” said 
Nogelmeier. “She co-founded this 
Center of Excellence and has been a 
driving force since its inception.”

Dr. Alegado is a member of Ha-
wai‘i Sea Grant’s Coastal Resilience 
and Sustainability Team, a multi-dis-
ciplinary cohort comprised of seven 
tenure-track faculty in various de-
partments throughout UH Mānoa.

Alegado was born and raised in 
Honolulu and graduated from Kame-
hameha High School, Massachusetts 
Institute for Technology (MIT), and 
received her PhD in microbiology 
from Stanford University.  

She is married to Atty. Raymond 
Kong, of the Bishop Museum, and 
has a 10 years old daughter, Justice, 
and a 6 years old son, Cassius.  Her 
mother is Dr. Davianna McGregor, a 
native Hawaiian professor in the Eth-
nic Studies Department at UHM.  Her 
father is Dr. Dean Alegado, a retired 
UH professor in ethnic studies and 
Philippine studies.

In 2017, Hawai‘i Sea Grant es-
tablished CISKC to implement and 

perpetuate the cultural knowledge 
of Hawai‘i and the Pacific Islands to 
current science and research. Since 
its inception, CISKC has engaged the 
community in actively caring for the 
shoreline and marine environment 
through numerous projects. 

For example, on Hawai‘i Island 
the Nā Kilo ‘Āina project increases 
the awareness of natural cycles and 
place through ongoing monthly mon-
itoring activities and training based 
on Pilinakai (conservation) and care 
of islands through relationships. On 
Kaua‘i, a community-based subsis-
tence fishing area was designated in 
the Hā‘ena ahupua‘a to reaffirm and 
protect fishing practices traditionally 
exercised for native Hawaiian subsis-
tence, culture, and religion. Commu-
nity-generated rules were approved 
by the state’s Board of Land and Nat-
ural Resources, making it the first of 
its kind in the state.

Rosanna Alegado at Oceanography, her  
Lab at the Center for Microbial Research 
and Education at UHM

Rosie with Dean Alegado in their 
Zambales farm
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TRAVEL

By Elpidio R. Estioko

As I See It
Part 2

The author Elpidio Estioko with his wife, Delia visits the Valley of 
the Temples.

awaii’s ex-
ploration and 
enjoyment of 
its natural re-
sources con-
tinues, as we 

come to a close to our 10-day 
vacation. In fact, Hawaii’s 
beautiful beaches we went 
through last week are only the 
beginning, I found out. From 
enjoying the gentle waves 
of Waikiki Beach to playing 
with family and close friends 
under water, there’s never a 
dull moment in the Hawaiian 
Islands. My daughter Tweety 
and husband Jonathan, kept 
on encouraging us to surf 
the waves and snorkel in the 
deep recesses of the sea.

Yesterday, while the chil-
dren went for an hour hike to 
the lighthouse and the shore-
line, we went to an area of 
the beach where surfing is 
being conducted. I was told, 
surfing originated in Hawaii 
because of its huge waves as 
captured by its TV program 
Hawaii Five-O. I was remind-
ed of my visit to Bondi Beach 
in Australia, three years ago, 
referred to as the surfing capi-
tal of the world, which taught 
me to love the ruggedness and 
gentleness of the sea. Here in 

Hawaii, you don’t need to be a 
member of an outdoor organi-
zation, just like the Philippine 
Nomads, to appreciate and 
commune with nature because 
all the locals are a community 
of nature lovers themselves… 
by nature. 

History validates that 
surfing was born in Hawaii 
which is deeply rooted and 
intertwined with its histo-
ry and culture. There’s no 
doubt, if one dreams of rid-
ing the waves, there’s no bet-
ter place to learn how to surf 
and truly commune with the 
ocean, than in Hawaii. I’ve 
always wanted to learn about 
the origins of surfing in Ha-
waii and find out where I can 
watch the pros or take a surf-
ing lesson during our visit.  I 
had the opportunity this time, 
although briefly, during our 
10-day visit.

The earliest written ac-
count of surfing, or hee nalu 
in Hawaiian, I was told, was 
by Lieutenant James King 
in 1779, just months after 
Captain Cook’s death. He 
described Native Hawaiians 
riding a wood plank on the 
swells of Kealakekua Bay on 
the island of Hawaii. King 
saw the fun the sport brought, 
so he wrote, “… they seem 
to feel a great pleasure in 
the motion that this exercise 

gives.”
Surfing is believed to 

have originated long ago in 
ancient Polynesia, but lat-
er thrived and popularized 
in Hawaii. Also, the locals 
whom we’ve met told us that 
it was once a sport only re-
served for alii (Hawaiian roy-
alty), which is why surfing 
is often called the “sport of 
kings.” They explained that 
King Kamehameha himself 
was known for his surfing 
ability. But… with the end 
of the Hawaiian kapu (taboo) 
system in 1819, commoners 
or ordinary villagers who 
don’t belong to the royalty, 
were allowed to freely par-
ticipate in the sport as the 
hula dance also became pop-
ular. However, when western 
missionaries arrived in the 
1800s, they discouraged Ha-
waiian customs like dancing 
the hula and surfing. 

