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This year’s election has a

distinct pinoy flavor, consider-

ing the sizeable number of Fil-

ipino candidates who are

seeking elective office. May-

oral candidate Ben Cayetano

heads the list and is a perennial

favorite among Filipino voters.

And for good reason. Filipinos

love a good story and

Cayetano’s is the classic rags-

to-riches story—poor Kalihi

boy who beat the odds and rose

through the ranks to become

the nation’s first governor of

Filipino ancestry. Many politi-

cal observers feel that

Cayetano, an outspoken rail

critic, has an excellent chance

of winning. In fact, he has

never lost an election, going 8-

0 during his 28-year career in

elective office. 

The list of Filipino candi-

dates includes other familiar

faces, like political veteran

Romy Cachola, who is seeking

a return to his old seat at the

State House of Representatives

where he served from 1984 to

2000; incumbent senators

Donna Mercado Kim and Will

Espero; Ron Menor, the former

state senator who has his sights

set on the Honolulu City Coun-

cil; and former state representa-

tive Michael Magaoay who is

looking to re-enter the political

arena via the State Senate. 

Also in the mix are several

new faces. Full of ideas and en-

ergy, these young and eager

twenty-something candidates

bring unbridled enthusiasm and

a fresh perspective to solving

many problems facing both the

State and City governments.

The list includes State House

candidate Nicole Velasco, City

Council candidate Martin Han

and Big Island Council hopefuls

Chelsea Yagong and Greggor

Ilagan.

Should other young Fil-

ipino candidates like Henry

Aquino, Della Au Belatti,

Donovan Dela Cruz, Joey Man-

ahan, Kymberly Marcos Pine

and Alex Sonson emerge victo-

rious in their respective races, it

would be safe to say that the

Filipino community will con-

tinue to be well represented, at

least in politics. 

To further educate our

readers on those running for

office in 2012, the Chronicle

went the extra mile and briefly

interviewed as many Filipino

candidates as possible. How-

ever, at press time, not all re-

sponded to the Chronicle’s

questionnaire. For those candi-

dates who did, we have pro-

vided a brief summary of their

backgrounds and priorities.

Their responses were edited for

space and clarity.

By HFC Staff

Filipinos Well-Represented in
2012 Election

T
he race is on for 2012. Hawaii’s election season is in full swing and many

candidates are in the mix for nearly all major seats, including the entire State

Legislature where all 76 Senate and House seats are up for re-election due

to redistricting. 

HEnRY AqUInO

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 38th district
Why I am Running: To improve the

quality of life for residents, address im-

portant issues and continue to provide ef-

fective representation and leadership. I

have represented Waipahu since 2008

and actively served with many commu-

nity organizations, including the

Waipahu Community Association,

Catholic Charities Hawaii, Waipahu

Community Foundation, Leeward Oahu Lions Club, Santanians

Association of Hawaii and St. Joseph Church.

Priorities: Addressing crime and public safety have always been

main concerns in the district. Others include finding ways to

strengthen Hawaii’s economy by creating and maintaining job op-

portunities which are vital for the future of our residents and fam-

ilies. I will also advocate for continued funding to improve our

schools and roads, support our top industries while supporting

economic diversity, assist local businesses and ensure essential

state services. 

dELLA AU BELATTI

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 24th district
Why I am Running: To be a strong, ef-

fective voice for residents and families in

my district and to provide proven, inde-

pendent and reasoned leadership to the

challenges facing our State in the years

ahead.

Priorities: I have represented urban Hon-

olulu for the past 6 years in the State

House.  I also have experience in educa-

tion as a former social studies teacher at Maryknoll School. I have

helped pass legislation to improve our public schools, advance the

state’s efforts to achieve energy self-sufficiency, ensure access to

affordable health care, protect our state’s natural resources and re-

store confidence in government by supporting good reforms. I

hope to continue this work as the State and County seek ways to

strengthen and grow our economy, tackle public infrastructure

challenges and address the unfunded liabilities of the State’s pen-

sion and health care plans.

ROMY CACHOLA

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State

House of Representatives,

30th district
Why I am Running: To address issues

including the state deficit, affordable

housing, unemployment and public safety. Having come from

humble beginnings, I can relate to my constituents, their values

and concerns. I have served as a City Councilmember since 2000.

Prior to that, I was a member of the State House of Representa-

tives from 1984 to 2000. I am a dedicated and proven leader who

constantly looks to save taxpayer money and to hold the line on

government spending. I saved over $480 million while at the State

House and the City Council; increased the state’s budget for

tourism marketing and promotion from about $4 million to over

$60 million while chair of the House Tourism Committee; and

supported increased funds for City road improvements from $77

million to $100 million. As a Councilmember, I am looking for

ways to reduce the over $100,000 real property tax paid annually

by the Fil-Com Center.

Priorities: If elected to the House, I will also focus on stimulat-

ing the economy and promoting tourism—our number one indus-

try that employs many residents islandwide, especially House

District 30.

Marissa d. Capelouto 

Party Affiliation: Republican

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 42nd district
Why I am Running: To help Hawaii rise

out of this economic slump and to renew

hope for a healthy economy and family

security. Hawaii has real challenges which

threaten our families and our way of life.

In the last two decades, I, as a business-

woman, have seen taxes increased dra-

matically and private sector jobs lost. In

the past two years alone, many new taxes

were proposed and adopted by the Legislature because of fiscal ir-

responsibility and still more jobs lost. Next year threatens to be

even more taxing and again, more people out of work. With a state

government that raises our cost of living while lowering our qual-

ity of life, I am worried that the American dream will no longer be

achievable for us, our children and their children.

BEn CAYETAnO

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Honolulu Mayor
Why I am Running: No one was stand-

ing up to challenge the rail issue or the

mayor on how he was running the City. I

was a little bothered by what was hap-

pening. When no one stepped forward, I

decided to run.

