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EDITORIALS
his is a very special issue for 
the owners and staff of the Ha-
waii Filipino Chronicle as we 
celebrate our 25th anniversa-
ry. It’s been a long, arduous, 
yet truly satisfying road for 

us as we’ve done our best to provide profes-
sional journalistic work covering our com-
munity and important issues that matter to us.

For our cover story, associate editor Edwin Quinabo writes 
about the newspaper from its inaugural issue to highlights 
and recurring themes. He interviewed owners and co-publish-
ers, myself and Dr. Charlie Sonido, about some of the initial 
and current challenges, what goes into newspaper production, 
and the heavy financial load we’ve taken upon our shoulders 
through the years. Truly, it has been a labor of love and com-
mitment to sustain the newspaper’s longevity.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving this season, members in the 
community, politicians, and staff chime in on why they are 
thankful to the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle. From the newspa-
per’s keen political insights via editorials, interesting features 
on outstanding role models, to timely and relevant news local-
ly, nationally, and globally – these are only a few of the reasons 
mentioned in our cover story.

I am deeply grateful to the Filipino community for all your 
support. Mahalo also to our working partners, government 
agencies, non-profits, professional organizations, Filipino 
clubs, and advocacy-legal-justice groups for keeping us abreast 
on events with your press releases. Lastly, we could not have 
done what we’ve accomplished over the years without our ded-
icated and professional staff of associate editors, columnists, 
contributing writers, and administrative support. 

On the same subject, read veteran columnist Felino Tu-
bera and new columnist Elpidio R. Estioko take on the Filipino 
Chronicle, its role, and legacy in the community.

Also in this issue, immigration attorney Reuben Seguritan 
writes in his Legal Notes column the process of petitioning a 
fiancé. It’s a very detailed guide with specific forms to fill out. 
He also addressed the immigration process for couples who are 
already married but a spouse is living in another country want-
ing to enter the U.S. 

There is also an interesting article for our Health & Fam-
ily section “The Truth About ‘Paglilihi.” In Vocabulario Ta-
galog-Castellano published in 1887, paglilihi translated to la 
concepción or conception. Paglilihi is a cultural concept about 
pregnancy that has endured for a very long time.

Be sure to get the latest in Filipino local, mainland and 
Philippine news.

Lastly, remember that the HFC is available for viewing free 
online. Support our advertisers and tell them that you’ve seen 
their ad online on our website. 

We wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving and we 
thank God for the many blessings He has bestowed on us and 
the Filipino community.  Until next time, warmest Aloha and 
Mabuhay!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

ords have always mattered. When a then ris-
ing political star in the U.S. Senate addressed 
the nation at the DNC Convention in 2004, 
that memorable speech and his call for unity 
and hope struck a chord that propelled him to 
the presidency four years later. On the flip-

side, the most cunning marketer in our generation Donald Trump 
also used masterful messaging to win over a large segment of the 
country in 2016.

Life itself is living out stories and storytelling. An evocative 
take on reality: How would we know that we’ve even existed if 
not for the stories we tell?

When it comes to the media, it has the ability to harness the 
power of words and storytelling unlike any force. It’s influence 
– unbounded; it’s reach – global. The array of issues covered can 
lead to pure potentiality. First an idea sparks; then connects with 
an audience; then materializes. An example of this sequence: it’s 
no surprise that the fear, xenophobia, and hate espoused by the 
President led to the recent killings at a synagogue in Pittsburgh. 
The media, particularly right-wing media, contributed to the 
thick, pervasive fear that led to this horrific end. Remember: not 
all media is the same. 

It is within this framework and mindset that the Hawaii Fil-
ipino Chronicle was born – that words and storytelling are im-
mensely powerful; that words and storytelling must come with 
responsibility; that words and storytelling can be used not only 
to advocate for but materialize a greater good.

Specifically, over the span of 25 years, the Chronicle has 
been an enterprise empowering the Filipino community through 
ethical, professional journalism. And the collaborative partners 
through those years have been the community itself.

Examples of hand-in-hand collaboration between the Filipi-
no Chronicle and community are endless. We were there to affect 
the historical win of former governor Ben Cayetano, twice. We 
were there to see the dream of the Filipino Community Center 
become reality. We were alongside the community to experience 
growing pains which have led to it becoming the force it is in 
our state. And today, we are fighting with every once of resource 
and intellect to protect immigrants in what is arguably one of the 
country’s darkest times in modern history for immigrants.

Is the ethnic media, is the Filipino Chronicle still relevant 
today as it were 25 years ago? The answer is a resounding yes. 
For what reasons?  While the mainstream media is effective, the 
Filipino Chronicle is best fit to tell our community’s stories be-
cause we have their shared values. We have a shared historical 
identity with our community which makes the paper’s delivery 
culturally sensitive. We negotiate and present conflicts and is-
sues in a way relatable to our people. We break stereotypes. We 
feature outstanding role models who illuminate to our children 
our best selves. 

Where else would we read a story about the plight of street 
children in the Philippines and ways to adopt them locally in 
Hawaii? This is potentially lifechanging work.

Where else would we read about Filipino labor leaders and 
Filipino workers struggling to survive in a waning post-labor 
Hawaii. This articulates a very specific, reality that often has 
been ignored or generalized by the mainstream press.

Both of these are just two examples that highlight the Filipi-
no Chronicle’s invaluable work.

The unique ability of cultural sensitive reporting in ethnic 
media is its greatest strength. While mainstream media struggle 
financially; and many enterprises find themselves on life-support 
in the age of digital media -- the ethnic media continues to ex-
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pand and do well. 
A study shows nearly 60 million Americans get their news 

and information regularly from ethnic media. 
In New York alone, a Ford Foundation report that circulation 

to the four Chinese dailies have grown from about 170,000 in 
1990 to more than half a million. The Hispanic media in the U.S. 
is a multi-billion dollars industry.

At the same time, ethnic markets are not homogenous. Some 
ethnic communities are more supportive of their ethnic media 
than others. Nationally, Filipino newspapers are well represent-
ed in major urban cities where large pockets of Filipinos reside. 
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EDITORIALS

Changing the 14th Amendment, Eliminating Birthright
Citizenship, Is a Dangerous Precedent

ow strange that 
President Donald 
Trump’s messag-
ing centers on tell-
ing a nation of im-
migrants, a nation 

built by immigrants, to now fear 
immigrants. 

It seems every three months, 
President Donald Trump an-
nounces another big bomb that 
proposes to change the nation’s 
immigration laws. 

For those not up-to-date 
with the president’s anti-immi-
grant stance, some of the ma-
jor proposals include: building 
a “symbolic” southern wall, 
limiting legal immigration of 
guest-worker visas, imple-
menting a travel ban on mostly 
Muslim countries, ending the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), separating 
children from families at the 
border (zero-tolerance poli-
cy), discontinuing the diversity 
visa lottery, supersizing ICE 
and adopting inhumane raids, 
restricting asylum seekers and 
refugees, disqualifying legal 
green-card holders who receive 
government assistance from 
becoming U.S. citizens, and 
canceling temporary protective 
status of select countries. 

The most potentially harm-
ful are Trump’s proposal to re-
duce legal immigration by half 
by adopting a new biased mer-
it-based system that would elim-
inate family-based immigration; 
and the widespread stripping 
away of select natural-born 
American citizenship (denatu-

ralization traditionally has been 
a very rare occurrence). 

Ending Birthright Citizenship
As if any one or all of these 

proposals were not enough to 
potentially harm tens of mil-
lions of immigrants or would-be 
immigrants, the most anti-im-
migrant President in modern 
American history adds another 
proposal to this list: he wants 
to put an end to birthright citi-
zenship, a 150-year old consti-
tutional right to citizenship for 
anyone born on American soil. 

What’s even more absurd is 
that this president is making the 
argument that he could strike 
down this right granted under 
the 14th amendment by a mere 
“executive order.” Talk about a 
hell-bent authoritarian inclina-
tion, that a president believes he 
alone could strike down a con-
stitutional amendment.

The 14th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution is very clear. It 
says: “all persons born or natural-
ized in the United States, and sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and 
of the State wherein they reside.”

This time-tested, embedded 
14th Amendment, among other 
things, led to all African-Amer-
icans becoming citizens of the 
United States. Messing with the 
Amendment could potential-
ly open the door to all kinds of 
abuse and cherry picking. 

Trump wants ending birth-
right citizenship to specifically 
apply to “anchor babies” – ille-
gal immigrants who have their 

children be born in the U.S. to 
become U.S. citizens. 

But a danger of precedent 
could be set to target other pop-
ulations of Americans born in 
the U.S. That determination 
could be arbitrary and based off 
the current political weather.

Imagine how divisive this 
would be that Americans begin 
to call into question other Ameri-
cans’ legal status based on histor-
ical origin and that even having 
been born in the U.S. would sim-
ply not be enough. Americans of 
color and Americans from cer-
tain countries more than likely 
would be targets of suspicion.

Ending birthright citizen-
ship would open a “pandora’s 
box.” How far back generation-
ally would this go back? Where 
will the burden of proof lie? Are 
records of legal immigration 
adequately stored? How would 
due process be handled and de-
portation proceedings for this set 
of the population? The questions 
are endless: and at what cost?

This Trump proposal is yet 
another divisive ploy that further 
drives a wedge 
among Americans. 
How selfish, and 
frankly sinister, 
that this president 
continues to tear 
apart national co-
hesion just to so-
lidify support from 
his xenophobic 
base. What more is 
this president will-
ing to do to keep 
power? 

No need for such a dramatic 
change

The facts show Trump’s 
rhetoric is just fear-mongering. 
Unauthorized immigrants have 
been steadily in decline. Unau-
thorized immigrants having ba-
bies in the U.S. have also been 
in decline. The net value of both 
legal and illegal immigration is 
a positive one in terms of nec-
essary labor and contributions to 
the economy.

The facts show there is no 
drastic need to change the Con-
stitution on this issue of ending 
birthright citizenship. This is 
not to say that old-aged con-
stitutional amendments should 
be untouched. There are times 
when certain constitutional laws 
warrant updating such as how 
the country elects its president, 
which is grossly archaic. 

Procedures must be followed
But before constitutional 

amendments are changed there 
must be overwhelming proof 
of “need.”  There is none with 
regard to the 14th Amendment. 

Even if there were, a lengthy 
process must commence that 
involves a supermajority in the 
U.S. Congress and supermajor-
ity of states in the union willing 
to ratify a constitutional change. 
This is how it works. 

Not what Trump is propos-
ing via executive order which 
would be challenged and later 
decided by the U.S. Supreme 
Court (which currently is con-
servative heavy). This is the way 
of dictators who prefer short 
cuts and immediate results; and 
clearly undermines the rule of 
law and procedure.

Congress must be involved. 
States must be involved on 
constitutional amendments. If 
Trump and his handpicked Su-
preme Court (he appointed two 
justices in just two years) can get 
away with procedure, what other 
bedrock constitutional amend-
ments can be struck down so 
easily – your freedom of speech! 

Americans, even if you are 
hawkish on immigration, see 
the danger of what changing the 
14th Amendment so capricious-
ly as Trump would want will do 
in the long term. 

H

(EDITORIALS: MABUHAY...from page 2)

But their staying power could be bet-
ter relative to the Chinese and Hispan-
ic media. Filipino Americans are close 
in number to Chinese Americans in the 
United States and there should be no rea-
son why Filipino American media in the 
U.S. dwarfs in comparison to the Chi-
nese American media.

The Hawaii Filipino Chronicle’s lon-
gevity is among the most accomplished 
in Filipino American media national-
ly. Its longevity speaks volumes of the 
commitment by its owners -- Dr. Charlie 
Sonido and Chona Montesines-Sonido – 
who have kept the newspaper thriving. 
Their sacrifice and hard work are com-
mendable. The HFC staff, some who’ve 
been with the Chronicle for decades, also 
played large roles in the newspaper’s 
success. And Hawaii’s Filipino commu-

nity have been the legs that have kept the 
newspaper moving forward.

Lasting twenty-five years is a re-
markable feat for any business or orga-
nization. The Filipino Chronicle, as fa-
cilitators of important news over such a 
long span of time, has been a movement 
of sorts – a genuine grassroots move-
ment in our state. The newspaper’s ed-
itorials, topics, people featured are col-
lective yet paradoxically diverse voices 
of this movement perpetually unfolding.

The owners and staff of the Hawaii 
Filipino Chronicle are deeply grateful for 
the support we’ve received from the com-
munity. We hope that we can continue this 
movement and be in service to our com-
munity for many years to come. Mabu-
hay to our Filipino community! Mabuhay 
to the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle.
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Hawaii Filipino Chronicle:
25 Years as the Voice of the
Filipino Community

The Start
HFC co-publisher (her 

husband Dr. Charlie Sonido 
is the other co-publisher) and 
managing editor Chona Mon-
tesines-Sonido, explains: 
“The newspaper was creat-
ed at a time when there was 
division in the Filipino com-
munity.  How members in 
our community have chosen 
to separate themselves back 
in the late 80s, early 90s, was 
over where they stood on 
former President Ferdinand 
Marcos who had been in ex-
ile in Hawaii. You were either 
pro-Marcos or anti-Marcos.”