Temporarily, that was 
set back for the natives of 
Hawaii because in the late 
1800s, the “Merrie Monarch” 
King Kalakaua, one of the 
last reigning monarchs of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, revived 
the hula, signaling the return 
of Hawaiian cultural pride. 
Then in the early 1900s, surf-
ing was revived and was re-
vitalized on Waikiki Beach. 
During this era, Duke Kah-
anamoku, who grew up surf-
ing the south shore waves, 
was a Waikiki Beach Boy 
who taught visitors how to 
surf and canoe. Duke later 
won multiple Olympic gold 
medals for swimming, and 
eventually became known as 
the “father of modern surf-
ing.” Today, a bronze statue 
of Duke welcomes visitors 
to Waikiki, where first-time 
surfers are still catching their 
first waves. The statue re-
minds everyone of the histo-
ry of surfing in the country. 

Surfing is rampant during 
the big wave season in Ha-
waii roughly between No-
vember and February on Ha-
waii’s north shores. On every 
island, one can watch surfers, 
but some of the best surfing 
competitions in the world are 
held on Oahu’s North Shore 
in November and Decem-
ber, which includes the Vans 
Triple Crown of Surfing. If 

you’re planning to watch the 
surfing professionals in ac-
tion during these events, be 
sure to get to the North Shore 
early because traffic can be 
heavy and messy.

During the winter, the is-
lands’ north shores generate 
big swells, while in the sum-
mer, the south shores enjoy a 
bump in size. Oahu’s North 
Shore is a legendary surf 
spot featuring viewer-friend-
ly beaches at Waimea Bay, 
Sunset Beach and the Banzai 
Pipeline. 

Almost every island of-
fers surfing lessons where 
one can learn the basics of the 
sport. Lessons run from one 
to two hours and are taught 
by experienced surfers in gen-
tle breaks. Longboards are 
used to make it even easier 
for first-timers to learn, and a 
push from your instructor will 
help you get started. Waikiki 
Beach is still one of the best 
spots in Hawaii to get on your 
feet and ride your first wave, I 
was told.

A substitute for an hon-
est-to-goodness sea surfing, 
stand-up paddle boarding 
(SUP) is becoming very pop-
ular in Hawaii. It is a varia-
tion of surfing where riders 
stand upright on wider, longer 
boards and use a paddle to 
maneuver. This is great for a 
core muscle workout because 
SUP is often used more for 
fitness rather than for riding 
waves. Locals highly recom-
mend SUP for one’s safety 
and for the safety of fellow 
beachgoers and surfers.

As we move on nearing 
our 10-day vacation, we vis-

ited more beach resort areas/
parks and continue feeling and 
enjoying the healthy environ-
ment of the sea and the fresh 
air supplied by the moun-
tains spanning the islands. 
We maximized the opportu-
nity Hawaii has offered to us. 
The children enjoyed Turtle 
Beach, explored Mermaid  
Caves and most of all Waimea 
Bay for cliff jumping.

My fraternity brother from 
the University of the Philip-
pines in Diliman who retired 
from the University of Ha-
waii treated us for a Hawaiian 
lunch at the Highway Inn in 
Honolulu. He is the incoming 
president of the University of 
the Philippines Alumni Asso-
ciation in Hawaii.

After all we went through, 
it made us more healthy and 
stronger. We flexed our mus-
cles and we strengthened our 
bonding with one another, as 
a family, as a community of 
nature lovers. 

Indeed, exploring Ha-
waii’s natural resources is 
healthy!

ELPIDIO R. ESTIOKO was a 
former journalist in the Philip-
pines, a field reporter for Philip-
pine Star/Pilipino Star, and now 
a senior reporter/ columnist for 
FilAm Star, San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia, USA. He is an academic 
instructor for San Jose Job Corps 
and a retired college instructor 
for De Anza College, Cupertino, 
California; and former instructor, 
San Jose State University.  He is 
an awardee for excellence in Fil-
ipino-American journalism in SF, 
California last October 5, 2017 
for a Merit award first Best News 
Story awarded by the Filipino- 
American Press Club during its 
6th Plaridel Awards.)

(Editor’s Note: This is the final part of a two-part series “Exploring Hawaii’s natural resources is healthy.)

H
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

By Emil Guillermo

t doesn’t look 
good for the 
daughter of Ka-
lihi, Donna Mer-
cado Kim and 
her attempt to 

become what  I believe would 
be the first Filipino American 
woman elected to the U.S. 
Congress.

Right now, Virginia’s 
Bobby Scott, who is part Fil-
ipino, and part African Amer-
ican is the only person of 
Filipino descent serving in 
Congress.

Kim would be a welcome 
addition, and a real milestone 
for Filipino American prog-
ress. 

But that’s not the way 
things go in Hawaii, it seems.

By the time you read this, 
Kim is likely to have finished 
far back in a race that looked 
winnable back in the early 
Spring.

That’s when Kim had a 
nice lead in money raised and 
in most of the polling. But 
the wide margins evaporated 
quickly, at first when  more 
liberal voters got behind Lt. 
Gov. Chin. 

Chin was tied with Kim in 
some polls as late as March.  
And he appeared worthy of 
the left-leaning Democrats, 
especially having led the fight 
in Hawaii against Trump’s 
travel ban. But that progres-
sive act was more perceived 
to be just that, and it  didn’t 
jibe with Chin’s much more 

conservative past.
It set things all up for who 

else?  The disruptor of all po-
litical  disruptors in Hawaii, 
Ed Case.

