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EDITORIALS
any of us in the Filipino com-
munity depend on Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Securi-
ty as millions of other mid-
dle-class, senior, disabled 
and struggling Americans. 

It’s always big news for our community when 
we hear of potential changes to any one of 
these popular safety net programs. When Pres-
ident Donald Trump announced he wants cuts to all three -- Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Social Security -- our alarmist instincts kicked 
in and we had to get the details behind his proposal.

For our cover story this issue, associate editor Edwin Quina-
bo examines the president’s 2020 Budget that calls for cuts of 
$1.5 trillion from Medicaid, $845 billion from Medicare, and 
$25 billion from Social Security. There is no way of avoiding the 
fact that this is a partisan issue, no matter how we in the news 
business try to remain neutral. The bottom line is Trump and 
Republicans are in favor of cuts; while Democrats are against 
it. In the article, get the details on the president’s budget recom-
mendations to each of these programs, concerns some members 
in our community have expressed, and the political fallout from 
this proposal which is bound to carry into the 2020 elections. 
Congress ultimately will decide the fate of funding for all three 
social programs. We are often distracted by inflammatory news 
in the mainstream media that do not really affect our community. 
These safety net programs certainly do and we hope our commu-
nity stays informed on where our leaders stand on all three.

Also in this issue, as the graduation season fast approaches, 
HFC contributor Matthew Mettias writes “Hawaii High School 
Seniors: College Choice Month.” It’s an exciting time for senior 
high school students as they get their college acceptance letters. 
Their hard work over the years will pay off for some who get 
into the college of their choice. But as Punahou School college 
counselor Myron Arakawa explains in the article, the prestige 
of the school a student gets accepted to shouldn’t be an over-
riding factor. “If students define themselves by where they were 
accepted, then that’s a pretty narrow value of the importance of 
self,” he said. Congratulations to all our Hawaii high school and 
college graduates, as well as to their parents, teachers, and coun-
selors. To students -- continue working hard and chasing after 
your dreams. 

For our feature this issue, HFC contributor Melissa Martin, 
PhD, submits “Spring and Summer Safety for Kids.” As warmer 
weather approaches, kids and teens are spending more time out-
doors. Parents should be aware that there are potential dangers 
that are often overlooked. For example, more than 17,000 chil-
dren and teens are treated for lawn mower injuries (75 die) each 
year, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics. Or that 
1,000 children die each year from drowning. Martin gives some 
helpful tips we can all be mindful of to protect our families.

Lastly, in our news sections, Maui Filipino Chamber of 
Commerce is accepting nominations for its 2019 Gintong Pama-
na Leadership Awards. The Maui Chamber’s Foundation is also 
accepting applications for its scholarship programs. There is a 
Legislative Update on some of the bills that survived the State 
Legislature’s second crossover. We are at the tail-end of this ses-
sion. Be sure to contact your state representative on any surviv-
ing bills you are passionate about.

One final reminder: be sure to attend the Bayanihan Clinic 
Without Walls and Hawaii Filipino Healthcare’s Molokai Com-
munity Health Fair on May 4-5, 2019 at the Mitchell Pauole 
Community Center in Kaunakakai. There will be free health 
screenings and consultations.

Thank you to the Filipino community for your continued 
support. We encourage Filipino clubs, professional associa-
tions, civic groups and cultural organizations to send us news 
of your upcoming events. We are online and maintain a com-
munity calendar so that your events can receive maximum ex-
posure. Until next time, warmest Aloha and Mabuhay!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

ive corporations and billionaires trillions in tax 
breaks but to help make up for loss revenues to the 
U.S. treasury, let’s take away from safety net pro-
grams that benefit the middle class, seniors, poor 
and disabled. 

This is the twisted modus operandi President 
Donald Trump and the GOP are employing; and voters should be 
well aware of what’s happening.

It was bound to happen – proposed cuts to safety nets as the 
nation’s debt hit unprecedented highs largely spiked by the Repub-
lican-pushed corporate tax cuts.

The nation’s debt is at over $22 trillion; and the CBO esti-
mates Trump’s tax cuts would add $2.89 trillion to the national 
debt over ten years.

To give some semblance of responsible money management, 
Trump wants to cut $1.5 trillion from Medicaid, cut $845 billion 
from Medicare, and cut $25 billion from Social Security.

But even then, the “debt King’s” proposed 2020 Budget is still 
coming in as the highest ever at $4.75 trillion with billions in addi-
tional military spending that the Pentagon hasn’t asked for.

Trump insists on keeping a campaign promise of building a 
southern border wall (included in the budget) but wants to break 
another campaign promise that he made as the Republican candi-
date not to cut Medicare.

He said during his presidential campaign, “I’m not going to 
cut Social Security like every other Republican and I’m not going 
to cut Medicare or Medicaid.”

But now he wants to cut all three.
The president is underestimating just how popular Medicare, 

Medicaid, and Social Security are to Americans. Just this year, a 
joint Politico and Harvard School of Public Health poll found 88 
percent of Americans believe it is “extremely important” for Con-
gress to make sure that “Medicare benefits are not cut back.” 

Democrats should do everything in their power to make this a 
campaign issue for 2020. It is a winning issue that to most Amer-
icans -- Medicare, Social Security, Medicaid, and healthcare are 
far more important than some southern border wall that would be, 
at best, just marginally effective in curbing illegal immigration 
(which efficacy is debatable).

What isn’t debatable is that seniors need all the help they can get 
with their health bills via Medicare; and seniors and middle-class 
Americans also rely on Social Security to make ends meet. This is 
bread and butter for seniors. It’s not even about handouts. Ameri-
cans have paid into this government program over many years in 
tax contributions and deserve that money owed to them.

Trump-supporting budget experts (who actually realize the 
potential political fallout because of this proposal) say Congress 
will decide the outcome. But imagine if the midterm didn’t end 
the way it did with Democrats retaking the House. The already 
proven Trump-pleasing GOP would have been handing the presi-
dent whatever he proposed, and do as what House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi remarked, making “Medicare wither on the vine.”

Trump handlers are already dousing PR spin on the matter. 
Trump’s Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said, 
“on Medicare, we are actually putting it on a sounder footing.”

White House officials say the budget is making better use of 
taxpayers’ dollars.

“He’s not cutting Medicare in this budget,” said acting White 
House budget director Russell Vought. “What we are doing is put-
ting forward reforms that lower drug prices, (and) because Medi-
care pays a very large share of drug prices in this country, it has the 
impact of finding savings.”

Let’s be real and set the record straight: cuts are cuts. Don’t be 
fooled. Republicans are pushing for as much as they can get away 
with doing, then push for more. This is what voters should know.
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wo large en-
couraging leaps 
toward imple-
menting a di-
rect popular 
vote system oc-

curred in the last month. The 
first one involves Hawaii’s 
own Sen. Brian Schatz, who 
along with Sens. Dick Durbin, 
Dianne Feinstein, and Kirsten 
Gillibrand introduced a bold 
constitutional amendment that 
would abolish the Electoral 
College. The second is New 
Mexico has become the lat-
est state to join the National 
Popular Vote Compact which 
is an agreement among states 
who sign onto the compact to 
cast all their electoral votes for 
the popular winner (candidate 
with most votes) in presiden-
tial elections.

Both events aim to tran-
sition the nation to popular 
voting by utilizing the only 
two available mechanisms to 
achieve this: 1) by way of abol-
ishment of the electoral system 
entirely (the more difficult 
path that Schatz is attempting); 
or 2) by states joining the Na-
tional Popular Vote Compact 
that works within the existing 
Electoral College (the easier 
path). But under this system, 
it only works if enough states 

EDITORIALS

Kudos to Sen Schatz on Introducing Constitutional Amendment 
to Abolish the Electoral College

join the compact to combine 
for a total of 270 electoral 
votes that would make up a 
majority. 

The inclusion of New 
Mexico to the compact this 
March (Colorado committed 
to the pact in February this 
year) shows there is growing 
momentum.  To date, a total of 
15 states, including the District 
of Columbia have adopted the 
measure for a combined 189 
electoral votes.

Hawaii joined the Com-
pact in 2008.

Why switch to a Popular 
Vote System

Simply put: a popular vote 
system makes sense and is the 
fairest way to elect a president 
because every vote is valued 
equally. 

The current Electoral Col-
lege system places weighted 
value that favors swing states 
having a larger role in deciding 
presidential elections.

For example, in a large 
Democrat state like California, 
it doesn’t matter if a presiden-
tial candidate receives 60 or 
80 percent of votes, the same 
amount of designated elector-
al votes will be cast for Cali-
fornia. Now, in a swing state 
(where the election is too close 

to predict an outcome for a 
political party) like Florida, 
losing by only 1 percent and 
dedicating the state’s entire 
designated electoral votes to 
the winner by such a narrow 
margin denies millions of 
votes cast for a losing candi-
date from being counted in a 
national tally.

It’s no wonder that almost 
all presidential campaigning is 
done in swing states – because 
of the weighted value of each 
person’s vote in these states.

Basically, the system is 
a winner-takes-all by state to 
state, a regional contest; not a 
true national election in which 
every vote counts equally in 
one national tally.

Why this matters to Dem-
ocrats who are pushing for 
change? The political geog-
raphy under the current sys-
tem favors the GOP and have 
resulted in two losses in 2016 
and 2000 when Hillary Clinton 
and Al Gore 
received the 
popular vote 
majority but 
lost the Elec-
toral College.

 
Even though 
c h a n g i n g 
the system 

would result in fairer elections, 
no Republican state has cho-
sen to join the National Popu-
lar Vote Compact to date.

