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T
he heat is on. With the 2012 General

Election a little more than two weeks

away, candidates and their small army

of supporters will be working hard to court

as many votes as possible. Here’s to a clean

(hopefully) and hard fought election.

►Read story on S2
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The key race is obviously

that of Honolulu mayor, where

former Hawaii governor Ben

Cayetano faces former City

managing director Kirk Cald-

well. Cayetano—who has long

enjoyed the overwhelming

support of the Filipino commu-

nity—won 45 percent of the

total vote in the Primary, while

Caldwell bagged 30 percent.

While it appears that Caldwell

has closed the gap in recent

weeks, just how close remains

to be seen. One thing, however,

is certain about the mayoral

race—the fate of mass transit

in Honolulu and $1 billion in

federal funds hang in the bal-

ance. At the moment, political

pundits agree that the race is

simply too close to call. 

As for other election races,

several well-known candidates

of Filipino ancestry won their

Primary races outright or ran

uncontested, including Donna

Mercado Kim, Romy Cachola,

Will Espero, Ron Menor and

Joey Manahan. Candidates

who did not receive at least 50

percent of the vote-plus one

will proceed to the General in

a winner-take-all election. 

It bears repeating that de-

spite the Filipinos’ sizable

numbers, they have yet to be-

come a major voting bloc when

it comes to local politics. Fil-

ipinos are the second largest

ethnic group in Hawaii and

comprise a 25.1 percent chunk

of a population of more than

1.3 million. Community lead-

ers hope that their kababayans

will come out en masse for the

2012 General Election and ex-

ercise their right to vote. 

For the benefit of our read-

ers, the Chronicle sent a brief

questionnaire to Filipino can-

didates who are running in the

General Election. As of press

time, not all responded but for

those who did, we have pro-

vided a brief summary of their

backgrounds and priorities.

Their responses were edited for

space and clarity.

By HFC Staff

Filipino Candidates Running in
the 2012 General Election

P
olitical hopefuls are making one final push as Hawaii
approaches the General Election on November 6,
2012.  

DELLA Au BELATTI
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State House of Repre-
sentatives, 24th District
Opponent: Isaiah Sabey (Republican)

Why I am Running: To be a

strong, effective voice for resi-

dents and families in my district

and to provide proven, independ-

ent and reasoned leadership to the

challenges facing our State in the

years ahead.

Priorities: I have represented urban Honolulu for the

past 6 years in the State House. I also have experience

in education as a former social studies teacher at Mary-

knoll School. I have helped pass legislation to improve

our public schools, advance the state’s efforts to

achieve energy self-sufficiency, ensure access to af-

fordable health care, protect our state’s natural re-

sources and restore confidence in government by

supporting good reforms. I hope to continue this work

as the State and County seek ways to strengthen and

grow our economy, tackle public infrastructure chal-

lenges and address the unfunded liabilities of the State’s

pension and health care plans.

MARISSA D. CAPELOuTO
Party Affiliation: Republican
Seat Running For: State House of Repre-
sentatives, 42nd District
Opponent: Sharon Har (Democrat)

Why I am Running: To help

Hawaii rise out of this economic

slump and to renew hope for a

healthy economy and family secu-

rity. Hawaii has real challenges

which threaten our families and

our way of life. In the last two

decades, I, as a businesswoman, have seen taxes in-

creased dramatically and private sector jobs lost. In the

past two years alone, many new taxes were proposed

and adopted by the Legislature because of fiscal irre-

sponsibility and still more jobs lost. Next year threatens

to be even more taxing and again, more people out of

work. With a state government that raises our cost of

living while lowering our quality of life, I am worried

that the American dream will no longer be achievable

for us, our children and their children.

BEn CAYETAnO
Party Affiliation: non-partisan
Seat Running For: Honolulu Mayor
Opponent: Kirk Caldwell

Why I am Running: No one was

standing up to challenge the rail

issue or the mayor on how he was

running the City. I was a little

bothered by what was happening.

When no one stepped forward, I

decided to run.

Priorities: Our City is dependent on tourism, so it’s im-

portant to maintain and preserve its beauty. It’s also im-

portant to make sure that the City’s infrastructure is

upgraded to a point where it can support economic

growth and prosperity. Honolulu will cease to be a great

city if our roads, sewers, water systems and basic in-

frastructure continue to be neglected as they have been

by the current and past mayors. Our cost of living is

one of the highest in the nation. Reckless spending and

higher taxes will hurt retirees on fixed incomes. Too

many of our young people move to the mainland where

the cost of living is much lower. Hawaii has the high-

est percentage of people who hold two jobs, which is

true especially among Filipinos who live here. This

election is not just about rail—it’s about restoring com-

mon sense and fiscal responsibility to City government.

