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EDITORIALS
t’s always a pleasure when 
we in the media have an op-
portunity to take a break from 
reporting on hard issues and 
present stories more uplifting. 

February is known as the 
month of love. Instead of doing a typical arti-
cle on Valentine’s Day we’ve decided to take 
on a different approach. For our cover story this issue, associate 
editor Edwin Quinabo explores the concept of love – what is it? 
Clearly there are many expressions of love. But one commonal-
ity found in most expressions of love is responsibility, an action 
that goes beyond just “feelings.” 

We’ve found people in our community who shared their 
personal stories of love – adult children caring for their elderly 
parents; a woman who gave up her career to care for her chil-
dren; a grandmother helping her single-parent daughter; women 
who’ve left their countries, families, and friends to be with their 
husbands; and even a teacher who decided to become a donor 
to a non-blood relative child in need of a healthy kidney. These 
stories of love are truly worth reading.

Also this issue, HFC’s Seneca Moraleda-Puguan writes an 
interesting feature on Apollo Exconde, a senior Magnetic Res-
onance Imaging (MRI) Radiographer with Inhealth-Croydon 
MRI Unit in the United Kingdom. Exconde came up with the 
idea of creating Lego Open MRI to help claustrophobic patients. 
He says some patients, particularly children, suffer from anxiety 
when getting an MRI. His soon-to-be completed creation, Lego 
Open MRI, will help to reduce anxiety. First, it’s “kids-friendly” 
because Lego Open MRI is made of the popular children’s toy 
Lego; also it’s spacious and does not have an unobstructed view 
as in conventional MRI. 

HFC columnist Emil Guillermo contributes yet again anoth-
er evocative piece. This one called: “The Trump Reality Show 
Presidency.” The longest ever partial government shutdown has 
concluded. But agreement on funding for a border wall is still in 
limbo. Will the president shutdown the government again as he 
threatened to do? Will he declare a national emergency? Govern-
ment workers and their families anxiously await.

In our HFN section, read about the Filipino American 
League of Engineers and Architects (FALEA) 25th Anniversary 
celebration. FALEA has been a invaluable support and network 
organization for local professional engineers and architects since 
1993. In other news, proposals (SB1248, SB789, and HB1191 
HD1) to raise the minimum wage will be a hot topic at the State 
Legislature. HB1191 had already passed the House Committee 
on Labor & Public Employment and now sits at the House Com-
mittee on Finance for further action. Get the details and read why 
some people support it; while others like the Chamber of Com-
merce of Hawaii oppose it.

Also on legislative matters, veteran politician Rep. Romy 
Cachola submitted “Focusing on Healthcare, Well-Being and 
Our Pocketbooks,” an article highlighting a few of his priorities 
for this session.

Lastly, I’d like to wish you all a very Happy Valentine’s Day. 
Celebrate and share the love. Until next issue, warmest Aloha 
and Mabuhay!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

he month of love is here. Valentine’s day is just 
a few weeks away and lovers are already pre-
paring for the special day. High on the list of 
things to do: order flowers, make reservations 
to a restaurant, buy chocolates or jewelry. 

The creative romantic might choose to bare 
his soul, write and recite a poem to his wife. Maybe at the 
very spot that they met for a first time. 

The adventurous romantic (with a half-way decent voice) 
might choose to sing a song for his significant other. Thou-
sands of extra points if he dares to do it in public. Or, maybe 
recreate a love scene like in  “The Mirror Has Two Faces” 
when Barbara Streisand and Nick Nolte proclaim their love 
for each other on a public street then hire a professional to 
sing Puccini’s Nessun Dorma aria like in the movie as you 
move in for a wet kiss.

Love is responsibility
The sentimental expression of Valentine’s day – whatev-

er it might be grand or simple – is a nice thoughtful showing 
that makes a significant other feel special. That is the point 
and certainly a part of love.

But in real life love is far from what’s portrayed in the 
movies. It’s definitely not perfect. It’s not always wanting 
to be right. It’s not insisting you have your way all the time.

And some might say it’s not even a feeling. 
A professor of philosophy gave a poignant and apt defi-

nition: “Love is responsibility.” Responsibility in that action 
is far more meaningful than words or feelings. 

We demonstrate love to our romantic partners by being 
responsible in showing fidelity, showing interest by listening 
and giving attention. We show responsibility by committing 
to work on our relationships through all the changes.

We demonstrate love to our children by being providers 
and many times sacrificing our own interests for their bene-
fit. Sometimes, it could mean taking on extra work hours to 
be able to tuck aside more money for our children’s educa-
tion.

We show love and responsibility for our elderly parents 
by caring for them as they’ve done for us when we needed 
their care. There’s nothing more frightening than an elderly 
who feels alone when he is not able to care for himself. 

We show love for our property when we are on the free-
way and realize we’re uncertain if we turned off the stove. 
We do the responsible thing, drive back home to check.

One of the greatest myths is that love is simply a feeling, 
something that quickens our heart, makes us feel excited and 
alive for someone.  That kind of love is best explained by 
biology when the brain floods euphoria-inducing chemicals 
like oxytocin and dopamine. That is passion, not love.

Love and responsibility as one inseparable “action” is 
meaningful because it is the foundation of building some-
thing that lasts. Feelings fade.

It’s said that love is more like a verb, not a noun, because 
it requires adaptation.

Love is arguably everywhere and also not necessarily di-
rected at individuals. 

Putting love in politics
A well-known local and soon-to-be better known politi-

cian on the national level has made love as a central theme 

Love is Responsibility; 
There’s No Separating 
the Two I
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to approaching politics. She has recently adopted a slogan 
to “Lead with Love.” 

Who this politician is at this stage is not as important 
to mention than her message that what the country needs is 
more leadership with love. She is exactly correct. 

Politics has become a turn off, rife with all things nega-
tive: skepticism, anger, betrayal, bigotry.

It has become this way in large part because governance 
lacks action. It lacks love with responsibility. 

T

(continue on page 3)
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Support PACT, A Federal Anti-Animal Cruelty Act
aws have al-
ways been the 
codified values 
of the commu-
nity. History 
shows most of-

ten there is a painfully slow 
lag time to get laws passed 
that match the majority’s val-
ues at any given time. In part, 
because it’s difficult to reach a 
majority consensus on what’s 
deemed significant enough to 
be codified. In other situations, 
there is a clear consensus we 
can all agree on that some-
thing should become law, but 
politicians for some reason or 
another have just failed to get 
the wheels spinning.

The perfect example: fi-
nally, lawmakers are at the 
cusp of getting the nation’s 
first-ever federal animal an-
ti-cruelty statue passed. 

Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture (PACT) Act, S. 654 
of 2019

Recently, the U.S. Senate 
passed the PACT, a first-ev-
er general federal cruelty bill 
that prohibits extreme acts of 
animal cruelty and strength-
ens federal protections for an-
imals. People who engage in 
acts of violence towards ani-
mals, such as burning, drown-
ing, suffocating, or impaling 
would face imprisonment and 
a fine. The PACT Act would 
impose up to a 7-year prison 
sentence for those who know-
ingly create, advertise, distrib-
ute, or sell “animal crush vid-
eos.” These are videos that are 
being circulated showing the 
torture and killing of animals. 
The measure also makes bes-
tiality a federal crime.

PACT was able to pass 
the Senate through biparti-

san efforts, led by Sens. Pat 
Toomey (R-Pa) and Richard 
Blumental (D-Conn). It goes 
to the House for action and 
already has bipartisan support 
with 262 cosponsors. Only 
a few bills in the Congress 
have this level of bipartisan 
support. The House version 
of the bill is introduced by 
Reps. Lamar Smith (R-Tex-
as) and Ted Deutch (D-Fla).

Sen. Blumenthal said: 
“This bipartisan measure fi-
nally prohibits a heinous, 
inhumane practice – stat-
ing emphatically once and 
for all that there is no place 
in a civilized society for the 
maiming and torturing of 
animals. Thanks to the long 
overdue action of the Senate, 
the barbaric individuals who 
commit these crimes will no 
longer walk free. I call on the 
House to pass this important 
legislation immediately.”

Congressman Eliot L. En-
gel, a member of the Animal 
Protection Caucus, said: I am 
deeply concerned about the 
welfare of domesticated and 
wild animals, and I am com-
mitted to ensuring that we ful-
fill our obligations to protect 
them from indignity, pain and 
suffering. There is never an 
excuse for the mistreatment 
or abuse towards animals, 
and it is our responsibility to 
ensure that all animals are ap-
proached with the dignity and 
respect they deserve.”

PACT has received en-
dorsements from more than 
200 law enforcement agen-
cies and animal rights groups.

Importance of having a fed-
eral statute

It’s long overdue that a 
federal statue will help to 

strengthen animal abuse felo-
nies in states. There are animal 
abuse laws in all 50 states but 
penalties and punishment vary 
from class 1 misdemeanor to 
class 6 felony. Some states 
have laws against dogfighting, 
cockfighting, and other orga-
nized animal cruelty. Some 
states only apply anti-cruelty 
laws involving cruelty to com-
panion animals. Some states 
only apply felony charges to 
subsequent offenses.

In the state of Hawaii, 
there is a first-degree animal 
cruelty offense with the possi-
bility of prosecution as a felo-
ny; and there is a second-de-
gree misdemeanor offense. 

A first-degree offense 
constitutes that the offender 
intentionally and knowingly 
tortures, mutilates, or poisons 
any animal resulting in seri-
ous bodily injury or death. A 
second-degree misdemeanor 
is when an offender intention-
ally, knowingly, or reckless-
ly tortures, 
t o r m e n t s , 
starves, de-
p r i ve s  an 
animal  of 
neces sa ry 
sustenance. 
The differ-
e n c e  b e -
tween the 
two is lev-
el of harm 
done unto 
the animal.

PA C T, 
being a fed-
eral law, will 
help to close 
any loop-
holes that 
exist when 
interstate an-
imal cruelty 

laws are broken. Under legis-
lation currently before the US 
Congress, federal jurisdiction 
will extend to certain heinous 
and unspeakable acts of an-
imal abuse. With a possible 
penalty up to 7 years impris-
onment for violators, PACT 
sends a very strong message 
to abusers that cruelty will not 
be tolerated.

In animal crush videos, 
it’s often difficult to deter-
mine the location where an-
imal cruelty takes place so 
states have had problems 
prosecuting such cases. 
PACT will change that be-
cause crush video crimes will 
fall under federal jurisdiction.