It’s arguable that the com-
munity had been fragmented 
even before Marcos came to 
the island; that it was never 
fully united before his arrival 
in part because the communi-
ty was still in its early stages 
of developing.

In a way, a newspaper 
like the Chronicle came at the 
right time. It had to be created 
to help bring about unity and 

help to steer and report on the 
community through its matu-
ration.

Montesines-Sonido said 
the newspaper’s very first is-
sue had this intention of uni-
ty in mind. “It was an issue 
on the situation surrounding 
President Marcos’ exile. It 
was an issue to unify Filipi-
nos. The editorial board at 
the time felt it was the most 
appropriate topic for our in-
augural issue.”

She reflects on the first 
issue, “It was the hardest one 
to produce. I remember my 
associate editors then, and 
myself worked into the wee 
hours of the morning before 
submitting our first issue. Un-
til 5 a.m.

“We were working with 
our publishing consultants 
from MW Consultants. They 
did our marketing analysis 
for advertising, did our mar-
keting brochures and our 
logo. They helped us lay-
out our first issue. I am ever 

grateful to this day to MW 
Consultants and our staff 
who’ve helped put together 
our inaugural issue.”

Since then, especially in 
the beginning, she says there 
had been many sleepless 
nights to produce the news-
paper.

Dr. Sonido points out 
that besides bringing about 
a more unified local Filipino 
community, HFC was creat-
ed for other reasons – for im-
migrants to learn about their 
new country and for non-Fili-
pinos to also learn about Fili-
pino culture. 

He said: “Thirty years 
ago as recent immigrants, 
we looked up to established 
Filipino institutions to help 
us learn about the local and 
mainland Filipino American 
experiences. One of those was 
the ethnic Filipino print me-
dia that already existed which 
provided a very good source 
of not only the most current 
news but also acted as an ex-
cellent vehicle to highlight the 
achievements and challenges 
of Filipinos, local and immi-
grants that were not fully cov-
ered by the local media. 

“We wanted a reputa-
ble local Filipino newspaper 

where immigrant Filipinos 
learn not only about what is 
happening in the Philippines 
but also about Filipinos in 
Hawaii or on the mainland. 
At the same time, we wanted 
non-Filipinos and local- born 
Filipinos to have a better un-
derstanding of the Filipino 
culture and experience.”

What goes into production?
A tour de force in driv-

ing HFC, Montesines-Soni-
do said there are three major 
phases in producing a news-
paper: editorial planning, 
production, and marketing. 

“We work on all three, 
all year-round. First edito-
rial content is developed. 
That is planned two months 
before the new year starts. 
But time-sensitive and hot 
issues of the time will often 
take precedence and change 
some of our original editori-
al plans. Editorial planning 
is fluid and changes through-
out the year.”

The Chronicle’s editorial 
board considers content in the 
following weight. “First, be-
cause we are an ethnic news-
paper, we determine content 
based on its relevance and 
importance to the Filipino 

community and our readers,” 
said Montesines-Sonido.

“It could be pressing 
issues also covered by the 
mainstream media. What’s 
unique is we also mix into 
planning topics not covered 
by other media, for example, 
stories related to our Filipino 
heritage, culture and tradi-
tion, that we would like our 
young generation to know 
about.

“Topics that empower us 
as a community such as pol-
itics, voting, immigration, 
education, are also given pri-
ority.

“We also like to show-
case role models and Filipi-
nos who make a difference 
in our community and state, 
people whom we could all be 
proud of.”

In the next phase, pro-
duction, she says articles are 
then assigned and the angle 
we want conveyed to writ-
ers. “Before assigning arti-
cles, I make sure to be well 
aware of the topic and do 
my own research, so I can 
explain the angle we’d want 
to pursue. After the articles 
are submitted to us, the sto-
ry is reviewed by my editors 

By Edwin Quinabo

(continue on page 5)

hrough the years, the Hawaii Filipino 
Chronicle (HFC) has fortified a place 
in local media and flexed its muscle 
and gravitas on critical issues. This 
year the newspaper celebrates its 25th 
Anniversary – 25 years of advocating 

for the Filipino community and state on issues from 
immigration and healthcare, to social benefits and 
business.

A local historian could argue that the Chroni-
cle has been around in the most crucial period in 
the state’s modern development. Enter a time cap-
sule, pick any historical spot in the past 25 years – 
the newspaper has been there to illuminate all the 
changes in motion

Its advocacy, editorials, and cover stories have 
made a difference to the extent that any enduring me-
dia can: raise awareness, connect with a loyal audi-
ence, and help to shape whatever materializes in poli-
cy and public opinion.

Some might even say the HFC was born as a 
people’s movement of sort. Its mission: linked to the 
Filipino community’s needs. As it always had been 
from the beginning.

T

Hawaii Filipino Chronicle (HFC) publisher and managing editor Chona Montesines-Sonido (front, cen-
ter) and publisher Dr. Charlie Sonido (back, 2nd from left) enjoying the holiday season with the HFC 
staff. This year, the HFC celebrates its 25th Anniversary. Mabuhay to the Filipino community for all your 
support.
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who sometimes add to it or 
rewrite content. 

“On the other side of 
production, I work with my 
graphic artist on creative 
presentation, layout of ar-
ticles and the cover page. 
This often takes juggling and 
moving things around like a 
puzzle. The pieces must fit 
together nicely with the en-
tire issue in mind. As urgent 
news come in, we make sure 
to make room for them.

“We are constantly edit-
ing until the very end when 
we submit the paper for print-
ing.”

Finally as marketing 
goes, it goes hand-in-hand 
with budgeting and every 
other phase in producing the 
newspaper. 

“Sometimes we produce 
supplements that accompany 
thematic issues which help to 
generate additional revenue. 
For example, we do an annu-
al health supplement.”

In the beginning months 
of the newspaper, it was im-
portant that the public knew 
we existed, said Montes-
ines-Sonido.

As part of the initial mar-
keting, the newspaper was 
mailed to thousands of homes 
in the state.  Outlets were set 
up at restaurants, book stores, 
physicians’ offices, and all 
kinds of businesses where 
people could get a free copy 
of the newspaper. 

In the beginning years, 
HFC had verified audit to 
show advertisers its target 
readership and market reach. 

Eventually, it developed 
a network with govern-
ment agencies, politicians, 
non-profits, community orga-
nizations, and private compa-
nies that became news beats 
and sources of news.

That reach has expanded 
to mainland, global, and Phil-
ippines-based organizations.

“The Filipino community 
plays a great role in produc-
ing the newspaper.  After all, 
this is about them. Profes-
sional and quality journalism 
are always in my mind when 
producing each issue.

“In the end, we strive to 
produce a masterpiece each 
issue. We strive to make a 

difference whether it is en-
couraging voters to go out 
and vote during election or 
presenting our Filipino can-
didates and building them up 
so the community can rally 
behind them. 

“One highlight was hav-
ing a first Fil-Am governor 
in the nation. This speaks so 
much about the Filipino com-
munity. At the time, our goal 
and mission aligned with em-
powering Filipinos to vote 
as a bloc in electing former 
Governor Cayetano.”

Dr. Sonido says the HFC 
has been in the forefront in 
local Hawaii politics. “We 
interviewed Mayors Harris 
and Fasi, Gov Cayetano and 
other Filipino and non-Filipi-
no politicians and asked them 
why Filipinos should vote for 
them. We questioned them 
about their positions on Fili-
pinos’ unique needs and chal-
lenges.”

The interviews have 
helped Filipinos to learn more 
about politicians. Inverse-
ly, for politicians and policy 
makers to learn more about 
Hawaii’s Filipino communi-
ty, HFC conducts extensive 
election polls that not only 
have been useful predictors 
of who Filipinos are voting 
come election time, but also 
which issues are important to 
them.

“Our polls and analy-
sis have established a name 
for HFC and we’ve landed 
TV and radio interviews on 
them,” said Dr. Sonido.

Fundraising for journalism 
students

Montesines-Sonido, the 
passionate publisher who has 
dedicated most of her work-
ing years to the newspaper 
says, “We are committed to 
making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives.  That’s why we 
have planned for over a year 
now about launching a fund-
raiser for scholarships for 
students who plan to pursue 
a career in journalism so that 
we have future journalists 
who will continue our work 
on our 25th Anniversary 
commemoration.  

“Filipinos are underrep-
resented in journalism as in 

other areas like education; 
and we are committed to have 
our future journalists to carry 
on the task we had started; 
and continue where we will 
leave off…”

The know-hows of pro-
fessional journalism is one-
half of the equation in media 
production; but the other, 
equally crucial half, is meet-
ing money goals, the business 
end.

Financial Challenge
“Our editorial product 

have established a name for 
ourselves in local media. 
But making financial ends 
meet has always been a 
challenge. In the beginning, 
we had a partner in the com-
pany up to 1996. After that, 
we have been shouldering 
all the losses which is sub-
stantially big. 

“In our 25 years of exis-
tence, I remember posting an 
income only for 5 years and 
the rest of those years were 
losses.  People don’t realize 
the amount of money, time 
and effort put in trying to 
maintain and keep afloat a 
community newspaper.  

“Surviving in the digital 
age with the Internet as the 
main medium of communica-
tion has made financial chal-
lenges even greater.”

Dr. Sonido said maintain-
ing HFC financially is even 
more difficult now. “Print 
media, in general, has been 
in significant precipitous de-
cline since the advent of social 
media. Even the most popu-
lar and established newspa-
pers either have closed shop 
or cut back tremendously to 
survive. For HFC, it was a la-
bor of love that started it, and 
it is still a labor of love that 
continues to sustain it. As a fi-
nancial model, it really never 
prospered just like most Fil-
ipino newspaper. You can’t 
send your children to college 
with the profit you earn from 

it.  In fact, we have more 
losses than income.”

Montesines-Sonido said, 
“If the community supports 
the newspaper which exists 
for them, the chances of sur-
viving is greater.  The own-
ers of HFC are supporting it 
financially for the benefit of 
the community.  But there 
may come a time when peo-
ple retire and cannot contin-
ue to support it financially.  
And I dread when that time 
comes because the commu-
nity would have lost a voice 
and advocate on their side.”

While the owners of HFC 
have reported substantial 
losses, other ethnic media in 
the U.S. mainland have re-
ported growth especially at 
urban centers like New York 
City and Los Angeles. The 
Chinese American media and 
Hispanic media in particu-
lar have shown tremendous 
growth while even many in 
the mainstream media report 
sluggish gains at best or have 
already called it quits.

This suggests that not all 
ethnic communities are as 
supportive of their ethnic me-
dia. With the Filipino Ameri-
can population being as large 
as it is, close in number to the 

Chinese community, there 
should be no reason why Fil-
ipino newspapers cannot en-
joy the same success going 
forward.

What the community says 
about the Chronicle

In the spirit of the Thanks-
giving season, members in 
the community and staff have 
shared a myriad of opinions 
on why they are thankful for 
the Filipino Chronicle in its 
anniversary issue.

It has always been polit-
ical with serious editorials. 
Veteran politician and former 
senator Will Espero had been 
following the newspaper 
from the very beginning. He 
said: “I enjoy the many issues 
and topics written about. I 
also support many of the edi-
torials written by staff.

“HFC is an important re-
source for Hawaii’s Filipinos 
and others. It provides timely 
news and information for all. 
HFC is a needed outlet for 
the growing Filipino commu-
nity.”

Espero, who has contrib-
uted legislative updates to 
the newspaper over his many 
years in public office, added, 

“The Filipino Chronicle has pro-
vided great insight, analysis, 
thought-provoking and rele-
vant stories important to the 
Filipinos of Hawaii.  The Chron-
icle’s profiles on Filipino lead-
ers, political insights and is-
sues are what makes it a go-to 
newspaper for Filipinos in the 
community.  HFC continues to 
unite and bring great pride to 
the community.”   

— Caroline Julian-Freitas
HFC contributing writer and  former TV producer

(continue on page 6)

(from page 4)
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“Being a diverse, multi-cul-
tural community, it is import-
ant that the Filipino voice be 
heard. The Filipino perspec-
tive is needed for policy mak-
ers, decision makers, busi-
ness, and elected officials. We 
Filipinos must be involved 
and engaged. We must stay 
informed and in tune with the 
issues and changes impacting 
our state and nation.

“The coverage of Filipi-
no candidates was useful in 
the recent elections. I was 
not aware some candidates 
had Filipino ancestry,” he 
said.

Caroline Julian-Freitas, 
a veteran contributing writ-
er to the HFC and former 
TV producer, said, the Fili-
pino Chronicle “has provid-
ed great insight, analysis, 
thought-provoking and rele-
vant stories important to the 
Filipinos of Hawaii.  The 
Chronicle’s profiles on Filipi-
no leaders, political insights 
and issues are what makes it a 
go-to newspaper for Filipinos 
in the community.  HFC con-
tinues to unite and bring great 
pride to the community.”