Case seems always at the 
ready. He’s sort of the politi-
cal spare tire. He was there to 
take over for Patsy Mink in 
2002. And when Sen. Daniel 
Akaka ran again in 2006, Case 
was there to throw a monkey 
wrench into things and give 
Akaka the race for his life.

THAT 2006 RACE
I remember that race hav-

ing served on the editorial 
board of what was at that time 
the biggest daily newspaper in 
Hawaii.

I met and talked to both 
Akaka and Case at editorial 
meetings and throughout the 
campaign.  To me it was clear 
that Case was the impatient 
upstart, unwilling to wait his 
turn in party politics. 

Akaka was the man of 
the people, but Case por-
trayed him as ineffective as 
he pressed for change. I think 
people ultimately didn’t like 
the way he treated Akaka with 
a lack of respect. To me that 
emotional issue was far more 
important than either Case be-
ing seen as a Blue Dog  con-
servative Democrat, or that 
Akaka was against military 
intervention in Iraq.

To me it was simply that 
voters  weren’t ready to give 
up on Akaka, who beat case 
by 53 percent-46 percent.

But that race didn’t stop 
Case. 

Who can forget the fiasco 

in 2010 when both Case and 
Colleen Hanabusa ran for the  
1st Congressional District seat 
then  vacated by Neil Aber-
crombie. The two candidates 
ended up splitting  the Dem-
ocrats. They both ended up 
losing to Republican Charles 
Djou.

Can you sense how the 
same names keep resurfacing 
like musical chairs in Hawaii 
politics?

After that loss, Case still 
wasn’t done.

When Akaka retired in 
2011, Case went for the seat, 
but found himself up against 
Mazie Hirono. It wasn’t the 
best spot, but he had come 
close in 2006. 

Hirono won in a landslide, 
58 percent to 41 percent. 

And even a landslide 
didn’t finish off Case, who is 
like the political Terminator.

Besides at 65, you’re con-
sidered young in politics. Es-
pecially the way the musical 
chairs go in Hawaii politics.

Case had been dormant 
when in June he probably re-
alized the 1st district was as 
soft as it’s ever going to get.  
Hanabusa is not in his way. 
Mazie is in the Senate. Case 
already showed he can run 
with the best.

He probably figured he 
could beat the JVs, the assem-
bled but crowded 1st District 
field.

And that’s too bad.
Chin had his baggage and 

was maligned by some of the 
media.

But what happened to 
Kim?

I don’t know Kim well, 
but she’s always struck me 
as a practical problem solv-
er. She’s a local politician 
through and through. As a 
city councilperson, as a state 
legislator, she’s all grassroots: 
potholes, parking and open 
space. She gets things done 
for voters. That’s good.

But somehow her 30-
plus years as a political force 
didn’t get her the respect she 
deserves. Her fundraising 
prowess early on was good. 
But she had no staying power 
in the polling data.

Maybe she was penalized 
by some for not being quite as 
ideological left or right. 

She generally has strong 
stands on social issues like 
health care and  Social Secu-
rity. 

But on international is-
sues, who knows? 

That was the opening. For 
conservatives drawn to Kim, 
they had an excuse to aban-
don when someone like Case 
shows up on the ballot.

Case is known for being 
a lone wolf Democrat who 
votes with Republicans. That 
may have given those drawn 
to Kim a reason to back away 
from her and move toward 
Case.

It’s probably ideological 
and maybe even sexist. 

Wait a minute, you say. 
Hawaii voters went for  Lin-
da Lingle. And look at Hirono 
and Hanabusa. Voters aren’t 
sexist. 

OK, they’re not sexist. 
So are voters racist against 

seeing a strong Filipino wom-
an on Capitol Hill?

It’s hard to prove. But 
Kim, who held her own as 
the State Senate president for 
three years, slid so fast once 
Case got in the race in June, 
there’s got to be something 
going on.

They liked her. And then 
they didn’t. What changed? A 
White man entered the race?

Kim is a rare candidate. A 
qualified Filipino woman who 
is qualified to represent her 
district in Congress. 

I’d hate to think voters 
would  pass on her in favor of 
a retread White politician.  

But the fall of Kim the last 
two months suggests there’s 
still much work to be done to 
change the perception people 
have of Filipinos, and Filipino 
women-- especially when it 
comes to political leadership 
in the Aloha state.

EMIL  GUILLERMO  is an award-win-
ning journalist and commentator who 
writes from Northern California. He 
recently won the 2015 Dr. Suzanne 
Ahn Award for Civil Rights and Social 
Justice from the Asian American Jour-
nalists Association California. Listen to 
his podcast: Emil Amok’s Takeout http://
emilamokstakeout.libsyn.com/website

I

Donna Mercado Kim’s Fall, a Rejection of 
Filipino Political Leadership? 

thing in common: They are all 
outspoken critics of Duterte.

Duterte has openly waged 
war against Catholics and our 
God. He has openly mocked 
and insulted God calling Him 
stupid, cursing Him with “pu-
tanginas” and saying that the 
Catholic God will kneel before 
him. He refers to the apostles of 
Jesus Christ, who sat with Him 
in the last supper and died as 
martyrs, as fictitious saints. He 
has initiated this war against 

the Catholic Church whose 
founder is Jesus Christ. The 
outcome is predictable: Sa-
tan and Duterte will lose. The 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against the Catholic Church.