DOn GuzMAn
Party Affiliation: non-partisan
Seat Running For: Maui County Council,
Kahului  
Opponent: Alan Fukuyama 

Why I am Running: I believe that

it is time for my generation to get

involved and take responsibility

for creating the future we want to

see for our children.

What do you stand for?: I stand

for fair and efficient county gov-

ernment.  I believe that everyone deserves equal con-

sideration and that each county should use the funds

collected from their citizens carefully and respectfully.

I also believe that county government needs to encour-

age responsible economic development while preserv-

ing natural resources for future generations. 

If elected, what will you focus on?: We are currently

in a significant economic downturn nationwide. While

the recovery may be on the horizon, I expect a few

more years of belt tightening to avoid deficit spending.

If elected, I will focus primarily on the efficient oper-

ation of county government.

Name the top three problems facing Hawaii and your

solutions to those problems: First is education—I

would like to see Hawaii’s public schools become more

competitive on the national level. The ideal solution

would be to invest the money required to assess and

overhaul the state’s education system so that our pub-

lic schools and students can consistently reach the

upper levels of national rankings. Second is energy—

cheaper energy would reduce the cost of doing busi-

ness and the cost of living.  Ideally, increasing the

supply of domestically produced energy could drive

down the cost. Third is the environment—Hawaii’s en-

vironment is the goose that lays our golden eggs.  If we

continue to respect and take care of our environment,

it will continue to take care of our children.

Why should Filipino voters support your candidacy?:

I hope that people will vote for me because I have

worked hard to prepare myself for the job through ed-

ucation, professional choices and participation in com-

munity organizations. I have also worked hard on the

campaign trail to let people know who I am and what

I stand for. As a Filipino, I am proud to have come to

Hawaii to take part in the American dream and will

never forget the challenges of learning a new language

and adjusting to new cultures. As a father of Filipino

children born in Hawaii, I am working to create op-

portunities for the next generation, while always re-

specting and preserving our Filipino heritage.

DOnOVAn DELA CRuz
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State Senate, 22nd Dis-
trict  

Opponent: Charles Aki (Re-
publican)
Background: Honolulu City

Councilmember from 2003-2010.

Has served in State Senate since

2010 and chaired the Committee
(continued on page S3)
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on Water, Land and Housing. Previously worked as

public relations coordinator at Hilton Hawaiian Village.

Also worked at McNeil Wilson Communications as an

account executive and at Stryker Weiner & Yokota Pub-

lic Relations as an account supervisor. 

Why I am Running: Our economy is on the road to re-

covery but there are still many issues that need to be

addressed. The State currently faces an unfunded lia-

bility of almost $22 billion, our public services are

being jeopardized due to budget cuts and our local peo-

ple are out of work. Taxpayers can no longer be bur-

dened by increased fees and rates to pay for programs

and services. We need to look at alternatives to create

permanent jobs within our communities which in turn

will generate revenues to pay down our debts, provide

the funding for much needed maintenance and repair

of public recreational areas and schools, and restore

vital public services for our children and kupuna.

What do you stand for?: Creating opportunities for

Hawaii to become globally competitive. We have to re-

structure government to create new job industries, in-

crease our inventory of affordable and workforce

housing and focus growth in our urban core which pre-

vents urban sprawl of agricultural lands. 

If elected, what will you focus on?: Jobs, the economy,

education and affordable housing. 

Name the top three problems facing Hawaii and your

solutions to those problems: Jobs and the economy, ed-

ucation and affordable Housing. I have been working

with my colleagues and various State agencies in revi-

talizing the agricultural industry in our communities.

I’ve been presenting the Whitmore Village Agricultural

Redevelopment Plan and working with agencies such

as the Agribusiness Development Corporation, Trust

for Public Lands, and the College of Tropical Agricul-

ture and Human Resources. We are in the right direc-

tion to bringing back an industry that once was an

economic engine. In addition, I will continue to intro-

duce legislation that will provide relief for small busi-

nesses creating the opportunities for businesses to

thrive, and communities to redevelop and revitalize to

sustain their sense of place. Secondly, I will continue

focusing on legislation that allows for the redevelop-

ment of 21st Century Schools. Lastly, we have made

big steps in providing resources and funding for af-

fordable housing projects. I will continue to support

legislation that provides opportunities for public-pri-

vate partnerships to increase our affordable housing in-

ventory.