Republicans believe 
changing the system would 
disadvantage rural America. 
But in reality, the current Elec-
toral College gives rural Amer-
ica overwhelming influence. 
Candidates must cater to rural 
Americans disproportionately. 
In the 2016 campaign, leading 
candidates spent 87 percent of 
campaign visits to 12 battle-
ground states with large rural 
populations.

Schatz said “The status 
quo is quite undemocratic and 
radical. This change, in my 
view, is an unassailably logical 
evolution of our Constitution.”

He said, “I believe that 
if and when we make this 
change, it will seem ridiculous 
that we did it any other way.”

Schatz is well-aware of the 
immense challenge to abolish 
the Electoral College, saying, 
“I don’t underestimate the dif-

ficulty here.”
In order for a constitution-

al amendment to be adopted, 
it must receive support from 
two-thirds of both chambers 
of Congress but also three-
fourths of all the states.

A Majority Favors Popular 
Vote

The fact that changing to 
direct popular vote is a steep 
uphill battle shouldn’t be a 
deterrence to avoid making 
changes to a grossly outdated 
system.

A recent Pew 2018 poll 
showed 55 percent of respon-
dents support a new popular 
vote system; while 41 percent 
favored the current electoral 
process.

Compact vs Abolishment
While the National Pop-

ular Vote Compact makes for 
an easier challenge to achieve 
popular voting sooner than lat-
er, the better long-term solu-

Remember how former Republican 
House Speaker Paul Ryan employed 
doublespeak in saying he wants to save 
Medicare by implementing a privatized 
voucher system, which in essence, would 
have completely changed Medicare as 
Americans know it. 

Americans knew better then; and are 
smart to know what’s really going on.

Where are our priorities?
What’s ultimately at issue here is pri-

oritizing values, how Democrats and Re-
publicans differ in the way government 
should invest in its people.

Because of the overwhelming popu-
larity of Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security to most Americans, some Re-
publicans resort to clouding what their 
ultimate goals are.

To the GOP, they are always find-
ing ways to cut social programs; but to 
them there is always a never ending well 
of money for the military. No questions 
asked. 

In fiscal year 2015, military spending 

accounted for a whopping 54 percent 
of all federal discretionary spending, 
a total of $598.5 billion. In that same 
year, Medicare accounted for 6 per-
cent or $66 billion; Social Security 3 
percent or $29.1 billion. 

Trump wants to further expand 
that wide gap in spending toward 
even more money for the military and 
take away from safety net programs.

Remember in 2020
As the election nears next year, 

Trump will bang even louder the 
drums of fear warning Americans 
of invading migrants; the media will 
rehash countless hours of Trump’s 
character flaws. Americans must not 
give in to distractions.

What Americans should focus on 
is matters that will hit our pockets. 
Vote for saving Medicare, Medicaid, 
Social Security and a better health-
care system. Know who’s for pre-
serving them; and know who’s really 
undermining them.

(EDITORIALS: A BIG “NO” ....from page 2)

(continue on page 6)

T
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Trump Wants to Make Cuts to Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security

Trump doesn’t aim to cut 
spending across the board. 
His budget proposal is a re-
cord-breaking high $4.75 tril-
lion plan that targets sharp 
cuts to domestic programs but 
increases military spending by 
an additional $8.6 billion (that 
the Pentagon had not asked 
for) and funds for a southern 
border wall.

The president’s budget 
is a blueprint headed to Con-
gress where it likely faces con-
tentious opposition from the 
Democrat-controlled House. 

But advocates for Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Social 
Security want Americans to 
know where this president’s 
priority lie and what could 
be happen if the GOP regains 
control of both chambers of 
Congress and if Trump gets re-
elected in 2020.

Elvie Cachola, a Kapolei 
resident, turned 60 years old 
last month. She stopped work-
ing two years ago to help take 
care of her granddaughter. She 
lives with her daughter’s family 
and looks forward to receiving 
Medicare and Social Security 
when she becomes eligible.

“I’ve worked many years 
as an accounting clerk and put 
into the system with my taxes 
and payroll contributions. I look 
at Medicare and Social Security 
as not entitlements as they are 
sometimes called. I worked for 
that money over many years. 

“When politicians talk 
about taking away from Medi-
care and Social Security, I feel 
like they are personally tak-
ing away from my retirement 
funds. If the government acts 
like they don’t have enough 
money to pay people, then 
why is it taking money from us 
each year in SS contributions 
and taxes. 

“We could have been sav-
ing more putting aside money 
all those years to prepare for 
our old age instead of paying 
into the system. 

“As a someone who is 
close to eligibility for Medi-
care and Social Security, I will 
vote for politicians who will 
protect Medicare and Social 
Security,” said Cachola. “Pro-
tecting those two is a top prior-
ity for me.”

Another senior, who we’ll 
call Renee because she doesn’t 

want to be identified due to 
the sensitivity of the topic in 
relation to her workplace as 
a government federal worker 
in Human Resources, echoes 
Cachola’s sentiments.

“People shouldn’t be 
thinking of Social Security 
and Medicare like some hand-
out. That is our money. The 
government is paying us back 
for what we’ve contributed in 
payroll,” said Renee.

Renee has three years of 
work left before retiring. She 
says, “I’m sick of politicians 
playing games with Social 
Security and Medicare. Why 
can’t they budget the money 
all us taxpayers put into the 
programs?

“It’s fair that government 
makes adjustments to ensure 
how much we pay into the sys-
tem is close to how much is 
paid out to us, adjusted for in-
flation. That is fair and a given. 
What I know because of my 
job is that the Social Security 
benefits most of us receive will 
actually, on average, be slight-
ly less than what we’ve put in. 

“But what we receive in 
Medicare will be higher from 

what we’ve put in through 
payroll, adjusted for inflation. 
This is because the cost of 
healthcare is out of control.

“Another thing to consid-
er is that, they say people are 
living longer, but there are also 
lots of people who pass on be-
fore they can even start to col-
lect their money back from SS. 
They keep raising the age to 
receive SS benefits. Their sur-
vivor can only collect a lower 
percentage of what was put in. 
So SS makes out there.

“I worry for the younger 
generations, my family, for 
their retirement. How they 
gonna pay for their healthcare 
when they get old if Medicare 
or Social Security are not there 
for them?”

“I’ve voted both Republi-
can and Democrat in the past. 
But if Trump is going this route, 
he won’t have my vote. That I 
know for sure,” said Renee.

UH-Manoa Professor 
Emeritus Belinda Aquino, 
PhD, who taught in the De-
partment of Political Science, 
said she’s against Trump’s pro-
posed cuts to these programs.

“These programs provide 
assistance to the people who 
need it most to make both 
ends meet.  They (recipients) 
are on fixed incomes and 
have no other recourse to ask 
for assistance from sources 
like Medicare and Medicaid 
programs.  Inflation keeps 
rising every year and prices 
of goods, commodities and 

other resources they need to 
survive also keep rising, so 
they are caught in the pro-
verbial trap between a rock 
and a hard place.   It’s always 
these low-income (Medicaid) 
residents who bear the brunt 
of the various restrictions im-
posed by the government from 
time to time. Meanwhile, the 
administration keeps giving 
tax cuts or exemptions for big 
corporations and institutions.

Dr. Aquino receives both 
Social Security and Medicare 
since reaching age eligibility. 
“But these are really minimal 
when taken in the context of 
income and rising taxes. Since 
I am single, I just receive ben-
efits which may be adequate 
for myself.  I can imagine 
those with large families and 
dependents barely receive 
enough to tide them over. The 
proposed cuts proposed by 
Trump will surely negatively 
impact the lower-income fam-
ilies who have big obligations 
to meet the burdens for their 
health, education, and other 
basic needs of their families.”

A Closer Look at Trump’s 
Plan
MEDICARE - $845 billion 
in cuts over 10 years

Charles N. Kahn III, pres-
ident of the Federation of 
American Hospitals, which 
represents more than 1,000 
for-profit hospitals and health 
systems, said the budget “im-

By Edwin Quinabo

(continue on page 5)

t’s a gut punch to the American middle class,” said New York 
Senator Chuck Schumer of President Donald Trump’s re-
quested cuts to Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.

As a candidate in 2016, Trump promised he wouldn’t make 
cuts to the programs, saying he “was the first and only” possi-
ble GOP presidential candidate to “state there will be no cuts 

to Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.”
Now the president wants cuts to all three. Trump’s 2020 budget proposes 

to cut $1.5 trillion from Medicaid, cut $845 billion from Medicare, cut $25 
billion from Social Security.

“I
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poses arbitrary and blunt 
Medicare cuts. The impact on 
care for seniors would be dev-
astating.”

He said, “Hospitals are 
less and less able to cover 
the cost of care for Medicare 
patients; it is no time to gut 
Medicare.”

Hospital reimbursement is 
one area expected to be affect-
ed should Trump’s proposal 
passes through Congress.

Tricia Neuman, director 
of the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation’s Program on Medi-
care Policy, said it is hard to 
predict how these proposals 
would affect patient care if 
they become law. She predicts 
the money taken away would 
largely come from payments 
to hospitals and other health 
providers.

The Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget 
estimates that 85 percent of 
these cuts will come from 
reductions in provider pay-
ments, 5 percent would come 
from policies around medical 
malpractice, and 11 percent 
would come from reducing 
drug costs through the Medi-
care Part D program. Medi-
care Part D is the only area of 
these reforms that could raise 
out-of-pocket drug prices for 
some while lowering it for 
others. 

In the short term, premi-
ums, deductibles, and copays 
would largely be left unaffect-
ed.

But in the long-term, the 
healthcare industry would 
need to assess if patients must 
carry some of the additional 
burden.

Medicare covers roughly 
60 million people over age 65. 
It accounts for about 15 per-
cent of the federal budget in 
2017. The projection through 
2028, Medicare will account 
for 18 percent of the federal 
budget.