Duterte says that his god is 
superior to the Catholic God. 
He does not reveal who he con-
siders his god. But he cannot 
hide his hatred for the Catho-
lic God, which reveals that his 
other god can only be Satan. 
Prior to becoming president in 

2016, Duterte already exhibit-
ed demonic manifestations and 
proclaimed: “God will weep if 
I become president.”

Duterte has generated 
much emotional heated reac-
tion and anger among Cath-
olics whom he cursed and 
their God whom he insulted 
and mocked. Many under-
standably are inclined to fight 
fire with fire. They know that 
thousands will continue to be 
murdered and killing in the 

(OP-ED: TRUE CATHOLICS....from page 6)

(continue on page 14)
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37. Panggatong
38. Alpabeto
41. Banda
42. Disisyon
44. Kibo
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64. Pinuno ng monasteryo
65. Malapot na langis
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KROSWORD
ni Carlito Lalicon

Blg. 15

the Philippines’ rights to the 
West Philippine Sea which is 
covered by the country’s ex-
clusive economic zone (EEZ), 
a 200-nautical mile area within 
which it has exclusive rights to 
explore and exploit marine re-
sources including oil.

Going into partnerships in 
oil exploration is a non-issue 
with the group, acknowledg-
ing the fact that such project is 
capital and technology exten-
sive.

Dr. Lamkin and her group 
are reacting to the recent pro-
nouncements of the Foreign 
Affairs Secretary that the Phil-
ippine government has formed 
a working group with China to 
draft a framework for at least a 
60-40 collaboration for the ex-
ploration of the reportedly oil-
rich West Philippine Sea.

Former Subic Bay Metro-
politan Authority (SBMA) and 
Bases Conversion and Devel-
opment Authority ( BCDA) 
Chairman Felicito Payumo, 
the group’s Honorary Chair-
person for Bataan and Western 
Luzon Chapters, shared that 
the Philippines has already a 
framework with which it could 
base the agreement from. “The 
Malampaya project is a joint 
undertaking of the Philippine 
government and the private 
sector,” Mr. Payumo under-
scored.

The Malampaya oil explo-
ration project is spearheaded 
by the Department of Ener-
gy, and joint-venture partners 
Chevron Malampaya LLC and 

PNOC Exploration Corp. Un-
der the service contract agree-
ment, 70 percent of the gross 
proceeds from the sale of nat-
ural gas goes to the contractor 
to recover the investment cost; 
and remaining 30 percent is 
shared by the government and 
the consortium on a 60-40 ba-
sis, respectively.

“Come to think of it, why 
should it be with China or a 
Chinese entity alone? Why not 
secure the best terms for us by 
talking to other countries or 
companies, just like with Shell 
(and the other joint venture 
partners) with Malampaya?” 
Mr. Payumo added.

This seeming “sweet deal” 
as gleaned from the statements 
of Secretary Cayetano is seen 
by the group as a move to fa-
vor China more than the Phil-
ippines.

“Cayetano (and Duterte) 
are acting like agents of China 
in favoring its interest over that 
of the Filipino people; and we 
must not allow this to happen,” 
expressed Atty. Laguatan.

Mr. Joe Bacero, the 
group’s Dubai Chapter Chair-
person is alarmed that with 
this move, we are tolerating 
China’s territorial rights bul-
lying instead of asserting what 
is rightfully ours. “China has 
disrespected us straight after 
Manila brought the case to ar-
bitration in 2013. It launched a 
massive island-building, land 
reclamation and militarization 
in the West Philippine Sea. 
Now, shall we offer this obvi-

ously ‘in-their-favor’ deal in a 
silver platter, without regard to 
our sovereignty?” Mr. Bacero 
stated.

“The Philippines should 
not allow China to practical-
ly have control and leverage 
over the entire West Philippine 
Sea in this 60/40 deal. By giv-
ing China authority to use her 
specialized equipment and the 
technical personnel who will 
explore, develop, exploit and 
be in charge of sharing these 
resources - the Philippines can 
easily be subjected to bully 
tactics which China can and 
will utilize if needed,” said 
Atty. Laguatan.

Laguatan expressed his 
concern that the country is at 
the losing end of the bargain in 
this joint venture. “The Philip-
pines must look after its own 
interest in dealing with China 

and other countries. With Chi-
na, most especially, we cannot 
and should not assume that it is 
trustworthy and in good faith 
in its dealings.”

He made reference to the 
economic dealings of China 
with other third world coun-
tries. “China is known to re-
sort to opaque contracts which 
make third world countries 
dependent on her. This has 
been the experience of eight 
countries who are now vulner-
able to China’s dominance or 
influence over their countries: 
Djibouti, Tajikistan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Lao, Maldives, Mongo-
lia, Pakistan, Montenegro,” he 
added.

Just like the Malampaya 
project, Laguatan believes that 
it would be in the best interest 
of the Philippines if it sets its 
sight beyond China, exploring 

the possibilities of having lo-
cal companies take care of the 
financial aspect of the explo-
ration and hiring the best tech-
nical experts from the United 
Kingdom, the United States 
and other countries in explor-
ing and utilizing the vast re-
sources in the West Philippine 
Sea.