Why should Filipino voters support your candidacy?:

I hope to serve as an example that anyone, regardless of

ethnicity, can be what they choose to be. Anything is

possible, if you work hard for it. Although Filipinos

may be in the minority in certain positions in the state,

we have had a governor, judges, legislators and depart-

ment directors of Filipino ancestry. I am proud to rep-

resent Filipinos and encourage them to strive for what

they believe in and what they aspire to be. I have par-

ticipated in events that promoted Filipinos and Filipino

organizations. I work to improve the economy and cre-

ate jobs so everyone, including Filipinos, will have the

opportunity for a better quality of life and that they can

live and work here rather than look elsewhere for op-

portunities. 

GREGGOR ILAGAn
Party Affiliation: non-parti-
san
Seat Running For: Hawaii
County Council District 4  
Opponent: Fred Blas 

Why I am Running: After graduating from Waiakea

High School in 2004, I enlisted in the Air National

Guard. As a veteran, I understand the meaning of fight-

ing for the people and the discipline of being a public

servant. When I came home, I enrolled at Hawaii Com-

munity College where I majored in accounting. As a

25-year-old, I have the energy to keep up with the

changing times and the determination to succeed. I will

represent our district effectively.

Priorities: Many of you have asked where I stand on

certain issues. While I am always happy to share my

feelings and opinions, it is your views and the commu-

nity’s views that really matter. I am here to listen and to

help develop a winning strategy for our future.

I will live and work by the words of the Chinese

philosopher Lao Tsu: “A leader is best when people

barely know he exists.When his work is done and his

aim fulfilled, the people will say ‘We did it ourselves.’”

JOJE “MAY” MIzunO
Party Affiliation: non-partisan
Seat Running For: Honolulu County Council
District 6  

Why I am Running: It’s about

people, not politics. This commu-

nity needs a councilmember with

integrity, courage and heart. I

humbly say that I bring these

qualities to this race. I am not be-

holden to any special interest

group. I will work for the people.

KYMBERLY MARCOS PInE
Party Affiliation: non-partisan
Seat Running For: Honolulu City Council,
District 1  
Opponent: Tom Berg 

Why I am Running: The current

councilmember has made deci-

sions that has hurt Filipinos. The

time is now for someone with

proven leadership who has deliv-

ered

positive results for Filipinos. The

time is now to have good homes, good schools and

good roads to help make the Leeward Coast the best

place to live, work and play. In the eight years I have

been in office, over $600 million for new roads, schools

and other community improvements has come to my

district. A drive on Fort Weaver Road used to take up to

45 minutes and is now less than 12 minutes. Crime and

homelessness have been reduced. More jobs have come

to my district than ever before. And students at James

Campbell High School are excelling and going to col-

lege more than ever.

Priorities: Addressing issues such as the Honolulu Rail

Project, traffic congestion, healthcare and community

hospitals, helping small businesses to create Leeward

jobs, food sustainability and emergency preparedness,

taxes and the high costs of living, parks and recreation,

landfills and public safety and cybercrime.

CHELSEA YAGOnG
Party Affiliation: non-partisan
Seat Running For: Hawaii County Council
District 1  
Opponent: Valerie Poindexter 

Why I am Running: I am a single

mother of a four-year-old daugh-

ter. She is the love of my life, my

reason for being and my best

friend in the whole world. I de-

cided to get involved with govern-

ment to ensure that when she

grows up, she has a government that can provide ade-

quate services for her and her generation. All the deci-

sions wemake today will affect their tomorrow. It’s

important to take that responsibility seriously, not only

for my child, but also for your children and grandchil-

dren. This is the perfect time to get involved with gov-

ernment. With all the technological advancements,

more people are paying attention and holding their

elected officials accountable. It is very important that

we, the younger generation, step up to the plate and get

involved. We need to be a part of the process. Let’s be

proactive, get educated and make a difference.

RIDA CABAnILLA-ARAKAwA
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State
House of Representatives,
41st District
Opponent: Adam Reeder
(Republican)

TY CuLLEn
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State
House of Representatives,
39th District
Opponent: Carl Wong, Sr.
(Republican)

BRICKwOOD GALuTERIA
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State
Senate, 12th District
Opponent: Elizabeth Larson
(Republican)

CHRIS MAnABAT
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Seat Running For: State
House of Representatives,
40th District
Opponent: Bob McDermott
(Republican)

FILIPINO... (from page S2)
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A Voter’s Guide to the General Election

V
oting is an essential part of

our democratic process.