It will also be easier to 
prosecute crimes that take 
place in puppy mills where 
some breeders have been 
found to drown, burn, and kill 
unwanted puppies they can’t 
sell.

Exceptions to PACT in-
clude normal veterinary or 

L

When politicians choose to 
adopt policies that benefit special 
interests over people, how is this 
showing love and responsibility? 
Yet, it happens over and over again.

2019 is the start of presidential 
campaigning when major candi-
dates begin to set the tone and agen-
da for the country leading into elec-
tion year. What better way is there 
than to get the nation loving – love 

as a motivation to get things done, 
and not fear.

Valentine’s Day
The day of love is a wonderful 

tradition. Imagine how much more 
wonderful it would be if we took 
that one day and expanded it to the 
rest of the year and lifetime. Love 
like there’s no tomorrow, as the say-
ing goes. Happy Valentine’s Day to 
all.

(LOVE IS RESPOSIBILITY....from page 2)

husbandry practices, hunting, 
trapping, fishing, predator or 
pest control, medical or sci-
entific research, actions to 
protect human life or proper-
ty from serious threat.

Let Congress know you
support PACT

At a time when Congress is 
deadlocked on so many issues, 
the passage of PACT is much 
welcomed. To ensure that Con-
gress successfully walks that 
last mile to finally get PACT 
passed, it’s important that 
Americans contact their con-
gressional representatives. 

Wayne Pacelle, president 
and CEO of the Humane Soci-
ety of the United States, said: 
“It’s past due for the federal 
government to enact a strong 
anti-cruelty law, to comple-
ment the state laws against 
malicious mistreatment of an-
imals. We know that there is 
a correlation between vicious 
cruelty to animals and vio-
lence against humans.”

No animal deserves to be 
subjected to abuse. 
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Lessons on Love in the Month of Love

The Joshua Tree is said to 
point in the direction of heav-
en or where love can be found. 
The paradox is the Joshua 
Tree’s multi-pronged branches 
twist, turn, and point to every 
way possible. The wisdom to 
be taken is that love can be 
found in almost anywhere; and 
that we are all in fact forests 
upon never-ending forests of 
Joshua Trees.

While February is known 
as the month of love because 
of Valentine’s day and usually 
associated with romantic love, 
there are many other expres-
sions of love worth celebrating.

Love Is Resposibility
A philosophy professor 

told his students what he be-
lieved love is. He said, “love 
is responsibility.” The cylin-
ders of students’ brains revved 
trying to process what he said. 
Certainly, his definition of love 
doesn’t match the convention-

al romantic ideal. It seemed 
dry, lackluster, and boring. 
These are college students 
whose experience of love were 
just beginning.

For much older, nontradi-
tional students taking his class, 
their heads nodded in agree-
ment. They knew exactly what 
he meant with love as being 
beyond a “feeling” triggered 
by euphoric brain chemicals. It 
comes with responsible action.  

“Love and responsibility,” 
the professor said, “are insep-
arable.”

Stories of Love And
Sacrifice
Caring for elderly parents. 

Beth Hoban shows her 
love for her mom by caring 
for her. “It takes organization 
skills and patience mixed with 
unconditional love to care for 
your own parents,” she said.

Hoban described her mom 
as a survivor of domestic abuse, 

woman entrepreneur, innovator 
and single parent who raised 
four daughters. She says her 
mom was always independent 
and a world traveler. 

But things changed when 
her mom suffered congestive 
heart failure at 90 years old, 
then fractured her right arm at 
age 93.

“She cannot feed herself or 
bathe without help.  Fortunate-
ly, she can walk with help to 
use the bathroom or from the 
bedroom to the living room 
with short stops to catch her 
breath.”

Hoban shares how a sim-
ple task as taking her mom out 
takes planning and preparation.

“We have to make sure 
she is able to get out of bed 
and washed up before getting 
her dressed. Besides her heart 
condition, mom has arthritis, 
which causes joint pains, so 
joints need to warm up before 
she gets up. It takes a few min-
utes of stretching and warming 
up of the knees prior to getting 
out of bed.  We have to plan 
for a 2- hour prep time vs 30 
minutes, if we want to make an 
appointment on time.”

Hoban works full-time 
time as owner of a small home 
healthcare organization that 
cares for the elderly, so she 
knows what caregiving in-
volves.

“I hired a loving caregiver 
who takes care of mom most 
days of the week. My young-
est sister shares the task on the 
caregiver’s days off,” said Ho-
ban.

She advises: be prepared 
and have financial resources to 
cover expenses for care when 
your parents will need it.

Hoban says caring for her 
mom has taught her a lot about 
herself.

“I learned that I can be 
flexible and patient.  I also 
learned that it is important to 
take care of yourself, so you 
are able to be an effective care-
giver.  When you are tired and 
have less than normal sleep, 
you have to reach down deep 
to get that extra energy it takes 
to be the ‘super hero’ for your 
parent.  Yes, Spiderman has 
nothing on the caregiver for a 
parent. 

“We treat every day as 
our last day. Every moment 
counts.  We make the best of 
what we can to offer love, re-
spect and joy to all who are 
part of our lives, especially our 
parents. To us, it is mom, our 
only living parent.”

Lea Santiago of Pearl 
City has been a nurse for over 
20 years. Her mother Hermina 
passed away six years ago and 
her father Pablo now is in his 
early nineties living in his Fos-
ter Village home with a grand-
son. Pablo had been hospital-
ized twice for a heart condition 
and is weak. But Lea said he 
insists on living in his own 
home but has difficulty caring 
for himself.

“Every day after work I 
visit my dad. My other two 
siblings also visit on a rotating 
schedule so he is never really 
alone for a long time. My neph-
ew is there at nights so no one 
else needs to stay overnight. On 
the weekends, I bring dad over 
to my house where we can keep 
an eye on him.

“When I visit him on the 
weekdays, I keep everything 

clean, make sure dad is clean 
and feed him. We watch TV 
together and try to keep him 
in good spirit and talk about 
the good old days. Most of the 
times he is alert and can carry 
on a conversation.

“It’s very sad to see him 
so physically weak. His mind 
is still very functional. I’ll do 
anything I can to make his last 
days, comfortable days,” said 
Santiago.

Pablo recently qualified 
for hospice care and the family 
continues to give him all the 
love they can.

Amelia Asperin of 
Waipahu and her husband are 
both retired seniors but still 
have enough strength and love 
to care for their 92 years old 
mother.

“My mother-in-law has 
dementia. She has a hard time 
communicating. Sometimes 
we don’t know what she wants 
or what she needs, or feels,” 
said Asperin.

Fortunately, Amelia has 
greater insight and experience 
than the average person in car-
ing for people. For many years 
she worked as a caregiver to 
the elderly with disabilities.

“My husband and I care for 
our mom because we are what 
she needs. We want to give 
back to her the love, care, and 
sacrifices she has made for us. 

“I love caring for her be-
cause without her, my husband 
would not be here. I thank her 
for our family.

“We could have brought 

By Edwin Quinabo

(continue on page 4)

ove – what is it? It’s an age-old question, the meaning and mystery 
of love. All of us have experienced it, tasted it, and felt its awesome 
power as some force warmer than the sun and beyond the beauty of 
rainbows. 

Some of us have become masterful in the art of love, basking in 
its glorious rays; while others, still feel its bittersweet sting over a 

love lost. 
Love is the heart in poetry, music, cinema, dance, the arts. It is everywhere. 

People who have it, guard it as treasure; people without it, become treasure 
hunters in pursuit of it until their very last breath. 

L
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her to a care home, but we 
know that she would be lone-
ly there. Caring for an elderly 
person is really hard. It needs 
24/7 attention. You must feed 
them, bath them, and do every-
thing for them. But in our case 
for our mom, we do all these 
things with all our heart, even 
though it is challenging.

“Loving and caring for my 
mom with dementia is reward-
ing when I see her smile,” said 
Asperin.

Rosalinda Antonio is an-
other senior who takes care of 
her parents in their mid-90s. 
“It is physically and emotion-
ally stressful. I am the only 
one taking care of my parents 
because my siblings all live in 
the mainland.

“My father has Alzhei-
mer’s disease and must use a 
wheelchair. My mother had a 
hip replacement but is healthy. 
My mother is not able to help 
with care for my father much. 
But she insists that dad stay at 
home and not be sent to a care 
home.”

Antonio says she cares for 
them because they took care 
of her. “It’s time to repay what 
they did for me. They might 
not live much longer so I give 
all my support to make them 
happy. I give them uncondi-
tional love.”

Antonio still works and 
gives around-the-clock care 
as best possible. She wakes up 
early to do chores, goes home 
every lunch break to check on 

her parents, and watches over 
them after work.

Giving up career to care for 
children. 

Eva Soriano grew up in 
Honolulu and moved to Cal-
ifornia after graduating from 
the University of Hawaii. She 
majored in marketing and got 
her first job at a business col-
lege in Irvine. A few years 
went by and she eventually be-
came Director of Admissions 
and Marketing at the college. 

“I loved my job and ca-
reer and couldn’t imagine back 
then that I would give it all up 
to raise my children full-time,” 
said Soriano.

“When I had my first child, 
I still worked. My husband and 
I got some help with a nanny. 
When we had our second child 
just three years later, my hus-
band and I decided it would be 
best for me to stay home and 
care for them. They were 5 and 
2 when I left my career.

“Many years later, my old-
est is now at UC Berkeley ma-
joring in Biology with hopes 
of becoming a doctor. My oth-
er daughter is a senior at a pri-
vate Catholic school.

“While I loved my career 
and doubted my decision back 
then, I felt like my children 
really needed me to be with 
them. I have no regrets and 
would do it again. 

“Giving up a career to 
raise a child might not be the 
right path for everyone, but it 

(from page 4)
was right for me. I did it all for 
love,” said Soriano.

Eva is now in her early 
fifties and says she realizes 
her prime working years have 
passed. But she is not ruling 
out entering the job force at 
some capacity.

Helping her single-parent 
daughter. 

Mercy Agustin of Waipa-
hu is a grandmother who is 
helping her daughter, a single 
mom. “My daughter is having 
a hard time financially. It’s dif-
ficult to see my daughter suf-
fering from anxiety and stress. 
I worked for a care home but 
decided to quit my job so that 
I can help my daughter by car-
ing for my grandson full-time.