NYMWPS poses what 
could be an eye-opener to the 
many Filipinos who remain to 
be fence sitters in this very im-
portant issue. It challenges the 
government to reveal the fine 
print of the agreements be-
cause the devil could be in the 
details. The Philippines should 
not sideline the screaming re-
ality that China’s dealings with 
other countries have ruined 
their economies. And the same 
could also happen to the Phil-
ippines.

(WPS ADVOCATES....from page 7)
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LEGAL NOTES

Investigating Marriage Fraud

ntering into 
marriage for the 
sole purpose of 
obtaining immi-
gration benefits 
is fraudulent and 

is a basis for removal.
Under US immigration 

laws, an alien is removable if 
he was inadmissible “at the 
time of entry or adjustment of 
status”. An alien is inadmissible 
by fraud or willfully misrepre-
senting a material fact, if he 
sought to procure or has pro-
cured a visa, other documenta-
tion, or admission into the Unit-
ed States or other immigration 
benefit. This includes fraudu-
lently entering into a marriage 
for the sole purpose of getting 

immigration benefits.
This was underscored in 

a recent case involving a citi-
zen of Kenya who came to the 
United States after being admit-
ted as a nonimmigrant student. 
He later married a US citizen 
and dropped out of school after. 
He then applied for Adjustment 
of Status that year but was later 
on placed on removal proceed-
ings because of the fraudulent 
marriage.

In cases like this, it is the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) that has the bur-
den to prove by clear and con-
vincing evidence that an alien 
who was admitted to the US is 
removable. DHS had to prove 
that said Kenyan citizen and his 
US citizen spouse did not in-
tend to establish a life together 
at the time they were married. 

In this particular case, the 
immigration officers and fraud 
detection officers were able to 

present evidence that the cou-
ple did not intend to establish 
a life together. During visits by 
the fraud detection officers to 
the supposed residence of the 
couple, the Kenyan citizen was 
there with several other males 
but without the US citizen wife 
or any signs of her belongings. 
When asked about her where-
abouts, the Kenyan citizen said 
that she left a week ago and did 
not leave any of her things be-
hind. The fraud detection offi-
cer was also able to obtain doc-
umentary evidence showing 
that the US citizen still claim 
to be single and living with her 
mother and children in a differ-
ent address. In her applications 
with the Social and Rehabilita-
tive Services and several other 
organizations, she did not state 
being married and there was no 
indication of her living with her 
supposed husband for the said 
timeframe.

E

The DHS also investigated 
the school where the US cit-
izen’s daughter was enrolled 
and the principal attested that 
the Kenyan citizen was not list-
ed on the child’s school records 
nor did said child live at his 
supposed address. 

During his removal hear-
ing, the Kenyan citizen was 
unclear as to when he started 
living with his US citizen wife. 
He also stated that he did not 
know that she applied for state 
benefits. He clarified that he di-
vorced his US citizen wife in 
December 2012.

It must be noted that mar-
riages that end up in divorce 
are not automatically deemed 
as fraudulent. If a couple have 
initially entered into marriage 
in good faith but subsequently 
ended up in divorce, it does not 
mean it is fraudulent. Fraudu-
lent marriages mean that from 
the onset, the couple had no 

intention of establishing a life 
together. 

In this case, it was proven 
by clear and convincing evi-
dence that the two did not in-
tend to have a good faith mar-
riage. What was clear was that 
their marriage was entered into 
to obtain immigration benefit 
for the Kenyan citizen after the 
expiration of his student visa.

Fraudulent marriages have 
serious consequences not just 
for the foreign national but also 
for the US citizen involved. In 
this case, the Kenyan citizen 
was placed on removal pro-
ceedings and was held to be re-
movable. Both the foreign na-
tional and the US citizen could 
face imprisonment and a fine. 

REUBEN  S. SEGURITAN has 
been practicing law for over 30 
years. For further information, 
you may call him at (212) 695 
5281 or log on to his website at 
www.seguritan.com

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Food Handlers Certification Required 

Atty. Bev Baligad Gives Talk on Students’ 
Civil Rights 

The Hawai‘i Department 
of Health’s (DOH) San-
itation Branch requires 

that the person in charge of a food 
establishment during normal 
work hours (including during 
food preparation) complete 
training in proper food handling 
in order to obtain certification. 

The Filipino Association 
of University Women 
(FAUW) is presenting 

a discussion on “Protecting 
Students’ Civil Rights at UH 
West Oahu” with Attorney Bev. 
Baligad on Saturday, August 
18, Max of Manila, Dillingham 
Blvd., 11:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Baligad has been a member 
of the Michigan State Bar since 

DOH will accept certification 
recognized by the American Na-
tional Standards Institute. Proof 
of certification will be required 
during health inspections begin-
ning Sept. 4, 2018.  

“Extensive studies have 
shown food establishments 
with managers formally trained 

2004. She currently serves as 
Director of Compliance/Title IX 
Coordinator at the University of 
Hawaii West Oahu campus.