Priorities: Our City is dependent on

tourism, so it’s important to maintain and

preserve its beauty. It’s also important to

make sure that the City’s infrastructure is upgraded to a point

where it can support economic growth and prosperity. Honolulu

will cease to be a great city if our roads, sewers, water systems and

basic infrastructure continue to be neglected as they have been by

the current and past mayors. Our cost of living is one of the high-

est in the nation. Reckless spending and higher taxes will hurt re-

tirees on fixed incomes. Too many of our young people move to

the mainland where the cost of living is much lower. Hawaii has

the highest percentage of people who hold two jobs, which is true

especially among Filipinos who live here. This election is not just

about rail—it’s about restoring common sense and fiscal responsi-

bility to City government.

LICEnCIO “LISInG” CEREdOn

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Hawaii County Council

district 5
Why I am Running: The Puna commu-

nity has been underserved for many

years. We are the fastest growing com-

munity in Hawaii but we lack the proper

infrastructure. Our roads are inadequate

and we lack water and sewer service.

Our transportation system does not serv-

ice our large private subdivisions. We

lack parks and recreational facilities. I

am running for public office because I believe that Puna deserves

representation that will bring our fair share back to our commu-

nity.

Priorities: I own and operate Mamo Produce in Downtown Hilo.

For the past 12 years, my business has grown from a small road-

side produce vendor to a thriving, stand-alone farmers market fea-

turing fruits, vegetables and ornamental plants. As a successful

businessman, I will bring fiscal prudence and accountability to

county government. I will work to create jobs and food sustain-

ability by supporting farmers and agriculture. Many Filipinos de-

pend on agriculture to support their families and being a farmer

myself will give the agricultural community a strong voice to rep-

resent them. I will work hard to bring our fair share of tax rev-

enues back to Puna and address our many infrastructure deficits. 

dOnOVAn dELA CRUz

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State Senate, 22nd district
Background: Honolulu City Coun-

cilmember from 2003-2010. Has served

in State Senate since 2010 and chaired

the Committee on Water, Land and

Housing. Previously worked as public

relations coordinator at Hilton Hawaiian

Village. Also worked at McNeil Wilson

Communications as an account execu-

tive and at Stryker Weiner & Yokota

Public Relations as an account supervisor. Community service in-

cludes serving as president of Leilehua High School Education

Foundation, member of Leeward Community College’s Advisory

Council, vice president of the Filipino Chamber of Commerce,

member of the Wahiawa Lions Club and member of Our Lady of

Sorrows Parish. (continued on page S4)
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I
t’s undeniable the significant

role money plays in elections,

especially in big multi-district

races. It seems a realistic attempt

at winning a U.S. senate seat

now would require at least a mil-

lion dollars for candidates to get

their platform known to voters

through pricey commercials and

basic promotions. Gov. Linda

Lingle and U.S. Rep Mazie Hi-

rono both have received ample

share of financial backing. In the

last three months, Lingle and Hi-

rono managed to raise consider-

able cash for their campaigns.

Lingle raised more than $1.1

million; Hirono $941 million.

Former congressman Ed Case

just collected $123,800 in the

same time frame. Their overall

total raised: Lingle, more than

$4.2 million; Hirono, $3.4 mil-

lion; and Case, $700,000. Al-

though Case is far behind

moneywise in this particular

race, in previous runs for office

he was able to draw into his

campaigns substantial amounts

of money that has helped him

become a household name in

local politics. Had he never been

a recipient of well financed cam-

paigns in the past and won, it's

fair to say Case could not be in

the position he finds himself

today, severely handicapped in

funds but still very strong as one

of three leading contenders for

U.S. Senate.

Since the 2010 Supreme

Court decision that allowed cor-

porations and unions to spend

unlimited amounts of money to

campaign for or against a candi-

date, the influence of money on

political races has become even

greater, further favoring the es-

tablishment and powerful inter-

est groups. These super PACs, in

essence, operate much like an-

other campaign for or against a

candidate. Perhaps no example

is more telling of this locally

than the way Pacific Resource

Partnership, a super PAC for

contractors and unionized car-

penters and construction work-

ers, have essentially turned this

year's mayoral contest into a

four-way race: 1) Peter Carlisle,

2) Kirk Caldwell, 3) Ben

Cayetano, and 4) anti-Ben

Cayetano/pro rail. The SC's rul-

ing may have made this type of

3-to-1 political bullying legally

possible, but in the end, this race

could have a surprising conse-

quence with the last man stand-

ing, be the underdog candidate.

Whatever may be the outcome,

the fact remains that money

plays an obscenely dispropor-

tionate role in today's election

process with the rise of super

PACS, and that voters now

ought to reconsider their old

ways of deciding who to vote

for. 

What Voters Should Look For

Perhaps voters should take

on an entirely different ap-

proach. In addition to the usual

candidates' experience and their

stance on the issues, voters

should pay very close attention

to the candidates' political dona-

tions -- from both a candidate's

campaign and the super PACS

campaigning on the candidate's

behalf. Knowing who is financ-

ing candidates' campaigns, espe-

cially their large donors, is the

most revealing way to find out

how these candidates will actu-

ally vote on issues, not by listen-

ing to their generic promises on

polished TV, radio or print ads. 

Candidates reserve the right

to reject donations and are aware

not to accept money from large

donors who share opposing po-

sitions on the issues. A candi-

date's acceptance of money from

large donors is a silent contract

of sort, a tacit agreement that a

candidate may be a political

"friend" when the time is

needed. By voters being aware

of who is on a candidate's

"friends list," voters are better in-

formed of what the candidate's

obligations to their financial sup-

porters might be. Voters then can

see how these obligations may

match or clash with their own

stand on the issues or value-set.

This new approach to elec-

tions decision-making, looking

at a 1) candidate's experience, 2)

candidate's stand on the issues,

and now 3) candidate's list of fi-

nancial supporters can help citi-

zens become better and smarter

voters, not swayed by campaign

rhetoric.