MEDICAID - $1.5 trillion in 
cuts over 10 years

Trump’s plan would give 
states “market-based health 
care grants” or lump sums of 
federal money on per capita 
allotments, instead of the cur-
rent pay-as-needed system. In 
other words, states are given a 
capped lump sum that would 
not grow if needs increase or 
costs rise.

Medicaid reform would 
include adding working re-
quirements for working-age 
adults recipients of food 
stamps and federal housing 
support.

Critics point to the most 
contentious part – Trump’s 
plan repeals Medicaid expan-
sion within the Affordable 
Care Act, which had been 
responsible for reducing the 
number of uninsured rate by 
more than 6 percent in states.

Experts believe cutting 
this Medicaid expansion 
would leave millions unin-
sured.

SOCIAL SECURITY - $25 
billion in cuts over 10 years

The bulk of the change 
($10 billion between 2020 and 
2029) in Trump’s proposal is 
in the Social Security Disabil-
ity Insurance program. The 
plan is to cut in half retroac-
tive pay disabled persons can 
recover to six months from 12 
months.

How it currently works 
is disabled Americans apply 
for SS Disability Insurance. It 
takes a while before disability 
assistance kicks in, but those 
qualified for disability could 
receive retroactive assistance 
from the time they were in-
jured up to approval of benefits 
with a maximum of 12 months.

Political Fallout
It’s standard that Con-

gress push and pull at any 
president’s proposed budget 
and ultimately decides fund-
ing. But the president’s bud-
get usually sets the starting 

(from page 4)
point and the president’s po-
litical party in Congress usu-
ally defends those priorities 
set by the president.

Trump denies cuts are 
being made to these social 
programs. His Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director 
Russ Vought said, “the presi-
dent is not cutting Medicare in 
this budget” but rather “put-
ting forward reforms that are 
cutting drug prices.”

Vought elaborated, 
“Medicare spending would 
still rise every year by healthy 
margins and no structural 
changes would take place.

“While spending would 
still rise under Trump’s plan, 
it would not climb as much 
as it would under current 
law. His proposal fits within 
a broader Republican push 
to reform the massive federal 
safety net programs Medicare 
and Social Security, which are 
projected to come under an 
increasing strain in the com-
ing years from the aging U.S. 
population.”

Democrats see it different-
ly and are already pouncing 
on the Trump cuts to the three 
big safety nets Democrats 
have traditionally defended. 
Some have called Trump’s 
budget proposal a nonstarter 
and practically DOA (Dead 
on Arrival).

Hawaii Senator Brian 
Schatz said, “One party wants 
to expand Medicare and Med-
icaid and the other wants to 
cut them.”

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi said, “After exploding the 
deficit with his GOP tax scam 

for the rich, President Trump 
is once again trying to ran-
sack Medicare, Medicaid and 
the health care of seniors and 
families across America.” 

California Senator Kama-
la Harris said, “This budget 
says a lot about the President’s 
priorities: cut $845 billion 
from Medicare, while spend-
ing billions on his vanity proj-
ect, the wall. This would hurt 
our seniors and is yet another 
piece of evidence for why we 
need a new president.”

Presidential hopeful Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders said, 
“Make no mistake about it: 
Trump’s budget is a massive 
transfer of wealth from the 
working class to the wealthi-
est people and most profitable 
corporations in America.”

“The President has pro-
posed a budget that cuts hun-
dreds of billions of dollars 
from domestic programs like 
Medicare and environmen-
tal protections. But he still 
found billions of dollars for 
his wall,” said Senator Amy 
Klobuchar.

Focus on bread and butter 
issues

While the whirlwind of 
controversies surrounding 

the president is important for 
Americans to know, support-
ers of Medicare, Medicaid 
and Social Security say Amer-
icans ought to focus on issues 
that affect their pockets, is-
sues that ultimately will hurt 
their financial ability to make 
ends meet.

For many middle-class, 
elderly, disabled, and strug-
gling Americans, these safe-
ty nets are bread and butter. 
There is a reason why they’re 
overwhelmingly popular pro-
grams. 

Trumping xenophobic or 
other campaign fears could 
work on some Americans; 
but having Medicare, Medic-
aid and Social Security at risk 
could be far more persuasive 
at the ballot box in 2020.

“My hope is that the elec-
torate and supporters who 
voted for Trump and made 
him president will learn their 
lesson and will never vote for 
him again in 2020,” said Dr. 
Aquino. “Hopefully, the elec-
torate will have the ability to 
see through Trump’s machi-
nations and manipulations.”

Safety net advocates say 
Americans just need to stay 
focused and remember what’s 
at stake.

“After exploding the deficit with his 
GOP tax scam for the rich, Presi-
dent Trump is once again trying to 
ransack Medicare, Medicaid and the 
health care of seniors and families 
across America.” 

— House speaker nanCy pelosi
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OPEN FORUM

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

his month high 
school seniors 
in Hawaii (and 
nationwide) will 
unravel their 
college accep-

tances, rejections, and waitlists 
like Christmas presents – the 
crucial first step into a four-year 
adventure. For many students, 
the most difficult process is not 
filling out an application itself, 
but rather choosing what col-
lege to attend.

By April 1 (and perhaps 
the most ironic day to send out 
college decisions), most high 
school students will receive 
their three-month long antici-
pated college decisions; rejec-
tions from prestigious, brand 
name schools including Har-
vard, Princeton, Yale, USC, 
and UCLA are expected. 

Veteran college counselor 
and expert at Punahou School, 
Myron Arakawa explains, “It’s 
[the prestige of a college’s 
name] important and a factor 
that should be considered but 
it shouldn’t be the overriding 
consideration ... if students de-
fine themselves by where they 
were accepted, then that’s a 
pretty narrow value of the im-
portance of self.” 

As UH-Manoa alumna, 
and now UH English profes-
sor, Kaela Clapp puts it in sim-
ple terms, “bigger name does 
not equal better education.” If 

these stances remain true and 
the prestige of a college is not 
the “make it or break it” point 
for most students, then why 
–most notably at private, col-
lege-preparatory institutions 
including Iolani, Kamehame-
ha, and Punahou Schools– do 
Hawaii high school students, 
parents, and educators alike 
treat a college’s reputation as 
such?  

Elise Miyahara, Kalani 
High School Class of ‘19, at-
tempts to answer this question 
and speculates that placing fo-
cused energy on an education-
al institution’s prestige has be-
come a longstanding tradition 
that has and will continue to 
sustain itself: “You only hear 
good things about prestigious 
schools because people asso-
ciate prestigious schools with 
success and the resources and 
opportunities that they offer … 
however, it’s what you make 
of it.” 

Others argue that celebri-
ties (ex: Emma Watson from 
Brown University, Malia 
Obama from Harvard, etc.) 
and other figures who have 
launched successful compa-
nies (ex: Bill Gates and Mark 
Zuckerberg from Harvard) 
have publicized the names of 
the prestigious universities 
they attended. It is also be-
lieved that most students who 
excel academically view a 
prestigious university diplo-

ma as a “‘prize’ for their hard 
work,” as Mr. Arakawa words 
it. “Nowadays, however, the 
acceptance rates [alluding to 
selective institutions] are less 
than 5 or 10%, so there are no 
guarantees and decisions are 
ultimately out of their [high 
school students’] control.” 
Combined, each of these fac-
tors contribute to many Hawaii 
high school students’ desire to 
attend a “trademark” institu-
tion.  

In the most basic sense, 
students are expected to learn 
in college. With that being 
said, the academic rigor and 
quality of an institution, presti-
gious or not, are important fac-
tors to consider when evaluat-
ing college options. Common 
sense implies that academic 
quality and rigor are superior 

at better-known and well-es-
tablished American educa-
tional institutions as opposed 
to those of non-prestigious 
schools; however, some ex-
perts, college graduates, and 
prospective college students 
argue otherwise. 

Mr. Arakawa believes that 
“the prestige of the school 
doesn’t always correlate with 
the academic rigor and chal-
lenge.” He also believes that 
a school’s lack of selectivity 
does not equate to that institu-
tion’s lack of academic quality 
and rigor. 

From encounters with var-
ious college graduates from an 
assortment of backgrounds, 
Professor Clapp describes the 
“Ivy-league equals success” 
stereotype as being “not neces-
sarily true”; there are so many 

other factors that contribute to 
the equation. 

As the imminent date un-
til the notorious “View Portal” 
tab on student’s college web-
sites arrives, few can predict 
the outcomes and, ultimately, 
the decisions are left to the 
students. For most students, 
including prospective college 
student Elise Miyahara, how-
ever, the big choice boils down 
to one simple question, “Why 
did you apply to that college in 
the first place?”

MATTHEW METTIAS is an 
honors graduate of Punahou 
school, gap year student at Stan-
ford University, and head of sever-
al local and international projects 
and business ventures. When he is 
not learning, Matt enjoys budget 
traveling, playing Spanish classi-
cal guitar, and taking care of his 
Chihuahua puppy.  

By Matthew Mettias

Nominations Being Accepted for 2019 
Gintong Pamana Leadership Award

tion is making a constitutional 
amendment to abolish the sys-
tem entirely. 

States joining the compact 
then potentially deciding later 
to leave it makes for a degree 
of instability. The Electoral 
College has served its purpose 
of stability over hundreds of 
years. But designers of the 
Electoral College got it wrong 
the first time by creating it in 
a way to entice smaller states 
to join the union. They also 

feared that direct popular 
vote would be too risky for 
the then mostly uneducated 
masses. Designers also failed 
to foresee massive population 
mobility, urbanization, and 
the addition of western states 
to the union. The Electoral 
College was created during 
the time when the country 
was comprised of only a few 
colonies. That is how outdat-
ed it is.