Rose Cruz Churma, for-
mer President of the FilCom 
Center, has been providing 
book reviews for the HFC 
and press releases for various 
community organizations 
she is involved with. She 
called the HFC the “voice” 
of the Filipino community in 
Hawaii 

“It provides in-depth ar-
ticles that impact Filipinos 
of Hawaii.  It strives to pres-
ent serious articles that may 
not be as popular as person-
ality profiles or pictorials of 
social events.  I am thankful 
there are choices to those of 
us who still read the news in 
print and value an articulate 
and thoughtful article.

“I like the fact that each 
issue may contain an inter-
esting article worth reading.  
In today’s world where we 
are inundated with informa-
tion in various formats, it is 
refreshing to read articles 
by local writers on a variety 
of topics, most of which are 
unique to Hawaii.”

 On the HFC’s his-
torical impact, Cruz Chur-
ma said, “there is a need 
for newspapers that track 
footprints of our collective 
presence as an ethnic group.  
Years from now, researchers 
will use the HFC’s past is-
sues to tell our story, maybe 
even alter history books to 
show the tremendous contri-
butions of our community.

“The HFC has also con-
tinually provide reviews and 
articles that promote and cel-
ebrate aspects of our history, 
culture and art that encour-
age thoughtful understand-
ing and provide a deeper ap-
preciation for what we are.  
Your editorials are less about 
the editor but more about 
the issues being discussed. 

In essence, the HFC strives 
to follow the basic tenets of 
journalism and has succeed-
ed for the last 25 years.”

Frequent contributor 
to HFC Teresita Bernales, 
Ed.D., said she loves the fea-
ture articles, supplements, 
and stories on people who 
have made significant con-
tributions to the betterment 
of the community.

“The Hawaii Filipino 
Chronicle is a gem and it 
keeps getting better as it 
ages. Keep on upholding the 
values of journalism as be-
ing the 4th State. You serve 
a very important role of be-
ing a watchdog, foremost 
--keeping our officials hon-
est,” said Bernales.

Honolulu City Coun-
cilman Brandon Elefante 
said he’s been reading HFC 
since 2012. He is specifical-
ly thankful to the newspaper 
for sharing stories that high-
light news in the community.  

Another long-time read-
er (over 10 years) of HFC, 
Beth Hoban, said she is 
thankful that the community 
has a newspaper that enables 
Filipinos to read about them-
selves. She and her family 
enjoy reading the interviews. 

President and CEO of a 
healthcare business, Hoban 
enjoys HFC’s stories re-
lated to the kupunas. HFC 
has reported on the Kupuna 
Caregivers Program and oth-
er seniors-related topics for 
years. Coverage on seniors 
have been “insightful to get 
a perspective of an elderly 
person’s vision about aging 
and the impact family has on 
a kupuna,” she said.

Contributing writer Ser-

afin Colmenares, Jr. looks 
forward to HFC for the time-
ly news and features. He also 
enjoys the newspaper’s Phil-
ippine news sections.

Realizing the contin-
ued interest of immigrants’ 
home country, one of HFC’s 
missions has always been to 
cover Philippine news and 
features.

Dr. Flora Medina-Manu-
al, a pediatrician and adver-
tiser, is specifically thankful 
to HFC’s publisher for her 
“excellent job” and “sacri-
fice” for keeping the news-
paper going. 

“HFC has touched ev-
ery aspect of our lives with 
regards to medical advances 
and informative topics on 
immigration , social securi-
ty and social activities,” said 
Dr. Medina-Manual.

HFC co-publisher Dr. 
Sonido also serves as the 
newspaper’s medical edi-
tor who writes informative 
health articles or invites oth-
ers in the medical commu-
nity to submit articles. The 
newspaper’s coverage on the 
charitable work of medical 
organizations like the Phil-
ippine Medical Association 
of Hawaii, Bayanihan Clinic 
Without Walls, and others, 
has been an ongoing theme.

Future
25 years is a milestone 

for HFC. Its relevancy re-
mains today as it did from 
the beginning. But as other 
newspapers, HFC is faced 

with the challenge of secur-
ing a solid niche in the dig-
ital mass market that will 
eventually dictate all print 
media’s ability to survive. 

That do-or-die tipping 
point has not arrived yet; 
that HFC must eventually 
grow big, a lot bigger than 
it is now. What would the 
community’s role be in this 
transition? Will other mul-
tiple investors step in to 
grow it as the giant Chinese 
and Hispanic dailies? Will a 
younger generation of writ-
ers, journalists, political an-
alysts, professionals in vari-
ous fields carry on the torch?

In the next 25 years, 50 
years, can it grow into an 
ethnic media institution? 
Or will it end as a legacy of 
its current owners and core 
staff, and be referred to as a 
great historical archive that 
once “chronicled” the lives 
of Filipinos during one of 
their most dynamic genera-
tions?

Only time will tell. Per-
haps, as it was 25 years ago, 
the Filipino community’s 
needs will shine a light on 
that right path.

For now, in the spirit of 
Thanksgiving season, Mon-
tesines-Sonido said “We are 
very grateful for the many 
blessings we have received 
from above and from our 
supporters, advertisers, fam-
ilies and friends who have 
helped us to continue our 
work to be the voice of the 
Filipino community!”

“There is a need for newspa-
pers that track footprints of 
our collective presence as an 
ethnic group.  Years from now, 
researchers will use the Hawaii 
Filipino Chronicle’s past issues 
to tell our story, maybe even 
alter history books to show the 
tremendous contributions of 
our community.”    

— Rose CRuz ChuRma
former FilCom Center President and 

Community Leader

(from page 5)
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n s a n e ” 
means ex-
hibiting a se-
verely disor-
dered state of 
mind; affect-

ed with mental illness, or un-
able to think in a clear or sensi-
ble way. It is synonymous with 
“crazy” which refers to a per-
son who is not mentally sound, 
that is, marked by thought 
or action that lacks reason. 
https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/crazy. “Stu-
pid” means lacking in power to 
absorb ideas or impressions; it 
implies a slow-witted or dazed 
state of mind that may be ei-
ther congenital or temporary. 
It is synonymous with “dumb” 
which refers to an exasperating 
obtuseness or lack of compre-
hension, like too dumb to fig-

WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel S. Tipon

Insanity Is Curable But Stupidity Is Not 

“I

ure out what’s going on. It is 
also synonymous with “dense” 
which implies a thickhead-
ed imperviousness to ideas. 
https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/stupid. 

Insanity is a disease of the 
mind. It can be treated. Many 
people who have a mental ill-
ness, and are treated, recover 
well. https://www.sane.org/
mental-health-and-illness/
facts.../treatments-for-men-
tal-illness

Stupidity is not actually a 
disease, hence there is no cure. 
But there is an antidote. The 
antidote is: stop and think be-
fore talking or acting. You will 
make better decisions if you 
stop and think. http://www.
teamleadershipculture.com/
blog/can-stupidity-cured/ 

Albert Einstein has been 
credited with saying: “The 
definition of insanity is doing 
the same thing over and over 
again, but expecting different 
results”

If so, you can find an ex-

waii, yet you still petition for 
her to immigrate to the United 
States; (3) hiring a lawyer sim-
ply because her name is among 
the first in the yellow pages 
even though you do not feel 
confident she can defend you 
and it turns out your fears are 
true because she can only do 
an immigration cha cha cha; 
and (4) hiring an immigration 
lawyer just because he is white 
and who will charge you an 
arm and a leg for a routine im-
migration procedure. 

In the criminal law con-
text, “stupid” conduct includes 
(1) being a caregiver and 
pleading guilty to a charge of 
manslaughter because your 
patient died of bedsores, since 
you could have avoided con-
viction because manslaughter 
requires active participation in 
the killing but you were totally 
inactive since you did not even 
touch the patient that is why 
she had bedsores;  (2) pleading 
guilty to theft for having been 
given money to render a ser-

ample of insanity in Hawaii 
where people keep  electing 
inutile yet oppressive Demon-
crats for more than 50 years 
expecting different things to 
happen, such as, that they will 
stop raising taxes and fees, 
that they will stop construct-
ing a driverless rail system that 
people will not want to ride 
because they love their cars, 
that they will fix the roads 
and fill the potholes, that they 
will raise the pay of teachers 
and provide free lunches for 
school children, and that they 
will stop coddling (cuddling) 
the homeless. Many people are 
leaving Hawaii, saying “They 
will never change.” 

Stupidity in the immigra-
tion context includes: (1) tell-
ing a U.S. consular officer that 
you are single even though you 
are married without realizing 
that he has a copy of your mar-
riage certificate; (2) marrying 
a woman abroad who refuses 
to have sex with you saying it 
will be more romantic in Ha-

vice which you did although 
not efficiently, since you could 
have avoided conviction be-
cause theft requires “taking” 
of money or property. 

A lawyer displays stupid-
ity when he tells a client in 
a drug dealing case to plead 
guilty, otherwise if he goes to 
trial and loses he may spend 
20 years in jail and “may” 
be deported, and the client 
follows the lawyer’s advice, 
pleads guilty and is ordered 
deported, since the correct 
advice should have been that 
he “will” be deported because 
drug dealing is an aggravated 
felony for which there is no re-
lief. In this case, we charged a 
lawyer with ineffective assis-
tance of counsel and we won 
in the U.S. Court of Appeals. 

And during this Thanks-
giving holiday, a man was 
shown on television today 
(Tuesday) setting up camp in 
front of a department store to 
wait for the Black Friday sale 

(continue on page 15)
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AS I SEE IT

How did Hawaii’s Filipino Chronicle
Survive the Odds? 

oday is the 25th 
Anniversary is-
sue of the Ha-
waii Filipino 
Chronicle! At 
a time when 

mainstream media are at-
tacked here and there and be-
ing challenged every now and 
then, the Filipino Chronicle 
stands tall and very much in 
circulation up to now. Many 
are wondering why and how 
the paper did it and is still do-
ing it. 

Here’s how!
For a paper to survive 

for a longer period of time, 
especially FilAm newspa-
pers where the papers are 
free, there must be a strong, 
respected, effective, and ef-
ficient marketing arm and a 
very solid, innovative, cre-
ative, and enterprising edito-
rial staff. Without these two 
components, the paper will 
fold in five, seven or at most 
10 years. These two vital 
components combined is the 
asset of the Hawaii Filipino 
Chronicle!

Consider this: When a 
paper has a strong marketing 
arm, but has a weak editorial 

staff, the paper will not last 
long. Conversely, the paper 
may have a strong editorial 
staff but have poor marketing 
arm, it will not work either. 
Of course, when both are ab-
sent, the life span of the paper 
is less than three years. The 
two components must com-
plement each other to survive 
the competition for a longer 
period of time. 

I saw FilAm papers col-
lapse and end their issues in 
my 21 years in the US. When 
I immigrated with my family 
in California in 1997, there 
were about 12 weekly FilAm 
newspapers in the Bay Area. 
In five years, it went down 
to nine and then for another 
year, to seven. I found out, 
as I went through the history 
of the folded papers, the two 
components were not pres-
ent all the way. Now we have 
five papers in circulation. 
The reason? The two com-
ponents I mentioned earlier 
didn’t gel together which led 
to their downfall one by one. 
I know, this is similar to the 
fate of FilAm papers in Ha-
waii because this is a univer-
sal cause of downfall for free 
weekly papers in the area they 
operate. They will either sell 
it to another entity or family 
or just fold altogether because 

they can no longer subsidize 
the paper and can no longer 
meet the production cost on a 
weekly basis. An owner-pub-
lisher of this nature, unlike 
big corporations, can no lon-
ger afford to subsidize the ex-
penses.

Hawaii Filipino Chron-
icle’s owner-publishers are 
respected, well-entrenched 
businessmen and profession-
als in the area. They have 
strong connections and stable 
financial base to keep the pa-
per going. Marketing-wise, 
it’s working well because the 
owners are spearheading the 
drive to enlist more partners 
to finance the paper to sup-
plement their financial base.

In addition, the editorial 
staff is very capable of put-
ting up the paper on time. It is 
composed of well-respected, 
experienced, and able writ-
ers, columnists, and produc-
tion staff. The editorial team 
is composed of people with 
diverse talents, various skills, 
and capabilities that’s keep-
ing the paper’s existence and 
maintaining the connection 
between the paper and the 
population they serve. The 
relationship is fulfilling their 
role as partners in bridging 
the gap between the commu-
nity and the paper towards a 
well-informed and updated 
community. 

Members of the editori-
al staff have passion to write 
and have the ability to meet 
deadlines. Unmindful of fi-
nancial benefits, they contin-
ue to serve and maintain their 
commitment to journalism as 
a tool for community service. 
They are either schooled in 
journalism or have acquired 
long experience in the field or 
both, which kept them contin-
ue their accountability for the 
paper and for the community. 

Honestly, I have to admit 
that I didn’t go to a journal-
ism school but instead… I 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Hard Knocks. My stu-
dents in journalism classes 
asked me: “Sir, where’s the 
University of Hard Knocks? 
I haven’t heard about it and 

By Elpidio R. Estioko

T

I don’t know where to find 
it…” they say. Well, I learned 
it the hard way, I told them. 
That’s where the university 
is: in the field, in the work-
place. Also in my creative 
and investigative reporting 
classes, I told them to be in-
novative and creative and 
must know how to read be-
tween the lines, both verbally 
and in writing. But… there 
was a student who told me: 
“But sir, there are no words 
between the lines!” Are there 
really words in between? I 
think so, but you really need 
to scrutinize and examine the 
lines and words to be able to 
get them. 