Voters should also demand

for campaign reform in the near

future, including more trans-

parency of super PACS and their

donors, and call for limits to how

much could be spent by them on

elections. If individuals are lim-

ited in the amount of money they

can make directly to a candi-

date's campaign, doesn't it make

sense that super PACs be held to

the same limitations to achieve a

more equitable, democratic

process. But until laws are

changed, voters may need to ad-

just to this new elections culture

this time around, do their home-

work, and follow the trail of

money that support candidates.

The U.S. Senate and Hon-

olulu mayoral race may be a

done deal where money is con-

cerned, but the race for votes that

really matters, is far from over. 

Follow the Money Trail this Election
Find Out Who The Candidates' Main Donors Are

By Edwin QUINABO
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WILL ESPERO

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State Senate, 19th district
Why I am Running: I enjoy public serv-

ice and helping my community and state.

It has been an honor and privilege to serve

in the Hawaii Senate. With my 13 years in

the Legislature, I have the experience and

the knowledge to get the job done. As an

Ewa Beach resident for 23 years, I have

seen our community grow and improve. I

want to continue to help shape our region

and the state of Hawaii. 

Priorities: Education, job creation, alternative energy, affordable

housing solutions, building UH-West Oahu, local food security and

crime reduction.

dOn S. GUzMAn

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Maui County Council
Why I am Running: Any success that we

have enjoyed was because of the sacrifice,

hard work and commitment of those who

came before us so that we may have a bet-

ter life. This motivates me to help and

give back to the community. I care deeply

about our community and believe that by

working together with providers, public

services and state agencies we will able to

combine our resources to support the well-being of families, friends

and neighbors.

Priorities: My generation has to step up and take responsibility for

the future of Maui county so that our children can have job oppor-

tunities and wages that are adequate enough to support the high cost

of living on Maui. It’s important to me that our county holds on to

its love of the community and environment, while embracing eco-

nomic growth and fiscal responsibility.

LYnnE GUTIERREz

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 31st district
Why I am Running: I have been a state

employee for 35 years as a public school

teacher. I want to continue in public service

to engage the community to find solutions.

My experience in community service will

provide the skills necessary for an effective

lawmaker. I am past president of the Oahu

Filipino Community Council and current

president of United Filipino Council of

Hawaii. I am also a board member of numerous agencies.

Priorities: Promote quality education and early childhood education

and to attract the best and brightest teachers to schools in our dis-

trict; provide equal access to quality healthcare services and low

cost of prescription drugs; Labor/economy: support construction

and tourism industry initiatives. One way to boost our economy is

to support the construction industry and get many workers back to

work. I will also support funding for the Hawaii Tourism Authority

to attract more tourists to come to Hawaii.

MARTIn HAn

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Honolulu City Council, 

district 7
Why I am Running: When I was very

young, I grew up in a ghetto called San

Andres Bukid in Manila. By a great mira-

cle, Emily Han adopted me, raised me and

gave me a chance at life. I’m running be-

cause I never forgot my past and the

promise I made to one day serve the peo-

ple.

Priorities: To focus on the bare necessi-

ties which have been neglected from Kalihi to Foster Village. Fix

the infrastructure—potholes and aging sewer lines. Lower the crime

rate. Take care of our seniors and youth.  We need to form partner-

ships with the people who are responsible for the county depart-

ments, network with non-profit organizations and bring in

committed citizens with their ideas, such as the Neighborhood Pa-

trol and Weed and Seed programs. The first thing I will do when I

get into office is to make sure we stop hurting our senior citizens.

The City announced recently that certain bus routes, which seniors

in our district depend on, would be cut. I will bring a sense of bal-

ance and fiscal responsibility to the City Council. We cannot be rub-

ber stamping projects with taxpayers’ money.

COVER STORY Hawaii PRimaRY ElECTiOn 2012

GREGGOR ILAGAn

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Hawaii County Council dis-

trict 4
Why I am Running: After graduating

from Waiakea High School in 2004, I en-

listed in the Air National Guard. As a vet-

eran, I understand the meaning of

fighting for the people and the discipline

of being a public servant. When I came

home, I enrolled at Hawaii Community

College where I majored in accounting.

As a 25-year-old, I have the energy to

keep up with the changing times, and the determination to suc-

ceed. I will represent our district effectively. 

Priorities: Many of you have asked where I stand on certain is-

sues. While I am always happy to share my feelings and opinions,

it is your views and the community’s views that really matter. I

am here to listen and to help develop a winning strategy for our fu-

ture. I will live and work by the words of the Chinese philosopher

Lao Tsu: “A leader is best when people barely know he exists.

When his work is done and his aim fulfilled, the people will say

‘We did it ourselves.’”

GIL S. KEITH-AGARAn

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 9th district 
Why I am Running: I’ve lived in Central

Maui for most of my life. I want to make

sure that hard work, education and op-

portunities continue to have meaning and

value for all of us. Hawaii faces many

challenges from changes locally, nation-

ally and globally. We need people who

are willing to address those issues. I have

experience practicing law, volunteering

with non-profits and community groups, working in state and

county administrations for a decade and serving as state legislator

for my community since 2009. 

Priorities: Promoting education, strengthening public schools, im-

proving UH-Maui Community College and Maui Memorial Med-

ical Center through public/private ventures, providing workforce

training and investing in key infrastructure, facilities and services

necessary to encourage economic growth and diversity. I want

Central Maui to be the place to live, work and raise our families. 

MICHAEL MAGAOAY

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State Senate, 18th district
Why I am Running: To make our com-

munity better for all generations. I will

work hard, hand-in-hand with our com-

munity leaders and residents, to keep Dis-

trict 18 the treasure that we all love. 