The failure of Americans 

not to act on this issue ulti-
mately could undermine the 
integrity of how presidents 
are elected in this country. It 
is foreseeable that candidates 
winning the popular vote but 
losing the Electoral College 
occur with greater frequency. 

Kudos to Senator Schatz 
for taking a leadership role on 
an issue of this immense mag-
nitude. It’s also important that 
this issue remains among the 
top priorities.

(EDITORIALS:KUDOS TO SEN SCHATZ  ....from page 3)

T
Hawaii High School Seniors: College Choice Month  

Know of a communi-
ty leader deserving of 
recognition? The Maui 

Filipino Chamber of Commerce 
(MFCC) is accepting nomi-
nations for the 2019 Gintong 
Pamana Leadership Awards to 
recognize members of the Maui 
Filipino community with out-
standing achievements, demon-
strations of leadership, profes-
sional excellence and service to 
the community.

Awardees will be honored 
at the Gintong Pamana Lead-
ership & Scholarship Awards 
banquet on Wednesday, June 
12th, 5:30 p.m. at the Maui 
Beach Hotel.

The nomination form is 
available online at www.maui-
filipinochamber.com/gintong-

pamana or by contacting Event 
Chairperson Dulce Butay at 
(808)268-5354 or via email:  
dulcekarenbutay@yahoo.com.  
Nominations must be post-
marked by May 1, 2019 mailed 
to Maui Filipino Chamber of 
Commerce at P.O. Box 331033, 
Kahului, HI 96733.

Admission and dinner costs 
$65 per person. Sponsorship and 
advertising opportunities are 
also available. For inquiries on 
this event or about the Maui Fil-
ipino Chamber of Commerce, 
please contact Event Chairper-
son Dulce Butay at (808)268-
5354 or Sharon Zalsos Banaag 
at (808)359-1616.

Scholarship Program
MFCC Foundation is ac-

cepting additional applications 
for its scholarship programs.

“Due to the substantial suc-
cess of the recently completed 
Annual Scholarship Golf Tour-
nament and the generosity of 
our scholarship partners, the 
Maui Filipino Chamber Foun-
dation has decided to reopen 
and accept scholarship appli-
cations,” said Jorge Tirona, 
president of the Maui Filipino 
Chamber Foundation.

Applications must be post-
marked or delivered to the 
Foundation’s office (24 Central 
Avenue in Wailuku) by Mon-
day, April 22, 2019.

Applications may be down-
loaded on-line at www.mauifil-
ipinochamber.com or you may 
call 242.8100.
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WHAT’S UP, ATTORNEY?

By Atty. Emmanuel S. Tipon

If Your Green Card Is Lost Abroad Get A 
Transportation Letter to Return to U.S. 

 p e r m a n e n t 
resident or im-
migrant seek-
ing entry to 
the U.S. after 
a foreign travel 

must possess a valid pass-
port with U.S.-related im-
migration documentation, 
such as a permanent resi-
dent card (aka “green card”) 
(Form I-551). These docu-
ments must be presented to 
a commercial carrier such as 
an airplane or ship for you 
to be allowed to board and 
to a Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) inspector 
at a U.S. Port of entry for 
you to be admitted. 

But what if you lost your 
green card abroad? There 
should be no need to panic 
if you had taken the nec-
essary precautions. Before 
you travel, it is wise to take 
pictures with your mobile 
phone of your green card, 
passport, citizenship papers, 
driver’s license, and oth-
er valuable documents. It 
is also wise to make xerox 
copies of such documents, 
place them in an envelope, 
bring a set and place it in 
your carry on luggage and 
leave a set at home on top 
of your desk or a place ac-
cessible to someone you can 
trust. While these pictures 
or xerox copies will not nec-
essarily be acceptable to an 
airplane or ship or to CBP, 
these documents will help 
you obtain a document, such 
as a transportation letter, 
from a US Embassy abroad, 
which you can present to a 
carrier and CBP.

A transportation letter 
may be issued by a U.S. Cit-
izenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) office if 
a permanent resident has 
been outside the U.S. for 
less than one year to board a 
commercial carrier to return 
to the U.S. It is valid for 30 

days for a one time entry.  It 
does not guarantee your ad-
mission to the U.S. Only a 
CBP inspector at a port of 
entry can inspect and admit 
you to the U.S.

ELIGIBILITY FOR TRANSPOR-
TATION LETTER

A transportation letter 
may be issued where your 
Permanent Resident Card 
(Form I-551) is outdated, 
lost, mutilated, stolen, ex-
pired, you never received a 
card, you applied to replace 
it but it has not been pro-
cessed, or you are a condi-
tional resident who filed a 
petition to remove the con-
dition but it has not  been 
processed. A transportation 
letter may also be issued if 
you are a child born after 
your parent has been issued 
an immigrant visa, but be-
fore your parent has traveled 
to the U.S. and been admit-
ted as a Permanent Resi-
dent, or you are a child born 
during the temporary visit 
abroad of your permanent 
resident mother, and your 
application for admission 
to the U.S. is made within 
two years of birth, and you 
are accompanied by a par-
ent who is reentering the 
U.S. as a returning resident 
for the first time after your 
birth. A transportation letter 
may also be issued to a per-
son who has been approved 
as a refugee. 

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRE-
MENTS 

Submit these docu-
ments, as applicable, to US-
CIS abroad to apply for a 

transportation letter:
1. Form I-193, Application 

for Waiver of Passport 
and/or Visa, filled up 
and signed.

2. Three passport-size (2” 
x 2”) photos (full face 
with white background). 

3. If your Form I-551, Per-
manent Resident Card, 
was lost, stolen, or mu-
tilated, a notarized Affi-
davit of Loss. 

4. Your current passport.
5. Certificate of arrival in 

the Philippines (or for-
eign country) from the 
airline, OR original or 
photocopy of used air-
line ticket/boarding pass 
for your most recent trip 
abroad.

6. Confirmed flight sched-
ule for return to the 
U.S., that is, airline or 
travel agency itinerary. 

7. U.S. identification cards, 
such as, State identifi-
cation, driver’s license, 
employment badge, 
school identification, 
etc. (photocopies). 

8. If you are a Condition-
al Permanent Resident, 
evidence that a Form 
I-751, Petition to Re-
move the Conditions 
on Residence, has been 
filed. 

9. If you are a child born 
after your parent has 
been issued an immi-
grant visa but before 
your parent has traveled 
to the U.S. or you are 
a child born during the 
temporary visit abroad 
of your Permanent Res-
ident mother, submit 
all of the following: (a) 

Valid passport for you 
and your parent, (b) 
Your birth certificate 
from the National Sta-
tistics Office in the Phil-
ippines or other foreign 
government entity; (c) 
Your parent’s marriage 
contract, if married; (d) 
Your three passport-size 
photos; (e) Your parent’s 
Form I-551 or newly is-
sued immigrant visa; 
(f) Your Parent’s Form 
I-327, Permit to Re-en-
ter (if issued); (g) Proof 
of your birth, including 
photos (before, during, 
and after delivery); (h) 
hospital records (admis-
sion/discharge records, 
pre-natal records, hos-
pital bills, etc.); and (i) 
Your parent’s used tick-
et or airline certificate 
showing departure from 
U.S. and arrival date 
abroad. 

PROCESSING PLACE, TIME, 
AND FEE

Check with a U.S. Em-
bassy abroad on who specif-
ically processes a transpor-
tation letter request. In the 
Philippines, the USCIS at 
the U.S. Embassy in Manila 
processes transportation let-

ter requests. 
The processing time for 

a transportation letter is 7 to 
10 business days. There is 
no fee for a Transportation 
Letter request or issuance.

ATTY. TIPON has a Master of Laws 
degree from Yale Law School and a 
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines. His current 
practice focuses on immigration law 
and appellate criminal defense. He 
writes law books for the world’s larg-
est law book publishing company and 
writes legal articles for newspapers. 
Listen to The Tipon Report which he co-
hosts with son Noel, the senior partner 
of the Bilecki & Tipon Law Firm. It is 
the most witty, interesting, and useful ra-
dio program in Hawaii. KNDI 1270 AM 
band every Thursday at 7:30 a.m.  Atty. 
Tipon served as a U.S. Immigration 
Officer. He co-authored the best-seller 
“Immigration Law Service, 1st ed.,” 
an 8-volume practice guide for immi-
gration officers and lawyers. Atty. Tipon 
has personally experienced the entire 
immigration process. He first came to 
the United States on a student/ exchange 
visitor visa to study at Yale. He returned 
to the Philippines to resume practicing 
law. He came again to the United States 
on a non-immigrant work visa to write 
law books, adjusted his status to that of 
a lawful permanent resident, and be-
came a naturalized citizen. Atty. Tipon 
was born in Laoag City, Philippines. 
Tel. (808) 800-7856. Cell Phone (808) 
225-2645.  E-Mail: filamlaw@yahoo.
com. Websites: https://www.hawaiim-
migrationattorney.com , https://www.
hawaiinmmigrationattorney.com ,
www.bileckilawgroup.com. This arti-
cle is a general overview of the subject 
matter discussed and is not intended 
as legal advice. No attorney-client re-
lationship is established between the 
writer and readers relying upon the 
contents of this article.

A
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“Why do you read the Chronicle now? 
Why should we continue reading the 
Chronicle in the future?” 

As part of the year-long celebration of our 25th 
year in publication, the Hawaii Filipino Chronicle 
is sponsoring a special essay contest where readers 
can personally express the impact of our newspa-
per in their lives and on Filipinos in Hawaii. 

In an era dominated by online media, tradi-
tional print publications seem to be fading. But 
some community newspapers like the Chronicle 
are surviving and thriving after 25 years-because of 
readers like you! 

Now you have a chance to tell us and every-
one why you read our newspaper and why people 
should continue reading it for the next 25 years and 
into the future. You could win $250 or other prizes 
for your essay. 