When I graduated from 
college, I landed working for 
a daily English newspaper 
as a regular field reporter. I 
learned to cover my beats the 
hard way by learning to con-
duct interviews, and writing 
my daily stories beating the 
daily deadline. First, I was 
assigned to the police beat, 
the training ground for new 
reporters, and then to var-
ious beats. The students in 
my journalism classes were 
lucky because I taught them 
both theory and practice in 
the field of journalism. 

As I covered my beat, 
I was hired as a special lec-
turer at the Institute of Mass 
Communications (IMC), 
University of the Philippines 
in Diliman (UP-Diliman). 
Then, I put up the Bachelor 
of Science in Public Rela-
tions (BSPR) at Arellano 
University as a department 
chair and after five years, I 
taught at the College of Lan-
guages and Mass Communi-
cations (CLMC) with a rank 
of Assistant Professor 1V, 
Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines (PUP). Simulta-
neously, I was hired as the 
Director for Public Affairs 
of the University. While in 
these teaching and staff po-
sitions, I was elected as Di-
rector of the Public Relations 
Society of the Philippines 
(PRSP) and became an active 
member of the National Press 
Club (NPC). 

When my students who 
graduated from journalism 
joined me in the police beat, 

I asked my editor to move 
me to another beat. So, I was 
transferred to the Justice beat 
for two years before I was 
moved to the Foreign Affairs 
beat until in 1997 when I im-
migrated to the US. 

My fellow writers, colum-
nists, and reporters in Hawaii 
Filipino Chronicle have sim-
ilar practice and educational 
attainment… surely, which 
qualified them to be members 
of the editorial staff of the pa-
per. By the way, I earned my 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from UP-Diliman and 
my master’s degree in Mass 
Communications (M.A. – 
Mass Communications) from 
the PUP Graduate School. I 
was 4th year in the College 
of Law at Manuel L. Quezon 
University (MLQU) when 
martial law was declared, but 
I didn’t continue my law de-
gree after that. I retired from 
the De Anza College, Cuper-
tino, California after 10 years 
of teaching, taught at San Jose 
State University (SJSU) and 
a five year stint with Axia 
College, University of Phoe-
nix teaching communications 
subjects. 

I know, I have been 
boosting my experience but 
it is just logical for my read-
ers to know my journalism 
experience that qualified 
me to work for Hawaii Fil-
ipino Chronicle. I am the 
co-publisher editor for TGU 
Urdaneta Voice and PB-
USA Palaris, organization’s 
quarterly publications, both 
non-profit organizations 
based in Southern California. 
I’m also a member of the Me-
dia Advisory Council (MAC) 
of PB-USA. 

Congratulations to the 
Hawaii Filipino Chronicle for 
25 years of excellent report-
ing, insightful editorials, and 
valuable news. It has been a 
voice for not only Hawaii’s 
Filipino community, but Fil-
ipinos on the U.S. mainland, 
the Philippines, and global-
ly. Your tens of thousands of 
readers look forward to many 
more years to come.

(For feedbacks, comments… 
please email the author @ estio-
koelpidio@gmail.com).
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ALL IDEAS CONSIDERED

By Felino Tubera

acts of the Mat-
ter: The Hawaii 
Filipino Chron-
icle just turned   
25! Established 
on July 1, 1993, 

its first copy came out on Oc-
tober 1, 1993, and published 
initially on a semi-monthly 
basis ... “created in response 
to the growing need to reach 
out to the Filipino commu-
nity, to inform and educate 
and provide the vehicle with 
which our community can 
grow and prosper.”

In other words: The HFC 
is celebrating a milestone 
record of over two decades 
of -- chronicling communi-
ty calendar events, headline 
news and human interest cov-
er stories, vignettes of art and 
leisure, history and culture, 
photo and personality pro-
files, armchair travelogues, 
business and legal notes, im-
migration, government and 
politics, health and medical 
breakthroughs, and updates 
on science and technology. 
Over for the past 25 years, 
the HFC has been delivering 
for consumption: the power 
of words! With sections in 
English? Yes! In Pilipino? 
Yes! In Ilokano? Yes!

In Filipino English? A 
stranger asked. Oh, come on, 
if you call it that, bless your 
soul. This is not a trick ques-
tion for a prize puzzle. But 
for curious cranium busters: 
Filipino English, is indeed, 
Filipino! Hawaiian born? 
That, too. These things you 
call facts of the matter, make 
the HFC a demographic fit 
culturally where the Filipino 
imagination, if not his soul, 
ever roams.

And on top of this: the 
HFC continues to present to 
the public, its   own timely, 
thought- provoking editori-
als and news stories on local 
and mainstream issues and 
subjects that have a direct or 
indirect impact on our lives, 
not just for the Filipino as the 

target audience, but for ev-
eryone else. Of course, out of 
obligation and  necessity, the 
HFC is definitely standing, if 
not leaning, with a flavorful 
slant toward our Filipino- 
American-ness as a commu-
nity. Where do we come in? 
And how?

Gentlemen, friends and 
ladies, hello! What if there 
were no HFC?

Imagine: without t h e 
HFC, in the past 25 years, we 
could have been less aware 
of ourselves as a community, 
less responsive to the calls of 
progress. We could have been 
bereft of the luxury of build-
ing relationships: meaningful 
ones, like bonding with one 
another with our freedom 
of talking sense about what 
matter most in our lives ... 
with the HFC as a happy me-
dium -- of action, interaction, 
reaction -- to the events of 
the times. Imagine: us lack-
ing some important tools and 
weapons for our day-to-day 
needs of protecting and safe- 
guarding ourselves from ig-
norance and our vulnerability 
to the unknown. Without the 
HFC as a sidewalk presence, 
we could have been short- 
changed of opportunities we 
didn’t know about ... with-
out the information and leads 
that the HFC provided to us 
-- free. Thanks to the support 
of our readership and our 
benefactors who have whole-
heartedly foot the bill for the 
Chronicle. Our events spon-
sors. Our advertisers. And to 
the pool of talent: our writers, 
reporters, staff and manage-
ment. Without which...

Nary a whisper about us, 
as an ethnic group could have 
been heard ... our individual 
and collective voice could 
have been barely audible, a 
faceless entity in a sea of hu-
manity.

The sweet fact is: The 
HFC came to light 25 years 
ago. Now it is that effec-
tive mouthpiece we use: our 
mega- phone that articulates 
and amplifies our vocal pitch 
in the wavelength of cultural 

dependence and interdepen-
dence in this global kaleido-
scope of relationships. The 
HFC has been, and still is, 
one of the defining-redeem-
ing tolls of communicating 
its mission and purpose, help-
ing, guiding us to reach places 
and heights we haven’t been 
to before. And we are richer 
and stronger with it: on tierra 
firma, or in cyberspace, over 
the moon or under the sun, 
building dreams among the 
stars, roaming the milky way 
or the galaxies: anything pos-
sible because of man’s gift of 
freedom to imagine! Because 
we can hear our voice, others 
can listen, too, and we can all 
feel happy about it.

Just the thought itself: 
on a timeline journey of pur-
pose, reaching the 25-year 
milestone... is awesomely 
rewarding!  An achievement 
unsurpassed for a small pa-
per that could be! The HFC 
with twenty-five exclama-
tions points of existence and 
gainful experience, we cel-

ebrate! And 
give thanks!

Steadfast 
and long in en-
thusiasm and 
determination, 
even with lim-
ited resources 
(a shoestring 
budget) -- 
think of what 
the HFC does 
and what we 
get, pro bono, 
p r a c t i c a l l y : 
Yes, we can pick up a gift-
bag of “Yeses.”

Yes, it gathers and pres-
ents newsworthy subjects 
and topics, with its “trained 
nose” for “scents.”

Yes, it has a credo on 
Truth, Integrity and Princi-
ple. In reporting and publish-
ing.

Yes, it has a “knows-it- 
edge’ to educate and enter-
tain and amuse.

Yes, it welcomes your 
ideas, opinions and com-
ments. It thrives on openness 

and fairness. And, Yes, if the 
HFC does not come to you, it 
is very accessible. In Regular 
or News Editions with Sup-
plements from time to time.  
Pick up a free copy at con-
venient newsstands, at select 
offices and stores, and on the 
Internet. Thank goodness, 
God knows its open lines 
of communication, and, of 
course, its home address.

Chronicle! Chronicle! 
Catch the action: Happy 
Chronicling! And Happy 
25th Anniversary!

F

HFC at 25 – Staying Alive 
and Surviving in Paradise

The very first: Hawaii Filipino Chronicle’s 
October 1, 1993 issue
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HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Getting a Driver License or State ID Can Be Quick and 
Convenient

Council Adopts Bill That Would Not Raise Property Taxes 
for the Rail Project

It’s the end of the notorious 
long wait in line for your 
license renewal. 
Oahu residents are now of-

fered the convenience of mak-
ing an advance appointment to 
renew a driver license or state 
identification card and be done 
in under 30 minutes.

Appointments times are 
the latest customer-service of-
fer to access basic government 
services more efficiently. Since 
introducing the new system in 
April of this year, it has been 
a game changer for those who 
use it, providing a quick and 
convenient way to do business.

We’ve housed all the re-
lated tools you’ll need for suc-
cess on one easy site: license.
honolulu.gov where you can:

Access our interactive 
document guide and be com-
fortable that you have all the 
necessary documents in hand. 
• Make an appointment up 

to three months in advance 
at nine different locations 
across the island. 

• Find locations and hours. 
It may be helpful to know 
that our five driver licens-
ing centers process only 
licenses and state IDs, so 
they have the capacity to 
handle more volume per 
day. Our Satellite City 
Halls manage a variety of 
city services, from vehicle 
registration and handicap 
placards, to dog licensing, 
bill payments and moped 
and bicycle registrations. 
Satellites manage a small-
er percentage of license 
and ID renewals.

• Access application forms 
and fill them out ahead of 
time for faster processing.

• Cancel your unneeded ap-
pointment using the con-
firmation code provided 
when scheduling. You will 
help the next person need-
ing an appointment.

When making an appoint-
ment on line or via your smart-
phone, you will be asked to 
enter a phone number. The last 
four digits of that number will 
be your ticket number on site. 
If it is text-capable, you will re-
ceive a text confirmation with 
a unique code. Save this. That 
text offers a quick one-click 
cancellation option at the bot-
tom. Or print out the confirma-
tion code online and save that. 

Other helpful tips:
• Bring a recent vision cer-

tificate from your eye doc-
tor and avoid the onsite 
eye test.

• Know that temporary paper 
cards are not acceptable as 
identification at U.S. air-
port security checkpoints. 
As it may take up to six 
weeks to receive your per-
manent card in the mail, 
plan your renewal around 
your trips. If you have not 
received your card by then, 
leave your name and con-
tact at 768-9128 and we’ll 
check on the status of your 
envelope. For security rea-
sons, licenses and IDs can-
not be mailed to business 
addresses and they cannot 
be forwarded to an alter-
nate address. If you did not 
provide your primary resi-
dential address, as recog-
nized by the US post office, 

the card will be returned to 
us as undeliverable. You 
will need to make another 
visit bringing two new doc-
uments showing your valid 
address and pay $6 for the 
address to be updated and 
the card replaced.

• A license or ID can be 
renewed six months in 
advance (still retaining 
your birthday expiration) 
so people are encouraged 
to schedule well ahead of 
time so the new card is 
receive before the old one 
expires. We all need less 
stress in our lives. Re-
member, state law does not 
allow you to drive with an 
expired license.

SHERI KAJIWARA is the director 
of the City and County of Honolulu 
Department of Customer Services.

Councilmember Bran-
don Elefante an-
nounced the Honolulu 

City Council adopted Bill 42, 
CD-2, by a vote of 7-2. 

“The good news is that 
passing this legislation today 
does not raise anyone’s real 
property taxes.  The other 

good news is that by passing 
this legislation, the City is in 
compliance with our partners, 
the State Legislature, and the 
Federal Transit Administra-
tion,” said Elefante.

He said he voted for the 
legislation because the bill 
does not increase anyone’s 

Real Property Tax and that Act 
1 now requires that the City 
provides administrative costs 
directly from the City’s bud-
get.

The Federal Transit Ad-
ministration gave the City a 
deadline of November 20, 
2018, to pass legislation to 
provide $44 million for admin-

istrative costs in the last two 
fiscal years; 

This bill caps the total of 
City funds for the life of the 
construction project so that 
the City pays the minimum of 
what is required by Act 1

“The project is in the 
home stretch and the fund-
ing rules have been changed 

by the State Legislature. The 
responsible thing to do is to 
pass this legislation, preserve 
our partnerships with the State 
and Federal governments, and 
finish the project. The conse-
quence of not adopting this 
bill is that the FTA will stop 
funding the rail project,” said 
Elefante.