Those who truly care about

Hawaii’s future have registered to

vote and will get out to vote.

In the General Election,

which is scheduled on Tuesday,

November 6, 2012, you may

vote for party or nonpartisan (not

affiliated with a political party)

candidates. 

Federal, State and County

offices are listed on the General

Ballot Card by contest. Candi-

dates for each office are listed al-

phabetically and their

partisan/nonpartisan affiliation is

noted. You may select the candi-

date of your choice for each con-

test. You may also vote for the

candidates of your choice for the

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

(OHA). OHA may have multiple

seats up for election. You may

vote for no more than the num-

ber of candidates specified for

each contest.

In order to cast a ballot in

federal, state or county elections,

eligible persons must first regis-

ter to vote. Unfortunately, the

deadline to register for the Gen-

eral Election was October 8,

2012.

If you have registered to

vote in the General Election, you

may wish to consider voting

early, either by mail or via walk-

in. Any person registered to vote

may cast an absentee ballot. If

you cannot vote at your polling

place for any reason or you will

be absent from the State of

Hawaii on election day, you may

vote using an absentee ballot.

You may also vote at an absentee

walk-in polling place before

election day.

To vote via absentee, you

must submit an Application for

Absentee Ballot to the City &

County Clerk no later than Oc-

tober 30, 2012, 4:30 pm.

The period for In-Person

Early Walk In Voting is October

23, 2012 to November 3, 2012.

Locations will be at Honolulu

Hale, Kapolei Hale and the Pali

Golf Course Clubhouse, Mon-

day through Saturday, from 8 am

to 4 pm. 

How To Vote at the Polling

Place

Please remember to bring

proper identification! 

When you arrive at your

polling place, go to the Informa-

tion and Ballot Demonstration

Station located outside the

polling place. A precinct official

will assist voters in checking that

their name is on the List of Reg-

istered Voters and verify that

voters are at the correct polling

place and properly registered.

Next, proceed to the Poll

Book Station. Names are

arranged in the poll book alpha-

betically by last name. Go to the

alpha line that corresponds to the

first letter of your last name. You

will be asked to verify your iden-

tity with a picture ID (such as

your drivers license); verify the

information in the poll book; and

sign the poll book. 

While at the Ballot Issuing

Station, an official will issue you

ballots and a ballot secrecy folder.

At the Ballot Box Station, cast

your ballot by depositing it into

the precinct counter machine. 

Voter Rights and Responsi-

bilities

• Anyone who is properly

registered may vote in any

election.

• A voter may keep his or her

vote and political party pref-

erence secret. No one may

look at or ask to see a voter’s

ballot.

• A voter who is disabled or

unable to read and/or write,

may receive special assis-

tance.

• A voter may take off from

work in order to vote.

• Any voter may spoil a ballot

and obtain another upon re-

turning the spoiled one. Be-

fore returning the spoiled

ballot, the voter shall con-

form to the procedures in

order to retain secrecy of the

vote.

• Any person registered to

vote may cast an absentee

ballot.

• On election day, any regis-

tered voter who is at the

rightful polling place may

challenge another voter’s

right to vote. Grounds for

challenge are the person’s

identity and residency.

• Any challenged voter may

appeal the decision of the

City & County clerk or

precinct official to the ap-

propriate county Board of

Registration (BOR). A per-

son affected by the BOR’s

decision may appeal the de-

cision to the Hawaii State

Supreme Court. 

Voter Responsibilities:

Be a RESPONSIBLE

Voter:

• Report problems or viola-

tions of election laws.

• Ensure your address is cur-

rent on the voter registration

list.

• Smile! Treat precinct work-

ers with courtesy.

• Protect the privacy of others.

• Obtain proper ID to verify

your identity.

• Not sure? Ask!

• Study and know candidates

and issues.

• Inspect your ballot for accu-

racy.

• Be on time and know your

precinct's hours of opera-

tion.

• Learn how to use the voting

equipment properly.

• Enjoy your voting experi-

ence!

By HFC Staff
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Hirono or Lingle? 
Who Best Represents Hawaii’s
Interests at the Nation’s Capital

By Xxxxxxxx,  Ewa Beach

Mazie Hirono

A
fter a hard-fought, three-way Primary Election between U.S. Senate candi-
dates Ed Case, Mazie Hirono and Linda Lingle, the ones who are left
standing are the women. 

Hirono’s sizeable campaign war chest and the fact that she best espouses
the party’s core values of tolerance and compassion makes her a formidable
opponent. Lingle is no slouch herself, having served as a two term governor
and former Maui mayor. The winner replaces the venerable Daniel Akaka, who
has retired after many years of service. 