Download the official entry form and template 
from our website at www.thefilipinochronicle.com 
and enter now to win! Or you can call our office 
at 808-330-8981 or 808-678-8930 to send you an 
official entry form.

SUBMISSIONS INFORMATION
• The essay must be between 400-700 words, 

typed and double-spaced, using the official 
entry form and template from our website.

• Judging is based on originality, creativity and 

composition. Chronicle staff members will 
choose their favorites with the publisher/
editor selecting the final winning entry. 
The full winning essay and excerpts of 
runner-up essays will be published in a 
summer edition of the newspaper with 
their accompanying photo.

• Only one essay entry per person is accept-
ed. All ethnic and age groups are welcome 
to enter. Relatives of the Chronicle staff 
are ineligible to participate in this essay 
contest.

• All entries become the rights of the Chron-
icle for use in publication and promotions. 
They may be edited for clarity and space.

PRIZES AND PUBLICATION 
Three grand prize winner of $250 will be 

awarded to the reader who has submitted an 
essay that best answers the above questions. 
There will be one winner from High School 
(ages 15-18), one from College (ages 19-26) 
and one from Adult (ages 27-70) entry sub-
missions. Winning entries will be published 
in full in a summer edition of the Chronicle. 
Runner-up essays will be excerpted as well. 

All those who submit essays are eligible 
to win additional prizes, such as gift cards 
(restaurants, gas, stores, discount services, etc.) 

or merchandise from the Chronicle, commu-
nity and essay contest sponsors. Winners will 
be notified and may pick up their prizes at 
the Chronicle office in Waipahu. 

DEADLINE: JUNE 1, 2019 

Please snail mail a hard copy of your 
essay on or before June 1. It must be 
postmarked by May 27 in order to qualify 
for the deadline. Late submissions will not be 
accepted. Hawaii Filipino Chronicle 94-356 
Waipahu Depot Rd., Flr. 2, Waipahu, Hawaii 
96797. In addition, please send an email 
copy of your essay at the same time to:

filipinochronicle@gmail.com.   

There are several opportunities
to win just for your thoughts
about the Chronicle’s 25 years
and beyond. So don’t delay.

Enter your essay
today!
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AS I SEE IT

ula, the dance 
developed in 
the Hawai-
ian Islands by 
original Poly-
nesian set-

tlers, has been attracting 
Filipino-Americans in the 
Bay Area and other cities in 
Northern California for the 
past five years! It’s becoming 
a crazy pastime, not only for 
small children but people of 
all ages. 

What’s in hula that is at-
tracting many Filipino-Amer-
icans? 

About 85% of the mem-
bership or enrolment in five 
hula groups known as halau 
in Northern California is of 
Filipino-American descent. 
It is becoming a craze among 

many Fil-am parents all eager 
to enroll their children. 

Last weekend, I talked 
to a family friend who al-
ways brags on driving her 
grand-children to school and 
to hula classes on weekends. 
“I love watching my 5-year 
old and 7-year old apos dance 
the hula,” she said. She is a 
very proud Lola! It seems that 
attending to her apos’ activi-
ties, especially on weekends is 
serving as her apostolic work. 
They are enrolled in a halau in 
San Jose. 

The recent show involv-
ing the five halaus from Santa 
Clara, Sacramento, Burlin-
game, Daly City, and Pinole 
held at the Event Center, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco, showed how popular 
hula is in these parts of Cal-
ifornia. It was organized by 
kumu hula (hula instructor, 
kumu means source of knowl-

edge) Mario Caramat, a Fil-
Am from Dagupan City and 
Calasiao, Pangasinan who 
was trained to dance the hula 
in Hawaii many years back 
during his early age. 

“Seeing the 710-seater 
event center fully packed with 
hula enthusiasts is gratifying 
to note,” Caramat told this re-
porter. “I went through three 
hula instructors from Hawaii 
in 1981 and that early, I al-
ready envisioned putting up 
my own school someday.” 
Caramat is personally attend-
ing to his five halaus, making 
sure the dancers are getting 

their mon-
ey’s worth 
and getting 
the real es-
sence of 
hula as a 
Pacific Is-
land dance. 

C a r a -
mat estab-
lished his 
first hula 
school in 
San Fran-
cisco, the 
Children of 
G a r d e n i a . 
It was his 
o b s e s s i o n 
ever since 

he started his hula lessons 
in 1981. But it was in 1998 
that he actively taught hula 
and put up his other schools. 
To date, his hula schools are 
in Sacramento, Burlingame, 
Santa Clara, Pinole, and Daly 
City. 

Caramat schools teach 
hula kahiko (ancient hula) 
comprising older chant-ac-
companied dances, and hula 
‘auana (modern hula), com-
prising newer song-accompa-
nied dances. 

The one-hour-and-a-half 
show flowed with native and 
contemporary hula and Ta-
hitian dances coupled with 
songs and the rhythm of 
drums, guitars, and ukuleles. 

The 90-hula participants 
of the show came from five 
hula schools (halaus) with a 
three-year old as the young-
est performer and a 68-year 
old as the oldest, according to 
Caramat. 

Every year, they either 
hold their dance fete from 
the five halaus or attend and 
compete in other annual hula 
competitions in Norhern Cali-
fornia. The latest they attended 
was the hula fete held in San 
Jose State University where 
they placed second in cos-
tumes and garnered prizes in 

group competitions. By the 
way, they make their own cos-
tumes out of native materials 
and patiently braid their hair 
till wee hours in the morning. 
I remember my children com-
ing home late days before the 
competitor because they have 
to make their costumes and 
braid the girls’ hair. 

“It’s a family,” he added. 
“With the groups are my moth-
er, my sister, my wife, and three 
children,” Caramat said. “I 
have dancers from Santa Clara 
halau who are relatives – the 
Estiokos - Mary Rose, Tweety, 
Paul, Jane, and Jane’s daughter 
Mikayla,” he added. 

Hula, Caramat told this 
reporter, was developed in 
the Hawaiian Islands by orig-
inal Polynesian settlers, who 
migrated there by outrigger 
canoes from Southeastern Pa-
cific Islands beginning in the 
first century. 

He further explained 
that the term hula refers to 
movements and gestures. 
Hula, however, cannot be 
performed without mele (po-
etry), the most important 
component. Mele, according 
to Caramat, are records of 
cultural information rang-
ing from sacred mele pule 
(prayers) and mele inoa 
(name chants), many for 
chiefs) to picul mele ho’oi-
poipo (love songs) and mele 
‘aina (songs praising the 
land). 

Hula is often performed 
as a form of prayer at official 
state functions in Hawaii. 

For feedbacks, comments… please 
email the author @ estiokoelpi-
dio@gmail.com.

By Elpidio R. Estioko

H

Hawaii’s Hula Spreading in the Bay Area, 
California 

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Ballots Available for
Overseas Voters of PHL
National Elections
Ballots to vote in the Philippine National Elections are now available for 

pick up for registered overseas voters in Hawaii and American Samoa, 
announced the Philippine Consulate General in Honolulu.

Ballots could be picked up at the Consulate at 2433 Pali Highway from 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., except holidays and weekends. Voters must 
present their passport or any valid ID with signature when claiming their bal-
lots. Ballots could also be sent to registered overseas voters by request by 
sending an email to honolulu.pcg@dfa.gov.ph. 
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CANDID PERSPECTIVES

By Emil Guillermo

Forgiving Tiger’s Trespasses? Take a Cue 
from his Mom 

iger, Tiger, Ti-
ger?

No, I say, 
“Tida, Tida, 
Tida!”

Like many 
of you over the weekend, I was 
glued to my television, watch-
ing golf again and wearing red, 
and not just because of Palm 
Sunday.

There was Tiger Woods, 
who after enduring nearly a 
decade of both physical and 
emotional debilitation, not to 
mention the shroud of shame 
and scandal, was Sunday’s 
leader again.

It took me back 22 years—
nearly a generation---when we 
all first saw a 21-year old Tiger 
roar through Augusta Nation-
al in 1997 and leave the 18th 
hole a Masters champion for 
the first time.

All the world seemed fix-
ated on his hug with his late 
father, Earl Woods. 

This time, it was Tiger and 
his kids. 

But the hug I wanted to see 
back then and now was that 
loving, cleansing victory hug 
from his mom.

Tida Woods, a Thai immi-
grant, has always been the Ti-
ger story for me. 

She’s been the remind-
er for all the world that Tiger 
Woods is one of us. 

An Asian American.
When Tiger won that first 

Masters in 1997, I called him 
“Diversity’s Champ” in an 
“Emil Amok” column that 
appeared in Asian Week and 
in syndication nationwide. I 
wrote: 

Just look at him. There’s 
something about Tiger Woods 
that’s plain to see: He’s a 
tanned Asian! If he keeps his 
hat on, he looks kind of—Fil-
ipino! Normally there’s a ten-
dency to see ourselves in the 
hero of the day. But in this case 
he really is. He’s half Asian 
American. Why can’t other 
people see the Asian in Tiger? 
Why is he consistently seen as 
the “black” golfer?

Maybe it’s because some 
people refuse to stop looking in 
yesterday’s mirror and choose 
to ignore the changing reflec-
tion of our society.

With Tiger’s emergence, 
the unbearable truth for some 
is that he’s not just changing 
the way we look at golf. He’s 
changing the way we under-
stand the issue of race. Not 
only is he breaking golf re-
cords—he’s breaking old race 
paradigms. Through him, 
we’re all beginning to under-
stand that the world isn’t just 
black and white anymore.

That fact alone gave the 
media fits over the weekend. 
After he won, reporters and 
editors seemed incapable of 
capturing the essential part of 
Tiger. Great golfer, sure. But 
what is he? What do you call 
him?