“This allows my daugh-
ter to work full-time and fix 
her life. Now, my daughter, 
my grandson, and I are living 
together in an apartment my 
daughter purchased.”

Agustin’s grandson is now 
in kindergarten and she still 
watches over him.

“You will do everything 
for your children, no matter 
what it takes,” said Agustin. “I 
have no regrets quitting my job 
because of all the good times I 
had the chance to spend with 
my grandson since he was 
three months old. These are 
precious moments. No amount 
of money can replace that.”

Leaving country, family, and 
friends to be with husband. 

Mylene Corpuz of 
Waipahu remembers how love 
brought her to a new world. 

“Back home in the Philip-
pines when I was single I had 
a good job, good family and 
friends. I left it all to be with 
my husband in the U.S. Every 
Filipino’s dream is to come to 

America. When my husband 
petitioned for me to join him 
and start a family, I did not 
hesitate,” said Corpuz.

“Leaving my loved ones 
back home, especially my 
parents was one of the hard-
est moments in my life. I have 
very close family ties with all 
of them. I think of them every 
day since the day I left to come 
to America.

“But it was worth it. I 
have my dream of building a 
happy family. I found a good 
job here. My husband and my 
in-laws are all nice and sup-
portive. I am able to support 
my families back in the Phil-
ippines, even helping some of 
my cousins go to college and 
have a better life.”

Rosario Guillermo of 
Honolulu also recalls the time 
when she left the Philippines to 
join her husband. “My son was 
very young when my husband 
left to go to Germany. He start-
ed to grow up knowing him 
only in the pictures. I wanted 
to leave to be with my husband 
to keep our family together. At 
the time I was offered a schol-
arship to pursue my Master’s 
degree but I didn’t take it.

“It was hard adjusting to a 
different environment and way 
of life. But it was all worth it. 
My son bonded with his dad. 
We had great experiences be-
ing in a foreign country. Even-
tually, we all moved to the 
U.S.

“Challenges in life are 
bearable when you are with 
your loved ones. Being togeth-
er helps us get through ups and 
downs. Being together makes 
a big difference,” said Guiller-
mo.

Teaching love to kids,
Castillo became a donor.

Music teacher Christo-
pher Castillo changed the life 
of Cyehnna Lasconia in a re-
markable act of selflessness. 

Cyehnna contracted E.co-
li, a day after being born. The 
infection left her with a dys-
functional kidney and she was 
on a transplant list awaiting a 
match for a replacement kid-
ney. She suffered from sei-
zures and without a healthy 
kidney, she would have been 
on dialysis for a lifetime.

Castillo met the Lasconias 
at a family party. At the time, 
he was just coming off a dis-
appointing experience of at-
tempting to donate bone mar-
row to a child. But that child 
passed away. Castillo offered 
to help Cyehnna and donate 
his kidney.

“I teach my kids to make 
the world a better place. What 
better way to show that com-
mitment, than to do this?” said 
Castillo.

Soon after meeting for a 
first time at the party, they un-
derwent a successful surgery. 
Since then, the two share a deep 
bond and enjoy a wonderful 
“uncle-niece” type relationship 
even though they are not blood 
relatives. Cyehnna was given 
a gift to live out a healthy life; 
Castillo taught his students how 
love can make a difference in 
bettering the world.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Love shows itself in a myr-

iad of ways, most usually in 
relationships that require work 
and responsibility. Rekindling 
the “passion” in a loving rela-
tionship is what many couples 
do for Valentine’s Day. But the 
month of love could also be a 
celebration of all loving rela-
tionships. Happy Valentine’s 
Day!

Helpful Tax Filing Tips
Tax season officially started and the Hawaii Depart-

ment of Taxation released helpful tips. “The De-
partment encourages taxpayers to electronically file 

(e-file) tax returns and take precautions to protect them-
selves from fraud,” said Linda Chu Takayama, Director of 
Taxation. “We have provided these tax filing tips to help 
avoid delays and frustration this tax season.”

File early
Start gathering your tax records so that you have enough 

time to obtain all forms and documents needed to accurately file 
your income tax return by the filing deadline, April 22, 2019.

Filing early is the best way to prevent cybercrimi-
nals from stealing your refund. If you have been a victim 
of identity theft, you may enroll in the Department’s ID 
Theft Protection Program by visiting Hawaii Tax Online 
at https://hitax.hawaii.gov. Those enrolled in the program 
will be notified when an income tax return is filed with your 
name and social security number, and you will be asked to 

(continue on page 6)
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Focusing on Healthcare, Well-Being and 
Our Pocketbooks   

espite the old 
saying “Health 
is Wealth,” 
healthcare all 
too often takes 
a back seat to 

rail, education, crime, the 
economy and other hot button 
topics at the State Legislature. 
While issues such as Hawaii’s 
physician shortage are cause 
for concern, the sense of ur-
gency to address our lack of 
doctors may not be as great as 
say, balancing the budget—so 
any legislation to alleviate the 
shortage is usually tabled for 
future discussion.

But perhaps not anymore. 
The time is now to address 
Hawaii’s physician shortage, 
which continues to worsen as 
more doctors reach retirement 
age or leave Hawaii for other 
states where the cost of living 
and running a business are 
much lower. 

To address this shortage 
and other important health-re-

lated issues, I’ve introduced 
the following bills that we 
would be wise to take action 
on during this session: 

House Bill 1463 - Exempts 
health care providers from li-
ability in cases of patients re-
ceiving injury or worsening 
of a health condition while 
awaiting insurer preauthori-
zation for medical services or 
treatment. Currently, certain 
physician-ordered treatments 
or services must be approved 
in advance by the insurer or by 
a medical review service con-
tracted by the insurer before 
the insurer will provide final 
reimbursement or payment.  

However, obtaining pre-
authorization for medical ser-
vices may hamper the ability 
of health care providers to pro-
vide the necessary treatments to 
their patients and may be a con-
tributing factor to the Hawaii’s 
acute physician shortage. 

House Bill 1464 - Re-
quires the State Insurance 
Commissioner to conduct a 
study on capitated payment 
rates in Hawaii that compares 
Hawaii’s reimbursement mod-
el for physicians with other 

states. Primary care physicians 
mostly receive their reimburse-
ment under certain insurance 
plans at a capitated rate of $24 
per-member-per-month which 
does not change regardless of 
how many times a physician 
treats a member per month. 

Based on this rate, a solo 
practitioner must work over 
200 hours per month and care 
for over 1,500 patients to re-
ceive a fair and reasonable in-
come, not including costs for 
overhead, staff, or supplies. 
Additionally, more insurance 
companies are moving away 
from a fee-for-service model 
of reimbursement and towards 
capitated payments. This may 
negatively impact patient care 
by encouraging doctors to see 
fewer patients, discouraging 
them from accepting sickly pa-
tients, or causing them to leave 
for other states with a lower 
cost of living and a higher cap-
itated payment rate. 

HB 1463 and HB 1464 
both go a long way towards 
addressing our doctor short-
age, which according to some 
estimates, could amount to be-
tween 800 to 1,500 physicians 

within the next decade. 
House Bill 1089 - Appro-

priates funds to the State De-
partment of Health for a Pilot 
Program to pay for Hawaii res-
idents to attend medical school 
in the Philippines in exchange 
for a commitment to practice 
medicine in Hawaii after grad-
uation and licensure, particu-
larly in rural and underserved 
areas on the neighbor islands.

It’s imperative to think 
“outside of the box” for ways 
to reduce our physician short-
fall. The State could simply 
hire more faculty or expand 
the facilities at the Universi-
ty of Hawaii’s John A. Burns 
School of Medicine. However, 
HB1089 is a much less expen-
sive alternative that financially 
assists Hawaii residents to at-
tend medical school in a for-
eign nation like the Philippines 
where the cost of education 
and living are lower than in 
Hawaii. 

House Bill 1462 - Ad-
dresses the $12 billion unfund-
ed liability of the Hawaii Em-
ployer-Union Health Benefits 
Trust Fund. HB1462 requires 
the State auditor to study the 
feasibility of providing health 
benefits to state and county 

employees using a self-in-
sured model. It also establish-
es a Rate Stabilization Reserve 
Fund within the Hawaii Em-
ployer-Union Health Benefits 
Trust Fund to help subsidize 
the costs of providing health 
and other benefit plans for ac-
tive employees, retirees and 
beneficiaries.  

Based on my research, 29 
other states have converted to 
a self-insured model which re-
sulted in significant cost sav-
ings. Similarly, if HB1462 is 
passed, the State will save ap-
proximately $500 million per 
year—an amount that could not 
only ease the financial burden 
for taxpayers but also help fund 
much needed state and county 
projects such as the Aloha Sta-
dium development and OCCC 
relocation. Nor will we have 
to lay off workers, raise taxes, 
reduce benefits for state and 
county employees or increase 
employee contributions. 

It’s time to get serious 
about addressing our massive 
health unfunded liability to 
ease the burden on our tax-
payers. If we do not act now, 
our young people and future 
generations will end up being 
burdened with this obligation.

D
By Rep. Romy M. Cachola

verify that you filed the tax 
return. 

File electronically
Compared to paper fil-

ing, e-filing improves accu-
racy, provides verification 
that your tax return was 
filed and processes fast-
er so that tax refunds are 
delivered to you quicker. 
There are now more ways 
than ever to conveniently 
e-file your return. In addi-

(HW-2s and W2s), and sign-
ing your return. 

Check Your Refund Status
You may check the sta-

tus of your refund online 
9-12 weeks after you filed 
your tax return.  Visit the 
Department’s website at 
http://tax.hawaii.gov and 
click on “Check Your In-
come Tax Refund Status.” 
You will need your Social 
Security Number or Indi-

vidual Taxpayer Identifica-
tion Number and the exact 
refund amount claimed as 
shown on your tax return. 

For More Help
If you unable to resolve 

an issue after reading form 
instructions and searching 
the Department website, 
Taxpayer Services agents 
are available by phone at 
(808) 587-4242  Monday – 
Friday, 7:45am to 4:00pm. 

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

FALEA Celebrates 25th Anniversary
The Filipino American 

League of Engineers 
and Architects (FALEA) 

held its 25th Anniversary cele-
bration at the Pomaikai Ball-
rooms at Dole Cannery late 
last year. Eleven scholarships 
were handed out and the new 
officers and directors installed 
during the celebration.