Hawaii Unemployment 
at Low 2.3 Percent
The Hawaii State De-

partment of Labor & 
Industrial Relations 

(DLIR) announced that the 
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate for October was 2.3 
percent compared to 2.2 per-

cent in September. Statewide, 
670,400 were employed and 
15,750 unemployed in Octo-
ber for a total seasonally ad-
justed labor force of 686,100. 
Nationally, the seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate 

was 3.7 percent in October, the 
same as in September. 

  Initial claims increased 
by 207 or 16.2 percent, while 
weeks claims decreased by 
877 or -11.6 percent for unem-
ployment benefits compared to 
one year ago.  Over-the-month 
initial claims rose by 12.5 
percent and weeks claims de-
creased by 3.0 percent in Oc-
tober 2018.  

Hawaii’s Economy 
Expected to Finish 
Strong Despite Natural 
Disasters
Hawaii’s natural disas-

ters and sagging con-
struction have taken a 

bite out of economic growth, 
according to the Economic Re-
search Organization at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii’s (UHERO) 
latest state forecast update.

The volcanic activity on 
the Big Island and flooding on 
Kauai and Oahu that received 
national attention have dealt a 
setback to tourism. Jobs have 
been cutback in the construc-
tion sector which reached a 
peak in 2016. 

UHERO’s analysis says, 
however, fundamentals to the 
local economy look favorable 

and even with recent job 
weakness, Hawaii continues 
posting its lowest unemploy-
ment; and tourism is expect-
ed to finish the year strong.

Statewide visitor arriv-
als will advance by more 
than 6% for this year as a 
whole. Statewide occupancy 
rates will remain near 83% 
throughout the forecast.

By Sheri Kajiwara
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A  Filipino-American 
high schooler in Car-
son, California was 

recently recognized for earning 
a top score on the ACT college 
entrance exam.

Gerrick T. Cardenas, a se-
nior at Bishop Montgomery 
High School, earned the high-
est possible ACT composite 
score of 36. 

On average, only around 
one-tenth of 1 percent of stu-
dents who take the ACT earn 
a top score. In the U.S. high 
school graduating class of 
2017, only 2,760 out of more 
than 2 million graduates who 
took the ACT earned a compos-
ite score of 36. 

The ACT consists of tests 
in English, mathematics, read-
ing and science, each scored 
on a scale of 1–36. A student’s 
composite score is the aver-
age of the four test scores. The 
score for ACT’s optional writ-
ing test is reported separately 
and is not included within the 
ACT composite score.

The ACT is a curricu-
lum-based achievement exam 
that measures what students 

have learned in school. Stu-
dents who earn a 36 compos-
ite score have likely mastered 
all of the skills and knowledge 
they will need to succeed in 
first-year college courses in the 
core subject areas.

ACT scores are accepted 
by all major four-year colleges 
and universities across the U.S.

On November 7, the City 

Fil-Am Recognized for Perfect ACT Score
Council of Carson highlighted 
Cardenas for his feat during its 
meeting. Joined by his parents 
Gerrick Cardenas and Sha-
ron Tatel, Cardenas received 
a plaque from Mayor Albert 
Robles, Mayor Pro Tempo-
re Jawane Hilton, and coun-
cilmembers Elito Santarina, 
Lula Davis-Holmes, and Cedric 
L. Hicks, Sr. (www.asianjournal.com)
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Fil-Am Chef Introduces Menu Inspired 
by Travels, Global Cultures at Montage 
Beverly Hills 

IT’S no secret that Fil-
ipino-American chefs 
have made their marks on 

restaurants across Southern 
California. 

The latest discovery (for 
me) is The Restaurant at the 
Montage Beverly Hills, where 
Fil-Am Monica Olaes has been 
chef de cuisine since the sum-
mer. 

As an avid traveler, it may 
be easy to gloss over a hotel 
restaurant in favor of more lo-
cals spots — especially in my 
own hometown — but The 
Restaurant can arguably be-
come a frequent dining haunt. 

The Restaurant offers in-
door and outdoor seating, ex-
uding a sophisticated, yet un-
pretentious ambiance that is 
refreshing in a city like Bever-
ly Hills. In having a meal there, 
it’s a momentary pause, almost 
like transporting you elsewhere 
on a European vacation. 

Now onto the food, Olaes 
has crafted an modern Ameri-
can menu with global influences 
from Italian to Japanese. 

An immigrant from the 
Philippines, Olaes went on to 
attend California School of Cu-
linary Arts in Pasadena and has 
experience in LA kitchens, such 
as Cooks County, Fig & Olive, 
and Georgie, which occupied 
the space at the Montage before 
The Restaurant.

Olaes told the Asian Jour-
nal that, “During the creation 
of this menu, I aim to highlight 
seasonal ingredients in modern 
American cuisine.  My hope is 
to bring our guests on an ad-
venturous journey while dining 
in our restaurant.  I often find 
inspiration through my travels 
and while interacting with peo-
ple of different cultures.”

A few items on the menu 
have also been inspired by trips 
Olaes has taken like hiking deep 
in Arches National Park, Utah 
that introduced her to “prickly 
pear,” which is used in the kam-

pachi crudo dish. Or a recent 
trip to the Philippines where 
her mother made ube halaya 
using the root vegetable found 
in their family farm. As ube has 
made its way to the palates of 
non-Filipinos, it has a place on 
the menu as well in the purple 
sweet potato gnocchi dish. 

During a recent meal at 
The Restaurant, our table in-
dulged in several dishes con-
sidered highlights of the menu. 
For starters, the spicy lobster 
on crispy rice (lobster, smoked 
trout roe, harissa aioli) and 
deviled eggs (free range eggs, 
tuna, capers, calabrian chiles, 
smoked paprika, puffed ama-
ranth) are musts. 

The meal then followed 
with ricotta dumplings (spin-
ach, lemon, shaved parmesan) 
and spaghetti arrabbiata, which 
delivered a kick of spice to it. 
Ribeye may be typically found 
on menus across the city, but 
when it’s cut, seasoned and 
cooked well, it’s something to 
write home about. Here, the 

meats come with a choice of 
three sauces, from chimichurri 
to red wine jus, and would pair 
well with a side, like the three 
cheese mac & cheese (fontina, 
gruyere, parmesan, leeks, pan-
ko crust).

While everything listed 
above was exquisite, there was 
one sharable dish that I contin-
ue to remember — the frybread 
topped with proscuitto, juniper 
taragon goddess and serrano 
chilis. Upon first glance, the pre-
sentation of the frybread dish is 
almost too beautiful to cut apart. 
It’s a mix of textures and tastes, 
from spice from the chilis to the 
honey drizzle.

In the creation of this, 

Olaes explained, “One of our 
new dishes, Fry Bread, was de-
rived from a backpacking trip 
to the Supai Native American 
Indian reservation at Hava-
supai, Grand Canyon, Arizona 
which I took with my ‘tropa’ 
Filipino hiking group.” 

After the meal, you can lin-
ger at the The Bar at the Mon-
tage Beverly Hills — where 
there is a standard cocktail list 
and desserts, like the Campfire 
Tradition (Remy Martin XO, 
White & Dark Chocolate Li-
quor, Graham Crackers, Egg 
White, Marshmallow Low 
Roasted Tableside, Gourmet 
True S’mores). There’s also 
£10, a lounge on the second 
floor if you are into whisky. 

Helming the restaurant of 
a Beverly Hills hotel is some-
thing to take pride in and Olaes 
hopes that it will inspire those 
looking to break it into the cu-
linary industry as well. 

“As a Filipina chef, I hope 
to show young aspiring chefs, 
of any background, that as long 
as you believe in your dreams 
and work hard to achieve them, 
the American dream does ex-
ist,” Olaes said. (www.asianjour-
nal.com)

By Christina M. Oriel

Monica Olaes, the chef de cuisine 
of The Restaurant at Montage 
Beverly Hills. Photo by Wonho Frank Lee
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so he can save $50 on a tele-
vision set, instead of working 
at a fast food restaurant for 4 
hours at $15 an hour and earn 
$60.

“Stupid is Forever” and 
“Stupid is Forever More” are 
two books by the late Senator 
Miriam Defensor Santiago that 
are must reads for those wish-
ing to know more about stupid-
ity. Her punch line is: There’s 
not just one stupid thing. There 
are millions of stupid things 
I’ve heard in the Senate.”

Be very careful before call-
ing a person “stupid”. The late 
Manila Mayor Arsenio Lacson 
was once charged with libel for 
allegedly calling Judge Agus-

Please send us examples 
of insanity and stupidity and 
we will publish the best and 
give you credit. 

ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws 
degree from Yale Law School and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines. He special-
izes in immigration law and criminal 
defense. Office: 900 Fort Street, Suite 
1110, Honolulu, HI 96813. Tel. (808) 
225-2645. E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.
com. Websites: www.MilitaryandCrim-
inalLaw.com. He is from Laoag City 
and Magsingal, Ilocos Sur. He served 
as an Immigration Officer. He is co-au-
thor of “Immigration Law Service, 1st 
ed.,” an 8-volume practice guide for 
immigration officers and lawyers. This 
article is a general overview of the sub-
ject matter discussed and is not intend-
ed as legal advice.

tin P. Montesa “stupid” (others 
claim Lacson simply called the 
Judge “incompetent”). Lacson 
laughed and said: I did not call 
Judge Montesa stupid. I simply 
called his decision “stupid”. 
Intelligent people sometimes 
do “stupid” things. President 
Elpidio Quirino suspended 
him from office. He chal-
lenged his suspension and won 
in the Supreme Court which 
held his suspension illegal. 
But he spent time and money 
defending himself. The mor-
al of this story:  Do not call a 
person “stupid”. Whether you 
want to do a Lacson and call 
the other person’s decision or 
conduct “stupid” is up to you. 

(WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?: INSANITY ....from page 7)

Filipinos Still Trust US the Most, Distrust China — Poll’
MANILA, Philippines 

— Despite the Dute-
rte administration’s 

efforts to move closer to China, 
Filipinos still trust long-time 
ally United States the most, 
according to the latest Social 
Weather Stations survey.

The poll showed that among 
five specific countries tested for 
public trust in September, the 
US scored a “very good” rating, 
“moderate” for Japan, Malaysia 
and Israel, while China obtained 
a “poor” score.

The US obtained a net trust 
rating of +59, which is six points 
lower than its +65 score in June. 
Washington has always scored 
a positive trust rating since the 
first survey in December 1994, 
the poll firm said.

Japan obtained a net trust 
rating of +28 while Malaysia 
and Israel registered +15 and 
+13, respectively.

China, meanwhile, posted a 
net trust score of -16 in Septem-
ber, an improvement from its 
-35 rating in June.

The survey also showed 
that distrust was higher among 
those who were aware of West 

Philippine Sea issues before the 
survey was conducted.

Net trust rating was a poor 
-22 among those aware that Chi-
nese coast guard personnel have 
been taking away the catch of 
Filipino fishermen in the West 
Philippine Sea.

“Distrust in China was 
higher among those who al-
ready knew that the Philippines 
is unable to prevent Chinese 
fishermen from fishing in the 
West Philippine Sea before the 
survey, compared to the neutral 
-3 among those who just learned 
about it,” SWS said.

Distrust was also higher 
among those aware that Beijing 
has transformed Manila-claimed 
features in the Spratly Islands 
into military outposts.

SWS considers net trust rat-
ings of +70 and above as “excel-
lent,” +50 to +69 “very good,” 
+30 to +49 “good,” +10 to +19 
“moderate,” +9 to -9 “neutral,” 
-10 to -29 “poor,” -30 to -49 
“bad,” -50 to -69 “very bad,” 
and -70 and below “execrable.”

The survey was conducted 
from September 15 to 23 using 
face-to-face interviews among 

1,500 adults nationwide with 
sampling error margins of ±3 
percent for national percentages.

“The Social Weather Survey 
items on people’s opinion about 
the West Philippine Sea con-
flict were non-commissioned. 
They were included on SWS’s 
own initiative and released as a 
public service,” the survey firm 
said. (www.philstar.com)

In this file photo taken 
on November 9, 2017, 
US President Donald 
Trump (L) shakes hand 
with China’s President 
Xi Jinping in Beijing. US 
President Donald Trump 
and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping will discuss 
trade on the sidelines of 
a Group of 20 summit in 
Argentina this month, a 
senior US official said 
November 13, 2018.
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Imelda Cites Poor Health for  Absence at Graft Case 
Promulgation

MANILA, Philip-
pines (Updated 
6:42 p.m.) — Rep. 

Imelda Marcos (Ilocos Norte), 
former first lady, said she 
missed the promulgation of 
her conviction for graft last 
week because of her health.

In a motion filed before the 
Sandiganbayan, the camp of 
the graft convict claimed she 
was “suffering from multiple 
organ infirmities.”

Marcos also claimed to 
be “under strict orders from 
her physician to refrain from 
stressful conditions that will 
put her at risk for heart and 
brain attack and recurrence of 
seizure.”

“The failure to appear was 
neither intentional nor meant 
to disrespect this Honorable 
Court but was solely because 
she was indisposed,” he camp 
said. 

Her lawyer Robert Sing-
son did not attend the promul-

gation either. The camp of the 
former first lady said her legal 
counsel was confined due to 
high blood pressure.