The Chronicle posed several questions to both candidates on key issues
facing Hawaii at the national level. Unfortunately as of press time, Lingle was
unable to furnish her responses. Nevertheless, the Chronicle has provided Hi-
rono’s responses, which have been edited for space and clarity. 

By HFC Staff

MAZIE HIRONO

Q: In 100 words or less, what is your

plan to boost the economy and lower

the national debt?

A: We must get our middle class

families working again, which is why I

support President Barack Obama’s

jobs plan which will create two million

jobs. I will also work to pass my bi-

partisan VISIT USA bill to boost

Hawaii’s tourism industry and create

6,000 new local jobs. 

We need a balanced approach to

reducing our debt and deficit. We can-

not simply cut our way out of our eco-

nomic crisis. Our debt has been heavily

influenced by two wars that were put

on the national credit card, and tax cuts

for the wealthiest that were not paid

for.

Q: The government is cutting back on

education and other services because

we don’t have the money. One solu-

tion that has been proposed is the Fi-

nancial Transaction Tax, which is a

small tax on trades on Wall Street.

What is your view on that proposal?

A: I have repeatedly co-sponsored

legislation to this effect in the House

and I am an original co-sponsor of leg-

islation to this effect introduced by

Rep. Peter DeFazio in the current Con-

gress.

Q: Traffic continues to plague Oahu.

In your opinion, what is the most ef-

ficient and affordable transportation

system for our residents?

A: I support mass transit and as a

federal representative, it is my respon-

sibility to make sure that federal fund-

ing for rail is on track and we get every

dollar for that project as it moves for-

ward. Additionally, I support invest-

ments in bus systems on all of our

islands and expanding bike lanes to

help reduce congestion on Oahu.

Q: Should transportation dollars be

used for rail or to repair/maintain

our roads and highways?

A: Federal commitments come to

these projects from separate pools of

funds. However, improving our state’s

mass transit system including rail will

reduce the wear and tear on our roads

and highways.

Q: Is it government’s job to create

jobs? Or should government get out

of the way and let individuals keep

more of their money so they can start

and grow businesses and hire work-

ers and create jobs?

A: I am a strong supporter of pub-

lic-private partnerships and our small

businesses. This is why I’ve supported

opportunities to expand tax credits and

funding for research and development

for small businesses all across Hawaii.

Q: Politicians at all levels are re-

ceiving more and more campaign

contributions. In Washington, bil-

lions of dollars are spent annually by

various special interests lobbying

Congress and the White House. Is

this a problem for the country? How

does all this money influence inhibit

good governance?

A: I have serious concerns about

the Supreme Court’s “Citizens

United” ruling which has raised all

kinds questions regarding how elec-

tions and democracy function in this

country. Elected officials should be ac-

countable to their constituents, not to

corporations or special interests. It is

troubling that a just handful of wealthy

individuals can have such significant

influence in our electoral process by

funding secretive outside groups—in-

cluding one which has spent $1.1 mil-

lion in Hawaii on my Republican

opponent’s behalf. I am open to ways

to control outside spending and I sup-

port a constitutional amendment to

overturn “Citizens United.”

Q: What is the most serious threat

that our nation faces today? What is

your answer to addressing this

threat?

A: America’s strength has always

been our middle class. Unfortunately,

threats to the middle class over the past

several years have been frequent and

strong. I have voted repeatedly to pro-

tect tax breaks for our middle class and

our working families. And in the U.S.

Senate, I continue to fight against Re-

publican plans to give more tax breaks

to millionaires and billionaires while

raising taxes on middle class families.

Q: What is your approach in working

with colleagues, constituents and oth-

ers who do not share your philosophy

or values?

A: I have a collaborative leader-

ship style and have always worked to

bring people together regardless of po-

litical affiliation or background. I

worked across the aisle with Republi-

can Don Young to save funding for

Native Hawaiian and Alaska Native

education programs. As a House fresh-

man in 2007, I worked hard to earn the

support of my 41 Democratic fresh-

men colleagues for the Akaka bill. My

door will always be open to everyone,

regardless of their political persuasion

or background.

Q: What are you strengths and how

will they benefit the people you will

represent in office? What is your

greatest weakness?

A: As I stated above, my greatest

strength is my collaborative leadership

style and bringing people together at

the table, regardless of their walk of

life. 