Gov. David Ige was hon-
ored as an “Outstanding Pub-

lic Official” and inducted as a 
honorary member of FALEA.

FALEA was established 
in 1993 by Juny Laputt, Paul 
Lucero and Vergel Del Rosa-
rio. They are three Filipino 
engineers who felt the need to 
organize a group that would 
give Filipinos a better chance 
at success in the profession-
al licensing process and pro-
mote its member’s image and 

reputation. 
Since its inception, it has 

evolved into a very active tight-
ly knit group with focus on pro-
viding programs for continuing 
education and training needed 
to meet the requirements to 
practice in Hawaii. 

FALEA is a group of pro-
fessionals with an extensive 
network of engineers, archi-
tects, surveyors, contractors 

and allied professions from 
Oahu and the neighbor islands. 
Although its membership is 
composed mainly of Filipinos, 
it is open to professionals of 
other ethnic backgrounds. 

It has more than 300 

members and keeps growing. 
FALEA is a member of the Ha-
waii Council of Engineering So-
cieties.  It is a non-profit organi-
zation. Visit www.falea.org for 
information on the group’s ac-
tivities or to become a member.

tion to the many fee-based 
commercial tax preparation 
software, taxpayers can also 
file for free directly with the 
Department using Hawaii 
Tax Online at  https://hitax.
hawaii.gov. 

Use direct deposit
Using direct deposit is 

the quickest and safest way 
to receive your refund. Pro-
cessing times are longer for 
taxpayers who choose to re-

ceive their refunds by check.

Check for accuracy and er-
rors 

Avoid processing delays, 
adjustments to your return 
and additional correspon-
dence from the Department 
by making sure all social 
security numbers are cor-
rect, the appropriate filing 
status is selected, attaching 
required forms and your em-
ployee earning statements 

(HELPFUL TAX FILING TIPS....from page 5)
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel S. Tipon

Giving False Testimony to Obtain
Immigration Benefits Bars Naturalization 

n immigration 
officer, hell-bent 
in denying an ap-
plication for nat-
uralization, will 
always find some-

thing in the applicant’s distant 
past to nail down the applicant. 
For instance, the applicant might 
have said at the U.S. Consulate 
in Manila that he studied at U.P. 
[giving the impression that it 
is the University of the Philip-
pines]. Later when the appli-
cant applies for naturalization, 
the officer might say: “Aha, We 
found out you did not go to the 
University of the Philippines but 
to the University of Pinatubo. 
You gave false testimony. You 
have not established that you are 
a person of good moral charac-
ter, therefore, you are ineligible 
for naturalization at this time.” 

THE LAW 
INA Section 316(a)(3) pro-

vides: “No person . . . shall be 
naturalized, unless such appli-
cant, . . . (3) during all the peri-
ods referred to in this subsection 
has been and still is a person of 
good moral character. . . “

INA Section 101(f)(6) pro-
vides: “For the purposes of this 
Act - No person shall be regard-
ed as, or found to be, a person 
of good moral character who, 
during the period for which 
good moral character is required 
to be established, is or was—

(6) one who has given false 
testimony for the purpose of ob-
taining any benefits under this 
Act; . . . 

The Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) at 8 CFR 
316.10(a)(2)(b)(2)(vi) provides: 

“(2) An applicant shall be 
found to lack good moral char-
acter if during the statutory peri-
od the applicant: . . .

(vi) Has given false testi-
mony to obtain any benefit from 
the Act, if the testimony was 
made under oath or affirmation 
and with an intent to obtain an 
immigration benefit;”

BURDEN AND STANDARD OF 
PROOF  

The Applicant has the 

burden of proof to establish 
good moral character. See INA 
Section 316; 8 CFR Section 
316.2(1). 

The U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services has the 
burden of proof to establish that 
the Applicant has given false tes-
timony to obtain an immigration 
benefit. “The burden of proof is 
upon him who affirms – not on 
him who denies,”  (“Affirmati 
non neganti incumbit proba-
tio.”). https://definitions.uslegal.
com/a/affirmati-non-neganti-in-
cumbit-probatio/ 

According to the Adjudi-
cator’s Field Manual (AFM), 
discussing INA Section 212(a)
(6)(C)(i) [making misrepresen-
tation to obtain a benefit is inad-
missible]: 

“There must be some evi-
dentiary basis for a USCIS con-
clusion that an alien is inadmis-
sible under section 212(a)(6)(C)
(i) of the Act. See INS v. Elias-
Zacarias, 502 U.S. 478 (1992) 
(Agency factfinding must be 
accepted, if the evidence would 
permit a reasonable factfinder 
to make the findings [“prepon-
derance of the evidence” – stan-
dard]).” 

It is “the government’s bur-
den to prove the fraud charge 
with clear and convincing evi-
dence that [the alien] willfully 
concealed or misrepresented a 
material fact and that her mis-
representation resulted in her 
obtaining her visa.” Atunnise v. 
Mukasey, 523 F.3d 830 (7th Cir. 
2008). 

ELEMENTS OF GIVING FALSE TESTI-
MONY 

The following are the ele-
ments of giving false testimony: 

(1)  The “testimony” must 
be oral. False statements in a 
written application and falsified 
documents do not constitute 
“testimony”.

(2) The oral statement must 
be made under oath. 

(3)  The testimony given 
must be false. 

(4)  The testimony must 
be made with knowledge of 
its falsity. The term “knowing-
ly” means “in full awareness 
or consciousness; deliberate-
ly.” https://www.google.com/
search?client=firefox-b-1&q=-
knowingly  

(5)  The falsehood was 
willfully made. The term “will-
fully” means “with the inten-
tion of causing harm; delib-
erately” and “with a stubborn 
and determined intention to do 
as one wants, regardless of the 
consequences.”  https://www.
google.com/search?client=fire-
fox-b-1&q=willfully 

(6)  The falsehood was 
made with intent to deceive. 

(7)  The giving of the false 
testimony must have been made 
to induce the official to act. “We 
do not believe that there has 
been a willful misrepresentation 
of a material fact, because we 
fail to find that the misrepresen-
tation was made for the purpose 
of inducing the consul to issue 
a visa.” Matter of G-G, 7 I&N 
Dec. 161 (BIA 1956).

(8)   The falsehood must 
have been believed and acted 
upon by the officer or party de-
ceived to his disadvantage. 

(9) There must be a sub-
jective intent on the part of the 
applicant that in providing the 
false testimony it was for the 
purpose of obtaining an immi-
gration benefit. False testimony 
for any other reason does not 
preclude an applicant from es-
tablishing good moral character. 

(10)   The falsehood 
must be of a material fact.  Sec-
tion 101(f)(6) “applies only to 
false testimony concerning ma-
terial facts.” United States v. 
Sheshtawy, 714 F.2d 1038 (10th 
Cir. 1983). 

The test of materiality was 
set forth by the Supreme Court 
in Maslenjak v. United States, 
No. 16-309, June 22, 2017, 582 
U.S. ____ (2017):

The question was “whether 
“a naturalized American citizen 

A
can be stripped of her citi¬zen-
ship in a criminal proceeding 
based on an immaterial false 
statement.” Pet. for Cert. i. The 
answer to that question is “no.” 
Although the relevant criminal 
statute, 18 U. S. C. §1425(a), 
does not expressly refer to the 
con¬cept of materiality, the crit-
ical statutory language effec¬-
tively requires proof of mate-
riality in a case involving false 
statements. The statute makes 
it a crime for a person to “pro-
cure” naturalization “contrary 
to law.” In false state¬ment cas-
es, then, the statute essentially 
imposes the familiar material-
ity requirement that applies in 
other contexts. That is, a per-
son violates the statute by pro-
cur¬ing naturalization through 
an illegal false statement which 
has a “natural tendency to in-
fluence” the outcome—that is, 
the obtaining of naturalization. 
Kungys v. United States, 485 U. 
S. 759, 772 (1988).” 

“For a fact to be “material,” 
the government must “show by 
`clear, unequivocal, and con-
vincing’ evidence either (1) that 
facts were suppressed which, if 
known, would have warranted 
denial of citizenship or (2) that 
their disclosure might have been 
useful in an investigation possi-
bly leading to the discovery of 
other facts warranting denial of 
citizenship.” See United States 
v. Sheshtawy, 714 F.2d 1038 
(10th Cir. 1983). 

Thus, if the applicant had 
fully disclosed that he went to 
the University of Pinatubo in-
stead of simply stating “U.P.” 
would the consul have denied 
him an immigrant visa? No 
because where an applicant 
studied is not material in deter-

mining whether the applicant is 
eligible for an immigrant visa. 

All of the above-mentioned 
elements must be established. 

See USCIS Policy Manu-
al Vol 12, Part F Good Moral 
Character, Chapter 5;  

Adjudicator’s Field Manual 
(AFM), Section 212(a)(6)(C); 
Matter of G-G, 7 I&N Dec. 161 
(BIA 1956); United States v. 
Sheshtawy, 714 F.2d 1038 (10th 
Cir. 1983); Parlak v. Holder, 
578 F.3d 457, 464-65 (6th Cir. 
2009).

ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws 
degree from Yale Law School and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines. His current 
practice focuses on immigration law 
and appellate criminal defense. He 
writes law books for the world’s larg-
est law book publishing company and 
writes legal articles for newspapers. 
Listen to The Tipon Report which he co-
hosts with son Noel, the senior partner 
of the Bilecki & Tipon Law Firm. It is 
the most witty, interesting, and useful 
radio program in Hawaii. KNDI 1270 
AM band every Thursday at 7:30 a.m.  
Atty. Tipon served as a U.S. Immigration 
Officer. He co-authored the best-seller 
“Immigration Law Service, 1st ed.,” 
an 8-volume practice guide for immi-
gration officers and lawyers. Atty. Tipon 
has personally experienced the entire 
immigration process. He first came to 
the United States on a student/ exchange 
visitor visa to study at Yale. He returned 
to the Philippines to resume practicing 
law. He came again to the United States 
on a non-immigrant work visa to write 
law books, adjusted his status to that of a 
lawful permanent resident, and became 
a naturalized citizen. Atty. Tipon was 
born in Laoag City, Philippines. Tel. 
(808) 800-7856. Cell Phone (808) 225-
2645.  E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.com. 
Websites: https://www.hawaiimmigra-
tionattorney.com , https://www.hawaiin-
mmigrationattorney.com ,
www.bileckilawgroup.com. This arti-
cle is a general overview of the subject 
matter discussed and is not intended 
as legal advice. No attorney-client re-
lationship is established between the 
writer and readers relying upon the 
contents of this article.
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PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

obert F. Kennedy 
once said, “The 
purpose of life 
is to contribute 
in some way to 
making things 

better.”  This is what a Filipi-
no radiographer in the United 
Kingdom is trying to accom-
plish. 