The first Associated Press 
story I saw on Woods’ Mas-
ters triumph contained the ba-
sic faux pas. Its lead sentence 
read: “A black man in a green 
jacket.”

Wrong.
Monday morning, a Bay 

Area daily contained a similar 
error when it bellowed “Tiger-
mania has reached a new lev-
el. Young, gifted, a black man 
in a white man’s game, Tiger 
Woods seemed too good to be 
true.”

The flowing prose was 
too good to be true as well. 
You can almost hear an editor 
say, “Why let the facts get in 
the way of a good story?” In-
deed, a black man dominating 
a white man’s game is a sexy 
story. Too hard to resist. But 
it’s also wrong…

Credit CBS broadcast-
er Jim Nantz, who during the 
post-game interview, caught 
himself in mid-sentence when 
he asked Woods how it felt to 
be the first “African Ameri-
can” Masters champion. The 
broadcaster quickly added, 
“Asian American,” to his 
question.

In fairness to editors, men-
tioning both Asian American 
and African American in the 
same paragraph may have 
seemed inelegant. But a few 

papers managed to get the 
lede right, honoring not just 
half a Tiger but a whole one. 
The New York Times was one 
of those papers when it called 
Woods a “young man of col-
or.”

Is this phrasing another 
example of being, horror of 
horrors, “politically correct?”

Nope. It’s only a matter of 
accuracy.

In fact, “multiracial” 
would have worked. But most 
news editors resist terms like 
that. To them, the world hasn’t 
changed since Jackie Robin-
son.

Twenty-two years later, 
and there was no mention of 
race at all. 

The green jacket and his 
red mock turtleneck were the 
only colors I heard mentioned. 

Woods is just ethnically 
Tiger.

There wasn’t even a 
tongue-in-cheek mention of 
Tiger’s self-describing phrase 

encapsulating  his multiethnic-
ity:  “Cablanasian.” 

Nor was there a reference 
to the National Enquirer sto-
ries back in 2009 that gave us 
a different picture of Tiger, the 
human, venal side, prone to in-
fidelity. 

There was talk of his phys-
ical pain from golf, and how it 
was thought he would never 
walk again, let alone strike a 
golf ball.

“Never give up, that’s a 
given,” Tiger said at the news 
conference, who seemed hum-
bled by what had transpired. 
He said luck played a role as 
the tourney could have gone 
any way in the final holes. 
“You just hang in there and 
persevere,” he said. 

So maybe that’s the lesson, 
or lessons, for 2019. 

It’s how a fallen hero piec-
es himself back to do the thing 
that made him unique and 
the best in all the world once 
again.

It’s how the promise he 
showed in 1997 is not lost. 
America may not have fully  
embraced diversity quite like 
we expected. And a backlash 
has emerged, led by a man Ti-
ger’s played golf with a few 
times, the Mar-a-Lago resident 
who lives in the White House. 

 But America is slowly 
coming around.

The last graph I wrote in 
1997  about Tiger as the future 
of race in America can still 
come true.

There’s something kar-
mic about the Woods story 
occurring on the anniversary 
of Jackie Robinson’s break-
through presence in baseball. 
…  Robinson fit the simplicity 

of innocence for the ‘50s. Then 
it was just a matter of inclu-
sion. With Tiger, the issues go 
beyond mere inclusion. They 
involve acceptance, respect, 
and certainly in Tiger’s case, 
acknowledgment of our excel-
lence. He’s the perfect symbol 
for the racial complexities of 
the next millennium. It’s the era 
of Tiger Woods. The old golf 
game won’t work. And neither 
will the old labels. As the first 
person of color to win the Mas-
ters, he’s diversity’s champ. 

As far as the new race re-
ality goes, we’re getting there. 
Slowly.  

And like Tiger’s come-
back from scandal and pain, 
he’s proof one can transcend 
it all.

Of course, there will be 
detractors.

In the middle of the final 
round, a female friend of mine 
showed her disdain—an un-
willingness to forgive Tiger 
for his sordid past behavior. 

But I told her why judge 
Tiger? He’s not Louis C.K. Or 
Donald Trump even. 

Let us all take a cue from 
Tida. 

Tiger’s mom is no Tiger 
mom. 

On the 18th hole of the 
final round of the Masters, 
she showed her approval with 
what only a mother can pro-
vide-- a cleansing, loving vic-
tory hug.

Is there a better message 
for Holy Week?

EMIL GUILLERMO is a vet-
eran journalist and commentator. 
He was on the editorial board of 
the Honolulu Advertiser, and a 
columnist for the Starr-Bulletin. 
Twitter @emilamo

T
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By HFC Staff

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

cast, whichever is greater.
Emergency Highway 

Repairs: SB 1091 SD2 
HD2 Makes an emergency 
appropriation of $7 million 
to the Department of Trans-
portation to mitigate land-
slide damages and install 
rockfall protection structures 
on the Pali Highway and 
Honoapiilani Highway.

Gun Violence Preven-
tion: SB1466 SD2 HD2 sta-
blishes a process by which 
a law enforcement officer, 
family or household mem-
ber, medical professional, 
educator, or colleague may 
obtain a court order to pre-
vent a person from access-
ing firearms and ammunition 
when the person poses a dan-
ger of causing bodily injury 
to oneself or another.

Health: SB366 SD2 
HD2 Appropriates funds to 
the Executive Office on Ag-
ing to fund the existing posi-
tion of Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Related Dementia Ser-
vices Coordinator.

Judiciary: SB187 SD2 
HD1 Establishes additional 
district court judgeships in 
the First Circuit and in the 
Second Circuit.

Kupuna Care: SB1025 
SD1 HD2 Requires the Ex-
ecutive Office on Aging 
(EOA) to develop and im-
plement a plan to maximize 
the number of Kupuna Care-
givers Program participants 
and submit a copy of the 
plan to the 2020 Legislature. 
Changes the Program fund-
ing allocation cap and in-
cludes coordination or case 
management under the scope 
of services qualified care-

givers can receive program 
funding

Minimum Wage: SB789 
SD2 HD2 Increases the min-
imum wage rates by $1 per 
hour annually from January 
1, 2020, to January 1, 2024. 
Provides lower minimum 
wage rates for employees 
who receive employer-spon-
sored health benefits under 
the Hawaii Prepaid Health 
Care Act.

Ohana Zones: SB470 
HD1 Authorizes the use of 
private lands for the Ohana 
Zones Pilot Program. Ex-
tends the Ohana Zones Pilot 
Program to June 30, 2022. 
Extends the Emergency De-
partment Homelessness As-
sessment Pilot Program and 
the Medical Respite Pilot 
Program to June 30, 2020

Sexual Misconduct 
Nondisclosure Agree-
ments: SB1041 SD2 HD2 
Prohibits written nondisclo-
sure agreements involving 
sexual assault and sexual 
harassment as part of an em-
ployee’s conditions of em-
ployment. Prohibits employ-
ers from retaliating against 
an employee for disclosing 
or discussing sexual harass-
ment or sexual assault.

Transient Accommo-
dations: SB1292 SD2 HD3 
Requires hosting platforms 
that collect fees for booking 
services to register as tax 
collection agents and collect 
GET and TAT for transient 
accommodation bookings 
from operators and plan man-
agers. Converts penalties for 
violation of TAT require-
ments from misdemeanor 
to civil fines. Specifies that 
“transient accommodations” 
includes accommodations 
subject to county regulations 
as such.

To see all Senate bills 
that the House has amend-
ed and returned to the Sen-
ate go to https://www.
capitol.hawaii.gov/advre-
po r t s / adv repor t . a spx? -
year=2019&report=dead-
l ine&rpt_ type=second-
Cross_ammend&measure-
type=SB&title=Second%20
Crossover. 

upporters of 
the Kupuna 
C a r e g i v e r s 
Program ral-
lied at the 
Hawaii State 

Capitol to push for two mea-
sures (HB 467, HD1, SD1 
and SB 1025, SD1, HD1) 
that would provide contin-
ued funding for the program.

After the second cross-
over, the Hawaii House of 
Representatives passed 236 
Senate bills which will go 
back to the Senate for fur-
ther consideration and re-
view of amendments made 
by the House.

Some of the bills that 
passed the House include: 
homeless services, emer-
gency highway appropri-
ations, election reforms, 
kupuna caregivers funding, 
ambulance services chang-
es, community college 
Promise Program support, 
bail reform, and gun vio-
lence prevention.

Summaries
Ambulance Services: 

SB417 SD2 HD2 Autho-
rizes the Department of 
Health to establish fees for 
transportation and provi-
sion of emergency medical 
services. Authorizes trans-
portation to certain medi-

cal facilities and to medical 
facilities other than hospital 
emergency departments.

Bail Reform: SB1423 
HD1 Permits defendants for 
whom a monetary amount of 
bail has been set to pay the 
bail amount seven-days-a-
week on a 24-hour basis and 
be released from custody 
upon posting or payment of 
bail.

SB1422 HD2 Specifies 
that police officers have the 
discretion to issue citations, 
in lieu of making a lawful 
arrest without warrant, for 
nonviolent class C felonies, 
misdemeanors, petty mis-
demeanors, and violations, 
subject to certain findings by 
the officer.

Education: SB316 SD2 
HD2 Appropriates funds to 
the University of Hawaii for 
additional funding for the 
Hawaii Community College 
Promise Program. Requires 
a report to the Legislature.

SB50 SD2 HD1 Appro-
priates funds to the Univer-
sity of Hawaii for the Hawaii 
Nutrition Employment and 
Training Program to include 
materials and supplies and 
the hiring of seven full-time 
equivalent instructional and 
student support positions.