Priorities: Strengthening Education—Se-

curing funds for our schools, reducing

over-crowding, supporting our teachers

and administrators, nurturing families;

valuing our kupuna—helping them stay in their homes or have ac-

cess to quality living choices, improving health care and lifestyle

needs; family unity—building family strength through measures

that enhance our quality of life and increase our quantity and qual-

ity time together; reducing traffic—fixing roads and finding inno-

vative ways to move us to where we want to go today, tomorrow

and into the future; managing our budget—making every dollar

count, reducing waste and investing in innovative practices that reap

positive and lasting returns. 

JOEY MAnAHAn

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Honolulu City Council, dis-

trict 7
Why I am Running: Public service has

been a passion of mine ever since I can re-

member. I have worked hard to understand

the legislative process from the bottom up.

Most importantly, I believe that respect is

earned through hard work and dedication

and I have the necessary skills to lead ef-

fectively and meet the challenges of the

future. In the last six years as State Representative, I have shown

that I can bring about unity of purpose serving in key positions, most

recently being unanimously voted by my peers to serve as the vice

speaker of the 26th Legislative Session. 

Priorities: With first-hand knowledge of the issues, I can bridge the

gap between City and State to improve our quality of life in Coun-

cil District 7. If given the privilege to serve you, I will work tire-

lessly to represent our interests on the City Council.

KYMBERLY MARCOS PInE

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Honolulu City Council, dis-

trict 1
Why I am Running: The current coun-

cilmember has made decisions that has

hurt Filipinos. The time is now for some-

one with proven leadership who has de-

livered positive results for Filipinos. The

time is now to have good homes, good

schools and good roads to help make the

Leeward Coast the best place to live, work

and play. In the eight years I have been in office, over $600 million

for new roads, schools and other community improvements has

come to my district. A drive on Fort Weaver Road used to take up

to 45 minutes and is now less than 12 minutes. Crime and home-

lessness have been reduced. More jobs have come to my district

than ever before. And students at James Campbell High School are

excelling and going to college more than ever.   

Priorities: Addressing issues such as the Honolulu Rail Project,

traffic congestion, healthcare and community hospitals, helping

small businesses to create Leeward jobs, food sustainability and

emergency preparedness, taxes and the high costs of living, parks

and recreation, landfills and public safety and cybercrime. 

ROSEBELLA MARTInEz

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 40th district
Why I am Running: I have spent my life

working in the community on public is-

sues with the hope of providing a better fu-

ture, community and Hawaii. As a first

generation Filipino-American, I under-

stand the values and importance of hard

work. My values have always guided me

to support change and improvement. I

worked as an analyst for State Rep. Rida Cabanilla on various is-

sues, including addressing the housing needs of the state, providing

programs for the homeless and navigating bills through the often

complex and complicated process at the capitol. The best way to

effect change and be a part of the solution is to serve my commu-

nity as a State Representative and work on the issues that are im-

portant to this state. I believe that I am the best-qualified candidate

who can best represent Ewa Beach. I am ready to serve and humbly

ask for your support.

Priorities: I will fight for Ewa’s fair share and will bring the com-

munity back to the table.  I will work day and night on legislation

that provides local jobs for local people, diversify Hawaii’s econ-

omy and to think outside of the box to bring sensible solutions to

our state’s problems. 

ROn MEnOR

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Honolulu City Council, dis-

trict 9
Why I am Running: I became involved

in public service and government to make

a difference in bettering the lives of peo-

ple. My experience in both houses of the

State

Legislature can be put to good use at the

City level. I have a proven track record

and understand how government works

and how to work with others to get things done. I also have a clear

understanding of the needs, hopes, and dreams of our district

where I have lived and raised a family, and have been actively in-

volved in the community for many years. I am president of the

Mililani Lions Club, member of the Mililani Middle School Com-

munity Council, and volunteer attorney for Mothers Against

Drunk Driving.

Priorities: I will fight for a fair share of City resources for District

9 to fund badly needed services and infrastructure improvements.

I will also support measures to alleviate traffic congestion through

a comprehensive transportation system that is multi-dimensional

and multi-purposed, a coordinated system that includes mass tran-

sit, bikeways and walkways. I will push to make Central and Lee-

ward Oahu safer and freer of crime.  I will also work to ensure

that decisions about future growth and development are based on

FILIPINOS... (from page S2)

(continued on page S5)
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thoughtful planning that supports our overall quality of life. I will

also promote the adoption of policies that will help create jobs

and encourage meaningful economic growth. Finally, I will be a

strong advocate for budget efficiency, financial responsibility and

making the most of taxpayers’ money.

dOnnA MERCAdO KIM

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State Senate, 14th district 
Why I am Running: To continue being a

strong voice for the community. I believe

that government can and should be a force

for good and that government can help

people so together we can work for a bet-

ter community. I have served in the State

House of Representatives, the City Coun-

cil and currently in the State Senate for

the past 12 years.  

Priorities: I am passionate about having a responsible and effec-

tive government.  I have been unyielding in my commitment to

openness and accountability and will continue to hold public offi-

cials accountable for their actions.

ROMY MIndO

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 40th district
Why I am Running: To continue the

work that I have started in 2003-2004.

As a State Legislator, I secured $49.7

million to add lanes to Fort Weaver and

North South Road; $37 Million to build

Ewa's Keanuneola Elementary School;

supported Farm Bill that added jobs in

Ewa agriculture; supported impact fee

that collected $38 million for road infrastructure. I was also a po-

lice commissioner for seven years and union president emeritus of

Hotel Workers Local 5 AFL-CIO. 

Priorities: To coordinate the planning and financing necessary to

improve traffic flow in and out of our district; to fully support

businesses in the area and increase employment opportunities; to

encourage responsible development to the extent that the area's

natural resources will not be strained; and to improve the image

of our community as a secure and a wonderful place to live and

raise a family. My vision is for a safer, healthier and progressive

community. 