Since 2005, she worked at 
various areas in higher education 
and has extensive experience 
in the development and imple-
mentation of key compliance 
areas. She has been a consultant 
at various institutions across the 
nation in areas of Title IX. She 
is an alumna of UH Manoa and 

in food safety have fewer oc-
currences of critical violations 
during routine inspection,” said 
Peter Oshiro, Sanitation Branch 
manager. “This lowers the risk of 
contracting a food-borne illness 
by the public. This is a true win-
win situation for the food estab-
lishments and for public health.”

received her law degree from 
Western Michigan University.

Title IX is a civil rights law 
that applies to all educational 
programs and all aspects of a 
school’s education system. In the 
1990s, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued three decisions clarifying 
that Title IX also requires schools 
to respond according to reports 
of sexual harassment.

To attend the event, RSVP at 
fauw1987@gmail.com.

The Iglesia ni Cristo 
(INC) or Church of 
Christ celebrated its 

Golden Anniversary in the 
West on July 27, 2018 in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii. On that same 
day a new House of Worship 
located at 91-121 Fort Weav-
er Road, Ewa Beach, Hono-
lulu, was dedicated to God 
by Executive Minister Edu-
ardo Villanueva  Manalo. 

Congresswoman Col-
leen Hanabusa (Hawaii, 1st 
Dist) led the high ranking 
government officials of Ha-
waii in greeting the INC and 
attending the celebration. 

The Ewa Beach House of 
Worship seats 810 brethren. 
It was constructed in record 
time – 8 months. Many new 
homes in Hawaii take more 
than a year to build. The 
land consisting of 3.5 acres 
was purchased from Calva-
ry Church for $3.5 million. 
The House of Worship cost 
$13,421,368. There is also a 
pastoral house and an office 
building. Parking space is 
abundant. The grounds are 

beautifully landscaped. 
The INC published the 

following History of the Local 
Congregation of Ewa Beach:

In June 1967, a number of 
Filipinos who had migrated to 
Hawaii, drawn together by one 
faith and one desire to continue 
worshipping God, started hold-
ing prayer meetings in the home 
of brother Emeterio Ancheta, 
Sr. in Puuhale St., Honolulu. 
When brother Saturnino Ulep 
went home to the Philippines 
in June 1968, he conveyed to 
Brother Erano G. Manalo the 
brethren’s request to send a 
minister to Hawaii to lead them 
in their worship service. 

Their request was fulfilled 
on July 27, 1968, 50 years 
ago, when Executive Minister 
Erano G. Manalo (father of 
Eduardo) came to Honolulu to 
lead the members of the INC 
in the holy gathering held in 
the home of brother Jessie Ag-
apay at 1782 Bond Street, Ewa 
Beach, HI. It was attended by 
more than 40 brethren. That 
occasion marked the establish-
ment of the Local Congrega-
tion of Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Thus, the prophecy of God 
about the gathering of His sons 
and daughters in the Far West 

began to be fulfilled. 
Since then, more Houses of 

Worship were dedicated to God 
in Hawaii, including those in 
Honolulu, Waipahu, and Wahi-
awa. There are now more than 
20 congregations in Hawaii.

From Honolulu, the INC 
established congregations in 
San Francisco, California and 

Iglesia ni Cristo Celebrates its Golden Anniversary in the 
West
By Emmanuel S. Tipon

all over the United States. The 
INC has spread throughout the 
world with millions of breth-
ren comprising more than 130 
racial and ethnic backgrounds 
in nearly 7,000 congregations 
in 143 countries and territories 
according to its official web-
site. It is considered the fastest 
growing religion.

The INC was preached 
by Brother Felix Y. Manalo, 
God’s messenger, and was 
registered in the Philippines on 
July 27, 1914.  That date was 
also the start of World War I. 

More information about 
the INC may be found in its 
official website: https://iglesi-
anicristo.net/eng/about/history
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The Department of 
Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs (DCCA) 

is advising businesses to veri-
fy any state purchase requests 
received via e-mail. 

Individuals impersonating 
state officials have recently 
attempted to make large pur-
chases via e-mails accompa-
nied by a fraudulent purchase 

Philippines has now become 
the norm.  These are very un-
usual times. Many express 
their frustrations at their Cath-
olic Bishops because of their 
peaceful non-violent Christian 
approach towards Duterte. In 
many gatherings, many openly 
wish him to be struck dead or 
be assassinated.

But hating others is not 
consistent with Catholic prin-
ciples. The Catholic religion 
is about constantly loving and 
forgiving others. We are all 
sinners even if in good faith, 
we try our best to be saints. I 
have to go on the basis of my 
faith and live and love accord-
ingly.

Understandably, every-
one has a legitimate right to 
self-defense, and the memory 
and lessons of the more than 

order. Because the imperson-
ators have no relationship 
with the Hawaii state gov-
ernment, vendors that allow 
these fraudulent purchases 
may have no recourse for re-
imbursement from the state.  

A number of fraudulent 
attempts mimicking aspects 
of the state procurement pro-
cess were reported over the 

ten million helpless Jews, gyp-
sies, and homosexuals slaugh-
tered by Hitler’s Gestapo, SS, 
military, police, and other units 
are still ingrained in the minds 
of many. Only about 80,000 
Nazis were arrested and con-
victed after World War II for 
participating in the mass mur-
ders. More escaped.