SB78 SD2 HD2 Estab-
lishes the Executive Office 

on Early Learning (EOEL) 
as the administrative au-
thority for state-funded pre-
kindergarten programs, and 
private partnership-funded 
prekindergarten programs 
in the public schools, except 
for special education and Ti-
tle I-funded prekindergarten 
programs. Transfers prekin-
dergarten programs in DOE 
and charter schools, except 
for special education and Ti-
tle I-funded prekindergarten 
programs, to EOEL. Clari-
fies the role and responsibil-
ities of EOEL in the public 
prekindergarten program. 
Requires DOE to adhere to 
certain quality standards and 
work with EOEL

Election Reform: 
SB427 SD2 HD1 Establish-
es ranked choice voting for 
special federal elections and 
special elections of vacant 
county council seats.

SB412 SD2 HD1 Makes 
an application for voter reg-
istration, including an affi-
davit, part of all driver’s li-
cense and identification card 
applications. Automatically 
registers each applicant who 
elects to register for voting 
unless the applicant affirma-
tively declines to be regis-
tered to vote. Requires shar-
ing of information among 
the counties, DOT, and elec-
tion personnel.

SB216 SD2 HD1 Re-
quires a mandatory recount 
of election votes and ballot 
measures when the margin 
of victory for election con-
tests or tabulation for ballot 
measures is equal to or less 
than one hundred or one-half 
of one per cent of the votes 

Bills Pass Second Crossover at the Hawaii Legislature

S
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LEGAL NOTES

Immigration Processing Now at Crisis 
Levels

he USCIS has 
been plagued 
with delays in 
processing pe-
titions and ap-
plications since 

President Trump took office in 
2017. The USCIS admits that 
there is a net backlog in all of 
their cases. Net backlog means 
that the active cases are past 
their targeted time completion 
goal. Millions of cases are de-
layed and the USCIS had its 
highest delays on record in the 
year 2017 with more than 2.3 
million delayed cases.

The delays in processing 
times has affected the jobs, 
ability to travel abroad and 
status of families and persons 
seeking relief and benefits 
through the USCIS. For ex-
ample, the delay in approving 
I-765 Application for Em-
ployment Authorization has 
led to applicants being unable 
to work and provide for their 
families. The employment au-
thorization processing time is 
supposed to be 90 days or less. 
However, currently the aver-
age processing time is 5 to 8 
months.

As for Advance Parole 
(Travel) Cards, the delay has 
meant that applicants who 
might need to travel abroad for 

a short period of time, cannot 
travel abroad because if they 
do, they could risk their pend-
ing adjustment application be-
ing classified as abandoned. If 
their application is classified 
as abandoned, then their appli-
cation will be denied and they 
will not be able to return to the 
United States with their pend-
ing adjustment status.

The delays in processing 
times has also forced applicants 
to have to submit new I-693 
Medical Examination report 
even after submitting it during 
the initial application/petition. 
This is because the completed 
I-693 is only valid for 2 years. 
What is happening now is that 
the interview date is set more 
than 2 years after the original 
application/petition was sub-
mitted. This means that the 
applicant must submit another 
I-693 at the interview. This is 
an additional cost for the ap-
plicant which could have been 
avoided had the USCIS pro-
cessed the application/petition 
within the processing time. A 
suggestion that lawyers have 
for their clients is to not submit 
the I-693 with the application/
petition. Rather, submit the 
I-693 at the interview. Howev-
er, this tactic might not be ef-
fective and could result in more 
delays. This is because instead 
of scheduling the applicant for 
the interview, the USCIS could 
send a request for further evi-

dence (RFE) and state that the 
I-693 must be submitted before 
the case can be reviewed fully 
and eventually scheduled for 
an interview.

The Trump administra-
tion’s “extreme vetting” se-
curity protocols has led to ad-
ditional delays in processing. 
The USCIS was created by 
Congress as a service-orient-
ed benefits agency. However, 
the current administration has 
transformed the USCIS into 
an immigration enforcement 
component of the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS). 
There are now more interviews 
conducted, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
arrests, fraud investigations 
and a new Notice to Appear 
(NTA) issued for petitions and 
applications that have been 
denied. The NTA forces the 
applicant to appear before an 
immigration judge which is the 
start of their removal proceed-
ings. 

The delay in processing 
applications has also affected 
US businesses when they file 
employment-based petitions. 
US companies are unable to 
hire and retain the employees 
that they need. Their petitions 
used to take 2.9 months in 
2014. Now these petitions take 
at least 7.8 months to process. 
This has led to US companies 
having gaps in their workforce 
and forcing talented and skilled 
workers to apply for jobs out-
side the United States.

T

The humanitarian-based 
applications have also suffered 
extensive delays. The process-
ing time for these cases was 
4.8 months in 2016. Now these 
cases take at least 13.5 months 
to be resolved. This has led to 
the vulnerable applicants such 
as domestic abuse survivors 
and abandoned children being 
held in limbo, traumatized and 
threatened without any clear 
efforts by the USCIS to give 
them relief.

The USCIS’s overall case 
volume actually decreased by 
17% from 2017 to 2018. How-
ever, the overall processing 
time in 2018 increased by 19% 
from 2017. There have been 
no reports of a decrease in the 
number of USCIS personnel 
that would rationally explain 
the delays. If news reports are 
to be believed, the USCIS ap-
pears to be hiring more person-
nel.  More personnel should 
mean faster processing of cas-
es. Sadly, that is not what is 
happening.

It seems that the over-
all delays are caused by the 
Trump administration’s pol-
icies. For example, in 2017, 
USCIS rescinded the direc-
tive which allowed their per-
sonnel to give deference to 
prior determinations when 
adjudicating nonimmigrant 
employment-based extension 
petitions involving the same 
position and the same em-

ployer. This policy change has 
led to unnecessary interviews 
and submission of additional 
evidence. The USCIS person-
nel are made to re-adjudicate 
cases that have already been 
extensively assessed during 
the first application. Another 
example is the requirement 
of in-person interviews for 
all employment-based green 
card applications and appli-
cations for Refugee/Asylee 
Relative petitions. Further-
more, it is widely reported 
that ICE agents are arresting 
illegal immigrants, even those 
married to US citizens, when 
they appear in court or at the 
USCIS office for their inter-
view. The USCIS has also 
phased out the self-schedul-
ing of meetings that attorneys 
and applicants could make 
through InfoPass. The USCIS 
has decreased its transparency 
to the public in its operations. 
Congress has also failed to ef-
fective exercise its oversight 
over the USCIS. Until the US-
CIS changes its current opera-
tions and policies, delays will 
continue and this will lead to 
the detriment of all applicants 
and their families and to US 
companies.

REUBEN  S. SEGURITAN has 
been practicing law for over 30 
years. For further information, 
you may call him at (212) 695 
5281 or log on to his website at 
www.seguritan.com

By Atty. Reuben S. Seguritan

HAWAII-FILIPINO NEWS

Hawaii to Host Pacific Arts and
Culture Festival in June
The State of Hawaiʻi will 

host the monumental 
13th Festival of Pacif-

ic Arts & Culture (FESTPAC) 
for the first time in the event’s 
nearly 50-year history.  It is 
the world’s largest celebration 
of indigenous Pacific Island 
and Pacific Rim peoples. 

FESTPAC, which is held 
once every four years, is 
scheduled for June 10 – 21, 
2020. Three-thousand artists, 
cultural practitioners, scholars 
and leaders from 28 Pacific 
Island nations will gather on 

Oʻahu. Participants will share 
their knowledge and artistry 
with each other and thousands 
of spectators from Hawaiʻi 
and around the world.  

“The Festival of Pacific 
Arts and Culture will be an 
opportunity for us to share our 
aloha spirit, our cultural tradi-
tions and contemporary arts 
with the world,” stated Gov-
ernor David Ige. “It is also an 
opportunity to discuss import-
ant issues facing cultures in 
our region.” 

In 2012, Hawaiʻi was the 

selected host by the Pacific 
Community (SPC), an inter-
national organization dedi-
cated to empowering Pacific 
Islands, Countries and Territo-
ries nations and their people. 
SPC ensures that these Pacific 
Islanders have the knowledge, 
technical ability and resourc-
es to thrive and sustain their 
livelihood, arts and cultural 
practices. 

For more information 
on FESTPAC Hawaiʻi 2020, 
including a list of participat-
ing nations, visit www.fest-
pac-hawaii2020.org.
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FEATURE

(Solution to Crossword No. 4 | April 6, 2019)

Spring and Summer Safety for Kids

pring and Sum-
mer are seasons 
for running in the 
yard, swimming, 
and playing in a 
tree house. 

But for some children 
these seasons can be danger-
ous or deadly. 

Lawn Mower Safety
Data from the U.S. Con-

sumer Product Safety Com-
mission shows that when visits 
to doctors’ offices and clinics 
are included, more than 17,000 
children and teens are treated 
for lawn mower injuries each 
year, according to the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics. 
Usually the victims are older 
children or teens, but one in 
four injuries occurs to children 
younger than 6 years.

And 75 children die each 
year due to lawnmower inju-
ries.  Boys are injured more 
frequently than girls. Injuries 
are seen most often in young 
children (1-3 years) and teen-

experience a gamut of emotions 
and tears, then don’t watch—
because the video shows sev-
eral children amputees. “Lawn 
Mowers are loud and danger-
ous, kids are quick and little. 
The safest operators, are at risk 
for this can tragedy, becaus 
e if the kids are out while the 
mower is operating, the danger 
exists.” www.limbsmatter.com.

The Amputee Coalition 
offers these safety guidelines: 
Keep your children indoors 
and do not allow other children 
to play nearby while you are 
mowing. Never allow children 
to play on a lawn mower, even 
if it is turned off. Never allow 
a child to ride on a riding lawn 
mower with you. Explain the 
dangers of lawn mowers and 
their safe operation. www.am-
putee-coalition.org.