Apollo Exconde, who 
grew up in a family of doc-
tors, was inspired to become a 
medical practitioner. The field 
of Radiography and the vast 
opportunities that came with it 
was introduced to him by his 
late mother, Lily Exconde. He 
has now been working in the 
UK for nearly five years as a 
Senior Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) Radiographer 
with Inhealth-Croydon MRI 
Unit. 

MRI is a test, a scanning 
technique that uses power-
ful magnets and radio waves 
to capture detailed images of 
the human body. It is a very 
important technology in diag-
nosing diseases. Important and 
helpful as it is, not everyone 
has the courage to go through 
it. 

“Seeing how the kids, 
claustrophobic and scanxious 
(scan anxious) patients strug-
gle. If patients don’t succeed 
getting through the MRI scan, 
it’s such a devastating sight 
that makes me sad. Some of 
my patients even tell me: ‘I 
cannot do this, this is just im-
possible, I was not informed!’ 
-- which always crushes my 
heart, leaving me disturbed 
even after work. 

“It is from these patients’ 
comments, I started asking 
myself, what can I do to help 
them? If I could create, add, or 
change something that might 
help them to allay their wor-
ries,” said Exconde. 

His compassion for his 
patients inspired him to cre-
ate something that would help 
those afraid to go through con-
ventional MRI. 

Exconde thought of a bril-
liant idea: the Lego Open MRI. 
Yes, MRI made of Lego. 

“InHealth – Croydon MRI 
unit houses 3 MRI machines 
and one of which is the open 

MRI. The site boasts unpar-
alleled high rates of success 
helping claustrophobic pa-
tients get through their scan.

“In addition to our holistic 
approach techniques, my ini-
tial aim was to show the Lego 
open MRI while I am explain-
ing what will happen during 
the procedure. Positioning and 
how far the head will go inside 
is imperative information to 
the patient.”

What is the long-term benefit 
of the Lego Open MRI? 

According to Exconde, “a 
patient will usually be referred 

to open MRI after they’ve re-
fused to go to the convention-
al type. The presence of Lego 
open MRI once it becomes a 
reality and widely available 

will lessen the anxiety of pa-
tients from the point of refer-
ral to the day of appointment 
as it will reassure them that the 
machine that they will be us-
ing will be spacious and have 
an unobstructed view.

“This will also be used in 
conjunction with the current 
holistic technique radiogra-
phers use to provide each pa-
tient a better and unique expe-
rience far from what they have 
had.”

But how will this excellent 
concept become a reality? The 
Lego Open MRI will only be 
produced once it gets the 10k 
support and has passed the 
Lego Review. He has been giv-

en one year to get 1k support, 
then an extended 6 months to 
reach 5k and 6 months more 
until reaching the required 
10k.

The challenge he is facing 
right now is how to get this 
concept across to everyone 
around the globe. He is trying 
to reach and ask as many peo-
ple he can, starting from social 
media, friends, colleagues’ 
relatives and family.  But he 
is hopeful that the Lego Open 
MRI will not just remain a 
concept but will become a re-
ality. 

Here are the steps to give 
our support to Mr. Apollo Ex-

R
LEGO OPEN MRI: A Filipino’s Dream to Make It A Reality
By Seneca Moraleda-Puguan

(continue on page 10)

Apollo Exconde (extreme right)
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AS I SEE IT

Are There Words Between the Lines? 

here is a pop-
ular idiomat-
ic expression 
which says: 
“Read between 
the lines!” 

They may not have words 
in between… literally, but 
the phrase may suggest that 
there are missing words or 
ideas that were actually hid-
den in vanishing ink or oth-
erwise concealed between 
obvious oral discourse.

In one of my classes in 
investigative reporting and 
also in creative writing, I 
always mention to my stu-
dents that they need to be 
creative, innovative, ana-
lytic, and must know “how 
to read between the lines”. 
Then one of my students 
stood up and said: “But sir, 
there are no words between 

the lines!” 
Technically, yes, there 

are no words between the 
lines but somehow there are 
hidden meanings in the sen-
tence or expression. We need 
to educate our students, or 
everyone, to understand the 
intent of the sender/author 
of the message. This early 
method of transmitting writ-
ten coded messages, to my 
knowledge, has evolved and 
has come to contemporary 
times to be associated with 
finding meaning or evaluat-
ing meaning in a text or oral 
discussion that is not obvi-
ous in a superficially done 
manner. Well, I think this id-
iom applies to both written 
and oral or verbal communi-
cations where one must read 
between the lines or expres-
sion to better understand 
what’s being relayed to the 
receiver of the message that 
is coming from the sender. 

In my Language Arts/
Reading class, I always re-
mind students we need to 
try to understand someone’s 

real feelings or intentions 
from what they say or write. 
In short, we need to infer or 
figure out the real or hidden 
meaning behind the shallow 
surface of the word.  We 
need to understand what is 
meant by something that is 
not written or said clearly 
or openly. After listening/
evaluating to what she or he 
said, you can begin to see 
what she or he really intends 
to convey. Don’t believe ev-
erything you read literally, 
hook and sinker! Learn to 
read between the lines!

There are many ways 
or methods how to read be-
tween the lines, according 
to Wikihow.com. The most 
important thing, however, is 
that in analyzing what peo-
ple say or write, you need 
to listen carefully. Listen-
ing closely to what people 
say or write is essential to 
reading between the lines, 
the website emphasized.  
Some good listening tech-
niques include smiling and 
nodding to show you are  

paying attention; using neu-
tral statements to encourage  
the person to keep talking, 
such as “yes,” “I see,” and 
“go on”; or rephrasing what 
the person has just said to 
ensure that you have under-
stood them.

A n o t h e r  t e c h n i q u e 
which most reporters do, is 
take notes so that you can an-
alyze them later. This might 
be time-consuming but tak-
ing notes on what someone 
says will allow you to return 
to the information later and 
analyze it. Write down any-
thing that seems important 
or that you’d like to come 
back to. 

This is important: No-
tice what the person does 
not say! What the person 
leaves out may be important 
as what they include. After 
the conversation, consider 
whether they left out any-
thing that you think is im-
portant. For example, if a 
co-worker avoided talking 
about their progress on a 
special project, then they 

might be struggling with 
the project. 

Don’t forget to ask for 
clarity. After the conversa-
tion, it is fine to ask the per-
son about anything that was 
unclear to you. Be honest if 
you don’t understand some-
thing or if you want more 
information about some-
thing they said. 

Same thing in written 
language: you need to ana-
lyze the wordings and figure 
out what the writer wants to 
convey based on the facts or 
details of the story. Try to 
connect the sentences and 
check on possible mean-
ings in between. You need 
to read carefully and under-
stand the verbiage in order 
to read between the lines. 

Also, find out what the 
writer does not include and 
exclude in the sentences. 
There are things in between 
the author would like to say. 

So, whether it is written 
or verbal, we need to under-
stand how to read between 

By Elpidio R. Estioko

T

(continue on page 11)

conde so he can see the fulfill-
ment of his dream of a Lego 
Open MRI.  
1. Google Lego open MRI
2. Click the link & click sup-

port
3. Click sign in & click don’t 

have a Lego account?
4. Type your details. Tick 

‘accept terms and condi-
tions’, click next

5. Check your email for code
6. Enter the code, click next 

& close
8. Tick I hereby accept & 

agree
9.  Refresh email look for 

“Lego Ideas – Confirm 
your activation,”open it 
& click activate your ac-
count

10.  Lego.com needs YOUR 
help! Click NO another 
time or YES

11.  Click magnifying glass & 
type OPEN MRI

12. Click OPEN MRI and 
click support

He appeals, “By sharing 

the link, my posts or hashtags 
then it gets spread sporadical-
ly as for every cast of support, 
gets us closer to helping by 
building confidence, one Lego 
brick at a time, and it also 
raises the awareness of claus-
trophobia and scan related 
anxiety. I hope that the world 
will help me to help those who 
cannot.”

Let’s cast our support for 
the Lego Open MRI and invite 
our friends to do the same.  To-
gether with Apollo Exconde, 
let’s make things better.  

(PERSONAL REFLECTIONS: LEGO OPEN MRI....from page 9)

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Raising Minimum Wage to be Taken up at the Legislature
Bills to raise the min-

imum wage will be 
taken up at the Hawaii 

State Legislature this session, 
SB1248, SB789, and HB1191 
HD1.

The House Committee 
on Labor & Public Employ-
ment passed HB1191 HD1 to 
increase Hawaii’s minimum 
wage on a gradual basis be-
ginning on January 1, 2020 
through 2024, with smaller 
wage increases for employees 

receiving employer-sponsored 
health insurance to incentiv-
ize employers to continue to 
provide that benefit. The bill 
advances to the House Com-
mittee on Finance.

“The bill balances the real 
need of lower-wage workers 
to keep up with Hawaii’s high 
cost of living and small busi-
nesses’ ability to continue do-
ing business amidst the signifi-
cant burdens imposed on them 
by the state,” said Represen-

tative Aaron Ling Johanson, 
Chair of the Committee on 
Labor & Public Employment. 
“The bill improves the wages 
of those who are most vulner-
able with less risk of compro-
mising those same employees’ 
health insurance currently paid 
for by the employer.” 

SB1248 aims to increase 
the minimum wage to $15 by 
2024; SB789 increases it to 
$12 by 2022. The first hear-
ings took place in the Senate 

Labor Committee led by Chair 
Brian Taniguchi.

The state’s current mini-
mum wage is $10.10. At this 
rate, a full-time employees is 
estimated to take home $21,000 
a year. The last step the Legis-
lature had taken on raising the 
minimum wage was in 2014.

Supporters of the bills say 
$10.10 is not a living wage in 
Hawaii where the state con-
sistently ranks in the top five 
among the states with the high-
est cost of living.

According to data from the 
Hawaii Department of Busi-
ness, Economic Development 
& Tourism, the self-sufficien-
cy income standard for a single 
adult with no children in 2016 
was nearly $33,000 per year, 
or $15.84 per year. 