Q: Hawaii is a multi-racial, multi-re-

ligious, diverse state with a huge

range of economic strata. Can you

honestly say that you can represent

and work for the betterment of your

entire constituency? Do you honestly

feel in touch with the people you will

be representing?

A: I’m proud of the broad coalition

of support we have for our campaign,

which strongly reflects the economic

and racial diversity of our wonderful

state. My door is always open to the

people of Hawaii, regardless of their

background. If elected, I will be the

first Asian American woman to serve

in the U.S. Senate. 

Q: In 50 words or less, please state

what it is that you stand for.

A: I believe that our next U.S. sen-

ator should lead with her head and her

heart to give everyone equal opportu-

nity and fair play. In the U.S. Senate, I

will work every day to represent our

Hawaii values of taking care of our

kupuna and keiki and protecting our

middle class families. I believe

strongly in the strength and potential

of our Hawaii ohana because we truly

are all “in this together.”
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Caldwell vs. Cayetano
A Side-by-Side Comparison
on Key Issues
CALDWELL

Q:  After all that’s happened to rail, namely the

recent order by the court to halt the project, do we

still need it, can we still afford it and will we be

able to maintain it? 

A: I believe that rail will be the catalyst to up-

grading and improving our existing infrastructure,

and give us an opportunity to build a transit sys-

tem that will benefit future generations.  

Honolulu is a modern city that faces signifi-

cant population growth in the coming years.  Rail

will offer an alternative mode of transportation

throughout our most concentrated urban areas.

Other benefits of rail include affordable housing

opportunities, economic stimulus/job creation, and

preserving our rural and agricultural areas by fo-

cusing development within the urban boundary. I

believe many people will choose rail as an alterna-

tive, even preferred, method of transportation.  

The Supreme Court ruled and I believe the

City must follow the law and complete the archae-

ological survey in its entirety hopefully by the first

quarter of 2013. Rail construction is paid for—one-

third of the cost ($1.55 billion) comes from the fed-

eral government and the rest from the half percent

GET surcharge on Oahu, of which $900 million

has already been collected and much of the amount

paid for by tourists who visit Hawaii. Therefore,

less than half of the project’s cost is paid by Oahu

residents and the rest paid by the federal govern-

ment and visitors to the state. 

In terms of operational costs, a combination

rail and bus system, which I support, is much less

expensive to operate than an all bus system. Buses

are generally more expensive to operate due to high

fuel and labor costs. The bottom line is that rail is

proven, reliable and affordable, and will benefit our

City for generations to come.  

The biggest waste of taxpayer money will

occur if rail is killed. If this happens, the $1.55 bil-

lion in federal funds will be lost and the $900-plus

million already collected via the GET surcharge

cannot be used for any other transit project without

changes to the law. In addition, taxpayers will end

up paying for litigation and damages for all the

cancelled contracts. We will have nothing to show

for it other than the worst traffic congestion and

gridlock in the nation. 

When the rail project is completed, we will

have a transit system that moves people about more

efficiently, helps the people on the West side of

Oahu with real traffic solutions, and is the corner-

stone of a modern transportation system for the fu-

ture of Honolulu. And unlike most other public

works projects, rail will be fully paid off when

completed. 

Q: A tough decision needs to be made on whether

to close Waimanalo Gulch Landfill or continue

its expansion. What is the right thing to do? Do

you have suggestions for an alternate site? 

A: We live on an island where space and re-

sources are very limited. Aside from an imme-

diate need for on-time and frequent pickup of

our trash, we need to reduce the need for another

landfill on Oahu. Instead of relocating the land-

fill, we should re-purpose Waimanalo Gulch.

This means a firm commitment to reducing the

10 percent of trash still going into it to “zero.”

For example, sewage sludge currently going into

the landfill could be converted into a fuel stock

or HPOWER, and ash from HPOWER could be

treated and used for repaving roads. We can also

sort the debris already in the landfill and burn

much of it in the mass burn 3rd boiler. As we

sort, we can recycle much of the waste. One area

that we have had success in is the use of

HPOWER technology which converts garbage

into energy.  

During my time as managing director, the

City began construction on a third HPOWER

boiler, which came online recently. This boiler will

reduce the use of fossil fuels by tens of millions

of dollars and help Oahu residents save money on

electricity costs. 

Q: A City audit in 2006 criticized the Board of

Water Supply for wasteful use of ratepayer’s

money, yet big bonuses were paid to top board

members. The BWS was also criticized for de-

laying the maintenance of its aging water sys-

tem and is only now playing catch-up, with

ratepayers facing a massive hike of 70 percent

over five years. With these woes in mind, should

the BWS continue as a semiautonomous agency

or brought back under the mayor? Please ex-

plain.