JOE POnTAnILLA

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 9th district
Why I am Running: I have local gov-

ernment experience as a Maui County

councilmember since 2002 and have

first-hand knowledge of the issues fac-

ing the county and my district. I know I

can be an effective voice for our com-

munity at the State Legislature. Prior to

my service as an elected public official,

I retired from GTE Hawaiian Tel as the Maui district manager hav-

ing served the company for 34 years. I have an extensive history of

community service. I was a former Maui Planning Commissioner,

Salary Commissioner and volunteered as a member of numerous

non- profit boards and charitable organizations.

JOHn P. ROCO

Party Affiliation: Republican

Seat Running For: U.S. Senate
Why I am Running: for the same rea-

son as my late cousin—former Philip-

pine Sen. Raul Roco who wrote the

Anti-Sexual Harassment and Anti-Rape

laws that to this day, protects women

and children in the Philippines. My

focus is protecting Catholic Charities

foster care and adoption from being

shut down by a federal bill, H.R. 1681 or S. 1770, “Every Child

Deserves a Family Act” that would decertify all agencies that do

not place children with same-sex- or gay and lesbian couples. This

current bill, with support of 110 members of the U.S. House of

Representatives and 13 members of the U.S. Senate would close

all agencies not accepting homosexuals, even if is a Catholic

Charity. This is why I founded St. Damien Advocates, a non-profit

in Hawaii to help protect Catholic Charities foster care and adop-

tion from legislators who cave in to doing “what is in” instead of

“what is right.”  

Priorities: In my field of social work and counseling, much power

has been in my hands in deciding the futures of youths, children

and teens who were at the mercy of the state, and the powers that

be. Ethics is of utmost concern in my field and protection of the

children involved to give them the best opportunity to succeed.

We need a U.S. Senator who can educate and bring a deeper per-

spective and understanding to conflicts that in the end will affect

Hawaii most.

ALEx SOnSOn

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: Hawaii State Senate, 17th

district
Background: Attorney at Law, Law Of-

fice of Alex M. Sonson. Has a special in-

terest and advocacy in justice and

fairness issues and minority rights for the

poor, underprivileged, elderly and men-

tally-challenge. Served as a member of

the Waipahu Neighborhood Board from

1996 to 2002 and as a member of the

Hawaii State House of Representatives from 2002 to 2008. Chaired

the House Committee for Human Services and the House Com-

mittee for Labor.

ELOISE Y. TUnGPALAn

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State

House of Representatives,

34th district
Why I am Running: I served 14 years in

the Hawaii Legislature—7 years in the

State House and 7 years in the State Sen-

FILIPINOS... (from page S4)

(continued on page S11)
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Why I Support Kirk Caldwell for Mayor
By Ed Manglallan,  Ewa Beach

I
support Kirk as Hon-

olulu’s next mayor be-

cause of his vision for the

future, his firm but fair lead-

ership and management

style, problem solving skills

and support of meaningful

projects that benefit the econ-

omy, our local labor force,

our children, grandchildren

and future generations. 

He believes in the impor-

tance of people working and

moving together in the same

direction. Kirk is well-versed

in the democratic process and

finds the best possible solu-

tion that the majority can buy

in and live with.

Kirk is a sincere and hon-

est public servant who believes

in transparency. A perfect ex-

ample was when we were in-

vited to an early Saturday

morning prayer gathering and

coffee hour/talk story session

at a restaurant organized by

several local pastors. Kirk was

asked about his stance on the

issue of abortion.

His response was very

clear and concise: “If my re-

sponse regarding abortion is

what you want to hear, I’d be

lying to you.” He then elabo-

rated on his religious beliefs,

the separation of church and

state, a woman’s health and

right to choose, and his re-

sponsibility in abiding by and

enforcing the law. 

You may have watched

the recent mayoral debates

and forums hosted by differ-

ent organizations. I observed

the candidates’ respective re-

sponses, their non-verbal

body language, tone of voice,

eye contact and listened to

the audience’s applause. I’m

sure you know who I judged

to be the best. Kirk continues

to deliver the best factual re-

sponses, knowledge of the is-

sues and stage presence. 

I firmly believe that the

way to keep an elected public

official honest is to have his

campaign financed by $1

each from 7,500 people

rather than $7,500 from 1

person. I am sure you share

that same opinion. 

My family and I have re-

ceived our absentee ballots in

the mail and have exercised

our right to vote as citizens. I

hope everyone does the

same. Please make time to go

to your designated polling

place on Saturday, August 11

and vote. May the best candi-

dates win!

Kirk Caldwell

Why I Support Ben Cayetano for Mayor

I
supported Ben Cayetano

in his 1994 and 1998 gu-

bernatorial campaigns be-

cause of his extensive

political experience, un-

blemished record and coura-

geous leadership. I felt that

he was the right candidate

for the job and someone

whom I could trust. 

Ben began his term as

governor during a time when

Hawaii was faced with a

budget deficit and bad econ-

omy. I was serving as a state

representative at the time.

Gov. Cayetano cut state in-

come taxes, built affordable

rental units and turned

Hawaii's economy around.

By the end of his second

term, he left the state with a

budget surplus. 

After watching Ben’s ef-

fective leadership style, I

concluded that politics is in-

deed a very noble profes-

sion—if things are done

right. During his 28 years in

office, Ben was an inde-

pendent leader who demon-

strated strength of character.

He governed with compas-

sion and championed the

rights of care home opera-

tors and others whom soci-

ety often overlooks—the

homeless, elderly and poor.

He also helped Filipino vet-

erans obtain the benefits

they deserved and supported

a bill that I introduced that

created the commission to

celebrate the 100th Anniver-

sary of the arrival of

Hawaii’s first Filipinos. 

But rather than continue

to enjoy his retirement

years, Gov. Cayetano de-

cided to run for mayor—a

decision that I personally

consider as a noble gesture.