The self-sufficiency wage 
for that same adult rises to 
$27.00 per hours with the ad-
dition of one child.

Opposition
The Chamber of Com-

merce of Hawaii submitted 

testimony against increasing 
the minimum wage and asked 
lawmakers to consider the im-
pact these bills would have on 
local businesses’ ability to con-
tinue to create jobs, survive in 
a high cost of living state and 
pay for benefits currently of-
fered to employees.

The testimony read, “The 
passage of these bills would 
seriously harm local business-
es, the state economy, job cre-
ation and, potentially, the very 
employees it is trying to help. 

“As a direct result of the 
significant proposed increase 
in the minimum wage, some 
businesses may have to cut 
back hours, reduce benefits 
or limit the hiring of new em-
ployees. Increasing the min-
imum wage will also greatly 
affect job opportunities, es-
pecially for new, unskilled 
workers. In addition to tradi-
tional adult workers changing 
industries, young adult work-
ers also often receive their ini-
tial work experience by start-
ing at unskilled jobs.”
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

By Emil Guillermo

s I write, the 
State of the 
Union Address 
is about to be 
given.

And though 
I have a list of things I want 
Trump to address, I would be 
happy with the truth.

Something like, “I screwed 
up on the government shut-
down. Sorry, all you families 
who rely on government pay-
checks. But guess what, if I 
don’t declare a national emer-
gency, I might have to shut 
down the government again.”

This is why it almost 
doesn’t matter what the pres-
ident says in the State of the 
Union Address.

Chances are it will be 
laden with misstatements 
about duct taped women in 
the trunks of cars being driv-
en across the southern border. 
Or by any number of recycled 
lies among the 8,000 misstate-
ments Trump has unleashed on 
the public since his presidency 
began, according to the Wash-
ington Post.

I would just like to hear 
him recognize people like  my 
furloughed Filipino friend, the 
DC worker who has missed a 
month of paychecks due to the 
temporary government shut-
down.  

My friend is skeptical 
about the temporary nature 
of the shutdown’s end, not to 
mention Donald Trump, and 
the possibility that the worst 
president in U.S. history could 
use it again as a bargaining 
tool.

The Trump Reality Show Presidency 

A

I’ve kept him anonymous 
to both protect him and allow 
for candor. 

He’s bitter about the mis-
use of a shutdown. 

 “The House should pass 
new rules to fix the appropria-
tions process,” my friend who 
left a tenured position in high-
er ed to join a federal agency. 
He said automatic continuing 
resolutions would put an end 
to government shutdowns as a 
negotiating tool.

Agreed. Shutdowns only 
seem to be useful if you like 
shooting yourself in the foot. 
They should be banned from 
the political tool kit. 

During the shutdown, my 
friend was prohibited by law 
from calling fellow furloughed 
workers to talk about the work 
that’s piling up. He couldn’t 
use his government-issued 
laptop or phone. Nor could he 
stop by his office.

But when Trump held his 
Rose Garden news conference 
alone, my friend was only 
mildly elated to see Trump 
blink.

 “We have reached a deal 
to end the shutdown and re-
open the federal government,” 
Trump said to his staff’s ap-
plause, perhaps the only ones 
in Washington compelled to 
celebrate.

What were they celebrat-
ing? Trump got nothing. No 
money for a wall. Nothing.

The Democrats got what 
they wanted: a re-opened gov-
ernment, and continued talks.

And the 800,000 fur-
loughed workers will get back 
pay “quickly,” as Trump prom-
ised. 

But my friend was still 
wary. 

The announced agreement 
only keeps the government 

open until Feb. 15, a window 
of time to try to make a new 
deal.

Essentially, the shutdown 
may be over, but Trump’s eyes 
remain shut.  

He’s still dreaming about 
his wall. 

“So let me be very clear, 
we really have no choice but 
to build a powerful wall or 
steel barrier,” Trump said in 
closing. “If we don’t get a fair 
deal from Congress, the gov-
ernment will either shut down 
on Feb. 15 again or I will use 
the powers afforded me under 
the laws and the Constitution 
of the United States to address 
this emergency.”

There’s the threat. After 
the longest shutdown in histo-
ry could come Shutdown: The 
Sequel. And if not a shutdown, 
Trump’s still thinking of by-
passing Congress and getting 
his wall money by his own re-
gal  signature.  

“This was an (effing) 
waste of time,” my friend told 
me.  “Imagine all the stress (of 
all us federal workers) of not 
being able to provide for your 
family. It’s all on Trump.”

What about all those peo-
ple cheering at the Rose Gar-
den?

“Even in defeat, you got 

to call it a victory,” he said. 
“That’s the MO of entitled, 
mediocre white males: you 
never lose.”

The irony is the deal that’s 
on the table now is the same 
one that was there in Decem-
ber, that Trump had agreed to, 
but then changed his mind af-
ter right-wing pundits declared 
his presidency would be over 
if he gave in on the wall.

Trump didn’t know what 
to do but cave to the right.

Bad move. 
Shutting down the govern-

ment and holding out for a wall 
created even greater security 
concerns from air traffic, to 
food safety, to unpaid military 
and law enforcement. Unpaid 
FBI agents had to arrest Trump 
campaign advisor Roger Stone 
on Friday. I’m sure that gave 
Trump a little push to change 
the narrative by reopening 

government. All that and the 
poll results showing that the 
public was blaming him for the 
shutdown.

Add it all up and you get 
the Rose Garden performance, 
when Trump caved toward the 
left.

 “Trump is weak,” my 
friend said. “He has no idea 
how to govern. If Democrats 
can’t beat him in 2020, this 
country will deserve his sec-
ond term.”

It’s true. Trump blinked. 
Both eyes. And his eyes 
are still shut. It’s like he’s 
bird-boxing the presidency. It 
is when he relies on Fox News 
as his “intel.” 

But can the Democrats and 
Pelosi lead the way and unite 
the country?  We need real 
leadership now. 

A sense of bi-partisan uni-
ty wouldn’t hurt either. 

But I doubt we’ll get that 
from the State of the Union 
Address.

Because the State of the 
Union is in disarray, almost 
every day. 

That’s the state of the 
Trump reality show presiden-
cy.

EMIL GUILLERMO is a veter-
an journalist and commentator. He 
was on the editorial board of the 
Honolulu Advertiser, and a colum-
nist for the Starr-Bulletin. Twitter 
@emilamo

(AS I SEE IT: ARE THERE WORDS....from page 10)

the lines by utilizing the 
suggestions we just men-
tioned. Somehow, this will 
help [you in getting what 
the sender of the message 
would really want to con-
vey. 

This reminds me of au-
thor Shannon L. Alder who 
said: “Intelligence is not 
expecting people to under-

stand what your intent is; it 
is anticipating how it will be 
perceived.” So with Joyce 
Rachelle who expounded 
on this by saying: “There is 
more to hear in what is not 
said.”

I won’t also forget what 
Laurie Buchanan, PhD. once 
said: “One of the bench-
marks of great communica-

tors is their ability to listen 
not just to what’s being said, 
but to what’s not being said 
as well. They listen between 
the lines.” 

So, are there words be-
tween the lines? You bet!

For feedbacks, comments… please 
email the author @ estiokoelpi-
dio@gmail.com.
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By Sheryll Bonilla, Esq.

FEATURE

ACROSS
1. Kiss
5. Athletics
10. Function
14. Killer whale
15. Pole horse
16. Redact
17. Food thickener
18. Bind
19. Leafless East Indian vine
20. Former Senator from Quezon
23. Add to the pot
24. Romantic interlude
25. Limestone landscape
28. Managed
30. Intended
34. Vomiting
36. Grassland
38. Card game with forfeits
39. Use of both eyes
43. Epoch
44. And not
45. Enclose in a case
46. Shady spot
49. Little troublemaker
51. Kind of beam
52. In order

DOWN
1. Constrictor
2. Advocate
3. Large amount
4. Gulfweed
5. Gush
6. Think over
7. Miscellany
8. Dental appliance
9. Fashion
10. Selling of something purchased
11. Aroma
12. Capital of Peru
13. NAIA info
21. Prank
22. Physical education
25. Kabob
26. Mexican friend
27. Extend, in a way
29. Warning device

54. Cambodian currency
56. Something that completes the whole
61. Head of hair
62. Dried plum
63. Make high-pitched, whiney noises
65. Piece of music
66. Irate
67. Palm fruit
68. Entanglement
69. Highly skilled
70. Lady’s man

31. Assumed name
32. Snare
33. Laser printer powder
35. Juliet, to Romeo
37. Hail, to Caesar
40. Hung around
41. Arm of the sea
42. Rascal
47. Catch in a net
48. Sales person
50. Prenuptial agreement
53. Beginning
55. Tactless
56. Mantle
57. Burden
58. Quiet
59. Run
60. Chinese dollar
61. Dad’s lover
64. Lighted

CROSSWORD
by Carlito Lalicon

No. 2

What You Need to Know About Divorce

art Three – The 
Spouses

In an un-
contested di-
vorce, both par-
ties come to an 

agreement as to all the issues 
and how they will fashion the 
complete and final split be-
tween them.  In a contested 
divorce, the easiest matter is 
what name a spouse will use 
after the divorce.  Other ones 
are not so easy.

Name Change
A spouse can choose to 

keep a married name or go 
back to being known by the 
name used before marriage.  

Spousal Support (Alimony)
Alimony is taxable as in-

come to the receiving spouse 
and deductible by the paying 
spouse.  While many spouses 
seek alimony from the other 
spouse, Hawaii law imposes 
a duty of self-sufficiency on 
spouses to bring the marriage 
to a true end.  Spousal support 
is sometimes awarded in cas-
es where the parties are very 
wealthy and one can afford 
to give alimony to the other 
to maintain the marital liv-
ing standard.  It has also been 
awarded where the couple was 
married a very long time with 

the expectation of support for 
the non-working or lower-in-
come spouse – such as a cou-
ple in their 60s who have been 
married since they were in 
their 20s, with the wife staying 
home to raise their children or 
help her husband in his career.  