The Amputee Coalition 
and Limbs Matter remind par-
ents that “in one split second, a 

preventable lawn mower acci-
dent can change a child and his 
or her family’s life forever.”

Pool Safety
More than 1,000 children 

die each year from drown-
ing, and many others suffer 
life-changing injuries, ac-
cording to Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital website. 

Children ages 1 to 4 have 
the highest drowning rates, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Among children ages 1 
to 4, most drowning accidents 
occur in home swimming 
pools. www.cdc.gov.

Studies have found that 
half of all swimming pool 
drownings among children 
could be prevented by put-
ting up a fence; at least 4 feet 
tall. The gate should close and 
latch automatically by itself 
and be out of children’s reach.

Visit www.poolsafely.gov 
for the Swim Season Partner 
Toolkit.

Tree House Safety
Around 2,800 children are 

treated in emergency depart-
ments for tree house-related 
injuries every year, accord-
ing to Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital website. The most 
common injuries are fractures, 
followed by bumps, bruises 
and cuts. Most injuries occur 
when children fall or jump 
from a tree house. Other dan-
gers include strangulation by 
ropes or chains, and cuts from 
broken glass or exposed nails. 

Children younger than the 
age of 5 years are more likely 
to suffer a head injury com-
pared to older children.

Tips: Build the tree house 
low to the ground. A tree 
house greater than 10 feet 
in the air is too high. Solid 
barrier walls, not guardrails, 
should be used. 

Keeping kids safe is vital 
for the summer season. 

MELISSA MARTIN, PHD, is an 
author, columnist, educator, and 
therapist. She lives in Southern 
Ohio.

agers. Lawnmowers are the 
leading cause of traumatic 
amputations (loss of all or part 
of a limb) in children.  When 
these injuries happen, nearly 
90% of children are injured in 
their own yard. Nearly 80% 
are injured by the usual user 
of the mower.  About 50% 
happen while the mower is in 
reverse. “The energy of the ro-
tating blade is more powerful 
than a 0.357 Magnum gun.” 
www.orthokids.org.

According to the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Lawnmowers 
cause more than 600 amputa-
tions in children each year.

According to Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital website in 
Columbus, Ohio, the follow-
ing are common lawn mow-
er-related injuries: deep cuts, 
loss of fingers, hands, toes or 
feet, broken and dislocated 
bones, burns, eye injuries, and 
soft tissue damage. www.na-
tionwidechildrens.org. 

Limbs Matter is an organi-
zation composed of families that 
came together to spread a mes-
sage about lawnmower safe-
ty. Watch their Public Service 
Announcement on YouTube. 
Warning: If you don’t want to 

S
By Melissa Martin
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
CAREGIVER NEEDED FOR IMMEDIATE JOB
I am offering  25$ per Hour for 4-5 hours daily 
for a Dementia Father.
Applicants should email their Resume and 
Reference (talk2amanda75@gmail.com)

PART TIME CASHIER, FULL TIME CASHIER, 
FULL TIME COOK 
WAIMANALO L&L – Now Hiring ASAP
Medical Provided for Full Time Employees
Please Contact Fanny at 808-386-6898 for 
more details

HELP WANTED  FOR CLEANING COMPANY 
Legendary Cleaners pay depends on years of 
experience. Must be reliable, prompt and not 
afraid of hard work.  Experience a plus. Willing 
to train. Contact John Kim 808 392-5597

BECOME A FRANCHISEE fast pace cleaning 
company legendary cleaners with over
16 years in business. Franchise fee 15706.80.
10 year contract. Contact John Kim 808 392-
5597 

HIE HOLDINGS INC. 
HIRING FT CDL B DRIVERS
Must have CDL license with air brakes
endorsement, current DOT physical & 
DOT driver history record.
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

HAWAIIAN ISLES WATER 
HIRING PRODUCTION WORKERS
Must be able to perform/operate machinery 
and forklift in a warehouse setting.
Requires lifting up to 50 lbs.  
Must have transportation to work site
(no bus service nearby).
Paid Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k).
Please call Grace @ 839-3272

CLASSIFIED ADS

(Ang sagot ay ilalabas sa susunod na isyu ng Chronicle)

COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR IN MOLOKAI BY BAYANI-
HAN CLINIC WITHOUT WALLS AND HAWAII FILIPINO 
HEALTHCARE | May 4, 2019; 6:00 - 9:00 PM / Town Hall 
Health Lectures & Q & A with Light Pupus served| May 5, 
2019; 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM /  FREE Medical & Dental Con-
sulation & Screening | Mitchell Pauole Center, 90 Ainoa 
Street, Kaunakakai l For more info, contact 888-674-7624 or 
email at bcwwinfo@bayanihanclinicwwhawaii.org.

OAHU FILIPINO COMMUNITY COUNCIL (OFCC) PRES-
ENTS THE MISS OAHU FILIPINA 2019 | June 1, 2019; 
6:00 PM | Marriot Waikiki Beach Resort l For more details 
call: Calvin Bagaoisan at 266-4334, Maricelle Redona at 

295-5233, Raymond Sebastian at 799-6080

FILIPINO NURSES ORGANIZATION OF HAWAII 
(FNOH) EXCELLENCE IN NURSING AWARDS | August 
10, 2019; 6:00 PM | Hilton Hawaiian Village Resorts Coral 
Ballroom l For more details call: Lolita Echauz Ching at 
387-7635, Luanne Long at 754-0594

PHILIPPINE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION IN HAWAII 
(PWAH) PRESENTS FILIPINIANA BALL 2019 | August 
30, 2019; 6:00 PM | Hibiscus Ballroom, Ala Moana Hotel l 
Call details call: Letty Saban: 255-9429, Lina Mercado: 
382-7751, Carlota Ader: 797 4381, Mimi Gozar: 312-0778

PAHALANG
1. Lider
5. Dayami
10. Tumutukoy ng pang-marami-
han
14. Bulalas ng damdamin na
galing sa dalawang salitang ‘ina ko’
15. Ingat
16. Isang bilang
17. Tandaan sa isipan
19. Pagka-matira,
20. Baral
21. Balino
23. Kapag
24. Mahinang pagtubo ng palay 
dahil sa di maayos na pagtatanim
25. Kagamitan ng mga karpentero
29. Butas para sa butones
32. Bias
33. Buhay

35. Magkapareho ng itsura
36. Panahon
38. Pook na walang tao
40. Duwelo
41. Huni ng palaka
43. Kunyas
45. Anak ng anak ng isang 
tao
46. Nasa kapanabikang 
bahagi
48. Garalgal ng maluwag 
na turnilyo sa makina
50. Masamang tao
52. Bagwis
53. Desidihin
55. Batikos
59. Barnis
60. Isang uri ng ahas
62. Bubong
63. Karga

KROSWORD
ni Carlito Lalicon

Blg .4

64. Di-tuwirang 
paanyaya
65. Gitaw
66. Pagtulong sa 
pagbuhat ng isang 

kargadang isusunong 
sa ulo o ipapasan sa 
balikat
67. Isang uri ng
saging

PABABA
1. Plantsadong-plantsado
2. Bituin
3. Di-pagkaka-angkop
4. Amag
5. Kamagong
6. Likor
7. Din
8. Banoy
9. Nino
10. Isang pamamaraan ng
pagsulat ng wikang hapones
11. Kalakal na inilalako

12. Nito
13. Ab-ab
18. Esposa
22. Liha
24. Listahan o talaan ng 
mga manggagawa
25. Peryodo
26. Katad na pinakinang 
sa paglilimpya
27. Kabigha-bighani
28. Aleli
30. Mga kagamitan
31. Pasuwit

34. Yunit ng timbang o 
bigat
37. Bolador
39. Bug
42. Mahiyain
44. Karga
47. Anayad
49. Ang matigas na 
ubod ng troso
51. Bagsak
53. Kilit
54. Naman

55. Umupo sa silya
56. Pugot
57. Pagpapalambot sa 
dahon ng saging sa 
pamamagitan ng 
pagdarang nito sa 
apoy o baga
58. Nakabukang-bibig 
na nagpapamalas ng 
kamanmangan
61. Uno

MAINLAND NEWS

Senator Hirono Asks for Investigation into 
Suppression of Scientific Data
WA S H I N G T O N , 

D.C.--Senator Mazie 
K. Hirono and Senate 

Democrats sent a letter to Deputy 
Inspector General Mary L. Kendall 
to request she investigate “the sup-
pression of a Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Biological Opinion that was 
due to be completed and released in 
December 2017.”

The letter specifically calls into 
question actions taken by David 
Bernhardt, the current nominee to 
become Secretary of the Interior, to 
suppress scientific data.

“Under the current administra-
tion DOI has repeatedly shown a 
willingness to completely disregard 

the work of career scientists and al-
low political appointees who are not 
subject matter experts to influence 
the decision-making process,” Hi-
rono and other senators wrote. 

“In our previous letter, we said 
we had no reason to believe that the 
attacks on science and pressure by 
political appointees to alter science 
in order to advance the administra-
tion’s narrative would cease, and 
this report reinforces that conclu-
sion. As such we request an inves-
tigation into the delayed release of 
the Fish and Wildlife Biological 
Opinion that was due for release 
over a year ago.”

The Senators requested the 

investigation after the New York 
Times published an article last 
week that detailed a series of docu-
ments from U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service scientists who completed 
a comprehensive analysis show-
ing several widely-used pesticides 
were so toxic they “‘jeopardize the 
continued existence’ of more than 
1,200 endangered birds, fish, and 
other animals.” The documents 
also indicated top political appoin-
tees, led by Bernhardt, blocked the 
release of the opinion and “set in 
motion a new process intended to 
apply a much narrower standard 
to determine the risks from pesti-
cides.”
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