He effectively ran the affairs

of the State for eight years

and if given the opportunity,

I am confident that he will

also be able to address the

many problems facing the

City, including homeless-

ness, taxes, traffic gridlock

and an aging infrastructure

of roads, sewer and water.

Years later in Ben’s 2012

mayoral campaign, I still be-

lieve that he is the right can-

didate and someone I can

continue to trust. 

If Ben is elected mayor of

Honolulu, Filipinos here and

the world over will have an-

other distinction to take pride

in—that Hawaii residents

elected not only the first Fil-

ipino-American as governor

but also elected that very

same first Filipino-American

governor as mayor. 

Why I Support Peter Carlisle for Mayor 

I
support Peter Carlisle for

mayor for one reason—

my children. They love

Hawaii and deserve to live in

a place where taxes and fees

are reasonable, where gov-

ernment utilizes technology

to benefit its residents, where

trash is responsibly handled

and where transportation al-

ternatives exist. 

Peter does not want to

burden future generations

with debt. He has balanced

the City’s budget, put money

away in a rainy day fund and

started the process of funding

retiree benefits—all without

raising property taxes. And

he took a pay cut along with

his directors and deputies. 

He has helped the City to

embrace technology, which

saves residents time and

money and preserves the en-

vironment. Under his admin-

istration, the third boiler at

H-Power was opened, allow-

ing more trash to be con-

verted into energy rather then

going into our landfill. And

he has tirelessly championed

the rail project which will

help revitalize our island and

provide current and future

residents with an alternative

transportation mode. 

On a personal note, I

joined the mayor on a trip to

the Philippines and saw first-

hand the importance he

places on strengthening ties

with all of the sister-cities we

have in the Philippines. He

observed how things were

run in the Philippines and

brought back many ideas to

help Honolulu. One of the

highlights of our trip was rid-

ing the mass transit system

and personally seeing the im-

portance of having a viable

transportation alternative. 

Like many Filipinos in

Hawaii, Peter was not born in

Honolulu. And like many of

us, he fell in love with

Hawaii and has laid down

roots here. During the recent

APEC conference, I saw how

proud Mayor Carlisle was in

showing off Honolulu to the

world’s leaders. He is deter-

mined to do his part to make

Oahu a better place not just

for him, but also for his chil-

dren. His vision is to make

Honolulu the type of place

where our children would

want to live and raise their

families. This is why I sup-

port Mayor Peter Carlisle.

Peter Carlisle

By ROMEO AGUINALDO GARCIA, Waipahu

By FELIPE “JUN” ABINSAY, Honolulu

Ben Cayetano
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Ultimately, those who will

be casting ballots aren’t just

voting for candidates or issues

they believe in—they are voting

to preserve their way of life. 

VOTING IN HAWAII

Voting is an essential part

of our democratic process.

When you vote, you choose the

representatives who will make

crucial decisions that will affect

you, your family and your com-

munity. Those who truly care

about Hawaii’s future have reg-

istered to vote and will get out

to vote. 

In every even numbered

year, the State holds a Primary

Election on the second to the

first Saturday in August and a

General Election on the first

Tuesday after the first Monday

in November. The 2012 Elec-

tions will be held on the follow-

ing dates: 

• Primary Election: Saturday,

August 11, 2012 

• General Election: Tuesday,

November 6, 2012 

The Primary Election is a

nomination process to choose

candidates who will represent

the political parties in the Gen-

eral Election. Voters select the

candidates of the political party

of their choice. Their choice of

party and candidates remains

secret. 

When voting in the pri-

mary, you must select only one

party in the “Select a Party”

section of the ballot card and

then vote for the party you se-

lected. If you do not select a

party and you vote in more than

one party ballot, your vote will

not be counted. 

County election contests

are listed separately on the Pri-

mary Ballot Card. On the

County Contests section, you

may select candidates of your

choice in addition to the candi-

dates you may have selected on

the party or nonpartisan ballot. 

In the General Election,

you may choose from among

the candidates nominated in the

Primary Election. You may vote

for party or nonpartisan (not af-

filiated with a political party)

candidates, and your choice of

candidates will remain secret. 

Federal, State and County

offices are listed on the General

Ballot Card by contest. Candi-

dates for each office are listed

alphabetically and their parti-

san/nonpartisan affiliation is

noted. You may select the can-

didate of your choice for each

contest. You may also vote for

the candidates of your choice

for the Office of Hawaiian Af-

fairs (OHA). OHA may have

multiple seats up for election.

You may vote for no more than

the number of candidates spec-

ified for each contest. 

REGISTERING TO VOTE

But just who is allowed to

By HFC Staff

FEaTURE Hawaii PRimaRY ElECTiOn 2012

An Essential Guide 
For Hawaii’s Voters

A
s the countdown nears for the Primary and General elections,
keep in mind that tens of thousands of Americans have given
their lives during the course of our country’s history so that

you and I have this fundamental freedom and right to vote.

(continued on page S10)

Photo courtesy of UH
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vote? In order to cast a ballot in

federal, state or county elec-

tions, eligible persons must first

register to vote. You are eligible

to vote if you meet the follow-

ing qualifications:

1. You are a citizen of the

United States

2. You are a resident of the

State of Hawaii

3. You are 18 years old by the

day of the election

Incarcerated felons [HRS

831-2] and people adjudicated

mentally-incompetent are not al-

lowed to vote.

Registering to vote is easy.

Eligible persons must simply

complete the Affidavit on Appli-

cation for Voting (also known as

the Wikiwiki Voter Registration

form) and submit it to the appro-

priate City/County Clerk’s office

before the registration deadlines. 

Unfortunately, the deadline

to register to vote for the Primary

Election—July 12, 2012—has

since passed. However, the

deadline to register to vote for

the General Election is Monday,

October 8, 2012. 