Just like Hitler, Duterte 
will never run out of killers. 
Many of these will readily kill 
for him in exchange for mon-
ey, power, and privilege. Some 
even identify themselves as 
Catholics. In reality, they are 
not. Many go to church simply 
because of superstition, think-
ing that they will suffer bad 
luck if they don’t go.

Those nominal Catho-
lics who express support for 
Duterte and his extrajudicial 

past month. In each instance, 
the perpetrator impersonated a 
state procurement official and 
used an e-mail address close-
ly resembling, but different 

murders and lies are no dif-
ferent from those belonging to 
the 90% of German Catholics 
and Christians who supported 
Hitler, who was very popular. 
Popularity in these situations 
means nothing. It does not 
make moral what is immoral.  
But the 56% popularity rating 
of Duterte says much about 
Filipino Catholics who openly 
express support for him.  They 
are not true to their faith and 
face the very real danger of 
losing their souls. God is not 
a fascist or a Nazi. He certain-
ly is not a Duterte. For if He 
were, as soon as Duterte even 
thinks of insulting or mocking 
Him he would be struck dead.

God is in control. He has 
a reason for everything in-
cluding using demons and evil 
people for higher purposes. 
This includes allowing Dute-

from, an actual state govern-
ment e-mail address. A fraud-
ulent state purchase order was 
also presented as authoriza-
tion of payment. In one case, 
the representative handling 
the transaction called a phone 
number left in the scheme 
and became suspicious when 
someone with a distinct for-
eign accent answered.

rte to be President where all 
Filipinos are put to a test — 
to choose God or to be with 
Satan and Duterte. Iglesia ni 
Duterte is a very real choice 
for some who will choose his 
religion over God, in fact, over 
anything. Money, power, and 
security on this earth fuel their 
loyalty to Duterte. Very sad.

In true humility, many 
Catholics know that even with 
the best of intentions, as hu-
man beings, we are inclined to 
sin. But our good faith com-
mitment to try and be truly 
good, loving and forgiving 
human beings must always be 
there and for us to be humble 
and trust completely in God’s 
love and mercy.

The Catholic Church pro-
vides for 50 % of the world’s 
private social services:  health 
care, housing, medical ser-

Impersonating a public 
servant and sending a fraudu-
lent purchase order to induce 
payment are crimes that will 
be investigated and prosecut-
ed. If you have received an 
order that you think may be 
fraudulent, please contact the 
Office of the Attorney Gener-
al at 586-1284 and your local 
police department.

vices, education, and help for 
older people. It will continue 
to provide for these.

After his attack on God, 
Catholics, and the Catholic 
Church, Duterte appointed 
three of his representatives to 
smooth things over with the 
Catholic clergy leadership. 
The Catholic Church must use 
all of its resources to protect 
innocent victims of whatever 
faith from threats of violence 
and coercive measures espe-
cially the helpless poor among 
whom thousands are being 
slaughtered.

TED LAGUATAN is a San Francisco 
Bay Area based human rights lawyer 
and also the only Fil-Am lawyer offi-
cially certified continuously by the Cali-
fornia State Bar as an Expert-Specialist 
Lawyer in US Immigration Law for 28 
years now. Email Laguatanlaw@gmail.
com Tel 650 6348668

(Solution to Crossword No. 15 | August 4, 2018)

State Warns of Fraud Scheme Purchases via Email

(OP-ED: TRUE CATHOLICS....from page 11)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
LIVE IN CAREGIVER WITH CAREGIVING 
EXPERIENCE AND LIGHT COOKING
Room and board plus salary.
Email: walter16@mac.com

FULL TIME FACTORY WORKER TO
ASSEMBLE AIR FILTERS IN KANEOHE
No experience necessary will train.
Apply in person M-F 8:00AM-2:00PM.
46-157 Malina Pl. Kaneohe 235-6681

ROOMS FOR RENT–KALIHI-PALAMA
Unfurnished 2 Rooms 2nd floor single or
double occupancy only $750/850 includes
water/electric/ceiling fan.
Near bus stop & town.
Share living/bath/kitchen.
No Parking/smoking/alcohol/drug.
Employed & Good reference required.
Contact (808) 271-9363.

HELPER WANTED
Bird care/cleaning and light housework
M, W, F, mornings. $10 to start
Wahiawa 621-0351

VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES 1 PLOT
under the HOLY CROSS Near the road | sell-
ing for 2 Thousand | Call Kanani at 6995154

FRONT OFFICE MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Must Speak ILOCANO, TAGALOG, ENGLISH
Insurance Knowledge a plus!
Email Resume at Eyes@HawaiianEye.com
Or Fax: 678-0037

EDUCATE.EMPOWER.ENTERTAIN  | AUGUST 26, 2018 | 
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM | Hosted by Tekniqlingz | Filipino Commu-
nity Center | For more information, please contact Gabe at 
808-232-1466 or visit www.tekniqlingz.org

FILIPINO NURSES ORGANIZATION OF HAWAII 
(FNOH) ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP RECOGNITION | AU-
GUST 25, 2018 | 6:00 PM - 11:00 PM | Banquet Hilton Ha-
waiian Village Resorts | For more information, please con-
tact Lolita Ching 387-7635, Donalyn Baldeviso 497-6739, 
Amy Dela Cruz 841-0563