A: I don’t support the proposal to bring the

Board of Water Supply back under the mayor.  I

believe a semi-autonomous agency that acts

more like a public utility serves the public better.

As mayor, however, two of my directors will be

members of the BWS and I will urge them to

carefully go over the rate increases to assure that

they’re reasonable in light of the needed up-

grades to the system. I would also like to see the

BWS work closer with the Department of Trans-

portation Services to coordinate road repairs and

water line maintenance so that we don’t have to

shut down roads twice and dig them up more

than once. 

Q: The City is faced with a $1 billion consent

decree with the EPA to upgrade its sewer sys-

tem? What is your plan to pay for the upgrades?  

A: The work on the sewer upgrades is on

schedule and on budget to convert the Sand Is-

land and Honouliuli treatment facilities by 2035.

This project requires building state-of-the-art

deep gravity flow tunnels, new force main pump-

ing and upgrades to the treatment plants. Bonds

have been issued for the sewer upgrades and

have received a rating from Fitch of AA, which

indicates that the project is being managed in a

fiscally-responsible way.   

This is a huge project which includes $3.4

billion to upgrade the collection system and $1.7

billion to upgrade the treatment plants. Per federal

law, City ordinance and the consent decree, fund-

ing will come from sewer fee increases of 4 per-

cent per year until 2015, 5 percent in 2016, and 8

percent in 2017. We negotiated a long period so

that fees do not rise so sharply. Real property taxes

will not be impacted by these improvements.  

Q: Homelessness is a difficult problem that won’t

be going away anytime soon. What is your sug-

gestion to get the homeless off the street and to

seek help?

A: Homelessness is not just a state issue or a

county issue. It is an issue that requires everyone

to come together and work toward a common so-

lution. We need to find a better way to help Oahu’s

homeless population, including those who deal

with mental health issues or addictions. 

The Housing First model focuses on provid-

ing shelter first before addressing other issues a

person may have. Once housed, the person may

then take advantage of social services available

on-site. This approach has worked well in many

mainland cities and is worthy of our attention. 

I also support safe zones, which would give

the homeless a place to temporarily reside. We

would provide basic health and safety facilities,

and a private provider would manage the site

while working to transition people to more per-

manent housing.

I will work with non-profit agencies and the

State to relieve Hawaii’s homelessness and return

the use of parks, sidewalks and beaches to all the

people of Honolulu.   

CAYETANO

Q:  After all that’s happened to rail, namely the

recent order by the court to halt the project, do

we still need it, can we still afford it and will we

be able to maintain it? 

A: A great deal of new information about

rail has come out in the past year. People are no

longer misled by sugar-coated predictions. We

have recently learned, for example, that 19 per-

cent of the City’s general revenues will be needed

to subsidize public transportation if rail is con-

structed, rather than the current 10 percent. That’s

a difference of $250 million per year in today’s

dollars. We now know that the bus system will

need to be increased to 593 buses instead of the

current 525, because many buses will be tied up

in wasteful and inefficient feeder services, instead

of the present direct routes from Leeward neigh-

borhoods into town.   

We have seen that the vast majority of rail

contract dollars are going to mainland and for-

eign corporations and non-local workers. We

know that cost overruns and delays are getting

greater all the time. The burdens on taxpayers

will be oppressive, unrelenting and unsustainable.

The City is perpetuating a myth when they

say that rail will be an alternative mode of trans-

portation. The handwriting on the wall is now

clear—as cuts in bus service earlier this year have

already shown, the City’s goal is to destroy the

Leeward part of our Bus system and turn it into

feeders for rail. People on the Leeward side will

not have an “alternative”—they will be forced to

use rail. With this new information, it’s no sur-

prise that more people are opposed to rail. If

elected, I am confident that the Council will rec-

ognize that the people do not support the rail proj-

ect and they will respect the people’s wishes.

My BRT proposal is the basis for actual traf-

fic reduction. Under Map 21—a new federal ini-

tiative—BRT projects like what I’ve proposed are

eligible for federal financial help.   Those who

think that we should stick with rail just because

we’d lose federal aid are on the wrong track. We

can get federal aid for BRT and I will work hard

to make that happen. I will also ask the Legisla-

ture to amend the state law that directs the GET

surcharge to rail, so that it can be used for other

transit alternatives.

In summary, we don’t need rail, we can’t af-

ford it and we cannot maintain it. It’s painful to

think of all the money that the City has already

wasted in this huge project, but it is much better

to cut our losses now, rather than dig ourselves

deeper and deeper into this hole.