There are four types of al-
imony.  Temporary alimony 
is support received while the 
divorce is pending before the 
court.  Transitional alimony is 
given for a limited period to the 
lower-income spouse to adjust 
to a lower standard of living af-
ter the divorce.  Rehabilitative 
alimony provides the lower-in-
come spouse with money for 
living expenses while he or she 
acquires skills to re-enter the 
job market or qualify for high-
er paying work.  Permanent 
alimony is given for the rest 
of the life of a less-advantaged 
spouse.  The Family Court does 
not have rules or guidelines 
governing the amount or dura-
tion of alimony.  It will make its 
determination based on the evi-
dence of the circumstances and 
abilities of the parties.

Taxes
The spouses can agree to 

what to do with the tax refunds 
and liabilities, either sharing 
it equally or divvying up who 
gets what and who pays for 
what.  Generally, in the year 
after the decree, each person 

is responsible for any tax lia-
bilities and entitled to refunds 
based on his or her income and 
deductions.  For three years 
after a divorce, the parties are 
generally under the obligation 
to keep each other informed of 
any tax-related communica-
tions he or she receives from 
the IRS or the State or Coun-

ty Tax Departments.  They are 
also obligated to cooperate 
with each other with any audits 
relating to marital returns.  

Division of Assets and Debts
Divorcing couples file two 

financial statements:  the Asset 
and Debt Statement (ADS), 
and the Income and Expense 
Statement (IES).  Each person 
files his or her own IES. They 
can file the ADS separately or 
jointly.

The Asset & Debt shows 
the values of all the assets and 
debts the couple has at the time 
of divorce.  Couples can agree 
on the division of property and 
the division of debt.  If they can-
not agree, Hawaii has a marital 

partnership model that guides 
and limits the property division 
the Family Court can decide.  
In this model, the non-eco-
nomic contributions are also 
deemed valuable.  For exam-
ple, a stay at home parent who 
takes care of the children en-
ables the working parent to be 
in the workforce and preserves 
family finances that would oth-
erwise be spent on child care.  
Hawaii also recognizes and en-
forces agreements made by the 
spouses before and during the 
marriage.   The marital estate 
is broadly defined and includes 
trusts, intellectual property, re-
tirement benefits, as well as the 
more tangible assets such as the 

(Editor’s Note: This is the third of a three-part series.)

P

(continue on page 13)

(Solution will be on the next issue of the Chronicle)
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LEGAL NOTES

Dealing with the NVC When Processing 
Visa Abroad

he National Visa 
Center (NVC) 
was created in 
1994 to cen-
tralize the im-
migration visa 

process and allow the US con-
sular offices around the world 
to concentrate on adjudicating 
visa applications. A visa appli-
cant submits all of the required 
documents to the NVC and 
the NVC will check the com-
pleteness of the documents and 
schedule the interview. The 
NVC does not adjudicate cases 
nor will it answer legal ques-
tions on eligibility of the appli-
cants. All legal questions must 
be referred to the legal team at 
the Department of State (DOS) 
Visa Office in Washington, DC.    

Once the NVC receives an 
approved petition from the US 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS), it will enter 
the case into its system. If visa 
numbers are not yet available 
for the case or not yet “current”, 
the NVC will store the file of 
the case and monitor the prior-

ity dates. When visa numbers 
will forseeably become avail-
able for particular cases within 
a reasonable time or the case is 
current, the NVC will proceed 
with the following steps. 

First, the NVC will send a 
notice to the applicant to choose 
an agent and pay the required 
fees online or by mail. Second, 
the applicant must pay for the 
required fees online and allow 
up to five days for the NVC to 
process the payments made on-
line. If the payment was made 
by mail, the NVC will send 
notice when it has received 
the payment. After processing 
of the payments, then the ap-
plication can proceed. Third, 
the applicant must complete 
and submit the visa application 
form DS-260 online. Fourth, 
the original I-864 Affidavit of 
Support and other financial 
documents must be submitted. 
If the NVC determines that the 
documents are complete, then 
the case will proceed. If not, the 
NVC will not move the case 
forward and send a notice to 
the applicant that certain docu-
ments are missing. It is import-
ant to note that if the applicant 
changes his address at any time 

and especially during the visa 
application process, he must in-
form the NVC immediately by 
mail or online.

Fifth, the applicant will 
then submit photocopies of 
all of the civil documents. 
The applicant will bring the 
originals during the scheduled 
interview. Examples of civil 
documents are birth and mar-
riage certificates and police 
clearance documents. Sixth, 
the applicant must send all of 
the forms, financial documents 
and photocopies of the civ-
il documents in one package 
only to the NVC. If the docu-
ments are not submitted in one 
package, this may cause delays 
in the processing. If the appli-
cant decides to choose e-mail 
processing, then everything 
must be sent electronically and 
not by mail anymore. When 
the NVC determines that the 
case is complete and all of the 
steps have been complied with, 
then it will send the case to 
Post. If it is not complete, the 
NVC will not forward the case 
to Post. However, for cases of 
K-1 fiance(e) visas, orphans 
and refugee cases where the 
NVC does not collect docu-

T

ments, it will send the case 
to Post after basic data entry 
within three business days. If 
a visa is available for the ap-
plicant and his case involves a 
life or death medical emergen-
cy, processing of the case may 
be expedited. The NVC will 
forward the request to expedite 
the case to the Post and the 
Post will make the decision to 
grant or deny the request. 

A visa petition may be ter-
minated if the applicant or his 
attorney fails to communicate 
with the NVC for more than 
one year. If the case is termi-
nated wrongfully, the appli-
cant or his attorney must send 
an e-mail to NVCAttorney@
state.gov and state why the case 
should not have been terminat-
ed. The dates of contact and 
submission of documents and 
other evidence of communica-
tion with the NVC or USCIS 
must be included to overturn 
the termination of the case. 

If the visa becomes avail-
able but the applicant or his 

children might age-out, the 
NVC will pull the case 120 
days in advance of when the 
child will age-out and begin 
expedited processing. 

If the applicant or his at-
torney has any questions for 
the NVC, they may contact the 
NVC via e-mail. If the NVC 
does not respond to the in-
quiry after 8 days or the reply 
of the NVC does not address 
the inquiry, then the applicant 
or his attorney should send a 
follow-up e-mail. If the NVC 
still does not respond or the re-
sponse is again not pertinent to 
the inquiry, then a third e-mail 
should be sent with the subject 
line “Attention PI Supervisor”. 
A supervisor should then re-
spond to this e-mail within 5 to 
7 business days. Another op-
tion is to call the NVC. 

REUBEN  S. SEGURITAN has 
been practicing law for over 30 
years. For further information, 
you may call him at (212) 695 
5281 or log on to his website at 
www.seguritan.com

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

home the family lives in, vehi-
cles, bank accounts, securities, 
life insurance policies, jewelry, 
and all other property owned 
by the spouses.  While spouses 
sometimes keep property titled 
in their name only, if marital 
assets or income were used for 
the upkeep, maintenance (pay-
ment on loans, for example), 
or benefit of the property, the 
court may consider that proper-
ty to be marital and subject to 
division.

The spouses can always 
agree on how to divide their 
debts.  Generally, debts go with 
the property.  If a person takes a 
car, he or she pays the loan on 
that car.  Credit cards in that per-
son’s name usually are paid by 
that person.  Student loans are 
paid by the student.  Home loans 
are extinguished by the sale of 
the home, with the net proceeds 
being split between the spouses.  
If one spouse decides to buy the 
share of the house from the oth-

er spouse, the loan is refinanced 
to be in the acquiring spouse’s 
name.  Spouses are free to de-
cide who pays for what, but if 
they cannot decide, the values 
of the assets and debts will be 
examined by the courts and an 
equitable division ordered.  In 
some cases, the court may order 
an equalization payment if the 
assets and debts cannot be dis-
tributed equitably.

Part Four - Carrying Out the 
Decree

The marriage ends with 
the divorce, but the ex-spous-
es must still tie up loose ends 
by finalizing the end of their 
union with all the third parties 
that recognized their marriage.  
These are some of the matters 
that still have to be handled.  
Remember to ask for at least 
two or more certified copies of 
the decree since the certified 
copy is needed to carry out 
most of these tasks. 

Name Change
A spouse changing his or 

her name must take the certi-
fied copy of the decree to get 
their driver’s license changed 
or name changed with the So-
cial Security Administration.  
Insurance policies (health, life, 
other) may also need to see the 
decree to change the policy 
holder’s name.

Financial Accounts, Loans, 
and Credit Cards

Financial accounts should 
be changed according to the 
division of property in the de-
cree so that each spouse is the 
sole owner of what was award-
ed to him or her, and the oth-
er no longer has access to the 
funds.  This includes stocks, 
bonds, other investments, 
and checking and savings ac-
counts.  Make sure to close out 
all credit card and revolving 
accounts so that either spouse 

(FEATURE: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE....from page 16)

(continue on page 15)
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PHILIPPINE LANGUAGE

(Sagot sa Krosword Blg. 1 | January 26, 2018)

BARO A TAWEN MANEN
Makita kadagiti suli dagiti mata
Kasta met ti suli dagiti bibig
Punganay ti naalumamay a pagilasinan
Rumsua nga isem ti nainkabsatan a pannakilangen.

Ti panagtignay dagiti nasamek a kiday
Ti mangipakita ti aniaman nga iparangarang
Kadagiti kayat nga ibaga ken kayat nga aramiden
Uray awan rumkuas a balikas kadagiti bibig

Umdasen ti itataliaw wenno panagkuti ti mata
A mangsungbat kadagiti balikas ti dila
Ta ti panagtignayna agbalbalikas dagiti kiday
Uray awan rumkuas kadagiti em-ememan a bibig

No awan rumkuas wennno tignay ti bibig
Sandian ti panagtignay dagiti dua a kiday
No awan tignay ti dila nga igunay ti bibig
Agkakamakam a siputan dagiti kiday

Siputan laeng dagiti rumkuan a tignay
Utoben a siaalumamay dagiti maimatangan
Uray awan rumkuas a mangngegan
Agsiput laeng, umdasen a pagkikinnaawatan
 
Amuen a di lumbes dagitoy
No kalikaguman a sitatalged ti ulimek 
Isemam ni Labista a kumitkita
Maawaatam ibagbagana a sitatalna.

DAYASADAS
By Pacita Saludes

Nagaget, Natakneng Ken Mannakigayyem 
Ni Filipino

unada a mangser-
bi, managtulong, 
ken mannaki-
gayyem ni Fili-
pino.  Napakum-
baba ken saan 
a mangindada-

kkel.  Pudno dayta a di laeng 

K

matagtagibassit a kas ti panan-
gipagarup dagiti sabali a puli.  
Kasla matagtaginunomo gapu 
iti dayta a pagarup.