2018 PARENTS/PARENT OF THE YEAR | AUGUST 25, 
2018 | 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM | Pagoda Floating Hotel & Restau-
rant | For more information, please contact Janice Sevilla 
595-8000, Lina Longboy 421-7381, Leo Rojas Gozar 630-
6268, Maggie Domingo 783-0068, Faye Cudal 783-7552 

KOR KNIGHTS OF RIZAL GALA NIGHT | SEPTEMBER 
16, 2018 | Hale Koa Hotel, Waikiki Ballroom | Contact per-
sons: Danny Villaruz 778-0233, Dr. Arnold Villafuerte 220-
2988 

CLASSIFIED ADS
HIBLA NG LAHING FILIPINO TRAVELLING EXHIBI-
TION, LECTURE SERIES, WEAVING AND EMBROI-
DERY DEMONSTRATIONS AND WORKSHOPS | SEP-
TEMBER 17 – NOVEMBER 17, 2018 | UH – Manoa | For 
more information, please send an email at pcghonolulu.
culturalsection@gmail.com or at telephone number (808) 
595 6316 to 19 ext. 112 and look for Ms. Mina Bautista

FILIPINO WOMEN’S CIVIC CLUB FOUNDATION (FW-
CCF) MARIA CLARA BALL | OCTOBER 6, 2018 | 6:00 
PM |  | Filipino Community Center | For more information, 
please contact Rose Galanto 688-4458 

16TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT AND BAYANI-
HAN GALA | OCTOBER 13, 2018 | 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM | 
FilCommunity Center | Contact 808-680-0451 for details

ANNUAL MISS KIMONA BALL AND FBWA BUSI-
NESS WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS | OCTOBER 
27, 2018 | 6:00 PM | Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus Ballroom | 
For more information, Elsa Talavera 358-8964, Charmen 
Valdez 428-4159, Adela Salacup 723-4639

MAINLAND NEWS

LUMPIA, one of the tradition-
al Filipino dishes, took cen-
ter stage when Fil-Am Will 

Simbol won the 2018 Great Garlic 
Cook-off at the 40th annual Gilroy 
Garlic Festival with his original rec-
ipe: Savory Crunchy Freshy Tangy 
Shrimpy Herby Garlic Lumpia Wrap. 
He beat out seven other finalists who 
came from all around the country. 
The eight finalists who were selected 
from hundreds of entries came at the 
festival and prepared their recipes in 
front of the public and panel of judg-
es within a time limit of two hours.

The lumpia wrap consisted of a 
cup-shape leaf of lettuce, his origi-
nal garlic rice, and topped with his 
original deep fried garlic lumpia. It 
is eaten like a taco. The lumpia wrap 
was served on small bamboo steam-
ers lined with banana leaves. It was 
served with a lime wedge to add 
tartness, if desired, and his original 
garlic sauce contained on a wooden 
spoon. 

All five judges phrased the taste 

of the dish and they also like that 
they can add different elements 
with the sauce and lime. One of 
the judges described the sauce as 
great and he said that he tried the 
lumpia wrap without adding any-
thing, with the sauce  and with 
the lime and he described the dish 
as a big hit.  One other judge said 
that it has all of the elements con-
tained in the name of the recipe.

Will won the coveted garlic 
crown and a $5,000 cash price. 
Will’s parents, who are original-
ly from Pampanga, Philippines, 
are longtime residents of Cer-
ritos, California. Will, who was 
born in Long Beach, California 
and grew up in Cerritos, Califor-
nia, is now residing in New York 
and is teaching at Ideal School of 
Manhattan. 

Fil-Am Wins Gilroy Great Garlic Cook-off 
with His Original Lumpia Wrap Recipe

staying at when “Patria” talked sto-
ry with me. She spoke in English 
and was part of a seniors’ group 
that was there to celebrate father’s 
day. Patria, who walks with a cane, 
takes care of her 89-year old bed-
ridden mother. Informed then about 
the coming hurricane, her brother in 
Nebraska, who happened to work for 
Continental Airlines, booked them 
on a flight out of Puerto Rico. The 
flight was scheduled two days after 
Hurricane Maria landed. Patria and 
her mother went to San Francisco 
where her sister lived. Patria and her 
mother returned to Puerto Rico some 

two or three months ago. Patria 
feels guilty about the burden that 
they have put on their relatives 
but I assured her that staying out 
of Puerto Rico was their greatest 
contribution to help Puerto Rico 
recover quickly.

Later, I also had a chance 
to talk with Carmen Alers Pitre, 
whose husband was the president 
of the local Lions Club. Carmen, 
who is a writer/artist and new-
ly-minted grandma, was generous 
in her storytelling. With a trans-
lator’s help, I was able to under-
stand some of the stories. Among 

others, the ties between the local 
Lions Club and the one in New-
ark demonstrated that island-style 
whole community plan has to in-
clude those who are not physi-
cally in the island. For example, 
the Lions Club filled some of the 
gaps in meeting critically needed 
supplies. Carmen shared the pho-
to of a mother who needed insulin 
in order to be healthy enough to 
take care of her bedridden adult 
son. Another photo showed a line 
of Walmart blue 5-gallon buckets 
that she said were used to collect 
and purify water.  

(KAKATALK: HAWAII’S HURRICANE...from page 8)

Will Simbol
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