Q: A tough decision needs to be made on

whether to close Waimanalo Gulch Landfill or

continue its expansion. What is the right thing

to do? Do you have suggestions for an alternate

site? 

A: Oahu is an island with limited carrying

capacity. We are pushing up against that limit,

and we all know that. We must do more to bring

our waste-management practices into line with

that reality. We need to reduce the volume and the

types of trash that are currently going into

Waimanalo Gulch and we need to bring technol-

ogy online that will help us avoid having to find

another landfill.  

With HPOWER’s third boiler, 80 percent of

the trash will be burned. By investing in a mate-

rials recycling facility, we can reduce the volume

of trash that goes into the landfill.  HPOWER will

effectively burn more of our trash and the result-

ing ash can be recycled for road paving and other

uses. Waste management is not a glamorous part

of municipal government but I trust people will

remember that I have not shirked the responsibil-

ity to deal with unpleasant details. This is also a

serious matter that cannot continue to be swept

under the rug. It will be another priority of my

administration.

Q: A City audit in 2006 criticized the Board of

Water Supply for wasteful use of ratepayer’s

money, yet big bonuses were paid to top board

members. The BWS was also criticized for de-

laying the maintenance of its aging water sys-

tem and is only now playing catch-up, with

ratepayers facing a massive hike of 70 percent

over five years. With these woes in mind, should

the BWS continue as a semiautonomous agency

or brought back under the mayor? Please ex-

plain. 

A: At the very least, the laws governing the

Board of Water Supply must be modified to pre-

vent abuses of power, such as the excessive

bonuses that its executives were given, and to re-

quire actual accountability. The poor planning

and inaction that currently plague our water and

sewer systems are absolutely inexcusable. Some

600 to 700 people are calling BWS every single

day to say they can no longer pay their water and

sewer bills because of the new sharp increases.

They beg the City for relief but they can’t get it.

Many of these people are elderly living on fixed

incomes. These are essential services, and peo-

ple’s health and sanitation are affected. 

As mayor, I will deal with this crisis on an

urgent basis and in a comprehensive manner. I

will not tolerate situations where our residents

cannot afford to pay their water and sewer bills. I

will find ways to give them the financial relief

they need.

If BWS cannot promptly and completely

turn around the practices that are causing this cri-

sis, then it should revert to being directly under

the mayor’s control and responsibility, because

the mayor is directly accountable to the public.

Q: The City is faced with a $1 billion consent

decree with the EPA to upgrade its sewer sys-

tem? What is your plan to pay for the upgrades?  

A: The costs of comprehensively upgrading

our sewer system and the wastewater treatment

plants are a lot more than just $1 billion. Regret-

tably, past administrations have let maintenance and

upgrades slide. Some of our sewer pipelines are

more than 70 years old and they leak. This is an-

other public health crisis that needs real solutions.  

The consent decree that the City and the

EPA agreed to will cost $4 billion. Fixing the en-

tire system is estimated to cost $6 billion. I know

that residential users of water and sewer services

are being strained by huge increases in their bills.

For example, by 2017, only five years from now,

the average sewer/water bill for a household of

four will be $396—a 341 percent increase from

the $116 in 2005! This especially hurts young

families and the elderly. We must use multiple

sources to address these costs. Among other

things, I will ask the Legislature to revise the

GET surcharge for rail to use part of that revenue

stream to stabilize sewer rates.

Q: Homelessness is a difficult problem that

won’t be going away anytime soon. What is your

suggestion to get the homeless off the street and

to seek help?

A: Homelessness needs federal, state, and

local resources to bring it under better control.

We can never eliminate homelessness, especially

among those unfortunate people who have men-

tal health or drug problems, or both.  

We should focus first and foremost on fam-

ilies, especially those with children, who have

been made homeless because of loss of a job or

other economic issues. I will work with the state

to develop more affordable rental units, support

private providers with funding, and train able-

bodied homeless people with job skills. I will also

continue to fund private service providers who

assist the homeless.

A
fter a hard-fought Primary Election, there are now two men left standing in

the race for Honolulu mayor—Ben Cayetano and Kirk Caldwell. Both men

are well-qualified for the job and have extensive legislative experience at the

highest levels of government. 

The Chronicle posed several questions to the candidates on five key issues

facing the City—rail, landfill, water, sewer and homelessness. Cayetano’s and

Caldwell’s responses have been edited for space and clarity. By HFC Staff
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