Ti pudno, addaan met ti 
kired ken bileg a makilangen 
ken umarang iti uray ania a 
puli.  Naalumamay ken napa-
kumbaba, ngem addaan met ti 
karit a di maartapan no mari-
knana a matagtagibassit wenno 
mairurumen ti kinataona.  Ta ni 
Pinoy add tiaan met ti naitali-
meng a di laen matagtagibaba 

gapu ti Makita a 
kinaulimek ken 
kinatalna.  Dida 
la ammo a napig-
sa ti dusagda no 
makirit ti riknada 
ken maituredda 
pay ti pumatay.

N i  P i -
noy mannaki-
gayyem, saan a 
napalaguad ken 
managindadak-
kel. Nadayaw 
ken managday-
aw. Ngem nakarit 
no makarit.  Day-
ta ti pud n o .  
Addaan ti galad 
a di matulad ti 

sabali.  Ania dagidiay?  Dagiti 
mangsintir ken managubserbar 
laeng ti makadlaw.

Sintiren dagiti aglawlaw 
a kulpulapol. Adda nadayaw, 
managparbeng, managtulong 
ken naanus, ken adu met ti galad 
a di maawatan no dadduma agla-
lo no madurong ta mariknana 
met ti pannakairurumen.  Dagi-
toy a galad a saan a marikna ma-
nipud kadagiti sabali a puli ken 
no maminsan mangparegget ken 
mangpasaliwanwan ti panunot 
tay maysa a naiyaw-awan. Di 
kadi makalinnnagentayo a na-
pakumbaba ken mannakaawat 
ngem adu dagiti saan a maawatan 
no apay a gamdenda ti managin-
dadakkel.  Kayat kadi dagitoy ti 
mangidasar ti kinabileg tapno 
maartapanda ti sabali?

Adu dagiti wagas a panan-
gipakita a nasinged ken napat-
pateg a panangiparikna ken na-
taltalna a panangipakita a galad 
ti sabali.  Wagas a pamkuatan 
met dagiti naayat a makikadua 
ken mannakigayyem.  Ti rik-
na ken nasinged a kababalin ti 
mangiyasideg ti nasaysayaat a 
pannakikadua kadagiti kapul-
pulapol.  Dagita a galad ti akuen 
ken aramiden tapno mapasinged 
ti nasaysayaat a panagkakadua 
ken panagkakabsat.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
CAREGIVER NEEDED FOR IMMEDIATE JOB
I am offering  25$ per Hour for 4-5 hours daily 
for a Dementia Father.
Applicants should email their Resume and 
Reference (talk2amanda75@gmail.com)

PART TIME CASHIER, FULL TIME CASHIER, 
FULL TIME COOK 
WAIMANALO L&L – Now Hiring ASAP
Medical Provided for Full Time Employees
Please Contact Fanny at 808-386-6898 for 
more details

HELP WANTED  FOR CLEANING COMPANY 
Legendary Cleaners pay depends on years of 
experience. Must be reliable, prompt and not 
afraid of hard work.  Experience a plus. Willing 
to train. Contact John Kim 808 392-5597

BECOME A FRANCHISEE fast pace cleaning 
company legendary cleaners with over
16 years in business. Franchise fee 15706.80.
10 year contract. Contact John Kim 808 392-
5597 

HIE HOLDINGS INC. 
HIRING FT CDL B DRIVERS
Must have CDL license with air brakes
endorsement, current DOT physical & 
DOT driver history record.
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

HAWAIIAN ISLES WATER 
HIRING PRODUCTION WORKERS
Must be able to perform/operate machinery 
and forklift in a warehouse setting.
Requires lifting up to 50 lbs.  
Must have transportation to work site
(no bus service nearby).
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

CLASSIFIED ADS

MAINLAND NEWS

FEATURE

cannot add to the debt with post-di-
vorce charges or borrowing. Make 
sure all loans are refinanced so that the 
spouse taking the debt is the only one 
responsible and the spouse who is not 
liable for the debt is removed from the 
loan or credit card.  

Transfers of Ownership
Make sure that all transfers of 

property, especially those relating to 
those debts are done: insurance poli-
cies, the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles, financial institutions and stock 
brokerages, and so forth.

Estate Planning
A divorce nullifies any provision 

in a will or trust that relates to that 
spouse, so the gift of property has to 
be given to someone else.  Most mar-
ried couples name the other spouse 
as his or her personal representative 
or successor trustee.  Wills and trusts 
must be updated with new persons 
designated as personal representative 
or successor trustee, and new benefi-
ciaries named to receive the property.

Most married couples also name 
the other as their agent in a power 
of attorney or advance directive for 
health care.  Couples having these 
documents should revoke them and 
replace them with updated ones desig-
nating new agents.  If there are copies 
left at financial institutions or doctor’s 
offices, the old documents should be 
retrieved and replaced with updated 
documents.

Business Registration
If the spouses divide the business 

as part of their divorce, and one spouse 
is taken off the business, he or she may 

at the house because after a divorce, 
each spouse now owns one-half.  
Most divorce lawyers do not pre-
pare deeds, and spouses must find 
another lawyer to do one if their di-
vorce lawyers don’t.

Retirement Pay
Most people believe that the 

decree automatically divides the 
retirement pay.  It does not be-
cause divorces are between the two 
spouses, and the retirement plan 
is not a party to the divorce, so is 
not subject to the decree.  Sepa-
rate orders have to be prepared to 
accomplish this.  While there are 
divorce lawyers who prepare this 
separate division order, many law-
yers do not.  Retirement pay orders 
are called by different names de-
pending on the type of retirement.  
Thrift Savings Plans are covered 
by Retirement Benefits Court Or-
ders.  Military and federal plans are 
covered by Court Orders Accept-
able for Processing.  Pensions and 
annuities are covered by Qualified 
Domestic Relations Orders.  The 
language for each type is specific 
to the type of order and for private 
plans, even to the specific compa-
ny’s plan administrator.  

It is highly recommended that 
while the divorce is pending, the 
retirement orders be prepared so 
that these are signed concurrently 
with the decree. Private retirement 
plans must approve an order be-
fore a judge signs it.  Having the 
orders drafted while the divorce 
is pending helps so that these are 
ready to be signed at the same 
time as the decree.  While divorc-
ing parties don’t want to spend 

Sen. Schatz Seeks to Protect Workers’ Credit 
Scores Affected by Shutdown

want to make sure that his or her 
name is removed from business 
registrations and business bank 
accounts.  In case the business 
takes an economic nosedive or is 
sued for any reason, the innocent 
spouse who is no longer involved 
in operating the business could find 
him- or herself named in a lawsuit 
or have their property attached to 
pay business debts.  Extricating 
one’s self from a later lawsuit can 
be costly, so it is cheaper to handle 
the administrative tasks soon after 
the divorce for that clean break.

Deed 
Usually a marital residence is 

sold and the net sale proceeds are 
divided between the spouses.  If a 
spouse wants to continue living in 
the house and can afford to buy out 
the other’s share, a deed conveying 
one’s share to the other has to be 
prepared, signed by both spouses, 
and recorded at the Bureau of Con-
veyances.  Otherwise both remain 
as owners of the property.  Hus-
bands and wives usually own their 
homes as tenants by the entirety 
(TBE), which is a special category 
of ownership with special protec-
tions. Under tenants by the entirety 
ownership, the property is protected 
so that it is only subject to collec-
tion for debts in the names of both 
spouses, that is, the mortgage, home 
equity loans, and taxes.  Divorce 
severs that tenancy and changes it 
to tenants in common status.  The 
loss of TBE protection makes the 
property open to risk that creditors 
of one spouse now can sue that ex-
spouse to collect on a debt and get 

FILIPINO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF HAWAII 
(FCCH) FILIPINO ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR | 
March 23, 2019; 6 PM | Ala Moana Hibiscus Ballroom l For 
more details call: Rose Galanto- 688-4458, Vanessa Tan 
Kop - 441-0509

OAHU FILIPINO COMMUNITY COUNCIL (OFCC) 
PRESENTS THE MISS OAHU FILIPINA 2019 | June 1, 
2019; 6 PM | Marriot Waikiki Beach Resort l For more de-

tails call: Calvin Bagaoisan- 266-4334, Maricelle Redo-
na-295-5233, Raymond Sebastian - 799-6080

FILIPINO NURSES ORGANIZATION OF HAWAII 
(FNOH) EXCELLENCE IN NURSING AWARDS | August 
10, 2019; 6 PM | Hilton Hawaiian Village Resorts Coral Ball-
room l For more details call: Lolita Echauz Ching- 387-
7635, Luanne Long- 754-0594

(FEATURE: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE....from page 17)

even more money getting the order done, it is 
often harder to get the order signed after the 
divorce is over.  It is cleaner and more efficient 
to simply get the order done at the same time 
as the decree. 

Remarriage is a big reason to have the 
order signed at the same time as the decree.  
The next spouse acquires rights in the retire-
ment benefits, so that even if the benefits were 
divided by the decree, the retirement plan 
administrator may require the next spouse 
to sign off of benefits for the former spouse.  
Death is another reason.  A plan administrator 
may not honor benefits awarded to a former 
spouse if an order is not in place while the 
employee is still alive.  Waiting a long time 
after the divorce also gives the spouses an-
other chance to stick it to each other through 
non-cooperation in signing the order.  If the 
order is signed at the same time as the decree, 
it gives the spouses a clean break and finality.  
It is more prudent to spend that extra money to 
get the order prepared and signed concurrent 
with the decree.

U.S. Senator Brian Schatz 
and seven senators called 
on the three credit report-

ing agencies – Equifax, Experian, 
and TransUnion – to protect federal 
employees and contractors from any 
damage the Trump shutdown may 
have done to their credit.

“Workers’ credit reports and 
scores should not be ruined for rea-
sons entirely outside of their con-
trol.  We hope that your companies 
will take this opportunity to correct 
information related to the people 
impacted by the shutdown as soon 
as possible,” the senators wrote. 

The senators underscored how 
negative information on these 
workers’ credit reports could hurt 
their credit scores, potentially mak-
ing it more difficult for them to get 
loans, employment, or housing. At 
35 days, the Trump shutdown was 
the longest in history and hurt more 
than 800,000 federal workers and 
thousands of federal contractors 
across the country.
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