Oahu residents who wish to

register for the General Election

can do so in person at the Office

of the City Clerk at Honolulu

Hale or at the State Office of

Elections at 802 Lehua Avenue

in Pearl City. Neighbor island

residents may register in person

at the respective Office of the

County Clerk. Forms can also be

d o w n l o a d e d  o n l i n e  a t :

www.honoluluelections.org.

First time registrants must

send a copy of their identifica-

tion along with a completed ap-

plication form. Acceptable forms

of identification include a COPY

of any one of the following—

Hawaii drivers license, State of

Hawaii Civil Identification card,

U.S. Passport, utility bill, gov-

ernment issued check or govern-

ment document bearing your

name and current address.

For those who may have

changed their name, residence or

mailing address are encouraged

to re-register to vote. On election

day, election officials are re-

quired to re-verify the registra-

tion status of persons not listed

in the poll books. Re-registering

to vote will help to avoid delays

at the polling place on election

day. 

Properly registered voters

will receive a “Notice of Voter

Registration and Address Con-

firmation postcard” (the yellow

voter card) prior to the election.

The card lists which election(s)

a voter is eligible for, the voter's

district/precinct number and

polling place location. 

If you received the postcard,

you are properly registered. If

not, please contact the following

City & County Clerk:

Honolulu: 768-3800

Big Island: 961-8277

Kauai: 241-4800

Maui: 270-7749

Election officials remind the

voting public that persons who

knowingly furnish false infor-

mation on an Affidavit on Appli-

cation for Voter Registration

may be guilty of a Class C

Felony, which is punishable by

up to 5 years imprisonment

and/or a $10,000 fine. In 1996,

Congress enacted the Illegal Im-

migration Reform and Immi-

grant Responsibility Act, which

makes it a federal violation for

non-citizens to vote in any fed-

eral, state or local elections. As a

penalty, ineligible non-citizens

who knowingly vote may be de-

ported. 

Additionally, a non-citizen

who falsely claims to be a U.S.

citizen is in violation of the law.

False claims of U.S. citizenship

in order to receive federal or

state benefits or for any other

purpose, is also grounds for de-

portation.

ABSENTEE VOTING

For those who want to avoid

standing in line at the polls, or

cannot vote at their polling place

for whatever reason, or will be

out of town on election day, vot-

ing via absentee ballot may be

the way to go. 

Hawaii has a “no excuses”

absentee voting law, meaning

that any properly registered

voter may request an absentee

ballot by mail or vote early for

any reason. However, those vot-

ers who desire to vote via ab-

sentee mail ballot must apply

each election year. 

Absentee mail voters are

mailed a packet containing a

ballot, yellow secrecy envelope,

ballot return envelope and mis-

cellaneous voting instructions.

To avoid spoiled absentee mail

ballots, voters are encouraged to

avoid losing their ballots,

spilling liquids on the materials,

and marking incorrect choices

as mistakes can take time to

remedy. 

Absentee mail voters are

also reminded to sign the affir-

mation statement on the ballot

return envelope. Their ballot

will not be counted if the affir-

mation statement is not signed.

Envelopes must also be mailed

on time. Under state law, any

absentee mail ballot received

after 6 pm on election day will

not be counted. 

Hawaii law also allows vot-

ers to cast an absentee ballot

early in person. To vote absen-

tee in person, you must vote at

an absentee polling place estab-

lished by the City & County

Clerk where you are registered

to vote. You do not need to re-

quest an absentee ballot to vote

absentee in person. 

Absentee polling sites are

open approximately 10 working

days prior to the election. All

voting must occur at the site and

ballots may not be removed

from the absentee polling place. 

The periods for Absentee

Voting in person are: 

Primary Election: 

July 30 – August 9, 2012 

General Election: 

October 23 – November 3, 2012 

UNIFORMED AND OVERSEAS CIT-

IzENS 

The purpose of the Uni-

formed and Overseas Citizens

Absentee Voting Act (UO-

CAVA) is to enable absent uni-

formed services and overseas

citizens to vote by absentee bal-

lot in the Primary, General and

special elections for Federal Of-

fices. The Federal Voting Assis-

tance Program (FVAP) assists

absent uniformed services and

overseas citizens in registering

to vote and requesting absentee

ballots. 

If a requested absentee bal-

lot is late in reaching the voter,

a Federal-Write-in Absentee

Ballot (FWAB) may be used to

vote in the General Election for

Federal offices. FWABs are

available through Voting Assis-

tance Officers at military instal-

lations or at U.S.

embassies/consulates. Addi-

tional information is available

on the FVAP website at

http://www.fvap.gov/index.htm

l. 

WHAT TO ExPECT ON ELECTION

DAY

Polling places open at 7 am

and close at 6 pm. To avoid long

lines at the polls, voters are en-

couraged to vote during non-

peak hours: during the morning

between 9:30 am and 11 am,

and in the afternoon, between 1

pm and 4 pm. 

Hawaii law provides that

those who are employed may be

allowed two hours of time away

from work to vote. Voters are

encouraged to coordinate time

off with their employer by vot-

ing before or after work if pos-

sible. 

Be sure to bring a picture

ID with a signature on it for ver-

ification of your identity. You

will be asked to sign a poll book

to record that you voted at that

polling place. Your Voter Reg-

istration Notice will not be ac-

cepted as a valid form of

identification. 

When you arrive at the

polling place, there will be an

Information and Ballot Demon-

stration Station located outside.

A precinct official will be on-

hand to assist in checking that

their name is on the List of Reg-

istered Voters. The official will

also verify that the voter is at

the correct polling place, that he

or she is properly registered and

will instruct the voter on the

proper voting procedures. 

Voters will next proceed to

the Poll Book Station, where

names are arranged in a poll

book alphabetically by last

name. Voters will be asked to

verify their identity with a pic-

ture ID, verify the information

in the poll book and sign the

poll book.

Next, voters will proceed to

the Ballot Issuing Station,

where an official will issue bal-

lots and a ballot secrecy folder.