“Considering that the ab-
sence of the accused was due 
to a justifiable reason, she re-
spectfully prays of this Honor-
able Court that her standing be 
restored and that she be given 
leave to avail of the remedies 
provided under the Rules of 
Criminal Procedure against 
her judgment of conviction,” 
her camp said. 

Despite her supposed in-
firmities, the widow of ousted 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos was 
seen attending the birthday 
party of her daughter Ilocos 
Norte Gov. Imee Marcos in 
San Juan hours after her con-
viction last Friday.

The anti-graft court found 
Marcos guilty on seven counts 
of graft over the creation of 
several foundations in Swit-
zerland during the administra-
tion of her husband.

The Sandiganbayan has 

yet to issue a warrant for her 
arrest.

‘Seasoned liar’
But the former first lady 

received no sympathy from 
critics. 

“The former first lady 
seems to have forgotten that 
on this same Friday, she had 
the energy to go to party, smile 
for the cameras and socialize. 
This is not a picture of an aged 
woman who is ‘indisposed’ or 
‘suffering multiple organ infir-
mities’,” senatorial candidate 

Neri Colmenares, who was 
arrested and tortured during 
martial law, said.

Campaign Against the Re-
turn of the Marcos and Martial 
Law, a group that describes 
itself as being “composed of 
martial law victims, civil lib-
ertarians, peace and freedom 
advocates and militant groups” 
called Marcos as “seasoned 
liar.”

“This is indicative that 
Imelda Marcos is not only a 
convicted criminal, but also 
a seasoned liar, conveniently 

using her old age and health as 
excuses to exempt herself from 
the law,” CARMMA said. 

“The series of events in-
volving the conviction of 
Imelda Marcos and the delays 
on her arrest are indicative 
of a climate of impunity that 
is complicit to the crimes of 
criminal masterminds in the 
government.” CARMMA also 
said.

The group had previously 
said the “the delay of the issu-
ance of an arrest order against 
Marcos is dilly-dallying justice 
that should have been served 
quickly and decisively.”

The Philippine National 
Police has said that it will ar-
rest Marcos once a warrant is 
issued, but has also said it will 
take into account the former 
first lady’s health and her ad-
vanced age.

But CARMMA has point-
ed out that “if this was about 
age and gender, hundred of 
political prisoners and poor in-
mates would be given the same 
humanitarian consideration.” 
(www.philstar.com)

By Gaea Katreena Cabico
Friday, Nov. 16, 2018

Ilocos Norte governor Imee Marcos with her mother congresswom-
an Imelda Romualdez Marcos.
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A N I L A , 
P h i l i p -
p i n e s —
Nangingid-
am in Bicol, 
magli’i in 

Kapampangan; in Pangan-
sinan, man-nginginew, in 
Masbateño, nagalihi; in Ilo-
cano, it’s ag-in-inaw – al-
most every ethno-linguistic 
group in the country has this 
concept in their lexicon.

All in all, paglilihi is a 
cultural concept about preg-
nancy that has endured for 
a very long time. In Vocab-
ulario Tagalog-Castellano 
published in 1887, paglilihi 
translated to la concepción 
or conception.

Common understand-
ing of paglilihi manifests in 
many ways: nausea or morn-
ing sickness, taking an inex-
plicable liking to someone 
or something, and devel-
oping extreme cravings for 
certain types of food—espe-
cially those that are hard to 
find or in unusual combina-
tions with other food. In the 
most common cases, it is 
“food that is usually sour or 
atypical, food that is not in 
its original taste and flavor, 
say green mango dipped in 

peanut butter,” says nutri-
tionist Jo Ann Salamat, in 
an exclusive interview with 
Philstar.com.

Paglilihi, moreover, 
supposedly influenced phys-
ical attributes of the unborn 
baby, as well as influence its 
personality growing up.

The truth, however, is 
more complicated. “Here in 
the Philippines, it is more of 
cultural,” Salamat says. “To 
be more specific, science 
describes it either biological 
or psychological although 
lihi is more attributed to 
hormonal changes (biologi-
cal).”

The lihi process usu-
ally occurs during the first 
trimester of the pregnancy, 
the most crucial stage for 
the developing baby. Asked 
whether it’s nutrient defi-
ciency that is the culprit for 
the unusual food cravings, 
Salamat says it isn’t neces-
sarily the case. She adds that 
there is no one-to-one corre-
spondence when it comes to 
food cravings.

“For example, green 
mango dipped in peanut 
butter may be craved by one 
pregnant woman, and be 
completely rejected by an-

other. There’s no exact sci-
ence for this yet,” Salamat 
says.

As far as believing that 
babies can obtain certain 
traits through paglilihi, ge-
netics provides a far more 
reasonable basis—that it is 
genes and not food cravings 
that dictate what traits are 
inherited from either bio-
logical parents.

Paglilihi remains a con-
troversial issue. Whether 
they choose to satisfy their 
cravings or not, pregnant 
mommies should primari-
ly concern themselves with 
getting healthy and eating 
right since these are what 

The Truth About ‘Paglilihi’
—An Expert Explains

immediately impact the 
baby in the womb.

“As soon as the woman 
discovers that she is preg-
nant, she should see a doctor 
right away and attend to her 
health and nutrition needs. 
Health-wise, she should 
avoid the following:  going 
to crowded places, eating 
raw fish, taking medicines 
(unless with the go signal of 
a doctor), smoking, drink-
ing alcohol, etc. And when 
it comes to nutrition, al-
most every nutrient counts 
in pregnancy. However, the 
most important ones are: 
protein, calcium, folic acid 
or folate, iron, iodine, vita-

min C and zinc,” Salamat 
explains.

These nutrients can 
come from different food 
sources, but Salamat rec-
ommends an extra boost by 
taking supplements since 
pregnant mothers require 
nutrients at a higher level. 
She suggests taking mater-
nal milk as a form of nutri-
ent supplementation since 
nutrients in this form are 
better metabolized and ab-
sorbed by the body, com-
pared to tablet forms.

This is where Anmum 
Materna comes in. Anmum 
is the No. # 1 maternal milk 
in the Philippines because it 
provides essential pregnan-
cy nutrients.  It’s the only 
maternal milk brand that has 
Mind Q plus (a combination 
of DHA, Neulipid-Ga and 
SA that help in the baby’s 
brain development).

It is safest supplement 
for the mother’s and baby’s 
health and it would be best 
taken throughout pregnan-
cy   and not just in the first 
trimester, in terms of pagli-
lihi. What’s better is that 
Anmum has flavors that is 
fit for different cravings: 
Plain, Chocolate and Mocha 
Latte (without the added 
caffeine). (www.philstar.com)

By Gerald Dizon 

M

Filipino Arts & Cinema International 
Honors TFC and Presents
Cinematografo Filmfest

The Filipino Arts & Cin-
ema International (FA-
CINE) and its director, 

Mauro Feria Tumbocon, Jr, 
honored TFC for their support 
of Filipino cinema. 

Cinematografo Festival & 
Exhibitions Director Miguel 
Sevilla received the certifi-
cate on behalf of TFC. Other 
honorees are the Philippine 
American Writers and Artists, 
Inc. (PAWA) and inquirer.net. 

TFC supports and shares 
FACINE’s mission of em-
powering emerging artists to 
create films that speak about 
Filipino communities global-
ly and promoting cinema as 

a social document of Filipino 
culture and heritage, and as 
medium of artistic expression.

Cinematografo
FACINE held its second 

Cinematografo International 
Film Festival from November 
8-11, 2018 at the AMC Kabu-
ki 8 in Japantown in San Fran-
cisco.

The festival’s theme 
this year is “Breaking Down 
Walls,” which refers to break-
ing through barriers in film and 
story whether in terms of sub-
ject matter, representation and 
cultural limitations.

Cinematografo’s opening 

film on November 8th is Sig-
nal Rock from the Philippines, 
from renowned Filipino auteur 
Chito Roño. This official Filipi-
no submission for Best Foreign 
Language Film at the upcoming 
Academy Awards® tells the sto-
ry of Intoy (Christian Bables) 
who is left to care for his parents 
when his sister moved out to 
work overseas. The only way he 
could contact his sister and the 
outside world is by taking his 
cellular phone and going up the 
strange rock formation known 
as “signal rock”. 

The closing film is A Land 
Imagined from Singapore’s 
Siew Hua Yeo, winner of the 
top prize in this year’s Locarno 
International Film Festival. This 
gripping thriller shows the dark 
side of the city-state of seedy un-
derground of the working class.
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CANDID PERSPECTIVE

By Emil Guillermo

n the day after 
one of the big-
gest turnouts 
ever for a U.S. 
midterm elec-
tion, the pres-
ident of the 

United States won’t let reality 
spoil his view of life through 
Trump-colored glasses.

He saw the 2018 mid-
terms as a “tremendous suc-
cess,” according to a tweet.

That’s where he was suc-
cinct.

But then he gave a news 
conference to let people know 
in person how he really feels. 

Trump boldly stated,  “I 
think people like me. I think 
the people like the job, I’m 
doing frankly.” 

That’s even though exit 
polls showed these mid-term 
elections were  really a ref-
erendum on Trump himself 
and his reckless style of blunt 
governing. Whatever attracted 
voters in 2016 was rejected by 
voters in states like Pennsylva-
nia, Michigan and Wisconsin 
which gave Trump his mar-
gin of victory in 2016. Those 
voters led an anti-Trump 
switch back to the Democrats 
throughout the nation. 

Here’s how a normal ob-
jective person would see the 
mid-term elections of Tues-
day night: 

In a resounding rebuke of 
anti-immigrant, hot rhetoric, 
a record number of voters re-
turned the Democrats to pow-
er in the House of Represen-
tatives, flipping the required 
23 Republican held seats, and 
adding perhaps as many as a 
dozen more as post-election 
counting continued.

It also saw that the anti-di-
versity tone of the president is 
a losing one. The first Muslim 
women, the first Native Amer-
ican women all won seat in 
the House. 

But the victory was not to-
tal, as voters at the same time 
gave Republicans an even 
wider majority in the Senate. 

America Flipped, But Still Divided; 
Trump? The Same

O
So while the Senate,  the 

presidency and the Supreme 
Court remain in Republican 
control, a real check on power 
was restored with the Demo-
cratic majority in the House. . 

On Tuesday,  America 
stays divided, but in a new 
way, where the president nor 
the Republicans can no longer 
avoid the oversight  scrutiny 
from powerless Democrats as 
they did in the first two years 
of the Trump presidency. 

At his news conference on 
Wednesday, Trump was hard-
ly holding out an olive branch.

It was more like he was 
swinging a  blunt stick,  as 
he continued to insist what a 
good night he had. 

“I’ll be honest,” Trump 
said. “I thought it was close to 
a complete victory.”

And then, he implied the 
way things worked actually 
could be good for deal-mak-
ing.

“I really believe we have a 
chance to get along well with 
the Democrats,” Trump said. 
“And if that’s the case we can 
do a tremendous amount of 
legislation and get it approved 
by both parties.”

But will the temperature 
lowered in the name of bipar-
tisan progress?  

“I would love to see unity, 
and peace and love, and any 
other word you’d like to use,” 
said Trump. “And obviously 
I think we had to, especially 
at this juncture, wait until af-
ter the midterms were over, 
and now they’re over. If they 
would cover me fairly which 
they don’t, I’m not saying 
this in a hostile way, I get ex-
tremely inaccurate coverage, I 
could do something fantastic 
and they can make it look not 
good.”

The president rambled 
and repeated how he “would 
love to see unity.”

But it was also the very 
press conference where  he 
personally berated a CNN 
reporter for being rude (Jim 
Acosta was aggressive, but 
not rude). We’ve come to ex-
pect the unfair beat down of 
CNN from Trump. 

But the way Trump went 
after Acosta that day was over-
the-top Amok, and not in a 
good way. And then Trump 
took away Acosta’s press pass. 

CNN, of course sued, and 
just this week a federal judge 
ordered the White House to 
return the pass as a possible 
violation of the First Amend-
ment, and a definite encroach-
ment on Acosta’s 5th Amend-
ment rights of due process.

Trump can’t just pick and 
choose his news media. Who 
does he think he is, Duterte?

I certainly  didn’t expect 
Trump to continue his ram-
page at that presser, going 
after an African American re-
porter from PBS for asking a 
question about Trump calling 
himself a nationalist which 
the reporter said “emboldened 
white nationalists.”

The president was rude 
and interrupted the PBS re-
porter, calling  it a racist ques-
tion.

He had to answer to a very 
fair question. Trump could 
only talk about his poll num-
bers with African Americans. 
Still, he couldn’t get over the 
initial question.  

“That’s so insulting to me, 
that’s a very terrible thing you 
said.”

Sounded fair to me. The 
reporter didn’t imply he was 
racist. It’s just that the pres-
ident didn’t want to answer 
a tough question. So he at-
tacked the media and made 
himself into a victim.

Another reporter asked 
the president whether he’d 
change his tone. If he was 
serious about bipartisanship, 
especially after the divisive 
anti-immigrant tone he used 
in the final weeks of the cam-
paign, could we see a  softer 
Trump? 

Trump said: “I would love 
to have, I’d be very good at a 
low tone. But when things are 
done not correctly about you, 
written about you, said about 
you, on television, or wher-
ever it is, you have to defend 
yourself. I would love to do 
very even toned, much easier 
than what I have to do. I have  

to go around. Going around is 
much easier than facing some-
body being treated unfairly. 
But when you’re not treated 
unfairly you really have no 
choice. I would love to have 
an even, modest boring tone, 
but you know what, when you 
have to fight, all the time fight 
because you’re being misrep-
resented by the media, you re-
ally can’t do that.”

That’s how the president 
sees it.

He still hates the media. 
And he apparently  didn’t 
learn much after a night that 
finds him staring at a House of 
Representatives with subpoe-
na power that it’s sure to use 
judiciously in  oversight.

But it almost guarantees 
Trump is ready for a fight 
against all comers not just in 
the coming year, but the next 
election. 

And as for those Trumpy 
Filipinos—the most Trumpy 
of all Asian Americans? 

They’re happy too. 
On election day, I con-

tacted my pro-Trump Filipino 
friend, a University of Santo 
Tomas doctor with a major 
U.S. clinic in the Midwest. A 
Trump supporter from the be-
ginning, he’s been my barom-
eter for how the most Trumpy 
Asian Americans—Filipi-
nos—felt about the president.

As the votes were be-

ing counted, with indicators 
showing a mild anti-Trump  
semi-blue wave, Dr. Roy 
Flores was still pretty confi-
dently Trumpy.

“I have become more and 
more a fan of Donald Trump,” 
he told me. “These midterms 
are a referendum on how well 
the president is doing and will 
be a preview of 2020.”

The Trumpy are just fine 
with the administration. 

So, as I finish this col-
umn, we know that despite the 
midterms results,  the Trump 
norm continues.

Trump’s just asked for 
and got Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions resignation.

It signals we’ll be feeling 
the harsher realities of the end 
of one party rule,  sooner than 
later. 

The signals are there from 
the day after the elections.

Expect the partisan divide 
to only worsen because now 
the Democrats aren’t pow-
erless as they watch Trump 
trample through our democ-
racy.

That’s definitely some-
thing to be thankful for as we 
approach the holiday. 

  
EMIL GUILLERMO is a veter-
an journalist and commentator. He 
was on the editorial board of the 
Honolulu Advertiser, and a colum-
nist for the Starr-Bulletin. Twitter 
@emilamo
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GLOBAL NEWS

PAHALANG
1. Lalawigan sa Bikol
6. Negatib
10. Barahang may pinakamataas na bilang
14. Kaaya-aya
15. Kapital ng Samoa
16. Durog
17. Lasong galing sa impeksiyon
18. Nangapa
20. Isiwalat
22. Lapad
23. Publiko
25. Pinakamababang bahagi ng tuyong   
 uhay ng palay, saging, atb
26. Pinuno ng baranggay (bahagi ng   
 pamahalaang pambayan noong   
 panahon ng kastila at sa kasalukuyan)
28. Bulbol
30. Matigas na punongkahoy
31. Walo
32. Alinugnog
36. Ama
37. Asido
40. Diwata
41. Alim
43. Anim
44. Kurot
46. Matanda

PABABA
1. Medya-agwa
2. Pagpapalambot sa dahon ng saging  
 sa pamamagitan ng pagdarang nito sa  
 apoy o baga
3. Walang hiya
4. Isang uri ng isda
5. Kayasin
6. Kihada
7. Balat ng palay
8. Unyon
9. Maalikabok
10. Alipayo
11. Kalatas
12. Praternal na piging
13. Sepilyo ng ngipin na kuha sa balat ng  
 bunga
19. Pileges
21. Atin
24. Abestrus
26. Bawa’t

48. Gabara
49. Antipatia
52. Patiktik
54. Di-tunay o totoo
56. Grabedad
59. Pagmamadre
61. Paglilinis sa gubat
62. Talino
63. Grado
64. Pakuluan sa tubig
65. Balun
66. Labindalawang dosena
67. Ina

27. Kilos
29. Pakiling
31. Hotel
33. Ordinaryo
34. Amoy
35. Papa
38. Ipagsumbong
39. Paandarin
42. Kimikong ginagamit sa namatay
45. Ipaanunsiyo
47. Ipit
48. Engranahe ng makina
49. Sasal
50. Uod na sumisira sa kamote
51. Aab
53. Guho
55. Karangalan
57. Gilit
58. Ina
60. Amain

KROSWORD
ni Carlito Lalicon

Blg. 18

PORT MORESBY— 
The rice demonstration 
farm being developed 

by the Philippines and Papua 
New Guinea could serve as 
Manila’s “food security insur-
ance” and could help shield 
Filipino consumers from price 
shocks, the Agriculture de-
partment said. 

Last August, the Philip-
pines sent 19 farmers to Papua 
New Guinea to plant rice and 
to train local farmers as part 

of a bilateral agreement on 
agriculture cooperation. 

The planting was done 
in a 25-hectare demonstra-
tion farm inside the Pacific 
Adventist University outside 
Port Moresby. The leased fa-
cility was intended to become 
a model seed farm that could 
become a source of certified 
rice seeds.

The Filipino farmers may 
work under Philippine com-
panies, which will invest on 
irrigation. 

While Papua New Guin-
eans would be prioritized 

during harvest time, Agri-
culture Secretary Emmanuel 
Piñol is optimistic that the 
farm would also contribute to 
the Philippines’ food security 
efforts. He said anything in 
excess of Papua New Guin-
ea’s initial rice requirement 
of 400,000 metric tons could 
become part of the Philip-
pines’ rice supply or exported 
to other island nations. 

According to a report in 
September on the agricultural 
cooperation between the two 
countries, Papua New Guin-
ea imports around 98 percent 
of the nearly 400,000 kilos 
of rice the country consumes 
each year.

It is said that only 50,000 

hectares of its two million 
hectares of suitable agricul-
tural lands are required to 
meet its rice needs.

Philippines could benefit 
from PNG’s 4 million hect-
ares

“Our food security pro-
gram requires a ten- to 20 
year-forward planning and 
we’re looking at Papua New 
Guinea as our food security 
insurance. Can you imag-
ine if we’re able to develop 
four million hectares here, 
that’s even bigger than rice 
area that we have right now,” 
Piñol said in an interview last 
Sunday here. 

“So if our 3.9 million 

hectares could feed 95 per-
cent of Filipinos right now, 
you can just imagine what 
four million hectares in Pap-
ua New Guinea would be 
able to contribute to our food 
security program,” he added. 

Piñol said the farm could 
help the Philippines avert 
rice supply issues it experi-
enced recently. He noted that 
rice prices become stable if 
there is adequate supply of 
the staple. 

“Here (in this plan), we 
control the rice supply be-
cause we are the ones who 
planted the rice, our farmers 
and our corporations,” the 
Agriculture chief said. (www.
philstar.com)

Piñol: Papua New Guinea Farms Could be Philippines’ ‘Food Se-
curity Insurance’
By Alexis Romero
Monday, November 19, 2018
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Petitioning A Fiancé(e)

 US citizen who 
wishes to bring 
his/her fiancé(e) 
to the US must 
file an I-129F 
Petition for 

Alien Fiancé(e) with the US-
CIS. After processing and ap-
proval, the fiancé(e) will be is-
sued a K-1 fiancé(e) visa. This 
visa is a nonimmigrant visa 
which will allow the  fiancé(e) 
to enter the US in order to marry 
the US citizen petitioner within 
90 days from arrival. If the fi-
ancé(e) has a minor child, the 
minor child can also be brought 
to the US on a K-2 visa. 

A strict process will be 
followed before the K-1 visa 
is issued. The US citizen must 
include the following evidence 
and documents to the I-129F 

petition: proof of US citizen-
ship by submitting a copy of 
his birth certificate or certif-
icate of naturalization or US 
consular report of birth docu-
ment; affidavit with the narra-
tive of the relationship and a 
statement of intent to marry the 
fiancé(e); evidence to establish 
the relationship and how many 
times the couple have met 
personally, (i.e., photographs 
together, letters or messages 
sent to each other, plane tick-
ets, receipt of the engagement 
ring, etc.); a signed statement 
of the fiancé(e) certifying that 
he/she intends to marry the US 
citizen within 90 days of enter-
ing the US on a valid K-1 visa; 
one 2x2 colored photograph 
each of the US citizen and the 
fiancé(e) and payment of the 
filing fee. If the fiancé(e) is 
from the Philippines, she must 
also submit a Certificate of No 
Marriage (CENOMAR) which 
is proof that he/she can legally 
get married to the US citizen.

After the US citizen sub-
mits the I-129F petition to the 
USCIS, it will be reviewed. If 
the I-129F petition is approved, 
the case will be sent to the Na-
tional Visa Center (NVC). The 
NVC will provide a case num-
ber and forward the case to the 
nearest US consulate to the fi-
ancé(e)’s address. The US con-
sulate will then contact the fi-
ancé(e) and instruct him/her to 
get a medical exam and attend 
a visa interview. The fiancé(e) 
must bring the following doc-
uments during the interview at 
the consulate: proof of comple-
tion of the online visa applica-
tion (DS-160), valid passport, 
police clearance, evidence of 
support by the US citizen, and 
evidence of the relationship 
with the US citizen. After the 
interview and approval, the 
K-1 visa will be granted and 
the fiancé(e) can enter the US.

If the US citizen and fian-
cé(e) get married outside the 
US, it would be difficult for her 

A

to reenter the US because now 
he/she has a nonimmigrant in-
tent of living and staying in the 
US with his/her spouse. The 
entry of the spouse to the US 
can be denied by the US Cus-
toms and Border Protection 
(CBP) when the spouse does 
not have a job or significant 
ties in the US. However, if the 
foreigner spouse has a dual in-
tent visa such as H1-B or L-1 
or soft dual intent visa such as 
the O-1 or E-1/2/3 to remain in 
the US, then the spouse will be 
allowed to enter the US.

It is important to note that 
if in the customs or culture of 
the fiancé(e), the US citizen 
and the fiancé(e) are already 
married after a ceremony or 
event that they participated 
in, then the K-1 fiancé(e) visa 
petition will not be approved. 
The spouse must be brought 
to the US using another visa. 
One of the ways is by the K-3 
nonimmigrant visa for foreign 
spouse of US citizens. 

If the spouse is in anoth-
er country, the US citizen can 
apply for lawful permanent 
resident status (LPR) of the 
foreigner spouse by filing the 
I-130 Petition for Alien Rela-
tive with the USCIS. The pe-
tition will then be processed 
through the NVC and the 
spouse will also be interviewed 
at the nearest US consulate. 
The US citizen and spouse 
should include the following 

in the application: affidavit 
stating the timeline of the cou-
ple’s relationship; statement on 
prior marriages of the spouses; 
birth certificates; birth certifi-
cates of minor children if any; 
marriage certificate of the cou-
ple; 2x2 photographs of the US 
citizen and foreigner spouse 
and; the filing fee. 

While the I-130 petition 
is pending, the US citizen has 
the option of filing for the K-3 
nonimmigrant visa in order 
for the spouse to enter the US 
and complete the I-130 peti-
tion processing in the US. The 
K-3 visa will only be issued if 
the following are met: 1. The 
US citizen and the foreigner 
spouse are married; 2. There is 
a pending I-130 petition and; 
3. Foreigner spouse seeks to 
enter the US to await the ap-
proval of the I-130 petition 
and subsequently obtain LPR 
status. If the foreigner spouse 
has an unmarried child under 
21 years of age, the child can 
also be brought to the US us-
ing the K-4 visa. 

However, the processing 
times for the K-3 visa has be-
come very long and as long as 
the I-130 petition. Hence, it no 
longer makes sense to file for 
the K-3 visa. It would be better 
to wait for the processing of 
the I-130 petition. 

REUBEN  S. SEGURITAN has 
been practicing law for over 30 
years. For further information, 
you may call him at (212) 695 
5281 or log on to his website at 
www.seguritan.com

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

COLA Rates Increase for Veterans

New Law Gives Additional Sick Leave 
for Veterans

Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment (COLA) has 
been increased by 2.8 

percent for veterans. Co-au-
thored by Senator Mazie Hi-
rono, the new law (COLA 
Act of 2018) was signed by 
President Donald Trump. It 
provides a Cost-of-Living Ad-
justment for the rates of veter-
ans’ disability compensation, 
additional compensation for 
dependents, the clothing al-
lowance for certain disabled 
veterans, and dependency and 
indemnity compensation for 
surviving spouses and chil-
dren. 

“VA disability compensa-
tion and other benefits earned 

through their service, provide 
a critical lifeline for millions 
of veterans and their families 
around the country, including 
thousands in Hawaii,” Sen-
ator Hirono said. “The much 
needed COLA increase made 
possible by the Veterans’ 
COLA Adjustment Act helps 
fulfill our duty to provide the 
men and women who served 
our nation in uniform with 
compensation that keeps pace 
with a rising cost of living.” 