The amount of ballots a voter

receives and the procedures for

voting varies according to the

type of election (special, pri-

mary or general).

After voting, voters will

proceed to the Ballot Box Sta-

tion, where they cast ballots by

depositing it into the precinct

counter machine.

Voters requiring special as-

sistance at the polling place on

Election Day should speak to

the Voter Assistance Official at

their polling place. If you are

unsure how to properly use the

voting equipment, please ask a

precinct official. 

Voters are also asked to re-

port problems or violations of

election laws, treat precinct work-

ers with courtesy and to be on

time and know their precinct’s

hours of operation.

AN ESSENTIAL... (from page S8)

August 4 is Deadline 
to Request Absentee Ballot

City Clerk Bernice Mau is reminding the public

that those who wish to vote by mail in the Primary

Election must submit their absentee mail applica-

tion request to the Office of the City Clerk by 4:30

pm on August 4, 2012.

Elections officials encourage voters to submit

their applications well in advance of the August 4

deadline in order to receive their ballots by mail in

time for the Primary Election on August 11. Applica-

tion forms can be downloaded online at www.hon-

oluluelections.us. Completed forms

must be received, not postmarked,

by the deadline. 

So far, a total of 93,000

absentee ballots have been

mailed to Oahu voters by

the Elections Division of the

Office of the City Clerk.
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ate. Two teachers asked me to help them change the “no textbook

for students” policy at their elementary school where at least 50

percent of students are Micronesians who cannot read or speak Eng-

lish. Another school faced a similar problem but was committed to

teaching these children to read and write English. They succeeded

overwhelmingly and today those children rank in the upper 80 per-

cent of all the students in Hawaii. I would like to learn more about

their methods of teaching so other schools can benefit from this

school’s spectacular results.

Priorities: Providing quality public education from early childhood

to college; providing quality low to moderate income housing so

our families can afford to live in Hawaii; creating opportunities for

jobs by establishing schools that teach skills needed in Hawaii; add

to the State's Health Department a division that will be responsible

for streamlining all the long-term care providers and services in our

state; and making Hawaii's State government more efficient and re-

sponsive to the needs of the people of Hawaii. 

nICOLE VELASCO

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State House of Representa-

tives, 30th district
Why I am Running: I grew up in the district

so I know that we are often overlooked. I be-

lieve that my family, friends and community

deserve a repre-

sentative who

will change the

narrative for an

oft forgotten district by listening to con-

cerns, digesting the information and

then effectively by articulating our

needs at the state level. I understand

our community and can articulate our

needs effectively. I am realistic and

prepared to make difficult decisions. I

will use sound judgment and integrity

to do what is best for the people. I will

deliver. 

Priorities: We need more afterschool

enrichment programs to keep kids off

the streets. I will monitor funding to

Farrington High School to ensure that

new facilities will be provided for stu-

dents. I will also push for grants to

community organizations that are al-

ready providing enrichment and reme-

dial services for students. I will work

with businesses and organizations to

develop internship programs for high

school students. Information dissemi-

nation is a core issue that pervades

healthcare and provision of services;

education and enrichment activities;

small businesses and jobs; and public

safety. My vision for a technology-

based info hub will increase awareness

of services and cost-savings opportuni-

ties available. Our community needs to

be informed in order to thrive. While

working for the Auditor, I noticed that

many recommendations were not im-

plemented. I will remind legislators of

the reports they’ve requested and seek

action on feasible recommendations to

improve a system paid for by taxpay-

ers. Access to healthcare is critical so I

will support grants-in-aid for commu-

nity organizations like Kokua Kalihi

Valley and the Kalihi-Palama Health

Center. To protect our kupuna, I will

support organizations that provide

much needed care and services.

dAnnY VILLARUz

Party Affiliation: democrat

Seat Running For: State

House of Representatives,

31st district
Why I am Running: I have been a pub-

lic servant for over 30 years as an ac-

countant, senior tax auditor for the State Tax

Department and Office of the U.S. Inspec-

tor General. I am an active volunteer with

the Institute for Human Services, Hawaii

Foodbank and my church. I have also helped

raise funds for several educational and med-

ical missions to the Philippines which served

an estimated 45,000 people. My leadership ability, work ethic and

ability to communicate makes me the right candidate to represent

you at the State Legislature. I humbly ask for your vote because I

want to make a lasting difference for the state. 

Priorities: I want to improve our education system, economy and

our healthcare system. 

CHELSEA YAGOnG

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Hawaii County Council dis-

trict 5
Why I am Running: I am a single mother

of a four-year-old daughter. She is the love

of my life, my reason for being and my best

friend in the whole world. I decided to get

involved with government to ensure that

when she grows up, she has a government

that can provide adequate services for her

and her generation. All the decisions we

make today will affect their tomorrow. It’s important to take that

responsibility seriously, not only for my child, but also for your

children and grandchildren. This is the perfect time to get involved

with government. With all the technological advancements, more

people are paying attention and holding their elected officials ac-

countable. It is very important that we, the younger generation, step

up to the plate and get involved. We need to be a part of the process.

Let’s be proactive, get educated and make a difference.

dOMInIC YAGOnG

Party Affiliation: non-Partisan

Seat Running For: Hawaii County Mayor
Why I am Running: As County Council Chairman, I am often de-

scribed as the “watch dog” for taxpayers due to my outspoken

scrutiny of government spending. If elected

mayor of the County of Hawaii, you can

count on me to continue to be fiscally-pru-

dent and to scrutinize government spending.

Priorities: I will focus on cutting county ex-

penses. My business experience is key and

will help me assess the labor force. It’s time

to run the county like a business. I will seek more public/private

partnerships to help move county projects forward. I plan to look to

Maui County for guidance because I feel they’ve been successful

in investing in projects that have increased tourism, such as build-

ing a performance center that attracts major performing groups. I

also want to focus on cutting electricity rates.

FILIPINOS... (from page S5)
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