“Many Hawaii veterans 
and their families rely on their 
disability compensation and 
other earned VA benefits to 
make ends meet,” said Ron 
Han, Director of the State of 

Hawaii Office of Veterans 
Services. “Much apprecia-
tion to Senator Hirono for her 
dedicated work and advocacy 
in enacting this long-overdue 
cost-of-living adjustment.”

The new rates is the larg-
est increase since 2012 and 
consistent with the 2019 
COLA increase for Social Se-
curity. For a veteran receiving 
$1,500 a month in benefits 
payments, the COLA increase 
equates to an additional $500 
over the course of the year. 
According to the VA, there 
were over 27,000 disabili-
ty compensation recipients 
in Hawaii during Fiscal Year 
2017. 

Introduced by Mazie Hiro-
no, the Veterans Provid-
ing Healthcare Transition 

Improvement Act was signed 
into law by President Donald 
Trump. The new law ensures 
veterans with a U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

disability rating of 30% or 
higher who are hired by the 
VA in critical medical posi-
tions can access additional 
paid sick leave during their 
first year on the job.

“This newly signed law 
will ensure the VA’s disabled 
veteran employees receive 
the same additional paid sick 

leave that is available to other 
federal agency employees,” 
Senator Hirono said. “The VA 
is a critical agency and this law 
will encourage disabled veter-
ans to continue their service to 
our country by helping to fill 
tens of thousands of vacancies 
at its medical facilities in Ha-
waii and across the country.”
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Filipino Community in NorCal Displaced After Deadliest Fire in 
US History in a Century
THE Camp Fire in 

Northern California 
became the deadliest 

wildfire in U.S. history in 
a century, burning through 
141,000 acres and leaving 
about 9,700 homes destroyed 
as of Friday, November 16.

As of Friday, more than 
600 people were reported 
missing as the death toll rose 
to 63, making it also the dead-
liest and most destructive in 
state’s history, according to 
various sources.

In the now consumed 
wood town of Paradise and 
the half scorched town of 
Magalia, a close-knit com-
munity of roughly 30 Filipi-
no families remain without 
homes and face challenges 
of finding new places to stay 
and figuring out what their 
future holds in the town.

“They are all over the 
place,” Gemma Clow, vice 
president of a communi-
ty-formed group of Fil-Am 
families in Paradise, told the 
Asian Journal.

On the group’s Facebook 
page, a post notifies the com-
munity that its 28th annual 

Christmas party has been 
cancelled due to the fire, and 
will resume during the holi-
days next year.

Clow, who has lived in 
the Paradise and Magalia 
area for 16 years and whose 
house was among the very 
few spared, is currently stay-
ing in Folsom—a roughly 
two hour drive away—while 
evacuations are still in order.  
Before that, her family stayed 
with a family friend in Chico 
for five days.

Many of her friends have 
been in the area for over 20 
years, and are now finding 
themselves in evacuation 
centers and in nearby cities of 
Chico, Gridley, Orland, and 
Oroville. Others have gone 
farther to cities like Manteca, 
and even out of state.

The community group’s 
president, Eric Junio, was 
among those that lost their 
home.

“Almost everyone lost 
everything as there wasn’t 
enough time to pack, there 
was no warning of the fire,” 
said Clow.

Clow learned about the 

fire the morning it started 
burning, but it wasn’t imme-
diately clear how much dam-
age it would create. 

She was driving along 
Paradise’s Skyway road to 
take her son to school and 
noticed the sky was dark and 
smokey, but like others, pro-
ceeded to go on with her day 
and went to work.  She works 
at the partly damaged Ad-
ventist Health Feather River 
hospital—the same hospital 
where a nurse made head-
lines after driving through the 
city to help evacuate patients.

A couple hours later, she 
heard knocking on her office 
door and someone yelling 
that everyone needed to be 
evacuated.  She immediately 
called her son and picked him 
up at Paradise High School. 
Together, they got home and 
her family began to pack de-
spite their neighborhood not 
being under evacuation.

The following day, the 
evacuation order came for 
Clow’s family and they de-
cided to make way to Chico.

“On the way to Chico, 
we saw lots of houses al-
ready burned in Magalia.  It 
got worse when we got to 

Paradise,” said Clow, adding 
that her son filmed the entire 
drive.

“We were driving with 
fires on both sides of the road 
still going—small fires here 
and there, electric wires hang-
ing, sparkling,” said Clow.  
“The drive to Chico seemed 
forever, and it was the scari-
est I have ever experienced in 
my entire life.”

Roughly 27,000 residents 
made up the town of Para-
dise, and as much of the town 
lies in ashes, there’s no telling 
yet how many will return.

Clow thinks it will take 
months, if not years before 
the power is restored.  She 
said that while her family’s 
home didn’t burn, the entire 
area remains without elec-
tricity and water, and it’s still 
unclear when they can return.

She added that some peo-
ple are choosing not to re-
build their homes.

“Some already bought 
homes in Chico and sur-
rounding areas,” said Clow.  
“Recovering will take a long 
time.”

The Filipino community 
first started growing 28 years 

ago by a group of friends who 
have since passed on duties to 
new Filipinos in the area.

The number of guests 
who come to the Filipino 
group’s annual Christmas has 
gotten so big that they began 
renting venues to host the 
parties about 10 years ago.

On the current situation 
of the community, Clow said 
that they are devastated with 
happened to the fellow kaba-
bayans in the entire Paradise, 
Magalia, Concaw, and Pulga 
community.

“What happened to us is 
unfathomable,” said Clow. 
“The worst part is losing ev-
erything that we have worked 
for and all the memories that 
can never be replaced.  My 
heart goes out to all the peo-
ple that were affected by the 
Camp Fire.”

She did stay positive, 
saying that their presence in 
the town wouldn’t be gone 
for good.

“We will be back and will 
rebuild,” said Clow.  “Para-
dise will be ‘Paradise’ again. 
It may take years, but we will 
do it one day at a time.” (www.

asianjournal.com)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
HELP WANTED  FOR CLEANING COMPANY 
Legendary Cleaners) pay depends on years of 
experience. Must be reliable, prompt and not 
afraid of hard work.  Experience a plus. Willing 
to train. Contact John Kim 808 392-5597

BECOME A FRANCHISEE fast pace cleaning 
company legendary cleaners with over
16 years in business. Franchise fee 15706.80.
10 year contract. Contact John Kim 808 392-
5597 

HIE HOLDINGS INC. 
HIRING FT CDL B DRIVERS
Must have CDL license with air brakes
endorsement, current DOT physical & 
DOT driver history record.
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

HAWAIIAN ISLES WATER 
HIRING PRODUCTION WORKERS
Must be able to perform/operate machinery 
and forklift in a warehouse setting.
Requires lifting up to 50 lbs.  
Must have transportation to work site
(no bus service nearby).
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

LIVE IN CAREGIVER WITH CAREGIVING 
EXPERIENCE AND LIGHT COOKING
Room and board plus salary.
Email: walter16@mac.com

PMAH OHANA MEDICAL MISSION IN BICOL | DE-
CEMBER 12-15, 2018  | Ago General Hospital, Old Albay, 
Legaspi City, December 12, 2018; St. Raphael Parish, 
Peñaranda St., Embarcadero, December 13, 2018; Our 
Lady of Salvation Parish, Camalig, Albay, December 14, 
2018; St. DOminic De Guzman Parish, Sto. Domingo, Al-
bay, December 15, 2018;  l Contact: 888 674-7624 or visit 
info@ohanamedicalmission.org

OAHU FILIPINO COMMUNITY COUNCIL (OFCC) PRES-
IDENTS’ BALL: A NIGHT OF REAFFIRMATION & REC-
OGNITION | NOVEMBER 18, 2018 | 6:00 - 10:00  PM | 
Filipino Community Center, Waipahu l Contact Persons: 
Raymond Sebastian 799-6080, Froebel Garcia 386-6857, 
Susie Berardy 392-7083, Ailyn Lum 226-1228, Amy Dela 
Cruz 841-0563

FAMES 14TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP & FUNDRAIS-
ING GALA INSPIRE TO BE INSPIRED | NOVEMBER 18, 
2018 | 6:00 PM | Hilton Hawaiian Village Coral Ballroom 4 & 5  

CLASSIFIED ADS
l Contact Persons: Joni Redick Yundt 781-5905, Cynthia 
Altman 284-0727, Yoni Malig-on 497-9244

THE ILOCOS SURIAN ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII 
(ISAH) RE-AFFIRMATION OF OFFICERS | NOVEM-
BER 23, 2018 | Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus  Ballroom | 
Contact Persons: Davelyn Quijano 489-8782, Myrna 
Peralta 291-0103, Emelyn Damo 222-4702, Loida Ya-
mamoto 679-9540

LA UNION CIRCLE OF HAWAII PRESENTS MR & 
MRS LA UNION HAWAII INTERNATIONAL | NOVEM-
BER 24, 2018 | Ala Moana Hotel Hibiscus  Ballroom l Con-
tact Persons: Baybee Hufana Ablan 753-5616, Conrad 
Valdriz 953-8888, Lolita Domingo 295-1387

12TH ANNUAL PASKO SA FILCOM | DECEMBER 2, 
2018 | The Filipino Community Center, Waipahu Hawaii l 
Contact : 680-0451, Email: filcom@filcom.org

GLOBAL NEWS

SINGAPORE –  With Beijing 
already in possession of vast 
areas in the South China Sea, 

the United States and other countries 
should just accept this “reality” and 
avoid creating “friction” that could 
lead to full-scale military confronta-
tion, President Duterte said yesterday.

“And in all of these things, China 
is there. That’s a reality and America 
and everybody should realize that they 
are there,” Duterte told reporters yes-
terday on the sidelines of the 33rd As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit here.

“So if you just keep on creating 
friction, little friction, one day a bad 
miscalculation could turn things… 
Murphy’s Law – if anything can go 
wrong, it will go wrong,” he said.

He stressed military drills could 
spark hostilities in the region “because 
I said China is already in possession. 
It’s now in their hands.” 

He said military exercises could 
be seen as provocation that could 
“prompt a response from China.”

The Chief Executive explained he 
was actually protecting national sov-
ereignty in taking a more peaceful ap-
proach to dealing with China.

“I do not mind everybody going to 
war, except that the Philippines is just 
beside those islands. And if there’s a 
shooting there, my country will be the 
first to suffer,” he said.

“That’s my only – that is my only 
national interest there. Nothing else,” 
Duterte added.

As the country-coordinator of 
ASEAN-China dialog, Duterte reiter-
ated he would try his best to facilitate 
the release of a code of conduct (COC) 
on South China Sea in three years.  

“I will try my best. I made a very 

strong statement about the urgent 
need for a COC so that everybody 
will know,” he said. “Because when 
you claim an ocean, the whole of it, 
then that is a new development in 
today’s world,” he added.

Duterte noted there might be a 
need to review or even make rad-
ical changes in international laws, 
particularly on the right of innocent 
passage.

“So, any sense, it would also 
change – radical changes in the 
laws of governing international 
waters, particularly the right of free 
passage or the right of innocent 
passage,” he said.

Under the principle of inno-
cent passage, vessels are allowed 
to pass through territorial waters 
of other states subject to certain re-
strictions.

Under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), a passage is “inno-
cent” if it is “not prejudicial to the 
peace, good order or security of the 
coastal State. Such passage shall 
take place in conformity with this 
Convention and with other rules of 
international law.” 

Self-restraint
Amid Duterte’s call for the US 

and other nations to avoid provoc-
ative actions in the South China 
Sea, ASEAN members reiterated 
the need for self-restraint in the 
conduct of activities in disputed 
waters.

“We discussed the matters re-
lating to the South China Sea and 
took note of some concerns on the 
land reclamations and activities in 
the area, which have eroded trust 

and confidence, increased tensions 
and may undermine peace, securi-
ty and stability in the region,” Sin-
gapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said in a statement.

“We reaffirmed the need to en-
hance mutual trust and confidence, 
exercise self-restraint in the con-
duct of activities and avoid actions 
that may further complicate the 
situation, and pursue peaceful res-
olution of disputes in accordance 
with international law, including 
the 1982 UNCLOS,” Lee said.

Sovereignty protected
Foreign affairs chief Teodoro 

Locsin Jr., who was part of the 
presidential delegation to Singa-
pore, reiterated the Philippines’ 
strong position against giving up 
even an “inch or iota” of its sov-
ereignty.

Locsin was mum on Duterte’s 
earlier remarks that China is al-
ready in possession of some areas 
not its own in the South China Sea.

Asked about reactions to ASE-
AN’s or Duterte’s call for restraint, 
Locsin said China for one did not 
say anything.

“But the President was very 
clear: Let’s exercise restraint and 
there was no response, which is 
you can interpret it as you want but 
it was rather bold of our President 
to bring it up. The use of the word 
restraint,” Locsin said.

Duterte’s spokesman Salvador 
Panelo, for his part, welcomed the 
formal announcement of the des-
ignation of the Philippines as the 
new country coordinator for the 
ASEAN-China Dialogue Rela-
tions. (www.philstar.com)

Duterte: ‘South China Sea Military Action to 
Create Further Friction’



NOVEMBER 17, 2018




